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PRE FACE. 

T
HOUGH the eighth chapter of the Epistle

to the Romans, like the fourteenth of 

the Gospel by John, is one ,vith ,vhich all 

,vho love the Word of God are familiar, 

its brilliant chain of reasoning never fails 

to draw forth our admiration and heighten 

our Joy. 

When its words are intermingled ,vith 

well - chosen ones from other portions of 

Scripture, and its blessed truths are con

firmed and enforced by expressions that 

com1nend themselves to ear and heart-as 

in this small volume-the spirit is refreshed, 

praise ascends to God, and the pilgrim path 

is pursued with quickened step; the Eternal 

Glory being brought more fully into vie,v. 

May this be the experience of each one 

who reads these pages. 

J. L. MACLEAN.



Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? 

Nay, in all these things we are 

MORE THAN CONQUERORS 

through Him that loved us. 

Romans viii. 35, 17· 

•
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0 UR Father, God Omnipotent,

The unsearchable I AM, 

\Ve sing to Thee before Thy throne, 

For Love is now Thy name. 

The holy Spirit teaches us 

Above all heav'ns to climb; 

Members of Christ, Thy well-belov'd, 

We pass the bounds of time. 

Thy saints are Thine inheritance, 

And we Thyself possess; 

We join with Christ, our chief in song. 

Thy holy name to bless. 

At Jesus' bidding heav'n and earth 

Shall melt and pass away; 

New hea v'ns and earth He shall create 

And bring eternal day. 

R. C. CHAPMAN.



MEDITATIONS 

ON THE 

EIGHTH EHAPTER OF ROMANS. 

I. 

NO CONDEMNATION. 

THE eighth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans for�s a grand conclusion to 

the first part of that wonderful epistle, and 
the word " therefore" must be regarded as 
connecting it, not so much with the immedi
ately preceding verses as ,vith the ,vhole of 
what has gone before, and especially with 
those passages which deal ,vith the great 
subject of our justification before God. It 
is not because "with the mind I myself 
serve the law of God ,, that I am freed 
from condemnation, but because Christ 
" was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification•• (ch. iv. 25). 

The apostle has clearly proved that Jew 
and Gentile are alike " under sin," and that 
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even for those who had been most favoured by 
having the oracles of God entrusted to them 
there could be no justification before Him on 
the ground of law, which could only give 
" the know ledge of sin," and confirm the 
sentence of condemnation. He has also 
set forth God's way of justification for all 
alike -who take their true place as sinners 
before Him, and shown ho,v, through the 
great propitiation, He can be "just, and the 
Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus " 
( ch. iii. 9-26). He has furt�er declared that 
as through the disobedience of Adam all who 
spring from him by natural generation were 
constituted sinners, so through the obedience 
of Christ all who are in Him, as the Head of 
a redeemed people, are constituted righteous 
(chap. v. 19). In chapter viii. we have the 
present and eternal results of the grace of 
God and the mighty work of" His own Son,, 
more fully set forth. 

The opeijing state1nent is absolute. "1"here 
is, therefore, now no condemnation to tbern 
which are in Christ Jesus."* It is not here 

• The lnltcr half of lhl1 vcnc la judged not to belong- to
the orl1rlnnl lc.xt of the cplatlc ; It ts fouud lo verse 4 1 ,vbcrc 
t hett la no question Q.boul It. 
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a question of our heart condemning us, as in 

I John iii. 21, or of what we still find within 

ourselves worthy of condemnation, and we 

must carefully distinguish between our sub

jective experience and what God declares to be 

our standing in Christ, to which our experience 

should increasingly be conformed. 

The one condition of freedom from con

demnation is being in Christ ]ssies. It is this 
that distinguishes, as ey a sharp line of de
marcation, those who are " of faith " from 
all the rest of the world. To belong to the 
family of the first Adam is to be in the sin 
and under the condemnation that came by 
him ; to be in Christ is to be like Noah in 
the ark, safe from judgment and in posses
sion of the righteousness which is by faith. 
The expression " in Christ Jesus " tells of 
personal, vital union with Him who has 
been raised from the dead. Dying for us on 

the Cross, Christ made an end of our con
demnation ,vhen I-le put away our sin, and 
now, united to Him and partakers of 1--Iis 
life, ,ve are as free from condemnation as 
Christ 1--Iimself. 

To be condemned is an a\vful thing I It 
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is solemn enough in a human court, but how 
much more solemn in the heavenly court of 
the righteous Judge of all. Yet every one 
11ot "in Christ" is "condemned already "; 
he is like a criminal under sentence, and only 
,vaiting for that sentence to be executed. 
Such was our condition by nature. What a 
change to pass from this state in to that of 
being freed from condemnation! Do we dwell 

upon this as we should? If, by the teaching 
of the Spirit of God, our mouths have been 
"stopped," and. we have owned ourselves 
"guilty before God" (ch. iii. r9), and God 
has in grace opened these lips that our mouths 
may show forth His praise (Psa1m Ii. 15), 
should we not so dwell upon this marvellous 
,vork of His grace that our "new song" may 
constantly become deeper and richer ? 

In verse 2 we are told how these blessings 
,vhich are bestowed through the death and 
resurrection of Christ become the possessed 
portion of each individual believer, and the 
apostle sets us an example of personal appli
cation by speaking in the first person, " For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
freed me from the law of sin and death.'' 
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The " law of sin " is that terrible power that 
is in us all by nature, and " the wages of sin 
is death," therefore it may well be called 
" the law of sin and death." Opposed to 
this is "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus," that new life which is imparted to us 
in regeneration by the Spirit of God. As 
God's great sentence of justification in His 
heavenly courts frees us from the co,u;lenzna

tion of sin, so this mighty operation of 
the Spirit of God, which is an evidence of 
our being in Christ and absolved from con
demnation, frees us from the dominion of sin. 
Only·once before in this epistle has the work 
of the Spirit in the believer been mentioned 
-as shedding abroad God's love in the heart;
but in chapter viii., where His gracious
ministry is a special theme, He is revealed
.as the One who first communicates life " in
Christ Jesus,'' and then takes up His abode
in believers as members of Christ. It is not
on the ground of deliverance that we are
justified, but justification leads to deliverance,
and the deliverance is really as complete as
the justification, though it may not yet be
so to our experience.
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But the basis of all-,vhether the justifica-· 

tion or the deliverance-is the sacrificial 

,vork of Christ, "For what the law could not 

do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 

God sending His own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh" (verse 3). The law was indeed 
strong to discover sin and condemn it, but it 
coald not lead either to justification or 
deliverance ; it was weak tlirozeg/1, tlia 11t1dit11rt

of tlte fies!,, having nothing to act upon but 

what was already " under sin," and there
fore under condemnation. But what was 

iinpossible to the law God accomplished in 

grace by sending His own Son. It was Goo's 

ow,: purpose of love, carried out by His own 

SoN, and as no creature could ever have 

devised such a work, so, even when the 

purpose was forn1ed, no creature could have 

carried it out. Can we be too often reminded 

of the true glory of Him who was thus sent 

by God? l:Je was the SoN before He was 

sent. Before any creature existed the SoN 

was with the FATHER in an unspeakab]e 

fellowship, shared by the Holy Spirit, and 

when, in lowliness, He stood among men 



NO CONDBJfNA1'10N. 15 

He could say, " I am fro11i Hini, and He settl 

Me." God sending II is ow11 S011 tells both 

of the greatness of the Father's love and 

the greatness of the work that had to be 

performed. Apart from God Himself there 

,vas no hope. Therefore the SoN was sent 

-not, indeed, in the external glory of God

head, but '' in the likeness of sinful flesh " ;
not in the likeness of flesh, for He truly '' be
came flesh," but in the likeness only of sinful

flesh, for He '' knew no sin."
The words "for sin'' (verse 3) are often 

used in the Septuagint (over fifty times in 
Leviticus) for the si11 offering, and it is clear 

that they here point to the sacrifice of Christ 
by which God "condemned sin in the flesh.'' 

He condemned sin-root as well as brancli
in Him, laying it to His account, that sin 

might not condemn us. He inflicted on it 
unsparing judgment that it should no longer 

have any claim on or dominion over those 

who are Christ's. 
The object of all this is" that the righteous 

requirement of the law might be fulfilled-in 
us, who walk not after the flesh but after 
the Spirit " (Yerse 4). " The righteous 
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requiren1ent of the law" is, in the first place, 
the death of Him ·who has broken it. This 
has been fulfilled in our case by the death of 
Him who perfectly kept the la,v, and then, 
as our Surety, died under its curse. Thus it 
is magnified and made honourable, and all 
its demands are fully satisfied. But in 
another sense the requirement of God's law 
is fulfilled in the believer ,v ho, though he 
could not present a faultless obedience that 
would find acceptance if he were '' under 
law," yet has, as the fruit of regeneration, a 
delight in God's law, as that which he desires 
in his very heart to fulfil, and po,ver to 
exercise that love ,vhich is its fulfilment. 

II. 

FLESH AND SPIRIT. 

THE standing description of those who 
are freed from the law of sin and 

death by the law of the Spirit of Life in 
Christ Jesus, and in whom the righteous 
requirement of God's law is fulfilled, is that 
they "1valk 11-ot after the flesh, but aftet tAe
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Spirit'' (Rom. viii. 4). The word "walk,. 

is common in Scripture to denote the bent 

of one's life, and it may well remind us that 

none of us is stationary ; ,ve are all moving 
on to one of two goals. A man's feelings, 

desires, and actions are the outcome of what 

he is, "for they that are after tha flesh do 

mind the things of the flesh, and they that 
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit" 

(verse 5). The "flesh" here denotes that 
principle of moral evil which rules in the 
heart of fallen man, and is only overcome in 
those who are born of the Spirit, and led by 

Him. Thus the whole world is divided into 
two classes-those who being still in their 

natural state " are after the flesh,'' and 
under the controlling influence of the flesh, 

and those who being born of God '' are after 
the Spirit,'' and are ruled and guided by the 
Spirit who dwells in them. 

To " mind " signifies to be engrossed or 
taken up with something as the object of 
desire or pursuit. " The things of the flesh ,. 
are not limited to what is gross and debasing. 
Human philosophy and the highest intellec
tual attainments may be congenial pursuits of 

B 



18 FLESH AND SPIRIT. 

a mind that knows no subjection to God. 

Man may soar into the heavens, or search 

the depths of earth, and yet never think of 

honouring or even acknowledging Him who 

created both. The apostle Paul, ,vhen 

taught of God, reckoned all his attainments 

in religion even, as "things of the :flesh," 
which hindered his lmowledge of Christ 
(Phil. iii. 4•7). So in the present day it is 

possible to practice any form of religion, from 

the highest ceremonial downward, yea, even 

to profess to own no Name but that of Christ, 

and yet only to be and to walk '' after the 

flesh." 

"The things of the Spirit" are those things 
of the Father and the Son which the Spirit 

delights to unfold,, (John xvi. I 4, I 5), " those

things which are above," the heavenly 

ministry of our Lord, and the things He has 

in store for His own, as well as the grace, low

liness, and obedience of His life on earth in 

,vhich we are called to follow Him. These 

are the things on which those who are after 
the Spirit set their mind or affection, as ex
horted in Colossians iii. 2.

If the dividing line is thus clear and de-
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:finite, the result also is equally marked, "for 
{to have) the mind of the flesh is death; but 
{to have) the mind of the Spirit is life and 
jtaci,, (ver. 6). "The mind of the flesh is 

.dtath" - a present condition of spiritual 

,death, unholiness, and alienation from God, 

leading todeath eternal-because it is" enmity 
.against God," the Giver of life; it "is 
not subject to the la,v of God, neither indeed 
�an be.'' It is a simple impossibility for an 
unregenerate person to be subject to God, 
for the mind is in a state of actual hostility 
to Him·; "so then they that are in the flesh 
.cannot please God." They are " children of 
-disobedience," and the principle of obedience 
being absent, there is neither desire nor 
.ability to please Him. 

" But the mind of the Spirit ''-the state 
-of mind produced by the Spirit-" is ltfe and
jeace.'; The Spirit by revealing Christ to
;the soul imparts life, and by still unfold
ing I--Iim, gives us to know that life in in
creasing fulness (John x. ro), till ,ve prove
its power in resurrection glory. And with
life come! peace-" peace ,vith God" as the fruit
,of justification, and an ever-gro,ving peace
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as we learn in fuller measure to trust in God, 
and have our minds stayed upon Him (Isa. 
xxvi. 3), while we press onward to the un
disturbed and everlasting peace in His pre
sence above.

The solemnity of these truths is perhaps 
little felt. Men think that training and edu
cation are improving human nature; but the
question is, Do they lead to pleasi11g God? 
We are slow to learn that nothing can 
enable anyone to do this but the impartation 
of a new life, with its holy desires and as
pirations. It is by diligent meditation on 
such words as these that we may more per
fectly learn ,vhat w, were, and what is the
true state of all who are not '' in Christ 
Jesus;" and surely if these truths are thus 
brought before us as children of God it is 
that we may be led to a deeper sense of the 
grace that has made us what we are, and may 
also have the heart of compassion toward� 
those who know not the "life and peace'' 
which the Gospel brings. 

The question may be asked, Is man 
responsible for that which is beyond his 
power ? Hence it is well to remember that 
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our inability to please God is entirely owing 

to our utterly sinful nature, the owning of 

which is the first step towards deliverance. 

But this is just what we are not ready to own. 

We may at times think of the future and the 

unseen, and how we may escape the conse

quences of the wrong things we do; but, in

stead of turning to God, we shape our efforts 

-according to our own thoughts, which are 

quite contrary to His. If, however, we 

.accept God's testimony as to our condition, 

and believe that we are so sinful and help

less that we " cannot please God," we shall 

not rest till we find deliverance. Though 

Satan, working through the flesh, may exer

cise great power over those who are within 

the sphere of his dominion, he cannot keep 
.anyone from Christ who is determined to 

seek Him, and the feeblest acknowledgment 

-0f sinfulness before God, if only it be true, is 

-a turning into the pathway of " life and 

peace," for it brings the mighty and willing 

Saviour to the rescue. 
Between such an act on the part of the 

sinner and the gracious operation of the 
Spirit of God we cannot distinguish, for they 
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go together, and the Spirit who shows the. 
sinner his need glorifies Christ by revealing 
Him as the Saviour of the lost. To all who

,.

however feebly, know Him thus, it can be
said, " But ye are not in the flesh, but in the 

Spirit, if so be the Spirit of God dwell in 
you" (ver. g). All who are" in Christ Jesus'' 

are "in the Spirit." vVherever the Spirit 

of God has ,vrought in regenerating grace 

I-Ie takes up his abode, and the thorough 

change experienced by the believer, and 

rrtanifested to others, gives the assurance of 
his having " passed from death unto life.'" 

This is the decisive test, for "if any man 

have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 

I�is." This does not mean what men of ten 

call a " Christian spirit,'' or disposition, but 

the ind,velling of the Holy Spirit. In the. 

next verse we read, " If Christ be in you," 

showing that ,vhere the Spirit d,vells as the 

Teacher and Guide, there Christ dwells as. 

the willing and welcome Guest. 

How searching are these words I Whilst 

many, with no profession of anything higher, 

,valk "after the flesh,'' many take the place

of being Christians and yet give no evidence-
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that they really know the grace and power 
of the Spirit of God and the Christ whom 
He reveals. The Spirit ever exalts Christ, 
and puts honour upon the Holy Scriptures 
which testify of Him. There may be much 
dealing with the Scriptures in an intellectual 
manner, or the practice of much ceremonial
ism after the precepts of traditional Chris
tianity, without "the Spirit of Christ''; but 
it still remains true that "if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." 

III. 

DEATH �ND LIFE. 

IN every one whom the Holy Spirit re-
generates He dwells as "the Spirit of 

Christ" (Rom. viii. 9), to reveal in ever• 
increasing measure the fulness and precious
ness of Christ, and to lead the willing disciple 
in the pathway of obedience which is well
pleasing to God. The body of the believer 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit and the 
habitation of Christ. 

If it were not for the strange things so 
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often taught and received, through lack of 

attention to the Scriptures, it would not be 

necessary to point out that the body (verse 

10) is not said to be dead because Christ is

in us, but " because of sin," and this is a

proof that it is not "the flesh" or "sin" that

is meant, but our natural body. The meaning

of the verse is, " If Christ be in you ... the

spirit is life because of righteousness," though

it is indeed true that "the body is dead

because of sin." By nature we were altogether

"dead in trespasses and sins"; we have now

been '' quickened together with Christ," but

His life which animates our spirits has not

yet asserted its power over our bodies. By

reason of the presence of sin the body is

dead, but by reason of the possession of

righteousness-first as imputed, and then as

the very characteristic of the life that has

been imparted-" the spirit is life." Ho,v

full are the expressions of Scripture I As

elsewhere it is said, not simply, Ye have light,

but, " Ye are light in the �ord," so here it is

not only that we leave life, but, " the Spirit is

life.,, This, of course, is the believer's spirit,

as distinct from the I-Ioly Spirit, ,vho is
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again named in verse r I, " But if the Spirit 

of Hin1 that raised up Jesus from the dead 

dwell in you, I-Ie that raised up Christ from 

the dead shall quicken also your mortal 

bodies by* His Spirit that dwelleth in you." 

The change from "Jesus" to " Christ " here 

is full of significance. That God " raised 

up Jesus" ,vas the earliest testimony of the 

Gospel, and is part of its fundamental truth. 

But God raised Him as " the Christ," "the 

Head of the Body, the Church," and this is 
the pledge that the " mortal bodies " of all 

His members shall be quickened. The word 

''quicken" takes in those who ,vill be still 

waiting when the Lord comes, as well as 

those who shall have fallen asleep, and, in

deed, seems designed to keep our thoughts 

upon His coming. "The Spirit is life'' now; 

the body will be quickened when He comes, 

and then we shall indeed know the fulness 

and power of life, for " there shall be no 

more death." 

"Therefore, brethren "-because we have 

l>een freed from condemnation, and freed 
from " the law of sin and death," and are no 

• Or, bl'ca11H -1,· ll le doubtful whlch 11 lhc corr«lttndlng.
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longer cc in tho flesh,'' but " in tho Spirit " -
u wo are debtors, not to the flesh, to live a.ft or 
the flesh" (verse 12). Our debt to the 
flesh has been annulled; it has no claim 
upon us; it may 111ake a claim, but it cannot 
e11force it, and we cannot allow its claim 
without practically ignoring for the time the 
great deliverance wrought for us at such a 
cost (verse 3). "We are debtors " indeed, 
but it is to Him who has Joosed our bonds 
and made us" the servants of righteousness"; 
who has " freed us from our sins by His own 
blood," that ,ve, as delivered ones, "might 
serve Him ,vithout fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before Him all our days." 

Solemn is the word of warning that fol
lows: "For if ye live after the flesh ye shall 
die." The Spirit of God often Jed the apostles 
to write such testing ,vords to those who 
took the place of disciples of Christ. Doubt
less they were needed then, but He also 
foresaw that in the course of centuries many 
would name the Name of the Lord without 
departing from iniquity, n.nd under tho "/or,11 
of godliness" still live" after tho flesh.'' l·Ie 
foresaw, too, ho,v mnny would bo induc�d 
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to seek the mortification of the flesh in ways 
that only pamper it and minister to pride, 

hence the word," But if ye, through the Spirit, 

do mortify the deeds of the body ye shall 

live" (verse 13). This ·is the pathway of 

faith, and there are no other means of truly 

mortifying the flesh. Men and women may 

shut then1selves up in monasteries and con

vents, but they carry " the flesh '' ,vith them, 
and cannot overcome it. As it is only by 
the death of Christ that we are redeemed 
from SIN, so it is only by the grace and power 
of the Holy Spirit that sin can be overcome. 

The mortifying of the deeds of the body is 

the life-long business of the believer. The 

delusion that sin may be expelled from the 

mortal body while we are here below is not 
a harmless one. Sin is present to the end of 

our pilgrimage, and ever calls for determined 

resistance, and of all the sins through which 

the heart may be hardened and the conscience 

deadened perhaps the most delusive is the 

sin of pride and self-complacency, springing 
from fancied attainment in the ,vay of getting 
rid of sin, for "if we say that we have no 

sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
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in us." Conflict to the end will be the por

tion of those whose aim is to "please God" 

in all things, and who seek nothing less than 

full and unreserved obedience to all His holy 

,vill as declared in His Word. 

There are, indeed, no limits to the victory 

over sin which the Spirit of God can give us. 

As a departed brother used to say, " There 

is no sin which the blood of Christ cannot 

cleanse, and there is no sin which the Spirit 

of God cannot conquer." But if we desire 

this victory we must not be careless about 

what would hinder it. We cannot get beyond 

the tempter's reach, therefore wemust "watch 

and pray" that we "enter not into temptation.,, 

If we would overcome temptation there must 

be the abstaining from ":fleshly desires," and 

a closing of the eyes and ears to much that 

would attract our attention, especially in the 

literature and teaching of the day. It is by 

means of these things that Satan of ten reaches 

some whom temptation to grosser evils ,vould 

not affect. I-le well knows the tendency and 

the weakness of each one of us, and can adapt 

his temptations to each. I-Ience· the need of 

watchfulness that ,ve may discern the snare, 
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as ,veil as prayer that we may have grace and 

,visdom to avoid it. 

There are no short cuts to holiness, and it 

becomes us to be continually exercised before 

God as to our growtli in spirituality of mind, 

and to consider carefully what may foster and 

,vhat may hinder this. The secret of growth 

in spirituality is the diligent use of the vVord 

of God, worship, and prayer, and specially 

meditation on the sufferings and death of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, which ,vill lead to lowli

ness of spirit and exercise of conscience 

touching what is acceptable to God and what 

is not. Let us not evade the fact that the 

ct1ltivation of " the mind of the Spirit " rests 

v1ith ourselves, though it is only by His own 

grace that progress is made. The haste of 
the present time, ,vhich affects us even in 

the service of God as well as in all other 

ways, is not conducive to that quiet con1-

munion with God whicli is the secret of 

growth. But in spite of all difficulties we 

may, if we ,vill, prove the sufficiency of the 

1-Ioly Spirit to enable us to "mortify the 

deeds of tho body" anc.l so " bring forth fruit 

unto God." 
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IV, 

CHILDREN AND HEIRS. 

HAVING strongly brought out the con-
trast between those who "are after 

the :flesh," and those who "are after the 

Spirit," the apostle introduces a ne,v aspect 
of the subject by the statement, " For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God they are 
the sons of God,, (Rom. viii. 14). The word 

"they" is emphatic, and still keeps up the 

contrast, while it forcibly asserts the high 
dignity of those whom it includes. 

This great truth of God as to the sonship 

of believers is opposed by hvo systems of 
false teaching. There are those '\Vho assert 
that all men at'e sons of God by creation, 
while others as confidently affirm that whereas 
by nature we are children of wrath, we may 
be tnade '' children of God " by baptism. 
The upholders of either of these doctrines 
would deny that any can only become God's 
children by the regenerating grace and 
power of the Holy Spirit, while the adherents 
of both entirely fail to understand the true 
dignity of that heavenly relationship. 
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Being "led by the Spirit,, does not make 
us sons, but it is the evidence that we are 
sons. It is by receiving Christ that we be
come God's children, for from such a recep
tion of Him, by believing on His name, new 
birth is inseparable (John i. r2, r3). This 
blessed relationship originated in the sove
reign will and grace of God, who "predes
tinated us to the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to Himself" (Eph. i. 5), and its 
basis is redemption, as is clearly set forth in 
Galatians iv. 4, 5 : ,i When the fulness of 
the time was con1e God sent forth His Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that "\Vere under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption of sons.... So 
in this Epistle to the Romans the apostle 
:first deals with man's condition as a sinner 
and his need of righteousness; he then shows 
how righteousness reaches us through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, and it is 
.only when he expatiates on the glorious 
results of justification that ,ve find the blessed 
truth: " Ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again unto fear ; but ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption [ or sonship ], 
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whereby we cry, Abba, Father" (verse I 5). 
It is through the atoning death of" His own 
Son " that God brings "many sons" to glory. 

Our relationship to God is expressed by 
two words, son and cltild-the first indicating 
its dignity, and the second its reality. What 
can more fully declare the dignity of our 
position than the statement that Christ, the 
glorious Son of God, is not ashamed to call 
us brethren (Heb. ii. I 1)? His words to 
Mary teach us that we stand in the same 
relationship as Himself to the Father: "Go 
to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 
unto My Father and your Father, and to• 
My God and your God.'' Yet we would 
never forget the fact that He was from 
eternity the Son of God ( and that in a sense 
in which no creature can be), while with us. 
sonship begins in time, and is of grace alone. 

In verse 16 the apostle uses the word 
" childre11, of God " to express the reality of 
a birth relationship. This is most fully 
brought out in the writings of the Apostle 
John. The Lord's words to Nicodemus, 
declaring the absolute necessity of regenera
tion for entrance into God's kingdom, carry in 
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them the proof that every one who finds a 

place in that glorious kingdom is "horn from 

above," and thus made God's child. It is 
upon this truth that the beloved disciple 

dwells so forcibly in his first epistle, when he 

declares that it is a present as well as a real 

relationship-" Beloved, no,v are we children 
of God "-and those who are brought into it 
are distinguished from the rest of the world 
in that their course is one of righteousness 
and not of lawlessness. 

It is a ,vonderful thing for a child of Adam, 
once a sinner by nature and practice, to be 
able in calmness and peace to look up to 
God, and in sincerity and truth utter the 
holy word " FATHER." Many repeat the 
words "Our Father" in a formal way, but 
He who could distinguish the needy woman's 
touch of faith from the jostling of the multi
tude discerns the true utterance that comes 
from any heart. 

Of this relationship the Holy Spirit is the 
great Witness: " The Spirit Himself beareth 
witness with [or to] our spirit that we are the 
children of God" (verse 16). By revealing 
Christ to our hearts; by strengthening our 

C 
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desires to,vards 1-Iim; by giving us delight in 
the Holy Scriptures, which testify of Him; by 

leading out our hearts to God in prayer and 

,vorship; by enabling us to trust in God in 

times of trial and difficulty, and to find our 
rest in Him in seasons of sorrow and afflic
tion; by leading us in the way of truth and 
in the path of obedience, with the desire to 
glorify God in all ,ve do-in these and other 
ways the Spirit of God. witnesses to us of 
our ne,v birth. To be able to address God 
as our Father, ,vith the knowledge that all 
that hindered access to Himself has been re
moved by the Cross of Christ, is itself an 
evidence of being" led by the Spirit of God." 

God's childreu are also God's heirs: "If 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ." The first and chief 
inheritance of Christ is God Himself
" Jehovah is the portion of Mine inheritance 

and of My cup," and in this it is our privilege 
to find fellowship with Him. We are" heir5 
of God," for He himself is our everlasting 
portion, and this is the guarantee of our 
eternal bliss. We nre "joint-heirs ,vith 

Christ," for we share with Him that ,vealth 
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of the Father's love of which He is the 

supreme object, and He will share with us 

all those things which, in token of His love, 
the Father hath given "into His hand ,

,

{John iii. 35); yea, He will give a seat on· 

His o,vn throne to those ,vho by faith over

come the world which He himself overcame. 

But to this glory the appointed pathway 

is that of suffering: " If so be that we suffer 
with Him, that ,ve may be also glorified 
together " ( verse 17 ). The character of this 
suffering is that it is " with Him," therefore 
we find it in resisting ,vhat is contrary to Him, 
whether around us or within us, and in the 
.endurance called for in the path of service to 

Him. Outward persecution is not every

where violent, though they that " are after 
the Spirit " are ever opposed by those who 
"are after the flesh,,; but full obedience and 
true service will call for self-denial in many 

ways. 
The apostle knew much of suffering for 

Christ (Acts ix. 16; 2 Cor. xi. 23-33), but 

God was pleased to give him a glimpse of 

-much of the glory awaiting him (2 Cor. xii.
1 4), and thus he ,vas able to compare one
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with the other. Yet in another, sense he 

was not able to do this; for as he sought to 

measure the one by the other, he felt that, in 

the light of the coming glory, his sufferings,.

real as they were, sank into insignificance. 

That glory is set before us, and if only we 

accustom ourselves to look at the things 

which are unseen and eternal, we too shall 

be able to endorse his conclusion-" For I 

reckon that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worthy to be compared with 

the glory that shall be revealed in us," or 
"nto us-the glory that shall soon break 

upon our vision, not only that of our own 

state, hut of all our surroundings. 

v. 

BONDAGE AND DELIVERANCE. 

H
AVING spoken of the glory awaiting

the children of God, whose proper 

pathway here below is one of suffering with 

Christ (Rom. viii. 17, 18), the apostle de

clares that " the earnest expectation of the 
creature Vlfaiteth for the manifestation of the 
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sons of God '' (verse 1 g ). The word rendered 

creature should throughout these verses be 

creation; it has reference to the whole terres

trial creation, and embraces all that was 

placed under the dominion of man at the 

beginning. The words "in ltope" should be 

connected with verse 19, the rest of verse 20

being read as a parenthesis. 

The solemn parenthetical statement re

minds us that, though at the first "God saw 
everything He bad made, and behold it was 
very good," it fell, through the sin of its 

head-Adam-into its present state of cor
ruption and disorder. How beautiful must 

creation have been when God pronounced 

His " :finished'' work " very good '' ! As 

Dr. Winslow says : " We read of no blight 
resting on the material world, of no suffering 

in the brute creation, prior to the period of 
Adam's transgression. The winds blew not 

rudely then, the verdure withered and died 

not then, the flowers drooped and faded not 
then. There were no tornadoes, no earth
quakes, no volcanoes, no electric clouds. 
Innocence and happiness reigned over the 
irrational creation. There was nothing to 
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darken, to hurt, or destroy.'' Angels could 

delight in the work of God's hands U ob 

xxxviii. 7), and God Himself could take

pleasure in visiting and speaking ,vith the

n1an who1n He had formed in His o,vn

image and constituted the head of all things

here below.

But that fair creation soon became " sub

ject to vanity.'' How expressive is the word 

vanity! Look at a fruit tree in early spring, 

full of blossoms and the promise of fruit. 

Suddenly a biting frost cuts the blossoms ; 

the tree for the season becomes barren, and 

fails to answer the end for which it exists. Such 

is the present condition of creation as a whole. 

The question, How came this to pass? is 

answered in the verse before us. It was 

"not willingly "-not by its own will or 

choice, not through any inherent principle 

of decay-but " by reason of him who sub

jected it,'' that is, through the sin of bun 

who was its head, and in who1n, by the 

appointment of God,.it stood or fell. In the 

words of Dr. Ellicott, " Nian's sin·, yea, one 

man's sin, cast all this shadow on creation'': 

" sin was such that it spread over a ,vbolc 
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creation, marred the harmonies of a world, 

pervaded the substance and the produce of a 

fruitful earth, entered into all the varied 

realms of ani1nal life '' ; and again, " I do 

not doubt that the counter-law, by which 

the whole creation has been made subject to 

vanity, is to be referred to no other epoch 

than the fall of man."* It is the effect of 

that fall that we see on every hand, and hear 
in the groaning of " the whole creation." 

" Cursed is the ground for thy sake " was the 
solemn sentence of the Creator, and under 
that curse "the whole creation groaneth 

and tra vaileth in pain together until now '' 

(verse 22). 

But there is a "hope,'' for the fulfilment of 

which '' the earnest ,�pectation of creation 

waiteth." The word rendered "earnest ex

pectation '' means a straining forward with 

outstretched neck, and expresses the attitude 

of one who is eagerly ,vatching for some

thing. Thus, by a bold and beautiful figure, 

creation is represented as looking for the 

• I purposely quote the words of some who cnn ecn.rccly
be charged with ignorance of scicnllfic rescnrchcs, &c., nud 
am thankful to find the cxpresi,ion of such regard for the: 
teaching of Scrlpturc on th IA solemn ,;ubje<:t. 
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revelation of the now hidden glory of '' the 
sons of God," in eager expectation of its own 
deliverance from "the bondage of corrup
tion into the glorious liberty of the children 

of God " (verse 21 ). That hope will be ful
filled, for creation "shall be delivered.'' It 
shall be freed from its bondage, delivered 
from its vanity, and its liberty will answer 
to that of God's children, being· consequent 

upon their manifestation. Of this there will

be a great foretaste in the millennial king

dom of our Lord, especially in the land of 

Israel- God's " holy mountain "-which 
" shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea," and in which 
nothing "shall hurt nor destroy.'' Then 
shall the word be fulfilled : " Ye shall go out 
with joy, and be led forth with peace : the 
mountains and the hills shall break forth 
be£ ore you in to singing, and all the trees of 
the field shall clap their hands. Instead of 
the thorn shall come up the :fig tree, and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle 
tree, and it shall be to the Lord for a name, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 

off" (Isa. xi. g; lv. 12, 13). 
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Yet for the full realisation of this hope we 

must look forward to the cc new earth.'' Only 

when " there shall be no more death '' and cc no 

more cu,sa ,. will all traces of vanity be for ever 
• blotted out, and creation be worthy of its

appointed Head. That Head is CHRIST.

He is " the last Adam," of whom " the first

man Adam 
,
, ,vas a type. " In the begin

ning God created the heaven and the earth, 0 

and, when He had fashioned all things, He
"formed 1na11 of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,''

and constituted him the head and ruler of

all things on earth. But instead of main
taining his place of dominion by continuing

in subjection to God, he yielded to tempta
tion, and by his disobedie1ice brought in death

and disorder.

In due time He who once cc spake and it 

,vas done,'' will declare from His throne, "Be

hold, I make all things new'' (Rev. xxi. 5). 

But this time the order is reversed, for He 

who is " the Beginning of the creation of 
God," as ,vell as its Head, has given full 
evidence of 1-Iis subjection to the ,v�ll 
of God by obedience even unto death ; He 
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no,v lives in resurrection glory at God's 
right hand, and ,vill never fail to make His 
dominion over all things contribute to the 
_glory of God (John xvii. 1). By unfallen
hosts, as well as by all His redeemed, He is

already owned as fully ,vorth y of the high

position He fills and of the glory that must 
ever be His. He who "endured the Cross" 
'\\1ill " bear the glory,'' and the new creation, 
which will owe its stability to His Cross, 
will never cease to be worthy of the descrip
tion that tells of unfailing blessedness
" tlu creati-on of GOD."

V[. 

SAVED IN HOPE. 

HAVING dwelt upon the bondage, the 
groaning, and the hope of "the whole 

creation," the apostle goes on to speak of our

groaning and our hope : "And not only they, 
but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body" (Rom. viii. 23).
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The Holy Spirit, ,vho dwells in the believer, 

is the firstfruits an<l pledge of all future 

blessedness, and He gives us the earnest 

and foretaste thereof in present communion 

,vith God, thus causing us to feel the 

,veight of that which hinders our full enjoy

n1ent of it. It is not therefore the one who 

knows least of the fello,vship of the Spirit 
,vho experiences most of the groaning. Self

satisfaction with the idea of being " filled 

,vith the Spirit " is no evidence of His 
gracious working in the heart. The first

fruit of His ministry is poverty of spirit 

(Matt. v. 3), or in other words, "a broken 

and a contrite heart," with which He imparts 

true joy in the Lord. But the deeper our 

joy becomes as the result of the Spirit's 

revealing of Christ to us, and showing us 

"the things to come,,, the greater will be our 

sense of inability to fully enter into our 

ble�sings, whether present or future, and the 

deeper our groan of longing for the possession 

of what God bas in store for us. 
This is described as "sonship," and the 

explanation is" the redemption of our body." 
In one blessed sen�e the body is already 
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redeemed, for the price of redemption has 

been paid ; but " the purchased possession " 

has not yet been claimed by Him to whom 

it belongs. When the appointed moment 

comes He will change our body of h umilia

tion, so that it shall be conformed to the 

body of His glory; this will be redemption 

by power. The full and true glory of" son

ship" we cannot kno\v while in mortal bodies, 

or even in a disembodied state. The blessed

ness of this wonderful relationship to God is 

doubtless more fully entered into in the "far 

better " condition of those who are with 

Christ, for they are freed from many of the 

hindrances of ,vhich we are painfully con

scious, but nothing less than the redemption 

of the body can put them or us into possession 

of "sonship" in its fulness. The Apostle 

Paul, indeed, spoke of his approaching death 

at the hands of the executioner as his "release"

(2 Tim. iv. 6, Gk.), but it is not his teaching, 

nor the teaching of any part of Scripture, 

that being released from the body is the 

f1tllest liberty ; it is only when the body itself 

is released from the bondage of corruption 

that the children of God can truly attain 
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their "glorious liberty," and then will follow 

their manifestation. 

"For in this hope we were saved" more 

truly expresses the meaning of verse 24. 

The changeableness of all things below is 

often very apparent in a degeneracy in the 

use of words, and few words are more mis

used than the word hope. "I hope" generally 

carries in it the meaning " I am not sure," 

and in the things of God people have got so 

accustomed to this use of it as to settle down 

with the idea that_ we cannot be certain about 

anything, but must do our best, and hope all 

\\rill be well in the end. Yet the word by 

derivation and in its early use signified, 

"To expect, with pleasurable anticipations" 

(Ogilvie), and a careful consideration of its 

use in Scripture shows that so far from ex

pressing 1-,ncertainty, it implies the highest 

degree of certainty, for it denotes nothing 

less than the confide11t expectation of wliat Goa 

has promised. The figure used in Hebrews vi., 

"Which hope we have as an anclior of the 

soul, both sure and stedfast," is very expressive; 

but even if we confine ourselves to this 

epistle, the teaching is plain. The word hop,-
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is not used (except ,vith reference to Abra
ham) until the question of j,tstijicatio11 is 
settled. u Being justified by faith, we have 

peace ,vith God, . . . and rejoice in hope of 

the glory of God" (chapter v. 1, 2). In 

chapter xii. ,ve read u rejoicing in hope," 

and in chapter xv. the apostle first declares 
that hope is the fruit of the patience and 
consolation 1ninistered by the Scriptures, 

and then prays, " N o,v the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, 

that ye may abound in hope, through the 

power of the Holy Ghost." "We were 
saved" when we received the Gospel, but 

the fulness of that salvation ,vas still a matter 
of hope, and now is nearer than when \Ve 
believed (Rom. xiii. 11 ). 

Thus hope is never set in contrast ,vith 
,vhat is certa,�n, but simply ,vith ,,,hat is seetJ,

reaching forward by its very nature to what 
is out of sight, for " hope that is seen is not 
hope : for what a man seeth, why doth he 
yet hope for ? " As one has said, " We do 

not yet realise our heaven, but we hope for 

it; we do not yet see Jesus, but ,ve hope to 
see 1-Iim ; we do not yet exult in our emnn-
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cipation from corruption, but we liope to be 
free ; we do not yet drink of the river of 
God's pleasures, but we hope to." " But," 

adds the apostle, " if we hope for that we 

see not, then do we with patience [or en
durance] wait for it." The word used 
throughout this passage for waiting expresses 
intensity of expectation. Ardent desire is 

not impatience, and an "expected end " en
-courages to endurance during the time of 
,vaiting. It is because our " hope ,, is ·so 
-certain and definite that it becomes a purify
ing power, for if there be a growing know
ledge of what awaits us, the heart must 
-surely go out towards it ,vith such intense 
desire as shall make us truly diligent in 

.seeking to be now in life and conduct what 
we shall tlien be in every sense (1 John iii. 3). 

And as ,ve reach forward to the full 

-realisation of what "redemption ,, is, and
seek to turn our hope into prayer, ,ve have 
.a mighty Helper: " Likewise the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmity.,, The word "like-
wise" means in addition to all that has 
been said of the gracious ,vork of the Holy 
.Spirit in this chapter. Ho imparts life 
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(Yerse 3), d\vells in us (9, 11), leads us (14), 
enables us to mortify the deeds of the body 

(13), teaches us to cry in truth, "Abba, 
Father., ( r 5), and, now it is added, "maketh 

intercession for us" (26). 

"We know not what we should pray for 

as ,ve ought." Subjects for prayer are indeed 

abundantly found in our circumstances and 

around us, and yet do we not often feel that 

,ve do not quite know what to ask for? 

Even such a man of prayer as the apostle 

once made a mistake in asking that a gift of 

God might be taken away (2 Cor. xii. 8); 

but behind those requests of his lips the 

Lord read the true desires of his heart
,.

wrought by the Holy Spirit, and answered 

the11t rather than the actual petition. But 

the special reference here doubtless is to the 

great prospects set forth in the preceding 

verses, and if we so feebly comprehend them, 

how shall we put our desires for them into• 

words? When we are thus conscious of our 

inability to express ourselves before God it 
is a comfort to be assured that our unutter
able g-roanings are fully understood by Him: 
"He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what 
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is the mind of the Spirit," and with Him 
there can never be any 1nistalle1t desires, for 
it is "according to God'' that "He maketh 
intercession for saints." Shall we not then 
seek to kno,v more of walking " in the 
Spirit," and being led by Him, that we may 
have more of the consolation which the 
knowledge of His intercession ,vithin us 
must bring? 

V"II. 

ALL THINGS ,voRKING FOR GOOD. 
THE connecting links of Scripture are 

sometimes overlooked, and thus, while 
much is gained from two statements, much 
is lost by not observing the link between 
them. It is very blessed to enter into the 
truth expressed in these words, " We know 
that all thin�s work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to His purpose " ; and the 
,vords which follow are also very blessed, 
"Whom He did foreknow, He also did pre
destinate to be conformed to the image of 

D 
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1-Iis Son " (Ro1n. viii. 28, 29) ; but it is only 
,vhen due emphasis is laid on the "FOR "

the link that binds these two truths together 
-that we feel the force and beauty of the
whole. vVe are thus taught to compare
God's ways with " His own Son/' and His
ways with the " many sons'' whom He is
bringing into fellowship with Him, and we

learn that God has a purpose to accomplish,

towards the carrying out of which the powers

of earth and hell must-whether willing or

unwilling-be subservient.

We see this in the case of the Lord Him
self. It was the design of God to lead Him 

by the pathway of suffering to that high 

position of dignity and glory which He now 

fills; '' for it became Him, for whom are all 

things, and by w horn are all things, in 

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 

Captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings" (Heb. ii. 10). And while Judas 

and Caiaphas and Pilate, and all who took 

part in the crucifixion of the Lord of glory, 

were doing their own will, and seeking their 

own ends, they were but the instruments of 

carrying out God's purpose. This was 
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-equally true of Satan, ,vho led them on to

murder Him ,vhom by temptation he could

-never overcome ; and it ,vill be no small

part of his eternal shame, and the eternal

-shame of all the enemies of the Lord, to

discover that, not simply in spite of their

-opposition, but by means of that opposition,

.•God has fulfilled His own counsels.

But that which is true in the case of the 

Lord is also true of those who are His. It 
ahvays has been so, and will be so to the end. 

Whatever comes to the child of God, whether 
directly from the hand of God or, by His per

.mission, from Satan, is sent or allo\ved ,vith 

the one definite aim of conforming him in 

heart and spirit to the blessed One unto ,vhom 

he will soon be perfectly conformed, even in 

body as well as spirit, for ever. 

We should also mark the word together. 

On this Dr. Winslow remarks : " 0 bserve 

the unity of operation. They' work together,' 

not singly and separately, but conjointly . 

. Seldom does affliction come solitary and 
alone; the gentle wavelet upon the surface 
forebodes the agitation of the waters, and is 

often the precursor of the mountain billow. 
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Trace not the wisdom only, but the love of 

thy God, 0 child of suffering, in ordaining 

your path to heaven through 1nte&h tribulation. 

Single and alone, the good these trials were 

designed to convey ,vere but partially ac

complished, and the evil they were designed 

to meet but imperfectly cured. How would 

the adjustment, harmony, and symmetry of 

God's arrangement be destroyed if one dark 

dispensation were lacking of, perhaps, the 

many which hover upon our horizon! It is 

the combination of sound, the harmony of 

many and often discordant notes, that con

stitutes music. Oh, how imperfectly are we 

aware, not of the necessity of trial only, but 

of a plurality of trials, in order to wake from 

our lips the sweetest, loftiest anthem of 

praise to God I Thus it is that the most 

deeply tried believers are the most skilful 

and the most melodious choristers in God's 

Church. They sing the sweetest on earth, 

and they sing the loudest in heaven, who

are passing through, and who have come out 

of ' great tribulation'.'' 

This is often quoted" sliall work together,'' 

as though it had reference to future result 
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only; but the apostle speaks of an ever
present working: " All things are working 

together for good.'' While this is a great 
reality to faith, it is not evident to the eye of 
sense. When Jacob had lost Joseph, and 
Simeon was detained in Egypt, and the 

governor made the presence of Benjamin 

the condition of a further supply of corn, he 
exclaimed, " All these things are against 1n1 ; "

but when he reached the end of his course he 
could say, " The a1tgel which redeenied 1ne fro,n 

all evil." We can see that when he uttered 
his doleful complaint the things he lamented 
were really working together for his good. 
The lost son had been sent beforehand to 
save their lives by a great deliverance; the 
son retained in Egypt was kept as a link be
tween Joseph and his father, who mourned 

him as dead; and the demand that Benjamin 

should be taken was part of Joseph's wise 
scheme to bring about a desirable conclu

sion. All was working under the hand of 
Him who " called for a famine,, to fulfil His 
purpose of taking Israel to Egypt and keep
ing them separate from the nations that He 
might truly bless thenl. 
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So with Joseph. He had cc anguish of 

soul" ,vhen he ,vas sold by his brethren ; 

and when, under a false accusation, he was 

cast into prison it is expressly said (accord

ing to the old version of Psalm cv.), "the 

iron entered into his soul." When the chief 

butler, to whom he had showed kindness, 

and from whose intercession he expected 

help, '' did not remember Joseph, but forgat 

him," it must have been another bitter in

gredient in his cup; but again we see how 

all ,vas ,vorking together to bring about the 

end God had in view-not merely the deli

verance which Joseph sought, but honour 

and service. 

We see "the end of the Lord'' in these 

things, as well as in I-Iis dealings with Job, 

and He has gracious! y given us these records 

of His ways, that ,ve 1nay so profit by them, 

and by all His words of promise, as to be 

able to say, " We know that all things ,vork 

together for good to them that love God.'' 

Through His grace ,ve can say, "We love 

Him because I-Ie first loved us " ; and in 

unchangeable love and infinite ,visdom He 
is ordering all for our good. The Apostle 
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Paul did not simply state this as a truth for 

the Church of God, but as a truth experienced 

by ltiniself, a11d endorsed by others. The late 

Dr. David Bro,vn beautifully says: "It was 

a household word with the household of 

faith ; not that, as here exhibited, it had per

haps ever before struck one of his readers ; 

but with the teaching they had already re

ceived and the gracious experience which 

was common to all who had tasted that the 

Lord is gracious, it had but to be put before 

them to be recognised as an undoubted and 

precious truth.'' 

When we reach our home, and retrace 

our earthly path,vay, with God's perfect light 

shed upon every part of it, we shall see how 

blessedly true this was. Till then "we walk 

by faith, not by sight," and we fear not, even 

in the dark, and it may be at times with 

tearful eyes, to set our seal to the words, 

" We know that all things ,vork together for 

good to them that love God, to them who 

are the called according to His purpose!' 
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VIII. 

FOREKNOWLEDGE. 

THE Gospel comes to us as lost sinners,
not as elect saints, and it carries with it 

the guarantee that every one who as a lost 
sinner will receive Christ the Saviour shall 
be received by Him, and having been re
ceived, shall in no wise be cast out (John_ 
vi. 37). Then, having through Him come
to God, and being at home in his holy pres
ence, we have both the desire and the ability
to " behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
enquire in His temple.'' We have "the
Holy Scriptures" (lit., the te1nple Scriptures)
for our instruction, and also a heavenly
Teacher, even the Holy Spirit of God, whose
delight it is to unfold to us "the things that
are freely given to us of God."

One of the first lessons learnt in that 
temple is that our coming to Christ was the 
result of God's gracious drawing and teach
ing Q ohn vi. 44, 45), and that these were 
the outcome of an eternal purpose of mercy 
towards us. We discover that God •' hath 
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saved us, and called us ,vith a holy calling, 

not according to our ,vorks, but according 

to His own purpose and grace" ; and as we 

enter into this great truth our hearts are 

bowed before Him who fills that temple, and 

breathe forth the song, "Salvation to our 

God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 

the Lamb." 

In Romans viii., having expressed the 

assurance that all things work together for 

good to God's called ones, who love Him, the 

apostle adds, "For whom He did foreknow, 

He also did predestinate to be conformed to 

the image of His Son" (verse 29). Thus fore

knowledge is distinguished from predestination. 

Peter speaks of believers as "elect according 

to the foreknowledge of God the Father. 11 The 

effort to- explain the word foreknowledge as 

simply meaning that God knew who would 

believe, is only a device to get rid of a truth 

that humbles the pride of man. Let us look 

at it in another connection. The Son of God 

,vas delivered up according to "the deter-

1ninate counsel and foreknowledge of God " 

(Acts ii. 22), for as the Lamb of God He 

,vas "forelmow,i before the foundation of the 
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world" (1 Peter i. 20, Gk.). Do these 
statements mean nothing more than that 

God kne,v beforehand what men would do 
to Him? Do they not tell of God's gracious 
design to deliver up His Son for our redemp

tion? Again, of Israel Paul declares, "God 
hath not cast away His people whom He 

fa11eknew" (Rom. xi. 2). That He knew 

beforehand what they would be is indeed 

true, as He says by Isaiah, "I knew that 

thou wouldest deal very treacherously" (Isa. 

xlviii. 8); but that could hardly be a reason

for not casting them away. The whole
argument of Romans xi. shows that because

Godforeknew them they must be blessed.

Thus the word is quite equivalent to fore

ordained as given in I Peter i. 20, and can 

denote nothing less than the sovereign choice 

of a people to life and glory. As distinguished 

from predestination, God's forelinowledge seems 

to express that gracious act by ,vhich He 

marked out .a people for HimseU, setting 

His heart upon them, and making them the 

objects of His love, in the outflow of which 

their eternal bliss is secured,. while in their 

blessing His affection is gratified. This is 
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b�'lulifully illustrnled in tbe ,vords of Moses 
to Israel. He tells then1 that the Lord had 
chosen then1 to be a. "special people unto 
Hin1self," and no reason could be found for 
this but the fact that the Lord loved them 
(Deut. vii. 7, 8). I-Ie further says, "The 
Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love 
them, and He chose their seed after them, 
even you above all people, as it is this day" 
(Deut. x. I 5). Here is the explanation of 
the words "wlw11t He foreknew," and in each 
case this is pressed as an incentive to obedi
ence and faithfulness on the part of Israel. 
So now, in the case of those who are " the 
elect of God, holy and beloved," this truth 
of God's having set His love upon them, and 
chosen them in l-Iis rich grace, and not 

because of any merit on their part, is ever 
set forth to move them to praise, and de
votedness, and obedience. 

Those whom God thus in His absolute 
and infinite grace forellnew " I-Ie also did pre
destinate to be confonned to the image of His 
Son." God's predestiuati-o,i therefore has 
�_pecial reference to the high es/ale to ,vhich 
He purposes to raise those ,vho, rccoi ving 
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the Gift of His love, even His own Son, are 
by that love for ever embraced as His chil
dren (John i. 12). Thus we read in Eph. 
i. 5, "Having predestinated us unto son.ship by
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His '\Vill." In order to
conform us to the image of His Son, God
bestows sonship upon us; that is, brings us
into the blessed relationship of sons to Him
self, and this relationshi{) is so great a reality
that it necessitates such conformity. As tlie

Son of God is distinguished from all creatttres

by the high and glorious title, "the only
begotten Son," so in a sense no less real is
the family of grace distinguished from all

other creat1tres by the fact that they are be
gotten of God (John i. 13 ; 1 John ii. 29 ;

iii. g ; v. 4, 18). On the ground of creation
no creature has any right to address God as
Father. The highest creature of God, who
has served Him faithfully from the moment
of bis creation, is not able thus to address
bis Creator. The position of "the elect
angels" is one of glory and dignity beyond
our conception, but they are servants, not sons.

By an act of creation God could surround
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Himself ,vith these glorious beings; but, as 

we have before seen, it needed redemption to 

enable Him to bring creatures into the re

lationship of sons, and the marvel of His 

grace is seen in raising so high those ,vho 

by sin have sunk so Io,v. 

Thus are ,ve even no,v brought into fello,v

ship ,vith Him who is not ashamed to call 

us "brethren," and to use the ,vonderful 

words, "l.fy Father ~and your Fnther ''; nnd 

in due time this fellO\\'Ship must bo perfected 
by our being perfectly conformed to l-Iis 

image. This result is secured by the counsel 

of God and the grace that has already made 

us rlis children, so that we can say with 

confidence, "As ,ve have borne the image of 

the earthly, we s/,all also bear tht s·mage of tlze 

/,eave11ly," and again, " fVe shall be like Him, 

for ,ve shall see Him as He is." This fact 

we kno,v; but all that it involves we do not 

know, for cc it dothnot yetappear,vhat we shall 

be.'' Not until "'e stand ,vith Him in resur

rection glory, and our eyes rest upon Himself, 
can we form any true estimate of what the 
high estate of His bretliren must be. Then 

,ve shall with Him fully delight in the pres-
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ence of the Father, and share his joy in 
seeing that Name ,vhich He revealed for 
ever ballo,ved. To glorify that Name will 
still be His pleasure, and it will never cease 
to be 0111,s also. 

It will equally be the Father's delight antl 

ours to "honour the Son." If God predesti
nated us to be conformed to the image of 
His Son, it ,vas "that He might be the 
Firstborn among many brethren"; and the 

difference between " the FIRSTBORN " and all 
others will never be forgotten. We shall 

never forget that it ,vas His graciousness or 
condescension that made us great (Ps. xviii. 35); 
that to make us partakers of His glory, He 

once took our sin and shame, and for our 

sakes sank into the lowest depths. The fact

that He joyfully owns us as brethren will 

never prevent our full and hearty response 
to the word

, 
"He is tlty Lord, aHd worship tlzoi, 

Hini." We shall do this perfectly then. Oh, 
that we may do so in increasing measure 

while we "hope for that we see not,,, and 

"with patience ,vait for it 11 I 
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IX. 

C,\LLED AND JUSTIFIED. 

I
T bas been ,veil said that in Romans

viii. 29, 30 ,ve have a "golden chain,"

each link of which is very precious. Having 

dwelt upon that link which relates to the 

past, we now take up the two which describe 
the action of God's grace in the present: 
" \Vb.om He did predestinate, them He also 
calltd ,· and whom He called, them He also 

J11sl�d.1
'

The utterance of Wisdom (Prov. viii. 4), 
"Unto you, 0 men, I call; and my voice is 
to the sons of men," well befits the Gospel 
which the same Speaker commanded to be 

preached " to every creature.'' It is by that 
Gospel that God calls to salvation and 

glory (2 Thess. ii. I 3, 14), and as, ,vhen He 

was upon earth, the Lord said, "I came not 

to call the righteous, but si1111ers, .. so now it 

is to sinners that the Gospel comes from God, 
.and its first declaration is that of "the for
giveness of sins." No sinner in any nation 

under heaven ever responded to the call of 
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God's Gospel ,vithout proving to the satis
faction and joy of his soul that all its rich 
blessings were intended for him, and no one 
ever can come to God as a hungry and needy 
sinner and be sent empty away. If a man 
does not welcome the Gospel it is because 
he does not feel his need of it. He either 
disregards the clai1ns of God his Creator, or 
refuses to believe that he is altogether 
"without strength," as well as" guilty before 

God,'' and therefore unable to make himself 
or his works acceptable to God. 

But whilst a sense of sin and need makes

us glad to turn to Christ and trust Him as 
the Saviour of the lost, it is only when we 

have been brought into the light that we 

discern how dense our darkness was. vV e 

then see that had ,ve been left to ourselves 

we should still have gone on without Christ, 

and though we might have desired to escape 

the co11sequences of sin ,vhen they really come 

before us, we should never have loathed 

sin itself, or had any true thirst for the 

Living God. We learn that if we have 

sought and found Christ, it is because I-Ie 

sought and found us, as I-le said ,vhen 
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Zacchreus had received Him, "The Son of 
Man is come to seek and save that which 
was lost.'' 

The ,vords of our Lord in John vi. show us 
that while this is the expression of the grace 
of His own heart; it is also a carrying out of 
the will of the Father ,vho sent Him. It is 
because lost ones are given to Him by the 
Father that I-Ie seeks them; it is because 
they are dra,vn to Him by the Father that 
I-Ie receives them. Thus ,vords which stir 
the pride of the natural heart, and even 
becorne an occasion of stumbling to un
believers, are found by the renewed soul to 
be full of consolation. vVhen "taught of 
God'' we ackno,vledge that we were so sinful 
and heipless that we could not have come to 

Christ had we not been drawn by the Father. 
But this d1·awi11g and this teaching are the 

gracious work of the Holy Spirit, and that 
which is set forth by these words is expressed 
in the Epistles by the word" called." Careful 
examination shows that in the Epistles this 
word is never used of one who has not re
sponded to the call of God, but always of 
those have been inwardly and efficaciously 

E 
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called, and have obeyed from the heart the 
Gospel that bas reached them. (See especially 
1 Cor. i. 23, 24; Rom. ix. 23, 24.) So in 
�om. i. 6 believers are described as "tlte called 

of Jesus Christ," which seems to mean the 

called ones belonging tojestts Christ, theactof call
ing being generally traced to God the Father. 

The frequent use of the words called and 
calling seems designed to keep prominently 

before us the fact that it is Gon who makes 
us to dif(er from those who are still content 

to be ,vithout Him. We can take no praise 

to ourselves, but can only own that the 

same grace which made full provision for 
our salvation constrained us to come to Him 

in whon1 alone it is found. Thus all ground 

of human boasting is removed and God 

secures to 1-Iimself the full glory of the sal

vation of His people. And the more we 

know of that grace the more shall we seek to 

respond in every way to the claims of Him 

who has called us to be His, and to yield 

ourselves and all that we have to Him and 

to His service. 

Those whom God calls I--Iejitsti-/ies, and as 

"oeace with God" can be the portion only 
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.of those who are justifieJ}, any who would 

have settled and abiding peace in their sor ls 

n1ust enter into the reality of this justification. 

The meaning of the word j1,stify should be 

carefully pondered. It expresses the sen

tence of a judge, and signifies to acquit or 

Jo pronoitnce righteous. That to justify is exactly 

the opposite of to condenin is clear from 
Deut. xxv. 1 and Prov. xvii. 15. If an 

�arthly judge pronounced a wicked man 

righteous it would be an abomination to 

God and man ; but God is perfectly just 
when, through the sacrifice of "His own 

Son," He declares the ungodly, on theiY 

helieving i1' Jes1ts, to be free from any charge 

of guilt (Rom. iii. 26; iv. 5). 

Justification is more than forgiveness. In 
an earthly court the judge can only justify 

when the accused is proved clear of that 
wHh which he is charged ; one who needs 

forgiveness can never be justified, and one 

who is justified, i.e., acquitted of the charge 

brought against him, needs no forgiveness. 

In the heavenly court, "God, the Judge 

of all,'' both forgives and justifies, for in 

.this matter He bas to do ,vith those ,vho 
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own themselves guilty, and whose eyes are 
turned from themselves to find· in their 
accepted Surety the ground both of forgive
ness and justification. Pardon discharges 
us from punishment and delivers from 
the consequences of sin, while justification 
bestows upon us that title to glory which 
could be given only through the precious 
blood and perfect righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

No sinner can ever show a title to be justi

fied or declared righteous ; therefore if we are 
thus blessed we are "justified freely [i.e., 

gratuitously, or without cause, as the word is 
rendered in John xv. 2 5] by His grace '' ; 
but the righteous God can never pronounce 
an unrighteous sentence, and therefore, while 
the justification springs from liis infinite 
grace, it reaches us "through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 24), even 
"by His blood" (verse 9) that has atoned 
for, and for ever put away, the guilt from 
which the just God pronounces us free. The 
believer is also said to be "justified by faith" 
(verse 1 ), because, owning himself to be both 
guilty and helpless, he reUes solely on the. 
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Lord Jesus Christ and the value of His 

precious sacrifice for acceptance in the 

presence of God. 

It is important to keep clearly before us 
the exact meaning of the word j11stify, as 

shown above, because Romish teachers 

assert that it signifies to 11take righteotts, 

and lead the sinner to look into himself, or 
to his "good ,vorks," for the ground of 
justification, the natural conclusion being 
that no one can be justified till death, or 
some time after. Such teaching is necessary 
to the maintenance of any system of human 

priesthood ; for if it be taught that a sinner, 

being justified and accepted as absolutely 
righteous in Christ, has free access to the 
holy presence of God, and an assured stand
ing there, a human priesthood is instantly 
seen to be an imposture. 

That those who are justified are also 11iade 

'righteous is indeed a blessed truth, for by the 
renewing grace of the Spirit of God, the 
new man " is created in righteousness and 

holiness of truth" (Eph. iv. 24); but how
ever inseparable fro1n justification is the 
gracious act of regeneration, it must not be 
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confounded with it. God does not justify a 
sinner because he is regenerated, or because 
of anything in himself, but solely on the 
ground of the atoning deatlJ. of His Son. 

It may be well also to add that while a 
man is "justified by faith " alone, the faith 
that justifies is not a barren faith, but "faitlt

which worketli by love,'' and purifieth the heart 
(Gal. v. 6; Acts xv. 9). James, expounding, 
so to speak, the words just quoted, shows 
that "faith, if it hath not ,vorks, is dead.,, 
The faith that does not sho,v itself by its 
results is not "the faith of God's elect," 
inwrought by the Holy Spirit ; but a 
counterfeit that brings no blessing to man 
and no glory to God. 

x. 

GLORIFIED. 

THOSE whom God justifies He glorifies.

So unquestionable is this, that in

Romans viii. 30 the past tense is used, as 
of a thing already accon,plished-" \Vho1n 

1-Ie justified, them I-le also glorified." The 
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purpose of God being unchangeable, He can 

call things which are not as though they 

were. Each of the comprehensive words- of 

this verse is a golden link of a chain that can 

never be broken - a chain that stretches 

from the eternal past into the eternal future. 

"The lovingkindness of the Lord is from 

everlasting to everlasting upon them that 

fear him " (Psa. ciii. I 7 )-from everlasting 

in purpose and design, to everlasting in rich 
fruit of blessing to His redeemed and glory 
to Himself. He sees the end from the be

ginning, takes into account all that can ever 

come to pass, and fully provides for the 

carrying out of His holy will. 

Dr. Handley Moule ,vell remarks: "It 

seems difficult, without violence to both the 

letter and spirit of this passage, to deny that 

it represents the salvation of ' the children of 
God ' as a line drawn from eternity to eter

nity: first, a sovereign choice of souls ; then 
the call of the chosen, resulting in their faith 

and their acceptance ; then the final entrance 
on heavenly bliss of these sa1ne called ones; 

and also their note and characteristic no,v

love of God," 



GLOR/FIBD. 

God ,vho has glorified cc His o,vn Son " 
,vill ,vith I-lim glorify those whom He owns 
as His brethren. The prayer of the Lord, 
"Fnther, glorify Tlzy Sou," was ans\vered by 
His being raised from the dead and exalted 

to God's right hand, and the glorifying of 
" the n1any sons'' involves their being 
brought into the same resurrection state, 
either by being changed or raised f ron1, tlze 

dead (1 Cor. xv. 51, 52). Of "every one that 
beholdeth the Son, and believeth on Him," 
and ,vho thus eats His flesh and drinks His 
blood, and receives eternal life, the Lord says, 
"I will raise him up at the last day'' Qobn 
vi. 40, 54). The apostle Paul, like his Master,
dwelt much on resurrection. He declared
that God ,vho raised up the Lord ",vill also
raise up us by His own power," and earnestly
enforced the blessed truth when some denied

it (1 Cor. vi., xv.; see also 2 Cor. iv., v.).
Long after Paul's course ,vas finished the 

apostle John wrote: '' It doth not yet appear 
,v hat we shall be'' ; but we know that " we 
shall be like Him.'' That also is the 
" hope " which the apostle Paul specially 
cherished: "As we have borne the image 
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of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 

the heavenly" ; and again he tells us that the 

Lord, as SAVIOUR, "shall fashion anew the 

body of our humiliation, that it may be con

fon1ted to the body of His glory,, (Phil. iii. 21). 

Though we cannot take in what this 

means till we "see Him as He is," we 

may note some unquestionable features of 

our future blessedness. In the resurrection 

body will be found no memorial of the 

havoc wrought by sin. Every trace of the 

mortal and corruptible will be banished

mortality,: will be swallo,ved up of life ; in

corruption will take the place of what is 

corruptible. The "natural body," which, 

even in its sinless state, was only suited to 

an earthly paradise, will give place to a 
" spiritual body'' fitted for that " kingdom 

of God
,
, which "flesh and blood cannot 

inherit.1' A body with no trace of weakness, 

and a mind that shall never become weary, 

will be subservient to a heart that shall never 

fail in its full response to infinite love and its 

perfect devotedness to Him ,vho has re

deemed us for Himself. Ignorance, too, ,vill 

be numbered amongst the things that have 
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" passed a,vay ,'' for " then shall I kno,v, 
even as also I am kno,vn." We shall kno,v 
Goo, and our knowledge ,vill beget lowliness 
and worship. We shall luzow, and we shall 
be learning, and surely our chief subject of 

adoring contemplation will be the cRoss, and 
the LOVK therein expressed. It will still be 
the Holy Spirit's delight to unfold the Father 
and the Son to willing learners, and thus to 
deepen that fellowship ,vhich through His 

renewing grace is already ours ( r John i. 3). 
We "rejoice in hope of the glory of (}od,'' 

and of that glory grace is the pledge, for he 
who receives grace will obtain glory too 
(Psalm lxxxiv. 11 ). vVe cannot scrutinise 

the counsels of God, but we can kno,v 

whether the grace that bringeth salvation 

is dear to our hearts, and whether He 
by whom that grace came is the object of 
our trust, and love, and devotion. Grace is 

the bud of which glory is the full-blown 

flower, and so Peter speaks of the very glory 

as "the grace that is to be brought unto you 

at the revelation of Jesus Christ," and Jude 

exhorts believers to be '' looking for the 

,nercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 



GLORIFIBD. 75 

life.'' Those who are "prepared unto glory" 
are " vessels of mercy,'' and this they grate
fully own. Christ could say of Paul, " He 
is a chosen vessel unto Me " ; Paul's account 
of Himself was that He "obtained 1nercy." 

The sense of the riches of God's mercy ,vbich 
will be ours, when we first behold our Lord 
and shine in His image, will far surpass 
the present experience of the most advanced 
saint of God. Beautifully is this expressed 
in the verse, 

" How shall I meet those eyes ? 
Mine on Himself I cast, 

And own myself the Saviour's prize
Mer� from firs I to last" I 

"The Lord will give grace and glory." 
The glory will be as truly a gift as the grace. 
He does not bestow grace and leave us to 
earn glory. The Lord Jesus said, " The 
glory which Thou gavest Me, I have given 
them." Of that gift HE ,vas ,vorthy ; the 
grace that makes 1es worthy to shine in His 
glory is all of Himself. So in the ,vords of 
the risen Lord to the Churches we have the 
"vord give several times. To the overcomer 
I-le will " give to eat of the tree of life,'' will 
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"· give to eat of the bidden manna,'' wiJl 
"give the cro,vn of life," will "give a 
white stone," will "give power over the 
nations,'' and, finally, "to him that over
cometh ,vill I give to sit with Me in My 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with My Father in His throne.'' It 
is indeed those who overcome that receive 
these gifts ; but gifts they are nevertheless 
to those who will never allow the thought 
that they have merited anything. 

May ,ve, while cherishing the hope of 
glory, have an ever-deepening sense of the 
grace that is already ours, and prove its 
po,ver so to discipline our hearts as to lead 
us to "live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world,'' and thus " adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things '' l 

XI. 

GOD FOR US. 

HAVING reached the grand clin1ax of tha
eternal glorification of God's called 

ones (verse 30) the apostle asks, " \i\1hat 



GOD FOR US. 77 

shall we then say to these things?" What 
can ,ve say, except that "The Lord hath 
done g1·eat things for us, whereof we are glad," 
and in this gladness " we will bless the Lord 
from this time forth, and for evermore." 

But the apostle answers his question by 
asking another: " If God be for us, ,vho can 
be against us ? '' It is indeed true that we 
have much against us-Satan and the ,vorld 
,vithout, and the flesh ,v_ithin-but, though 
this makes our conflict a very real one, what 
are all combined "if God be for us"? The 
,vay in which this question is a�ked implies 
that what has previously been stated is sure 
evidence that God is for us. And truly this 
is a clear and blessed deduction from all 
the previous teaching of this wonderful 
epistle, ,vhich sets forth "the Gospel of God 
concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord " 
( chap. i. 1-3). Had not Goo been "for its" 

there could not have been any Gospel, for 
there ,vould have been no propitiation to set 
forth, no reconciliation to bestow, no justifica
tion to declare. 

The late Dr. Hodge remarked, "The 
conclusion of the chapter is a recapitulation 



GOD FOR US. 

of all the apostle's fonner arguments, or 
rather the reduction of them to one, ,vbich 
comprehends them all in their fullest force
Goo 1s FOR us. As our Judge, He is satis
fied; as our Father, He loves us ; as the 
supreme and almighty Controller of events, 
,vho works all things after the counsel of 
His own will, He has determined to save us; 
and as that Being whose love is as unchanging 
as it is infinite, He allows nothing to separate 
His children from I-Iimself." 

The blessed• truth that "God is for us" 
may be traced from the beginning of His 
gracious revelation of Himself. What was 
the solemn utterance to the serpent in Eden 
-" I will put enmity bet,veen thee and the 
woman "-but an intimation that God ,vould 
interpose on man's behalf? And was not the 
assurance that the seed of the ,voman should 
bruise the serpent's head a pledge of his 
final overthrow and the deliverance of those 
whom he bad enticed to ruin? Every type 
of Christ and every prophecy of salvation 
declared this with ever-increasing fulness; 
but it was when " the Son of God ,vas 
1nanifested that He might destroy the ,vorks 
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of the devil,, that the truth shone out in all 

its brightness. 

Saints of old made much of having God 

on their behalf, and the ,vords in which the 

p5:almist expressed his confidence-" The 

Lord is on my side, I will not fear 11-are 

put by the Holy Spirit into the lips of 

believers now (Psa. cxviii. 6 ; Heb. xiii. 6). 

It is because. the Cross of Christ is the 

fullest proof that God Himself can give of 

His being on our side that our thoughts are 

once again turned to the death of our Lord : 

"He that spared not His own Son, but 

.delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 

not ,vith Him also freely give us all things?" 

The verse should begin, " He surely." " It 

is a pity,'1 says Dr. David Brown, "to lose 

the emphatic particle of the original"; and 

Bengel remarks that it conveys "an 

abundant sweetness of exultation." 

We may well-in these days when the 

.glory of Christ, as the Son of God, is by 

many denied, and by many, who even pro

fess flis Name, ignored-note again the 

force of the words which occur twice in 

this cbapter-"IIis own Sou." The expres-



Bo GOD FOR US. 
-------------------

sion is evidently designed to contrast Him 

,vith those who are spoken of as "sons of 
God," being made sttclt by new birth. Tliei1 

relationship to God as sons is indeed a very 

real one; but His relationship to the Father 

is one that could not be bestowed upon any 
creature. The expression is the same as in 

John v. 18, ,vhich the Revised Version 

rightly renders "His ow1t Father," and which 

the Jews understood better than many 

teachers of this day, even though they 

would not receive the truth. 

It is the fact that He" spared not His ow,,

Son " that makes the gift so marvellous, and 
the argument from it so powerful, enabling 

us to ask, 

11 \Vhat will He not bestow, 
Who freely gave this mighty Gift unbought, 
Unmerited, unheeded, and unsought-

What will He not bestow ? " 

But all other gifts that God bestows are 

"witli Him.'' There are many things we 

might desire, ,vhich, if granted, would come 

between us and Christ; such things could not 

be given" with Him," and therefore in tender 

love and infinite wisdom God withholds 
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the1n. God can only keep from the objects 

of His love ,vhat would be hurtful to them, 
or would hinder their growth in faith and 

communion with Himself; and though this 

is not ahvays clear to us, let us seek so to 

learn the lesson ot the Cross that we may 

trust in Him at all times, and in due time we 

shall see and approve His wisdora and His 
goodness, and praise Him that He did not 

yield to our folly. vVe shall then learn that 
many prayers have been answered in the 
fullest manner when the actual things sought 
have not been obtained. 

The apostle is still confirming the truth 

that " God is for us " when he asks the further 

questions of verses 33 and 34, and furnishes 

triumphant answers to them. "vVho shall 
lay anything to the charge of God's elect?" 
There is indeed one who seeks to do so 

(Rev. xii. 10); but the triumphant answer to 

every accuser is, " It is Gon that Jttstifieth," 

implying that he who brings a charge against 

God's elect calls in question the justifying 

sentence of the heavenly court, and must 

reckon \vith Him who pronounces it. And if 

none dare bring a cltarge, \vho shall be found 

F 
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to co11dem11 r To the question," Who is he that 
condemneth ? " a fourfold answer is given : 

( 1) '' It is Christ that died.'' Christ ,, ' died
for 011r sins," bearing them " in His own 
body on the tree " : by His death he met all 
the requirements of divine justice, and thus 
removed for ever all ground of condemnation 
for those who are in Him (verse I). 

(2) "Yea rather that is -risen again." The
resurrection of Christ is the great proof of 

the perfection of His ,vork of atonement. 
" If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain ; 

ye are yet in your sins" (1 Cor. xv. 17); not 
because the resurrection adds to the value of 
the great sacrifice, but because had Christ 
not been raised, it could only have been be
cause His death had failed to accomplish that 
for which He died. This was impossible. 

(3) " Who is even at the -right hand of God."

He who, as our Si.erety, gave Himself to bear 
our conde1nnation, now occupies the highest 
place in heaven. \¥hat a proof that no con
demnation remains for those ,v ho are in Him I 
He is in the place of power, and all authority 
is His. He lives to carry out the purposes 
of His death, and can never fail to do so. 
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(4) " Who also 11iaketli intercession for its."
Christ in glory is actively occupied on behalt 

of His own, and if His being at God's right 

hand tells of His power to carry out the 

purposes for ,vhich He came into the world 

and died, His intercession for us no less 

declares His unchanging willingness. For an 

example of His intercession we must turn to 
John xvii. How gracious of the Lord to 

give us that wonderful prayer! Let us 
specially mark verse 13: "These things"
which befit and belong to the heavenly 
sanctuary-" I speak in the world, that 
they ''-for ,vhom I pray, kno,ving how I 

am occupied for them in the holiest-" might 

have My joy fulfilled in themselves." Thus 
did the Lord lift the veil, and give us a 
glimpse of His ,vonderful intercourse with 
the Father, that. we may have some idea of 

the meaning of His making intercession for us. 
As we thus recall these evidences of 

the blessed truth that " God is for tts," may 

we not ask ourselves ,vhether it is as evident 

that we are for Hi1n? Are ,ve yielding our

selves to God as those that are alive fron1 

the dead, and our members as instruments 
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of righteousness unto God? (chap. vi. 13). 
This surely is the only worthy response to 
the mighty actings of His grace on our 
behalf, and this is the ,.vay to enter more 
fully into the knowledge and enjoyment of 
that grace. 

XII. 

NO SEPARATION. 

Q
UESTIONS springing from unbelief,

,vhich, alas I are so common in the 
present day, damage the soul and dishonour 

God; but there are questions the very asking 
of which strengthens faith, hope, and love. 

Such are the questions of the closing verses 

of this glorious chapter. They are like the 

enquiries in God's temple of one who is 

dwelling in His house, where the sunshine 

of His presence and the unfolding of His 

beauty dispel all the mists of unbelief (Psa. 

xxvii. 4). Having shown in the most forcible

manner that no accusation can be brought

against God's elect, and that no one can
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condemn those for whom Christ died (Rom. 

viii. 33, 34), the apostle asks yet one more
question (verse 35), only to answer it in such

a manner as to set forth the faithfulness of

the blessed God whose grace has been so
abundantly unfolded.

" Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ ? '' Strange it seems that any should 

ever have asked if this means oier love to 

Christ I No; it is Christ's love to us-the 

love in which Ile gave Himself for us, 

and in which He now maketh intercession 
for us. The apostle (as Calvin remarks) 

says not " wltat," but "wlto,,, just as if all 

creatures and all afflictions were so many 

gladiators taking arms against Christians. 

We should never forget that Paul knew by 

experience the po,ver of those things of which 

he spoke, as he said plainly when his own 
spiritual chilqren put him on his defence, so 

to speak, as a minister of Christ ( 2 Cor. 

xi. 23-27). He quotes Psalm xliv. 22, which,

,vhile it may have special reference to the

sufferings of a remnant of Israel under the

antichrist, is really a description of ,vhat

God's faithful people may expect whenever
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the angry passions of those ,vho bate right
eousness are unrestrained. No outward 
veneer-even of Christianity-can change 
those ,vho are " born after the fies/,," ; birth 
of the Spi,,,it alone can produc� that love 
which is the true characteristic of all the 
family of God (Gal. iv. 29; 1 John v. 1), and 
anything short of this 1nay soon find expres
sion in the form of hatred (Gal. iv. 29). 

But if children of God are "as sheep for 

the slaughter," they are still sheep in the 

hand of the Good Shepherd, \Vhence no one 

can pluck them (John x. 28). To say that 

none of those things enumerated in verse 35 
shall separate us from the love of our Lord 

is only half the truth: '' Nay, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through 

Him that loved us." It is  as if Paul had 

said, "We do not merely escape from our foes 

without being overcome or taken prisoners; 

we ourselves are great gainers by the conflict. 
Faith and patience are strengthened by their 

very exercise, and the sufficiency of ' Him 

that loved us' even unto death, and loves us 

still with the same unquenchable love, is 

proved as need alone could prove it.'' Thus 
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the very capacity of the soul of the overcomer 
is expanded and strengthened to know God 
as his "exceeding joy,, (Psa. xliii. 4; Rev.

xxi. 7), and to delight in Him as such in that
eternal day when no foe shall ever again lift

the hand against Christ and those who bear
His Name.

It will be no small part of our joy in that 
bright future to learn from those who have 
been called to the forefront of the conflict 
what they proved of the Lord, who c;overed 
their head in the day of battle (Psa. cxl. 7), 
and sustained them by the manifestation of 
Himself. All this they, too, will joyfully 
declare, at least as far as they can do so, for 
there will ever be a joy in each heart-a 
secret between each one and the Lord
with which no stranger shall intermeddle 
(Prov. xiv. 10; Rev. ii. 17). 

The partial history of God's Church fur

nishes blessed illustrations of being "more 

than conquerors 11 in the time of trial ; what 
,vill the co11iplete history of that Church 

unfold? The noble Perpetua and the slave 

Felicitas, a little more than a century after 

these words were ,vritten, ,vhen, all difference 
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of rank forgotten, they encouraged one another 
as sisters in Christ, and in spite of persuasions 
and threats stood firm in the confession of 
Christ till they were cast to the wild beasts, 
gave evidence of the sufficiency of His grace 
even for such an end. The words of Perpetua 
-" The dungeon became a palace to me"

tell of glorious victory. They were but two 
among thousands in those early days, and 
the same spirit of triumph has shown itself all 

down the centuries, even to our own day. 
These two had a noble successor in a young 
Chinese woman who, when a magistrate 
offered to set her free and make her his wife 
if she would renounce Christ, chose rather 
to go to death, and encouraged those who 

suffered with her. 

Such conflicts, indeed, are rare just now, 
yet the dangers for us, if more subtle, are as 

real; and it may need keener vision to discern 

them, and not less grace to overcome them. 
" Life" has its snares, if " death,, has its 

terrors. But whatever form the struggle 

takes, he who is behind it all is the great foe 

of God and His Christ, and the secret of 

victory is the Blood of the Lamb and the 
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Word of our testimony, and not loving our 

lives even unto the death (Rev. xii. I I). 

•' I ask them whence their victory came; 
They with united breath 

Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb, 
Their triumph to His death. 11 

We may know little of the kind of testing 
that comes ,vith persecution; but if ,ve are 
overcoming in the circumstances in which 

God has placed us, we may count upon Him 

for grace to overcome in trials we scarcely 

dare contemplate if He should call us to face 

them. It is true in this respect also that '' he 

that is faithful in that which is least is faithful 

also in much." 

We cannot enter particularly into the many 

things named by the apostle in these verses, 

but may note that, lest any troubled soul 

should stand face to face with something not 

mentioned, the enumeration ends with "any 

other c-1'tafed thing.,, Of all hostile powers or 

conceivable eYents the apostle says, "I am 

persuaded that ,, none of them "shall be able 

to separate us from the love of God which is 

in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

It is instructive to see how, while writing 
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by the Spirit, he expresses his own assured 
convictions. He says above, "I 'Yecko,i"

(verse 18), and "we know" (verse 28), and 
DO\V "I aui persuaded." How did he get this 
persuasion? Was it not by the constant 
contemplation of that love of God which He 
commendeth "toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us"? By 
thus d,velling upon God's love he so learned 
its vastness and strength as to be persuaded 
that it can never relinquish its mighty grasp 
of those embraced by it; and let us never 
forget that it does embrace all who, being 
taught by His Spirit, flee to Christ for refuge, 
and believe the love in which God gave His 
Son to die for the lost. In verse 35 the apostle 
had asked, '' Who shall separate us from the 
love of CHRIST?" here he says, "The love of 
Goo, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." The 
Father and the Son are one in their love, and 
the sheep that are in the hand of Christ are 
in the hand of the Father too (John x. 28, 29). 

May an ever-deepening sense of this love 
of God, which is our eternal portion, lead to 
truer devotedness on our part to Him and 
His holy will I And surely, as ,ve p�nder 
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that Cross in which the love of God and of 

Christ finds full expression, ,ve shall set our 

hearty "Amen I" to the ascription of worship 

penned by the beloved disciple, "UNTO

HIM THAT LOVETH US, ANO FREED US FROM 

OUR SINS BY His o,vN BLOOD •.. BE GLORY

AND DOMINION FOR EVER AND .EVER I " 
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Uniform Cloth Binding, Gilt Stnmp, Round Corners, 6d. each ; 
also in Pnper Covers, at 3d. each, post free 

The Inspiration of the Scriptures: A Simple and 
Trenchant Pocket Guide to this Foundation Theme. By J.R.C.

The II Art" of Prcacbint,;, By \Vm. Shaw. Useful Hints 
for all Preachers of the glonous Gospel and Gospel \Yorkers 

Separation from the World: Jehoshaphat, Amusements, 
Politics, &c. By J. R. Caldwell 

Life in the Future: A simple Synopsis of Coming Events. 
By H. k. King 

The Atonement: A Scripture Search as to the Meaning, 
Nature, Extent, &c. By J. R. Caldwell. /11 tlte Press

Outlines of the Revclntion. Simple and Sugge-.tive Notes, 
Chapter by Chapter. By T. Newberry, of Englishman's .Bi/Jle

The Ministry of Women: The Word of God and Present• 
day Theories Compared and Contrasted. By J. R. Caldwell 

Seven Golden Lampstands: Poetical Outline of Church 
History as foreshadowed in Seven Churches. A. \V. P. Strong 

Trut.h for the Last Days: Nu,:gcts· of Biblical Truths and 
Facts on Burning Questions. By \V, G .. Carr 

Precious Portions from Addresses to- Believers. Given in 
his 88th year, by R. C. Chapman. Compiled by J. R. Caldwell 

Leaven : Its Spiritual Significance; -Showing how the True 
Meaning has been Misconstrued. By J. R. Caldwell 

The Millennial Reign and Everlasting Kingdom. B}' T. 
Newberry 

Three Bible Studies on the Cloud, the Ark, and the Feasts. 
By J. G. H. 

Hope: The Last Thing in th!! \Vorld. By Dr. A. T. Pierson 
From Bondage to Rest: Spiritual Nourishment as typified 

in the Roast Lamb, Manna, and Old Corn. By T. S. Henry 
Christian Baptism: An Examinntion of the \Vord of God. 

With Review of '1 Household Baptism " Theories. J. J. Sims 
Meditations on the Song of Songs. By R. C. Chapman, 

of Barnstaple. Germ thoughts by an aged Snint 
Primitive Christianity: The Evangelist, Ministry, &c. B11 

C. E. Stuart
Baptism According t.o the Scriptures: Its Significance, 

Subjects, Mode, Difficulties, &c. By J. R. Cnldwell 
The Gathering and Receiving of Children of God: A 

Revision of Certain Teachings regardinit same. J. R. Caldwell 
Orders of 1/, or more, pest free to nny part. 
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