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Pretace.

’I‘O interest the Lord's people more generally in an

event that he believes to be near at hand (which
belief is based, 10f upon dates, but upon signs), to turn the
hearts of the Lord's people toward Himself and His
coming again, so that our lives may be directed, and our
characters formed, by the transporting and purifying
power of * that blessed hope; '’ that thus presen things
may not have an undue influence over us, but that
we may go through this world as a people ‘ rejoicing
in hope of the glory of God,” is the aim of the Author
in this volume.

The means adopted to this end are simple expositions
of certain Scriptures which treat of the Second Advent in
its different aspects, and friendly, yet plain, and, we trust,
candid examination of the different views that many dear
servants of Christ have on some parts of the subject, but
which are likely to perplex young students, and which
are used by some as an excuse for ignoring the subject
altogether, notwithstanding that it has such a large
and important place in God's purposes, as revealed in
the Scriptures.

May it please the Lord to use this humble effort for the
blessing of His people, and may His last words to us,
*Surely I come quickly,” ring in our very souls, and stir
our hearts to the unfeigned response, ‘ Even so come,

Lord Jesus.”
J. H. BURRIDGE.
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EXPLANATION OF DIAGRAM.

TrE foregoing diagram may help our. readers to under-
stand the whole system of prophecy. It will be seen tiwat
the present dispensation comes in between the sixty-
ninth and seventieth weeks of Daniel.

All the prophets foretell the sufferings of Christ, the
great tribulation, the restoration, and day of glory and
blessing for the whole nation of Israel, subsequent to, and
consequent upon, the rejection of the Messiah, but say
nothing whatever about the Church and the present dis-
pensation.

Consequent upon the rejection of Clrist the Millennium
was put off—and with it the week, or seven years,
crowded with events, introductory to it—to make room
for the present dispensation. Hence a break in the pro-
phetic line at the cross, implying a cessation in the cur-
rent of prophetic fulfilment about that time, or at least
at the destruction of Jerusalem.

No intelligent student denies that the Millennium is
postponed ; then why not alsg the seven years, the events
which are introductory to it ?

And God is now, during the present dispensation,
accomplishing His purpose concerning the Church,
which purpose ‘ hath been hid from ages and genera-
tions past”—* Which in other ages was not made known
unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed to His holy
Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit,”"—¢ Which from the
beginning hath been hid in God.”

But the history of this present period will merge into
the time of great trouble and judgment, that shall set in
after the rapture of the Church. So the mystery of
iniquity doth already work, but will be unchecked and
fully revealed when the Church is gone, and finally fall
under the judgment of God, when Christ comes to set
up His Kingdom,



THE COMING OF
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
FOR HIS PEOPLE.

INTRODUCTION.

THEN we consider the place that the Second
Coming of Christ hasin the Scripture, we
may well wonder that it has not a larger place in
the Christian ministry, and with the knowledge of
the scanty place it has here, we need not wonder that
so few Christians have the present enjoyment of
the blessed hope, as the bright and morning star
twinkling in the horizon of our glorious future,
‘and assuring our hearts of the near approach of
that endless day of joy and pleasure, in which our
sun shall no more go down, nor shall a cloud ever
more cross our sky. What a cheer and stay to
our souls through this night of sorrow ; in which
we are subject to all kinds of human woe ; what a
bright margin it gives to- the dark clouds of our
life; how well calculated to allay our fears and
alleviate our sorrows.

How very much Christians lose for want of
atféntion to this subject. When looked at as the
Lord’s way of introducing us to the Father’s
house, to the glory, it adds a brilliancy to our
prospect that can never be known if we loak
merely at death and the grave as the only way ta
glozy.” Truly these may lay in the way; but thera is
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a gloom and darkness about them that require the
Lord’s coming to disperse. I can go into the
grave with a song of victory on my lips, because
of the bright prospect of a glorious resurrection at
the coming of my Redeemer ; though it is quite
true that while my body is crumbling to dust my
spirit will be waiting with the Lord, for the same
advent that I know from revelation may take
place before I leave this world, in which case I
shall not pass through death at all.

Is it not certain that if this blessed hope was
kept more before the Lord’s people they would
have a source of comfort that is now unknown,
and a motive power to Christian work, and
devotedness in the whole cause of Christ, which
now seems sadly wanting ?

I heard Mr. D. L. Moody ask, a few months
ago, in the presence of about 2,000 people, “ Why
do not your ministers preach the second coming of
Christ ¥ I went to church ten years before 1
heard anything about it ; there are 260 chapters
in the New Testament and 318 references to_ the
Lord’s second coming, and yet how little we hear
of it!” We may however be thankful that the
Lord’s people are getting their eyes open to the
blessed truth. :

There is not a Christian doctrine that receives
more attention in the Word of God thian the
second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ; it comes
in at every goint of Christian life, is associated
with every Christian doctrine, and is constantly
brought to bear upon the motives and actions of
the Lord’s people, and is set forth as a warning to
those who are not ‘His by redemption. '
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Is it a question of heart comfort, during the
absence of our blessed Lord, and amidst the trials
and sorrows of this world? The Lord’s coming
and our being for ever with Him, is presented as
the one consoling object of the heart. John xiv.
1-3 ;. Thess. iv. 15-18.

Is it a question of hope filling the soul with
‘deep longing and holy emulation ¢ The coming of
Christ to receive us to glory is brought before us
as the “blessed hope.” Tit. ii. 13.

Is it a question of motive power in service ?
The coming of the Lord is brought to bezr for
this end. 1 Cor. xv. 58 ; Thess. ii. 19.

Isit a question of holy life ? This is looked at in
.view of the coming of Christ, which is also given
as the motive of it. 1 Thess. iii. 13 ; 1 John iii. 3.

Isita question of freedom from the sting of death,
and victory over the gloom of the grave? For God’s
believing people this victory will he manifested by
-the coming of Christ. 1 Cor. xv. 54-57.

Is it a question of an introduction of a new and
glorious era for this world? The coming of Christ
18 the great event that shall bring this ahout. See
Rev. xix. But Scripture everywhere shows this.

Isit a question of the servant’s reward for faith-
ful service while his Lord is away ?- It is associated
“with the coming of Christ. Matt. xxiv. 45-47,
-and other passages which the reader may look up.

Does the evil servant begin to smite his fellow
servants, and to eat and drink with the drupken ?
It is because he has said in his heart, “my- Lord

 delayeth His coming.” Matt. xxiv. 48-51.
~ And, finally, the coming of Christ is used as a
- warning to the sinner. Luke xvii. 26-30.



Part I.

Wibat {8 the Lotd’'s Coming?

CHAPTER L
YOUNG CONVERTS AND THE COMING
OF CHRIST.

THERE are many relations in which we may view
the Lord’s second coming. It may be viewed in
rclation to the Church; in relation to the Great
Tribulation ; in relation to the Gentile nations ; in
relation to Israel and the kingdom; and in relation
to Christendom.

And in connection therewith there are doubtless
things hard to be understood, and attendant
events, the true bearing of which can only be
apprehended by diligeut study and careful com-
parison. But certainly this does not apply to the
coming of Christ for His church, as the simple
and blessed hope of tho hearts of His people.
This is brought before us in the most simple
language, and in the most natural way. I wish
here to say a few words about this latter aspect of
the Lord’s coming.

It is a mistake to think it unwise to bring this
before young converts ; it is just what they need ;
it rejoices their hearts ; it confirms their souls ; it
helps them to understand their position in this
world as. converted to God; and deepens their
interest in the Bible as a revelation from God.
All this is quite natural to the new born soul.

The young convert, just brought into a sense of
the grace of God, just filled with the love of a
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Saviour who died for him, and rose again; I say,
is it not natural that he should desmrs to know
how and when he is going to see such a loving
Saviour, such a mighty Redcemer, and what is to
be his state in glory with Him ?

It'is said that an old woman was once washing
her clothes on the bank of one of the Scotch
rivers, and as she was stirring them in the tub, by
a sort of three pronged instrument called a dolly,
she slipped into the river, tub, dolly, clothes and all.
After struggling in the water for some time, she
gsank and was all but drowned, when a strong arm
was .stretched forth to save her, and she was
drawn safely to the bank, where she lay for a few
moments in an unconscious state ; then, opening
her eycs on a small group of people, she spoke ;
and what do you think were her first words ?
Was she thankful for her deliverance ? Yes.
Was she thankful that she had escaped such a
death? Yes. But this was expressed in the
following words :—* Show me the man that saved
me; I want to see the man that saved me.”
And when the heroic man was pointed out to her,
ghe fell at his feet saying, ¢ Oh, what can 1 do for
you ; what canI give you ; I have nothing in the
world but this tub and dolly, will you accept
them ?” Poor woman, she would give the man
that saved her all she had.

Does not this simple narrative illustrate.the
feeling of a soul saved by Christ ¢ Should it not
be thus with the one saved from eternal death %
Does he not wish to see the Man who saved him ?

Will he not, under the sense of such a deliverance,
and albeit, with the knowledge of what it cost the
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Deliverer, be ready to give all he possesses 1 It
may not be much, perhaps only a short life of
devotedness in & world that thinks little of Him,
is all he can offer.

But this is a great deal in the Lord’s cyes ; He
will receive it, yea, He will abundantly reward it.
The poor woman was ready to give all that she
had ; it was not much, truly. But then, if we are
ready to give all to Him, no matter how little that
all may be, perhaps no more than the widow’s.
mite, yet this is more to Him than kalf from those
who have abundance, however much that half may
be. The blessed Lord wants all my heart, and if
He has this, all else, whatever I may have, will be
His, held and used for Him. And if He thus has
my heart I shall be found saying, “Oh, how I long
to see the Man that saved me!”

The greatest joy of the Christian heart, is that
he is going to see Christ—his own beloved Saviour,
the Bridegroom of his heart—see the Man of
sorrows ; the Man of Sychar’s well; the Man of
Golgotha’s cross ; the Man through whose name is
preached the forgiveness of sins to all mankind ;
the Man of glory, now at the right hand of the
Majesty on high ; yes, the Christian waits to see
Him. For “They shall see His face.” Not now
‘““so marred more than any man,” but refulgent
with the Father’s glory. Moses feared and quaked
exceedingly at the manifestation of God’s glory on
Mount Sinai; Isaiah said *“woe is me ” when the
Lord’s glory was manifested before his eyes; the
three disciples on the holy Mount feared as they
entered the clond of glory; but we, who are
redeemed by the precions blood of Christ, shall see
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the full blaze of that glory in the face of Jesus
Christ, and shall not be afraid. We shall he-in
every way united to Himself and to the place
where He is, and our presence there will §ig
standing testimony for ever to the value
efticacy of His precious blood; and not one shs
there who will not own this.  “Thou wast slainand
hast redecmed us by Thine own blood,” shall be the
highest note in that song of praise which we shall
sing there. Hence none shall be there of whom
this is not true—who are not redeemed by His
precious blood from among the nations of men,
during this day of grace and salvation.

I say, then, that the coming of Christ to receive
His own is the natural expectation of the young
convert, fresh and hright in the love of his newly
found Saviour.

Hence we find that the second coming of Christ
was part of the gospel preached to sinners. Paul
preached it even to the heathen.  Of course not to
the exclusion of His first coming, but in connection
with it.  tHe told the Thessalonian idol worship-
pers that Christ Jesus who had been crucitied at
Jerusalem, died to put away their sins, and to fit
them for heaven, that if they, therefore, believed on
Him, their sins were washed away in His precious
blood, and that they were thus made mect for the
inheritance of the saints in light ; and he also told
“hem that Tle, that same Jesus who died for. them
to fit them for glory, is coming again to receive
them to that glory which His first coming had
fitted them for.

[s not this order of things admirably adapted to
the present condition and position of the Lord’s
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redermed people 7 Hence the Thessalonians, from
the moment of their conversion, were waiting, not
for death, but for the coming of the Son of God
from heaven.

It follows therefore that the more we know
about the first coming of Christ, and what He
then did, the more shall we desire to know 2bout
His second coming and all connected with it. We
must bave a personal interest in the first coming
of Christ before we can have a personal interest
in His second coming.

There may be a kind of curiosity concerning
coming events without this. But I cannot have a
real and personal interest in the second coming of
Christ unless I know Him as the One who has been
into this world, as the One who died for me, and
by doing so, has settled every question that was
between my soul and God. I must know this
before I can say, “ Come, Lord Jesus.” Otherwise
I should be inviting my Judge, for He is coming
in judgment to all those who do not know Him as
their Saviour. '

Thus we see that the true attitude of believers
is cgpressed in the words, “ Turned to God from
1dol5®¥ (or from any kind of sin), “to serve the
living and true God, and to wait for His Son
from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even
Jesus which delivered us from the wrath to come.”

Who can estimate the loss of the Church in not
keeping this blessed hope before her ¢ How much
of the evil which she has fallen into might have
been prevented had she done so. It reminds us
that this world is not our home, for we are waiting
for our Lord to come and take us home. It
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reminds us that our only business here is the
service of God, for we do not belong to this present
evil world, but serve the living and trye God,
while we wait to be taken out of it by the advent
of the One who has redeemed us from it. It stirs
us up to real evangelical effort by the knowledge
that the coming of the Lord, which, for the
redeemed, is to receive them to Himself, is, for
the unsaved, banishment from His presence for
-ever.

Who, in the light of what we have said, does
not see the object of the enemy in blinding the
eyes of the Lord’s people to this blessed hope ?
Nothing is more clearly made known in the Word
of God ; yet this is one of the first truths that the
church seems to have lost. Let us thank God
that He is recovering it to the hearts of His people.
May it be so revived in our souls that we may see
our true position as a waiting people, and be
stirred up to make known His glorious worth to
others, tho little while that remains to us here.
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CHAPTER II.

THE FATHER'S HOUSE.

THE first direct reference in the Bible to the
ceming of Christ to take a people out of this
world to heavenly glory—to the Father’s house—
is in John ; “I will come again and receive you
unto Myself, that where I am there ye may be
also.” The Old Testament Scriptures teem with
passages that treat, of the coming of Christ to
restore Israel, and to establish His kingdom in
this world—to prepare a place for His earthly
people iu their land, but we search in vain in that
part of the Scripture for anything about His
coming to take a people out of the world to the
“ Father’s house,” to a place prepared for them in
heaven. This latter is taught only in the New
Testament, but is tanght there most clearly and
simply.

In, John xiv. Christ is about to leave this
world, having been rejected as the Messiah by His
earthly people ; “He came unto His own and His
own received Him not,” it is said, even in the first
chapter of this Gospel. In chapter vii., while the
Jews kept the feast which anticipated the glory of
the kingdom they sought to put the King, who
alone could bring in that glory, to death, and went
so far as to send officers to take Him; but His own
words of grace and power well-nigh melted the
hearts of those who were sent to apprehend Him,
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so that they could not lay hands upon Him. In
chapter xiil. it is secn that they bargain with the
traitor to betray. Him into their hands, and in
chapter xiv. He 1s, as it were, taking His leave of
His own dear ones.
« They were still trusting that He was about to
redeem Israel, that He was going at that timc to
establish His kingdom and glory in this world ;
but no, the King being rejected this is postponed
to a future periodl. Albeit they, the few who had
received Him, to whom He was dear, were not
going to be the losers by this, for they were to
get something better. Their hearts were attached
to Christ; the world was nothing to them now
withont Jesus but an empty, dreary scene. So in
the sixth chapter, when many turned back and lcft
Jesus, and He said to them (the twelve) “will
ye a'so go away ?” they say, “Lord, to whom
shall we go?” How full of meaning are these
words; how touchingly expressive of their att-~h-
ment to Him. Their hearts were fully absorbed
with Him; they saw no happiness in life apart
from Jesus, no object worth living for but the
frtherance of His cause. And suchis Christiauity ;
blessed is the man who knows the reality of such
heart attachment to One so worthy and exalted,
with the motive power of His love in the soul.
But now, in chapter xiv., the One whose love
and attractiveness had got such : hold upon their
hearts is about to leave them, and they were filled
with trouble on account” of ir. What was the
world to them without Christ ? But the Lord is
also concerned about them. Nothing conld be
more blessed than to have indelibly imprinted o
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our hearts the fact of the love and solicitude of
Christ for His own people who are left in this
world during His absence, as shown in these few
chapters, i.e., xiv.—xviii.

And what are the means He takes to comfort
the hearts of His troubled disciples? First He
would give them to understand that, though He
was going to leave this world, they were not going
to lose Him ; they were to know Him in a differ-
ent way and in a different sphere; but He still
desired to be the object of their hearts ; though no
longer in bodily presence among them He presents
Himself as the vbject of their faith. Ye believe
in God, belicve also in Me.” That is, as if the
Lord had said, “You do not see God, yet you
helieve in Him, so now with Myself, though you
will not see Me yet believe in Me, let your faith lay
hold on Me.” And let me here say that faith is not
t 1at uncertain, mystical sort of thing that people
often take it to be; it is a real, simple principle
which evidences the Word of God in the soul, and
makes present an absent Christ to the heart, the
blessedness and reality of which can. be known
only by those who exercise it. But not only so,
the Lord assures them thkat He is going to prepare
a place for them in heaven—in the Father’s house,
and that He will come again and receive them to
Himself in that place, but while they waited for
Him here He would send the other comforter—
the Holy Ghost, who should comfort their hearts
and teach them the truth. These three great
truths (Christ, the object of their faith in heaven,
His coming again to receive them to Himself, and
the presence of the Holy Ghost with them mean-
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while), are brought to bear for the comfort of their
troubled hearts, and remain for the comfort of His
people still. If one of these trutis laid hold of
their hearts more than the others it must have
been His coming agmn. ‘Lhose woras, -1 will
eome again and receive you to Myself, that where
I am there- ye may be also,” must indeed have
been precious to them at that moment.

Moreover, this was all new to them. They were
looking to Him to prepar¢ them a place in their
own land, and to command His blessing on Mount
Zion, to take His place as the Messiah, and restore
Israel ; and all this He will do in God’s own time.
But here He is found telling them that He is
going to prepare a place for them in the Father’s
house and coming (not here as King to restore
them to their own land, but), to take them to
Himself in that place. All this shows that the
New Testament saints are here in aquestion, and
that this is the same aspect of the coming of
Christ as is more fully unfolded in 2 Cor. xv. 51
to end, and 1 Thess. iv. 13 to end ; though hcre,
in John, we get only a reference to it as a fact,
but there it is unfolded as a doctrine.

It is evident that the Lord here refers to His
personal coming, and not to the death of His
disciples. To die is to depart and be with Christ,
and is far better than being here, but i® not the
same as His coming for us. Hence in chapter xxi.
18-24 of this same Gospel we have the two- things
—death and the coming of Christ—put in contrast
with each other. Tho Lord there makes known
to Peter that He should die a martyr’s death,
thereupon Peter turns round and asks what about
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John. “If I will that he tarry till I come what is
that to thee; follow thou Me,” replied the Lord.
Thus we see that unless the Lord reveals -otherwise
to His people they are left ns a people waiting for
Hiws
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THE LIVING CHANGED AND DEAD RAISED.

WE have seen that from the first the Lord left
His people waiting for Himself. The one special
truth chosen by Him to comfort their troubled
hearts, when He was leaving them, was that He
would come again and receive them to Himself,
that they might be with Him. So that their atti-
tude was one of waiting for His return.

The Lord revealed His will concerning Peter,
which was that he should die a martyr’s death.
But His will, not being revealed concerning the
others, left thera looking for His return. Hence
when Peter, having the revelation about himself,
asks what about John, he is told that that is a
matter of the Lord’s will whether he tarries till
He comes or not, which will was not revealed.
Therefore, most decidedly, the Lord left His dis-
ciples waiting for His return. It was their one
great comforting hope.

And this same blessed hope, with fuller details
from an ascended Christ, was preached to all
believers afterwards by the disciples themselves.
So that all the early Christians were working on
in the service of God in happy expectancy of His
return to receive them to ﬁimself. Have they
been disappointed ? Did they hope in vain? No,
certainly not ; the same blessed event is before
them ; they are only waiting in a brighter sphere
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for it, while others are being saved for the same
blessing. They died truly, but they died with
this same blessed hope before them, which had
sustained them in lire; they Lave not lost their
hope, but have gone to be with Christ, which is far
better, till the time of His coming, then they shall
be, with all believers who have died, the first on
the scene; “the dead in Christ shall rise first, then
we which are alive and remain,” etc.

But let us see what Scripture says as to the
way this is to be brought abont ; for this blessed
hope is no mere speculative theory, or a mere
inference gathered from other events, but a most
positive and clearly revealed event. Nothing
could be more clearly revealed. Oh that our souls
may lay hold of it in all its living reality, in all
its comforting power; that our hearts may be
continually in the apprehension of the ravishing
prospect; that the glory of that rapturous moment
may shine so brightly before our souls that our
hearts may glow with happy expectation. Oh let
us hasten, my fellow Christians, ;oward that grand
and glorions day when we shall be in glad fruition
of all that is celestial and felicitous—of the most
exalted creature bliss. What are all present and
sublunary attractions compared with the glory of
that coming day when our sun shall no more go
down? We may ask, has the reality of the
glorious wonders of redemption yet dawned upon
our souls? How little our poor earthly minds
lay hold of the sublime revelations of the heavenly;
how feeble seems to be our grasp of the heavenly
blessings that are ours in Christ Jesus! We seem
to cling with far greater tenacity to the transitory
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vanities of this poor, poor world, than we do to
substantial and eternal blessings. Dear fellow
Christians, it is a reality to have to do with a
once crucified but now glorified Christ; all that
we are, and have, in Him is an abiding reality
before our God, as well as all that we expect to
be and have very soon with him.

Turn then to 1 Cor. xv. 51 to the end for a
most clear and simple unfolding of this blessed
truth—the Lord’s coming for His people. * Be-
hold I show you a _myst,el('iy ;7 it is revealed as a
secret something not told out before. The Old
Testament treats of the coming of Christ to estab-
lish His kingdom on the earth, and bring His
earthly people into the glory of it. But the New
Testament gives us another feature of His coming
entirely, i.e., His coming to take a people out of
this world to heuvenly glory—to take many people
who will be living on the earth to heaven without
passing through death at all, hence, “ We shall
not all sleep,” that is, not all die. But we cannot
be in heaven with these terrestrial bodies—bodies
of flesh and blood ; therefore, it is added, “But
we shall all be changed.” Now let us not go
astray here as many have done; we shall have
bodies in heaven, as the previous part of this
chapter shows most clearly ; truly they will be
spiritual bodies, but they will be bodies like unto
the body of Christ, who has gone to heaven.with
a body of flesh and bones. I emphasize this
because spiritual body has been explained to mean
little or nothing more than a spirit ; and at best
the thoughts of Christians are very vague on the
important subject.
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“Spiritual ” is characteristic ; just as natural,
or carnal is characteristic of our present bodies, 8o
spiritual will be the character or nature of the
heavenly and eternal body ; but it will be a body.
Jesus has a body in heaven—the body in which
He left this carth ; He said, “Handle Me and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye
sce Me have” (Luke xxiv. 39). This was after
His resurrection, which term -—resurrection—
can only be applied to the body, and never to
the spirit. And we read in Phil. iii. 21, that
Jesus shall change these budies of humiliation,
and fashion them like unto His own glorious
body.”

T)l’ncrefore we read in 1 Cor. xv., “ But we shall
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump.” It is evident that the
vague and anti-scriptural theory of evolution, with
its long tedious process, avowedly taking ages
to effect the least perceptible change, has no place
here. The few thousand years of known history
are only like one tick of the clock in a century in
comparison to the time required by evolutionists
to effect any great change ; this runs into millions
of years. This is a necessity of the case arising
from the fact that history affords no real proof
of the theory, thercfore it must be sought outside
history, outside human observation altogether :
then of course it is no proof at all, but simply a
speculative theory, and that is just what it is,
purely and simply; then let it be known that
those who hold the theory of evolution hold it
gratuitously. Moreover, let everyone know that
it is an infidel theory; for it i1s diametrically
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oppused to the Scriptures; yea, ‘it logically dis-
poses of a personal God entirely.

All the great changes in the history of the
world, physical and moral, are, in the Scriptures,
attributed to the miraculous power of God, and
have been sudden. The creation, the forming of
this world as the abode of mankind ; the flood ;
the establishing of the nation of Israel, and the
revelation of the truth of God to them; the
introduction of Christianity into this world; and
the introduction of Christians into the glory of
God, as seen in the passage we are dwelling upon ;
the establishment of the millennium, and the
great final change in the heavens and the earth,
resulting in the new heaven and the new carth;
I say all these are brought about by the miracu-
Jous power of God. The Bible is a record of
miracles.

Evolution is therefore, I repeat, diametrically
opposed to the Bible ; let men make their choice
between the two, but the inconsistency which
Erofosges to hold to both is despicable in the very

ighest degree. An evolutionist cannot consist-
ently claim to be a Christian, much less a Christian
minister. But I must proceed.

We see then that this change is to be sudden,
that it is to he accomplished by the mighty power
of Christ miraculously exerted ; “ According to
the working whereby He is able even to subdue
all things unto Himself ” (Phil: iii. 21).

For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we (those who are
alive and remain at that moment) shall be changed.
“For this corruptible must put on incorruption
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(or incorruptibility), and this mortal must put on
immortality.”

What a wonderful change that will be! A
change from humiliation to glory ; a change from
a wotld of sorrow and suffering to a scene of the
most unalloyed joy, and the most exalted bliss ;
from a state of failure in which we often grieve
the Saviour whom we love, to a state that shall be
in every way suited to Himself. From a scene of
mist and darkness, where His glory and beauty
are 80 obscured to the vision of our souls, to a
scene of unsullied light, where His glory shall
shine in all its undiminished lustre before our
ravishing eyes ; where the light of His counten-
ance shall ever be lifted up upon us; where we
shall gaze upon His face refulgent with the
Father’s glory and not be afraid. Oh! what &
change! all in a moment.

Yes, it will one day really happen that thou-
sands of people walking about on this earth,
st,rugglin% with all the difficulties of this life, and
suffering from all the sorrows of this world ; some
mourning, some rejoicing, some in the best of
health and strength, some on beds of languishing,
expecting to depart and be with Christ every
moment ; some filled with forebodings of the
coming morrow, some looking for a special plea-
sure ; some young and joyous, just commencijng
life ; some old and grave, and only just waiting
to pass off the scene; some gathered together
around our blessed Lord exalting and praisin
His name with one heart and with one voice, a.ng
some preaching His glorious worth and the value
of His finished work ; yes, doubtless all this will
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be true of thousands of people at one moment,
and the next moment they shall be gazing upon
Christ in glory, fully conformed to His image, and
surrounded by all the felicities of heaven. Oh!
what a change! Should not such a hope inspire
us with holy joy and enthusiasm, and to whole-
hearted devotedness in the cause of Christ, and
with more real loyalty of heart to our coming
Redeemer.




Cuaprrer 1IV.

THE LAST TRUMP.

I wisH now to say a few words about the last
trump mentioned in these verses, 1 Cor. xv. 51, etc.
We have seen what a mighty change is one day to
be effected in the redeemed of theiord. As sure
as Jesus has been into this world and suffered for
sin, and has gone back to the Father’s house,
so surely will He come again to receive His own to
Himself and to effect this glorious change in them.
“We shall all be changed in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump.”

What is meant here by the last trump ? It does
not mean the last that shall ever sound ; for we
read of other trumpet sounds after this event has
taken place, and in other connections altogether.
It means the last of a series ; there will be another
serios immediately following (the seven mentioned
in the book of Revelation), the last of which will-
bring us to another aspect of the second coming of
Christ, not His coming for His saints, but His
coming with them, or rather they with Him—
manifested with Him in glory; “The Lord my
(tod cometh with ten thousand of His saints” ; so
they have evidently been taken up previously by
an earlier trumpet call.

Some have thought that because this is called
the last trump, it therefore carries us to the-tima
of the sounding of the seventh trumpet of the
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Revelation. But those seven are another series
connected with judgment; this terminates the
carecr of the Church on earth by translating her
to hcaven. There is nothing in what happens at
the sounding of the last of those seven that
answers to this.

It has been the custom in military operations
from the earliest stages of known history, to
indicate certain manceuvres by trumpet sounds.
May we not then have here an allusion to such
custom ? I believe we have, and to such custom
as well known in the Roman army at the time
when this revelation was given.

It is said that in the Roman army of those
days there were three sounds of the trumpet, the
significance of which was well known to every
Roman soldier. Each sound meant a progressive
movement. The last blast finished the series of
movements, and here I believe is where the
allusion comes in. The coming of the Lord for
His own will be the last of a series of events
concerning His redeemed people.

And now may I be allowed to refer to the
preliminary blasts of the trumpet in the Roman
army, as, at least, illustrative of earlier events in
the history of the Lord’s people, preparatory to
their being caught up with Him. It will be
understood that I am not importing these pre-
liminary trumpet sounds into Scripture teaching,
but wish to use them only as illustrations of truths
that are most clearly taught in Scripture.

Let us imagine for a moment the Roman soldiers
in camp, slumbering and slecping, or idling away
their time ; and while in such a state the sound of
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the trumpet is heard—the first sound ; the blast
resounds throughout the whole camp ; and now
see the soldiers, they are all awakened from
their slumber and sleep, and every man is brought
to his feet before the General, and there they all
stand awaiting further orders. Does not this
beautifully illustrate the first of the series of events
in the Christian’s history ; the beginning of a series
of events the end of which shall land him safely
in glory ! What is this first and great event
which must precede the second, and the last 1 It
is the gospel truiapet—that thrilling blast that
stirred our very souls and aroused us from our
death-like sleep, and brought us to our feet before
our God ; that quickened our souls into life, and
left us standing consciously before the Lord our
Saviour, awaiting further orders. Yes, this is the
first trumpet, and, I need not repeat, it comes
before the last, and if the result of this life-giving
trumpet-like voice of the gospel is not heard and
known in the soul, neither will the result of the
last (in this series of blessings), calling a people to
eternal glory, be known. %s will be the terrible
‘blast of judgment alone that shall be heard; and
‘the awful result known to those who hear not the
gospel trumpet in its clear, soft, yet life-giving
and certain sound. But we will proceed with our
illustration. .

We now see the Roman soldiers—having heard
the first trumpet—every man upon his -feet
awaiting further orders, to be conveyed in the
second trump; now we hear the blast, and
immediately see every man busy packing up his
baggage and taking his place in the ranks, and
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the whole army thus getting ready to march off.
Is not this pregnant with illustrative instruction
for the Lord’s people ¢ What follows next in the
series of events relating to the believer, i.e., what
follows the gospel trampet—what follows conver-
sion? Is it not those trumpet-like exhortations,
which bid the believer to pack up his baggage, gird
up his loins, and take his place in the ranks of
God’s people 7 Is it not the teaching of the Word
-of God, which instructs the believer as to his place
and path in this world ¢ However, this is the next
thing in order for a converted soul, having heard
the word of the gospel in real saving power,
having been made the happy possessor of the
salvation of God, he now finds that the One who
has saved him is the Captain of his salvation, to
whose orders he now has to attend, and to whose
discipline he is subject. And does He not instruct
us to pack up our baggage, take our place in the
ranks of His beloved people, and be ready to
march off at any moment. ?Iow beautifully, then,
the second trumpet sound of the Roman army
illustrates this truth.

No less apt is the third and lest blast in this
series of trumps, as an illustration. We see now
the Roman soldiers all in rank, as one army, read
to march off, just awaiting the trumpet sound,
listening for it, knowing well what it means the
moment it falls upon their ears; hence the moment
the last trump rings through the air they march
off, in the twinkling of an eye, as it were. Just
80 it will be with God’s redeemed people. They
bave heard the gospel trump and believed it ; it
has aroused them from their death-like sleep ; they
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have heard the second trump calling them into
separation from the world as a heavenly company.
The next blessed event, and the lust in the series,
as taught in Scripture, is their rapture to the
Father’s house, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ into the air. This longed-for and glorious
event is to be ushered in by the last trump, that
is, it completes the whole order of events in
regard to the Church, or the saints who compose it,
beginning with their conversion out of this world,
which lieth in the arms of the wicked onc, and
ending with their reception into heaven, hence it
is called the last trump. We use this Roman
custom simply as an illustration; it is the truth
thus illustrated that we desire our readers to be
more especially o:cupied with. -

Really we do not see why there should be any
difficulty here, in the last trump. The term lust
applies to the subject under consideration and not
to another subject altogether, such as is the sub-
ject of the seven trumpets of Revelation; these
give us another series of events in another connec-
tion, and can have no possible application to the
Church of the present dispensation, for they
indicate a series of judgments upon the sons
of men for rejecting Christ and His gospel, while
the trump we have been considering is associated
only with those who have received Him angd
His gospel, ushering in not judgment, but blessing,
eternal glory. The last of the seven in Revelation
is a woe trumpet, and ushers in judgment only.

We read also of the feast of trumps, “a memorial
of blowing of trumpets” (Lev. xxiii. 23-26). We
believe that this dispensationally applies to the
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gathering of Judah and Israel at the coming of
Christ for the deliverance of His earthly people,
and to bring them into their earthly inheritance,
hence it is to be accompanied by the day of atone-
ment, that is, the time when the atonement of
Christ shall really be applied to that people. So we
read, “ Ye shall afflict your sonls” ; this indicates
their repentance. This is followed by the feast of
tabernacles, which typifies the millennium. All
these three feasts are in the seventh month, one
on the seventh, another on the tenth, and the other
on the fiftcenth day. And all who have knowledge
of dispensational truth agree that they will find
their antitype in the gathering together, repent-
ance, redemption and blessing of Israel in con-
nection with their earthly possessions, and that the
trumpets are especially connected with their
ingathering. We believe that Mate. xxiv. 31
applies to the very same events as are typified by
the above named feasts, hence we read in verse
thirty, “Then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn,” i.e., they shall afflict their souls, then the
great sound of a trumpet gathering them together.
That such, however, will be the case at the coming
of Christ to the earth is everywhere taught in the
prophets. That Israel will repent and shall be
saved, and be gathered to their own land, is the
great theme of the prophets.
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T all, ot onlp part be caught up?

CHAPTER V.

SCOPE' OF THE RAPTURE—WILL ALL
BELIEVERS BE TAKEN ?

WE have seen, (1) That the coming of Christ to take
His people to the Father's House—to heavenly
glory—is the great hope of the Church—that it is
always kept before the Lord’s people as the very
next event of universal interest to the Church ;
the climax of the ways of God with her on the
earth, and the realization in glory of His purpose
concerning her ; (2) That this aspect of the second
coming of Christ is peculiar to the New Testament,
that it finds no place in the Old Testament revela-
tion; (3) That this coming of Christ is for His own
people; and those of them therefore who have fallen
asleep will be raised from the dead by the same
trinmphant shout and trumpet blast which calls
up the living ; and (4) That this may happen any
time; and thatthere is no warrant whatever in Scrip-
ture for setting dates as to such coming. At the
sametime we have Scripture warrant for concluding
that the blessed event, draweth very near ; for we
find ourselves in the midst of a state of things
which the Scripture describes as characteristic of
the last days. Moreover, the prophetical student
can see things progressing even towards events
that are introductory to the Millennium itself.
We would now dwell a little upon the nature
and scope of this aspect of the coming of our
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adorable Lord and Saviour, and the rapture of
those who are His. This will give us an opportunity
of confirming (if such confirmation be needed) the
points which have been hefore us by reference to
other scriptures on the subject. And as there is
difference of judgment on this part of the subject,
and that on the part of good and earnest men,
who are alike diligent students of the Word of
God, we shall be all the more anxious to establish
our views upon Scripture itself. And the vievs
of those who think differently from ourselves we
shallbe glad to put side by side with onr own,
that thus our readers may have an oppor-
tunity of hcaring what can be said on al} sides ;
providing this be done in the spirit of grace.
Not that we wish to perplex our readers, but
because we believe that the mest effectual means
to unity of judgment, on the part of those who
equally desire to know the will of God, is the
exchanging of notes; and that we believe all
such should be heard, and readers may then
judge for themselves. This is but following
a Scriptural principle. ‘“Let the prophetsspeaktwo
or three, ang let tho other judge” (1 Cor. xiv. 29.)
At the same time the great thing to consider is,
not the maintenance of our own views, because
they are our own ; but the edification of our
hearers, or readers, by putting the truth in such a
clear manner, and with such a gracious spirig, that
it will mako its way both to their hearts and minds
at the same time. For God has revealed things
to come, not only that we might know thom, %.c.,
merely know them, but that they should have a
moral effect in our souls and react upon our lives. .
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In view of this we will now go on to consider
the following questions: (1) Does Scriptuie teach
a partial rapture of believers at the Lord’s comiug,
or under any circumstances ; or does it teach that
the rapture will be entire, i, including all
believers, and that it will happen at the coming of
Christ in the aspect which we have been
considering ? (2) Will the Church be caught up
previous to the great tribulation, or be left to go
through it ? (3) About what time will elapse, as
far as we can gather from Scripture, between the
catching up of the Church and the coming of Christ
toestablish His Kingdom,that is, between His coming
for His Church and His manifestation in glory ?

These are important questions, so important as
to render the differences of view on the part of
earnest and godly men most regretable in the eyes
of all who love the appecaring of Christ. Somuch,
as to the interpretation and application of
correlative events, depends upon a right under-
standing of the nature and scope of the coming of
Christ for His people, that we desire to make this
a8 clear as we are able to do. At the same time,
it is-imposssible to understand the true rel:tion of
this latter to other events, without some knowledge
of the nature of those events themselves, and the
importance of dispensational distinctions.

We ask therefore for prayerful and diligent
investigation on the part of all who help in the
discusssion, and that we may fuirly weigh each
others points, and if we must oppose them, do so
in a gracious manner.* And, above all, let us

* Up to this point these chapters were originally
written for a Magazine edited by the author, but which
has since changed hands and title.
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endeavour to study tho subject in a dependent and
docile spirit before the Lord—as dependent upon
the teaching of His Holy Spirit, and as willing to
be taught by the same ; in which case we may be
sure of profit and blessing.

« We would, moreover, ask a patient and unpreju-
diced hearing on the part of our readers, and that
they also will pursue the subject in prayerful
dependence upon the Spirit of God, and with

-diligent searching of His word.

The first question for consideration now is, will
all or a select number only, of believers be caught
up at the coming of Christ ? To put it in another
way, will any believers of the present dispensation
take precedence in their rapture to glory, or the
redemption of their bodies, of other believers
of the same dispensation ?

This is a most important part of our subject ;
if we were simply interpreting Scripture, we see
no need to raise such a question, but since we
wish to help our readers in regard to current
views and difficulties, we find ourselves face to
face with it. It has been raised, and raised by
godly and devoted men (with whom we are sorry to
find ourselves differing), therefore we must give it
a patient investigation, and as the majority of our
readers have, with ourselves, settled conclusions on
the subject, and may think it unnecessary to bring
in the question at all, we would assure such, that it
i8 raised not only by one or two who are inthehabit
of expressing their views without well weighing
them over or exercising sufficient care, that they
shall be in accordance with the plain teaching of
Scripture, but by many good men, and diligent
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students, who are men of sober judgment. This
should make us see well to our own views, and
subject them to the light of Scripture with an
unprejudiced mind ; while we should be all the
more cateful to found them on Scripture teaching.

We will look therefore at the question, firstly,
in view of the work of Christ as being the only
ground of our fitness for heavenly glory ; secondly,
in view of the distinct character of the present
dispensation; thirdly, in view of the plain
statements of Scripture, and fourthly, in view of
current arguments and interpretations, on which
they are based.
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Caaprter VI

THE QUESTION LOOKED AT IN VIEW
OF THE WORK OF CHRIST.

IF only part of the Lord’s people are to be taken
up when He comes it must be on account of some
special merit of their own, such as will distinguish
tgem from those of the redeemed who will be left
behind ; and it is certain that these latter will not
be left in this world after that blessed event, be-
cause they are unfit for the holy presence of God,
or for the place that Christ has gone to prepare
for them. To say that such is the case (i.e., that
they are unfit), would be a dishonour to the work
of Christ ; because His work it is which prepares
them for the place, and, having accomplished that
work, He has gone to prepare the place for them ;
and His coming again is to take them to the place
which His first coming has fitted them for. For,
be it remembered, we are speaking of those who
are really saved through the precious blood of
Christ. The question is, will all or part only of
these be caught up at the coming of Christ as pre-
dicted in 1 Cor. xv. 51, &c., and 1 Thes. iv. 13, &ec.?
The view we are questioning says that only part
of them will participate in this rapture to glory,viz.:
the faithful and watchful.

This view simply makes the rapture a reward
for faithfulness, to be obtained, therefore, by a
certain number of the Lord’s people only, i.e., the
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faithful ; while those of His pcople who are left
behind are left to the trials of the great tribula-
tion as a retribution of their unfaithfulness.

I think this fairly states the view of those who
believe in a partial rapture, though details may
differ a little with different interpreters. We may
now therefore look at what this means.

Satan is ever ready to discredit the work of
Christ, to frustrate the grace of God, and to in-
culcate a selfrighteous spirit even among the
Lord’s own people. And does not something of
this kind appear in the view just described?
Though we are far from believing that those who
advocate the view think so, most of them are quite
clear and sound in guspel truth, and earnest in seck-
ing souls. But still we ask, does not the view, in
itself, make the translation of the saints dependent
on their own merit more than on the work of
Christ ¢ Truly it does not turn me in upon my-
self and my works for salvation, but it certainly
does turn me in upon myself and my faithfulness
for my translation at the Lord’s coming, i.c.,
though my salvation does not depend upon what
1 do in the way of righteousness, my rapture to
glory among those who are first caught up does.
I shall have to give myself credit for participa-
tion in at least one great event in God’s economy
of grace, of which my fellow believers were mot
worthy, though it is true that the Lord will re-
ward faithfulness, and those of His servants who
have been more faithful than myself will have a
reward that I am not worthy of. But the great
govereign act of Christ’s coming for His people is
not put as a reward for faithful service, though
often urged as an incentive to it.
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Yet there is a sense in which every blessing may
take the place or character of reward. Even eternal
life when looked at in contrast to any present
suffering and loss we may be subjected to, is
viewed asa reward (Mark x. 28-31). Yet thisis the
‘common possession of believers. The Lord’s people
may have to give up many things to become frue dis-
ciplesof Christ. Butwhatof that ¢ They havemany
mercies from God Himself now, and in the future
eternal life, in place of what they thus give up;
and so the glory which is common to the Lord’s
people is put as a reward—a compensation—for
present suffering. Thus we see that life and glory,
things that belong to all true Christians in Christ,
are kept before us as the fullest compensation for
any suffering and loss that we may be put to now
in our faithfulness to Christ, but. that is a very
different thing from such suffering and sacrifice
meriting the life and glory. Nevertheless, there
will be rewards given to the Lord’s people as
merited by their faithfulness, which will differ in
character and value, as many Scriptures show.
But we must not confound these with the blessings
that are common to all believers and secured to
them, in the most absolute way, by the sovereign
grace of God, and through the redemption work
of Christ.

The question of reward will, however, come be-
fore us in its place. We are here looking at our
subject from one point of view only. We do not
think that the coming of the Lord, or the rapture
‘of the saints, i¢s. a reward, in the sense of some-
thing given for something done. Though, truly,
gqints will be rewarded af His coming. But the
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coming itself, and the translation of the saints,
form a part of the purposes of God concerning His
people, and not His ways with them, as does the
matter of rewards. It is very important to dis-
tinguish between these two things, as they are
distinct in the teaching of Scripture.

But suppose for a moment the view we are
criticising to be right, would it not leave us in
great uncertainty as to whether or not we should
be among the happy number who will be counted
worthy of this rapture ?

There is among God’s people a gradation of
faithfulness, ascending from the most worldly and
unfaithful of His children to the most devoted and
loyal. Where, then, is the line to be drawn, 7.e., at
what particular degree of faithfulness do we insure
this hope to our souls? May it not require a
little self-righteousness and self complacency to
lay claim to the necessary measure of faithfulness %
May not our own estimate of our faithfulness be
very different from the Lord’s ? Who would say
“] am among the faithful number.” This would
have at least the appearance of arrogance, yet
I must be able to say it before I can know that I
shall be among the raptured ones, at least, among
those who wil% be the first to be caught up.

It may be said that this must be left with the
Lord; He knows who are worthy; and if the
view were scriptural, this would be the only
conclusion we could come to in Christian humility.
But, as we have said, this leaves us uncertain as to
whether or not we are faithful and devoted
enough ; and hence, as to whether we shall be
caught up or not; and yet Scripture shows that
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God’s people should not be in doubt about it. For
it is the Lord’s absolute promise, “I will come
again and receive you to Myself”; *“The Lord
shall come,” etc.

If it be said that intelligence as to the coming
of Christ, and the watching and waiting for Him
are the necessary conditions; our objection is,
that many believe in His coming as a doctrine,
and are professedly looking for Him, and yet are
living arything but devoted Christian - lives,
while some others who are not intelligent as
to His coming, and hence not professedly looking
for Him in this way, are living most practical and
devoted Christian lives; though we are thankful
to say that such are now becoming interested in
the blessed subject. But we cannot think that
the holding of the truth of Christ’s coming as a
doctrine merely is a guarantee of faithfulness, or
secures our translation when the wondrous event
shall take place. Scripture everywhere shows
that the holding of the truth in theory, without
its effectual working in the life, is nothing, unless
indeed it be sin. At the same time, without
being intelligent in the letter of the doctrine, or
theologically clear, there may be the practice that
becomes it, arising from spiritual instinct, or love
to Christ ; still we acknowledge that such will be
in a right condition to learn the truth as revealed
in Scripture, and none of us can, with impunity,
ignore, or make light of what is written.

It is only fair to say that some expositors dis-
sociate this secret rapture, as it is sometimes
called, from the coming of Christ, and say yes, we
agree that all will be caught up at Christ’s coming,



44 THE COMING OF CHRIST.

but the faithful, we believe, will be translated to
heaven before His coming. How this has origina-
ted, or by what means it can be supported, we
are at & loss to tell, certainly we turn in vain to
the Scripture for any such idea; the Word of
God speaks of no rapture of believers, except at
the coming of Christ. However, the arguments
here urged against the rapture of a discriminative
selection by the Lord’s coming, apply with equal
force to this view also.

We believe that Scripture clearly teaches that
neither devotedness, nor intelligence, but living
agsociation with Christ by His Spirit, and through
His own precious blood, secures our translation to
heaven at His coming; though surely all
associated with Christ thus, should seek to be both
intelligent in His Word, and devoted to Himself.

Indeed, it is wrong to dissociate a godly and
devoted life from the possession of salvation ;
the former is the practical evidence of the latter,
and without such evidence the possession of salva-
tion may be questioned. At the same time I get
the salvation, the possession of which is thus
evidenced by sovereign grace, through the work of
Christ alone. One thing is certain, viz., the work
of Christ makes us fit for the divine presence, fit
to stand before God and before the Son of Man ; so
that all truly saved people are ready in this sense}
made ready by the blood of the cross, and made
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, and as
redeemed ones they belong to Him ; He has bought
and cleansed them; they are as much His now ag
they ever will be, and this very truth (the absolute
character of salvation), is urged as a reason for
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devotedness of life, and not as the outcome of such
a life, or reward for it.

So, too, with the coming of Christ for His own.
Is it not urged as a reason for, and incentive to,
practical holiness of life, rather than as the re-
sward of such a life? Is He not coming for His
own because they are His own, and because He
desires to have them with Him where He is?

Christ is not coming for us decause we are look-
ing for Him; but we should be looking for Him
because He is coming for us. So also with regard
to our conformity to Christ. We are not going
to be like Him when He appears because we
purify ourselves now, but we purify ourselves
now because we are going to be like Christ then.
“We know that when He shall appear we shall be
like Him.” That is a settled and absolute fact for
all the Lord’s Feo le. And it is baving this hope
in Him that s us to purify ourselves “even
as He is pure.” If I lay hold of the blessed truth
that, in that day of glory I am going to be per-
fectly like Christ, it produces the desire to be
morally like Him now. Just so, too, if I lay hold
of the truth that Christ is coming for me, it
produces the desire in my heart to be practically
ready, and waiting for Him.

Moreover, if only the faithful and watching
among the Lord’s people who are alive and remain
at His coming are to be caught up, and the rest
left behind for tribulation, or discipline, the same
discriminative view must apply to those who have
fallen asleep in Jesus: only those who were
faithful and watching during their sojourn on
earth will be raised and caught up, while such
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as were unfaithful will be left in their graves a
little longer, and we may well ask what for ? Not
for tribulation and discipline, that is certain, for
their spjirits are ¢ present with the Lord,” which
is far better.

- And if those who hold the view will not admit
such a division among those who have died in
Christ, in all consistency they cannat do so among
those who are alive and remain at His coming.
If He is coming for those who have been faithful
and watching for Him in this world, then such
alone will be taken, whether they be among the
dead or living. But if He is coming for His own,
because they are His own, then all that are His
will be taken.

Certainly there is' no such discrimination or
qualification in those passages which describe the
resurrection of the Lord’s people. It says: «“ They
that are Christ’s at His coming,” “ They also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.” These
words admit of no selection among the Lord’s
people who sleep in Jesus, such as the view in
question requires, neither do the words used con-
cerning those that are alive and remain admit of
any such distinction among them. But we will ex-
amine these Scriptures a little later on.

We next look at the question from a dispensa-
tional point of view.




CuarTer VIIL

THE QUESTION LOOKED AT FROM A
DISPENSATIONAL POINT OF VIEW.

WE have no need here to go minutely into dis-
pensational teaching ; it will suffice for our present
purpose to look at one or two of the great dispen-
sational characteristics of the Church.

And the first truth in this connection that
claims our attention is the unity and association
of the Church. She is one. This is the greatest
characteristic feature of the present dispensation.
All who are converted under it are brought into
indissoluble association with Christ, and with each
other. (No intelligent Bible student will deny
this, any more than he will our previous point,
viz., that the work of Christ in all its sublime
dignity makes those who believe in Him fit for
His own holy presence. We are here viewing our
subject in relation to the most obvious and generally
admitted truths ; but truths which we wish to
show are fatal to the idea of a partial rapture of
real members of the true Church of God.) So in-
timate is this unity, that the Church is spoken of
as one body, of which Christ is the Head, and all
true believers the members. .

Hence it is to go on growing and increasing, till
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ (Eph. iv. 13).
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All believers, whether they be Jews or Gentiles,
are by one spirit baptisec{ into one body (see
1 Cor. xii.). I need not say that this is peculiar
to the ,present dispensation. And Christ, as the
exalted One, is spoken of as the Head over all
things to the Church, which is His body, the
fulness of Him that filleth all in all (Eph. i. 22, 23).

Wonderful association! Glorious unity! And
very soon to be fully manifested in brightest glory.
May the Lord enlarge our scanty thought of the
wonders and glories of His grace! Since then the
Church is one by such an intimate unity, and as
such is the body of Christ, will the Lord make a
breach in that unity? Will He (to speak in
accordance with this wondrous figure of unity)
have a mutilated body ¥ Why, it is that moment
—the moment of His coming—that this blessed
unity is to be completed ! that the whole body
will appear as a “ perfect man unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ!” Does not
this Scripture mean that the dispensation-
administration (which is distinctly the subject
in this passage, see the few previous verses) will
go on till tho body has grown to its divinely

esigned proportions, “#ll we «ll”—i.c., all
who are converted under the administration here
spoken of —come to “a perfect man ?”

If all believers are baptised into one body—theé
body of Christ—and under this blessed ministry
this body is to be edified, to go on growing,
member after member being added, till the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ is
reached, will not all be needed to make up the
“perfect man”? Can it be a perfect man without
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all its members? Will our blessed Lord, then,
after having waited and allowed the dispensation
to go on till all are brought into the unity, to
make the perfect man, leave most of the members
behind when He comes? The Church is His
body ; shall not that body appear complete at
that blessed moment which in the Scripture is
ever kept before the saints, or will some members
be wanting? Will not that touching prayer of
our Lord in John xvii. be answered in that
day, viz., “that they may be made perfect in one,
that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me,
and hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me”?
We have, to our shame, grievously failed to ex-
hibit this oneness in testimony in this day, but
will not the sovereign grace which has brought us
into such a é})orious unity according to the eternal
purpose of God, manifest it in glory at the coming
of Christ, when His purpose will have been fully
accomplished %

No true Christian will deny that sovereign
grace has brought us into the unity; though
every godly and intelligent Christian must own
that we have sadly failed to manifest it be-
fore the world; but who will say that God
will on this account fail to manifest it at
the coming of Christ for His own, when the
unity is completed ? God is forming the unity
and He will at that time manifest it in its
perfection, however much we may have failed
to do so in testimony during the present period.
Shall our failure to manifest the unity here be
allowed to mar its manifestation in glory ? No,
certainly not. Its present manifestation in this
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world is connected with our responsibility in
which we have so miserably failed ; but its future
manifestation in glory depends upon the purpose
and grace of God, which shall never be frustrated.

The coming of Christ for us is as much an
act of sovereign grace as is the new birth.
The passages that give us His coming all show
us this, In John xiv.,, the only conditional
“if” refers to His going away, “if I goaway”
—then the sovereign and unconditional “I will
come again and receive you unto Myself.”
Further down in the chapter the manifested
presence of Christ and of the Father to us
now s conditional npon our obedience.

So in 1 Cor. xi. 51, etc., the language is most
absolute : “we shall not all sleep,” “we shall all be
changed.” Also in 1 Thess. iv. 15, ete.  “ The
Lord Himself shall descend” ete.,, no condition
whatever (that is taking: for granted that
we are His);it is an act of sovereign grace,
and if the coming of Christ for His people
is an act of sovereign grace, it cannot be con-
sequent upon any merit of life or conduct in
themselves. Though surely, like every blessing
secured in this sovereign and absolute way, it
should heget a deeper desire in the souls of
God’s people to walk worthily of it—to answer
in our life and conduct to the grace that
bestows it. 'We believe that a true apprehension
of the distinct character of the present dis-
pensation is indispensable to a correct under-
standing of events in rclation to the second
coming of Christ. We shall have occasion to
turn to the subject again in conunection with



FROM A DISPENSATIONAL POINT OF VIEW. 51

other views of the rapture of the saints. Hence
having sought to shed the light of this subject
on the question before us, and said, as we judge, as
much on it as is necessary to our present purpose,
we leave it for the moment and proceed with our
enquiry from other points of view.
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CHaPTER VIII

THE QUESTION IN THE LIGHT OF SOME
PLAIN STATEMENTS OF SCRIPTURE

WE have had occasion to refer in an incidental
way to some Scriptures on the question before us.
But we desire here to arrange in order those pas-
sages which relate directly and indirectly to the
point, except two or three passages on which the
1dea of a partial rapture is based, as these will
come before us for considcration uzuder our next
heading, #iz., The question looked at in view of
arguments and interpretations current among
those who teach a partial rapture.  There are in
connection with every-truth of Christianity pas-
sages which teach such truth in the most clear
and absolut¢ manner. and there are others
which put the same truth in a less absolute way
and which appear to us more obscure; indeed,
that even scem, to our darkened minds, to clash
with the Scriptures which are so simple and clear
on the subject.

If those passages which scem to us obscure onp
any part of Christian doctrine are interpreted in-
dependently of those which are most clear on the
same truth, error of judgment will sure to be the
result. It is always wrong tointerpret the mean-
ing of any author on any given subject from figur-
ative, obscure, and ambiguous passages, in such a
way as to make it clash with what the same author
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has written on the same subject in more simple and
unambiguous language.  This is also true in re-
gard to Scripture; it may be taken as a rule with-
out exception to be wrong to interpret figurative
or obscure passages in such a way as to make them
clash with other passages which teach the same
truth in clear and simple and unmistakable
language. Take for instance the way of salvation.
There are passages, thank God, which teach this
in the most simple and clear langnage, and -make
the way so clear that a way-faring man though a
fool need not err therin ; that show that salvation
is of the Lord; that it is throngh the finished
work of Christ, with faith in Him alone. There
are other passages which seem to clash with these,
which are less absolute in their application, and
more obscure in their meaning. But that it is
wrong to set these latter against the former is
obvious. The safe way is to interpret those
passages which seem to us obscure in the light of
others which are clear and plain ; and, if we find
this impossible, then wait for light, for be sure the
darkness is in ourselves.

I havesaid passages which scem obscure, because
I believe for the most part that when we get
before us the point of view from which any such
passage treats the subject under consideration, the
obscurity vanishes; we see the darkness was in
ourselves and not in the Scripture. .

And so in regard to the way of salvation. Some
passages speak of it in an objective, or absolute,
sense, while others treat of it from a subjective,
or practical, point of view. The former makes its
possession depend entirely upon Christ and His

.
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finished work. The latter look at it in view of the
life and conduct of the one who possesses it ; and
as the practical life is not the ground, but the
proof. or denial of its possession, these are less
absolute, and seem to make all depend upon the
life of the Christian ; because in these passages the
whole question is not the ground of salvation, but
the proof of its possession. Hence the condi-
tional “if.” The apostle does not say, By
which ye are saved, because ye keep in memory,”
but “if ye keep in memory”; not, becauss ye hold
fast, but “if ye hold fast”; not “because ye con-
tinue,” but « ifKe continue.” This is, if inter-
preted in the light of all simple gospel texts, that
we are not saved by holding fast, etc., but our
holding fast is a proof that we are saved.

The fact that apples grow upon a tree is the
surest proof that it is an apple tree; and, if I
say, “that is an apple tree if apples grow upon
it,”I put what I wish to be known (.. that a
certain trec is an apple tree), beyond all question.
But this is not saying that the apples made it an
apple tree, or keep it such after it is made one;
but that they prove it to be one. Holding fast
does not secure our salvation but evidences 1t.

We make these remarks on general principles,
because of their importance in connection with
our subject; for some passages view the Lord’s
coming in relation to the purposes of God con-
cerning His people, while others view it in rela-
tion to His ways with them.

There are at least seven passages which speak
of the Lord’s coming in relation to believers of
this dispensation in the most positive and absolute
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way ; viz. (1) John xiv. 3; (2) 1 Cor. xv. 51-58;
(3) 1 Thess. iv. 13-18; (4) Phil. iii. 20, 21 ; (b)
1 John iii. 1-3 ; (6) Rev. xxii. 7, 16, 17 ; (7) Tit.
ii. 11, 12, 13: We do not limit the application of all
these passages to the Lord’s coming for His peoy.e,
for we believe that some have a more general
bearing ; and in 1 John iii. it is more especially
His manifestation that is brought before us; but
the truth taught in 1 Cor. xv., 1 Thess. iv. and
Phil. iii. shall then be seen as an accomplished
fact, i.e., *“ We shall be like Him.”

There are other passages which refer inci-
dentally, or perhaps more or less directly, to-the
subject, but we here choose the most positive,
believing, as we do, the importance of being clear
in our apprehension of the truth objectively before
we can rightly understand its application sub-
jectively. '

While all these passages, in greater or less
degree, look at the Lord’s coming in relation to
His believing people, the first three show more
distinctly and clearly their rapture at His coming,

In the first the Lord says “ If I go away I will
come-again to receive you unto Myself.” As we
have remarked in an early chapter, this presents
a new aspect of the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ to the Jewish mind.

The Lord does not here say “I will come to
redeem Israel,” or “I will come and set up M
kingdom,” though assuredly He will do this. But
here it is a different thing altogether, it is His
coming to receive His people, who believe in Him,
as the rejected One, to Himself in the Father’s
house. In the second passage, 1 Cor. xv., we
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have the same event before us, i.e. the Lord’s
coming to receive His people from earth to heaven ;
and here the way in which it is to be brought about
is gxplained in the most simple manner possible.

The points in this chapter that bear especially
upon our present question are the following:—
(1) That the resurrection of the Lord’s people is
at His coming, for those that are Christ’s will
then be raised, v. 23 ; (2) That some of His people
will not need to be raised from the dead, for they
“shall not all sleep,” i.c., not all die, but that
these latter will be changed; (3) That by this
event the resurrection of the dead, and the change
of the living, will be fully manifested—* brought
to pass "—the victory of the redeemed over death
and the grave ; and (4) That this victory is a given
victory, and through our Lord Jesus Christ. These
are the four main points in this passage, and they
are all most absolute; the fruit of the sovereign
grace of our God, and the redemption work of
Christ. There is not a single word in this whole
passage, which is a cardinal Scripture on the sub-
ject, to imply that the change of the living saints
from a mortal to an immortal state (which takes
place at the rapture), depends in any way upon, or
1s in any sense a reward for faithfulness down
here, or that any of the Lord’s people will be ex-
cluded when the glorious event takes place. ~ But
there i3 everything in the passage to exclude such
an idea.

Yes, it is clearly His people that the Lord is
coming for, and they will be caught up with Him,
because they are His (of course, their lives are
supposed to evidence this), both those that sleep,
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and those that are alive and remain. The event
is, for those that are alive and remain, just as abso-
lute and indiscriminate (z.c., as far as the redeemed
are concerned) as it is for those that sleep. Hence
the same blessed event brings us into the fullest

-fruition of glory and victory. Can this in any
sense be a reward to some of God’s people for
their faithfulness, and hence true of them, and not
of others, or at least that others have to wait a
little longer to merit it by a more faithful walk ¢
We should say certainly not, it is a given victory,
and “through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Blessed, glorious future! Ravishing prospect
for all the people of God! All the glory be to
our God and the mighty work of our Lord Jesus
Christ. But surely while sovercign grace in re-
demption work has secured such a prospect to us,
the apprehension of that grace acts as a mighty
motive power .in our souls to holiness and
faithfulness.

The third passage given above (i.e., 1 Thess. iv.)
most fully and unequivocally confirms all that we
have gathered from 1 Cor. xv. The same absolute
character stamps the passage. The same truths
are if possible more simply told. Certainly the
catching up of the saints as being simultaneously
with . the resurrection of the sleeping, and tie
change of the living saints, is put beyond all
question, and the victory implied in the won-
derful and soul-stirring words: “So shall we ever
be with the Lord.”

We think all fair and unprejudiced students
must admit that these Scriptures exclude the
idea of a partial rapture in any sense whatso-
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ever. It is the Lord’s people—believers, the re-
deemed, as such, and without exception—that are
the subjects of this rapture—all who are among
the redeemed when Christ comes, whether they
have died, or are still living.

The four remaining Scriptures, referred to above,
all present the coming of our Lord as a recognised
and absolute fact, which shall bring about the
changing of these bodies of humiliation into the
likeness of His glorious body, a most sovereign act
which is nowhere made conditional upon our faith-
fulness, but is connected in Romans viii. 28-31,
with the eternal purpose of God, and is always
looked at as taking place at the Lord’s coming for
His own in respect to all who believe in Him till
that moment.

In the last of these seven Scriptures we find that
the reception of salvation, the practical life of those
who receive it, and the coming of Christ—-the
blessed hope, and appearing of the glory, are all
connected in an unbroken c%ain. So 1t should be,
and will be with every child of God who is subject
to the teaching of His grace. But the salvation
is mine through faith in Christ alone, and now I
should live as a saved one. The apprehension of
the very grace that brought the salvation teaches
this, and it teaches me also to look for that blessed
hope. for a blessed hope there assuredly is before
all.who are saved.

We shall have occasion to turn to this passage
in a subsequent chapter, so we will leave it for the
moment.
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CuarTErR IX,

THE QUESTION LOOKED AT
IN VIEW OF CERTAIN ARGUMENTS AND
INTERPRETATIONS.

WE have now to enter upon an examination of
such passages as are so interpreted as to make
them teach a partial rapture. These are mainly
the following : —Matt. xxv. 1-13 ; Luke lxxi. 36;
Rev. xiv. ; and Heb. ix. 28.

We have in our last chapter laid down a prin-
ciple of interpretation which we think all must
allow as not only being a safe principle, but the
only right one, viz, that a truth taught in figura-
tive language or isolated passages, presenting that
truth in = different connection from that in which
cardinal passages teach it, must not be interpreted
80 as to clash with such cardinal passages which
teach the same truth in the most positive, simple,
and unequivocal language; but that these latter
must govern the meaning of the former. Such
clear and simple passages have been before us, and
we think that every unbiassed reader is bound to
admit that they exclude all idea of a partial rapture.

And as to the Scriptures referred to above,
which are supposed to teach such a rapture, the
first is entirely figurative. The second and third
treat of a different subject altogether. There is
not a reference to the rapture in them, even if
they apply to the saints that are caught up at the
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coming of Christ for His own at all. As to the
fourth we acknowledge that it might be thought
at first sight to give support to the rapture of a
select company ; but such a conclusion is by no
moans Inevitable ; and seeing that other passages,
which teach the Lord’s coming to receive His
people, so obviously exclude such an idea, it would
be, to say the least, rash to teach it from this one.
But we proceed to state and examine the argu-
ments (as far as we have been able to ascertain
them) that are based upon these passages.

We begin with Matthew xxv. 1-13. It is said
that the foolish virgins of this chapter represent
the saved, as well as the wise, but that they are
unfaithful. .

The wise virgins, our friends of the partial
rapture view say, are faithful and watchful
Christians, and the foolish are unfaithful and un-
watchful Christians, but they are all Christians.
And this interpretation is based upon the fact
that they are all spoken of as virgins; and cer-
tainly if this fails there is nothing else in the
parable to suggest such an idea.

It has often been observed that it is wrong to
overstrain a parable, or to expect the dictionary
meaning of every word in the figure used to indi-
cate the truth illustrated by the parable as clearly
as simple narrative language would do. How
very misleading it must be, therefore, to take just
one word out of a parable and base a theory upon
it without regard to the meaning of the whole,
espocially when that theory is not only against
the plain teaching of other passages where the
same truth is clearly taught, but even against the
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cardinal and essential part of the parable itself, as
is the case in the instance before us.

For the most part parables teach general prin-
ciples in an outline sort of way. Hence, at least
some feeble grasp of the whole is necessary to a
true interpretation of a parable, and to a right
understanding of any part of it ; while if we occupy
ourselves with the detail without due regard to
the general bearing of the whole we are almost
sure to err. And such is pre-eminently the case
with the parable, or simile, before us at this time;
for it gives in the most general manner the
great features of a whole dispensation, yet all in
view of the important event which terminates
such dispensation.

We have, generally speaking, in the parable, an
ancient Eastern custom used to illustrate the
history of two classes of people in their relation to
one spoken of as the Bridegroom, in view of a
great crisis at the end.

The Bridegroom is the Lord Jesus. The two
classes spoken of generally as virgins, and par-
ticularly as wise and foolish, are those who during
the Bridegroom’s absence occupy by profession a
certain place in relation to Himself. The object
of tho parable is to show that profession in the
light of the crisis at the end; that is, the truth and
reality, or the falsity, of the profession is proven
by the coming again of the Bridegroom.

Though the parable begins with a reference to
the end, ““ 7hen shall the kingdom of heaven,” &c.,
yet it is obvious that the object of this is to look
at the history given in view of the end referred to.
For such history there is : ¢ The virgins go forth”;
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“The Bridegroom tarries ” ; * They all slumbered
and slept 7 ; “ They are awakened and go forth a
second time.” After which there is an indefinite
time long enough to prove thav some have oil and
some hiave not. The test is the light (true testi-
mony) ; just as in another place it is the fruits by
which real possession as well as profession 18
proven. At length the expected event takes
place, which event shows that only five of the
virgins are ready for, and received by, the Bride-

oom. The others are utterly rejected, and the
oil is seen to be the one essential thing for ac-
ceptance with the Bridegroom, and those who had
no oil are not only rejected by Him, but unknown
to Him.

Now, with the main points thus before us, does
it not become clear that the parable applies to the
present dispensation, and to real and professing
Christians ¥ It cannot be, as some have said it is,
entirely Jewish, for a long history with different
stages is clearly one great part of the parable.
Hence the words: “Go forth”; “The Bride-
groom tarried ” ; ““ They all slumbered and slept” ;
“They were awakened and went out.” Then
there is still time to prove that the wise have oil,
and the foolish have not. Such history is incom-
patible with the present position of the Jews, who
have no special place in the present dispensatiorr
as Jews, but who are saved in the same way as
Gentiles and brought into the same blessing;
where there is neither Jew nor Greek. .And as to
the crisis of the end, in which they will figure «s
Jeus, in a very special way, it will be short and
severe.
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Tho ten virgins are clearly a figure of all profess-
ing Christians, real and unreal. The real are dis-
tinguished by the possession of oil in their vessels
with their lamps, and hence designated wise. The
unreal, or false professors, are without that oil; and

. hence are designated “ foolish.”

They are all alike spoken of as virgins, i.e., they
are all Christians by profession ; and hence, they
all have the lamps, which signify that profession.
But the great essential is the oil, without which
the lamps are not a bit of use.  Oil is a figure of
the spirit of God, so used everywhere in Scripture;
this was wanting on the part of the foolish virgins;
hence they are seen not to be ready when the
Bridegroom comes, and rejected by Him when
they afterwards come knocking. He says, I know
you not. He knows all His sheep ; and all who
are saved are His sheep; but “if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ (the oil), he is none of
His.”

The fact that they are all called virgins does
not necessarily mean that they represent only real
‘Christians, any more than the fact that because
‘people take the place of being Christians and call
‘themselves by that name, in itself, proves that
they are really born again, and have the Spirit of
‘God. It is the light shining out in the life ; such
as can be supporied by the Spirit of God alone,
that proves the reality of the profession. Hence,
“Dbytheir fr uits ye shall know them.” The pos-
session of the oil is essential .to life, or, rather, in-
separable from life.

There are several Scriptures which make special
reference to the class of people represeuted there
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by the foolish virgins; viz., such as accept the
religion of Christianity without accepting Christ ;
who have the lamps, but have not—the possession
of life in the Spirit—the oil—which is necessary
to shstain the light. See Maitt. vii. 21-24 ; xxiv.
48; xxv. 24-30. Will any one say that the evil
servant of chapter xxiv. is a really converted man
simply because he is called a servant? Or that
the wicked servant of the chapter before us, verses
referred to above, is a child of God for the same
rcason ? Any such thought is forbidden by the
verses that follow, which show that both are com-
mitted to the judgment of the lost, onc has his por-
tion with the hypocrites where there is * weeping
and gnashing of teeth” ; the other is cast into outer
darkness where there is “ weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” And yet it would be just as consistent
and logical to say that they were truly saved be-
cause they are called servants, as to say that the
foolish virgins are saved people because they are
called virgins. The New Testament everywhere
shows that there are those who outwardly connect
themselves with Christianity—with the name of
Christ—whose lives prove that they were never
truly converted into it; were never really born
again, and as all men are to be' judged on the
ground they take, these are judged as unfaithful
and wicked servants just as the Jews will ~be
judged as Jews, and the heathen as heathen, those
under the law by the law, and those without the
law, as without law. This is very solemn,
and should lead to self examination on the part of
all who profess the name of Christ.

I have heard it argued, that because the word
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is “our lamps are going out ” that therefore they
must have been burning. This is logical enough.
But does not even the profession of Christianity—
because of what it is in itself—give a little light
for a time like the flickering wick of a lamp Without
ail? However, we are distinctly told that, < they
took no oil with themn;” and this is why their
lamps went out, why they were shut out, and why
the king would not acknowledge them. Just so if
a soul has not divine life, whatever profession
there may be, there will be no real and sustained
testimony for Christ, and no fitness for His pre-
sence at His coming. There may be Christian
works without Christian fruit, see Matt. vii. 21-24
and Luke xiii. 26-28. The fruit of the Spirit can
only be borne by those in whom the Spirit dwells ;
“the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus
Christ” can only be borne by those who are in
living association with Jesus Christ.

Thus we see that whatever there is common by
way of profession and name in the wise and foolish
virgins, there is nothing by way of real inward
possession.

But one would think that the end- of the
foolish virgins makes it clear that they represcnt
false and not real Christians—not even unfaithful
redeemed souls ; but we believe that when there
is divine life there will certainly be some real
fruic in the life.

As to the second Scripture referred tg on a
preceding page, Luke xxi. 36, as one of the pas-
sages adduced to prove a partial rapture, we do
not see that it has anything at all to do with it.
Certainly there is nothing whatever said in this

5
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chapter about the catching up of the Church. It
treats of things especially in relation to the Jews
and Jerusalem, of the scattering of the Jewish
people and the consequent desolation of their city
“until*the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,” the
present dispensation as such being left out of the
question, the words just quoted stretching right
over the present period and bringing us down to
the end, hence the next paragraph, verse 25,
begins with the words “ And there shall be signs
in the sun and the moon,” ete., referring to the
coming of the Son of Man, which therefore is
definitely spoken of in verse 27, His coming here
being looked at in relation to Israel and the
Kingdom ; the words “This generation shall not
pass away till all be fulfilled,” referring to the
Jews, “generation ” being understood in the sense
of race.’

Thewords at the end of verse 24, “Until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled,” imply an indefinite
period between the troubles and scattering of the
Jews at the destruction of Jerusalem and the
coming of Christ for the redemption of Israel, and
the establishment of His kingdom; and this is
given especially in relation to the Gentiles, it is
until their times be fulfilled, without saying any-
thing about what God is doing during these times,
viz., gathering out a people for the heavens.
Thus, the troubles of the Jews at the beginning of
this period are connected with their troubles at the
end of the same ; the trials of the great tribulation
being looked at as a continuance (after an interval of
desolation) of those experienced at the destruction
of Jerusalem. Hence the disciples to whom the
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Lord here addresses Himself are looked at as a
remnant of that people—the Jews, therefore the
exhortation given them will apply most strictly to
those converted Jews who will occupy that place
in the time of trouble that is coming at the end.

+ As to the disciples themselves, they were
afterwards brought, under another, parenthetical,
and newly revealed dispensation, into the church,
which is something distinct from both Jew and
Gentile.

Thus, we see that this whole chapter has to do
with the Jews, Jerusalem, and the coming of the
Son of Man to establish His kingdom. Why
then import the rapture into it ?

But, perhaps some of our readers may not be
aware how this is done. The argument is that
those who watch and pray always, and hence are
counted worthy to escape all those things that
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
Man, are the faithful among the Lord’s people,
who only will be caught up at the time of the
rapture. But we ask again, why bring the rapture
in here, and import it into a part of Scripture
where not a word about it is found? Itis the
coming of the Son of Man to establish His
kingdom and redcem Israel that is before us in
this chapter; and why, we ask, should not the
verse in question apply to the remnant of that
people, for whose regemption He appears .in this
chapter ¢

The things they were to escape, we judge, are
the judgments of God that at that time shall be
executed upon the ungodly, as well as the sins
mentioned in the two previous verses However,
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what the Lord’s people are set to wait tor in this
chapter is not the coming of the Lord to catch
them up to meet Him in the air, as Christians
of the present dispensation are ; but the coming of
the Son of Man to establish His kingdom on this
earth, and to redeem Israel. See verses 28
and 31.

Is it not clear then that this Scripture is ap-
pealed to in vain to support a partial rapture ?
We are saying more on these passages than is
needed to show that they do not support the idea
that we are examining, with the desire to help our
understanding of what they do mean..

We turn now to Rev. xiv. It is said that the
‘hundred and forty-four thousand mentioned in this
chapter, represent the faithful from among the
children of God in the present dispensation.

As it would take too much space here to gointo
and demonstrate what we belicve to be the right
interpretation of this chapter, we content onrselves
by showing that whatever it teaches, it does not
teach a partial rapture; for, even supposing it applics
to the saints of the present time, and implies
their rapture as it is said, still it gives no warrant
whatever for saying that it represents only part
.of them, viz., such as were faithful and watching.
Truly it is said they arc without fault before the
throne of God, and that they were followers of
the Lamb, and that they sing a song which no
others can sing. But even if they represent the
saints of the present dispensation, this gives no
authority for saying they represent fart, of them
only, forasmuch as this is said of the Lord’s people
gonexally. In Ephesians i. we rcad that those whe
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were chosen in Christ are chosen that they should
be holy, and without blame before Him in love.
Does not this apply to all His saints ? to all who
are washed in His blood ? To say that it does
not is equivalent to saying that those who are
thus before klim are so by their own merit, for
either we are ‘“holy and without blame in love
before God,” by the redemption we have in Christ,
or by our own merit. If the former, it is true of
all redeemed souls. If the latter, it is only true
of those who have been faithful. But we know
that this is impossible. Nothing that we are in
oursclves, or can do by ourselves, could give us
such a place before our holy God. Nothing but
the precious blood of Christ could make a once
sinful people 8o suited to the divine presence.

All true and intelligent Christians know that it
is through redemption, and hence truc of all be-
lievers. Another passage speaks of our being
“complete in Christ,” and another of our being
“perfected for ever through the sacrifice of
Christ.”; and as to being followers of the Lamb,
the Lord speaks of His sheep as following Him.
Those who do not follow Him are not His sheep.

Though we know how we all fail when we come
to examine our conduct in the light of His word,
still every newly born soul islooked at as a follower
of the Lamb.

And never do we read of part of the.Church
singing a song in which the other part could not
join. For the Church is one before God.

Thus we see, then, that supposing the passage
applies to the saints of the present dispensation
(though we do not think it does), it does not
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teach a partial rapture, and this is all we need to
show for our present purpose.

Now we come to our last passage (Heb. ix. 28),
and the only Scripture that at first sight appears
to lend any sanction to the idea we are examining,
but certainly not necessarily so; and when we
find other passages forbid such a meaning, we
should pause before attributing it. hree
things are clearly taught in this verse, (1)
Christ has appeared once in this world “to bear
the sins of many ”; (2) He is coming again “for
those who look for Him ” ; (3) His second coming
is without (literally, apart from) sin unto salva-
tion. But salvation for whom ? Surely for those
whose sins He bore at His first coming. And who
would say that the words, “ Those that look for
Him,” or, as it is literally, “ Those who await
Him,” necessarily mean those who are intelligently
and faithfully looking for Him ? And certainly in
some way or other all truly redeemed souls are
looking for Christ.

Their hope is to see Christ, and be with Him.
They may not be able to tell us how this is to be
brought about. Perhaps they know no other
way than by their own death. But still they
look to see Jesus. If a man does not in
some way or other expect to see Jesus, and
is not in some little measure at least lookingfor
the time when this hope shall be realized, we may
ask is he a truly converted man? Is it possible
to know Jesus as our Saviour, and yet not be ex-
pecting to see Him? We believe, then, that this
Scripture views all the Lord’s people as looking
for Him, with more or less intelligence and faith-
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fulness. But I question if the passage can be
limited even to the whole of the Church, much
less to a remnant of it. Does it not also apply to
Israel ¥ Will He not appear the second time to
the remnant of Israel unto salvation ? The first
time was to have to do with sin by making atone-
ment for it. The second time shall be apart from
sin for the deliverance of those who await Him.
As a fact this will be true of the Church at the
rapture, and of Israel subsequently, when the
Lord comes to establish His kingdom.

And the fact that other passages which teach
the truth of the Lord’s coming in a simple, clear,
and cardinal way makes this certain, fully justifies
such a conclusion.

May the gracious Lord stic up our hearts to
more real fidelity and devotedness to Himself, and
earnestness in His service, until the glorious
moment arrives when He will call us up to be for
ever with Himself !



Part IIL

T or will not tbe Cburch pass tbrough
great tribulation?

CHAPTER X.

PRINCIPLES AND DISTINCTIONS TO BE
OBSERVED.

IN determining the question before us, we must
give heed t#&certain distinctions in the order of the
Scriptures, and God’s ways with man, and to
purposes concerning him, also to the relations that
certain leading truths bear to each other. If this
is ignored, clearness must nov be expected. The
only way to get at the true application of any.
prophetical event, is by seeing its place in relation
to other prophetical events.

That there are different dispensations and
different families presented to us in Scripture
is certain. Aud dispensations that are so difterent
in character that they cannot go together. So
much is this so sometimes, that an event of one
_dispensation cannot be brought into another.

Events that were quite in place in the dispen-
sation of law, might be thoroughly incompatible
with that of grace, and things that would be quite
out of place now for a people of heavenly calling,
passing through this world as pilgrims and
strangers, will be quite proper for a people
established in blessing on this earth in the glorious
reign of Christ—a period that is ‘o come.

And we think we shall see that the main char-
acteristics of the short period of “Jacob’s trouble ”
are incompatible with the great characteristics of
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the present time, yea, that the dispensations
themselves are so diverse, that they cannot go
together. v
t is impossible for a Conservative and Liberal
government to be both in power at the same time.
“The two administrations, or dispensations, cannot
go together. Hence, if we were studying the
history of England, we should know that laws
made by a Liberal government were not enacted
during any period in which a Conservative govern-
ment was in power.

With God’s dispensations the object of one is
completed before another has fairly set in, though
there may be a sort of transitional period, shorter
or longer as the case may be. Scripture is not one
jumbled mass, something like a jelly fish, though
truly it always looks at things in relation
to one Person, viz., Christ, and is one glorious
whole, yet it is made up of distinct parts,
like a well organized body in which is presented
the greatest verity in the most perfect unity.
There is more distinction, order, and classification
in the Holy Scriptures than most of us are yet
aware of, though all is made to contribute to one
great object, i.e., the exaltation of Christ in
whom the glory of God is made good.

There are distinct purposes of God in connection
with heaven and earth respectively, different
dispensations for the administration and accomp-
lishment of those purposes, and ways of God
which are distinct from both His purposes and
dispensations. His purposes concerning Israel as
a nation, with all nations in relation to this one,
and His purposes concerning the Church, should
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never be confounded. All these are distinct in
themselves, though all filling a place in God’s great
and glorious plan concerning man, hence, how
important rightly to divide the word of truth !

We do not think that what we here state about
the order and distinctions presented in the
Scriptures will be questioned by any intelligent
Bible student. However, our observations among
the Lord’s people lead us to this conclusion.

But while we admit such distinctions, we must
not fail to recognize them in our studies, or attempt
to draw our conclusions without regard to them.
And especially is this important for the examin-
ation of the question before us at this time. -

Let this be remembered aswe go on, it will greatly
help us, and our examination of certain Scriptures
will confirm such order and distinctions. In this
connection we will remark that before determining
whether the Church will, or will not, go through
the Great Tribulation, we must learn what that
Church is, its character and its hope, and also
what are the cause, churacter and object of the
Great Tribulation through which the Church is or
i8 not to pass.

We Lave heard arguments against the view we
take, based upon the need of, and blessing derived
from, trial, on the part of the Church, and pro-
ceeded with in a way that reflects a want of
courage on the part of those who hold the view,
and are looking for thé Coming of Christ, and not
the Great Tribulation first, as if they held this
view because they shrink from that time of trial.

At the same time the argument attributes a
certain amount of Christian valour to those who
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are looking for the Great Tribulation before the
coming of Christ for His Church.

Now all this is, I need scarcely say, irrelevant
to the question before us. What has the likes
and dislikes of the Lord’s people to do in the
matter ? It is a question of the revealed will of
God. We think that if it were the will of God,
and as such revealed in the Scriptures, that the
Church should pass through that time of un-
paralleled trouble, such as were practically ready
and longing for the Lord to come and take them
to Himself, would be the best fitted to go through
such a time for His glory ; but if it is not His
revealed will, it is only an affected valour that
would desire it. But we are far from attributing
this to many who do believe that the Church will
pass through that period of persecution, and
governmental judgments upon the earth, for they
think it is the revealed will of God.

Hence, our present task, or rather pleasure (for
we have no prejudicial or unkind feelings in the
matter), is to give our reasons for believing that
it is not. ’

But all will agree that whether we would, or
would not, has nothing whatever to do with the
case. The whole question is, What is the will of
God in the matter, as revealed in His Word ?
This is the subject before us at the present time.
May the Lord help us in our inquiry into His word
about it ! .

‘We will now proceed more particularly with our
investigations, And as we desire to be as simple,
clear, orderly, and demonstrative as possible,
we will divide our examination into parts, and
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classify our evidence in as simple and concise a
manner as we are able to do; looking at the
question from different points of view, and .in
different relations to other truths. And as we
believe that the Church will not go through the
Great Tribulation, we think it will facilitate enquiry
if we honestly take this position at the outset, and
proceed to give Scripture ground for such belief.

We are all the more anxious to do this clearly
because our belief is not shared by some dear
servants of Christ.

We will, therefore, mark out seven standpoints
from which to view the subject; and we think
that if our reader will take notes of the evidence
we gather from each standpoint and then put all
together, he will agree that Scripture affords good
ground for our belief.

The following are the seven points of view from
which we propose to look at the question :—

1st.——The Cause, Nature, and Object of the
Great Tribulation. .

2nd.—The Parenthetical Character of the
Present Dispensation.

3rd.—The Distinct Character of the Church.

4th.—The Hope of the Church.

5th.—The Coming of Christ as King of Kings.

6th.—Direct Scripture Testimony.

Tth.—Objections and Arguments against a Pre-
tribulation Rapture. '

Will our reader then accompany usin a friendly
(we do not say uncritical, for we desirc him
to judge), but unprejudiced spirit ?
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THE CAUSE, NATURE, AND OBJECT OF
THE GREAT TRIBULATION.

THE designations applied by Scripture to the
Great Tribulation are the following: “ The time
of Jacob’s trouble” ; “The time of indignation ”;
“The day of His fierce anger ”; * The great and
terrible day of the Lord ”; “A time of trouble,
such as was not since therc was a nation” ; * The
great tribulation” ; and *“The day of vengeance of
our God.” None of these terms could possibly be
applied to the present dispensation. The char-
acteristics of the present dispensation are given in
terms quite the opposite of these, viz, *“The
acceptable year of the Lord” ; “The day of
Salvation ” ; and ¢ The day of the long-suffering of
God.” This is a day characterized by grace, and
not of fury. A day during which pardon and
peace are being proclaimed, and not indignation
poured out.

Hence, is it not certain that a great change is to
take place, by which the ¢ Acceptable year of the
Lord,” “The day of long suffering” is to give
way to the day of vengeance ?

({enerally speaking, the short period”known as
the Great Tribulation is the day when God will
reckon with the nations of the earth, among which
the nation of Israel will occupy a central position
and come in for special judgments, just as after-
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wards they will be the centre of glory and a
blessing on earth. Hence specifically it is called
“Jacob’s trouble.” But ‘The day of vengeance of
our God ” is a more general term, and applies to
the whole world to ‘“the uttermost parts of the
earth,” for He shall *“dash them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel,” Psa. ii. 9. There is yet another
aspect in which that time of judgment may be
looked at, viz., in its bearing upon Christendom.
For the true church being taken to Christ Himself,
the false church, or corrupt Christianity comes
into remembrance before God, “to give unto her
the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.”

Though the main characteristics of the Great
Tribulation are given in the Prophetsand the book
of Revelation, and have more particularly to do
with Israel and the nations, yet the apostacy of
the present dispensation (a dispensation not taken
into account in the Prophets), as given in the New
Testament, merges into it for the reception of her
cup of judgment. 2 Thess. ii.

The terribleness of that awful day baffles all
description ; it is beyond our conception in these
comparatively easy going times, during which God
allows evil to take its course and is not bringing
men and nations to immediate judgment. It is
said that the darkest hours of the night are the
two or three hours that immediately precede the
dawn of day ; and so it will be dispensationally ;
the last hours of the dispensational night, which
immediately precede the dawn of that fair mill-
enial morn, will be the darkest hours in this world’s
history. It may be described as a tremendous
struggle between the powers of light and darkness,



THE GREAT TRIBULATION. ')

but light shall gain the day and fill the whole
world with glory. Yes, that awful time ; those
dark hours shall be succeeded by the dawnof the
brightest day in this world’s history. A uay with-
out a cloud, in which restored Israel’s sun shall no
more go down.

Oh, to know the power and reality of these
things in our souls in such a way that they may
influence our whole lives, and deepen our desire to
live to the glory of our God, imparting such real
and pure motives as shall stir us up to more godly
energy, more whole-hearted devotedness, and holy
enthusiasm in the cause of Christ. Surely if these
things have the place and power in our souls that
the spirit of Erophecy intended they should have,
we shall be thereby freed from the undueinfluence
of present things, which tend so powerfully to
absorb our hearts and engross our whole attention;
we shall be willing to lose the present world for
that which is to come, and hence, ever ready to
leave it for a brighter scene. Is it not- when the
power of the world to come is known in our own
souls to such a degree as to free us from the
influenco of the present world, that we can more
powerfully and effectively present that world to
come, in all its glories, to those who are thoroughly
enslaved to the present world, who have no in-
terests outsido this sublunary region ; who have
no other prouspect than “a few days to live and
full of trouble” ; who have no better treisure than
a little white and yellow earth ; who have no other
glory than that which is as the flower of the
grass, which to-day appears in all its fascinatin
charms, and to-morrow fades and dies away ; ri'
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gay, is it not when our souls are, by the power of
things to come, freed from the power of these
present things, that we are able more effectively
to show up the vanities of this life and the glories
of “that which is to come? Nor is it a small
matter that our own souls should be free from
slavery to the vanities of this alienated world, and
brought into a fuller enjoyment of the liberty of
our heavenly relationship, and filled with gratitude
because of our knowledge of deliverance from the
“ wrath to come,” and with joyful anticipation of
the ravishing prospect of seeing our blessed Saviour
and being glorified with Him.  And is not this the
cifect of a true apprehension in our souls of things
to come ?

The cause, then, of the Great Tribulation is, par-
ticularly, the sin of Israel ; and generally, the sin
of all nations. Compare Deut. xxviii., Isa. i.
21-24, Jer. xiii,, Ezek. xx. & etc., xx. 17, etc.
The nature of the Great Tribulation is judgment
by governmental means, war, pestilence, famine,
persecution, delusion, ctc. See Isa. ix. 5, and
chapter xiii., Joel iii. 9, to the end, Matt. xxiv.
21, ete., Rev. v. to xix. i

The Great Tribulation is always looked at either
in relation to Israel, the Gentile nations, or corrupt
Christendom, and never is the Church—the true
Church—of the present dispensation threatened
with, or prepared by warning for the troubles of
that day of vengeance. This statement takes for
granted the view, held by the most profound
prophetic students, that the disciples in the time
of Matt. xxiv. held the place of the remnant of the
Jewish mation, and that the great multitnde
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mentioned in Rev. vii. is made up of Gentiles who
will be saved under the Jewish missionaries and
by that aspect of the gospel which proclaims (as
the portion of those who believe it) the glories
of the earthly kingdom then about to be ushered
in by the coming of the Messiah, the “King of
Kings and Lord of Lords.” But more of this
further on.

Moreover, the Great Tribulation is essentially
retributive and purgative in its character. It is
the time when God will exercise judgment in
righteous' retribution upon the nations of which
Isracl will be the centre, in view of purging out
“all that offend and they which do iniquity,” and
the bringing the remnant of Israel into their pro-
mised blessing, and the remnants of all nations
into a new and glorious era. I would emphasize
the fact that it is always Israel, the nations, and
corrupt Christendom that are in question when
that day of vengeance is brought before us. And
when the saved are referred to the great distine-
tion between Jew and Gentile is again conspicuous,
the middle wall of partition (which in the present
dispensation is broken down) is again constructed.
This is clear in Rev. vii.

While the Church is spoken of as being called
out from among the nations as not being of the
world—ber calling is a heavenly calling—she is
both distinet. from Israel and the nations ; ¢ there
is neither Jew nor Greek.” The relationship of
the Church is above and beyond all the relation-
ships and nationalities of this world entirely ; also
her citizenship is heavenly, and her sphere in that
millennial day of glory keavenly over the earth,
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Who can read the cpistles of Paul (to whom the
dispensation of the Church was especially given)
without seeing this ? God’s purposes concerning
the Church are most distinct from His purposes
concerning Israel and the nations, and the Gentiles
who will be saved and blest with Israel, who are
represented by the great multitude in Rev. vii.

‘When once all this is admitted, the incongruity
of bringing the Church into Jacob’s trouble or
the tine of God’s judgment upon the nations
becomes obvious.

The object of the Great Tribulation is, generally,
to thoroughly purge the whole earth, and par-
ticularly, to purge the nation of Israel, and to bring
that people through, refined, into their promised
blessing, after executing judgment upon their
enemies, for He shall « gather out of His kingdom
all things that offend and them which do iniquity.”
See Isaiah i. 25-31, and iv. 4 ; Zechariah xiii. 9 ;
Malachi iii. 2-6 ; Matthew iii. 10-12. All the
passages which speak of “the Great Tribulation ”
show that the earth, nations, and earthly reign of
Christ, form the subjects of it. The glory and
blessing of the earthly kingdom is promised to
those who are saved during and through that time
of purging, whether Jews or Gentiles.

Whereas the Church is callel out from the
nations, it is heavenly in its character, and heavenly
glory, the Father’s house, and rapture to heaven
are kept before her as her prospect. She looks not
as does the Jew, for the Messiah to come and restore
her to glory and blessing on this earth (for she
never possessed an earthly inheritance, it was
never promised to her), but she looks for her Lord
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to come and call her up to heavenly glory, where
her inheritance is reserved for her.

But the Jewish nation, as such, has an earthly
inheritance reserved on earth for it, and they
—as represented in the believing remnant by
4nd bye—will most certainly be brought into it.
The main object of the Great Tribulation is to refine
them by purging out the rebels and thus. pre-
pare them for the promised inheritance. *The
consumption decreed shall overflow with right-
eousness.”

Though truly the Church is interested in that
age of blessing which shall immediately succeed
the Great Tribulation, and to which that awful
time of trial is introductory ; for though her
specific inheritance is not on earth, she 18 most
interested in the earthly sphere of the glory of her
Lord, yea, is to reign with Him over the earth.
But this is a different thing from being blest on
earth under His reign. ‘

Surely the most feeble spiritual understanding
perceives the great difference between God’s pur-
poses concerning His Church, and His purposes
concerning Israel and the nations. And once such
distinction is admitted, we are in a better position
to understand the order of events at the end of
the age, at which time the full accomplishment of
God’s purposes concerning the Church will be
realized, and the resumption of His purposes con-
cerning Israel, and the nations of the earth in
relation to them, will take place, and in a short
time be accomplished. But if such obvious dis-
tinction be denied, no clear understanding of the
order of events in relation to the Church, Israel,
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and the nations, in the coming crisis can he
expected.

And this is the question we are here considering.
It is admitted by all intelligent Bible students that
the events which form the subject of this work are
to take place, but the question before us is the
order and arrangement of such events in the pur-
pose of God. Does Scripture throw any light upon
the subject ¢ Be it remembered that this is our
inquiry.




CHAPTER XII.

THE PARENTHETICAL CHARACTER OF
THE PRESENT DISPENSATION.

PrOPHECY, as a whole, presents one vast plan,
giving us, beforehand, an outline of the history of
man, with more or less detail here and there,
according to the importance of the epoch or event
predicted. And, ‘“ No prophecy of Scripture is of
any private interpretation,” i.e., no prophecy can
be rightly interpreted independently of other
parts, or in a way that is against the plan itself.
Each event has its place in relation to other events.
It is important, therefore, in determining the
application and time of any particular event to
see that synchronal and co-rclative events have
their place ; otherwise we may be found taking
certain events as the fulfilment of some prophe-
cies, because they possess a few features which
scem to answer to the prophetical description,
and yet they may have nothing whatever to do
with the predicted event ; though there may be a
kind of typical fulfilment of certain prophecies.
For, instance, some of the Jews thought that
Antiochus Epiphanes was the Antichrist, and that
the sacrifice by which he polluted the Temple was
the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Danicl the prophet ; but the co-relative and great
events that were wanting at that time show that
it could not be; hence the Lord spoke of the
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Antichrist and the abomination as future in His
day. And yet no doubt that cruel and wicked
monarch was a type of the yet future Antichrist,
and his wicked sacrifice a type of the abomination
of desolation.

Where history has really filled in prophetical
events there is no possibility of mistake. Hence
all interpreters agree that the predictions of
Scripture and history fit in most perfectly with
each other up to the death of Christ and the
destruction of Jerusalem. But here is a break,
and for want of a general recognition of such
break, interpreters begin to differ at this point,
and different systems of interpretation are applied,
and the greatest ingenuity is brought to bear to
show, on tie one hand, a continuation of pro-
phetical fulfilment in the history of the present
dispensation, and, on the other hand, to explain all
away by a spiritnalizing system. But neither .of
these systems can satisfy a host of prophetical
students ; they do not accord at all well with the
accurate and literal way in which prophecy was
fulfilled up to the point of time we have named.
Many of those who have compared prophecy and
its fulfilment previous to the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, find that no such satisfactory fulfilment has
yet been seen of prophecy, as a system, subsequent
to that epoch.

Why is this so? Surcly it should lead us to
enquiry.

There is._ yet another system of interpretation,
which is followed by many—a vast majority—of
prophetical students, who say that there is an
interruption in the prophetical scheme after the
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rejection and cutting off of Messiah, and that the
present dispensation occupies a parenthetical posi-
tion in such scheme ; and that there will soon be
a change of dispensation, as there manifestly was
at the beginning of the Christian era, when the
past dispensation was displaced by the present;
just so the present will soon give place to another,
in which the course of prophetical events will be
resumed.

Nevertheless there are prophecies in the New
Testament—such as Matt. xiii,, 1 Tim. iv., and
2 Tim. iii.—which have to do with the present
time ; but, at the end of the age, these merge into,
and add new features to, the Great Tribulation,
which occupies such an important place in the
prophetical plan, the outline of which we have in
the Old Testament; but which is amplified, filled
up, and completed in the New Testament ; thus
keeping the future continually before the Church,
and showing her place with her Lord in that
glorious day which prophecy holds out.

The coming of Christ to suffer and to reign ma
he looked at as a kind of pivot around which all
revolve. For, as far as the Old Testament is con-
cerned, we might conclude that Christ would be
born into this world, be rejected and suffer, be
raised from the dead and seated at the right hand
of God, His enemies immediately being made His
footstool, then His advent in judgment to gstab-
lish His kingdom, and deliver His chosen people
Israel, and reign over them and the whole world.
The present dispensation and its peculiar character
was hidden from Old Testament view, it was not
made known in the ages past.” But now, in the
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light of the New Testament, we see that these two
comings, i.e., His coming to suffer, and His subse-
quent coming to reign, are separated from each
other by the present dispensation, for the bringing
in of which the kingdom has been postponed ; and
the special character of which is given in the
Epistles, and more partjcularly in those of Paul;
to which Apostle the dispensation was committed
in a very special way. See Col. i. 24-29, and
Eph. iii.

Wo must remember too, as harmonizing with
this mode of interpretation, that the country of
Palestine is the geographical centre of prophecy ;
the North, South, East, and West, are always
given in relation to that country; while the
Jewish people form the moral centre, and all
other peoples are dealt with in relation to them ;
whereas the Church forms the centre of God’s ways
with man during the present period.

All this confirms the parenthetical character of
the present dispensation. And much more may
be said in support of it.

Though the present interval is not predicted in
the Old Testament, yet that part of it which deals
with time in relation to the Jews and their city,
leaves room for it in the most designed way. Who
can read the account of Daniel’s 70 weeks without
noticing a break between the 69th and 70th week ?
We are told that after 69 weeks Messiah ie to be
cut off, and then (an event which took place 40
years after that), the city and the sanctuary is to
be destroyed ; then, after a reference to the end,
we have mention of the 70th week.

It may be easy to find certain features of evil
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and of good in events of the present era, re-
sembling those which shall characterize :events
predicted for another period. But this is not
enough for the identification.of such events as
particular and primary prophetical fulfilments ; for
shis corelative events must. have their place.

The present period is most clearly presented as
a parenthesis in God’s dealings with Israel in
Romans xi, where Israel .is looked at as the
natural Olive Tree to whom pertain.the ;))romises,
but as being at the present time ‘“cuf off,” and the
Gentiles (or nations, the gospel being sent to all ;
hence the Jews, for the moment are set aside
nationally, though a remnant of them are brought
under the present dispensation into the Church)
are saved by grace for heavenly blessing and by
a heavenly calling altogether distinct from the
promises of earthly blessing. This will be the
subject of our next chapter.

The present period is here looked at as a dis-
pensation of Sovereign grace to all nations, hence
the gospel proclaiming a full and free salvation to
mankind is sent forth through the whole world,
apart from Israel altogether. But we are warned
in the same part of God’s Word that the Gentiles,
despising the goodness of God, will be cut off, and
the natural branches—Israel—will be grafted in
again ; then the nation shall be saved.

‘We partake of the root and fatness of the same
tree it is true, for Abraham is the root of all
promised blessing not only earthly but heavenly.
This gives the sense in which we Gentile believers
are Abraham’s children.

The covenant made with Abraham in its widest
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sense embraces all believers of every dispensation ;
but this does not interfere in the slightest degree
with the fact—which is so obvious all through the
Scripture—that a special line of promise, earthly
in-its character, is peculiar to his liferul seed, nor
is it at all discordant with the fact, so apparent in
the epistles of the New Testament, that the
believers of the present dispensation are brought
into distinct relationships peculiar to themselves
according to the purpose of God.

Whatever else may be taught in this chapter, it
must be apparent to the most cursory reader that
the cessation of God’s special dealings with Israel,
as in the line of promised blessing on the earth ;
o parenthetical dispensation of grace to the Gen-
tiles as outside. the line of earthly promise ; and
the resumption of His dealings with Israel to
fulfil the promises made to them after the Gentiles
lmve;:iiespised His goodness, are most clearly pre-
scnted.

As T have said, this part of Scripture presents
the present period in relation to God’s ways with
men and nations here on the earth, His manifested
goodness to them, their despising of that goodness,
and His consequent judgment upon them. We
must go to other passages for the distinct character
of the blessing -and relationship into which those
are brought who do not despise God’s goodness
but accept the offer of His grace, such as we shall
need to turn to in our next chapter.

If, then, the present dispensation is entirely
parenthetical (and who with the slightest spiritual
understanding can doubt it ?), must not its object
(i.e., the gathering out from among the nations a
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people for heavenly glory) be accomplished before
it ends ¢

And can an entirely different dispensation which
contrasts with the present in every respect—a
dispensation of indignation and judgment, which
has for its object the purging of the earth and the
deliverance of an earthly people on the earth, and
Jor earthly glory and blessing—I say, can such a dis-
pensation fairly set in till the present one be
ended ? Truly there may be a kind of overlapping
as we shall see there was at the beginning of the
Christian era ; indeed we see at the present time
that cvents, in the direction of a change, are
rapidly developing ; already the land of Palestine,
and the Jews in that land, are attracting the atten-
tion of the nations in sunch a way as has not been
known since the destruction of Jerusalem; from
that time the Jews have been dispersed, with no
desire to return to their land until now. But at
the present moment that desire is almost general
among them, and in some parts very intense.

The subject of our next chapter will afford
farther confirmation of the point before us in
this.




CHAPTER XIII

THE DISTINCT CHARACTER OF THE .
CHURCH AND THE JEWISH REMNANT..

THE standpoint from which we are now to view
our important subjcct, and seek help in the’
solution of the question before us, is the marked
distinction between the Church of the present
dispensation as revealed in the New Testament,
and the Jewish remnant predicted for the most
part in the Old Testament but recognised in the
New. A position which, we believe, will be seen
to be most advantageous to, and, as seems to us,
confirming beyond question the view we share.

We therefore ask the indulgence of our reader
in a patient perusal and a fair weighing of all we
have to say from this standpoint.

We wish to remember, as we proceed, that we
have taken for granted that both those who
agrec with us, and those who differ, at least desive
to know the truth as tanght in Scripture on the
subject. Here we are at perfect agreement ; we
all (.e., those for whom we especially write) desire
the Scriptur.l answer to the question. I think,
too, all will admit that either side may have
overlooked some special line of teaching, or mis-
understood some passages on the subject. We
believe, too, that it will be admitted by all that
hoth sides think they have the truth. Since there-
fore we are exhorted to “hold fast that which we
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have,” the tenacity which characterizes each sido
is not to be wondered at, and looking at it in this
light is rather to be commended than.condemned,
i.e., 80 long as there is loyalty to Christ and His
word generally.

What, then, in such circumstances, is the godly
course to pursue in order that our testimony on
such an important subject may be united ? We
are far from believing that it would either be godly
or manly to allow the fact of a majority on either
side to decide the question for us. If this were-
our judgment there would be no need to write:
these chapters, the matter would soon be settled.

We believe that the godly course for the
servants of God in this, and any other subject of
disagreement that is not fundamental in its
character, is to cultivate sufficient patience and
grace in our dealings with each other as will enable
us freely to interchange notes, and fairly examine
each others teaching, in a friendly and Christlike
spirit. This is not agreeing to differ, but agreeing
as far as possible to remove all difference, and to
bear with each other in the grace of Christ in such
difference as cannot be removed. May the blessed
Lord give us such grace !

But let us not forget that it is spiritual things
that we are dealing with ; it is divine revelation
that we have before us, and not a mathematical
problem which the unassisted intellect might
solve.

Therefore, it is divine light we need rather than
intellectual ability ; it is spiritual understanding,
rather than the wisdom of man, that will help us
here ; for, “ The natural man receiveth not the
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things of the Spirit of God . .. . because they
are spiritually discerned.” And admittedly the
subject before us in this chapter, viz., Christ and
the- Church, is a part of divine revelation which
eveil the Lord’s people cannot receive while in
a carnal state of mind. The second and third
chapters of 1 Cor. makes all this certain. We
are there told that the wisdom of God — the
hidden wisdom of God—is spoken in a mystery ;
that none of the princes of this world knew it,
that the natural man cannot receive it, and that
even the Corinthian Christians themselves were
not in a state to receive it. It is necessary that a
Christian should be full-grown, i.e., established in
the truth of the heavenly calling, which the calling
of God in the gospel of the present dispensation
especially is. Such Christians are, in this chapter,
1 Cor. ii., called perfect, i.e., no longer an infant
but fully developed into a full-grown man. Let
us therefore seek the aid of the Spirit of God, and
pursue the subject in a reverent and dependent
spirit.

No apology is needed for the above digression,
for we believe that all Christian readers will
acknowledge the importance of what we have said,
and especially in connection with the subject of
our present chapter.

We will now say a few words about the character
of the Church ; for it.seems to us that we must
understand the nature of the Church as well as
that of the Great Tribulation, that she is, or is not,
to go through, before we can come to any just
decision on the question.

We must still remember that the present dis-
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pensation is parenthetical in its character; this
will help us in considering the nature and calling
of the Church, and a true undecrstanding of the
latter will confirm the former.

The present period is especially the dispensation
of the Church, and the Church is especially the
Church of the present dispensation, and therefore
made up of all that are saved under it.

It is quite true that God always had ¢ Church,
that is, an assembly of saved people; but the
Church of the New Testament, which is the body
of Christ, is distinct from that, or indeed from
anything that existed before. The term Church
might be applied to any assembly, but that does
not say that God may not have one assembly, the
characteristics of which distinguish it from all
others. Are not such characteristics obvious in the
Church of the present dispensation as presentel
in the New Testament ¢

The gospel of the present interval calls sinners
from among all nations for heavenly glory and
unites them to a risen Christ as members of His
body. Men saved from all parts of the world, of
all classes and of all nationalities, are brought into
one relationship and form one blessed unity in which
there is neither Jew, Greek, Barbarian, Scythian,
bond nor free, but all one in Christ.

This is entirely peculiar to the present dispen-
sation; it was not known, nor was it at all
compatible with the nature of things in the Old
Testament times, neither will it be so in the
Millennium, and hence, as we believe, not in the
Great Tribulation, during which, as we have seen,
all Jewish distinctions are again recognised: every-
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thing is looked at in relation to the Jews and the
nations.

Those who do not see the distinct nature of the
Church argue that it is selfish and presumptuous to
say that the saints of the present dispensation are
brought into an unity in which Old Testament
saints do not share. We must say that this line
of argument is unfair and illogical; it has no
premises

It is not a question of selfishness or unselfishness
nor of our thoughts at all, but of revelation. If
Scripture teaches it, it is neither selfish nor pre-
sumptuous to believe it. The question there-
fore is, Does or does not Scripture teach it ? Such
assertions as the above give the question no
answer, and is therefore irrelevant.

There are many things in God’s plan of sal-
vation for man that are common to the saved of
all times. All are saved by the covenant of
sovereign grace through the work of Christ, and
for eternal life and glory. But that does not
interfere with the dispensational distinctions that
we believe to be clearly taught in the Scripture,
any more than the fact that our being as individuals
saved with one common salvation, Saviour and
calling, is incompatible with the truth that we
shall differ from_one another in glory.

There are certain great truths and blessings which
unite all saints of every period into one great
general unity under one glorious Head, namely,
Christ. But this does not deny special dispen-
sational distiuctions and the speciay unity of the
Church ; for Christ is spoken of as the Head of
His body the Church, as well as the Head of the
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whole regenerato raco, the last Adam. And in
another sense as Head over all things.

Many see this general unity which embraces all
the redeemed of every period, but they do not see
the specific unity which only embraces the re-
deemed of the present dispensation.

But is there not such a special unity and
relationship that are peculiar to the saints of the
present dispensation ? Is it possible to study
the New Testament—especially the Ipistles—with-
out seeing it ?

The Epistle to the Ephesians shows most clearly
that we have now an entirely new thing, something
that was not known and did not obtain in the Ol
Testament times; that this special dispensation
was committed unto Paul, given to him as a
revelation. A mystery, “ which in other ages was
not made known.” ¢ The mystery which from the
beginning of the world hath been hid in God.”
In Col. i. 26, we have the same truth. Nor can it
be truly said that, that which is revealed as a
secret, a mystery —that which is new—is only the
fact that the Gentiles are brought into blessing
with the Jews; for this is not the case, the
position and the relationship are new to Jews as
well as Gentiles. The Jews are brought into a
new position and relationship, so much so that
they cease to be Jews, as to their relationship to
the Lord Jesus Christ, and before God.

The present dispensation is altogether above
and beyond nationalities. It makes no difference
between Jew or Gentile to begin with; all are
guilty —the Jews are put on the same ground with
the Gentiles—their national promises and blessing
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bein stponed. One gospel message goes out
to al%, ;)r?d Ell who believ% alr"e called by %h,e same,
heavenly calling, and brought into the same
relationship, all “builded together.”

Doés not this help to explain the meaning of
John x., in which chapter the Lord speaks of
leading out His sheep, verses 3 and 4. e came
into the Jewish fold as the Shepherd ; He was
rejected by the nation, but His sheep hear His
voice and He leadeth them oui—out from the Jewish
fold—out from Judaism entirely. (See the whole
Epistle to the Hebrews.) Then lower down in
the chapter, verse 16, He says, “Other sheep I
have, which are not of this fold; them also I must
bring, and they shall hcar My voice ; and there
shall be one flock (not fold ; this it not the same
word as the other), and one Shepherd.”

We humbly ask then, in all good feeling toward
those who think differently, Is it possible to study
the Acts and Epistles closely without seeing that
the purpose of God, which is finding its accomplish-
ment in the présent dispensation, and for the
accomplishment of which the present dispensation
is introduced and to make way for which His
purposes conzerning Israel and the Kingdom are
postponed,—I say is it possible to read the Epistles
and compare them with the Old Testament with-
out seeing that the purpose of God now made
known, the mystery,—the Church,—is entirely
distinet from His purposes concerning Israel and
the nations ?

And not only so, but that all who are saved
under the dispensation are brought into a relation-
ship unheard of before; different from any
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relationship known to and of the saints in the Old
Testament, and also different from that which
will be true of the Millennial saints.

That the present dispensation and the blessing
and relationship of those who are saved under it,
in some sort differs from all others, every intelligent
Bible student must admit.

Then does it not behove us to learn what that
difference is? And in doing so we must observe
certain things, and be guided by certain principles,
such as ‘“rightly dividing the word of Truth.”
Things that are general and things that are par-
ticular; the leading characteristic features of
different dispensations, and the difference that
obviously exists in the nature of respective pur-
poses of God. Isthisnotso ? If, then, the present
dispensation is parenthetical in its character, and
all saints saved under it brought into a relation-
ship, an unity, peculiar to it—so peculiar that God’s
purposes concerning the earth, earthly glory, and
Israel, are all brought to a standstill until it is
effected—there must be a time when it began and
when it will end.

‘We must therefore devote a little consideration
to this, as well as the manner in which it began,
and the manner in which it will be brought to a
close. In this connection we shall have to make a
little enquiry about the Jewish remnant. And
may the Lord open our understanding that we
may understand these things |




CHAPTER XIV.

THE JEWISH REMNANT.

WE enter now upon a part of the teaching of
Scripture which, taken in connection with what
we have said concerning the Church, affords most
convincing, if not conclusive evidence to the can-
did and enlightened mind of a pre-tribulation
rapture of the Church ; i.e., the truc character and
prospect of the Jewish remnant.

Every Bible student must see that there will
be a believing remnant of the Jews in the Great
Tribulation, who will be brought through it into
the Millennial glory.

Scripture clearly teaches that there will be a
believing remnant of the Jewish nation in that
awful time of trial who will represent that nation
before God, and have as their hope, not the
coming of Christ to catch them up to heaven, but
His coming as their Messiah to judge their
enemies, to deliver them, and to bring them into
the glory of the earthly kingdom—to establish
them in their own land.

No matter how many Jews are converted
under the present dispensation, they do not
represent the Jewish nation, but are all brought
into the Church, as we have seen, and no longer
occupy the place and blessing of Israel as a
nation. “There is neither Jew nor Greek.”
Whereas the remnant in the Great Tribulation do
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represent the nation, and look for the nation’s
deliverance and blessin%s as promised in the
Prophets. Hence the characteristic features of
that time and people will be altogether different ;
and in some respects in contrast to the present
-period and the Church. It is wrong for the saints
of the prosent dispensation to pray for vengeance
and call down fire from heaven upon their
enemies, while this very thing will be characteristic
of the believers in that day of gross darkness. Yes;
while we are exhorted to pray for our enemies,
and bless them that persecute us, it will be quite
proper for them to pray against their enemies,
and call for judgment upon their persecutors.

And while the hope of the Church is the com-
ing of Christ to take her from this earth to
heavenly glory, the hope of the Jewish remnant will
be the coming of Christ to bless them on this earth:

We have seen in the first part of this work
that all who are alive and remain when Christ
comes for His people, will go, and yet we find,
when He comes to the earth, there will be a vast
number of believers whom He does not take away
but blesses on the earth. So that the case stands
thus—either the Lord must have previously
taken up His people to Himself and saved others
during the time of trial subsequent to this event;
or when He comes to reign only part must go,
and the rest be brought into the earthly king-
dom. For if, as some say, “be caught up to meet
Him,” means on His way to take His kingdom,
t.e., synchronal with His coming to the Mount of
Olives, and all that are alive and remain are to be
caught up, .e., all the saved, then there will be
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none left, to be brought out of the Great Tribula-
tion, to be delivered from their enemies into the
glory of the Messiah’s Kingdom on earth. We
think it would be superfluous to stop to prove,
that however many are to be converted when
they see the Lord, a vast number will be wait-
ing for an earthly deliverance when He comes to
reign, and will be established in blessing on the
earth. Is it not therefore obvious that all be-
lievers of the present dispensation must have
been taken up at a previous time, since which
rapture God has been working wonderfully
among His earthly people, in view of the accomp-
lishment of His purposes concerning them on the
earth ?

If, then, there is to be a Jewish remnant in the
Great Tribulation, with all the characteristics
peculiar to that nation as a chosen earthly people
with the glory of an earthly deliverance and
kingdom as their hope, is it not clear that the
object of the present dispensation, which is
distinet from and outside the peculiar privileges
of Israel, and incompatible with the dispensation
which is to usher in the promised blessing of that
nation, so much so, that a cessation in God’s
dealings with them, and a postponcment of His
purposes concerning them, as a nation, were
necessary for its accomplishment—I say does not
this prove, in a way that can scarcely be called
inference, that such object has been completely
accomplished ?

Surely, if in the Great Tribulation there is a
resumption of purposes which were revealed of
old, but postponed for the accomplishment of a
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grand purpose which hitherto had been “kept
secret,” then the purpose for which the postpone-
ment took place must be accomplished.

We believe that this line of truth is immensely
important to the understanding of the whole
prophetical plan, and we fail to see how there can
be any such thing as the “rightly dividing of the
word of truth,” or the understanding of the
perfect order and consonance which we are sure
obtains in the Word of God, without some appre-
hension of it. And yet we have heard some
beloved servants of Christ speak slightingly of it
as a theory.

It would be impossible for us with the space at
our disposal in this brief summary of evidence, to
examine all the passages which show most clearly
that there is to be thus a Jewish remnant in the
Great Tribulation. The greater part of the
Psalms and the Prophets are taken up with pre-
dictions of the Millennial glory and the time of
“indignation *—*“ Jacob’s trouble,”—as being in-
troductory to it. These two things are always
kept before Israel.

Buv let the reader at least study the following
Scriptures in connection with those that have
been before us in a previous chapter (i.e., The
cause and nature of the present dispensation),
and if acquainted with the distinct character of
the Church he will be able to judge for”himself
whether they can apply to saints of the present
dispensation or not. Isaiah x. 20-23, xxviii. 5-6,
xxx. 20-30, xxxvii. 31-32, xliii. 1-2, xlviii. 10,
Psalms xliv. xlvi. xlvii. lix. Ix. Ixviii. lxxiv.
Ixxix. Ixxx. lxxxiii. xeiv. cii. 17, etc., cvi. 6, 47,
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48, cviii. 11, ete., exxiv. cxxix. exl. exliii. exliv.
Generally speaking there are three things pre-
sented to us in these passages, viz. : —

L—A believing remnant of the Jewish nation
as such will pass through the Great Tribulation
and be refined by it.

2.—They will pray continually for judgment
upon their enemies. :

3.—They will be brought out of the Great Trib-
ulation into the earthly kingdom and blessing.
All these three things are characteristic of the
predicted dispensation of God’s dealings with His
earthly people for the fulfilment of His promises
to them as a chosen nation, and are not only
distinet from, but incompatible with the present
dispensation and the Church of God as revealed
in the Epistles. We do not mean to say by this
that no parts of these Scriptures are to be used
by the Lord’s people now, but that the principal
characteristic and primary application refer us to
another time and peopie.

We have one verse in one of the above Psalms
applied by the inspired apostle himself to saints
of the present time (Psalm xliv. 22). This verse
may be true of us as well as them. But this does
not affect what we have said about the special sub-
ject, character and primary application of_ the
whole psalm. Hence, we think all will admit
that the verses which immediately follow the one
given above, could not apply at the present time.
The prophetic character of many of the Psalms is
admitted by all intelligent Bible students.

We will now enquire as briefly as possible
when and how the change involving the suspen-



THE JEWISH REMNANT. 105

sion of God’s purposes and promises concerning
Israel took place.

It is generally admitted that the four Gospels
present our Lord Jesus Christ in four different
aspects : that they are not mere repetitions; but
while John presents our blessed Lord as Son of
God, Luke presents Him as Son of Man, Mark as
the faithful Servant, and Matthew as the Messiah.
Hence, even when the same incidents are related
in two, or even three Gospels, they are sur-
rounded respectively by such other incidents, and
sometimes vary in presentation—omitting or add-
ing certain details—so as to make them coincide
with the characteristic feature of the Gospel in
which they appear. This gives us a remarkable
example of the order and classification there is to
be found in the Book of God.

It is not that one aspect is adhered to exclu-
sively, or without regard to all else that is true of
Christ, in any given Gospel, but that one aspect is
kept more prominently before us as its character-
istic featuve.

No one denies that the Lord Jesus is presented
in Matthew to the Jewish nation as their Messiah.
The first two chapters make this unquestionable.
The very first verse introduces Him as the Son of
David ; and His genealogy is traced down from
Abraham through the royal line ; and i the first
two chapters we have no less than five quotations
from the Old Testament, concerning the promised
One, applied to Christ.

That Christ was presented as the Messiah to
the Jewish nation and rejected by that nation is
obvious and generally admitted. It is also clear
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that consequent upon their rejection of Him the
present dispensation was ushered in, Romans xi.
12. Thus much—concerning Christ and the
nation of Israel—we believe all for whom we
write are agreed upon.

Now then, if Christ is thus presented to the
Jews as their Messiah and rejected by them as a
nation, and yet received by a few individuals,
what would be the position of those individuals %
What would be their relationship to Christ ¢
Would it not be that of a believing remnant of
the nation? We believe that it is clear that the
position occupied by all the disciples, all that
truly believed in Him, was that of the Jewish
remnant, till after His death and resurrection,
when a new dispensation dawned, under which
they were brought into a different relationship.
How could it be otherwise when Christ was
presented to the nation as their Messiah and was
rejected by all except a few individuals ? Such
individuals must have occupied at that time the
position of a remnant of that people to whom
Christ appeared, for the position and relationship
of the Church was not then revealed. And yet
after the ascension of Christ we see them in a dif-
ferent relationship and association altogether, with
a heavenly instead of an earthly prospect. Nor
can we read the Acts of the Apostles—where the
transition is so manifest—without seeing that the
relationship and position into which they were
thus brought was quite new to them and unex-
pected by them, yea, they needed fresh revelations
from the ascended Christ to convince them of
such a change.
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Glimpses of this new and hitherto unrevealeh
era, are given by Christ in the Gospels ; and it is
brought into full relief in the Acts ; but the great
characteristics and object of it are revealed by
Paul in his epistles.

Surely we must see a great difference between
the object and character of the gospel as preached
in Matt. x. and that preached from the time of
the Acts, or in the Gospel of John (which Gospel
takes for granted the utter rejection of Christ
from its commencement). In Matt. x. there is
nothing about the gift of the Son, death and
resurrection, or heavenly glory. But as Christ is
ushered in by the first chapter as Son of David
and King of Israel, so in chapter x. the Lord
sends forth His disciples to proclaim the Kingdom
lo the “house of Israel” only. “The Kingdom
of heiven is at hand” is the burden of their
message.

How can we close our eyes to the distinctive
and earthly character of this gospel, or confound
it with the gospel as preached now? And yet
some dear people do.

But the King was rejected, and also the pro-
clamation of His messengers. Hence the King-
dom 1is postponed, and a gospel, the object of
which is to gather a people from among all
nations for heavenly glory, is proclaimed. The
one message has the earthly kingdom -and its
blessing as its object, the other, the calling out a
people for heavenly association and glory.

Albeit the kingdom will be established at a
future time, and we believe that the same
message—perhaps with a little variation—will
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be preached introductory to it, only that its
sphere will be extended to all nations, as inti-
mated in Matthew xxiv. 14, in which chapter the
disciples were addressed as a remnant of the nation,
which position they at that time clearly held, and
a similar remnant will go forth with the same
proclamation in the time of the Great Tribulation.

Hence, it seems to us clear that both Matthew
xxiv. and Luke xxi. look at the Great Tribulation
as a continuation of the troubles of the Jews at
the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, not
taking the present dispensation into account. It
is the same line and character of things grouped
together irrespective of time. Is not this also
clearly the case in Daniel ix. 26% Where,
immediately after mention is made of the
destruction of the city and sanctnary, we are
told, “and the end thereof shall be with a flood,”
which words we believe carry us on to the Great
Tribulation.

The same thing appears in chap. xi. where the
troubles of the Jews in the days of Antiochus
Epiphanes are linked with their future troubles
under Antichrist. ’

We have said very little about a large subject
in this chapter. Time and space will here admit
no more.

But we believe that we have said enough to
convince the candid reader that there will he a
remnant of believing Jews, representing the
nation before God, in the Great Tribulation. And
does not this prove that the object of the present
dispensation is accomplished? For under the
latter the believing Jews, whether they be few or
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many, are brought into the body of Christ, where
no nation is represented, but people saved from
among all nations are one in Christ Jesus.

The fact of there being a great multitude ot
Gentiles saved as well during the Great Tribulation
only goes to strengthen this point, for the chapter
(Rev. vii.) which gives us this great multitude
gives them as distinct from the saved of Israel.
First, the twelve tribes are numbered, and ¢ after
this” the great multitude of Gentiles are seen;
they are clearly distinguished from the twelve
tribes, or rather, the saved among those tribes.
The partition wall between Jew and Gentile is
again seen, even though both are saved.

This is not so now.

Are not these distinctions clearly taught in
Scripture ?

Is it possible, then, in the light of all this, to
avoid the conclusion, that the rapture of the
Church will take place before the time of the
Great Tribulation ¢

May the Lord give us spiritual understanding !



CHAPTER XV.
THE DESTINY OF THE CHURCH.

As we have had occasion to refer to this part of
our subject several times in previous chapters, we
will do no more here than seek to use it to shed a
little light upon the question at issue.

Nowhere in the New Testament—after the true
character of the Church is revealed—do we find
that the Great Tribulation, or deliverance from it
on earth and into earthly blessing, is put before
the Church as her hope. And nowhere in the
whole of the Bible do we find a translation to
heavenly glory and a reigning with Christ over
the earth put before Israel—or even the saved
remnant (who, as we have seen, will represent
that nation before God in the coming time of
trial) as their prospect. A mighty deliverance on
‘earth, out of the most terrible trial and most
severe persecution, into the greatest possible
blessing and glory of an earthly inheritance, is
ever kept before the latter as their prospect—a
deliverance which shall be shared by the whole
creation in subordination to them. hereas her
rapture to glory, aua a neaveniy inheritance, is
given as the special prospect of the Church, and
she should be in momentary expectation of this;
“not of the world,” serving the living and true
God, while “ waiting for His Son from heaven” to
take her to heaven.
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This also requires what we have seen to be
true, viz., the suspension of God’s purposes and
promises concerning Israel ; for if God’s people of
the present dispensation are in a different relation-
ship to Israel (or even the believing remnant of
that people to whom all the promises of God to the
nation are to be made good), and have a prospect
distinct from them, it is clear from this point of view
—as well as from many others—that a postpone-
ment of God’s purposes in connexion with the earth
and His earthly people must have taken place.

In accordance with this, too, the rapture of the
saints of the present period is given as a new
revelation. The two mysteries, or secrets (i.c.,
the dispensational character of the Church, and
her rapture to glory), are revealed at the same
time and by the same writer. The one gives the
purpose of (God concerning the Church, as well as
the dispensation by which it is accomplished ; the
other, the means by which she is to be translated
to the sphere of her destined blessing when such
purpose is fully accomplished.

If, then, the accomplishment of God’s purpose
concerning the Church necessitated an interrup-
tion in the fulfilment of promises concerning
Israel—a postponement of their blessing, as also
of the Great Tribulation introductory to it, and a
break in the fulfilment of prophetical events; I
say, if such is the case (and we do not think it
can be fairly denied), is it not obvious that such
purpose concerning the Church must be completed
before a resumption of God’s purposes concerning
Israel, before the threads of promise are again
gathered up, and prophetical events concerning an
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earthly people allowed to resume their interrupted
coursc? And the completion of this purpuse is
the rapture of the Church to heaven.

This does not diminish our interest in Israel and
their blessing any more than it does our interest in
the glory of %hrist on the earth in that blessed day.

Indeed, as being so intimately associated with
Christ as the Church is, the whole sphere of His
glory is revealed to her and kept before her,
though His coming for her is her immediate hope.
But we look for more than that. In a general
way we may think of the Lord’s coming as
including both aspects, and look for it thus.
Hence we do not think the fact that the Church,
or saints of the present dispensation, love the
Epiphany—the word used for the manifestation
of Christ to this world—is a proof that His
revelation — His appearing in glory—is her
immediate hope, or that she is not to be taken
up before such revelation. In Titus we learn that
it is ““the blessed hope” (Christ’s coming for us),
“and the appearing of the glory,” or glorious
appearing—i.c., His manifestation in majesty and
glory, when He comes with “ten thousands of
His saints with Him” who must have been
previously translated.

The Church is interested in all that concerns
Christ; but there is that which is proper and
peculiar to her, and that which is proper and
peculiar to saved Israel.

Oh! that the Lord’s people were more interested
in all that our God has seen fit to reveal to us
concerning Christ, whether it be in the Church,
in Israel, or in the nations of the earth.



CHAPTER XVI.

THE COMING OF CHRIST AS
KING OF KINGS.

WE fully admit that the Church is—or ought to
be, and certainly will be—interested in all that
will happen on the earth during that eventful
time that may be looked upon as the short tran-
sitional period, from the present to the future
dispensation.

At the same time, we believe that there is clearly
discernable in the Scripture, to the intelligent
and spiritually minded student, an order of those
great events which will bring about the looked-for
change of dispensation in which the Rapture of
the Church stands first on the list.

That there is a great difference amounting to
contrast in the two aspects of the Lord’s coming
as presented in the New Testament, no one can
deny. And if such difference of aspect does not
necessitate two different events we may safely say
that they indicate them; however, 1t is certain
that they are in perfect harmony with such a con-
clusion. There is not one circumstance in either
one aspect of our Lord’s coming that would
confound it with the other; every feiture is
dissimilar. And yet they are sometimes put before
the Church as two aspects of one great event, as
in the passage quoted in the previous chapter from
Titus, “ That blessed hope and appearing.of the
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glory.” We believe that this embraces the two
things, without taking account of the short period
of Jacob’s trouble between, or perhaps rather
taking for granted or including the correlative
events of that peiriod. The linking of two or
more events together in one sentence, which may
be, as far as time is concerned, separated by years,
or even hundreds of years, is common in prophetical
portions of Scripture.

One well known example will suffice as proof of
this, which is to be found in Isaiah Ixi. 2: “To
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the
day of vengeance of our God.” In Luke iv., where
the Lord is seen reading this commission as apply-
ing to Himseclf He left off in the middle of the
sentence, thus: “To preach the acceptable year
of the Lord, and He closed the book and gave it
again to the minister.” “The acceptable year of
the Lord” has lasted for more than 1800 years, and
the day of vengeance of our God has not yet
set in.

We believe also that some passages which refer
in a general way to the Lord’s coming inclnde both
aspects, i.e., His coming for, and His coming with
His people ; at least, so we understand such a
passage as 1 John iii. 3: ‘“ When He shall appear
(be manifested), we shall be like Him.” This refers
to His manifestation in glory, butincludes, or takes
for granted, the accomplishment of the Rapturec.

There is a great deal of what logicians call
generalizing (i.e., grouping things, or events, to-
gether under general terms), and particularizing
(t.e., speaking of the particularities of each several
event), in Scripture, which we do well to observe.
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We will now give an example of the striking
contrast between these two aspects of the coming
of Christ. ‘ ‘

In 1 Thess. iv. 15-18, we have the coming of the
Lord for His people given in the most simple
‘language—“For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent (not go before), them which are asleep.
For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, fo meet the Lord in the air : and so shall
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one
another with these words.” The following passage
gives the other aspect of His coming :—

“Seeing it is a righveous thing with God to
recompense tribulation to them that trouble you ;
and to you who are troubled rest with us when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed with His mighty
angels, in flaming fire tuking vengeance on them that
know not God and obey not the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of His power. When He shall
come to be glorified in all His saints and admired
in all them that believe.” 2 Thess. i..6-10.

Surely no one can fail to see that we have two
distinct events here. In the former case, it says:
the Lord shall descend with a shout to call His
own people to Himself, to be for ever with Him in
heavenly glory ; nothing but blessing accompanies
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His descent info the air as described here and in
1 Cor. xv. 51, etc., whereas in the latier case we
are told that the Lord Jesus shall be revealed in
flaniing fire to take vengeance, and to banish those
who obey not the gospel from His presence. And
at the time this occurs the believers will be at rest,
and the Lord will be glorified in them: and this
because the gospel testimony was believed. :

The coming of Christ in judgment upon His
enemies and for the deliverance of His earthly
people is everywhere seen in Scripture, but His
coming to take a people to heavenly glory is given
as a fresh revelation in the New Testament, and
as a distinct event, though in close connection
with His coming and kingdom, as one of the
many great events to take place at the end of
the age.

From this point of view also it seems clear to us
that the coming of Christ for His people is distinct
from, and preliminary to, His manifestation to set
up His kingdom. ’

In all good feeling, we must humbly suhmit a
few remarks here upon what is said in the lecture
forming the first chapter in this book. The saints
who were troubled were truly on earth, they were
the Thessalonians themselves, applying as the text
would to all who suffer persecution ifrom the
enemies of Christ during the present dispensation.
The day of vengeance is coming when the per-
seeutors shall be recompensed, and the saints now
persecuted will be at rest, i.e., rest will be recom-
pensed to the latter when tribulation will be recom-
pensed to the former. It does not say that they
will enter the rest at that very moment, but they
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will then be at rest ; their recompense will be rest,
when that of their persecutors will be tribulation ;
at least this is the way we read it. And this is
in harmony with what we have sought to show is
one great characteristic of the Great Tribulation,
i.e., the retributive judgment of God.




CHAPTER XVIL
DIRECT SCRIPTURE EVIDENCE.

WE believe that the dispensational distinctions
and teachings that have been under consideration
in the foregoing chapters show clearly that the
Lord’s coming for His Church will be before the
Great Tribulation, and show it in more than
inferential evidence.

Is it not the natural and obvious sequence of
such teaching ¢ True it is that some think that
such distinctions are not taught in Scripture,
indeed all that we have had any conversation with
on the subject, who believe that the Church will
pass through the Great Tribulation, do not see the
dispensational distinction of the Church ; and this
is why we have souzht—as far as our space here
would allow—to prove such distinction from the
Scripture. For ourselves we confess that we
cannot help seeing it, and the more we study the
Scripture the more clear it becomes to us. If our
friends (and we consider all the Lord’s people our
friends, and will by grace entertain nothing but
friendly feelings towards them), will read the
Scripture without dute regard to the- different
dispensations and distinctions, we cannot help it ;
we are sure they are there, and should be regarded.
As for those who slightingly call the view we
advocate a theory, we would graciously bear with
them. We have firm convictions, based, as we
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believe, upon the true teaching of the Word of
God, and no one will blame us for acting and
teaching according to them.

But we must say, that a theory which sets the
Lord’s people looking and longing for Himself is,
to our mind, according to Scripture teaching ;
however, it is not so much to be dreaded, for even
if those who think the Great Tribulation will come
first should be right, would not such as are
looking and longing to see their Lord be best
prepared for it? However, we all look for His
coming to receive us, whatever may be our
difference as to correlative events.

At the same time we believe that there is most
direct Scripture evidence of the view we take,
simple texts that cannot be understood in any
other way than as applied to a pre-tribulation
rapture. ‘

The first passage we will turn to now is one
that is used by those who think the Church will
pass through the Great Tribulation to support their
view, but we must leave the reader to judge for
himself whether it does do so or not.

The Scripture we refer to is 2 Thess. ii. On
entering upon this passage, if we would rightly
understand it, we must sce the difference between
the “Day of Christ” and the “Coming of the
Lord;” that such difference exists is to us-obvious,
and we wonder how any intelligent student can
fail to see it.

The Coming of the Lord and the Day of the
Lord, though closely connected, are nevertheless
distinct, and never confounded in the Scripture.
The one is an event, the other is a period in which
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the event takes place, or, at least, which is intro-
duced by the event. More especially is this so
in regard to the coming of Christ for His Church
as presented in the New Testament, and therein
revealed as a secret—a new revelation, while the
Old Testament abounds with instruction about
‘the day of the Lord before His coming to take His
Church was revealed. But even His coming in
judgment upon the ungodly and to establish His
Kingdom on earth, though happening in, or may
be ushering in, the day of the Lord, is looked at
as a distinct event, while the “day ” comprehends
much more.

But we believe also that there are shades of
difference in the period itself according to the
designation applied to it. “The day of the Lord,”
“The day of -Christ,” and * The day of God,” all
we believe give us different aspects of the same
period. These differences, however, we cannot go
into here ; it is enough for our present purpose to
show that the coming of the Lord for His people,
alnd the day of Christ, is not one and the. same
thing.

In regard to the day of the Lord, in the Old
Testament we read continually of events that will
take place in that day. In Isa. xi. we read *“In
that day there shall be a root of Jesse,” and “in
that day ” the remnant of His people shall be
gathered back to their own land. -

“ The day of the Lord ” is a time more especially-
applying to the Millennium, but it also includes
the great and terrible events which will take place
introductory to that blessed era—the Great
Tribulation. We have the fullest proof of this in
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Zech. xiv., where, in the first verse we read,
“Behold the day of the Lord cometh,” then to
the end of verse 3 we get a description of the
awful troubles that wind up the Great Tribulation,
and in verse 4 we read, “ And His feet shall
stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives,” etc.,
and then in verses 6 and 8, etc, we find
that in that same day the millennial blessing shall
be fully established. Here then we find that
“ the day of the Lord ” is a period that embraces
the Great Tribulation, His coming, and His
Kingdom.

“The day of Christ” is a term, we believe,
which gives more especially the blessings of the
period before us—the millennial aspect.

Seeing this we are now in a better position to
understand what is said in 2 Thess.

About the day and the coming in chapter i., we
have (as we saw in our previous chapter) the Lord’s
coming in judgment upon the ungodly and to
establish His Kingdom, and we find two things are
said especially about the saints of the present
dispensation ; “first rest with us” says the Apostle
“when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed,” etc.,
that is, at that time the saints will be at rest.

Secondly, He will then come to be glorified
in His saints and admired in all them that believe
“in that day.” Thus leaving out the parenthetical
clause which refers to our belief of the gospel
as the ground of such blessing, we find He will be
glorified and admired in His saints in that duy, i.e.,
in the glorious day that shall be ushered in
by His thus coming.

Now then, from what follows in chapter ii., is
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it not certain that Satan’s object was to annul the
effect of the glorious future which had been set
‘before them by the Apostle in the first Epistle by
‘toncentrating their attention on the present?
.And the means the enemy took to this end were
very plausible and subtle. He begins his spiritual-
ising system. He would persuade them ‘ that the
day of Christ: was present; youn are in the day of
Christ already, it is the present gospel period.”

This seems to have been the method by which
the wily foe sought to turn those Thessalonian
saints from their attitude of * waiting for the Son
of God from heaven,” and to get them taken up
with the present. Satan has always sought, and
is still seeking, to get the eyes of the Lord’s
people off the future and fixed on the present.

However, the word in this second verse should
be ‘“as thal the day of Christ has come, has set
in, or is present.” And it appears that false
teachers had not only been putting this before
them as their own teaching, but had been sending
letters as from the apostles themselves.

For further proof of the marked distinction
between the coming of the Lord and the “day of
Christ” we would ask what sense there would be
in beseeching them by the coming of the Lord
not to be soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, as
that the coming of Christ is present? But we
helieve such distinction must be apparent to all
unprejudiced minds. Now then, the Apostle
wishes to fully convince them that the day of Christ
is not present, so he says, “Now we beseech
you brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by our gathering together unto Him,
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that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter
as from us, as that the day of Christ is present.”
As the Apostle thus beseeches them by the coming
of the Lord and our gathering together unto Him
(compare 1 Thess. iv. 15, etc.), it is certain that
this (the Lord’s coming and our gathering together
unto Him) is before tﬁe day of Christ, which, as
we have said, is ushered in by His coming to
establish His Kingdom, otherwise there would be
no force in the argument. His coming to gather
His people to Himself is before the day of Christ ;
this much, at least, is proven by these two verses.
In verse 3 another reason is given: *“ That day
shall not come except there come a falling away
(an apostacy) first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition.” Thus we see the period
of Antichrist takes place not before the coming of
the Lord to gather His people to Himself, but
before the “day of Christ.” Then we are told
that “the mystery of iniquity doth alrcady work,”
but that there is a hindering power, a restraining
influence present, which will not allow the full
development and manifestation of the evil. And
the Apostle speaks of this as known to the
Thessalonians, ¢ Ye know what withholdeth that
He might be revealed in his time. For the
mystery of iniquity doth already work, only he
who now letteth (hindereth) will let, until he
be taken out of the way.”

This much, then, is perfectly certain, namely,
that there is a power present that acts as a re-
straint on, and hinders the full development of evil,
as it will be manifested in the “man of sin,” and
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that such power is to be taken 6ut of the way
before the revelation of Antichrist. What, then,
is this that stands in the way of the appearing of
Antichrist in his true character ? And what is the
event that is going to take it ont of the way? If
it is not the Holy Ghost in the Church of God—
which is His temple—what is it 3 Is not the pre-
sence and testimony of the Church of God on this
earth, in the power of the Holy Ghost, a restraint
on the working of evil to its full development,
notwithstanding her humiliating failure ¢ Yes,
we say, if there is such a hindering power on the
earth, and we are definitely told there is, is it not
the Church as indwelt by the Holy Ghost ¢ Is it
not a fact that she 4s such a hindrance to such
development of evil? Then if she, as possessed
of the Spirit of God, is that which withholdeth,
we are positively told that she is to be taken out
of the way hefore that wicked one is revealed.
And we are no longer at a loss to understand how
the Thessalonians could know what withholdeth,
for the Apostle had clearly put before them in his
first epistle the coming of the Lord and their
gathering together unto Him in the air. This is
what they were set looking and waiting for.

This is also in the most perfect harmony with
all that has been before us in the previous part of
this work.

The points here then are, (1), that before the day
of Christ can come, the coming of Christ and the
gathering of His people to Himself, and the
manifestation of Antichrist must take place ; (2),
and before Antichrist is revealed, a hindering
power now present on the earth must be removed,
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which, as it clearly seems to us, is the Church as
ossessed of the Holy Ghost; (3), hence the

ghurch is to be caught up before the full develop-

ment of Antichrist. ’

Can it then be called a strained interpretation to
conclude from this chapter that the coming of
Christ for His people is before the manifestation of
Antichrist ? Is it not rather the most natural
interpretation ?

We now turn to the address to the Church at
Philadelphia, in Rev. iii. 7-13.

We cannot here go into any details as to the
general teaching and application of the whole
address, it is enough for our present purpose to
notice that the Lord definitely tells His people here
that He will “keep them out of the hour of
temptation which shall come upon all the world,”
v.10. As iswell known, the word rendered in this
verse “from,” is really “out of.” Now this text
is clear and positive. We think the difference
between the two passages—Hebrews v. 7. and
John xvii. 15—which have been used to controvert
this point, and the text we are cousidering will be
apparent on comparing the three,

We would ask you not to overlook the fact that in
Rev. iii., it does not say “I will keep thee out of
the temptation,” but I will keep thee out of the
HOUR (the period) of temptation!” Is not the
difference great and obvious. The text quoted

- from John xvii., ““ Keep them out of the evil,” i.e.,
do not let them go into it. It does not say keep
them out of the world, but ¢ keep them out of the
evil that is in the world.” While in Rev. iii. it
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does not say, ““ keep them out of the temptation
of that hour,” but, “out of the hour” in which
the temptation is to take place. The other text
given, Heb. v. 7, seems to us farther still from
being a parallel expression. There it is: “ Able
to save him out of death.” We cannot see that
this is the same as being “kept out of it.” The
Lord was not kept out of death, but He was
saved—delivered—out of it. Just so we are told,
not that Jacob will be kept out of the Great
Tribulation, but that he will be saved out of il.
May we repeat a little here for the sake of
emphasis,

The Lord was saved out of death, but not kept
out of it. The three Hebrew children were not
kept out of the furnace, but they were saved out
of it. We must say that we cannot see how
“kept out of” could be used in either of these
cases. It could not be said that the three Hebrew
children were kept, but saved, out of the furnace,
nor that our Lord was kept out of death. But
“saved out ¥ would apply to both.

In John xvii. it is not the world, but the evil
that is in it, that the Lord prays they may be
kept out of ; that is, surely, not be allowed to go
intoit. 'We must not confound evil here with tribu.
lation, which, we think, has sometimes Leen done.
It is true that the passing through trial and the
endurance of it, does mould and fit us for service,
but we judge that evil in John xvii. means—not
trial but—sin, and this we are to be kept out of.

‘We can only candidly say what appears clear to
our own minds, and for this we believe no one will
blame us. It seems to us, then, that to “be kept
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in, and brought through” the Great Tribulation,
and being “saved out of it,” is not the same as being
kept out of it.  Albeit, is it not clear, from the pas-
sages of Scripture which treat of that time of
trouble, and the Lord’s people who will be in it,
that the latter will be the most tried, perplexed,
and persecuted of all others ? In what sense then
can it be said they will be kept out of the Tribula-
tion? The exhortation to them is to endure it, and
be faithful in it. Surely then, after all the testi-
mony that has been before us, it is quite natural
that this text (in Rev. iii.) should be taken as
bearing directly on the question.

‘We do not dogmatise upon this point, nor do we
wish to, indeed, upon any other, as our desire is
to be taught as well as to teach ; hence, we would
leave the foregoing comparisons to the judgment
of our readers. At the same time our own con-
victions are firm, though we trust our minds are
not biased.

In Acts xv. 13, after Peter had declared God’s
purpose to gather out a people from all nations—
to visit the Gentiles, to take out a people for His
name, which is the peculiar purpose of the present
dispensation,—James answered, saying: *‘ After
this 1 will return and will build again the taber-
nacle of David, which is fallen down, and I will
build again the ruins thereof and will set it up.”
Is not this in full harmony with, and éonfirmative
of, all that we have said about the distinct charac-
ter of the present dispensation ¢ And does not the
text clearly show that the calling out this people
for His name, from among the Gentiles, is to be
an accomplished fact before God resumes, in pro-
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phetical order, and in view of their restoration, His
ways with Israel as a nation on the earth.

For the Scripture before us says, “_4fler this 1
will return again,” etc. That is, the redemption of
Israel on the earth, with all the prophetical and
momentous events that are introductory to it, will
be after a people for His name—the Church—is
called from the world. The Great Tribulation is
part of the means by which the redemption of
Israel—the ‘““building again the tabernacle of
Jacob "—is accomplished, for, as we have seen, it is
by the Great Tribulation that they are refined, their
dross is purged away, and they are led to real repen-
tance and earnest prayer for the deliverance with
which God at that time will be about to visit
them. Does not this justly lead to the conclusion
that the rapture of the Church will have taken
place at that time of special dealing with Israel
and the nations in relation to them ! For we are
told in Fph. iv. that the present administration is
to go on, “Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.” This of course
teaches that when the object of the dispensation
is accomplished, when the full stature of the body
of Christ, according to the purpose of God is
reached ; when all (i.e. all the members as known
to God) are brought into this unity of which, as
we have seen, Israel as a nation has no part (for
the Church is spoken of as ome mew man), then
the dispensation is brought to an end to make way
for the building again of the tabernacle of David.

God will still work, and work mightily, even in



DIRECT SCRIPTURE EVIDENCE. 129

that day of His * vengeance and fury poured out,”
but it will be in a different order and character of
things, and with a different object.

We would here refer our readers again to the
chapter dealing with the distinction between the
Jewish remnant and the Church in which we seek
to show that the two things cannot go on together.

There is one more passage we would just refer
to under this heading, but we must leave our
reader to ponder the remarkable and blessed
portion, as we should exceed the limits of this
little work if we would allow ourselves to enter
fully into it.

We refer to the marriage of the Lamb in heaven,
Rev. xix. 7-11. What we particularly wish our
reader to observe is, that the marriage of the Lamb
takes place in heaven before the Lord comes forth
to judge the earth and establish His Kingdom. .

Now, taking for granted that the Church is the
bride—which we think is made certain in Eph. v.
22, to end—this passage clearly shows that the
rapture of the Church is an event preliminary to
the Lord’s coming to establish His Kingdom ; for
the Bride is seen to be publicly owned in heaven
as the Lamb’s wife, before He comes forth as Lord
of Lords and King of Kings.



CHAPTER XVIII,

OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED.

One ‘passage that is considered to be against
pre-tribulation rapture is, *“Sit Thou on my right
hand until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.”
It is said that “until” implies that He will not
leave that place to come for His Church till after
His enemies are thus made His footstool.

Now, that this Psalm refers to the Great Tribula-
tion, there can be no doubt—to the time when His
enemies will be made His footstocl. But is this
really out of harmony with the coming of the
Lord for His Church at that time—the end of this
age—as being a preliminary event to make way
for the judgment of His enemies on that day of
vengeance which follows this day of grace 7 What
the passage seems so beautifully to teach is that the
Lord who is rejected by.His people is éxalted to
God’s right hand—the place of power and majesty—
until the time comes for judgment to be executed
upon those who rejected Him, indeed, all His
enemies. “The stone which the builders rejected,
the same is become the head of the corner.”

But is the Lord’s descent into the air to catch up
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His Church to Himself in that glory when the
time for such judgment has arrived, at all discor-
dant with such a truth ¢ -

We must say that we fail to see that it is, any
more than the fact that so many Secriptures speak
of Christ Himself as judging and crushing His
enemies clashes with the fact that in the verse
quoted from Psalm cx. God is spoken of as making
Christ’s enemies His footstool; though Christ
Himself will arise to do it. Indeed, in the latter
part of the self-same Psalm, Christ is seen as doing
Himself what in the first verse God said He would
do. God decreed that judgment should be exe-
cuted on all the enemies of Christ, and Christ
Himself executed that judgment, verses 5-7 ; Rev.
xix., from verse 11, and many other Scriptures.

To this is added a verse in Acts iii. There it
says, speaking of Christ, “ Whom the heaven must
receive until the times of restitution of all things,”
which word (restitution) is rightly said to mean the
Millennium. But does this mean that Christ will
not descend into the air till that blessed period has
fairly set in? This cannot be the meaning, for He
comes forth Himself to bring about that time of
blessing by terrible judgments. The word “until”
in both these cases, it seems to us, refers to tho
transitional period, at the end of the present age.
The Lord is to sit on the right hand of God—to
remain in heaven till the time comes for His
enemies 'to be made His footstool. “ Until I
have made,” refers to God’s purpose and decree
concerning the rejected One, while actually Christ
Himself is spoken of as destroying His enemies.

But, after all,"does His descent into the air to
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call His own necessitate His leaving the place of
power, implied in the words, «Sit Thou at My
right hand,” or His leaving the heavens? We
think not. It does not necessitate His leaving the
heavens (as for the earth), for He only calls His
people there to Himself. We must not overstrain
the word until it undoubtedly brings us to the
time at which judgment shall be executed.

Another Scripture used as an objection to the
catching up of the Church before the Great Tribu-
lation, is the Parable of the Wheat and Tares. It
is said that the tares are gathered out or judged
before the wheat is gathered into the barn.
We will give a very brief outline of the parable.

Generally speaking the harvest results in the
safety and blessing of the children of the king-
dom—the wheat, and God’s. judgment upon the
children of the wicked one—rthe tares; and then
the kingdom takes another form, in which the
mixed state of things indicated by the wheat and
tares growing together will not be allowed; but
“they (the angels) shall gather out of His king-
dom all things that offend, and them which «fo
iniquity.” _

The rapture has no place in this parable; for
thongh it does not exclusively apply to God’s
earthly people—the Jews—it does appgy exclusively
to a state, or course, of things on the earth. The
dispensational character of the Church does not
appear. Of course, with subsequent revelation
we can see that the children of the kingdom—the
wheat—are the saved ones who ecompose the
Church, and that the rapture of the Church, as
given in other scriptures, shows the way, there-
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fore, in which the wheat will be gathered. But
this is not taught in the parable itself; hence it
must not be imported into it for a true inter-
pretation. The fact that in the order of the
«wording the judgment of the tares is described
before the gathering of the wheat, does not
interfere with the rapture as taught in other
scriptures one bit. As we have said, the parable
depicts a state of things in relation to the earth;
hence we are told what is to become of the tares;
the present aspect of the kingdom is to be
terminated by their destruction, and their
destruction brings in another form of the king-
dom ; it is the gathering out of His kingdom all
things that offend. As to the wheat—the children
of the kingdom—they are gathered safely in ; this
is all the parable is concerned about as to them.
It is well to observe, too, that the gathering
together first the tares, and ‘“binding them in
bundles to burn them,” are different processes to
the burning itself. It does not say, “first burn
the tares, then gather the wheat” ; but, they are
to be gathered together and bound in bundles f
be burnt. The gathering together and the binding
are certainly preparatory to the burning, and may
imply a certain grouping together of the children
of the wicked one around certain developments of
evil which manifest them as such! This may
indeed happen before the rapture; indeed, is there
not something analogous to it going on around us
at the present time? Howbeit, those converted
after the Church is gone, will be the wheat—the
children of the kingdom ; though those composing
the Church are looked at as the wheat now.
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It is thought, again, that because it is said in
Cor. xv. at the last trump, that therefore the
accompanying event must be after the Great
Tribulation. As we have gone somewhat fully
into this passage in chapter iv. of the present work,
we refer onr reader to that chapter for an ex-
planation of this passage.

Though we ought to say here, as beiug con
nected with the trumpet sound, by our dear
brother, Mr. W, in his lecture, that the text, “O
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory " has both an application to Israel and to
the heavenly saints; while in Hosea it refers
primarily to Israel; in Cor. xv. it is applied to
the Church with some added truth. That it will
be true of both no one denies; that it will bLe
applicable at the very same moment is by no
means necessary or conclusive.

Not a word about Israel occurs in Cor. xv.
Why then import anything about them? The
last trump here is given solely in connection with
the rapture.

“The end of the age.” It is said that “until
the harvest,” and “ Lo, I am with you even to the
end of the age,” and the age ending with Anti-
christ, therefore the saints cannot be caught up
before His manifestation.

We must humbly, and in good feeling,” confess
that such a line of argument seems to us against
all common and scriptural use of language.

The manifestation of Antichrist, the abomination
of desolation, indeed, the Great Tribulation as a
whole, as well as the coming of the Lord, are spoken
of as events of the end—or end of the age. But
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who can say that they all happen precisely at the
same time? If we say certain things are to be
accomplished at the end of the year, do we
necessarily mean the very last twenty-four hours ¢
‘Would not the last week be considered the end of
the year 7 And would not events of the last year
of a century be spoken of as happening at the end
of the century? So we believe, with good reason—
as we judge—from every point of view, that the
“end of the age” refers us to the closing events of
the present period. If we speak of the last year
(indeed, sometimes the last five or ten years) as
the end of a century, surely events of the last
three, four, or seven years of along age may be
spoken of as ‘“the end of the age.” Once this is
admitted (and we fail to see how it can justly be
denied) many objections are met.

As to Matt. xxiv., and 1 Thess. ii., our previous
expositions meet all objections that we have heard
of which are based upon them. Is it not obvious
from what we have seen that the disciples in
Matt. xxiv. occupied the place of the ~Jewish
remnant; and though Jesus instructs His disciples
as to the change of dispensation—mainly in
parables—about to take place, and the present
form of the kingdom, yet He also gave to them
some plain and positive predictions about Jerusalem
and the Jews, both concerning their troubles at,
the beginning of the present period, and in the
time of the Great Tribulation at the end, and
subsequent redemption, looking at them as repre-
senting the believing remnant.

The difference between the coming of the Lord
and the day of Christ—or of the Lord—as spoken



136 THE COMING OF CHRIST.

of in 1 Thess. v.,, and 2 Thess. i. 2, we also
think is obvious, which difference removes the
difficulties that are brought forward from these
Epistles.

We have covered a lot of ground, and have
overlooked in our brief glances much detail,
perhaps some important points on both sides of
the question; still, we believe that those of our
readers who have accompanied us to these different
standpoints, and therefrom viewed the great truth
before us with an unbiased mind, will see at least
that those who believe that our blessed Lord is
coming for His people before that time spoken of as
the “day of vengeance,” have some good grounds
for their belief ; and if they find themselves suffi-
ciently interested as to seek the Lord’s help in
further study of the subject from His own blessed
word, we believe they will ultimately come to the
conclusion that such have a solid foundation for
believing that their Lord may come to receive
them at any moment.

May the Lord grant that the purifying power
of this blessed hope may be known in our souls,
and whatever has beer of Himself for the clearing
of our understanding from any mist that may have
darkened, in any degree, our view of this blessed
truth, may He bless to every reader!



