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INTRODUCTION. 

O
UR "strength and com£ ort" de.pend entirely

upon our knowledge of God and subjection to 
His will. If we know but little of Him, the devil 
is able to make us distrust His love, or grace, or 
power, or wisdor:µ ; and the result is anxiety and 
fear. .And if we are not SU,bject to His will we lose 
His smile, and oblige Him to withhold many indul
gences from us. 

Grace and peace are multiplied to us through the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord (2 Peter 
i. 2) ; not only increased, but multiplied. He is so
loving, so wise, so good, so patient, so gentle, so
tender, that as we know Him, ,ve are constrained to
love and trust Him.

'' It is His great delight to bless us!" 

And in His amazing grace He brings out all His 
treasures of wisdom, love, and power, to meet our 
need, and enrich and satisfy our souls. 
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But we must not trust our own thoughts about 

the Lord. We can only learn to know Him through 

the written Word. " Canst thou by searching find 

out God 'l canst thou find out the Almighty unto 
perfection 'l It is as high as heaven; what canst 

thou do 'l deeper than hell; what canst thou know 1" 
But through 'the written Word, we may behold His 

glory as in a mirror. ( 2 Cor. iii. 18.) vV e can learn 

His ways, by carefully pondering over the record of 
His dealings with others ; we can learn His will, by 

reading all the precepts and warnings which He has 

given us; and ,ve can read His heart, by feeding 

upon the earnest pleadings, and ardent expressions, 

which so abound in the ,vritten Word. 

"Every word of God is pure "-" as silver tried 

[ or refined] in a furnace of earth, purified seven 
times." There is no exaggeration, no hyperbole, in 
that blessed book. ,v e may trust it perfectly, and 
believe it implicitly. If we would steadily gaze 

into that perfect mirror of the heart of God, we 

should so learn to know Him, that our faith and 

love would grow exceedingly ; and if ,ve would 
humbly and diligently search out its hidden treasures, 

we should so discern His mind and will, that we 

should be able to unfold His thoughts about every

thing, and S\lso prove that they are His thoughts by 
His own word. 

But we must beware of twisting the ,vord of God. 
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We should trent it fnirly, o.nd always reo.d it in con

nection ,vith the context; and also be careful to 

compare spiritual things with spiritual. 

The devil even sought to beguile our Lord Jesus 

by partial quotation of the ,vord of God ; and this is 

one of his most successful snares for those ,vho 

desire to please the Lord. How often, alas ! has he 

thus bewildered and entangled devoted children of 
God, and not only marred their joy and weakened 

their souls, but also made them teachers of things 

which are not good! 

Much of the teaching of the present day would 

lead us to trust to internal feelings, impressions, or 

emotions; but the Spirit of God always leads us to 

the written Word. "We walk by faith, and not by 
sight." '' The question is not, "What do I feel 1" 

or, "What do I think 1" but, " What does God 

say 1" "To the law and to the testimony. If they 

speak not according to this Word, it is because there 

is no light in them." 

Again, the Lord would not have us wade through 

error to discover truth. The devil feeds our self

conceit by telling us we have power to discern truth 

from error; and in most cases the result is a tangled 

mess of erroneous thoughts, and consequently an 

uncertain walk and confused teaching. The Lord's 

command is, " Cease, my son, to henr the instruc

tion which causes to eIT from the words of kno,v-
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ledge." He ,vould no more have us tamper with 

error than ,vith poison j and if we should refuse to 

drink poison a.s an experiment, how much more 
should we ref use to torture our souls with the deadly 

poison of perverted and distorted truth! 
The Lord entreats us to " desire the sincere milk 

of the "'\VorcL" He has written us "excellent things 

in counsels and knowledge," and ·would have us so 

"know the certainty of tho words of truth," that 
they might be fitted in our lips, and we "might 
answer the words of truth to them that send unto" 
us. (Prov. xxii. 17-21.) 

i-Iay He graciously use these few pages to minis�er
" strength and comfort " to His children, by leading 

them into a fuller acquaintanceship with Himself, 
and teaching them to correct their thoughts about 

everything by His tcritten word I
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STRENGTH AND C0�1FORT 

J'OR 

THE FULNESS. OF JESUS. 

Rend Job xxil. 21-80; J"ohn xvil. 8; 2 Peter 1. 2; Phil. iii. 8. 

T
HE offices of the Lprd Jesus are so numerous,
and His beauties so varied, that they cannot 

be reckoned up in order; but the m?re we know of 
Him, the fuller our joy and the tic her our peace. 

1st. We receive Him as our SAVIOUR, and all fear 
of death and judgment should be at once removed. 

2nd. We also need Him as our SHEPHERD, to tend 

and feed and care for us. 
3rd. We ought to take Him o.s our EXA?ifPTB-

4th. Our oft-repeated and grievous failures make 

us need Him as our PnrnsT.

5th. His patient, priestly service constrains us to 
serve and worship Him as Lonn. 

6th. "When we own Him as Lord, He becomes 
our COMPANION, 

D 
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7th. Companionship with Him empo,vers us to 
learn Him as our H USDA.ND.

Oh, what a golden chain of truth ! What trea
sures of precious and pleasant riches I (Prov. xxiv. 4.) 
Let us ponder a little on their fulness and sweetness. 

1st. Our Saviour. 

Sin is a. very deadly thing. It not only deserves 
the wrath of God, but it is so defiling in its nature, 
that it unfits us for the presence of God. Thus we 
need cleansing as well as atonement. But even if 
our sins ,vere put away and our souls completely 
cleansed, ,ve should still b� devoid of righteousness, 

and be naked and ashamed. Still more, we also 
need a new nature. We are so rotten at the very 
core, that nothing short of regerteration ,vill do. We 
must be born again. 

But, oh, the rich grace of our precious Lord I He 
took our place. He bore our sin, and gave Himself a 
ransom for us. His life for ours I His soul for ours l 
(Isa. liii. 10.) Oh, what a price He paid I He poured 
out His soul unto death, and thus obtained atonement 

(Rom. iii. 24, 25), cleansing (Rev. i 5), righteousness 

(Phil. iii. 9), and· regeneratz'on (John iii 3-5) for us. 
1st . Atonement. "It is the blood that maketh an 

atonement for the soul" (Lev. xvii. 11), and the 
precious blood of Christ is a perfect atonement for 
all our sins. Thus the holiness of God is completely 
met, and He can be just, and the Justifier of all who 
believe in Jesus. (Rom. iii. 22.) 

2nd. Oleansinu. The Lord Jesus Himself washes 
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us in His o,vn blood, and makes us whiter than 
snow. (Ps. Ii. 7; Rev. i. 7.)

3rd. Righteousness. Our Lord Jesus has provided 
a beauteous, and glorious robe-a perfect, divine 
righteousness-which fits us for His own eternal 
glory. Christ, in resurrection, has become our 
federal Head, and all His perfections and beauty 
and moral glory are reckoned to us. We are so 
truly made one ,vith Him, that ,ve stand before God 
arrayed in His righteousness, to recoi ve from the 
hands of God what Christ Himself deserves. 

When .Adam and Eve fell, the Lord God made 
coats of skin and clothed them ; and they stood 
before God in the skin of the sacrifice which had 
been slain for their sin. (Gen. iii. 21.) Thus we 

stand before God in all the wrought-out perfections 
of our risen Lord, gloriously arrayed indeed ; and 
shall we not rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory 1 (1 Peter i. 8.) 

4th. Regeneration. By nature we are unfit for 
heaven, and totally incapable of fellowship with 
God; so that heaven would be no heaven to us 
unless we were born again. But the Lord Jesus 
imparts His own life to us. He makes us one with 
Himself, partakers of the divine nature; and thus 
we are made the real children of God, born out of 
God. This no,v nature has spiritunl instincts, 
desires, and capabilities. "Of His fu.luess have nil 
,ve received, and grace for grace" (John i. 16); nncl 
tho seed of every grace and beauty which fills our 
precious Lord is planted in us. 
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.A.t first this new life is only in its infancy, o.nd 
its manifestation may be feeble; but if ,ve ,vill seek 
to walk with the Lord, ench lovely fruit will be 
gradually developed, and we shall grow up into 
Christ in all things. Thus righteousness is not only 
imputed to us, but also planted in us. First we are 
clothed with it, and then it springs out of us. (Isa. 
lxi. 10, 11.)

Thousands, probably millio.ns, depart to be with
Christ very soon after their conversion, and there is 
no time for the development of this new life in them 
while living in this world. But having received 
these four precious gifts from Christ-atonement, 
cleansing, righteousness, and regeneration-they are 
made meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. 

Let us now consider the Lord Jesus as 

(2nd) Our Shepherd. 

Oh, how tenderly He leads His sheep! How 
gentle, how gracious, how considerate He is. " He 
carries the lambs in His bosom, and gently leads 
those that are with young." (Isa. xl. 11.) He 
brings us out from the people, and feeds us in a 
good pasture. He makes us to lie down in a good 
fold (Ezek. xxxiv. 11-16), and leads us beside the 
still waters. (Ps. xxiii.. 2.) He seeks that which is 
lost, and brings again that which was driven away. 
He binds up that which is broken, and strengthens 
that which is sick. Oh, what o. cluster of rich and 
pre�ious blessings I 

Can we truly sav, "The Lord is mv Shopberd "1 
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. Are wo o.llo,ving Him to lend us 1 Ho never drives 
His sheop; and if we aro proud and ·wilful, we must 
lose the joy n.nd comfort of His shepherding. But 
He is faithful still. Ah ! yes, so tender, so pitiful; 
nnd when He cannot ,valk with us, because of our 
waywardness, He still hovers over us, keeping His 
eye upon us, listening, waiting for the first cry for 
help, and ready in a moment to put forth His hand 
to deliver. 

Our Shepherd always gives us good, fresh food. 
He leads us into good, fat pastures. Not poor food, 
but rich food, which ,vill satisfy and make us glad. 
" Green pastures." Sheep pick out the young, fresh 
grass. So Christ will feed us with His own fresh
spoken words ; His p'resent tender, loving thoughts

and feelings about us ; fresh love flowing from His 
heart, fresh smiles gladdening us. 

Do you thus feed upon the green pastures of His 
,vord 1 Have you enjuyed any of His smiles to-day1 
Have you read your Bible at His feet, looking up 
into His face, and, as it were, hearing the ,vords 
flow from His gracious lips 1 If not, why not 1 Is 
your Shepherd dead, asleep, or tired of you 1 Then 
why should you cat stale, dry food 1 hay, instead of 
green pastures 1 

The manna would not keep. It soon bred worms 
nncl stank. God sent it down fresh from heaven 
every morning. And tho Lord Jesus loves to lend 
ua tlny by do.y to tho oxhnustloss treasures of wisdom, 
grace nntl lovo, which nro ovor ilowiug fresh from 
llim. 
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.Ago.in, our Good Shepherd seeks to lead us up 
into the "high mountnins" (Ezek. x._wv. 14) of 
fellowship "·ith God-into His very presence, into 
the secret of His tn.bernncle. If sheep feed upon 
lo"r, damp, marshy land, they get foot-rot, and even 
,,·orse diseases, so that in "'et seasons farmers have 
sometimes lost nearly all their flock. 

Dear child of God, wlie,·e do you feed 1 Have 
yotu· feet become rotten i Are you too lame to 
walk 1 Is disease and "'eakness creeping over you 1 
If so, your soul has been feeding do,vn in tho 
poisonous marshes of this poor evil ,vorld, instead 
of feasting in your Father's presence. Oh, hear 
your Shepherd's voice, ".A.wake, awake; put on 
thy strength ; put on thy beautiful garments. . . . 
Shake thyself from the dust.'' (Isa. Iii. 1, 2.) 
"Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away." 
( Cant. ii. 13.) He ,vill heal all your diseases, bind 
up all your ,vounds, and restore health and strength 
to you. Yea, more, He will lead you into the good 
fold, where you may lie down and rest safely. 

The fold is mentioned in Ezek. x.xxiv. 14. The 
eastern fold is surrounded by high ,valls o.nd fires 
to protect the sheep from the wolves; and there is 
an inner fold ,vhcre some of the sheep are put. 
The fold is a place of safety, comfort, and warmth. 
The Lord delights to see us come there and rest 
,vhenever we o.re weary and so.d. (Ps. cxvi. 7.) It 
is His secret presence-chamber (Ps. xxvii. 5, 6; 
xxxi. 19, 20; xcL 4); and who can toll tho joy,
tho pence, the ehelte1· of that holy plnce 1
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,v e mo.y nestle there, in the very bosom of Cl}rist 
Hin1self, covered with His feathers (PB. xcL 4), and 
to.ke our place ns His loved ones, His joy, His darling. 
,Vhat cnn harm us ther,e i The very wings of the 
Almighty are our defence. Truly we mo.y lie down, and 
none shall make us afraid. (Prov. iii. 23, 24; vi. 22.) 

Oh, let us heed our Shepherd's voice l Let us 
give Him our hand, and be subject to Him. He 
will lead us in "paths of righteousness," in "ways 
of pleasantness" and "paths of peace;" and should 
the way be difficult, He will both go before and 
with us, and uphold us every step. He will feed us 
,vith the goodness of His house, and satiate our 
souls with fatness. (Jer. xxxi 12-14.) 

Let us now consider Him as-

(3rd) Our Example. 

God has predestinated us to be conformed to the 
image of His Son. (Rom. viii. 29.) He cannot be 
satisfied with any lower standard. He delights 
exceedingly in His beloved Son ; and He is working 
in us, and will not rest until He has made us what 
He can perfectly delight in. Now is not this a 
glorious prospect i 

He entreats us to be fellow-labourers together 
with Him ; to purify ourselves even as Christ is 
pure (1 John iii. 3); to measure everything we do or 
say by the words and ,vays of Jesus; to seek to be 
holy even as He is holy (1 Peter i 15, 16)-holy 
in thought, feeling, desires, acts, ,vords, deeds, &c., 
separated unto God. 



IG TITtD FULNESS 0(1' JESUS 

Our Lord J csus hns trod Lho pnLh bof oro us. IT o 
took tho plnoo of porfect subjoction to, o.nd dopcn
dcnce upon, His Futhor. '"'r o hen.r Him say, "niy 
meat is to do the will of Him tho.t sent mo, a.nd to 
finish His ,vork." (John iv. 34.) "I live by the 
Father.,, (vi. 57.) "I do nothing of myself ... 
I do ahvays those things that please Him. I seek 
not mine own glory.'' (viii 28, 29, 50.) "I speak 
not of myself." (xiv. 10.) "I delight to do thy 
will" (Ps. xl. 6.) 

His whole life went up to heaven as a sweet 
smelling sacrifice; and if we will follow in His 
steps, our common every-day things of life may also 
all go up to heaven as a sacrifice acceptable and 
well-pleasing to God. (Rom. xii 1.) N o,v is not 
this worth labouring for 1 

True, it will not be all joy. Our constant failure 
will lead to sorrow of heart, and humble confession 
before God; and as we measure ourselves by Christ, 
our high thoughts will be brought down, and our 
self-sufficiency will melt away. 

If we are satisfied ,vith ourselves, it proves that 
we are not walking closely with Him. It is the 
light that makes manifest, and if we habitually 
study the Lord Jesus as our Example, ,ve must 
increasingly discern our unlikeness to Him. 

He has left us an example ho,v ·we should wnpc 
and act in the family, in the business, in the ,�orld, 
and towards God (I Peter ii. 21-23); nn<l tho 
slightest deviation from this spotless lifo is sbi.

How this cuts at ihe root of sinless perfection. 
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Thero nood bo no great besetting ein, but little 
woods ,vill bo continually cropping up, and they 
nro B'i1i. Thus self-sufficiency o.nd pride are eff cc
tunlly kept under. 

But, oh I the blessing, the rich, full blessing, 
which will be ours as we grow up into Christ. Oh, 
the bliss, the unspeakable bliss, of being filled ,vith 
the fruits of righteousness! To be meek and lowly, 
patient, gracious, loving, faithful, as Jesus was ! 

4th. Our Priest. 

The more we take Christ as our Example, the 
more we need Him as our Priest. The sense of sin 
and failure ofttimes comes over us with bitter, bitter 
poignancy, especially when there are results we 
cannot alter, ·or when in some way or other we 
have injured others. But the priesthood of the 
Lord Jesus is the sovereign balm for every wound. 
It soothes and comforts, calms and strengthens, and 
sends us on our way rejoicing. 

In olden days the high priest wore a golden 
plate ,vith "HOLINESS TO THE Lonn" engraved 
thereon ; and ,ve read : '' It shall be upon .Aaron's 
forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the 
children of Israel ... that the?J mny be accepted 
before tl1e Lord." (Exod. xxviii. 36-38.) 

Thus all our iniquity rolls upon Christ, and is 
atoned for with the precious blood once shod; so 
thnt wo continually stand accepted in His perfect 
righteousness. 

But, oh 1 the matchless grace of our blessed Lord. 
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Think of the floods of iniquity, transgression, e.nd 
sin which have continually poured forth from His 
redeemed people. Think of the wilfulness, pride, 
and ingratitude which have tried and pained Him 
week after week, month after month, for well-nigh 
six thousand years. Oh, what a drain upon His 
patient, forbearing, and faithful love ! .And yet 
He never wearies of His priestly ,vork. Ah, no ; 
He is the true " minister [servant] of the sanc
tuary," and is continually occupied for us. (Heb. 
iv. 14:-16; vii. 25-28; viii. 1-6; L"{. 11-15, 24.)

He sits as a Priest upon His throne (Zech. vi. 13),
and makes reconciliation for our sins. (Heb. ii 17.) 
He makes and keeps us clean, and brings us near 
to God. He makes us happy and at ease in our 
Father's presence ; and, as our great 1\lelchisedec, 
He brings forth bread and wine, and feasts us with 
the fatness of His house. (Heb. vi. 20; vii. 17.) 

As our Priest, He also presents our fruit and 
gifts to God. (Deut. X:\.'"Vi 1-11 ; Heb. v. I ; xiii 
] 5, 16; 1 Peter ii. 5.) He gathers up all the fruit 
(Cant. v. I) which we bring forth from morning to 
night ; He does not suffer �y of it to fall to the 
ground or be forgotten. He treasures up every 
outcome of love, or faith, or meekness, or patience ; 
every little act of self-denial or self-sacrifice, every 
effort to do His will; and with delight and joy He 
feasts on it with our Father and our God. 

On the other hand, He must be truthful in His 
service; and though He will make the very most 
of all our obedience, and love, and praise; yet He 
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cnn only present tho.t which really flows from UB.

Oh, ,,,ho ,vould not set his hen.rt upon continually 
yielding the Lord Jesus o. rare o.nd lovely basket of 
first-fruits 1 

Look up, dear child of God, and see your living, 
loving Priest thus occupied for you! See what a 
,vonderful place you fill-how important your every 
act, your ,vords, your ways ! Your thoughts all 
touch the heart of Christ. You can be such a joy 
to Him. If you but seek to do His will, He rests 
in His love, and joys over you with singing. (Zeph. 
iii 17.) But if you are ,vilful, careless, or clis
o beclient, you grieve and shame Him. Your sins 
all roll upon Him. He will not disown or cast you 
off. .Ah, no; He puts them all away, but they 
deeply pain His heart. 

Oh, will not such love, such grace, constrain you 
to live in au.ch a way that henceforth His priestly 
service for you, may be one of constant joy and 
gladness, and not of grief to Him 1 

.Again, "He ever liveth to make intercession for 
us." (Heb. vii. 25.) Every word, and thought, 
and act of the Lord Jesus is sweet incense to God. 
It delights and gratifies Him; and He loves to give 
Jesus continual fresh tokens of I-lis fond approval 
Our precious Lord is exalted far above all power 
and glory. I-Ie needs nothing for Himself; but If e 
brings us near-the poor and needy oncs-an<l asks 
for blessings for us. l Ie asks for blessings which 
we arc unconscious that ,vc nce<l, n.n<l wo fur 
blessings ,vhich we forget or neglect to ask fur 
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ourselves. Thus unnumborc<l mercies flow down 
to us-nll tho fruit of liis procious intorccssion. 

Suroly such boundless grace will constrain us to 
fnll down bo!ore Him, and gladly say He shall be 

(5th) Our Lord. 

To receive Jesus as my Lord, is to be subject to 
Him in everything ; to take His w1·itten word as 
my rule a.nd guide in every minutia of life; to let 
Him bo Lord of every thought and feeling, desire 
and act. It implies a thorough surrender of ,vill, 
and a determination to obey Him at all costs. It 
is mockery to call Him Lord, unless I am prepared 
to do His will (Ps. xlv. 10, I 1.) 

Self-will, self-seeking, and self-glorying must fall 
before Him. We put Him first, and self second. 
We prefer His gratification, Jlis glory, Hi's gain, to 
our own ; and thUB the roots of sin are weakened. 
Our one aim will be to get something for Jesus
souls for Jesus, fruit for Jesus, love for Jesus, glory 
ancl praise for Jesus . 

.As our Lord, He gives commandments, precepts. 
But He is SQ good, so kind, tbnt He never gives a 
harsh command ; He is so wise, tha.t IIe never 
makes a mistake ; and so tender, so considerate, 
that He always gives all nee<leu help. He is tho 
meek and lowly One; the gentle, patient One. 
There is no resentment, harshness, nor roughness 
in Him; no impatience. Ile never keeps the 
slightest feeling of displeasure in I-Iis heart; seventy 
times seven }le will forgive nnd recoi vo us gm-
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ciously, o.nd be ready to help and strengthen 1J8

ngam. 
Do you long to be thoroughly submissive to Him, 

and to gratify His sHghtest wish, and yet find it diffi

cult to give up your own will 1 But He loves you; 

�e loves you intensely, and only wants to bless you. 
He is all-wise, and you are foolish. You do not 
know what is good for you. He is longing to gratify 
you, and ,vill indulge you to the utmost in anything 
which He knows will not hurt you. If He says, 
" Do not touch that,1' it is because it i$ poison to your 
soul ; or, " Do not go there,'' it is because it would 
injure you. And He desires to save you from pain 
and make you supremely happy. 

If you will only believe this certain truth, it 
will break down your will, well-nigh without a 
struggle. 

He is worthy ! worthy indeed of all power and 
glory; for He will only use it to emich and bless us. 
Worthy to be exalted as Lord of every thought and 
feeling ; for He will lead us in the good and right 
way, and compass us about with songs of deliver
ance. If we receive Jesus as our Lord, He will 
be able to be 

(6th) Our Companion. 

Ho,v ,vonderf ul that the Lo1·d Jesus should wish 
to bo.vo us always ,rith Him I To think that lie 
ca.res for companionship ,vith us 1 tho.t He is ready 
o.nd willing to bo our compLmion all day long-in 
1.ho household, in business, in en.res o.nd nnxiuli\!s, 
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in evorylhing we have to do or see to I True, He 
cannot go with us into sin of any kin<l ; and so 
we lose His company unless we are subject to 
Him. 

If we keep company with Him, ,ve may contin
ually enJoy His presence-His conscious presence, and. 
smile; and use His strength and wisdom. We may 
realize His presence, and yet be too much occupied 
to talk to Him. Ho,v often has it been thus with 
an earthly friend 1 You are in the same room, and 
too busy to talk to her ; still you are conscious of 
her presence, and- at any moment can turn to her for 
help. or counsel. 

l\Iay we learn thus to abide with Jesus, and then 
how E:tweet and real will be those words, "Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee : be not dismayed, for I 
am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee ,vith the right 
hand of my righteousness." ( Isa. xli. 10.) Yes, we 
shall get Hi& strength; we shall know His upholding 
power. 

When th us walking with Jesus, ho,v easy an<l. 
natural it is to cry out for help l A tempto.tion 
comes, a sin arises-you look up, and just sny, 
"Help, Lord!" and at once the needed grnco 
flows forth from Him, and you are more than 
conqueror. 

The flesh within us, urgell on by the devil, is too 
strong for us; nnd if we fight in ow· own strength, 
we are sure to fnil. But Christ is far stronger than 
the devil and our old nnLurij com bi nod ; nnd so if 
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we got ITis holp, ,vo provo wo con <lo 011 thingH 
through Christ who strongthonoih us. (Phil. iv. 13; 
2 Cor. xii 0.) 

Again, thus wnlking with Jesus, ,ve enjoy Ili8

sm,ilc. ,v e can look up in I-Iis fnco, n.nd kno,v that 
He is pleased with us. He rends our hearts, and 
accepts our desire nnd effort to do His will; and in 
I-Iis tender love and rich compassion makes every
allowance for a.ll our weakness.

His toisdo,n too-ah yes, when close to Him, He 
will surely instruct and teach us in the way we 
should go. (Ps. xxxii. 8.) He will be our Coun
sellor, and the wayfaring man, though a fool, will 
not err (Isa. xxxv. 8 ), if he will only cleave to 
Christ. Oh for the loving, subject heart that could 
not rest away from Christ; that habitually walks 
with Him, and thus learns to know Him as 

(7th) O�r Husband I 

The Church has been chosen by God to be the 
eternal Bride of the Lord Jesus Christ-His com
panion, His helpmcet, His delight, His joy. We 
hear God say, "It is not good thnt the. man should 
be alone." (Gen. ii. 18.) And the Church is being 
formed and trained by God that it mny be " the 
fulness of Him that filleth nll in all." (Eph. i. 23.) 
Wonderful, a.mazing truth! Ile creates, sustains, nnd 
fills everything; and yet His purpose is to mnko 
tl.8 capable of yielding fruits which will gratify 
and satiBfy Hie own heart to n11 otornity : not so 
much by our being g1·cat, or doing g1·00.t thing�, but 
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by the unceasing outflow of a grateful, clinging, o.nd 
adoring love. 

Such love is not natural to us ; it must first flow 
out of God into us, and we can only give it back 
as ,ve receive it from Him. " We love Him, be
cause He first loved us." (1 John iv. 19.) This love 
will only increase and gro,v as we enter into and 
enjoy His love. It is a responsive fruit, and there
{ ore He entreats us to continue in His love (John 
xv. 9)-to live in it, to bask in its sunshine, and
be rooted and grounded in it. (Eph. iii. 17.)

The Lord Jesus loves us with an enduring, 
jaitliful, love. The waters of sin cannot quench 
it, neither can the floods of iniquity drown it. 
(Cant. viii. 7.) Nothing can dim or deaden it. 

It is also an ardent love. He loves us even as 
the Father loves Him. (John xv. 9.) Picture the 
ardent, fervent, intense, fond love with which the 
Father gazes upon Christ. Ho,v He delights in 
His perfections and beauty! ho,v He enjoys His 
company I ho,v He revels in His love! What 
pleasure He takes in enricbing Him I .Ancl such is 
the love of Christ to you, dear child of God. 

He loves you ,vith an intonse, fond, personal 
love. lie gazes on you with pleasure (Cant. iv. 1-5); 
and cannot rest when you are at a distance from 
IIim. (Cant. ii 10-15; v. 2-4.) He wants your 
love; He values it (Cant. iv. 8-15), Ile craves it, 
and takes immense pains to win it; He seeks to 
draw it out, and treasures it up and romombors it. 
(Cant. v. 1 ; Jcr. ii. 2.) 
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It is a kindly, genial love, which delights to see 
us bright and happy-" Rejoice in the Lord alway: 
and again I say, Rejoice." (Phil. iv. 4.) He would 
cheer us when dispirited-" Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my people, saith your God." (Isa. xl 1.) He 
would deliver us when we are oppressed-" I have 
seen, I have seen the affliction of my people ... 
and am come down to deliver" (Acts vii. 34); and 
would supply our every need according to His own 
riches in glory. (Phil. iv. 19.) 

W o never need be poor and needy ; for wo nre 
married unto Christ, and all His resources are ow·s, 
and He delights to see us use them. 

We never need be weak ; for Christ is our 
strength, and He is always ready to uphold and 
help. 

,v e never need be lonely ; for He al ways delights 
to have us come with Him (Cant. iv. 8), and loves 
to see our face and to hear our voice (Cant. ii 14), 
and He is ever at leisure to commune with us and 
bless us. 

We never need be sad and weary in heart ; for 
He has provided a blessed resting-place, where we 
are always welcome, and where He will soothe and 
comfort us. (Cant. ii. 3-6.) 

" Snf e in the nrms of J esns, 
Snfe on His gentle breast; 

There, by His love o'ershnde<l, 
Sweetly my soul shall rest." 

Oh, may we daily prove the reality of this blessed 
rest, this full provision for all our need l • If ,vo 

0 
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thus loa.rn to use and enjoy our precious Lord ns 
our Ilusbond, we sl1nll never be carried captive by 
the devil; his power ,vill be broken indeed. We 
may possibly slip, or be overtaken for n moment; 
but ,ve sho.11 quickly recover ourselves, and prove 
the truth of those words : "When my foot slippeth, 
thy mercy, 0 Lord, held me up." (Ps. xciv. 18.) 

Go on in sin 1 Impo�ible ! Our whole being 
would turn from it. Be careless about grieving 
Him 1 .Ah, no ! If we thus believe and enjoy 
Christ's love as our Husband, our joy will be to 
give Him pleasure, and the one object of our lives 
to do His will. He is indeed a satisfying portion, 
a gooclly heritage; and ·when ,ve thus learn His 
fulness, our will is yielded, the struggle ceases, and 
we no longer ask, "Which shall I please, myself or 
Christ 1" 

I did not say there ,vould be no e_{fort. There 
will be continual effort, because we shall al ways be 
striving to bring forth more fruit. But the struggle 
ceases. The heart is sutislied, the will yielded, and 
you walk on with Ilim, delighting in His smile, 
using His strength, and conscious tl1at you are 
pleasing Him. Happy indeed is that people that 
is in such a case. (Pa. cx.Jiv. 15.) 

2 Cor. iv. 10, 11 signifies n deep inwrought sense 
of the sufferings of Christ, so filling us with grate
r ul lov�, that we seek to hove the ve1·y lifll of J esua 
JlUl.:nifcsted in our mortal bodies. 
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"GOOD 1¥0R/(S." 

EPUESIANS ii. 10. 

T
HE Lord has marked out our pathway for us,
and nothing comes to us by chance. We are 

here at school, to b_e fitted for our future position in 
heaven. Our great lesson is to grow like Jesus. 

"Like Him in faith, in meekness, love, 
In every beauteous grace." 

These fruits are sown in our hearts as seed, and 
need very careful culture ; and every little trial in 
daily life may be turned into an opportunity of 
cultivating one or other of these lovely fruits. The 
Lord has ordained our varied circumstances for this 
very purpose. They are like so many daily lessons. 
One hour a lesson of meekness, then one of o be
clience, then of courage, then of self-sacrifice, &c. 

If we are wise we shall hail our lessons, and 
instead of f ratting because they are painful or dis
agreeable, just make the most of them, and try to 
grow up into Christ as fast as we can. Our future 
and eternal personal glory, beauty, and capability, 
depend upon the progress we make here. vVbo 
would mind a little extra suffering for this little 
,vhile, when the result will be exceeding and eternal 
gain 1 

The Blood. In scripture the blood of Christ im
plies al] the laid up vulue, and abiding efficacy of 
Ilia finished work. 
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DAVID'S J,fIGHTY MEN. 

1 OnnoN, xi. 

M
OST of the mighty nets of valour recorded in
this chapter were performed when Saul was 

king, and the rewards were givon when David came 
t.,o the throne. 

Saul is a type of self-will; and many of the Lord's 
childr�n allow their own will to oppress and hinder 
them from coming out to our true David, and 
seeking to do some mighty acts for Him. 

Verses 4-9. J oab believed in David as the an
ointed king of Israel, but he always sought his own 
glory. He obeyed when it suited his own ends, 
and when he could secure position for himself ( v. 6); 
but he made no sacrifice for David, and cared not 
how much he grieved him. ltlark his conduct in 
respect to Abner (2 Sam. iii 20-29), Absalom 
( 2 Sam. xviii), Asahcl (2 Sam. xix. 13 ; xx. 5-10 ), 
and Adonijah (1 Kings i. 5-8). 

He was a naturally wise ma.n, and did everything 
for self. Ile had his reward while he lived, nnd died 
a shameful <leath. (1 Kings ii. 28-34.) Let us look 
to ourselves. Are ,ve like J onb 1 Are we wol'king 
for self or for Christ 1 Are we seeking our re,vard 
here 1 If so, our works will be burnt up, and our
selves saved so as by fire. (1 Cor. iii. 11-15.) 

Some of the mighty acts recorded in this chapter 
nru beyond our power, but tho.t which David vnlued 
most of ill ia within our reaoh. We cannot leo.d 
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throe hundred people to Christ in one day (v. 11); 
nor recover some lost truth to the Churc}l. of God 
(vv. 12-14); but we can be like the three mighty 
men mentioned in verses 15-19. 

They hnd intense personal love to David. He 
longed-and they could not bear that he should long 
for anything he could not have. He could have 
done without that special water; it was not an 
actual necessity to him; but he longed-and they 
"brake through the host of the Philistines " to get 
it for him. 

The Philistines typify the natural evil of our 
hearts; and if we would be a joy to Christ, we must 
determinately resist it all. We can bring Him 
something which will cost us a great deal; something 
which He longs for, something which He could do 
without, but which He values greatly. 

Oh, how He does value the love which will go 
through anything to gratify Him, and which seeks 
nothing for itself! He longs for self-sacrificing, 
devoted obedience,· a heart that says, " I do not care 
what it costs me ; the Lord wishes it, and I will try 
and do it." People may say, "The thing is so small, 
it cannot matter; or it will cost you so much; or it
'\\ill be of so little use to others, that it is not worth 
the trouble." 13ut the loving heart says, "He longs 
for it, and I will do it for Him." 

David well knew the time ,vas coming when he 
would drink to tho full of the wo.ter of Bethlehem; 
but he longed /01· it then. So there is o. tirne con1iug 
when our Lord Jesus will be so.tisfiod to the full with 
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the grateful, responsive love of His redeemed ones; 
but He lOTl{)8 for it note. Let us seek to gratify Hi�. 
The devil may tell us it is not worth much, that it 
is only water; but He accepts it joyously. He 
counts it as wine, the best wine, n.nd delights to 
drink it with His FaLher in he.aven. 

David could not protect his men while they were 
fetching tho water for him ; but though ,vo .mn,y 
havo a host of Philistine foes, both ·within und 
,vilhout, t.o hinder u.s., we need not fear; our pre
cious Lord will take caro lhnt no real evil happ�M 
to us. 

Nor will He disappoint us, n.s David iliJ thcso 
mighty men. I boliove he greatly fnilod in pouring 
ull tho ,vatcr out before the Lon!. lie should hnvo 
drunk u littlo of it himself, and shared it with tho 
LorJ. In pouring it ou� to the LorJ, be troated it 
as strong drink, tho best wine, o drink-o!ft!ring 
(Num. xx.viii. 7-14), good enough to bo presented 
to God; but it must have pained them intensely, 
and proves a want of duo consideration for their 
feelings. True, when ho came to his kingdom ho 
put them .fir$!, nnd took them into his inner circle, 
nnd ma.do them his chosen companions (vv. 21-25); 
but at the time it must have disappointed the.m 
sadly. 

Our Jesus will never treat us like this. He 
knows e�--noUy ho,v to repay us for our love ; lie 
accepts all our poor efforts to gratify Him. We 
may count them but ,rater ; but He esteems them 
as strong wine, nnd presents it as something Yery 
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ohoico to His Fa.ther, o.nd joyously drinks it with 
Him. 

This is our highest co.lling, our highest office-to 
grntif y the hen rt of Jesus, to satisfy Him, to yield 
Him "royo.1 dainties." '\Vho.t does it matter what 
it costs us, if we only get the consciousness that He 
comes into the garden of our hearts, and gathers 
His myrrh with His spice, and eats His honeycomb 
with his honey, and drinks His wine with His milk i 
(Cant. v. 1.) Is not this repayment a thousandfold 
for all the self-sacrifice, self-denial and effort, which 
t4ese fruits may have cost i 

.And then when He comes to receive us to Himself 
He ,vill give us the sweetest, 1·ichest recompence, 
even a place of special nearness to Himself, of 
special companionship with Him for ever, and 
special power of ministering to Him and gladdening 
Him. 

STEWARDSHIP. 

" E"V-EH.Y one of us shall give account of himself 
to God." (Rom. xiv. 12.) Salvation is the 

free gift of God through Christ Jesus our Lord ; 
"not of ,vorks, lest any man should boast." But 
after we are saved we are no more our own; we are 
bought with a price, and everything we have belongs 
to Christ. 

Thus we n1·e stewa1·c.ls, and responsible to Him for 
tho uso we mnko of everything He co1nmits to us. 
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Henlth, wonlth, time, strength, infiuonco, position, 
powers of mind, &c. &c., are all so many talents, of 
"'hich we shall have to give an account in the day 
of Christ; and our eternal position and capabilities, 
,vill depend upon the way in which we use these 
tnlents. 

We have no hard Mo.ster to deal w·ith. He 
knows exactly how much He has committed to 
us, and it is accepted according to ,vhat a man 
hath, and not according to what he hath. not. 
(2 Cor. viii 12.) 

If He has given us mone1J, we are responsible to 
use it for Him ; and if we are unfaithful in the un
righteous mammon, He will not trust us with the 
true riches, nor make us eternal stewards. (Luke 
xvi. 2-11; xix. 24-26.)

So with time. If the Lord has so ordered for us
that we have our time at our own disposal, He asks 
for our time. We have no right to spend any of it 
merely for self-pleasing. It is the Lord's, and should 
be laid out most carefully and industriously in His 
service. 

So with strength. It should be taken care of and 
used for Him; not wasted, but husbanded and spent 
for Him. 

So with influence, position in life. All may be 
used for Him. They bP-long to Him, and we are 
robbing Him, if in any way we use them to exalt 
and glorify ow-selves. 

Merttal gifts and powers the same. If we use 
them for self, to get praise from man, \\'e o.ro 



"I WILL BEND TDE IIOilNETS DEFORE TJJEE." 33 

wnsting our Lord's goods, nnd ,ve shall bo eternal 
losers. 

Let us judge ourselves, our circumstances, our 
powers, o.nd see ,v beth er we are being good stewards; 
whether the Lord will be able to say to us, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant;" and if not, let 
us gird our loins at once, and seek henceforth to 
spend and be spent /or Him. We have only a 
little while left. Let us make the most of it, and 
see how much time, strength, money, influence, 
powers, we can send lip to heaven. (1 Tim. 
vi. 17-19.)

·' I WILL SEND THE HORNETS BEFORE

THEE." 

Exo». mil. 28; DEUT. vil. 20: Josu. xxiv. 12. 

T
HE Lord promised to send the hornets among 
the children of Israel ns a blessing. His object 

was that their half-conquered enemies might thus 
be clri ven from their hiding-places, and be destroyed, 
instead of being allowed to increase secretly. Hornets 
would typify anything which reveals to us some sin 
,vhich hides itself from us in some co1·ncr of our 
hearts. 

New trials or surroundings often brint;; out n fresh 
man if cstation of some sin which w·e had hoped we 
had conquered, and ,ve are prone to think the cfr
cumstances have caused it; but no, they only 
revealed what wns in us. 
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If you fill o. spongo ,vith ,vntcr you cannot 
squeeze 1niU< out of it; and even ,vhon you think 
it is J.ry, you can often get a little ruore ,vater by 
extra pressure. Thus when we are trying to please 
the Lord, He often brings some extra pressure upon 
us, that the secret remains of some old besetting 
but ho.lf-conquerecl sin, may be brought to light, 
and we may again drag it into the presence of the 
Lord, and hew lt in pieces before Him. (1 Sam. 
xv. 33.)

\Ve only get true victory over sin by thus hewing
it to pieces. .A.s we examine it in His presence we 
find that it is foolish, injurious to ourselves and 
others, despicable and mean, abominable and loath
some, nngratef ul and hateful. This enables us to 
cast it from us, or trample it beneath our feet. Let 
us thank the Lord for the hornets, and receive them 
as a token of His approval. 

In Isa. lxi. 10, righteousness is spoken of as a 
robe ; in verse 11, it is spoken of as seed; and in 
lxii I, ·we read that Christ will not rest until it 
shines f 01·tlt.

Thos righteousness is put upon 1ts ns a. garment, 
sown in our hearts as seecl, and the Lord Jesus 
earnestly desires and labours to sec it developed nnd 
pe1fecie,d in us; and when it shines out in our lives, 
we becomo a. crown, of glo1·v to Him, and }Io is able 
to delight in us. (vv. 3, 4.) Is not this ,vorth 
labouring for 1 
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THE LJG.IIT OF THE BODY IS THE EYE. 

W
E ho.ve no light in our, natural body ; it all

comes from outside, and we must keep our. 
eyes open if ,ve desire light. The eye is tho 
windo,v of the body, and lets in the light; and if 
we shut our eyes we are instantly in darkness, how
ever much light there may be around us. 

So is it spiritually. We have no light of our 
own, and can only see as we look outside ourselves 
to Christ. He is the true. Light, and we must keep 
o� eye upon Him, asking what He thinks, what He
says, and what He ,vould do. A single eye seeks
to see everything as Christ does, and thus our whol�
being becomes "full of light,

,
(l\Iatt. vi 22); which

means, that while the eye of our soul is fixed upon
Christ we see clearly, even as when our eyes are
open, the bright shining of a candle gives us light.
(Luke vi. 34-36.)

An evil eye is one that turns away from Christ
the light-nnd gazes into darkness, and thus gets 
deceived by Satan's false Ughts, and led captive by 
him at his pleasure. Truly such an one walks "in 
darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth." (John 
xii. 35.) The devil is always seeking to deceive
and ensnare us, tberef ore let us take heed to the
,varning, "vValk while ye have the light, lest dark
ness como upon you.'' ,vilful sin brings darkness
by blinding our eyes, and then how great is that
darkness.
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FELLOfVSHIP 'J,VJTH CHRIST. 

Rend 1 John t 

T
HE fourth verse is the key-note to this epistle :

" These things write ,ve unto you, that your 
joy may be full." This joy is the fruit of fellow
ship with the Father and the Son. J obn had 
proved it for himself; he knew its sweetness, it 

sa tisfi.ed his heart, and therefore he longed to lead 
others into it. 

"That which was f1·om the beginning "-that 
which has been always true of Christ, but ,vhich 
we only enjoy as ·we learn to know Him. It is not 
enough to hear about Him ; we need to see Him 
with the eye of faith ; to fix our earnest gaze upon 
Him ; to read His ways, His heart, His feelings, as 
shown in His life down here. Still more, we need 

with humble, reverent hands to handle Him, to 
make Him our own, to lay hold of Him for our

selves, and enjoy Him. 
We have heard of His love; we have seen it; 

but how much have we gazed upon it 1 ho,v much 

of it have we handled, and taken into our own 
hearts 1 How much of His tenderness, His fond

ness, His fulness 1 Hearing will make us glad for 

a season, but it will not satisfy, nor make us strong, 

unless we lay hold of the truth, and hide it in our 

hearts. 

" That wldch we have .c1een and hea1'd declare we 

unto you." Vv e need not wait for full experienco 
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of nny tn1th bofore ,ve toll it to others, but may 
speak of tho.t w hioh we ho.ve heard, and kno,v to 
bo vorily true. " We preach not ourselves," nor our 
o"rn experiences, '' but Christ Jesus the Lord." 
(2 Cor. iv. 5.) 

" That ye also may have f ellowslzi'p 1.oith us." 

John desires to share all his good things with us. 
We may consider fellowship in two ways : 
1st. God is faith/ ul, by whom ye were called unto 

t/ie fellowship of His Son Jesus Ghrist." (1 Cor. i. 9.) 
The fellowship here spoken of is partnership. When 
we were converted, God put us into partnership 
with the Lord Jesus-an eternal partnership, in 
which He made us sharers of all His treasures ; to 
share and share alike with Him in everything He 
has. 

He has made us very rich, and wants us to try 
and live up to our spiritual income. The only 
limit is, How much can we use 1 We may draw, 
and dra,v, and draw; ,ve cannot exhaust His re
sources. If we ,vant anything, ·we need only ask, 
" Has Jesus got it 1 " and go and dro. w it from 
Him. "1Iy God shnll supply all your need." 
(Phil. iv. 19.) "The Lord will give grace and 
glory.,, (Ps. lxxxiv. 11.) Tho in ensure of t-he 
supply is not according to our faith or obedience, 
but " according to IIis riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus." 

We should think a person very foolish who wns

partner in a ln.rge firm, nnd ontitloJ to £ 2000 n 
year, if he only drow 1 Os. o. week, rulu Ii v�d ill 
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compnrntivo poYcrty. .And, oh, lio,v foolish nre 
tre, who nro in partnership with tl10 Son of God, if 
we do not drnw out of IIis fulncss nccording to our 
need. Tiis tronsurcs of wisdom, knowledge, strength, 
grace nnd love, are all for us. We have only to go 
nnd dmw. 

We need not lack anything. We mo.y dwell in 
the secret place of the �Iost High. (Ps. xci. 1.) 
,v o may be beautifully clothed with .the fruits of 
the Spirit. (Col. iii. 12-14.) We may be richly, 
fed with the goodness of His house. (Ps. lxv. 4.) 
,ve mo.y be strengthened with all might according 
to His glorious power. (Col i. 11.) ,\7' e tnay ride 
upon the high places (Deut. xxxii. 13), and enter µito 
His presence triumphantly, rejoicing and glorying 
in Him. (Isa. xxv. 10.) 

Oh for the living, fervent faith, which will rest 
with nothing short of full and present possession 
and enjoyment of these our treasures I 

2nd. "Truly our fellowship is with the Fatlle1· 
and ioitli His Son.'' ( v. 3.) The fello,vship hel'e 
spoken of implies companionship. It is possible to 
enjoy partnership without companionship; to use 
some of the r.iches of Christ without having much 
of His company. 

Dut the Lord desires our company. Ile wants to 
Gee our face, to hear our voice, to have us with Rim, 
near Him. Ile not only welcomes us into His pro
sonce, o.nd delights to sco us feasting there, but is 
nlso rondy to come forth ,vith us wherovor ,ve go, 
nud help us in everything ,ve do. (Cant. vii. 11, 12.) 
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But Christ can only have fellowship with us in 
proportion as our thoughts and feelings are brought 
into unison with His. The natural thoughts of our 
hearts are only evil continually (Gen. vi. 5), nnd they 
all need correcting. We must go into His presence 

and sit down quietly there, and get our thoughts 
righted, before we can enjoy this constant com
panionship with Christ. We must read His wo1·d 
at His feet, looking up in His face, and desiring to 
know ·what He says about our daily duties, cares, 
sorrows, pleasures, shopping, relations, friends; our 
,vork for Him; our expectations, hopes, longings. 
And, oh, when He speaks, let us take care that we 
answer not again I 

He ,vould have us at ease in His presence, and 
thus we shnll prove the mighty transf OTming power 
of intercourse with Him. He will not deal roughly 
,vith us-ah! no-but with His own gentle, per
suasive, soothing grace, ·will gradually teach us His 
mind and will, and enable us to think and feel 

about everything as He does. 
We shall then be " agreed " with Him ( Amos 

iii. 3), and wherever we go, we can take Him mth
us; whatever ,ve do, w·e can have His help; we can
lca.n upon Him {Cant. viii. 5) and draw from His
f u.lness, and prove that His grace is sufficient for us.

Oh the joy of such fellowship mth Christ! Truly 
nll things nre but dung compared to it. V\r ell may we 
give up anything for a little more companionship with 
Christ. Only let us prove its sweetness, and we shall 
turn away from anything• that mars or hinders it. 
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But bettor, bettor still, our Lord Himself desires 
it. He loved to go to BAthany; He enjoyed His 
welcome there; and now it is a real joy to Him 
when He can find a humble, loving heart that 
cleaves to Ilim. Oh, let us keep our hearts ns a 
shelter meet for Him! (John xiv. 21-23; Isa. 
lvii. 15, Lnri. 2 ; Zeph. iii 17.)

Eternal security and full forgiveness are the por
tion of every child of God, but companionship with 
Christ depends upon obedience; and if we seek this 
companionship, He will lead us on and on into 
fellowship with all His ways and purposes, and we 
shall become true fellow-labourers together with Him 
(I Cor. iii. 9 ; 2 Cor. vi. 1.) 

" God is light, and in Him is no darlcness at all." 
All is bright and sunlight with Him; there is no 
cloud, no darkness. The clouds are all earth-born, 
not heaven-born; they go up from the earth, and 
do not come do,vn from heaven. So is. it spirit
ually. 

If a cloud comes over the soul upon any point, 
we may be sure that we have not His thoughts upon 
that point ; and we should go into His presence, 
and quietly sit down before Him, nnd talk ,vith 
Him a.bout it, until we see it as He does. It is our 
privilege to have fellowship with Him about every
thing, and in His light to see light. (Ps. xxxvi. 9.) 

Clouds are the fruit of unbelief, self-,vill, or un
confessed sin. 

Unbelief makes us anxious. 
Self-will blinds our eyes. 
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.And unconfcssed sin keeps us at a distance from 

Christ. 
But wlty should wo distrust Him 1 He loi·es ns 

tenderly ; so much so that He says, " He that 
touchcth you toucheth the apple of His oye." (Zech. 
ii. 8.) He bns all power, and docs w·hntsoover He
pleases in tbe heavens, and in the eartl1, nnd in the
sen. (Ps. cxxxv. 6.) He is perfect in wisdom (Job
xxxvi. 4 ), nnd llis grace is very abundant. (I Tim.
i. 14.) Surely our unbelief should meltnwny before
these precious truths I

.And see the folly of self-wi1l. Our wise nncl 
loving, mighty, gracious God has undertaken to 
gra.tif y all the desires of our hearts. He knows tho 
best and most gentle ,vo.y to do it; and ,vhen we 
are rebellious and self-willed we cause ourselves no 
end of needless pnin, as well as give Him extro. 
trouble. 

Un confessed sin is still more foolish ; for " if wo 
confess Olli' sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness." Unconfessed sin lies like a heavy weight 
upon the hen.rt; it saddens and weakens us; it 
holds back the Lord's hand from helping ns, and 
hinders the fond expre�on of His love. 

Thus ,ve see we need not wnlk in darkness. The 
sunlight of His love and presence can disperse 
every cloud, n.nd we may "walk in the light, ns He 
is in the light.,, True, there will still be sin within 
us, and increased fellowship with Christ will make 

us very quick to detect it ; but then the blood, the 
D 
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precious blood, it olennscth from o.ll sin ; and wm
i ng with Him, ,ve shill continunl]y realize its 
cleansing pow or. 

Oh, whnt a joyous, glndsome path !-walking on 
nnd on with Christ; leaning upon Him ; enjoying 
Him; learning of Him; using His fulness; and, 
little by little, growin� more like Him. 

"lVHAT IS AfAN, THAT THOU SHOULDST 

Jl.fAGNIFY H/11,f ,'l " 

A
LL the judgment we deserved has been poured

upon Christ ; and now our blessed God 
examines our hearts, that He may meet our every 
need, gratify every wish, consider all our longings, 
and bring out all His treasures in heaven to delight 
and satisfy us. He uses everything He has for us. 
His power, His grace, His wisdom, His tenderness, 
all, all are/or us. His question is, "How much of 
it can you take in and use 1 " " Ho,v can I make
you capable of receiving a little more 1 How enlarge 
your heart so that you may be able to hold and 
enjoy more of it to all eternity 1 '' 

He has set His heart upon us to magnify us 
(,Job vii. 17), to make us really grand nnd glorious. 
He desires not only to justify, but also to sanctify, 
purify, beautify, gratify, satisfy, and glorify us. In 
short, to load us ,vith every possible blessing; to 
endow us with every perfection o.nd beauty; o.nd to 
crown us with every glory o.nd honour. 
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"EVERY �VHIT OF IT UTTERETH HIS 

GLORY." 

PiU.LK mi. 9 (mugin). 

T
HIS will be preciously true of the Church, the
temple of the living God. (2 Cor. Ti 16.) 

Some of God's children walk so baclly, that woll
n igh nil their works will be burned up, nnd thoy 
so. vcd so ns by fire. ( l Cor. iii. 12-15.) TAeu ,rill 
bo eternal monuments of His faithful, forgiving love. 
Thoy will be Ii ving epistles of the excoocling riches 
of Ilia grace (Eph. ii. 7), o.nd show how much llo 
could forgive, and how no disobcdionco or rebellion 
on their pnrt could make Him forego His promises. 
"Ho cn.nnot deny IIimself.'' (2 Tim. ii. 13.) 

Others will have used the provisions of His grace, 
and by abiding in Christ have been enabled to bring 
forth n1uch fruit. They will be monuments of His 
power (Eph. i. 19); and angels and principalities will 
learn Un·ough them, the exceeding greatness of that 
power ·which could subdue the sin within, and trans
form such vile and ·wicked sinners into holy, humble, 
beautiful saints . 

.Again, His manifold wisdom (Eph. iii. 10) will be 
seen in the varied way in "?hich He has dealt with 
different characters. ,Ye shall then see how good, 
ho,v ,rise, how kind have been His dealings ; ho,v 
truly He has led us all by the right way, the best 
way, the most effectual way, the least painful way. 
Yes, ,ve shall remember all the way by which He 
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led us. We shall know even as we are known. 
( 1 Cor. xiii. 12.) ,v e sha11 see bow much we 
grieved Him, .110,v many times we turned aside, and 
le..'lrn out to tl1e full, the deep compassions, the tender 
yearnings, the rich unceasing grace which flowed 
from Him. 

And, oh, what songs of grateful joy, what hal
lowed notes of cliaste,ned praise, what fond, adoring, 
clinging love will flow from us, as we look back and 
learn how much we owe ! 

" Then, Lord, shall I fully know, 
Not till then, how much I owe." 

Ruth i. 6-18. 

Naomi represents a Christian whose soul is 
withered up through want of fello,vship with Christ. 
Such an one is walking in darkness, and cannot 
read the mind ·of the Lord. He will make sad 
mistakes himself, and also hinder others from 
following Him fully. His counsel will be bad and 
his judgment warped. He n1ny be able to talk about 
the truth, hut his perverted thoughts ns to "·hat 
will please the Lord, will make him a. rendy tool in 
the devil's hand, to mislead and bewilder others. 

Let us tako warning from Nnomi, nnd so seek to 
walk with the Lord, thnt we may got Hw estinmte of 
things nrouncl us, and bocomo cnpnble of discerning 
botwcon tho holy und profane, nnu between tho 
clonn und unclean. (Lov. x. 1 O, 11 ; Deut. xvii. 
8-13; Eiok. xllv. 23, 24.)
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SORROW TURNED INTO JOY. 

NEB. vill. 

rnHESE Israelites had lately returned from cap
_J_ tivity, nnd it is probable that most of them 
had never heard the law of God before. The first 
eight verses of this chapter prove how engorly nnd 
reverently they listened; and as commandment nfter 
commandment fell upon their ears, they increasingly 
felt ho,v deeply they had sinned ; sorrow nnd sigh
ing filled their heru·ts, and at lnst the whole congre
gation burst forth into bitter groans and tears. 

�That a solemn sight f Would that our hearts 
,vore o.s tend or, nnd as quickly moved to grief, when 
wo find we have been sinning against the Lord. 

Then cnme the wonderful, the gracious command: 
"Mourn 1wt, nor weep. . . . Go your tcay, eat tlia 
fat and d1·ink ih.o sweet . . . .  1-leither be ye Borr?J:

fo1· the joy of the Lord -is your strength." 
The people listened and obeyed, "becauae they

had understood the words that were declared unto 
them.,, Thus their sorrow was turned into joy, and 
they cc went their way to eat and to drink . . . and

to rnake great m.irtll.11 

It is right when any fresh view of God's holiness, 
or clearer knowledge of His ,vill is revealed to us, 
to "'eep over pnst failw-e; but the devil would seek 
to lead us to settle down in weeping and mourning, 
as the Israelites did in Judges ii They spent all 
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their slronglb nnd lime in weeping, and novor ,vent 
on to oboy, nnd did not put o.wny their fnlse gods. 

It is somolin1cs self-righteousness thnt makes us 
keep on grieting. ,v e are vexed nnd diso.ppointed 
,vitb OU1'sel.ves. We have not really learnt that in 
us (tbnt is, in our flesh) dwelleth no good thing, and 
therefore nre cast down nnd disappointecl nt each 
fresh discovery of evil. 

Our blessed God knows us thoroughly. He hns 
searched us through and through. He knows the 
deep fountain of iniquity that is within us, and nlso 
our utter inability to keep His commnndments in 
our own strength ; nnd the ref ore in His rich grace 
He has given us Jesus, not only as our Saviour, 
but as-

" Our never-failing treasury filled 
With boundless stores of grace." 

Tho Lord Jesus gives us the "ligltt" which shows 
us how wrongly we have acted-" forgiveness" 

through His precious blood-nnd His own right 
hand to uphold nn<l help us for tho future. Ha.ve 
we not often wished tho liyltt had not come, sulkily 
accepted the pardon, nnd fretfully turned awny from 
the offered llelp. 

The first weeping is all right, but frelting nnd 
moumihg will nover give powor over sin. The devil 
persuades us that tho1·e is some power of good in llil,

nnd tbnt if wo keep on grieving over our failures we 
shall be a.ble to conquer them ; but he is n lin1·, and 
only seeks to deceive. Our Lord's coil1llland is, 
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"Jlourn ,iol, no1· u:ecp. . . . But uo your way, eat 

lite fut and drinlc tho sweet.'' Ho eproo.da the table 
for us, n " f cn.st of fo.t things, o.nc.l wines on the lees 
well refined" (Isa. x..�v. 0 ), and bids us eat and 
drink o.bundnntly. 

It requires a much greater effort of soul to rise 
and eat, tho.n to settle down and weep, and the more 
intensely we desire to please the Lord the more 
prone we shn.11 be to ref use to be comforted. Satan 
comes as an angel of light, and feeds our self-right
eousness under the name of humility; and covers a 
sulky, fretful, discontented spirit with the name of 
godly sorrow . 

.A. feast was provided for Israel directly they 
humbled themselves: one day's fast, and eight.days' 
feast. (v. 18.) .And so it is now. Our blessed God 
bids us feast upon Christ Himself-His sufferings.,

His love, His grace, His f ulness, His promises, His 
glory ; all that He has nnd is. And ns we thus 
feed on Him, we gather strength to pursue our 
journey, and fight the good fight of fo.ith. 

A ,vounded soldier would never regain his strength 
if he lay bleeding, cold, and hungry on the battle
field. No; he must have his wounds bound up, 
and be sheltered and fed, before he will ngain be 
able to fight. 

So is it with us. We get wounded in the batUe 
with sin, nncl the devil tries to keep us bleeding, 
cold, and hungry. Ile tells us we must fret nntl 
conquer our sins before wo mny sit do,m nnd feast 
lJut our Father Lids us uru.w nenr to Ilim, n.nd thero 
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in tho war1nth of Jiis p1·oscnco, to eit down and fen.st 
upou tho goodnoss of llis house. 

, Vo find fou1· things forbidden : " .illourn not, 

trerp not, bo not sorry, neither bo ye grieved." "\Ve 
nre prono to indulge in tho two latter after the two 
formru· bn.vo passed nway; but the Lord forbids all 

four. llo would not have us keep a grieved feeling, 
but commands us to forget ou1· misery (Prov. xx.xi 
6, 7), and leaning upon Christ for strength, to go 
forth full of hope and expectation of victory. 

He wants us to bo enriched even through our 
past failures ; so to learn our ,v�akness, that ,ve may 
be constrained to cleave to Christ, and -{ear to take 
a step alone; and so to learn our folly, that we may 
distrust our own judgment, and be subject to His 
written word in eve1·ything. Thus out of our very 
failures we should get richer blessings to ourselves, 
closer fellowship with Christ, and become more 
capable of helping others. Ah, ho,v matchless 
His grace I How wonderful His ways ! 

Now for the crowning truth : " The joy of the 

Lord is you1· strengt,h.'' l{ot our joy in 1/irn, but 
His joy in us. The truth, tho blessed stimulating 
truth, that ,ve co.n give Hi'ni joy. The conscious
ness thnt we cnn be a real pleasure, a delight to 
Him; and n1ark, this is said to those who had just 
been weeping bitterly, because they had discovered 
so many things in which they bud been disobeying 
Him. 

Now tum to Jer. x.�xi. 18-21. Ephraim is thoro 
bemoaning himself because of past failure, nnd 
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crying to the Lord for help and strength. .And as 
soon ns the Lord hen.rs his true confession, nnd his 
earnest cry for help, He exclnims-" Ephraim, my 
dear son J a pleasant child ! " Now is not this ,von
derf ul 1 Should it not lift up and gladden our 
hearts 1 We thus see that as soon as there is real 
repentance, we again become pleasant children to 
Him, and can gladden His heart. We need not 
wait until ,ve have conquered our sins, but after 
true self-judgment, may rise at once, with the con
sciousness of a full, free pardon, sit down and feast 

,vith our blessed God, and then go forth leaning 
upon Christ for strength, and know that as ,ve thus 
walk, cleaving to Him, that He is rejoicing over us, 
and whispering again • and again, '' My dear child, 
my pleasant child.'' 

Then comes the tender, loving caution," Set thee 
up ,vaymarks, make thee high heaps." Remember 
the past mistakes and failures ; be on your guard 
against them. Let them be beacons of danger
finger-posts to warn you, lest you be again ensnared. 

'' This day is holy '1.tnto the Lord." In deep, 
deep thankfulness and .joy, He would have us 
dedicate ourselves afresh to Him. "Holy unto the 
Lord-" holy, separated unto Him in all our 
thoughts, and ways, and ,vor<ls. Not occupied 
·with ourselves and our o,vn gain, but occupied with
Him, satisfie<l with Him, grateful to I-Iim, delight
ing in Him, and longing to give Him joy.

One word more. He does not despise tho dny of 
small things. He has long patience fo1· the precious 
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fruits of the Spirit. He takes pleasur� in tho 
buddings of fruit. He watches it while it is 
growing, delights in its progress, and looks onward 
to the time when it will be fully ripe. So now, 
even now, each one of us mny be a joy and a praise 
to Him, nnd know f 01· ourselves the sweetness of 
that precious truth, "The joy of the Lord is your 
strength." 

RE'JtVARDS. 

0 UR Lord promises thi·ee kinds of rewards in
heaven, which meet three different cravings of 

our nature ; viz., affection, benevolence, and am
bition. 

1st. Ambition. Special positions of glory, honour, 
praise and power. See Luke xix. 12-l 9 ; l\Iatt. 
xvi 27, xix. 27-29, xxv. 14-23; 1 Cor. ix. 24:-27; 
2 Cor. v. 10; James i 12; 1 Peter iv. 12, 13; 
2 Peter i. 5-11; Rev. ii. iii., &c. &c. 

These places will be given to those who set their 
affections on things above, who give up the trumpery 
glory of this world to obey and follow Christ, ·and 
do not suffer any earthly gain to turn them aside 
from Him. 

2nd. Benevolence. Positions of usefulness and 
responsibility. These will be given to those who 
use what the Lord has given to them for Him, and 
not for themselves; to those who are good stewo.rds, 
and send up their time, money, strongth, &c. &c., to 
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henYen. Seo Luko xii. 4 l-4•t, xvi. 0-12; 1\fntt. vi 
1 O, 20; x. 40-42; 1 Cor. iii. 8-15, xv. 58; 2 Cor. 
ix. G ; Gal. vi. 7-0 ; Eph. vi. 8. ; Col. iii. 24; Heb.
xi. 35; Rev. iii. 12. \Ye sbnll then sco bo,v He has
appreciated true, self-sacrificing service for Christ.

3rd. Affection. Pln.ces of special nearness to 
Jesus, nnd power of ininistering to Him nnd yield
ing Him special joy. These ,vill be the natural 
rewards of devoteu love to Christ ; of that lovo 
,vbich delights in His company now; a love that 
makes us cling to llim, ,vork for Him, suffer for 
Him, talk to Him, sing to Him; in short, a love 
that will sacrifice everything and e\·eryone, rather 
than grieve or dishonour Him. He desires such love, 
He era ves it, He values it, and will reward it with 
eternal, special fellowship ,vith Himself. See John 
xiv. 21-23; Luke xii. 35-37; Rev. i. 7, 17, ii. 4.

He has called us to run a race, and bids us so run
that we may obtain the prize. (1 Cor. ix. 24-27.) 
The goal is likeness to Christ, and the more we 
gro"· like Him here, the brighter ,vill be our crown. 

He also calls us soldie1·s, and exhorts us to fight 
the good fight of faith. (Seo 1 Tim. vi. 12; i. 18; 
2 Tim. ii. 3-5; Eph. vi 10-18; 2 Cor. x. 4, 5; 
Rom. xiii 11-1 •i ; 1 Thcss. v. 8.) If we ,vnnt 
honours in the day of Christ ,ve must fight now, 
and the more victories we gain, the gl'enter will be 
our glory then. 

\Ve ore also servants, workers together with 
Christ (1 Cor. iii. 9; 2 Cor. vi. 1); and the rewarJs 
will depend upon three things. 
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1st. Tho q1ta11tily: how much work wo clo. 
2nd. Tho quality: whether wo <lo it in tho 

Lo1·<l's wny. 
3rtl. The ,nolive : whether wo do it from love to 

Christ, or from some lower motive. 
All service for Christ will be rewarded ; but that 

which flows from a loving, grateful heart will re
ceive for more reward thnn that which is done from 
n servile spirit. (oiatt. vi. 1-18; lJ al. iii 16, 17.) 

Again, we are the Lord's garden, where He comes 
to regale nnd delight Himself with pleasant fruits. 
(Cant. iv. 11 to v. 1 ; Isa. v. 7 ; John xv. 4-8.) 
These fruits must be produced here; and if ·we 
wish to yield the Lord special and royal dainties to 
all eternity, we must cultivate them here. 

These truths make life very important, and should 
give us great courage. lrfay we learn to look at 
everything in the light of the judgment-seat of 
Christ, and seek to turn to account all the details 
of daily life, that everything we do may be found 
unto praise and honour and glory, at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ. 

Using Christ. We can only use the fulness of 
Christ in proportion as we know Him. 

As we learn His majesty and power, we look to 
Him for strength . 

.AB we learn His grace o.nd f ulness, we look to 
Him for continual fresh, supplies . 

.And as we learn His tenderness and love, He 
becomes our Batis/yin9 portion. 
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SELF. 

S
ELF - WILL, self - seeking, self - glorying, and

self-exalting are all destructive, wicked, and 
foolish; but self-judgment, self-cleansing, and self
purifying are acceptable and well-pleasing to the 
Lord. 

Self-will is foolish, because our gracious God hns 
set His heart upon blessing us, and self-,vill hinders 
and delays the blessing. 

Self-seeking is also foolish,. because we can never 
obtain for ourselves, what the Lord has promised to 
give to those who live for Him instead of for them
selves. 

Self-glorying is the extreme of folly, because we 
have nothing of our own to glory in, and in the end 
,ve �hall be. utterly ashamed of our own sham. 

Selj-e.rcalting is also foolish, for we shall only have 
to come do,vn again. 

Thus self-will, self-seeking, self-glorying, and self
exalting, are not only wicked in themselves, but can 
only lead to the most intense disappointment. 

On the contrary, self-judgment, self-cleansing, and 
self-purifying, bring blessing, because the Lord under
takes to help us against any sin we judge. He 
commands us to cleanse our ·ways, and the pure in 
heart shall see God. The Lord also finds pleasure in 
the huinble, obedient child. Such a one may enjoy 
and revel in His smile, and also lift up the head 
with confidence, and fear no evil (Ps. lxxxiv. 11.)' 
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SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION OF THE 

OLD TESTA/JI El'lT. 

T
HE New Testament is full of doctrines and
precepts, and tmfolds the mind and will of 

God concerning us. The Old Testament reveals 
the ways of God "�ith man under different circum
stances, and is also full of earthly representations 
of heaYenly truth. Thus, as one has said, the New 
Testament unfolds the Old, and the Old enfolds the 
New. 

True, we need the power of the Holy Ghost to 
teach us the truth; but He delights to take of the 
things of Christ, and show them unto us. There
fore let us search the Scriptures; yes, search them 
diligently. (See Prov. ii. 1-9; xxii. 17-21.) Let 
us compare spiritual things with spiritual, and 
enrich the plain, unvarnished. statements of the 
New Testament, ,vith the outbursts of varied and 
startling feeling, which so abound in the Old. 

One great secret of interpretation is to remember, 
that in this dispensation believers' blessings are 
lteavenly (Eph. i. 3), and not ea1·tltly, ns they ,vere 
to the Jews. Every earthly blessing which was 
promised to Israel is a shadow of a heavenly 
bleaaing laid up for us in Christ; and if ,ve care
fully •examine the earthly blessing, it becon1es easy 
to percci ve its spiritual counterpart. 

Thus all tho promises which were litcrolly ful-



TIJE OLD T)i:ST.Al\IENT. 55 

filled to Israel in their earthly portion, if they were 
obedient, ,vill also be literally fulfilled to us in our 
heavenly portion if we are obedient. We get the 
earnest now, and the fulness when ,ve reach our 
home. The same principle applies to the rich and 
glorious millennial promises. Every one of them 
"�ill be literally fulfilled to Israel upon this earth, 

,vhen Christ takes to Himself His great power and 
reigns; but we may even now enjoy their spiritual 
counterpart in proportion as Christ reigns in our 

hearts. 
Gal. iii. 7, 16, 29, and many other passages, 

prove that ,ve may take all the Old Testament 
promises to ourselves, provided we do not confuse 
the earthly and the heavenly together. 

Again, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to
day, and for ever." Therefore when we learn what 
He says to anyone under certain circumstances, we 
1nay be sure that He will al ways speak the same 
,,ords to anyone thus circumstanced. Thus the 
Bible becomes a living voice to us, and through it 
we may hear the very words of Christ, and know 
that they are His message to us. 

Still we must be careful, and not trust implicitly 
to impulse or feeling; for the devil can wrest and 
pervert Script,ue, and use it to mislead us. The 

context must in some measure correspond to our 
circumstances, or state of soul, before we can be sure 

that that special passage is the Lord's guidance or 
1ncssage for us. But when the context seems to 
fit, we n1ny use it us n light to our path, and as 
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strength to our hearts. See Heb. xiii. 5, ,vhcrc a 
promise to J oshun. is applied to us. 

So also with the types. They are shadows of 
heavenly realities, nnd the more carefully ,ve ex
amine the types the more distinctly will the spiritual 
tn1th shine out. 

We should beware of mingling shadow and sub
stance together. lYiost of the errors of the Church 
of Rome, and of other spurious Churches spring 
from this. The old covenant, with its types and 
shadows, has waxed old and vanished a,vay, and 
our Lord Jesus has become the " :iiediator of a 
better covenant," even a heavenly. (Heb. viii. 6.) 

In the types, our blessed God seems to tnkethe 
.finished work of Christ to pieces, and show it us bit 
by bit, so that our hearts and mind may be able to 
grasp and enjoy it. He also takes us up into the 
heavenly places, and in symbol shows us the present 
work of Christ for us in heaven, our present portion 
in Him, and ho,v He would have us occupied even 
now in His presence. 

Thus the Old Testament with its histo1�ie$ is a 
beautiful mirror, where we may acquaint ourselves 
with our God Himself, and learn how He acts nnd 
speaks. Its earthly promises are a shadow of the 
heavenly blessings laid up for us in Christ; and its 
types and ceremonie&. are a representation of the 
work of Christ for us o.s Saviour, Sacrifice, nnd 
Priest, and also of ou1· present priestly office in the 
holy presence of our Goel 
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TIIE STONES A1VD VESSELS OF THE 

TE"lf PLE. 

'' Prepare thy work without, n.nd mnko it fit for thyself in the 
field; nnd n.ftcrwnrds build thine honso. ''-Priov. xxiv. 27. 

rr,HIS wns just whnt Splomon did when he was 
_l_ building the temple of the Lord. "The house
was built of stone mnde ready before it wns brought
thither : so that thero was neither hammer nor axo
nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it
was in building." (1 Kings vi. 7.) This is a
beautiful type of the Lord's preparation for the
lhing temple which He is building for Himself.

First, the stones must be got out of Nature's 
quarry. This may be done quickly by blasting, or 
slowly by hewing. The blasted stones mnst be 
squared aftenvards. So those who do not learn to 
loathe sin beforo conversion, mu.st bo taught to do 
so afterwards. 

All tho stones of tho ton1plo wore hewn stones 
So every child of God must bnvo sin judged nnd 
put nwa.y. We most bo out squnre. This mny bo 
done in tivo ways, oi thor by tho shnrp sword of tho 
,vord of God (llob. iv. 12), or little by little 
through tho circumstances around us. 

U wo a.ro wise, ,ve uso tho sword of tho Spirit 
against ourselves, nnu judgo nnu 11ut nwny our t-ins 
in l110 prosenco of tho Lord If wo "�ill not tlo 
lhis, tho Lord mnkcM tho ciroumstnuc(•� urotnul tu 
liko pumiccst.onu, which grouuilly ruu � Jowu, 

.u 



58 1 CURO�. \'I, 28, 

nntl this is n 111uch 1noro pa..iuful wny. You wonkl 
far m.th�r hnvo nu oxcrosconco cut off quickly, 
although the pain ,voulu ho sharper, thnn hn.vo it 
rubbed down every dny, au<l kepL sore for months. 

But pcrbo ps you sny, ",v o shall have tho trials 
any ,vny." Just so ; but if we cut off our sins 
with the shnrp sword of God's word, the trials will 
be used as the chisel to carve and beautify, and make 
us like Christ, and thus we shall not only be ·hewn 

stones, but ca1'ved and polished stones, and able to 
show forth the praises of Christ to all eternity. 
How much better to be thus beautified! Oh that 
we were ,vise, an<l understood our latter end ! 

All the vessels of the temple were cast in the 
clay-ground between Succoth and Zarthan. (1 Kings 
vii. 40-51; 2 Chron. iv.) .And thus all the vessels
of glory and beauty, which Christ is preparing for
Himself, are being cast in this world, and the cir
cumstances aroUlld us are the clay-ground in which
we are moulded.

I CHRON. VI. 28. 

T
HESE troubles literally came upon Israel as tl1e

fruit o.f their sins ; nnd wo have to ,vatch 
against their spiritual counterparts. 

Dea1·tlt.-Famine from want of ,vater. If we 
neglect the fountain of living wo.ters, tho Lord often 
allows the outside help to bo withurawn, and wo 
become dried up and withered. 

Pf:dlilence represents some flagrant nnu infectious 
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sin, like party spirit, or worldliness, which spreads 
from one to another, and quickly destroys the 
spiritual health and strength. 

Blasting.-.A storm from without, which cuts off 
the pron1ising shoots and destroys the fruit. If we 
are hid in tho secret of the' Lord's presence, no 
storm can harm us. 

1llildew.-Cold damp, which destroys the fruit. 
Tria� will often cause mildew, unless we dwell in 
the sunshine of the Lord�s smile. 

Locusts.-Insects w bich settle on the ground, a.nd 
eat up every green thing. When locusts are seen 
approaching, great efforts are made to drive then1 
away before they settle; and we need to watch 
against wrong feelings, and get rid of them before 
they settle down upon our hearts. 

Caterpillars. -Small insects, which grow and 
increase very rapidly. Small sins, if we think they 
do not matter, will quickly increase, and eat up 
our leaves, and destroy our spiritual beauty. 

TRIAL. 

T
HERE nro five distinc� objects in trinl, but they
often run into one nnothcr. 

1st. Tho rod-for wilful sin. 
2nd. For training-to oxe1·ciso our souls nn<l bring 

forth fruit in ua. 
3rd. I'revenliue-liko Pnul'e thorn in lho flogh, 

to chock tho growth of ju<lgoJ. but iunnlo siu. 
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4th. For pmfecUng /ruit-Iiko the hot eon, to 
mnke tho fruit comely nnu excellent. 

6th. For glory and honour-to manifest tho 
benuty of s0010 ripe fruit, that tho Lord mo.y be able 
to delight Himself in it nnd feast upon it, as well 
ns give us n rich reward . 

.A.brubo.m's obedience and faith ,vere ripe when 
God commo.nded him to offer up Isaac. (Gen. xxii.) 
What a joy it must ho.ve been to God to feast upon 
it, and what exceeding and eternal great re,vard He 
gave him 1 Do you think Abrahain ever regretted 
the trial i No, indeed. It was sharp, very sharp at 
the time; but, oh, what a gainer he was in every way! 

Ripe fruit is also a great blessing to others. It 
sows itself in their hearts, and we thus become "a 
fountain of gardens." ( Cant. iv. 15.) How often 
some lovely fruit in another Christian has led us to 
self-judgment, and produced in us an earnest longing 
after the same fruit. Thus, if we ,vill walk ,vith 
God, everything ,vill turn to eternal gain both to 
ourselves and others, and also yield an abundant 
harvest of pleasant fruits to our precious Lord. 

One word more. .A trial which may have begun, 

ns the rod, for wilful sin, may still continue after 
confession and restoration of soul; but it will then 
be used of the Lord for training, prevention, per
fecting, and even for glory and honour. 

He would ho.ve us humble OUI'Solves beneath tho 
rod, and confess o.nd put a.way our sin; but I{o 
would have us take courage under o.ll other trials, 
nnd seek to get the f u.11 blessing out of them. 
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TRAINIJVG. 

T
HE word chastening in Hebrews xii. should be
translated child-training. It does not nccc.s

sariJy mean the rod, bnL o.s the ,votd implies, com
bines nll that is nccd.Iul for training-inst.ruction, 
reproof, corroction, TCSlraint, nnd discipline. 

Our 1◄,nthcr is training us for spccinl plncos in 
hoa.von. Our position 1/1<:rtJ, ,,;u doponu upon our 
progroaa here. Our filncF;.S for pine� of i-o.sponsi
bility 11nd glory il1crc, mUBL bo formed hc1'c. Our 
noru·ncA.s to lbo Lord Jcsua, nncl capability of minis
tering to llin1, will be t.hc re.suit oI closo !ollowship 
with llim here� 

l{o"' hnpo1·L'lnt this mnkes our presont life I And 
ho,v cnrnest nnd watchful we should be to work 
togethor ,Yith Him, nnd help forward, and not 
hinder II.is training! 

"Foolishness is bound up in the heart of n child'' 
(ProY. xxii. 15), nnd it scarcely does anything in 
the proper mnnner without being corrected. So it 
is with us spiritually. Many of God's children are 
nnturnlly proud, wilful, self-conceit-ed, impatient, 
discontented, sulky, &c.; and these evils have grown 
with their gro"ih, and this makes our }'ather's train
ing painful It is contrary to our nature. It goes 
ngainst the grain, nnd often we are so foolish, we 
resist or misunderstand His dealings, and thus, like 
naughty children, bring extra suffering upon ourselves. 
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IIo wnnts to mnko us like J osus, to train us in 
humility, meekness, patience, self-denial, obedience, 
submission, faith, &c. None of these lessons are 
ensy to learn ; they require a great deal of practice, 
oYon ns n child can only learn to write by writing 
copy nfter copy, and 1naking hundreds of ill-shapen

letters. ,v e therefore need to be put into circum
stances where these varied fn1ils of the Spirit ai·e 
called for, and these circumst�nces are often very 
trying. But our Father is very tender, and very 
patient and gentle, and He will never give us one 
needless pain. Still more, He is so gracious and so 
considerate, that whenever we try to do His will ,ve 
may look up in His face and kno,v that He is

pleased. He accepts and appreciates the effort, and 
makes much of every little progress. 

Our whole life is ordered for us by our Father, to 
help us to learn these lessons. .All the troubles, 
frets, worries, trials, aro part of His training. Every 
little thing that happens from morning to night is 
ordered for us by Him. Aches, pains, mistakes, 
unkind speeches, &c. - nll\ all are intended to 
exercise and help our souls. 

None of the fruits of the Spirit cn.n be perfected 
without trial, so let us thank the Lonl for the trials, 
take courage, and seek to get all tho good out of 
them. 

For instance, how can He tench us 111eckness 1

\Vo can only learn it by being surrounded by pcoplo 
whoso bad tempers try ue. If wo are seeking to 
1,Ieaso the Lord, this loads to oxorcise of hoart nnd 
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conscience, and litUe by little we become meek and 
lowly. Oh, thank the Lord for the lesson, and 
seek to learn it well! 

Patience again. ,v e are naturally impatient, and 
cannot learn patience when everything is pleasant 
around us. A good deal of pain ; or a cross, crying 
baby; may be the Lord's way to teach us patience. 

Forgive11R.ss. ,v e nre all more or less proud, 
haughty, and revengeful, nnd we cannot truly learn 
to forgive unless the Lord lets people treat us badly. 

If He is teaching us confidence in Himself, He 
,vill let things look very dark, and thus our faith 
will be exercised. If He ,vants to break our self

will, He will allow someone to cross us continually 
in liitlo things. If all be smooth around us, ,ve 
mo.y be very self-willed without knowing it. 

Thus He leads us about to humble and to prove, 
to show us what is in our heart, that He may do ns 
more real good in our latter end. 

,v e can always find out the object of His dealings 
with us by noticing what evil is stirred in us. If 
our pride is stirred,. He wants to make us humble; 
if anger, He wants to make us gracious ; if self-will, 
He wants to make us yielding; an<l so on. 

Oh, what courage this ought to give us I Our 
place in heaven will depend upon our progress here, 
and the more lessons we learn, the more capable wo 
shall be of special companionship with Christ. You 
would give a very superior education to the boy you 
intended to be a physician, to that which you would 
give to one you intended to be a shoemaker. So if 
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our lessons are very difficult, we should be specially 
thankiul, and take them as an earnest thnt the Lord 
ia preparing us for special honour hereafter . 

.Again, as soon ns one lesson is learnt, the Lord 
will, as it were, turn the page, and give us another. 
He will not keep us practising what we know, but 
,vill lead us on to higher lessons. We are like 
children at school, and every day we ought to look 
for our lessons to be n little more difficult. This is 
training-time; and by-and-by, when we stand before 
the judgment-scat of Christ, our progress will shine 
out, and He ,vill give us exceeding great and 
,vonderful rewards. Then let us. seek to ,vork 
together with, the Lord, and learn as fast ns we can. 

But you will say, "Does He not give the rod 1 '' 

Yes, when we a.re willul and rebellious; but neve1·

besides. Do you flog your child ·when it tries to do 
what you tell ii, but cannot do it woll 1 "No," you 
so.y, "I would not be such a tyrant." And yet our 
,vicked hearts have often thought that our Father 
would treat us thus. We have even thought Him 
more rough; and stern, and severe, than we are our
selves. Look at it, dear child of God; look at it 

fnirly, nnd never again malign your Father like 
that. No ; He only gives the rod for wilful &in, 

and even then He is very slow to use it. He speaks 
agnin and again first; reproves, rebukes, entreats; 
and when He sees nothing else will do, He gives 
the rod. 

If you are under the rod, do not try to sing 

under it. You would not like to hear your child 
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singing while you kept him in disgrnce; and if the 
Lord is scourging you, He wo.nts you to humble 
yourself, and confess your sin. 

It is o. terrible thing to go on in rebellion, to 
persist in doing a thing ,vhich you know is wrong. 
Turn to Lev. xxvi. 14-39. These threatenings 
may be fulfilled to you. You may pine away in 
your sins, and yet be saved. Now turn to Job 
xxxvi. 7-16, and mark the contrast. How much
better to obey and serve Him, and spend your days
in prosperity, and your years in pleasures.

If you have been indulging in any forbidden 
thing, do go down unde:r the Lord's hand, and 
confess your sin, and He will lift you up and 
restore blessing to you. (Ps. cvii. 9-22.) The very 
moment you humble yourself, and say, "Lord, I 
have sinned, and I am sorry," He will give you a 
full, free pardon, cause His face to shine upon you, 
and be ready to help and strengthen you. 

Again, much trouble comes upon us as the fruit 
of our own doings; and this stirs the Lord's pity. 
Suppose a child was told not to touoh a piece of 
machinery, and he ,vould do so, and got his fingers 
smashed, and the doctor hnd to cut one of his 
fingers off. Ho,v sorry his friends would be. He 
would hnve brought it o.11 upon himself; but would 
they not try to comfort hlrn 1 

So the Lord is sori·y f 01· us when wo get oursolvcs 
into trouble. (J-u<lgoM ii. 18; � 15, 1 G.) 1-Iis coin
passions are slin-cLL lio woulu hnvo us como to 
IIim for cun1fort. \Vo 1uay look up nuJ read llis 
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Jeep c01np!lssions, Ilis yearning lovo. (J or. ii. 17-19.) 
Y cs, ovon whilo smarting undor the po.inful results 
of our own sin, wo n1ny go nud ne.stlo in His bosom, 
and know thnt I-Io hns no reproachos for us-no 
complnints, or stinging words-but only the tenderest 
lovo nnd pity. We mny even look to Him so to 
bring us through the tria.l that ,ve may get richer 
blessing through it, than wo could have hnd in arty 
other way. Oh, how ,ve ought to thank our Father 
for His patient, perfect training ! 

How good and gracious it is of Him to take such 
pains with us! True, it is not joyous, but grievous; 
nevertheless, afterwards-that blessed afterwards
how rich and eternal the gain will be. "\Vhy did 
He not take us home n.s soon as we were saved 1 

Because He wants to fit us for a higher place in 
l1eaven, to give us some prizes, special honour and 
glory for ever. 

Now what will you do, dear child of God 1 Will 
you ""ork with Him, or against Him 1 Will you 
set Christ before you as your exo.mple, gro,v like 
}Iim, learn your lessons, o.nd gain His words of 
o.pprovo.l nou,, and rich rewards hereafter 1 or will 
you go your own ·way, do your own will, frot 
against His training, grumble o.t your lessons, nnd 
sow misery nnd sorrow for yourself hero, and eternol 
loss hereafter 1 

Oh, ma.y the Lord givo you a wise o.nd undor
standing heart, that will henrken to His counsel, 
nnd seek to grow up into Clu·ist in nil things 1 
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AGONY. 

A
GONY of soul is either the fruit of 1.1,nlJelief,
self-icill, or rebellion. Our God is the happy 

God, and He desires to make us happy; and if "?e 
"?ould truly yield ourselves to Him, we should go out 
with joy, and be led forth with peace. (Tsc'l .. Iv. 12.) 

Unbelief will produce great agony. We know 
something of the Lord's power, and if we distrust 
llim, and fear that He may use tbnt power against 
us instead of for us, it must fill us with dread. But 
if we understand and believe His love and tender 
m�rcy, and know that all His power is for us, we 
shall be able to say at all times, "I will fear no evil : 
for thou art with me." (Ps. xxiii. 4.) 

Agony of soul is also often. caused by a conflict 
between selj-1.cill and conscience. Conscience says, 
"It is wrong; you must not do it." Self-will says, 
"I like it, and want to do it." But if we believed 
tbo.t all the Lord's precepts are for our present and 
eternal good (Dent. xii. 24, 25), and looked to the 
Lord to help us to resist our sins, the conflict ,vould 
be rather pleasant tho.n agonizing, because it would 
be so continually crowned with success. 

Again, agony in prayer is of ten caused by 'rebellion. 
We are intent upon getting our own way, and make 
tremendous efforts to get the Lord to yield His will 
to ours, and fret nnd fume if He does not do so� 
Dut He knows fnr better than wo do who.t is best 
for us, and He loves us so tenderly that· Ile will 
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novo.r withhold n. ronl goou fron1 us, and thcref oro 
""e ought to be able to toll out our dosiros to Him, 
nnd quietly leave them with Him to do what Ho 
thinks right. 

Thus we may have continual joy and peace in be
lieving (Ro1n. xv. 13), not only as regards our eternal 
salvation, but also about everything that concerns us. 

THE PROMISES OF GOD. 

'7ERY many of the promises of God are con
y ditional Many do not see this, and there£ ore

get their faith terribly shaken. They read the Bible 
carelessly. They pick out the promises, and build 
their faith upon them, without considering the con
text. The result often is, the promise is not f uliilled, 
and Satan whispers that God does not keep His 
word, and distrust and fear are sown in the heart. 

Take, for instance, " The Lord shall guide thee 
continually" (Isa. lviii. 11 ), and look at the conditions 
mentioned in verses 9, 10. We can only be sure of 
continual, guidance, when we are thus wo.lking before 
the Lord. 

.Again, I Thess. v. 23, 24 is dependent upon 
obedience to the preceding precepts. We need to 
inclino our car and hearken diligently .to the written 
Word (Prov. ii. 1-9), and notice the conditions of 
tho promise.'.4, o.nd then we shall always prove that 
our Go<l iR truo to Ilis woru, yea, bettor tho.n lJis 
word, ancl Sa.tan will not be nblo to sLu.ko our fniLh. 
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"SET YOUR AFFECTION ON THINGS 

ABOVE." 

T
HERE are many deep, intense cravings in all
our hearts-cravings which have been formeu 

by God Himself, and nothing short of the fulness 

of Christ can really satisfy them. 

These cravings have been corrupted nnd defiled 

by sin ; but instead of crushing them, we should 
seek to transplant them from earth to heaven. If 
w·e 'root them in earthly things, they become o,

fruitful source of misery and discontent. If we 
seek to cntsh them, ,ve become dried up and 

,vithered; but if we t1·ansplant them, they become 
o. mighty po,ver of fruitfulness, and a constant
source of joy.

We are ah·eady saved; our sins are all forgiven; 
we know that we can never perish ; but we are not 
content with this ; ,,,.e want to have, to be, and to do. 

These cravings are like the horse-leech, and con
tinuully cry, " Give, give." They need a rich, 
exhn.ustless soil to feed upon. But oh, the fulness 
that flows from Christ, how rich it is ! He has 
made provision for them all. He does not wish us 
to be nonentities, but desires to make s01nething of 
us ; to make us really rich, capable of doing great 
things, and intrinsically good and beautiful. 

Let us look at a few of these cravings. 
1st. Desfre to be loved. Ponder the <leep, fond, 

intense love of Ch1·ist. He loves vou even as tho 
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}'ulh('r loves 1fim. (John xv. 0.) lfo has eet Jfi.11 
h1..·.al'l upon you, nnJ chosen you for flinuw1f; n1ul 
]lo longi:J lo t<CO you root your n{foctions in Hirn, 
nn,l Jrink of tho sWC'et, satisfying drnught1:1 of lovl', 
which aro ova1· welling up frQm Jfirn. 

If you seek your portion in earthly love, you ,\;u
bo ooutinually <lisnppoinlc<l; but if you seek it iu 
Christ, you will bo satisfied in<lec<l. \\r o ncod to 
root our love in Christ; nnd then instead of starving 
or crushing it, wo mny revel in Ilis fulncss, nnd 
shoot out long, twining branches to em brace and 
comfort othol"s. .A.h ! there is no earthly love 
compared to llis. It is so gentle, so tender; so 
consiJerate, so fond ; so personal, so faithful ; so 
exactly suited to us in every way. 

2nd. Desire for co1npanionsltip-companionship 
with Christ l Ah I who can tell its sweetness, its 
rich, its full enjoyment. .And we may have it nolo .

.t\.h, yes ; by faith we may walk with Ilim ; but wo 
can only ho.ve llis company when we are truly 
subject to His will. Wo must choose. ,vm we 
part company with Christ to go after forbidden 
things, or to seek forbidden companionship 1 or will 
wo count all things but dross compared to fellow
ship with llim 1 

3rd. Desire fl) be yreat. Will you seek to be 
great in this poor, unsntisf yh1g world 1 to get n 
name for yourself here, and then be compnrntively 
small for ever 1 It is foolish to ,vo..ste your time, 
strength, t»lo11ts1 energy, for that which must pass 
nwny nnu come to rinught; to labour in tho firc3 for 
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,ery Yanity. Oh, set your affection on things 
above, and seek for eten10.l greatness I How, 
Lord, how 1 By obeying and serving Ilim; for
when He comes in His glory, He will reward every
one according to His works. (nia.tt. xvi 27.) 

4th. Df¼1.
0

re for praise or approbation. It is a 
paltry and despicable thing, when the praise of man 
is the ruling motive of the life. But if we seek 
the honour that cometh from God only, it becomes 
a mighty lever, to raise us above the worthless 
praise of man. 

Oh, live to please the Lord! Seek His approving 
smile I So act, and speak, and think, that He may 
say, "Well done;,, not only crown you by-and-by,
but even now " confess your name '' with joy. 
(�Iatt. x. 32, 33.) And if the Lord praise you, it 
will never cease. No, it will go on and on, and 
increase and increase, until the whole universe will 
echo His "Well done." Then let the longing 
grow; but fix its roots in Ghrist Himself, and feed 
it with nothing short of His approving smile. 

5th. Desire to be admired. We can utterly 
despise this world's admiration, and count it paltry 
indeed, if we realize that it costs us the loss of the 
admiration of Christ and of the angels, and may 
result in a loss of eternal beauty. "'Vhut !" you say. 
"Is it possible that Christ will admiro us 1 1

' Yes; 
listen : " Behold, thou art fair, my lovo," &c. 
"Thou art beautiful, my love, as TirLah," &c .. 
"How bc:nutiful aro U1y feet with shoes," &c. Do 
read Cant. iY. 1-7; vL 4-9; vii. 1-!>, anu oonuor 
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ovor thoso ,vondcrful, precious ,vords. TJ1oy o.re 
tho words of Christ Himself, nnd express His 
ndJnimtion of, and delight in Olll' obedience and 
love; and to nil eternity, the fruit which ,vo bring 
forth hero will be our beauteous crown above. 

6th. Des1:re to be appreciated. Christ will make 
much of, and treasure up, every little thing you do 
for Him. Every thought of love, every desjre after 
Him, every emotion of your heart towards Him, 
are all appreciated by Him-fed upon, remembered. 
A great deal of love and care for others falls 
to the ground. It is neither known nor valued; it 
is wasted. But everything we do for Christ, will 
endure for ever. 

7th. Desire to he 1·ich. Who would throw away 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, for the trumpery 
gold of this present evil world i Yes, we may be 
rich indeed; rich even now; handling, enjoying, and 
distributing the riches of Christ ; rich in love, faith, 
joy, meekness, patience, every beauteous grace; rich 
in the knowledge of His love and grace and truth; 
and able to enrich, and meet the need of others. 
There is enough and to spare, an inexhaustible store, 
which we may use to our heart's content; but we 
have no power to use it, if we set our affection on 
things below. 

8th. Desire after pleasure. "In His presence is 
f ulness of joy." (Ps. xvi. 11.) " There is n river, 
the streams whereof mako glnd the city of our 
God." (Ps. xlvi. 4.) "They shnll be abundantly 
satisfied with the fatness of thy house.'' "Thou 
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shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures." 
(Ps. XX.."{Vi. 8.) 

Pleasures! Oh, there are no pleasures like those 
He gives ! but we can only have them, by turning 
away from forbidden pleasures, and pres�ing up into 
His presence, and sitting down and feasting there 
with Him. 

And thus we might go on from thing to thing, 
and prove that He is able and willing to gratify 
ever.y longing of our hearts ; not to crush, but to
satisfy. Truly the Lord is our· portion, our present 
portion, and a goodly portion He is; not only our 
future inheritance, but the portion of our cup, ready 
each day to fill it to the brim, and never weary of 
replenishing it again. 

Desires for power, honour, glory, usefulness, ease, 
influence, know ledge, &c., may all be transplanted 
from earth to heaven. The varied promises of our 
God provide a :rich and suited soil, where .one and 
all of them may grow and flourish, ancl bring forth 

fruit to all eternity. 
When you transplant anything you take it up 

very carefully, and try not to injure any of its roots. 
You also dig a hole sufficiently large to set it in 
without cramping its roots, and then carefully fix it 
in, and fill up the hole. This is just what you need 
to do with the cravings of your heart. Do not 
·weaken your longings ; do not crush or cut them
back, but try and find out what Christ has pro
vided to n1cet them. Search His ,vorc.l diligently,
examine His promises, and when you find the suited

F 
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soil for any spcci11l craving, transplant it carefully 
n.nd thoroughly, and let it root itself o.nd grow.

But, doar child of God, there is something higher,
higber-n deeper longing of our hearts than any of 
these things, a stronger motive power, a richer source 
of joy. Let all these desires be gratified, and we 
should still cry, "More, more l" "\Yo need to lo1:e

as well as to be loved. It is more "blessed to give 
than to receive." (Acts xx. 35.) 

"\Vho does not know the joy of loving another 
better than one's self, so that that person's comfort, 
grn.tification, and glory, are dearer to us than our 
own 1 And who has not proved that in such a case 
it is a vleasure, rather than a struggle, to give up our 
own will to please the loved one 1 

Oh, let us cultivate a deep true clinging love to 
Christ-a love which seeketh not its own, but 
gladly s.1crificcs itself for Him; n love tbnt finds its 
joy in ministering to Him, nnd would rnthor glorify 
and glndden Him, than exalt or please itself! This, 
this will satisfy indeed. 

Ile is so truly beautiful in nll His ways, so 
nllogether lovely, tlmt we cannot kcop company 
,vith Him ·without groioing in love ; ond ns ,ve grow 
in love, self will be swnllowod up in Christ'; nncl 
then while joying in Hi.a fulness, "ro should not bo 
occupied with wbnt IIe gives, but intent upon 
ministering to Him. ThUB our cup of joy would bo 
full indeeJ. ,vo shnll prove that we hove n goodly 
horitogo, nnd declare with joy that tho lines hnvo 
fallen to us in plonsant plooos. (Pa. :\."TL G.) 
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"THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR 

LIPS." 

T
HIS is true of Christ�ans � we� � of th� �
converted. The poison 1s w1thm us; 1t is

nntural to us; but let us be careful that it does not 
come out and poison others. Not only bitterness, 
evil speaking, and such like; but flattery, idle words 
-indeed, everything that springs out of our own
hearts, and is not corrected by the word of God, is
the poison of asps. It feeds the flesh in others, nnd
tends to foster worldliness, unbelief, or sin of some
kil)d, and thus strengthens the old man and weakens
the new, and increases the difficulty of growing up
into Christ in all things.

Elisha healed the ba1Ten waters by casting salt 
into them (2 Kings ii. 19-22); and the salt of. God's 
truth will correct the poison of our hearts. He also 
neutralized the poison in the pottage by casting 
meal into it (2 Kings iv. 38-41); and the pure 
bread of life received into our thoughts and feelings, 
will enable us to feed and strengthen others. If 
we get this truth engraven on our hearl;s, it will 
greatly help us in guarding our speech, and it will 
become very nntural for us to pray- " Set a watch, 
0 Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door of my 
lips, that I offend not with my tongue." (Ps. cxli. 3.) 

li we will cleave to Jesus, and receive the words 
from His Ii ps, our hearts will become so permeated 
with His bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, and longsuffering (Col iii. 12), 
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thnt honey nnd milk will ho undor our tongue, nnd 
our lips will drop as tho honoycomb (Ca.nt. iv.· 11), 
and He ,vill delight and feed upon it (Cant. v. I), 
instead of being grieved with our words. 

PSALM X.X:. 3. 

"The Lord accept" (" turn to nshcs, '' margin) "thy burnt 
sncrifico." 

T
HE man who offered a burnt-offering had
nothing left him but ashes. If it were a 

bullock, it would cost him something. Before it 
was offered he could either sell it or eat it ; but 
after it was burnt there was nothing to look at, and 
nothing to show. If he had faith, he believed the 
offering had gone up to heaven, and been accepted 

there; but there was nothing left but the ashes, 
and all see,ned wasted. He could say, I gave it to 
the Lord, and have the consciousness of having 
given joy to the Lord-but ·what display could he 
make to his fiienda 1 

We are not always prepared to hnve our burnt
offerings accepted in this way. Thero may be real 
and lnsting blessing, and yet apparent turning to 
ashes. It is very puzzling. Our sacrifice seems to 
have come to nothing, but the surrender was real, 
and the Lord ho.s taken us at our ,vor<l. The devil 
says, "The Lord has rejected it." Unbelief says, 
"It is 1111 a mistake." Ilut it is trensuro lo.id up in 
heaven. We did it to the Lord, and He hos 
nccopted and vnluod it ; and in the da.y of Christ 
tho recomponce will bo full, otornol, o.nd real. 
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THE VJRTUOUS WOJJIAN. 

Pnov. xxn. 10-Sl. 

T
HESE verses describe a pattern Israelitish wife,
and a.re an earthly picture of a. devoted self

sacrificing child of God, who has a true heart for 
Christ, and seeks to walk worthy of Him. It is 
very precious to Him, when He can find such an 
one; therefore what a stimulus it should be to us. 

It does not represent the Church collectively, but 
individuals in it. The Chlll'Ch collectively has 
failed, and is a shame and disgrace to the Lord; but 
irulividually, we may be a name and a praise to Him. 
( J er. xiii 11.) Tl1us it is a picture of a soul that 
follows hard after Christ; not satisfied ,vith salvation, 
but longing to know the fulness of its portion, and 
seeking to respond to the love wherewith it is loved. 

Verse 10 : " TVho can find a virtuous woman 1" 
It is indeed rare to find one, but why should we not 
be amongst them 1 Thoroughly true to Christ ; no 
neglecting Him for others ; no pleasing others r«1.ther 
than Him. 

"Ber price i,s fa1· above rubies "-of real value to 
Him. 

Verse 11 : "'I'/1e hea11 of her husband doth safely 
trust in lzer." Think of the joy of hearing the 
Lord Jesus say of you, " I can trust her ; I have 
won her heart, and she ,vill not turn aside from nie 
for earthly love, or gain, or pleasure. Whatever 
anyone else docs, slw will stand true to mo, and be 
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nlwnys rondy to bo led by me. Whntcver I givo 
her to do, I cnn trust her to do. She will not give 
me trouble, nor sow discord or strife, nor break 
down the carved work in my church." He does 
rejoice when He cnn truthfully speak like this. 

" So that He shall ltave no need of spoil." He 
will get real riches from such an one-deep, adoring, 
grateful love, and a thoi:ough surrender of heart and 
will, which will find its joy in sacrificing all for 
Him. This will indeed gladden His heart ; He will 
need no other spoil. . He will see of the travail of 
His soul, and be satisfied. (Isa. lili. 11.) 

Verse 12 : " She will do him good, and not eutl."

Instead of being a burden, she will be a joy to 
Him. Instead of grieving Him, she will minister 
comfort to Him. She is able to enter into His 
thoughts, and be His companion; one from whom 
He receives soniething, in return for His great love. 

"All the days of her life." Not one day only, 
but every day. l\Iny we thus le-.irn to regard His 
wishes, fall in with His plans, and seek His glory; 
and may we never be so base and ungrateful, as to 
think that half-hearted, fitful obedience or service, 
is good enough for Christ. 

Verse 13 : "She seelccth wool and flax." ��ks it; 
it is not brought to her. Wool for comfort, to mnko 
wo.rm garments; flax for beauty, "fine linen, which 
is tho rightcousn�es of saints." (Rev. xix. 8.) 

Wool-the love and graco of Christ. We should. 
go through tho Bible, and soarch out o.ll the precious 
promises, loving words, nnd encouragements, nnd 
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wenvo them into o. gnrment to fit ourselves-a 

garment that will fit our temperaments, our circum
stances and trials. Nothing short of such a garment 
can keep our souls warm in the cold biting atmos
phere of this ,vorld. 

Flax-the beautiful precepts of Christ-woven 
into our lives, covering us with a garment, seen in 
all we do or say ; the fruits of righteousness so 
beautifying us, that others may see and admire 
the�. Some Christians only seek the wool, and are 
satisfied with being warm and comfortable, and do 
not seek to be a glory to the Lord. Others only seek 
th� flax, and keep shivering with cold, although out
wardly consistent, for our own obedience cannot keep 
us warm. Let us be careful to seek both wool and flax .. 

'' .And worketh willingly with her hands." There 
is no constraint, no saying, "I must do it, but it is 
very wearisome." No ; she responds to the love of 
Christ, and wants to be a praise and a glory to Him. 

Verse 14: '' She is like the merchants' ships; she 
bringeth her food from afar." She is not satisfied 
,vith having food brought to her; receiving it, as it 
,vere, second hand; but presses up into the Lord's 
presence, and sits down and feasts with Him there. 
There are many difficulties in the way; sins to be 
put down, weights to be laid aside, enemies to sta.y 
her progress. But she is in earnest; she does not 
say, "It is too much trouble; I must do ,rithout ;" 
but presses up, and proves for herself the rich, the 
satisfying provision of her Fa.thei-'s house. 

Still more, like Ruth (Ruth iii. 16-17), she 
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conl<'S nwny lndon ,,rith good things; el10 hns nn 
abundnnt supply for others. Ah I this is the secret 
of being able to feeu. others. Let us habitually 
feed in the secret of God's presence ourselves, and 
He will send us nway laden with blessings for 
others. (2 Snm. vi. 19.) He has spread a table for 
us, a feast of fat things indeed, and He loves to 
see us seated there, feasting to our heart's content. 
The Lord preserve us from remaining spiritual 
infants, dependent upon others for food, and need
ing continually to be fed with the spoon. 

Verse 15 : " She riseth also while it is yet night." 

She is intensely earnest about it. There is no self
indulgence, but thorough self-sacrifice. She earnestly 
longs to enrich the Lord, and to help Him in the 
tedious work which He is accomplishing. 

Verse 15 : " She giveth 1neat to her household, 

and a p01-tion to her maidens." This is her first 
care, to minister spiritual food to tho.so whom the 
Lord hns committed to her. It need not necessarily 
be in your o,vn household, but those in the family 
of God who have the fi1'st claiin upon you; those 
for whom the Lord has made you responsible, or 
who look to you for guidance. It may be o. class, 
or others ready to listen to you, ·and glad to receive 
what you have to give. 

Verse 16 : "She considereth a field, and buyell1, 

it." She is not satisfied ·with the service close o.t 
hand, or with doing what others put into her 
hands; but she looks a.round, and says, "Cannot I 
do anything more for Him 1 '' She co11side1·s i thw-o 
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is careful thought; she nsks, "Is there no vineyard 
I can plant for Him 1" She perceives an unoccupied 
field ; she buys it. It costs her something-the 
love or praise of friends perhaps, or something she 
enjoys or values; some earthly hopes, or ease, or 
comfort-but she gives it up for Christ, and thinks 
not of the cost. 

Dear child of God, you will never do much for 
Christ, unless you are prepared to buy. The Lord 
constantly puts us to the test, " How much are you 
ready to give up to serve or please Me 1" 

" I gave my life for thee ; 
What hast thou given for l\Ie t" 

He emptied Himself of all for us ; and now He 
has given you energy, power, talents, influence, 
time, &c. What will you do with it 1 Will you 
waste it, crush it, or use it 1 l\fay He enable you to 
be a good and faithful steward. 

Verse 17: "She girdetlt lte1· loins with st1·ength, 

anrl strengtheneth her arms." It requires much 
labour to turn n field into a vineyard ; and the 
vineyard needs tending us well as planting. There 
is much to discourage ; but on she goes, and she 
continually gets fresh strength. Sho is ever on the 
wntcb, to win moro souls for Christ, or to help those 
already ,von. It is not all oo.sy work. Sho is oflen 
worn and tired; but sho will not givo up. lie secs 
nn<l vnluos it n11 Ile delights in iL, and will not 
savo her tho lnbour, bocuuso llo longs to givo hor 
tho cro,v11. 



82 TITrn VIRTUOUS WO�f t\N, 

V crso 18 : "Sito pe1·ceivellt tltat lte1· mcrcltarvlis� 
i's good.'' Sho proves thnt she hos something worth 

having. The merchandise of wis<lom is more precious 
thnn rubies. (Prov. iii. 14.-, 15.) The law of God's 
mouth is better to her than thousands of gold and 
silver. (Ps. cxix. 72.) She proves the value of 
obedience; its p1'esent and ele'rnal gain, and con
stantly urges others to buy. 

Salvation is the free gift of God, but we must 
buy the precepts. We cannot carry them out unless 
we pay for them ; but they are worth it all. " In 
keeping them there is great reward " (Ps. xix. 11 )
the present reaping; and who can measure the eternal 
recompence 1 I believe that in the day of Christ 
we shall prove that each command of God, which 

we have received and carried out, will have enriched 
us to all eternity far more than thousands of pounds. 

"Her candle goeth not out by night." She does 
not sny, "I am not going to work any more; why 
should I bear all the burden 1" but sho keeps the 
light shining, and continually says to others, "You 
had better obey the Lord. !' 

Verse 19 : " She layeth her hands to tlze spindle, 
and her hands hold the distaff:" Sho minds not 
high things, but puts her hands to anything that 
has to be done, each in its turn. She has o. meek 
and lowly spirit. Sho does not sit ns o. queen to be 
ministered to, nor any-" This is sorvnnts' work; it 
is not fit for me; I hnve done such g1·cat things, I
cannot bo expected to do this "-but is rondy to help 
in any way thnt she cnn. Ench fruit of tho Spirit 
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is brought forth in its season; humility in this 
verse, and mercy in the next. 

,r erse 20 : " She st-retcheth out her hand to the 

poor· ; yea, she reacheth jorth her hands lo the 

needy." Poverty ,vas the result of disobedience 
among the Israelites (Lev. xxvi. 1-20; Deut. x.nriii. 
1-19), and many no,v are spiritually poor because
they do not walk with Christ-poor in love, joy,
faith, &c., and needing ,veil-nigh everything. This
pattern woman does not lift herself up because of
her own riches, but stretches out her hand to the
poor, and both her hands to the needy. Her com
passions fl.o,v out to them. There is no selfishness,
no harshness; she does not upbraid them, but is
ready to help them in any way she can.

Do we deal thus with those who are spiritually 
poor 1 Are we not sometimes tempted to despise 
and complain of them, instead of stretching out our 
hands to help 1 Do our compassions flow out to. 
proud, rebellious, wilful children of God 1 ..A.re ,ve 
not inclined to be ho.rd upon such 1 And yet they 
are poor indeed; the enemy has robbed them of all 
their pleasant things, and left them half dead. Oh 
for the bowels of mercies, which would make us use 
all we have for the blessing of others ! 

Verse 21 : "Size is not afraid of the snow /or her 

household : for all her household are clothe cl with, 
double garrnenitJ." (Margin.) "Her household,,_ 
those she has been feeding and caring for. "Doublo 
garments "-garments of ,vool o.nd flax. They can 
stnnd the cold. She is not afraid of difficulties nnd 
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dangers for them ; they aro ,veil prepnred, and will 
come out of them ,vith honour. 

"'{ erse 22 : "She 1naketl1, herself coverings of

tape.:;lry; lter clothing is silk and purple." She 
seeks that her garments should sho,v forth the riches 
and glory of her husband, and we should seek that 
n.11 our ways should be a name and a praise to Christ. 
She makes these garments herself. They do not 
typify the robe of righteousness (Isa. lxi 10), but 
the beautiful fruits of the S_pirit. 

"Tapestry "-worked in stitch by stitch, re
quiring much patient labour. Probably embroidered 
with gold, and blue, and purple, and scarlet-colours 
which represent the perfections of Christ, because 
,ve are called to show forth His praises. 

Gold-the divine glory wrought in stitch by 
stitch into our lives. We receive all the thread 
from Christ; but much labour is required to work 
it into our habits, thougl1ts, and feelings. 

Blue-the soft, heavenly, soothing colour; the 
gentle graciousness of Christ pervading eve1·ything 
we do. 

Scarlet-readiness to beat suffering and humilia
tion for Christ, counting it all joy, and refusing to 
turn aside from Him to escape it. 

Purple-the deep consciousness of our heavenly 
nn<l royal dignity, so filling om· souls that ,ve de
spise the glory of this ,..,-orJd, and count its greatest 
honoure as worthless indeed. 

The gold, bluo, purple, scn1·let, n.ro all tho gift of 
ChrL-st; und the Iloly Ghost delights to holp us in 



TlIE VIRTUOUS WOMAN. 85 

this embroidery work. These colours should be 
beautifully blended, and worked out into every 
good word and work ; and thus our Lord Jesus 
,vould be verily glorified in us. Sometimes one 
colour so predominates, that it spoils our testimony ; 
but if we compare ourselves with Christ, we shall 
discover ,vhat colour or stitches are lacking. It 
may be a little more self-denial or self-sacrifice is 
needed, or steadfastness of purpose, courage, faith
fulness, meekness, patience, faith, or gentleness, &c. 
One part of our garments may be well filled in, and 
another part perhaps scarcely begun ; but we should 
so seek to imitate our precious Lord, that every colour 
may be filled in in its proper place, and our whole 
lives become a mass of tapestry. 

It will require much patient toil ; but these 
garments are for eternity, and are well worth the 
labour. "She shall be brought unto the king in 
raiment of needlework" (Ps. xlv. 14); and to all 
eternity we shall stand arrayed, not only in the 
given robe, "the wrought gold" (Ps. xlv. 13), but 
also in the raiment of needlework, which has been 
wrought out in our lives upon eo.rth. (Rev. xix. 8, 
1ighteous acts, RV.) 

No two Christians will have garments alike. 
Each one will ,vear his own workmnnship. We 
cannot make them for one another ; but we can 
greatly help and encourage each other in the ,vork. 
And, ob, ,vhat joy it is to kno,v, that our Lord 
Jesus wo.tches tho process with intenso delight, and 
is alwnys rcndy to help in every way I 
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,, o�o 23 : " lier lutdbarul ls knozon in the uates. '' 
'l."hl'ro i::1 no misl.nke ns to ,v horn aho belongs. Ilo
is kno"tn ns hor husband. Door chiltl of God, is it 
thus ·with you, 1 You belong to Christ; He 1·s your· 
llusbnnd. Does everybody know it 1 Oh, seek so 
to ""ork out the coverings of tapestry, that you may 
be unn1istnknbly marked ns belonging to Christ I 

,r erse 2-! : " She 1nalceth fine linen, and selleth 
it." She begs o.nd entreats others to buy. She 
seoks to sho,v them the beauty of holiness, and the 
joy of fellowship with Ohrist. She tells them what 
it will cost ; that they can not have it without 
parting with carelessness, or worldliness, or vanity, 
or pride, or any indulged sin. She, as it were, holds 
up the fine linen before them, and descants on its 
merits-its eternal value and beauty, its present com
fort and strength, and its future glory and praise. 

"She deliveretli girdles to the 1ne1·cltant "-gi1·dles; 
special truths with ,v hich she has girded her own 
loins, and proved their strength and comfort. 
(1 Peter i 13.) She does not rest ,vith enjoying 
them herself, but persuades others to buy them 
also. We all ha.ve our weak poinw, nnd we specially 
need to search out tho truth of God upon those 
points, and weave it, o.s it were, into a girdle, and 
bind it firmly around our hearts; and then wo shn.11 
ho proparod to " ,vithstnnd in the evil dlly, nnd 
having done all, to stand." (Eph. vi 13, 14.) 

Verso 25 : "Strength and honour are lwr clolld119."
Sl10 ia aeon in it na n preHont clothing. The word of 
God aboulcl bo ao �irt nround u.a Lbnt wo muy lmvo 
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tbo consciousness of strength; Jenning upon Chiut, 
listoning to His voice, obeying His word, nnd thcro
fore strong in tho Lord. 

"llonour." "Them thnt honour mo I will honour." 
Conscious of the Lord's smile, and thereforo able to 
go on with n firm, steady step, through evil repOTt or 
good report, kno,ving thnt He will uphold and bless. 

"She shall rejoice in ti1ne to come.'' Yes, the 
re,vard is eternal. If we are doing what i3 right in 
tbe Lord's eyes, we need not def end ourselves. We 
c.an afford to go on quietly and immovably, knowing 
that in the day of Christ, He will own and praise 
it, and every one will have to echo His verdict. 
Thus even should it cause suffering or sorrow here, 
we shall rejoice in time to come. 

Verse 26 : "She openellt her m.outh toith tcisdom,

and {lit lter tongue i,s tlUJ law of kindness." What a 
lovely picture! She bows down her ear, and receives 
wisdom from the Lord (Prov. xxii. 17-21); she 
drinks in His deep compasffiona (Col. iii 12), nnd 
therefore sweet and pleasant words flow from her 
lips. (Prov. xii 18; xvi. 21-24.) There fa no 
anger, no roughness, no crushing or putting others 
to sba1ne, no hnrsh complnining. If she finds fnult 
it is dono gently, and with the uesiro to holp. She 
looks upon this world as n spiritunl hospital, filled 
·with the sick nnd neody, ond hor one thought is,
"Ilow can I l1clp or curo thon11'' Thus honey nnd
milk (Cnnt. iv. 11) flow nnhu1\Jly from her lips.

,, orse 2i : "She lool,·eth 1rell lo lhtJ way,-: ()l l,,�r

ltOllliCholcl, aml cufrl!t 1wi tho bread of idfr,,.:u.''
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She doos not settle down nnd take it onsily, but 
does nil she can, to help those whom the Lord hOB 
committed to her care. Her heart is true to Christ, 
nnd that makes her quick to perceive and encourage 
what is right, and also careful to reprove and check 
what is wrong. 

Verse 28 : " Her child1·en a1·ise up and call her 
blessed." There may be delay in this, but it ·will 
surely come. It takes time for children to reach 
maturity, and God's children are often very slo,v of 
growth; but however much trouble they may cause 
us, if we are only true to the Lord, and do all we can 
to help their souls, in the end they will call us blessed. 

"Her husband also, and He praiseth her." Oh, 
what a satisfying portion to a loving heart! What 
could you ask for more, either here or in eternity 1 
Listen-

Verse 29 : "]f any daughters have done virtu

ously, but thou excellest them all "-to hear His 
loving words of approval ; to know that you have 
made Him glad, that Ho has appreciated your obl¼
dience, that your self-sacrifice and service have been 
accepted and delighted in by Him. ,vhat ! ,vhat 
can you ask for more 1 Oh, may these wonderful 
words of praise stimulate our hearts, and make us 
very earnest in seeking to bo thoroughly devoted to 
Him I It docs not requil'e brilliant tnlents or spccinl 
gifts, but only o. grateful loving heart, ,vhich will 
constrain us to seek to plonse Him perf ecUy, in 
everything we do. 

Verso 30: "Favour is deceitful, and beaul!J is 
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rain,· out a uoman lltat jcarelh lite Lord, size shall 

lXJ pral�cd." Prosont success, honour nnd glory, nro 
dc.ceilful; for tho fashion of this ,vorld passeth
away; nnd "bcnuty is vain," ior it cannot last;
but " she that fcnroth the Lord, sho shrul be
prn.is8d. '' Y os, praised eternally.

Verso 31 : " Give lier of the fruit of /,,er hands; 

and let her own works praise her in the gates." Her 
,Yorks will stand the fire which will "try every 
man's ,vork of what sort it is'' (I Cor. iii. 12-15), 
and she will receive a rewa.rd. Still more, she will 
joy with the Lord in the result of her labours, and 
feast with Him, to all eternity, on the sweet and 
pleasant fruits of the vineyard she tended. 

Dear child of God, is not this enough 1 Will 
you not look round, and seo if you can buy a field 
for Christ 1 Will you not seek to make your 
garments worthy of your heavenly Bridegroom 1 
and do all you can to persuade others to gird up 
their loins, and live for Him nlone 1 

Love to Christ is n responsi-ue fruit. He 1is love, 

the embodiment of love; o.nd rich, nbundo.nt streams 
of love arc always !lowing forth from Him. If you 
feel your lack of love, dl'ink in Hfs love. Thero is 
no other ,vay to get it. Tako you1· Bible, and rend 
about His love. Bolievo thnt Ile so.ys it to you per
sonally. Drink in His very words, o.ncl your heart 
will burn within you, o.ncl flow bo.ck in love to llim. 
"''7bilo tho l(ing sittoth nt Ilia tnblo, my spikonnnl 
son<loth forth tho smell Lho1·oof." (C11nt. i. 12.) 

a 
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THE TE1JIPTATJONS OF CHRIST. 

"In nil points tempted like ·ns we nre, yet without sin.'' 

S
il� mny be classified under three heads-self

exnltation, self-indulgence, and self-will. 
The Lord Jesus was God, and therefore had a 

right to exalt Himself, indulge Himself, and do His 
own wiij; and, ns God, self-exaltation, self-indulgence, 
and self-will would have been no sin in Him. But 
when He took upon Himself the form of a servant, 
He so humbled Himself that He neither sought His 
own glory nor ease, nor did His own will, but was 
in all things entirely subject to His Father. 

His whole life upon earth wns one of continual 
self-restraint. He was full of wisdom, yet never 
spoke His own words. (John viii. 26, 28.) He was 
full of power, yet never used His own strength. 
(John xiv. 10.) In every way He ,vas indeed the 
dependent One. Thus He was tempted in all points 
like as we nre, yet ,vithout sin ; and can therefore 
truly sympathize ,vith us in our struggles against 
sin. We have to restrain the natural risings of sin ; 
He hntl to restrain His holy, perfect, Godhead power. 

Oh, what a life of self-restraint it must have been! 
what incessant watchfulness H must have entailed! 
and what intense love must have fired His heart, to 
havo kept Him braced up, to such tremendous self
denial l 

Oh for hearts to follow in llis steps, nnd deny 

OUl"8elves for Him, even aa Ho denied Himself for us! 
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ENTRA1VCE INTO THE HOLIEST. 

Rc,ad John x. 9; Epb. ll. 18, 10; Ilob. Iv. H--10 i x. 10-22; l reter U. 
6

1 
0; Ul. 18; l John IJ. l, 2. 

W
E are alreo.dy seated in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus ; no longer strangers and 

pilgrims, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God. We have been brought 
nigh by the blood of Christ ; we are accepted in 
the Beloved ; and in that sense are al ways 

" So nenr, so very ncnr to God ; 
We could not nenrer be." 

But in our daily experience we often lose this 
blessed fellowship, and get far nwny from the 
enjoyed presence and smile of our God. Unbelief 
or sin comes in, and we slip away; and therefore we 
need tho Lord J esua ns ou1· Priest, that the wa.y into 
the holiest may always be kept open for us. 

By His own blood Ile ho.a entered into heaven, 
"having obtained otornnl redemption." (Hob. ix. 12.} 
He 1111.s also become our Surety bofo1·e God, nnd 
made llimaelf responsible for all om· guilt, past, 
present, and to come. Every fresh sin is put nwny 
,vith the precious blood once shod. Ile docs not 
even wait for coniossion, but na om· merciful and 
faithful lligh Priest, mnkos roconcilintion for each 
sin OJJ soon na it is committocl. (Ileb. ii. 17.) 

N o,v is not this wondorful 1 Is it noL nmnzing, 
mntcbloAa gruco 1 DocB it not eurpn� ovorything
tlmt WO couJJ hnvo o.skcu or thought 1 And ehoulu 
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it, not bow our hearts in adoring gratitude ancl 
praiso 1 

Nor is this all. The blood upon the altar makes 
ntonoment for our guilt, and the so.me precious 
blood makes us ,vhiter than snow. (1 John i. 7.) 
One word of confession, one look to the precious 
blood, and instantly all defilement is gone. Thus 
we have boldness to draw near "through the blood 
of Christ.'' (Heb. x. 19.) 

Our Lord Jesus is also Himself the door (John x.9), 
the li-iing door; our living, loving Lord, always wait
ing, ready to bring us unto the Father. (Eph. ii. I!>.) 

Only two things are needed on our l?art-" a true

heart, and full assurance of faith." (Heb. x. 22.) 
The Lord J esns does all the rest. 

"A true liea,-t " is a sincere heart, an honest 
heart-that looks upon past failure, and can say 

with truth, "I am sorry; I do want to leave it off; 
I do wish to please the Lord.'' 

"Full assurance of faith" is taking the Lord at 
His word, and believing iho tn1ths ,ve have been 
pondering over. 

If our hearts are not true, ,vo nro not wi1ling to 
go in; and if our faith fails, we are af1·aid lo go 
in. But is not such rich gro.ce, such tender love, 
such wondrous promises, sufficient to molt down 
our solf-,vill, and bring us to Hie fcot ,vith lnunbloJ, 
subject hearts 1 Tho provision is comploto indood; 
and at o.11 times we may d.rn.w noa.r with bohlnoss, 
nnd ho.vo access with oonfidonco, through Christ 
Jesus our Lord. (Eph. iii. 12.) 
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POSTURES OF THE SOUL IN TIIE 1-IOLY 

PLACE. 

W
E hnvo already considered the way of access
into the holy place, and also our right of 

entrance through the precious blood of Christ. We 
have also seen that our living, loving Priest is 
always waiting to welcome and help us in; and our 
Father's heart is fl.owing out to us, delighting to 
receive us and minister to our need. 

The holy place is our proper and appointed place 
of rest, of fellowship, of worship, of feasting, of 
enjoyment, and of learning. We go in as children, 
real, children, beloved children, accepted in Christ, 
and loved even as He is ; chosen by God to be the 
bride of Christ, and chosen by Christ to be His own 
bride; and if we understand our calling, ,ve cannot 
fail to be at ease, and at home in His presence. 

Let us now ponder over the proper postures of our 
souls when there. 

There are at least eight postures which are natural 
and simple, and which spring out of the glorious 
relationship which our God has formed. 

1st. Prostrate in confession. 
2nd. Kneeling in petition. 
3rd. Standing in praise. 
4th. Prostrate in ,vorship. 
6th. Sitting at liis feet as learners. 
Gth. Sitting at 1-Iis table, feasting with IIim. 
7th. St.anding ,vith gi.r<lc<l loins ready for service. 
8th. Loaning on His bosom enjoying His lovo. 
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1st. Prostrate in Confession. 
How natural I You have sinned-and with a sad 

and burdened heart, you fall down at your Father's 
feet and tell him how sorry you are. You draw 
near as a child, and not as a criminal. You know 
your guilt is met with the precious blood of Christ, 
and that there is no condemnation for you; but you 
have grieved your Father, you have lost His smile, 
and down you fall in confession at His feet. 

He would not have us stay at a distance, and, as 
it were, send in our confession by our Great High 
Priest. No ; we should d.ra w near ourselves, and 
with humble, contrite hearts confess oursins to Him. 

What then 1 Need we stay prostrate at His feet 
bemoaning and bewailing our sin 1 Ah ! no. " If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to for
give us our sins" (1 John i. 7) ; and He would 
have us rise quickly, with the full assurance that He 
has indeed forgiven us. We ought to believe the 
written Word, and not ,vait for feelings. If we wait 
for feeling, the devil may cheat us; but if we 
believe the sure written Word, feeling is the result. 

What a joy that it is written,, and that we have 
not to wait for a spoken word 1 And what joy that 
after confession, we need not stay prostrate at His 
feet, but may rise at once and look up in His face, 
nnd know that He ie smiling upon us I (Job xi. 
14-lG; xx.ii 26.) Ho has no thought of upbraiJ
ing us. He forgives from His heart (Hosea xiv.);
and Ho wants ue to bolievo His word., trust His
lovo, and undorato.nd His grnco.
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2nd. Kneeling in Petition. 
We should just. tell out our petitions into our 

Father's car o.s a loving child; quietly, trustingly 
spooking to llim, as to Ono who hns all powor, nnd 
who loves us intensely. 

The unjust judge, in Luke x,�ii., only nvongod 
tho ,vi<low bccauso of her importunity; but our 
Ootl hears our cry bocause He loves \LI\, nnd hna 
ploclgod l limaclf to mooL our every nccJ. 

, Ve mny cry to llim from tho onde of tho onrth, 
and lio will eliJI hear and answer. IluL wbnt right 
hnvo wo Lo bo lhcre-Clll' off from IIim 1 It is un
bcl iof thnt keeps us there. Our propor pfoco is to 
Llro.w ncnr wiih bolclncs..q, nn<l in ovorything Ly pruyor 
nnu supplicut.ion with lhnnkffgiving, to mnko known 
our roqum,ts to llim. (Phil. iv. 0.) 

Supplicnto 1neans, Ask earnestly; nnd wo mo.y toll 
Rim our roquest.s over nnd over n&rnin. ,vo ehoold 
ju!•t pour out our hcarls to Ilim; and wbcnovcr tho 
trouble rises tell it out ngain, and thua diBburden 
our hearts, nnd rest in His love. 

",Yith thnnksgh;ng "-1wt a{Jany, Lut thanks-
giving; o. bnppy, thnnkful, restful spirit, which can 
tntst llim, nnd knows that whatever He docs, it will 
bo loYing, kind, nncl wise. 

,,7e ca.nnot be sore that Ile will grant our peti
tions_, but w·e ought t-0 have confidence in llim, that 
He will in<l ulge us to the very utmost that Ile can, 
without spoiling us. ,v e are at school, nnd He is 
training us for Himself; and many of our lcssona 
cllll only be learnt in trial of some kind or other. 
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For instance, wo 1011st ]earn submission; and how 
could wo learn it, if the Lord never sai<l no to 
us1 

Thus we should pray in subjection to IIis will, 
feeling we are very foolish, and do not know whot 
is good for us, and glad for Him to order all things 
for us. Thero should be no agony; for agony is 
either unbelief or self-will. Self-,Yi.ll says-" I want 
1ny own will;" and unbelief says-" He does not 
care about my troubles;" and both breed distrust 
nnd agony of soul Still He is very pitiful and 
tender with us; and instead of being angry with 
our agony, He bears with our foolishness and seeks 
to increase our faith. 

Faith is a very tender plant, and needs a heavenly 
clime. It cannot .flourish in the cold, bleak atmo

sphere of this world, and soon withers if ,ve neglect 
the Lord's presence; but in His presence faith will 
grow and flourish. "\Ve shall there learn Ilis love, 
J [is tenderness; and prove how ready lie is to hear, 
"how quick to answer; and how He delights to load 
us ,vitb loving-kindness and tender mercies .. 

3rd. Standing in Praise. 

Again, how natural ! If burdened with sin, wo 
Lnvc told it out, and received a fresh sense of for
giveness. ,ve have also poured out our de,;ir� to 
our Father nnd our God, and then with glad nnd 
happy hearts we riso an<l sing If is p1·11iso. There 
sliouJd Le nothing forced or fornml, hut tho simple 
outffow of n n1clouious, thankful hcul'L. 
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4th. Prostrate in Worship. 

Worship is delighting in what the Lord IS 1n

Himself. Words may fnil, but the heart flows out 
to Him in adoring gratitude, praise, and love. 

Worship, as presented to us in the word of God, 
is always a. short, spontaneous burst of praise. The 
,vorshippers do not l'emain prostrate upon their fnces 
in lengthened adoration ; but fall down before the 
Lord, with some fervent short ejaculation, and rise 
again. See Rev. iv. 9-11; v. 14. See also Gen. 
Al'ii 3, 17. Abraham fell down twice before the 
Lord in that interview, so he could not have re: 
mained on his face all the time. 

This should be the character of our worship at 
the Lord's table ; not one long continued strain, but 
bursts of praise and adoration, intermingled with 
prayer, confession, and listening to the Lord. .All 
should be spontaneous, nothing forced, but flow 
forth naturally, each in their order, as His truth is 
brought before our souls. 

If we are at ease, nnd ho.ppy with the Lord, we 
shall be sure to to.Jee these first four postures, when 
pouring out our hearts to Him. The other four 
rather befit us, when Ile is telling out His heart 
to us. 

We need to be very spiritunlly nntural before the 
Lord. He desires truth in the in ward parts. Those 
who worship tho Fnther must worship in spirit and 
in truth, and we shall find ourselves incapab/6 of 
taking tho four lntte1· postures, whenever our benrts 
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nre burdened. We must first dis burden ourselves 
of whntever mny be pressing us, and then with free 
o.nd hnppy spirits we may take the fifth posture; 
VJZ.: 

(5th) Sitting at His feet as Learners. 

"At Ilis feet" (Deut. xxxiii. 3)-that is the 
place to receive His words, and learn His mind and 
will We &hould sit down and talk with the Lord. 
We should talk with Him about our sins, Joo king 
up in His face with the full confidence that ,�e are 
forgiven (Job xxii. 26), and telling Him all our 
wrong thoughts and feelings, that we may get them 
righted. Every imagination of the thoughts of our 
hearts is only evil, and that continually. (Gen. vi. 5.) 
We are not sufficient to think a right thought of 
ourselves (2 Cor. iii. 5); but om· precious Lord is 
always ready to teach us, and He loves to have us 
sitting at ease in His presence, learning of Him as 
�Iary did. (Luke x. 39.) We need to talk with 
Him, and ask what are His thoughts about every
thing we do, or say, or think; and to get His judg
ment about everything around us. (Job xxii. 22.) 

We should always read our Bible at His feet. 
It is not enough to read it as n. Jetter which He hns 
sent us. We should sit down at His feet, and talk 
with Him face to fnce about whnt He has written. 
The Biblo would thus bccomo a living, mighty, 
quickening, gladdening word ; nnd day by day we 
should increase in the knowledge of His will (Col 
i. 9), and become quick of scent in the fear of tho
Lord. (Isa. xi. 2, 3.)
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6th. Sitting at His table feasting with Him. 

Sitting at His feet we get our thoughts and feel
ings righted ; fensting at His table we get health 
and strength. And, oh, ho,v ,vonderful I we feast 
with God our Father, and with our Lord Jesus 
Christ ! "Truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ." (1 John i 3.) 

Day by day we may sit down in the holy place, 
and eat the very bread of God, and drink the new 
wine of the kingdom. (Cant. ii. 3, 4.) We feed 
upon the produce of the heart of Christ (John vi. 57); 
His love, His grace, His gentleness, His holiness, 
His thoughts, His desires, His purposes ; yes, all 
that He bas or is. He treats us ns His friends, His 
loved ones ; and delights to lend us into full fellow
ship with all His thoughts and purposes; and there

we may sit and feast with Him, and delight our
selves in the varied provision of His house. (Jer. 
xxxi. 12-14.)

Oh, what a feast of fat things I How it destroys
any relish for the world or its attractions I How 
paltry all earthly things appear by the side of such 
grand realities I 

7th. Standing with Girded Loins ready for 
Service 

.All our need bns been mot, nnu with g]nd nnd 
grateful honrts we ask, "Lord, whnt mny I do for 
Thee 1 " \Ve nre ready for work, nnd wait for Ili.s 
orders. Tho work may bo varied, but our ono 
question shoulcl be, "LorJ, whnt woulc..l'st thou havo 
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,na to do 1" It, mny be to "�ork in Ilia vineyn.rd, OT

go forth in tho gospel Held, or the common every
day duties of lifo; but ,vl1ate,,lil' it be, Be would 
hove us do it,ns our nppointcd service/or Iiim.

Our precious Lord has left us nn example that we 
should follo,v Bis stops. ( l Peter ii. 21.) Think of 
the first thirty years of Ilis life upon earth; fmt as 
the holy boy at N a.zareth, and then as the carpenter . 
(llirk vi 3.) Trnly "He pleased not Himsd.f." 
(Rom. xv. 3.) And if "'e tread the path He has 
marked out for us, the life of Jesus mny be as truly 
1nanifcsted in us in ordinary duties, as in outer and 
1.nore public service. He may sometimes say, '' iry 
child, I want you to learn patience to-day, and show 
forth ify power to sustain and gladden you.'' The 
great secret is, to receive our appointed service from 
llim,and then with girded loins to seek to please Him. 

8th. Leaning on His bosom, enjoying His love. 

This is our place, our proper place, and the Lord 
delights to see us take it. He gave Himself for us 
for this very purpose. He wants us to l""llo,v nnd 
enjoy His love. Ile lnboul"$, Ile toils for this 
object. Ile not only tells us of it, but seeks in 
every possible way to reveal it to us. llo wants to 
give us such conti<lence in If.is love, that like John, 
wo may tako our place in Ilis boso1n. (J obn xiii. 
23-25.) Au<l, oh, how welcome I-Io wat.le him f

Cant. ii. 7 • is just an expression of tho ecstasy of

• The pronoun I-ill Cnut. ii. 7 is in tho masculine gcndor
in tllo llebrew, which pro\·cs thnl Chrixt hs tho spuakor, n.nJ 
tbu-t tlu, vc1"!io ex1•rc�cll Jiu Jdi0ht iu Hi� bri,lo.
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His sou], whon ony of His loved ones can sa.y wiLh 
truth, " His left hnnd is under my head, His right 
h11nd doth embrace me." (Cant. ii 6.) It iB as if 
He snid, " 0 daughters of J erusalom, I have waited 
nnd toiled for this, and at last I have got it; no,v 
stir her not up, but let me enjoy her." 

But we must take the place oursol ves. It is of 
no use to lie nt His feet and say, "Lord, lift me 
up." No; we must get up. We must take Him 
at His word, and believe that His desire is toward 
us, and rise and take our place in His bosom, as 
His loved and cherished ones. 

"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God." (Rom. x. 17.) The Holy Spirit shows us
the things of Christ through the written word, and 
if we listen to His wondrous words of love, and 
drink them in, our faith ,vill grow. We need to 
grasp them for ourselves, to bind them round our 
hearts, and respond to them. Thus we get increased 
confidence in His love, and believe that He delights 
to clasp us to His heart ; and resting there, we learn 
out I-Iis secret thoughts and feelings, and prove 
indeed that Ile is enough for us. 

CONVERSION OF CHILDREN. 

I
F Christian parentd are. true to the Lord, Ho

promises to convert U1efr children ; but the 
promise is conditional. Seo Psalm ciiL 17, 18, 
where tho Lord promises to give "Ilia righteous
ness unto children's children ; to suclt ad kcop llis 
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covcnnnt, nnd remember His commandments to do 
them." Agnin, in Psalm cii. 28, God promises 
Christ-" Tho children of thy servants shall con
tinue, and their seed sha.ll be established before 
thee." Servants are those who obey and serve 
Hirn, and not those who live to themselves. Also, 
in Psalm cx.wL 11-13, God again says to Christ, 
the true David-" If thy children keep my cove
nant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their 
children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore." 

Our God is true; He never breaks His word. 
Indeed, He is ofttimes better than His word, and 
His grace goes beyond His promises ; but we may 
be very sure that He will never fall short of them. 
Therefore, if Christians' children grow up uncon
verted, and go out into worldJiness, the parents 
should look back, and reverently, humbly nsk, 
"Wby, Lord, why f' He will not fail to show them 
wherein they have sinned; and He is so gracious, 
so full of compassion, that, if they renlly judge 
themselves, and conf css their sin, they may expect 
Hirn to remove the rod and convert their children. 
(See 1 John i 9; 1 Cor. xi. 31; Prov. xxviii. 13.) 

Proverbs xxii. G docs not mean that wbon a 
child becomes old he will retztrn to the way in 
which he was trained, but that when he is old (or 
grown) ho will not depart from, it. And Ephesians 
vi. 4 mny be taken ns a pledge, that if children are
brought up in tho nurlitre nnd admonition of the
Lord, Ho will be sure to save tLeru.
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THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. 

Ps. cxxxix. 1-12. 

\ATE may regard the presence of the Lord in 
V V three aspects :
1st. His adual presenu. We are always in the 

actual presence of the Lord ; we cannot get a wn.y 
from it. He is God, and therefore omnipresent. 
His eyes and His ears aro here perpetually. He 
knows our down.sitting and uprising, and under
stands our thoughts nfar off. This in no way 
dopend.s upon our faith or conduct. It is true, 
always true, ,vhether we believe it or not. 

2nd. His secret presence. We go up unto the 
Lord our God. { J er. x.m. 6.) We go into the 
secret of His presenc8

> 
and there get refreshment, 

strength, nnd blessing. This is only true of us 
"'hen we draw near to Him {James iv. 6), and if we 
neglect His secret presence, our souls will be weak 
and sickly. 

3rd. Hi,s re.alize_d and enjoyed presence in dai7y 
Zif e. This depends upon our faith. He is with us 
whether we believe it or not; but we only realize it 
,vhen we believe it. We should not wait to feel it, 
but settle it in our minds as a certain fact, that He 
is always gazing upon us in fond and tender love, 
always listening to us, and always waiting to bless, 
uphold, and strengthen. 

The presence of the Lord ,·s real, whether ,ve 
believe it or not; but if we believe it, we shall seek 
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to Wl\lk in Ilia fear, and strive to pJcaso Ilim.. ,nint 
then 1 Thus wo.lkiog in llis fear we mny be certain 

of His smile. He " lnketh plea.sure in them that 
fenr llim,, (Ps. cxlvii. 11), nnd whenever ,ve try to 
do His will He is smiling upon us, delighting in us, 
and whispering some fond and loving word to mnke 
us glad. This al,so is true, whether we believe it or 
not. But if we do not believe it, we lose the joy 
of it, and wnlk on with sad and weary hearts. 

But perhaps you say, "How can I have the Lord 
for my friend, companion, helper down here, when 
He is sea.ted in heaven 1 How can He be up there 
and yet walk with me 1 How does He give me His 
hand a.nd uphold me 1 By the power of the Holy 

Ghost. The Lord Jesus does not leave His throne 
in heaven, and come down here to walk with us. 
He is there, seated in glory at God's right hand; but 
His eyes and His ears are here ; and by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, He stretches out llis hand to uphold 
and minister to our need. The Holy Ghost is the 
channel of communication between our souls nnd 
Him; and when we are looking to Him for help, 
Ho will most surely supply all our need. 

"But," you say, "I ca.nnot keep on asking Him; 
I must bo occupied nbout other things." Truly so; 
but suppose you are very busy, and n friend is in 
the room with you. You do not keep on talking to 
her, but if you want her help you turn to her in o. 
moment. So with our precious Lord. If we realize 
that He is close by, bow easy it is to tum to Him 
for anything we want. 
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.Again :-suppose you are writing a letter. You 
ask His help, and begin to write. Thoughts flow 
on so rapidly, that you need not ask His help again 
until the letter is finished; He has been helping 
you all the while. But something comes in, and 
your thoughts are turned aside, and again you need 
to cry for help. 

"But,'' perhaps you say, "if ,ve are always in 
the Lord's presence, how can I be away from Him 1" 
You may be in the same room ·with a person, and yet 
have nothing in common, and no intercourse with 
him. You are in his presence, and yet virtually 
away from him. Or you may have no confidence in 
him that he can or will help you, or no desire for 
his help, and so you do not ask for it. 

How of ten have we treated our Lord like that ! 
And, 'worse still, how often have we turned away 
our face from Him, and pulled away our shoulder, 
because we wanted some forbidden thing I and, oh, 
how soon the iron hand of Satan has grasped and 
held us fast, and robbed and spoiled us I Our faith 
grew weak, our joy all fled, our strength was gone, 
until at last, with weary, aching hearts, we turned 
again, and sought our Saviour's face. 

Let us beware of trifling ,\,ith sin. ,v e cannot 
have the Lord's upholding and helping hnnd in 
daily life, unless we try to do His will. For in
stance, you want to buy your children some bats. 
,v ell, you must first go into the Lord's presence, 
and see what Ilia word says a.bout dress. Got hold 
of llis thoughts about tho hats, nnd thon you can 

n 
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nsk Ilim to go "riLh you into tho shop nnd help you 
io buy then1. So with evorything from morning to 
night, He can neither help us nor smile upon us,
when we nre doing whnt is ,vrong. 

Mny we truly lenrn to walk under IIis eye, enjoy
ing His smile, and leaning upon His arm,for continual 
strength nnd guidance I 

1¥HY? AND 1¥HAT FOR? 

\X/ HY 1 throws us back upon our past conduct,
1 V and enquires, ''Wherein have I so displeased 

the Lord as to cause Him to send me such bitter 
sorrow 1 " TVhat for 7 looks onward, and asks, 
",,7bat does He mean to teach me through this 
trouble 1" 

If we have been indulging in sin, we can easily 
answer, Why 7 and should speedily heed the rod, 
nnd humble oursolvos under the mighty ]mnd of 
God. Rut if not conscious of indulged or wilful 
sin, we may rest BSSured it is not the rod ; and then 
we ahould ask, 1Vhat for? ,v e cnn easily toll. 
The speci.nl trial ·will mako us f oel our lack_ of certain
special fruits, nnd these fruits Ho woultl hnvo us 
cultivnte; or it may be n special oxorciso of faith, 
or love, or putienco, because Ho wunts to perfect 
these fruits in us. Eithor way ,vo should soek to 
work together with the Lord, n.nd ch.oorfully nccopt 
tho trinl as part of our needed training. The result 
,vill be cxceouing lltJd otornru gain. 



ISAL\Il XX.XV. 107 

ISAIAH }(XXV. 

TITE must connect the first verse of this chapter
V' with Isaiah xxxiii. 20-24, because the 

wilderness and the solitary place will be made glad 
with the broad rivers and streams mentioned in these 
verses. (Isaiah xxxiv. is evidently a parenthesis, 
and speaks of God's judgment upon Idumea.) 

These rivers will issue from the temple which 
will be built in the holy land when the Lord Jesus 
takes to Himself His great power and reigns. (Read 
Ezek. xlvii 1-12; Joel iii. 18; Zech. xiv. 8; Isa. 
xli 18, 19; and xliii. 19, 20.) And who can tell 
the joy ancl gladness of that blessed day, when all 
these promises will be fulfilled i Well may the 
earth be glad, and the floods clap their hands, and 
the hills be joyful before the Lord; for He cometh 
to judge the ,vorld ,vith righteousness, and His 
people with truth. (Ps. xcvi, xcvii., xcviii., &c. &c.) 

The rivers mentioned in Ezekiel xlvii which will 
issue from the earthly temple will produce exceeding 
fn1itful11ess; but they aro but a feeble shadow of 
the rich and varied streams which flow from the 
very heart of Christ. Tluough death He has become 
the mercy-throne, and pours unceasing blessings 
down. The supply can nev01· fail It is exhaust
less, full, and free ; and we only need to take 
it in. 

Let us gaze on the spiritunl substance of some of 
these earthly shadows. 
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The wildeniess is a place of rank luxuriance, full 
of noxious ,veeds, where everything grows in ·wild 
confusion. The solitary place is a bare, desolate, 
nnd lonely spot, which has been stripped of all it 
had. The desert is a barren, sandy place, where 
nothing will grow. 

What a true description of our natural hearts 1 
They are overgrown with the rank weeds of sin; 
they have desolate wastes, where cherished hopes or 
iuols, have been blasted or crushed ; and barren 
places, where nothing wili gro,v. 

But if wo will only allow the broad rivers and 
streams of God's love, and grace, and power, to flo,v 
in, the wilderness and solitary place will be glad, and
the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. The 
steps are very wonderful, very perfect. 

First we must drink in the living water, then be 
glad nnd rejoice, then blossom beautifully as the 
rose, then blossom abundantly, then rejoice even with 
joy and singing, and then show forth the praises of 
the Lord. We are prone to reverse the order, and 
the result is little or no fruit. 

,v e must begin by drinking in His loving, tender 
words. Take a verse like this: "As the Father 
hath loved me so have I loved you.,, Drink it in;
believe that the Lord says it to you yourself ; nnd 
will it not make you glad 1 Then rejoice; which is 
nn out.como of the gladness und o. manifostntion of 
it; and the blossoming ,vill bo euro to follow. Ah I 
ycA, your very joy in tbe Lord, will produco longings
to plea.so Ilim. Thon blossom nbuntlanUy j i11crcn.so 
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your longings nfter fruitfulness, nnd also your joy in 
the Lord. 

What then 1 The glory of Lebanon will follow. 
You will get firmly and deeply rooted in His grnco, 
and stand forth like the stately cedar as a witness 
for God ; and glory in Christ your Saviolll'. Then 
follows the excellency of Carmel and Sharon ; tho 
pleasant, fragrant graces which are often so slow to 
grow, the beautiful attractiveness with which we 
should be clothed. And then the glory of the Lord 
is seen upon us, and the excellency of our God 
reflected by us. 

A lovely picture indeed ! \Vho would not long 
to prove the blessedness of it 1 And if we will 
only allow the river of God to flow into our souls 
these blessed results will surely follow. 

In Ezekiel we read, that everything will live 
where the rivers come, but the miry places and tho 
marishes will not be healed. No fresh-flowing stream 
·will pass over those stagnant places ; they will be
given to salt.

Thus indulged sin or wrong feelings dam up our
hearts, and hinder the inflow of the grace of our
God, and fill us "rith marishes and stagnant places.
No fruit ,vill grow in such places. They need the
healing streams, the river of God's love, to overflow
them; and then where wickedness has abounded
special fruits may gro,v. Still the growth. will be
g-radual ; for " as the earth bringeth forth her bud
. . . so the Lord God ,vill cause righteousness nnd
praise to spring forth." {Isa� lA·i 11.)
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Dcnr child of God, <lo y�u cry out, " It is high ; 
I cnnnot uttnin to it 1" &c. &c. Listen : "Strengthen 
ye the wonk bands, and confirm the feeble knees. 
. . . Ilo strong, fcnr not.,, Drink in the streams. 
Debold Ile comes I He comes ,vith vengeance
vengeance ogninst your enemies, against your sins. 
He comes to remove what hinders your progress. 
He comes to save; nnd brings with 'rum a recom
ponce for all you suffer for His sake. (Ps. lxv. 4, 5, 
9-11 ; lxvi. 10-15.)

Oh, let us take courage, and go forth and do what
He tells us fearless of consequences I He will come 
and recompense; He will sustain and bless. 

}!ark the result. Your eyes are opened ( v. 5) ; 
you drink in the streams, you believe the promises, 
and you see the land that is very far off Your ears

are unstopped, so that you hear plainly ; your ears 
become more and more accustomed to the Lord's 

. 

voice, so that you do not mistake His meaning. 
Your lameness is healed, and you leap as an hart ; 
and your dumb tongue sings for j01J. The Lord is 
your Helper, your Deliverer, and you are afraid of 
nothing. Tho wilderness may be around you, but it 
matters not; for wa.ters break out, and streams in 
the desert. 

The very nests of dragons are turned into fruitful 
courts. Our circumsto.ncos co.n always becomo nests 
for dragons. For instance, if you a.re made n great denl 
of, it may foster your pride; or if you aro ill-treated, 
it may breed discontent or malice, and so on; nnJ. 
all such evil things aro of the devil, a.nu mny bo 
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compnreu to drngons, which soon increnso nnd over
run our hearts, and torment other people ns well na 
ourselves. 

We often say, "Oh, if I ,vere only in clifferent 
circumstances I " But no, no. Our circumstances 
only bring out the evil which is in us, and reveal 
the drogons ,vhich a.re secretly increasing. W o 
should search out the dragons and crush their eggs. 
Every wrong feeling is an egg ; and if we do not 
crush it, it breaks out into a dragon. 

" A court for 'reeds and ruslies " - reeds and 
rushes will only grow in low, damp places. Thus 
disagreeable and trying circumstances, which would 
naturally foster dragons, may be turned into oppor
tunities for cultivating special fruit for the Lord, and 
making us a peculiar praise and joy to Him. 

In verse 8 we read of a highway, and a way called 
the way of holiness ; and Proverbs xv. 19 tells us 
that " the way of the righteous is raised up as a 
causey" (margin). If we connect these verses to
gether they present o. higluoay, the ordinary path in 
which most Christians walk ; and also a special 
path, a rniseu up way, or causey-tlte way of 

holine&J. 

This way of holiness is a path of separation unto 
the Loru, nnd abiding fellowship wiLh Ilim; "for 
He shnll bo with them" (margin). A pnth in which 
wo mUHt olonnso oUJ-swves 1i·om o.ll filthiness of ilti:;h 
and spirit; for "Lho unclean shall not pass ovor it." 
lJut o. puth in which tho way faring man, though n 
foul, will not orr; for tho Lord will uphold and guide. 
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.A. blessed, glorious pnlh indeed, but ono thnt re
quires groat truthf ulncss of hoart to Christ; ond wo 
onn only wlllk thoro ns long ns we oro intent upon 
plonsing Ilim, o.nd loan upon Him for strength o.nd 
wisdom. 

This is the true higher Christian patb,vay-not 
life, but patlu.oay-nnd the Lord desires intensely to 
see us ,vnlk in it. The devil is nlways seel"'ing to 
draw us down from it. He will not come to us 
there ns the roaring lion ; for "no lion shall be 
there, nor ravenous beast." He knows ho,v st1ong 
we are when cleaving to Christ. '\V c are out of his 
reach, o.nd he cannot prevail by force ; but he will 
come as an angel of light, and seek to beguile, or 
e·lse to attract us with some forbidden thing. 

liis one object is to get us to come off this higher 
pathway, and we specially need to guard against the 
first downward step. How often when we have 
stepped aside, as ,vo thought, bU,t /or a moment, the 
devil bas entangled our feet and led us on and on; 
and hours have passed rnvay, before our souls 1·e

gained their former joyous fellowship with Christ, 
and glad, elasti c spring. 

"Tlte redeemed shall wal.k llzere." It is our proper 
pathway, and the only one in which wo can con
tinually prove the upholding power of Christ. 

If we tum into V1Je-patlu, wo shall find that they 
are o. hedge of thorns (Prov. xv. 1 D), and we shall 
be sadly torn and wounded. If we ,valk in tho 
ordinary path of bnlf-hearted obedien ce, wo shall 
cdrag o.long with weary steps and heavy hearts; but 
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if ,,e will tread the way of ltolines.,, we shnll obtain 
joy nnd gln.dnoss, nnd sorrow and sighing will flee 
nwny. 

The Lord make our feet like hinds' feet, so that 
we may be able to wnlk habitually upon this high 
and blessed pathway of abiding fellowship with 
Him. See Psalm xviii. 33,. 36; 2 Sam. ii. 18; 
Hab. iii 19; Deut. xxxii. 13, 14. 

ARMOUR. 

,.-,HERE are four different kinds of armour men
...1.. tioned in the word of Gou, each suited to 
protect our souls from special dangers in varied 
circumstances. 

1st. The armour of light, in Romans xiii. 11-14. 
2nd. The armour ofrighteousness, in 2 Cor. vi. 4-10. 
3rd. The armour mentioned in 1 Thess. v. 8. 
4th. The armour mentioned in.Eph. vi 10-19. 
1st. THE .A.n:uoun OF L1onT. This armour is to 

protect us from tho power of the flesh \\'lthin ; fron1 
yielding to what is earthly, sensual, devilish ; to 
worldly plea.sures, indulgences of the tlesh, or strife, 
or envying. 

li wo go into tho sunlight, our bodies are sur
roun<le<l with light, nn<l wo can see natural things 
as they really aro. 

So h3 it spiritually. Dy nature ,vo are in tho 
dark ; every irnngination of our hearts is only evil 
continuully, nntl our judginonts nre ,vrong about 
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everything. Uut "Goc.l is light, nncl in Ilim is no 
dru·kucas nt nll;" nnd so wl1on wo really go into Ilia 
pl'('sonco, wo o.ro surrounded with light, nnd clothed 
with it; and seated there, we cnn see things as lhey 
rca.lly are, judge of sin in the light of His holiness, 
get His thoughts about the ,vorks of the flesh, and 
soo nnd feol about them as we shall do, when we 

, 

stnnd before the judgn1ent-seat of Christ. 
Thus the "true light" of His presence, is a real

power against the workings of the flesh. It shows 
us tbnt they are hateful and abominable, ugly and 
useless. Thus they lose their deceptive and nttrac
tive power, our judgment cries out against them, 
nnd we are nble firmly to refuse to indulge them. 

The devil knows the strength of this nrmour, and 
therefore strives to keep us in the dark, by en
couraging us to trust our own judgment, and per
suading us that we know better than God. "He 
that trusts his own heart is n fool," but "the wise 
mnn will hear, and increase learning;" and the 
armour of light will protect from the deceitfulness 
of sin. 

2nd. TIIE ARllOUR OF R10RTEOUS�Ess. (2 Cor. 
vi� 7.) The armour of light is to protect us from 
the po,ver of our own flesh. The armour of right
eousness is to protect us from being charged with 
inconsistency or hypocrisy. \Ve aro tho servants of 
GoJ, nnd ovary one of us ought to be doing some
thing for Him. The ,vork mo.y vary ; but ,vo are 
slothful and wicked servants, unless we nro doing 
somo work in His vineyard. 
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2 Cor. vi. 1-11 1 tolls us tho mo.nnor of this sorvico, 
nnd nmong other things mentions "the armour of 
rightoousnetis. ,, ,v o should so truly wonr this 
nrmour, tho.t, Daniel-like, no fault could bo found 
,Yith us " on the right hnnd or on tho left ;" or, in 
othe.r wor<ls, in anything we do. vVe should wo.lk 
through this world with such steady, even con
sistency, that all mny see thnt we are indeed the 
servnnts of Christ. If we wear the armour of light, 
it will be easy to put on the armour of righteous
ness. 

3rd. "TnE BREASTPLATE OF J? .UTH AND LOVE ; 

A.�D FOR A HELMET THE HOPE OF SALVATION."

( l Thess. v. 8.) This armour is to protect us from
discourngement and weariness in the Lord's service;
while the armour of righteousness is to protect us
from bringing dishonour upon the Lord's name.

"The breastplate of faith and lovB "- the heart 
filled with confidence in the Lord's power and will
ingness to bless, and so fired with love, tho.t we are 
ready to suffer anything, if we can only bring blessing 
to others. 

"For a,i helmet the hope of salvation"- when 
the devil nttacks us wo neo<l tho "hcln1ct of 8alvo.
tion," so that wo can lift up our bends and tell him 
"wo a1·e sa.veu;" but in service for the Lord, we 
nlso nccu the hope of salvation. We should go forth 
expecting blessing; o.nd iI it tarry we should still bo 
full of hope, nssurcd that it will como; nnd thnL our 
In.hour will not bo in vnin. .Agnin, when conscioun 
of miHtakoa or fniluro, wo should roll tho Lunlt�u 
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upon tho Lo..-'.!, nnd look to Tiim to overrule nnd put 
it right, nnu bring blessing out of it. .J..nd surely 
when thus equipped, wo can go forth in IIis service 
with n light and eager step, and lift up our heads, 
a.nd fear no evil 

4th. Trr.E .AnlIOUR 1icENTIONED IN EPEi. vr. 10-18. 
This nrmour is to enable us to withstand all tho 
efforts of the devil, to hinder our fellowship ,vith 
Christ. 

Our chief difficulty in connection with this armonr 
is to put it on. The Lord givea it to us, but He 
commands us to put it on ; and we are quite unable 
to put it on, unless we are really in His presence 
and enjoying His love. "'Ve must just draw near to 
Him, anu lay all our wilfulness, worldliness, and 
pride down at His feet; and then, with obedient, 
humble hearts, we can clothe ourselves with this 
perfect panoply of God. 

The Israelites ha.d to wrestle with flesh and blood. 
Their enemies were men ; but our foes are spiritual 
-our own evil hearts, the lusts of the flesh and of
the mind, anu ,ricked spirits in heavenly places. A.

terriblo conflict in<lee<l ! liow all-important that we
should be well prepared I No wonder that God's
children are overco1ne, when thoy venture upon such
a. conflict nlone and unarmed.

The first point montionc<l is "loins girt about

wlth t1�uth." This is extremely important. We 
need to gather up all our thoughts nn<l. fuelings, nnu 
fasten them firmly inaide the girule of h·uth, to bring 
them all into captivity to Christ; never to think 
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our ow,n thougbts,ortruat our own judgmout, but to 
bring every dota.il of life, ovory purpose nod thought, 
to the light of God's truth, nnd thua learn His mind 
nbout everything. 

Sntan is always tempting us to give liberty to our 
own thoughts and feelings, because he knows that 
when we do so, he can easily lay hold of our wrong 
thoughts, and lead us into something which will 
grieve the Lord. We cannot have steadfastness of 
purpose, or evenness of walk, unless our loins are 
continually, and well girt a.bout with truth. 

"And having on the breastplate of rivhteou$MSs." 

We must protect our hearts with the divine right
eousness which Christ has provided for us. Our own 
uprightness of walk may make men feel that they 
can bring no just charge against us, but it will not 
stand the test of God's holiness ; and the devil can 
soon find flaws in it. But, oh, that perfect, spotless 
righteousness which we possess in Christ ! 

11 No spot, no stnin, no fin w t 
Mntchloss it is I'' 

Arrayed in that we need not fear, but may boldly 
lift up our heads and shout aloud, "It is God that 
justifieth. Who ... who, is ho Lhat condemneth "1 

" Feet shod," &c. Al ways ready to speak of 
J esua; watching and cager to proclaim the gooJ 
news of" pence" both to snint and sinnor-ponce to 
him thnt is afar off, and ponce to him that is nigh. 
(Eph. ii. 17.) Our pnLhwny id rough, and if wo 
neglect our ebooa, our foot must bo wouu<lod ; nnd 
then wo go limping nlong with wonry, pniuful slops, 
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instcnd of running in the ,vo.y of llis command-
1nonts. TLe Lord make us very fearful of being 
unshod I 

" The shield of faith." The deep, settled per
suasion tbnt every word of God is true ; a steady 
habit of asking about everything, " ,vhat does God 
say about it 1" Thus every fiery dart of the devil 
would be 1net with, " God says so-and-so, and I 
believe Him." This would effectually quench the 
dart, and quiet the soul, and also take off the edge 
of the sword of the tongue. 

Oh that we were wise, and continually used this 
shield I The darts of the devil ,vould then be power
less indeed, and our strength would not be wasted 
by festering wounds, nor our time be spent in seek
ing healing ointments to soothe our pain. 

" The helmet of salvation ''-the certainty that ,ve 
are saved and can never perish; so that we can lift 
up our heads and fear no evil. 

"And the sword of the Spirit "-the sharp, two
edged sword of the word of God, the only weapon 
with which we can resist the devil or detect the 
deceitfulness of sin. Let us seek that it may dwell 
in us richly. 

"Praying always," &c. Al ways dependent, and 
looking up to our precious Lord fo1' continual sup
plies of grace nnd strength. 

We hnve 110 strength in oursol voe, a.nu ns long ns 
,vo live in this world ,vo sholl have to wntch and 
strive against tho old man within us. This is God's 
armngomont for us. lie could h1ive complutely de-
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livered us from its power, nnd mndo us perfectly 
holy tho very hour we were born n.gnin , but He hns 
ordered otherwise. Ho desires to give us the oppor
tunity of proving our love to Him, by resisting the 
sin within; nnd also to show how truly He can make 
us more thnn conquerors, if we will but use the 
,Yeapons He has given us. He also desires to give 
us the opportunity of obtaining specia] rewards 
hereafter, and He will find great joy in owning our 
efforts and rewarding us for them. 

Could we slay the old man by one tremendous 
struggle we should be conquerors; but if we get con
tinual victory over a living foe, we are more than 
conquerors. He has made every provision for us. 
The armour is all-sufficient, but the power of our 
enemies will be too great for us, unless we con
tinual]y wear it; and we shall need it to the very 
end. 

"/laving done all to stand." However many 
victories we may have gained, the flesh will still rise 
within us, and ihe devil will still continuously seek 
to cast us down from our high places (marg. Ps. 
lxii. 4) of fellowship with Christ. Ile is too strong
for us, and wo can only stand, when we are truly
clothed with this impervious armour, nn<l leaning
upon Christ, praying always for continual help.

But, oh, the rccompenco, the joy, the daily joy, 
of constant victory I Antl then ot Inst, the glaJ, 
triumphant wolcomo home, nnd nll tho lo\'ing worJs 
of prai�o our Lord will gi vo I 
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Deut. xiv. 21: "Ye shall not eat any thing that 
diet/, of il$e//"-things which we once greatly en
joyed, but which have passed away. If we brood 
over lost health, pleasures, comforts, friendships, it 
produces a sad and mnrmuring spirit. It is un
w holeson1e food, o.nd does us no good. It cannot 
bring back the lost blessing, and it takes away our 
enjoyment of any present sweetness in our cup; and 
destroys the joyous, grateful spirit which is so plea
sant to the Lord. 

You do not like to see your child pining for some 
past treat, and refusing to enjoy your present kind
ness. Let us then seek to forget the things which 
are behind, enjoy our present blessings, and look 
onwards to our glorious, eternal portion, above with 
Christ. 

Heb. xli. 1 : "Let us lay asido every weight." 
Anything that hinders tlho soul from rising upward, 
or pressing onward, is a weight. ,Ye shall never 
lay down the weights, a.s long as we consider them 
either ornamontnl, useful, or valuable. But if we 
take thorn into thu light of God's presence, nnd got 
Hid thoughts about them, we shall got power oYor 
them; bccauso we sho.ll soo thnt they nro disgraceful, 
ugly, useless, nntl injurious; nnd wo uo not caro to 
bo burdened with valueless things. 
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Shields.-" His truth shnll be thy shield and 
buckler." (Ps. xci 4.) We must be in circumstances 
to require and use any special truth before we prove 
it as a shield . 

.Any promise proved is a shield against fear. 
Any precept proveJ is a shield against tern ptation. 
Any warning proved is a shield against being 

beguiled. 
If we neglect to use the shields, we continually 

get terrified without cause, or overcome by tempta
tion, or entangled with some snare of the devil. 

The shield of faith is, " I believe God," and we 
must meet each several dart of the devil with the 
truth about that special point; so unless the word of 
Christ dwells in us richly, the needed shield is not 
at hand, and we get wounded. How important then 
to lay up His ,vords within us. 

Our blessed God has also p1·ovided balm for our 
,vouncls. If we use the shield we escape the wounds; 
but should we be so foolish as to get wounded, let 
us not neglect the balm. 

We read of one upon whose neck there hung n 
thouannd bucklers, all shields of mighty men. (Cant. 
iv. 4.) Happy indeed the soul that is thus protected.
(Prov. iii. 3, 4; vi. 20-24.)

Idols.-An idol is nny thing, or person, which we 
love, f enr, or serve, more than God Himself. There 
is really but one God; but ,vo often set up many 
little gods, nnd sacrifice to them whnt belongs to 
God alone. 

l
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Besetting Sins.-Our besetting sins vary accord
ing to our individunl character; but if we trace the 
matter to tho root, wo sho.11 mostly find that the 
same sin is continually tripping us up in different 
wnys. 

Christians often find that a sin seems to grow 
stronger niter they .have prayed against it. One 
reason is, because they become more alive to its 
working, and detect it more speedily. But a more 
frequent reason is, because they have not gone to 
the root of the evil, and only wish to have some 
troublesome offshoot cut away. 

Take pride, for instance. They do not ,vant to 
give it up entirely, but only to be kept from certain 
inconvenient or offensive manifestations of it. If 
the Lord gaye them the help they desire, the hidden 
evil would go on spreading and gro,ving, in the 
same ,vay as a thistle would become more deeply 
rooted if you merely cut off its head, and left it 
growing in the ground. The Lord wants us to lay 
the axe at the root of our sins, so that their growth 
may be completely checked. 

0hecks.-The Lord always checks us first by 
little thingd. He never gives o. sharp rebuke with
out having first spoken once, twice, thrice; and we 
would not hear. He does not like to put us to 
shame, and ,vould never do so, if we would only 
heed Ria little wnrnings. Let us learn to pull our
selves up at the /frat word, and wo shall never need 
the rod. 
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The Lord•s Jealousy.-Tl1e Lord is not jealous 
of us, but jealous for us. " I am jealous for J eru
salem." ( Zech. i 14, viii. 2.) Jen.Ions lest anything 
camo near to harm it. "Then will the Lord be 
jealous for His land" (Joel ii. 18), and arise to 
deliver it from His enemies. 

It would be a terrible thing if the Lord were 
jealous of us; for jealousy demands compeµsation 
before it is satisfied; and we always come so sadly 
short of what we should be, or give to the Lord, 
that it would be impossible to make amends for 
the past, and therefore rest and confidence in His 
love could never be restored. 

But oh what cause for joy that He is jealous for

us! His compassions are stirred when He sees us 
oppressed with sin and coldness ; His affections are 
moved, and He comes forth for our help. "Now 
will I arise, saith the Lord." (Ps. xii. 5.) He may 
have to send trouble, but His object is blessing, 
blessing. He is grieved for us, and not angry imtlt

us ; and He uses His wisdom, love, and power, to 
free us from the evil which is weakening our souls, 
and destroying our joy. 

Isaiah lxiii. 13, 14.-If we ,vill cleave to Christ, 
He ,vill lead us in difficult paths as carefully as a 
man leads his horse down a steep mountain pathway. 
He will hold us up that we mo.y not slip; then let 
us rest awhile; then cnlm and sootho us; o.nd thon 
lead us on ngnin. Surely, surely wo muy trust Him, 
nnd need r cnr no ovil. 
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Isaiah Iv. 1.-Tho water of life i8 given freely, 
freely; we only have to ask and receive; but we 
must buy the wino and milk. True, we buy it 
without money and without price; still, the word 
buy, in1plies that we part with something for it; 
and so we do. We cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord and the cup of devils. (1 Cor. x. 21.) We 
must give up the devil's mi.."{ed ,vine-his deceitful 
and unsatisfying pleasures; if we would have the 
new wine of the kingdom-the joy of the Lord. 
So with the milk. If we would know the comforts 
of His loving sympathy, we must turn from our 
own self-sympathizing thoughts, and drink in His 
soothing and yet sanctifying words. 

Isaiah lx.i. 2, 3 teaches us the same truth. We 
buy beauty for ashes (things we once delighted in, 
but they have turned to ashes); the oil of joy for 
mourning ; and tqe garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness. 

Shortcomings.-N o c11ild ever learnt to write 
without making ma.ny ill-shapen letters; and we 
cannot bring forth the fruits of the Spirit without 
repeated efforts and many failures. It is painful to 
prove our weakness and folly; but the Lord does 
not expect perfection, and He is always pleased 
whenever we try to do His will. Indeed, He often 
says, "Well done," when we are greatly discouraged 
and disappointed with ourselves. He knows ho,v 

. 

difficult the path is, and, far from being o. hnrd 
�!aster, is always ready to help us. 
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The Holy Ghost mo.y be compared to the telCdcope 

-through which wo soo the unseen things ; tho
telephone-through which we hear the distant hear
venly sounds ; the phonograph-which makes the
written ·word of God a present living voice; the
pe1i-by which the word of God is written upon
our hearts ; the camera-by which the likeness of
Christ is stamped upon us ; and the golden pipe

through which the Lord Jesus pours down the
treasures of His love, and grace, and power, into our
hearts. Let us take heed lest we grieve the Holy
Spirit, and thus· lose these inestimable blessings.

The Holy Ghost is also given to us as our Teacher 
and Remembrancer. (John xiv. 26.) He always 
speaks through the written Word; but He cannot 
bring to our remembrance, what we have never heard 
or read ; so if we desire much of His teaching and 
leading, we must give ourselves time to read, and 
ponder over our Bibles. 

The Devil's Sieve.-"\Vhen we get into the devil's 
sieve, we see so much evil in ourselves, that we nre 
ready to sweep awny all our obedience and service 
for Christ as worthless. Ilut liis eye sees every 
precious thing (Job xxviii. 10); and He treasures 
up every loving thought und every effort to please 
IIim (Mal. iii. 16); nor will He suffe1· one grain of 
anything good to fall to the ground. The Lonl 
always encourages, ns well ns hurnblcs; nnd 
strengthens, evon when J[o reproves; but lho 
devil cithor puffs up, or depresses, or wcukons. 
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Psalm clii. 3 : " Who lwaleth all thy diseases." 
'fhe punishment of our sin has been borne by Christ, 
o.nd now our God looks upon the sin of His children 
as disease, and deals with it accordingly. His object 
is to cm·e, and not to punish. He may have to use 
the rod, eTen as a surg�on is sometimes obliged to 
use the lancet ; but He never docs it in anger. His 
pity and compassions are stirred for us, and however 
painful the sh·oke, it is the fruit of a deep, intense, 
and fervent love. He seeks to correct, to enrich, 
and bless ; to heal all our diseases ; and He is so 
wise, so gracious, and so kind, that He will never 
give one needless pain. If we did but believe and 
understand this blessed truth, how much an..,ciety 
and sorrow we should save ourselves ; and how easy 
we should find it to yield to the Lqrd, instead of 
fretting against Him. 

Isaiah Iii. 5 : " They that ?"'llle ove1· them make

them to howl.'' An indulged and cherished sin 
will make us howl. This is one of the Lord's ways 
of making us hate it. When we find pleasure in a 
sin, the Lord does not always insist upon our 
leaving it off, but often allows it to incrense a.nd 
grow, until we get so thoroughly under its power, 
that we actually howl under it. The sin itself 
becomes the rod, nnd so flogs us that we long to bo 
de)ivorcd from it. A murmuring spirit, for instunco, 
may be indn)ged to such a.n extent, thnt nll onr 
comforts and blessings nro om Littered by it, nnu 

our whole life becomes ono continunl misery. 
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lVlzy does the Lo,-d sonietimes withhold 11-id help 
from u,a in His se1·vice, when, we have rnost earnestly 

SOttght it 1 
Sometimes because self-sufficiency and self-sntis

faotion is secretly springing up ; and the Lord 
comes to our help, and lets us prove our own 
nothingness. Sometimes others may be thinking 
too much of the instrument, and it is good for 

them to see the power is in Christ, and not in us . 
.And sometimes the hearers are so hard and careless 
that the Lord is silent to them, and therefore we 

feel shorn of all our power, and can only mourn 
with Him over their cold indifference. Still we 
need not be discouraged. The work is His, and if 
we are true to Him, He will supply all needed 
grace and wisdom. 

An Act of Faith.-J ustification, cleansing, and 
the new birth are the results of an act of faith; 
but growing up into Christ is the gradual de
velopment of the life which He has imparted. 
That life can only be developed as it is nourishecl 
by continual abiding in Christ. The vigour of the 
new man depends upon this continual abiding. 

Colossians i 11 : "Strengthened with all might 
according to If is glorious power/' ,vhnt for 1 For 
some mighty service 1 No; but "unto all paliellcc 

an<l long1n1jjering with joyfulness." Joyful, long
sufforing pntieuco is tho richest fruit of tho gl'ontncss 
of His power. 
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A Broken Heart and a Broken Spirit.-" The 
mcrificcs of God n.ro n broken spi1it" (Ps. Ii. 17), 
nnu 110/ n brokon heart. A broken heart is tho 
fruit of our own self-will, or pride, or sin of some 
kind. ,v e will go our own wo.y, and reap a harvest 
of desperate grief and sorro,v, which breaks our 
hearts. lie will not despise a broken heart. He 
pities it, nnd loves to heal it (Ps. cxlvii. 3); but 
He dwells with the humble, contrite spirit. (Isa. 
1 vii. 15 ; b.:vi I, 2.) A broken spirit is a healed 
broken heart; whose self-will, self-dependence, and 
self-sufficiency are broken down ; and who, in felt 
helplessness, leans upon the Lord, and desires to do 
His ,vill He will lift up, revive, and strengthon 
such, and put new songs of joy into their mouths. 

Isaiah xlviii. 19.-" Peace as a river," widening 
and deepening as it flows on. "Righteous,ze.Js as 

the u·ai·es of the sea;" the fruits of righteousness 
follo,ving each other in an unceasing flow. The 
greater the storm, the larger the wav�s ; therefore, 
the greater the trial, the more o.bundo.nt fruit. 
This promise is conditional, and ,vill only be ful
filled to us when we hearken to His commandments. 
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