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THE RAPTURE OF TilE CHURCH; 
OR, 

ARE .ANY EVENTS TO ng EXPECTED BEFORE TilE 

RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH? 

IF the future of the Church be enquired after, thero 
can Le no hesitation on the part of those who take 
the Scriptures with simplicity in answering, The 
Ulmrch will not be always here; the Church, both 
the uead and the living, will, in uue time, be 
"caught up," for so it is written in the woru, "The 
Lord himself shall descenu from heaven with u. 
shout, with the voice of the Archaugcl, and with the 
trump of God: anu the dead in Christ shall rise 
ii rst; then we which arc alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Loru in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord" ( 1 Thes. iv. 16, 17). 

V cry readily will those admit this who see the 
Church to be an election gathered out of n Chdst
rcjecting world previously to the pouring out of 
wrath upon that world, t.he rupture of the Church 
precetling the pouring out of that wrath. The 
l\lillcnuial day will subse<1nent1y nrisc: then "shall 
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the eru'th be fullot the knowlulge of the Lord us the 
waters cover the sea" (Isninh xi. 9) 

And still more readily will those admit this, who 
know the C!turcl' to be called with n heavenly 
calling as distinguished from the culling of the 
nation Israel. That is to say, when the nation 
Israel culled to nn earthly inheritance, rejectco theit· 
King, God proceeoell, in the richest grace, to take out 
of both Jew and Geutile, alike found in uubclicf, a 
people for his Son thus cast out of the earth but 
received up into heaven, to sit with his Son in tlw 
!teavens-to be the bride of that Lamb-to reign with 
the Lamb over the world, over both Israel and the 
Gent.iies-brougltt, through the same gmce, into 
saving blessing at n future dny. This people is the 
Clturclt, a people called to a heavenly inheritance, and 
therefore said to be called with a hem:enl!l calling, ns 
it is written, " Holy brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly calling" (lleb. iii. 1). "Blessed be the 
God and . Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ .... And hat.h put all things under his 
feet, and gave him to be the hcnd over all things to 
the C!tw·clt, which is His body, the fulness of him 
that fillet.h nll in nll" (Eph. i. 3, 22, 23). 

The revival of the nation Jsrncl with its cm·thly 
calling is, of course, implictl in the nbove remark, 
according to that weird co11~crning Israel: "The 
gifts nnd calling of bod nre without repentance'' 
(Rom. xi. 29 ). The nation Israel called to nn eal'thly 
inhcl·itaucc lws never yet really c11joycd that inhe
ritance (llch. iv. 8). The onys shall yet COIIIC wh('ll 
''all Israel shall be savco," :mu shall dwell in their own 
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lnml with the Son of David ns theii· Saviour and King; 
with this addition, that there shall be blessing fot· nU the 
Gentiles also ( Ps. lxxxvi. 9) : this is the .Millennium. 

In the fhce, then, of this ce1·tain event-the rapture 
of the Church of the true people of God out of every 
community-the <JUestion naturally arises, ·when slwll 
this event take place? 

If the question be asked with reference to the yem· 
and the day, the answer must be, \Ve cannot tell. 
But if the question be asked with reference to the 
p•·ophetic testimony in God's holy wonl ;-if the 
meaning of this question be, Are there not events to 
happen before the rapture of the Church? 1 believe 
the auswer to be, None. Now is the time for the 
rapture of the Chur·ch. 

J.-1 used to think that certain events were to be 
expected before that day. I now sec none. 

I used to think that whilst we have Hev. xx. 4, 
" And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, aml 
judgment was given unto them: und I saw the souls 
of them that were hchcatlcd for tire witness of Jesus, 
und for the word of God, and which luH.l not wur
shippeu the beast, neither his image, ueitht>t' luul 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years,"-I used to think that whilst we 
have this passage so plainly telling us thut tluriug 
the reign of the Beast there will be witnesses of .Jesus 
on the earth, who will subscr)IJCntly share in the 
Church's glory, it is a very arbitrary thing to say 
that such do not for111 part of tire Church wl1ilst 011 

earth, that the Church is canglrt up hefore their 
day, or in other words, t.lrat the Church will not be 
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het·e during the reign of the lleast. It seemed to me 
from that passag·e that one event, at least, must pre
cede the rupture of the Church, namely, the reign of 
the Beast. 

In support of the contrur·y idea held by many, 
that the rnpture of the Church wil! precede the reign 
of the lleust, I used to demand distiuct scripture
scripture LlS uistiuct US this ngaiust it. 

I have ulwnys (I thiuk I may say), kept myself 
ready to rt.ceive any such Ser·ipture; but I have 
ofteu had occasion to remark how deficient, in respect 
of Scripture, those seemed to Le who supported the 
coiltrary idea. 

For thi~ reason I am the more desirous of statiug 
how I came to yield. to it, because it seems to me 
that if the subject were properly stutell, muuy (whose 
jealousy about Scripture proof one e:mnot but com
mend.) woulU have no difliculty iu seeing it. 

It is !::iomc five or six years siuee my attention was 
n1mkened to the fact, that, iu the Scriptures of the 
Old. Testament are fouml passages in which n godly 
remnaut in the lust days arc spoken of-a gouly rem
nant of lsrucl, in the tilllcs irumeuiately preceding 
the Lord's appeariug in glory with His saints-who, 
nccording to their nation's calling, arc destined not 
to be caught up, but tu inherit the earth or· the land. 
This rcumant of Israel nre delivcretl from their ene
mies, not Ly being caught up like the C:!tw·c!t, but. 
Ly the falliug of God's jUflgments upon their encmic~;, 
wlt·~reupuu thl'Y get unhimlcrcd l'lljoyment of tire 
illlwritancc which God gave to tlrcit· fathers. The 
Psal111s especially ubouud with the idea of tlris rem
uuut. Sec Psalm x.xxvii. -"Fret uot thyself because 
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of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the 
workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut 
down like the grass, and wither as the green herb ..• 
li'rct not thyself in any wise to do evil. For evildoers 
shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the Lord, 
they s!tall inlte1'it t!ta em·tlt. For yet a little while, 
und the wicked [one] shall not be: yea, thou shalt 
diligently consider his place, nnd it shall not be. 
JJut the meek slwll inlte1·it t!ta em·t!t; and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of pence ...... The 
righteous s!tall inherit t!te land, and dwell therein for 
ever." In l\lalachi we have this same party thus 
referred to, " Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another: and the I.ord hearkened, and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before Him for them that feared the I...ort1, nnd that 
thought upon His name. And they shall be mine, 
snith tl1e Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up 
my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spnreth 
his own soH that serveth him. ThC'n shall ye l'eturn, 
and discern between the righteous nnd the wicked, 
lletween him that servcth God nnd Him that serveth 
Him not. For, behold, the day cometh, that shall 
burn as an oven; IUHl all the proud, yen, and all that 
do wickedly, shall be stubble: uml the day that cometh 
shall bum them up, saiLh the Lord of hosts, thut it 
shall leave them neither root 11or branch. But unto 
you thut fc:u· lliY name shall the Sun of rightcousucss 
nrise with healing iu his wi11gs; aud ye shall go forth, 
and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall 
tread dowu the wicked; for t.hcy shall he ashes untler 
the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do t.his, 
saith the Lord of hosts" (1\Ial. iii. 16-iv. 3). Also 
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in Isaiah we read, "Thus snith the Lord, The l1eaven 
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is 
the house that ye build unto me? and where i:; the 
place of my rest? For all those things hath mine 
hand made, and all those things have been: saith the 
Lord: but to this man will I look, even to him that 
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and tremhleth ut 111y 
word. . . . . Hear the word of the Lord, ye that 
tremble at His word; your brcthrcu that. lmted you, 
that cast you out for my uamc's sah', said, Let tl1e 
Lord be glorified: Lut he shall appear to your joy, 
and they shall be ashamed" (Isaiah lxvi. 1, 2, 5). 

The people referred to in all these passages, arc 
evidently not a people to be brought to the saving 
knowledge of God by the appearing of the Lord in 
glory (as we know some will be), but n people already 
knowing God. They nre a people that fear the Lord, 
that know the nrtme of the Lonl, that can tmst i 11. 

the Lord, anJ delight themselves in the Lord, and 
are owned as such by him. l\[oreover they arc not 
a people to be caught up, and so delivered from 
their enemies; but to inherit the earth upou the 
destruction of their enemies. 

The existence of such a remnant, a truly godly 
remnant, being granted, it 'rill follow that, whether 
we cousiJer them to be the disciples of Jesus or not 
(yet godly after the JJwnner of ALraham, countetl 
righteous through f:fith, Gen. xv. G), the Church 
mllst be caught up betore they come on tlJC stage. If 
they are the disciples of clcsus, the Clmrch must 
certainly be caught up first; for there could not be, at 
the same ti111e, upon the earth, disciples of Jesus to be 
caught up testifying to the hearcnly cnlliug of the 



11 

Church und disciples of Jesus not to be caught up 
testifying to the nation's calling, that is, two different 
tcstimouies ut the same time. Still less could there 
Le at the same time upon the earth disciples of 
Jesus as the approved ones, and also persons not 
ncknowledgiug Jesus as approved ones; and, there
fore, nlso, if this remnant arc not the disciples of 
Jesus, the Uhurch must Le caught up first. 

Thus, thcu, if the existence of such a remnant be 
granted, the Church, whether this remnant nrc the 
disciples of Jesus or not, must be caught up before 
they come on the stage. at all. Assuredly so, I judged. 
Awl therefore I was very slow in admitting the exist
ence of such a remnant, that is, I was very slow in ud
mitti ng that they arc truly godly, accepted and owned 
of God; for if they are not truly godly, the p1·evious 
rapture of the Church would not appear to be abso
lutely necessary.* Aml I thought ltcv. xx. 4, backed 
me in this my slowness; for this passage shows, that 
up to the very end of this dispensation, even duriug 
the reign of the Beast, there will be witnesses of 
,Jesus on the earth who will subsequently partake of 
the Church's glory. This I still believe to be true; 
nevertheless, 1 now sec 1 committed an oversight in 
reference to this passage. 

; Some ha,·c considcrc(l this remnant rather in the light of per
sons rcttdy to submit to the Lord when he shall uppeu1· in glory, 
than as persons already righteous through faith; but this will not 
stand in the face of such passages as those in PBalm xxxvii. I 7, 
2!.1, 3~1. where they arc openly calleu " the righteous," us they also 
ure in 11alachi, iii. 18. That there will be such persons ns those 
dcscrihc(l ahovc I (lo not deny, hut that these in Psalm xxxvii. arc 
acccplctl a:; rightcou~ J ctu111ot douut. 
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I forgot that all those mentioned in this passage 
as finally partaking of the Church's glory nre 11ot 
persons originally culleu with the same calli11g, that 
is, with the Church's calling or the heavenly calling. 
For instance, such us died in f:tith before the Lord's 
first coming, and therefore before the Church properly 
so culled (who therefore were not called with the 
heavenly culling, but with the earthly, that is, with 
the nation's ),-they will share in the Church's glory; 
and therefore those witnesses of Jesus mcntioncu in 
Rev. XX. 4, us being on the earth dming the reign of 
the Beast, may be, although ultimately sharing in the 
Church's glory, a part of a company brought on the 
stage after the Church, and culled with the nation's 
calling, seeing it is through deat!t, they enter into 
the Church's glory. "1lfay be," I say. 

But to proceed. This godly remmmt mentioned 
in the 01<1 Testament Scriptures arc also spoken of 
us exposeu to sufi'erings,-mnny of them sufl'cr unto 
death under the Beast, called " the wicked une," and 
"the enemy and ave11gcr." In Psalm :xxxvii. this 
woru of exhortation UllU comfort is mldrcssccl to 
them: "Fret not thyself in anywise to tlo evil. ... 
For yet a little while, and the wicked [one]* shall not 
be: yea., thou shalt uiligently consiJcr his place, nnd 
it shall not be. . . . Tlw wicked [one] plottcth against 
the just [one], and gnusheth upon him with his teeth. 
The u·icked [one] watcheth the righteous [one], and 
sceketh to slay him. . . . I hase seen the n·icked 
[one J in great power, anu sprcauing himself like n 

• The Bcnst is thus called in 2 Thcss. ii. 8, '' "\ntl then ~hall that 
\\'icked be revealed, whom the Lord shall commme with the ~pirit of 
hili mouth, oml sholl destroy with the brightue~;s of his coming." 
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g1·cen bay tree, yet he passeu away, and, lo, he was 
not: yea, I sought him, hut he could not be found.'' 
In Psalm xliv. we find the remnant thus expressing 
themselves under their sufl'crings: "Thou makest us 
a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and a derision 
to them that arc round about us. • . . l\Iy confu
sion is continually before me, and the shame of my 
face Imth covered me, for the voice of him that re
proachcth :mu blasphcmeth; by reason of the enemy 
and avenger. All this is come upon us; yet have 
we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falsely 
in thy covenant. Our heart is not turneu back, 
neither have our steps dcclincu from thy way; though 
thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, and 
covered us with the shadow of death. . . . Yea, j'o1· 
thy sake m·e we killed all tile da!J long; we are ac
counted as sheep for the slaughter." And again in 
Psalm lxxix. : " 0 God, the heathen arc come into 
thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; 
they have laid Jerusalem on heaps. The dead bodies 
of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the 
fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the 
beasts of the earth. Their blood have they shed like 
water round about Jerusalem; and there was none to 
bury them. ·we arc become a reproach to our neigh
bours, a scorn and derision to them that arc round 
about us." This last verse identifies the party speak
ing in this Psalm with those speaking in the previous 
l'salm quoted. Compare the first verse quoted of 
that Psalm (line 4, above) with this lust verse. 

ln rcfereuce to these last two Psalms, in which we 
find the same party speakiug (as I have just noticed), 
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the first matter demanding attention is, the perioJ of 
time that they refer to. 

That Psalm xliv., in its 1wimm·y meaning, could 
not be uttered by Jews brought into t!Jc Church is 
certain, for the party there speaking stam1 distinctly 
on national grounds, that is, und.er the nation's call
ing,-'' thou goest not forth with our nrmics"; there· 
fore we cannot (on the assumption that they arc truly 
godly) look for any party that will answer to them in 
Christian times. Dut when, it may be askcu, pre
viously to Christian times, has Israel, or have the 
Jews, been called. to suffer such things whilst cleaving 
to the Lord.? That Israel and. the Jews, in former 
times, often suffered at the hands of their enemies, 
tchen they forsook t!te Lo1·d, no one disputes. ])ut 
here it is witnessed. that they have not forgotten the 
Lord, neither dealt falsely in his covenant; their 
heart is not turned. back, neither have their steps 
declined. from his way. Therefore we are under the 
necessity of referring the fulfilment of this Psalm to 
future times; and. if of this Psalm, of Psalm lxxix, 
also. 

The next matter in connection with these two 
Psalms nced.ing attention, is the id.cntification of the 
godly remnant with their nation. They arc neces
sm·ily bound up with their nation; they stand uncler 
the nation's calling, as d.istinguishcd. from the C!t1m:h' s 
calling, and. arc, in conscpucncc, expecting to inherit 
the land under the peaceful reign of the true Solomon. 
In the blessing of their nation is their blessing. They 
may be pardoned through faith as indiriduals, whilst 
their HUt ion is unpardoned; but they cannot get the 
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hlcssing of their calling except the nation be pardoned 
and blessed. By the fitct that they arc only u r-em
nant, their nation is still unpanloncd; and because 
their blessing is bound up with the blessing of their 
nation, they cannot but pray for the pardon of their 
nation aJHl. of themselves, as Jar as they are a part 
of the nation. 

Keeping this in mind, certain passages in these 
two Psalms, which might otherwise seem to prejudice 
the standing of the remnant as truly godly, will be 
found in beautiful keeping. li'or instance, the Lord 
is said to make them a reproach, a scorn, and a 
derision; to have sore broken them in the place of 
dmgons, awl to have covered them with the shadow 
of death; the Beast is called the "avenger"- he 
avenges the Lord's controversy with His nation; and, 
in the latter Psalm, we find the petition, " Purge 
away our sins for thy name's sake." In the mouth 
of the remnant, as bound up with their nation, such 
worJs are most suitable.* On the other hand, the 
remnant, as a 1·emnant, take a position most distinct. 
"All this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten 
thee, neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant. 
Our hcn.rt is not turned back, neither have our steps 
ucclincd from thy way ..... Y ea,fo1' th,y sake are 
we killeu all the day long; we are counted as sheep 
for the slaughter.'' \Ve may judge of the value of 

w The Church's culling is o. culling unto suffcrings ( 1 The ss. iii. 3), 
but the nation's calling is unto prosperity (Lcv. xxvi. 3-13) in the 
earth ; and therefore the existence of suffct·iugs nmong those called 
with this latter calling implies sins unpnrdoned, either upon the 
individuals suffering, or upon their nation. The petition, " Purge 
nwny our ~ins for thy name's sake," is the same petition that we 
have uttered hy f!Oill!J Dauicl in Dan. ix. HI. 
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this last expression in a spiritual point of view, by 
the fact of the Holy Ghost's counting it iit to Le used 
by Christ's suffering apostles -"Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or dis
tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? As it is written, For thy sake arc we 
killed all the Jay long; ·we arc accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. Nay, in all these thing8 we arc 
more than conquerors, through li im that loved us" 
(Rom. viii. 35, 3G, 37). If those mentioned in thiR 
Psalm were mere natural men, not in acceptance wirh 
God, it is inconceivable that the Holy Ghost should se
lect expressions out of their prayers, aiHl put them for
mally as quotations into the mouth of Christ's apostle. 

I would here say, Let it be remembered that if 
this remnant are truly godly, accepted and owned of 
God, the Church must he caught up before they arc 
brought on the stage at all (page 1~)). 

This question then urises, \Vhat will be the future 
portion of such of this remnant as arc slaia '! Surely, 
they will be raised up. Dut when raised up, with 
whom will they he classed ? "\Ve have been led to 
notice what will be the future portion of those who 
died in faith before Christ came, that tliey will be made 
to share in the Church's glory, although not called with 
the heavenly calling (page 12). If those will share in 
the Church's glory, we cannot but conclude that these 
faithful ones, who also pass through deat/1, will also 
share in it; and thus we leu\~n the fact., that some will 
be caught up after the Church is caught up. 

But there is yet a passngc of Scripture to be brought 
forward-a 1)nssnge in "·hich these nn·s of li!!ht are 

L ol t_.J 

made to converge and broughi to a focus! aml that is 
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the 7th of Daniel. ln that chapter there is nothing 
of resurrection or rapture. There we find a people 
who flourish at the close of this dispensation, and who 
arc openly culled" the saints," "the saints of the Most 
lligh." Fot· a season, namely, three years and a half, 
that is, Juring tlw wlwle period* of the reign of the 
Beast (there set forth under the symbol of the little 
hom ), they sullcr un<lcr his pcrsccutions. From 
him they at·e delivered by the direct interference of 
the l\lost High in judgment; and then they, as the 
true fifth monarchy, with the Son of Man ut their 
hcaJ, take the kingdom, auJ possess the kingdom an<l 
dominion, aud the greatness of the kingdoms unde1· 
the wlwle heaven, whose kingdom is an cvedasting 
kiugclom, and all dominions shall serve and obey 
them,t as haiah also tells u::;--" The nation awl king
dom that willuot serve thee shall perish" (lsa.lx. 12). 

To this point, then, have we come in considering 
the subject of the godly rcmuant. "Whilst we have 
found proofs of their beiug truly godly, and of tlJCil· 
lJCing dcstiued, according to theit· nation's calling, to 
inlwrit the eaTth, we have also founcl that they suffet· 
tu:dcr the Beast, <luring tlte whole of his reign; and 
further, that those of them who arc slain in these 
pcrsecutious get u place in the heavenly inheritance, 
shuriug iu the Church's glory. 

* Compare Dan. vii. 25, "And he shall speak great words ngainst 
the ]\[o~t High, and shall wear out the saints of the 1\·lost High, and 
think to change times and laws: nnd they shall be given into his 
!mud uutil n time nnd times, aml the dividing of time;" with 
He\', xiii. 5, "And power was given unto him to continue forty nnd 
two mouths," that is, three years and a half. 

t Sec Dau. vii. I 3, 14, 27. The pronoun iu verse 27, refers to 
the people, and not to the Most High (~cc the Chahlce). 
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But. if thr.se things be so, then the rupture of the 
Church must precede the reign of the Beast, seeing the 
Church nud this godly remnant cannot be on the earth 
at the same time. And, c~onscqucntly, those witnesses 
of Jesus mentioned in Rev. XX. 4, as slain uuring the 
reign of the Beast, and us subsequeutly sharing in the 
Church's glory, camwt form part of the Church whilst 
on earth, but must be these identical slain ones of the 
godly remnant of Israel, culled with the nation's calling 
after the Church is caught up, anu exposcu to the 
persecutions of the Beast. 

And now we get another point established, namely, 
the character of the faith of this godly remnant; aml 
we find it to be faith in Jesus, fot· that is the faith of 
these witnesses last named.* 

Thus, then, we are brought to the full conclusion 
that the reign of the Beast does not precede the rap
ture of the Church; hut the rapture of the Church, 
both of the dead and of the livin:J, preccllcs the reign 
of the Beast, although some, called with the nation's 

* It may bere be observed, with regard to the rise of the godly 
remnant, and the rcvivul of the nation Israel in I his remnant, that 
Scripture would lead us to ascribe them to one who, after the rap
ture of the Chu1·ch, shall, like John the Baptist, ('ome in the ~pirit 

nnd power of Elijah. '' llchold I will scllll you Elijah the prophet 
Lefore the coming of the great nnd dreadful day of the Lord : nnd 
he shall turn the henrt of the fathers to the childrcu, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers, lest 1 come und smite the earth 
with n curse" (;\la!. iv. 5, G). And I know uot any Scripture that 
would gire us a better iden. of the missiou of this coming urw thnn 
the prophecy of Zechnriah, the father of John the Baptist, seeing it 
is of the forerunner of the nation's deliverer, not of the Brille;;room of 
the Church. thathetherespcaks (Luke i. 67-7\J). This Elijah that 
is to come will, we 111ay ~uppose, call upou the children of l:;racl to 

tum to the Lord, lll"earhiug rl'pcnlrlllce and li•rgivcnL'F!' of ~iu~ iu 

fl,. '"'"'" "I' .J,·~us. in r.outn:cfion "'ith the nation's callintr thnl is 
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calling aftet· the rapt.ure of the Church, who pass 
through denth, will, rrjte1· the reign of the Beast, be 
caught up to share the Church's glory. Thus the Bride 
will be matlc complete, and then the reign will begin, 
according to that word-" To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, r.ven as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in 
His throne" (Rev. iii. 21) " Aud they lived and 
rtigncd with Christ a thousand years. But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. This is the first resurrection" 
(Rev. xx. 4, 5 ). And here let that word be remem
bct·cd, "In that He put all in subjection under Him, 
lie left nothing that is not put under Him" (He b. ii. 8); 
nud " gave Him to be head over all things to the 
Church, which is His body, the fulncss of Him that 
filleth all in nil" (Eph. i. 22, 23). This is the !tem.Jenly 
calling. 

II.-As to such of the godly remnant as survive 
the pcrsecutious of the Beast, they will, ou the des
truction of the Beast. by the Lord at His appearing 
(2 Thes. ii. 8), become the nucleus of the nu.tiou. 
To them, such of the nation as come out of the judg
ments of the day of the J .. ord, brought to God by that 
terrible process ( Zech. xiii. 8, 9 ), will be added; and 
thus the nation Israel made to know the Lord, will at 

uunouncing Christ's speedy coming to take the throne of his father 
Duvid, and to reign over the houso of Jacob. That no one could 
cowe and preach Jesus in connection with t!te nation's calling whilst 
the Church is on earth, is evident from this, that, whilst the Church 
is here, that wurtl still holds good, that those " that W'e alive nnd 
rl'main unto the coming of the Lord [tht~t is, believers] shall be 
CWI[jhl lljl.'' 
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last find rest and glory under the sceptre of the 
Son of David in the land which Gou gave to their 
fathers; and there" the Gentiles shall come to [thei1·] 
light, and Kings to the brightness of [their] rising," 
(Isaiah be. 3). "Behold, the days come, sait.h the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David n righteous Branch, 
nnd a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment antl justice in the earth. In his days 
J udah shall be saved, nnd Israel shall dwell safely; 
und this is his Nume whereby he shall be callcJ, THE 

Lono OUJ~ manTEOUSNESS. Therefore, bcholu, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that they shall no more 
say, The Lord liveth, which brought up the chilurcn 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord 
liveth which brought up anu which led the seed of 
the house of Israel out of the north country, and 
from nll couutrics whither I hat! thi\·ell them; and 
they shall <lwell in their own bnd" ( tlcr. xxiii. 5-8). 
"At that time they shall call tlcrusalem the throne of 
the Lord, and all the natio11s [the Gc11tilcs] shall be 
gathered unto it, to the numc of Lord, to J(;l'usalem: 
neither shall they walk any more after the imagin
ation of their evil heart" (Jc1·. iii. 17). "And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of 
the mountains, nud shall Le exalted aboYe tl1e hills; 
and all the nations [the Gentiles] shall flow unto it.. 
A11U many people shall gd and say, Come ye, and let 
us go up to the mouutai1\ of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob: aml he ''ill teach us of his 
ways, aud we will walk in his paths: lor out of Ziou 
shall go forth u '*law, and the wor<l of the Lord from 

* Su the Hebrew, us in hniah li. ·L 
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J eruso.lem. • And he shall j utlgc among the nations 
[the Gentiles], and shall rebuke mauy people; and 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neithe1· shall they leam wa1· 
any more" (Isaiah ii. 2 -4). And whilst in those 
days there shall be no more war, sickness and death 
shall also be brought under control,-" I will take 
sickness nway from the midst of thee. There shall 
nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: 
the number of thy days I will fulfil'' ( Exod. xxiii. 
25, 26 ). " There shall be no more thence an infant 
of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: 
for he who dies a hunured years old is a youth; mHJ 
he who dies a hundred years old is a sinner accursed" 
(Isaiah lxv. 20).t "That you1· days may be multi
plied, aud the days of your children, in the land 
which the Lord sware unto your fathers to give 
them, as the days of heaven upon the earth" ( Deut. 
xi. 21. Not thnt people will not be then in umc· 
deemed bodies; but great will be t.hc t.riumph, in 
those days, over the evils of the fall. For whilst we 
may suppose that, in those days, all the still-hidden 
powers of nature will be developed fo1· the service of 
man, we k11ow for certainty that, iu the day when the 
Lord takes to himself his great power nud •·cigns, tlw 

. • Doubtless, the Clwrcfl has cvct· bceu under responsibility to 
publish the Gospel in nil nations (1\fnt. xxviii. l !J), nn<l ull nations 
are under the deepest responsibility through the Go!<pcl to turn to 
God (Acts xvii. 30) ; but it will not be by rncnns of the Clwrch, 
but by means of the nation Israel, with Jesus nt their head ns their 
Saviour nnd King, that nil the nations will be c.D'ectually brougM to 
the knowledge anJ worship of the true God, for" out of Zion shall 
go forth n lnw, nnd the word of the Lord from .lerusolem." 

+ Finn tlw Hdw~l\'. 
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Lord's own power shall be put forth, in miraculous 
energy, on behalf of his people to over-rule the 
laws of nature when working against them, so as to 
give them full victory over all evil, the evil one lJim
self being then bound; for "then the eyes of the bliud 
shall be opened, and the cars of the llcaf shall be un
stoppcd: then shall the lame man ·leap as a hart., anll 
the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness 
shall waters break out am! streams in the desert" 
(Isaiah xxxv. 5, G). This is the .l\lillennillln, the Golden 
Age of Scripture, " the times of restitution of all 
thiugs, which Goll hath spokeu by the lllouth of ull 
his holy prophets since the world began" (Acts iii. 
21.) This is the em·tldy calling. 

Nor let it be supposed that this is makiug too much 
of these callings i for the whole matter is not yet told. 
'Ve rend that there will be after the 1\Iillennium "a 
new heaven anu a new earth," in wl1ich there is uo 
sea (Rev. xxi. 1). From this it woulu appear that 
these two calliugs, the heavenly calling and the 
earthly calling, although limited to a thousand years 
in their first form, arc in their essential character, 
abiding and eternal. 

III.-How soon the rapture of the Church will take 
place none eau tell. The foregoing Scriptures 
warrant us in saying, Any day it may take place. 
Nothing prevents it but Gotl's long-sutlering towards 
the world (2 Pet. iii. 9). 1 Great is the coming wrath. 
God in his love has scut falvat.ion to men through the 
shed blood of his Son. Eighteen hundrell years has this 
testimony been proclaimed in the earth. What charac
terised early times characterises late times, "They 
nll with one couscut began to make excuse." But 
for gmcc that compels to co111c 111, uonc would be 
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saved; but this does not remove the respousibility of 
those who reject God's love. '' The Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire taking vengeance ou them that know 
not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, uud from 
the glo1·y of his power; when he shall come to Le 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe" (2 Thes. i. 7-10). 

li'or this reason, it may still please God, for some 
years, to go ou re-iterating the testimony of his love 
in the ears of a will-Le godless world, and "addiug 
to the Church daily such as should be saved." At 
present there seems to be a clouding in on all sides, 
but God may yet again disperse the clouds and cause 
His word to have free comse in the em'th. If so, the 
rapture of the Church will yet be deferred for a 
season; but if otherwise, a few days may sufilce to 
make us know experimentally what that rapture is. 

llretht·en, are we prepared tot· this nltcruativc? 
Do our hearts rejoice at the nearness of the prospect? 
Some eighteen centuries ago an iuspircd upostle said, 
" The night is fur spent, the day is at hand" ( Rom. 
xiii. 12). How much uearcr must it be now? 
Are our hearts glad? " Evmy man tltat lwtlt tltis 
ltope in /Ji1n 1mr{jietlt himself, even as /le is pure" 
(1 John iii. 3). 

llnt whilst the Church has been called to share 
Christ's tlt1·oue in the heat,ens, she has ulso been called 
to share one part of Christ's work on the em·th, uumely, 
that of a witness to the truth (John xviii. 37 ). He 
testified that with the holy Got!, who hates sin aJHl 
must. judge sin, there is grace, that is, lon to his 
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creatures though sinners; and, more especially, that t!te 
present time is a time, not of judgment, but of shewing 
grace unto salvation, through the gift of His Son, 
even to the worst,-thn.t judgment is, indeed, ~oming 
but is not present. But men who hate the holiness that 
testifies that the world's works arc evil (John vii. 7), 
hate still more the grace that·" receivcth sinners mHl 
eateth with them" (Luke xv. 2 ). A111l thet·efore, whilst 
the Church is called to shnrc Christ's work of testi
mony on the earth. she is also called to share Christ's 
su.fj'erings for that testimony; a)l(l, by sz~;O'ering for well· 
dving, and still shewin!l kindness, to exhibit, iu her walk, 
as He did in His wnlk, wltat grace means, if by auy 
means men, through fuith in God's grace, may be saved. 
Her Lord's path down here is the Church's path,
n. path of sz~ffering in testimony to the grace of the 
holy God. "If nny man serve me," says Ile, ''let him 
Jvllvw me; nud where I am, there shn.ll also my servant 
be" (John xii. 2G). This is the scn•ice that bclougs to 
those that arc cnlled to sit upon Christ's throne. It 
did not belong to the nation Israel; neither will it 
belong to them in the 1\Iillennium. Uut how often has 
the Church, iu forgetfulness of this her calling to 1'CifJH 
in heaven, to su!]'er on earth, ·been found walking 
rather as the nation Israel than as the Churclt, seeking 
establishment and dominion here rather than the 
furtherance of this her holy and beautiful testimony. 
Hence, what disnstet•! 

Whilst His comin4 is still deferred, may we be 
found in all sympathy wit.h Ilis Divine love to sin
ucrs, giving ourselves to this scn:ice of testimony to 
the grace of God, and rejoicing if " counted worthy 
to sufl'c1· shnme for his unme." " If we sufret·, W!: 

shall reign with Ili11111 (2 Tim. ii. 1::?). 


