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WORK AND WORKERS

TORONTO, ONT.—Mr. Adams, from South America, had meetings
here telling of the work in that country.

ORILLIA.—Bren McClintock and Shivas have had good meetings,
with evidences that God is working.

THEDFORD,—Bren. Fuller and Wilkie have had encouraging meet-
ings, God working. There is no Assembly in this place.

CAMPBELLFORD.—]. Pearson and C. Summers are having a seriea
of meetings with us.

LYNDOCK.—]. Lyon is having meetings in a new place five miles
from here.

LONDON.—T. Touzeau and T. Dobbin are having meetings, with
some blessing.

GALT.—W. Pinches is having special meetings.

BOLTON.—F. G. Watson has been here helping in the new Hall,
and having meetings. )

WINNIPEG, MAN.—]. C. Beattie had helpful meetings, on the
Tabernacle, in the West End Hall. C. H. Willoughby has had meetings
in the Bon Accord Hall. L. Sheldrake is expected, on his way to Edmon-
ton where he and his family expcct to locate for the winter. .

P _VANCOUVER, B. C.—D. R. Scott is having meetings at Brush
rairie,

HARBOR GRANGE, NEW FOUNDLAND.—Bren. Brennan and
Dickson are having very interesting meetings in an Orange Hall. There
is a good hearing, and evidences that some are being reached by the word.
This place is 75 miles from St. Johns.

ESTERLY, R. I.—The Conference here was a time of searching
and refreshing. Wm. Matthews, Dr. E. A. Martin, and Mr. McLeaa,
from India, ministered the word.

STRATFORD, ONT.—The Assembly is increasing in size, and the
interest in the Scriptures is good. Mr. Binch makes this his home.

LA MARQUE, TEX.—R. A. Barr has seen a few souls saved in 4
these parts. He is seeking to reach some places near Galveston, and Hous-
ton, that are not often visited.

BRANDON, MAN.—Mr. R. Gratias has moved here. His address is
now 753, 13th St., Brandon, Man. He had a series of meetings in Portage
La Prairie with good attendance. . .

FLORIDA.—For the sake of any who may be purposing to visit
Florida we give the addresses of the correspondents for the Assemblies:
MIAMA, FLA., Mr. E. Warner, Care of Baker and Holmes. TAMPA,
FLA., Mr. Joseph Robinson, 705 Santigo Ave.

PATTERSON, N. J.—Bren. Bradford and McEwea had good meet-
fags here. They also had some meetiags at Irviagton, N. J., which were “

much appreciated. l
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GOD'’S PRESENCE.

E NOW enter the year 1920. The world conditions
grow worse and worse: its principles more and more
Sl anti-christian: its opposition to everything that is
® of God more and more manifest. The Christian‘s
path grows more and more intricate and perplexing.
The * perilous times’ are upon us. Whom shall we choose to
guide us through the bewildering maze,—a protecting angel, or
God Himself? At first sight the question may seem to be one
easy to decide: but do we understand what is involved in our ;
choice?
The children of Israel were brought to a point where it
was necessary for them to make this choice. God said, “I
will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Can-
anite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perazite, and Je-
busite: unto a land flowing with milk and honey, for I will not
go up in the midst of thee; for thou are a stifinecked people;
LEST I CONSUME THEE IN THE WAY,” Ex. xxxiii:
2, 3. “Lest I consume thee in the way.” Is this what the
presence of God involves? If they chose the angel they would
not be consumed in the way but led safely on, triumphant over
every enemy, into the land flowing with milk and honey. Wou'd
it not, then, have been wisdom on their part to have chosen
the guiding angel?
But why did God say that if He went up in their midst He
"would consume them? Israel had ‘“sinned a great sin.” They
had made a molten calf, and said, ‘“These be thy gods, O
Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt........ and
the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.”
The fire of God's consuming anger burned against them and
there fell of the people that day about three thousand men.
“Our God is a consuming fire,”” Heb. xii: 29. God is a
holy God; and those who choose His presence must expect |
His signal judgments against outbroken sin. ‘“‘For the Lord :
thy God walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and
to give up thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be
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holy; that He see no unclean thing in thee, and turn away from
thee.” Deut. xxiii: 14. God will not sanctlon unholiness, nor
wink at outbroken sin, in any company that is really gathered
unto His Name. ‘“Where two or three are gathered together in
MY NAME, there am I in the midst of them,” Matt. xvii
20, was spokén in connection with the execution of judgment
upon an unrepentant sinning one in His Assémbly.

Those who desire God's presence must be ready to carry
out God’s judgment upon the erring one. Moses said to the
Israelites, ‘‘Thus saith the Lord God of Israel. Put every man
his sword by his side,and go.in and out from gate to gate through-
out the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man
his companion, and every man his neighbor....... and there
fell that day about three thousand men,” Ex. xxxii: 27, 28.

What a solemn responsibility rests upon those who- claim
to be gathered unto the name- of . the Lord Jesus Christ, not
only to keep themselves holy, but also to keep the Ascembly
holy, lest God see some unclean thing, and turn away. Men
may gather in the name of Peter, or Wesley, or Luther, or
Knox; they may form missions and call them by Bible names;
they may gather in the unconverted, the unbaptized, the law-
less and selfwilled: they can take part in the world’s politics,
form unequal yokes in business and marriage, sit down to eat
and drink and rise up to play in all the world’s pleasures;
and yet see no signs of God's judging hand upon them: yea,
may thrive and prosper and multiply as in a land flowing
with milk and honey: and, if born again, will be in heaven.
Unwittingly, these have chosen an angel’s guiding presence,
and not God’s. Their day of reckoning will come bye and bye.

Moses said, “If thy presence go not, carry us not
up hence.” Is this the language of our hearts as we enter the
year 19207 If we desire to walk in self-will; to permit known
sin; to have those who are defiled and disobedient in the As-
sembly, then let us give up all thought of having God’s pres-
ence in our midst; let us be content with an angel victory over
our enemies, and a land flowing with milk and honey. But
what are blessings apart from the presence of the Blesser. F

The people of Israel had sense enough not to choose the
angel, and to be unmolested in their evil ways, so they humbled
themselves and stripped off their ornaments. Moses said, ‘‘If
thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence, (ver. 15).
What would the ‘“good land' amount to without the presence
of God? Solomon was in the good land. He was king there,
He made for himself great works, houses, vineyards, gardens,
orchards, pools: he had servants and maidens, had great pos-
sessions- of great and small cattle: he had silver and gold and
the peculiar treasure of kings: he had men singers and women:
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-singers, and musical instruments of all sorts: in short he had
all that the good land in the acme of its splendor could af-
ford, and yet when he surveyed it all he was compelled to
say, ‘‘all was vanity and vexation of spirit,’’—a striving after
wind. Blessings cannot take the. place of the Blesser, not
satisfy the heart. A guardian angel, a safe journey, victory
over enemies, the good land, and an unclean camp, unholiness
unjudged, alas for the man who would make this choice! Well
might Moses say, ‘“If Thy presence go not with us take us not
up hence.”

If we are to have more of God’'s presence this year than
‘last, then we must have less of sin, less of self will, less of law-
lessness: we must have a more godly separation from every-
thing that displeases. God: more whole hearted obedience to
His holy word. We may feel the consuming fire of his holiness
far more frequently than do those who choose a guardian angel,
but it is against our sin He fighteth, ‘ If ye be without chastise-
ment, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not
sons.”” ‘““Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom He receiveth.” O that we might hear Him
say: ‘“My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee
rest.” E. AL M.

SHEPHERDING THE FLOCK.

E HAVE many preachers and teachers, but few true
.shepherds. Visits are made when saints go astray,
Sl often more of a judicial than a shepherd character;
but there is little real shepherd work, and the lack of
it is felt everywhere. A brief consideration of who is a shep-
herd in the flock of God, and what his qualifications and ser-
vices are, will help us to see better where we are regarding this
matter.

The Lord calls Himself ‘‘the Good Shepherd,” and says
He ‘“‘giveth His life for the sheep’ (John 10:11). Thisis our
pattern. If we are not prepared to ‘“‘lay down our lives” (1
John 3: 16) for those we serve, not as martyrs but as shepherds
and servants, we are disqualified for such work. The shep-
herd feeds and leads the flock—that is, he guides the sheep to
where the food is, and watches over them while they partake
of it. To feed and shepherd is his work (John 21: 16, 17.) It
will be mostly private, generally individual, and as far as pos-
sible unobstrusive.
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SUBSTUTITION.

N THE slope of Beacon Hill, a New-England author
once made it a rule, in a school full of subtile thought,
ool that, if a pupil violated its regulations, the master
=2>* should substitute his own voluntary sacrifical chastise-
ment for that pupil’s punishment. The pupils were quite
young, and for that reason the measure was efiective among
them. He was no dreamer. He would never have adopted
this measure except with the sensitive. Nevertheless, the opera-
ion of these untutored, hardly unfolded, and therefore spon-
taneously natural hearts, indicates what man is. ‘' One day,”
says Bronson Alcott, “I called up before me a pupil eight or
ten years of age, who had violated an important regulation of
the school. All the pupils were looking on, and they knew
what the rule of the school was. I put the ruler into the hand of
that offending pupil; I extended my hand; I told him to strike.
The instant the boy saw my extended hand, and heard my
command to strike, I saw a struggle begin in his face. A new
light sprang up in his countenance. A new set of shuttles seem-
ed to be weaving within him. [ kept my hand extended, and
the school was in tears. The boy struck once, and he himself
burst into tears; and I constantly watched his face, and he
seemed in a bath of fire, which was giving him a new impulse.
He had a different mood toward the school and toward the
violated law. The boy seemed transformed by the idea that
I should take the chastisement.

What happened further in the school? Suppose that boy
had been called. up and punished a second time, after the
master had been chastised, would that have been right? Would
the school have said that was right? The master has accepted
chastisement voluntarily; and now you cannot call that boy
up, and punish him a second time. The school would say that
is wrong. It is against all human nature to do that. Why?
What has the master done? He has so substituted his own
chastisement for the pupil’'s punishment as to remove the
liableness of the pupil to suffer in order to preserve the honor
of the law of the school. Assuredly this case, on the human side,
looks intelligible. I think I can understand that side. But do
you mean to say that in the arc of that little example are in-
volved principles that sweep the whole curve of the Atone-
ment, or show in part how God's chastisement was substitut-
ed for our punishment? Yes, by more than a glimpse; for law
is the same everywhere.

You wish to be born anew? Look on the Cross. You wish
to take God gladly as your Lord? Look on him as your Saviour
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You wish to drop all the heart-burdens of slavishness, and you
desire to come into the obedience of delight? Look om the
Cross. You want glad allegiance to God as King? Look on the
Cross. There is nothing that frees us from the love of sim lke
looking on Him who has delivered us from the guilt of it.

RECEIVE BY GIVING.

WO travelers in a mountain-pass were overtaken by a
] snow-storm. As the night drew nigh ‘they weére still
@yl far from their journey’s end; their strength failed " rapid-
=223 ly, and their limbs became stiffened by ‘the cold. ‘Their
suffering soon changed into a feeling of lethargy, ‘and ‘they
were about to lie down utterly exhausted without ‘a hope
of rising again, when they stumbled against an obstacle ly-
ing right beneath the snow. They stooped down, and, examin-
ing it, discovered, to their astonishment, that it was ‘the’ body
of a man. They touched it, and even they—cold as they weére—
could feel its icy coldness. Was it a corpse .or a living  bedy?
They raised it from the ground, and upheld it in their drms;
they breathed into its motionless lips; they chafed its frozen
limbs, and lo! it breathed—it moved—its eyelids o?ened—‘nts
eyes looked upon them in wonder, and then in gratitude: 'the
man was saved. Very weak he was, and still heeding their
help, and they bore him between them to their journey’s ‘end:
Although they had not thought of it, they had saved, not only
him but themselves also, for their exertions in ‘his behalf had
roused and warmed and animated them to active life again.
Christian brother, are you complaining that youare ‘cold
and feeble, and all but dead? Stop not to lament your weak-
ness; your lamentations will only increase it. Go, help some
fe]low-traveler dying near you; bend over his fallen form in
pity and in faith; pray for him, work for him, and you wil,
through God’s grace, revive both his soul and your own.

GOD.

God of all comfort. ii Cor. 1: 3.

God of all grace. i Pet. v: 10.

God of hope. Rom. xv: 13.

God of patience. Rom. xv: §.

God of consolation. Rom. xv: 5.

God of Peace. Rom. xv: 33.

God of love. ii Cor. xiii: 11.

God of glory. Acts vii: 2. ALrXx. MATTHEWS.
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“TIME IS SHORT.”

By R. MeCRrory.

UT THIS I say, brethren, the time is short: it re-
maineth, that both they that have wives be as though
they had none: and they that weep as though they
wept not: and they that rejoice as though they re--
joiced not: and they that buy as though they possess-
ed not: and they that use this world as not abusing it; for the
fashion of this world passeth away.” i Cor. vii: 29-31. !

- At this season of the year we are again reminded of how
quickly, time flies. And God reminds us in His word of the
shortness of time; not only at the end of the year, or at the
beginning of a New Year, but daily, so that we might not be
unduly occupied with anything down here.

~This word may be viewed in two ways: First, as to our
lives on earth, which are short indeed. ‘‘For what is your life?
It is even a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away."” Jas. iv: 14. Job in his affiiction thought on
these things and spoke of his days as the weaver’s shuttle.
How quickly it passes from one side of the loom to the other:
and in a short time the web is woven. How like our lives this
is: [Each day, each joy, each sorrow, each prosperity, each
adversity, passing from one side to the other as the weaver’s
shuttle. And thus God’'s design is being worked out, and soon
the web will be woven, the life lived out, or may be cut short,
to be-opened out for inspection at the judgment seat of Christ
and in view of this there is no time for trifling: no time to be
unduly occupied the ‘‘things which are seen are temporal,”
for to be so will mean flaws in the web, and so loss at the judg-
ment seat of Christ.

Secondly, this word, ‘‘the time is short’”’ may be looked at
in relation to the coming of the Lord. ‘“For yet a little while,
how little a while, and He that shall come will come, and will
not tarry,”’ Heb. x: 37. Again, ‘ The night is far spent, and the
day is at hand.” And again, the apostle John tells us, ‘it is
the last time,” or, ‘‘the last hour’” (Newberry). As if we had
already arrived at the midnight hour just before the Morning
Star appears. How short then the time is. Do we realize that
this may be the last year? Yea, possibly the last day, or even
the last hour? Surely if we did our lives would be different
in many ways. Instead of the worldliness, the carnality and
selfishness which is so apparent amongst us, we would be
known as “spiritual,”’ as ‘“‘strangers and pilgrims,” as ‘‘living
not umto ourselves, but unto Him who died for us and rose
againi” "1t remaineth that both they that have wives be as
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shough they had none: and they that weep as though they
wept not: and they that rejoice as though they rejeiced mot:
and they that buy as though they possessed not.”” Dees this
mean that we are to treat our wives unkindly, and neglect
them? Does it mean that we are to be stoics, unmoved anrd
without feeling in the various circumstances of life? Boes
it mean that we are to be slothful and negligent im busi-
mess? Surely not. For has God not already answered these
questions? He has told us that we are to love our wives even
as Christ loved the church and gave Himself fer it, Eph. v:
25. And as fellow-members of the body of Christ we are told
to ‘“‘weep with them that weep,” and ‘‘to rejoice with them that
rejoice.”” Then as to business, ‘‘not slothful,”” Rem. xii: 11.
Much is said in the book of Proverbs commending the diligent,
and condemning the slothful. -

While we are in these bodies, linked up in earvh’as rela-
sionships, subject to the joys and sorrows, the lesses and gains
of life, God does not mean us to be unfaithfwl er megligemt.
What then is the meaning of this exhortatiorn in wiew eof the
shortness of time? It is that the Lord should kave the first
place in our lives, and all else a secondary place. Everything
of earth; its relationships, its business, its pleasures, ite peeses-
slons, all are but for a moment. These relationshi!é,ishaﬂ seon
be broken: the fashion of this world passeth away: “ chaage and
decay in all around I see.” L

Why then allow these temporal things te have the clhief
place in our hearts, and thus influence our lives cauwsing wn to
bear such an inconsistent character as is expressed im such
words as worldly, carnal, selfish? God’s purpose is that we
should be the very opposite of these; and it is only as we re-
member daily that ‘‘the time is short,” and see the true char-
acter of earthly things, that we shall look upon and set a proper
value upon the things which are unseen and eternal. Seeking
God’s glory first: seeking those things which are above, as those
who are risen with Christ. So shall we be ‘‘after Christ,” and
be according to the will and purpose of God.

' Whichever view we take of the fact that ‘“the time is
short,”’ surely the exhortation is seasonable. May the Lord so
speak through His Word to our hearts, that we may hear and
give heed. ‘‘And that, knowing the time, that now it is high
time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer
than when we believed.”” This word, and the other scriptures,
seem to indicate that a spirit of slumber will set in among the
people of God prior to the day dawn. The wise, as well as the
foolish virgins *'slumbered and slept.” We are exhorted by the
Lord Jesus to watchfulness, lest coming suddenly He fidd wus
sleeping. Moreover this last hour of the night is eshasaetesized.

7
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by coldness as well as sleepiness. ‘‘The love of many waxing
cold.”” How all this must affect our blessed Lord; the faithful
One! He changes not, but loves us today with the same in-
tensity of love as when bearing our sins on the cross. Let these
things grip our hearts afresh so that we may awake and ‘‘rise
from among the dead,” so that we may be found serving our
generation by the will of God, as those who love His appear-
ing.

We are face to face with the fact, not only that time is
passing quickly, as we enter into another year, but the time is
short, and ‘‘the end of all things is at hand.” We think of the
present after results of the awful war, agitation and unrest
everywhere. Democracy and lawlessness on the increase. Ap-
parently the only one who can lay his hand on capital and
labor and unite both is the * Antichrist,” that man of sin. And
are not the conditions out of which he is to arise present with
us? In Revelation the symbol which God uses in speaking
of the nations in these last days is the sea, which surely repre-
sents the nations in that state of unrest and agitation so charac-
teristic of the sea. Out of this condition the “beast” is to
arise. Surely all these things ought to speak loudly to us!

I conclude with this word again, *But this I say, brethren,
the time is short: it remaineth that they that have wives be
as though they had none: and they that weep as though they
wept not:' and they that rejoice as though they rejoiced not:
and they that buy as though they possessed not: and they that
use this world ;s not abusing it; for the fashion of this world
Passeth away.” ‘“The things which are unseen are eternal.”
‘The coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” ‘‘Amen, even so
come Lord Jesus.”

THE PRAYER OF FAITH.

Thmgs that accompany the prayer of faith:
Heart obedience. John ix: 31.
Abiding in Christ. John xv: 7.
According to God’s will. i John v: 14.

Without doubting. James i: 16.

Taking hold on God. Mark xi: 22.

His word abiding in us. John xv: 7. ]
ALEX. MATTHEWS.
< .

Faith, which always acts according to the mind of Christ,
stoops to no unworthy device for deliverance from trial, leav-
ing consequences wholly with God.
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BELIEVE—FOLLOW—LEARN.

T IS an interesting and profitable study to notice the
words used in the scriptures when introducing the
Gospel to the early disciples. Words easy to be un-
derstood, and yet used in an orderly manner, shewing
that there is progress and growth in the Christian life.

To begin with we have the word ‘‘believe,” that is faith, or
trust. How is faith produced in the heart? The Scripture an-
swers, ‘‘Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of
‘God. Now what is it that the word of God brings before us
.as that which we are to believe, rely upon, or trust? Surely
it is a PERSON: none other than the living Christ of God.
He is set before us as the SAVIOUR, not only from sin’s
penalty and doom but also from its power and dominion. He
1s also set before us as LORD, the one to whom we yield ob-
«edience, joyfully, willingly, instantly. Then He is our FRIEND
in whom we confide, whom we love, to whom we can go for
help, for guidance, for comfort, for strength, because He ever
lives, and changes not.

Many benefits come to the one who thus believes in the
Son of God. By believing we receive the right, privilege, power
to become children of God. Such will not perish: they are no
longer under condemnation: they have everlasting life: they
shall never thirst, for they have within them a well of water
springing up into life everlasting; and because of this there.
flows from them rivers of ‘‘living water’” for the refr&shmg
and blessing of others.

Next in order comes the injunction to FOLLOW the One
in whom we have believed. The Lord becomes the LEADER,
the Guide, the Shepherd: and as such He goes in front of the
sheep, and they are expected to follow. Now what is meant
by following Christ? If we look at a few passages where the
word ‘occurs, the meaning becomes plain. John xii: 20, shews
clearly that the follower of Christ will serve the Lord in such.
a fashion that he will yield up life itself in order that the in-
terests of the One he serves may be carried out. Luke v: 11,
tells that they forsake all and follow Him. He was to have the
first place in their affections, desires, persuits, so they left their
ships, their nets, their father; all, all were left behind and for-
saken for the sake of the One whom they followed. Luke
ix: 23, speaks of the follower of Christ denying himself, not
merely in some things becoming self-denying but a denial of
the whole self, everything that comes into conflict with the
claims of Christ. They are to take up their cross daily, not
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shirking amy pain or loss for Christ’s sake. The word doubt-
less has its special application to those who devote themselves.
wholly to the work of the Lord. The follower of Christ not only
is a child of light, but he walks in the light, and not in dark-
mess, John viii: 12. He recognizes the voice of the Good Shep-
herd, and follows Him whithersoever He leads. :

Those who thus follow are LEARNERS in the school of
Ghrist, for the word is, ‘‘ Take my yoke upon you and learn of
me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.” It takes most of us a
very long time to acquire these necessary virtues. In order te
learn we must take time to be much in the presence of the
Lord, sitting at His feet, drinking in His word and becoming
imbued with His mind and spirit. Thus shall we be moulded
and conformed, even down here, in some measure to Him whose
zelight ever was to do the Father’s will, and please Him in all

ings.
Direct, control, suggest this day
All I design, or do, or say;
That all my powers with all their might
For thy sole glory may unite.
J. WaArRD WILSON.
Wei Hai Wei, China.

QUESTION CORNER.

Ques.—Why don’t you advocate the mse of an organ at your

@espel Meetings?

~ And.—For the simple reason that we find Ro New Testament Scrip-
tare warrant whatever for it. In other words, 'ewould be going back te
Tudaism and unscriptural for this present dispensation. No doubt, if
preachers have no other attractions they need what you suggest in order
® DRAW, but why not rather take the plain Scriptural way? ‘'‘Be not
drunk with wine wherein is excess but be filled with the Spirit, speaking
to one another, (R. V.) in psalms and hymns and Spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your HEART, (not by an organ) to the Lord.”
Eph. v: 18, 19. This will draw.

If we could find any precept or apostolic precedent for the use of an
ergan, or anything else, we wou?d gladly follow it, but in the total absence
of these New Testament warrants ‘twould be following apostate Chris-
tendom’s example instead of the Lord’s authority, to do as you suggest,.
and whatsoever is not of Faith is sin. Rom. xiv: 11.

Let us rather be careful that we have something worth hearing and
the presence of God's Spirit. That will DRAW.

D. Ross, ‘““Our Record,” Sept., 1893.

What is the meaning of the Scripture, ‘“No prophecy of the scrip-
ture is of any private interpretation ’

O PROPHECY is interpretated by itself; that is, the interpreta-
I tion of any prophecy must agree with all Scripture. Each proph-
ecy is a part of one divine whole, and came, not by thy will of
man, but as dictated by one divine person, the Holy Ghost.
Therefore any interpretation that does not agree with all Scrip-

ture must be rejected. It is not of God.

10
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AM, ADDRESS ON THE HOUSE OF GOB.
(Continued from Dec.)
By PuiLiP MAURO.

THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRuUTH.

] HERE is a wonderful contrast between the religiows:
; T systems of the world and the little ‘‘churches of God.”
Bl Whereas the former are now the abode and the breed-
=% ing places of all spiritual dangers, the latter are,
without exception so far as I know or have-ever
‘Beard, absolutely free from all taint or suspicion of higher
eriticism, new thought, liberal theology, larger hope, or any
-ether heresy, whether ancient or modern. This, beloved friends,
is truly a marvelous thing. What has thus protected these
weak little assemblies, composed mainly of ignorant and un-
learned men, with no organization, no paid ministry, and never
a theological seminary graduate to preside over their gather-
ings and manage their spiritual concerns? What is it that has
preserved these insignificant companies from being swept away
by the mighty tides of apostacy? Why is it that, in everyone
of them, will be found the preaching of Christ crucified and
risen and coming again, Christ the only Saviour of sinners, im
virtue of Whose finished Work the worst of men may find
eternal salvation through repentance and faith? The reasom
for this marvellous fact is that “God is faithful.”” He has made
the Church of the living God to be ‘the pillar and ground for
support) of THE TRUTH. (1 Tim. 3: 15). It follows that, wher-
ever saints are gathered to the Name of the Lord alone He
will see to it that ‘‘the truth’ is found there. I have been in
many assemblies of God on this side of the Atlantic, and also
in England, Scotland, Switzerland, Germany and Italy. I have
often found conditions that were far from what they should
be—coldness, worldliness, divisions, and so on. But I have
invariably found ‘the truth,” that is to say, the preaching and
teaching of Jesus Christ—His Person and His redeeming Work;
and have always found the Word of Truth recognized as the
enly authority. It is a great thing to be able to say this. It
¥ a great thing to know of a place of perfect safety from the
spiritual perils that abound on every hand. Were I to preach
in some ‘‘church’ or mission or the like, and be the means of
attracting some saints or sinners thereto, I would have an un-
quiet conscience, not knowing what they might hear should
they go there again, But I have no such anxiety in preaching
in the churches of God, but quite the reverse.
And what is “the truth” which, according te 1 Tim. 3
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15 is to be-grounded in the house of God, the Church of the
living God? The very next verse declares it: ‘“‘And without
controversy great is -the mystery of 'Godliness; God was mani-
fest in ‘the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of Angels, preach-
ed unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up-.
into glory.”  This is the very essence of the truth of God..
It is the great mystery of godliness—]Jesus—Immanuel, God
with us, the Word made flesh for the accomplishment of
eternal redemption, Who, when He had finished the Work
on earth and had by Himself purged our sins, was received up-
in glory to the throne of God. This truly is ‘‘the Testimony
of the Lord,” whereof Paul exhorted Timothy not to be asham-
ed (2 Tim. 1: 8); and it is safe so say that it will always be-
found in its integrity in the churches of God. And why? Is
it ‘because of any special excellence or merit on the part of
the saints who are gathered there? Not so; but simply because-
God has chosen that place to put His Name and His Truth
there. It is solely a question of THE PLACE of His choice. 1
am simply putting the one right place over against the thou-
sand and more wrong places, and am trying to impress it
upon ‘my hearers that we are no more free to choose our
place of gathering than we are to choose how we shall be
saved. God alone is the chooser.

BEARING His REPROACH.

Therefore, we have to consider first of all, the matter of
pleasing God by accepting the place He has given us in
His own House, and by bearing our individual share of
the responsibilities thereof, and also bearing the reproach
attaching to it. For there is no reproach attaching to
“membership” in any one of the respectable denominations
of the world. They truly ‘‘are of the world, therefore speak
they of the world, and the world heareth them.” But let me
remind you that when the Lord was here as a Man among men
there was no beauty seen in Him—''no form nor comeliness’
to attract the natural eye. So it is with His true church. There
is nothing of earthly attractiveness, no adornments of art or
architecture, or display, or musical renderings, or ornate re-
ligious ceremonies, or popular preaching, or human eloquence.
“For as He is so are we in this world.”” Let us guard against
the danger of trying in any measure to make a show in the
world. But just as the anointed eye sees all beauty in Him
Who is the chiefest of ten thousand and the Altogether lovely
One; so the anointed eye can see the heavenly beauty of the as-
sembly. Outwardly there is nothing to attract, but rather te
repel.. But ‘“‘the King's daughter is all glorious within; her
elothing is of wrought gold.”

Secondly we have to consider the matter of personal safe--
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ty and eternal gain. The moment is near for the shaking of all
things and for the removing of the things which can be shaken.
Only the things which cannot be shaken shall remain. For He
Who once spake on earth, and Whose voice then shook Mount
Sinai, hath promised saying, ‘Yet once more I shake not the
earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more,
signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken;:.ae -of
things that are made.” (Heb. 12: 26, 29)." There is but one
place of safety now; and it is a very serious position that
saints of God are in who are connected with the denomina-
tions, or with any human system or institution. The Lord
has solemnly declared that ‘“every plant which My heavenly
Father hath not planted shall be rooted up.” I beg you to
consider, therefore, whether you are connected with something
which our heavenly Father has not planted.

“THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE.”

And lastly let us think of the testimony which the people
of God should be unitedly giving to this perishing world. By
the present divided condition of the people of "God- their col-
lective testimony is weakened to the point of impotence. Scof-
fers and unbelievers point to these divisions as an argument
against Christianity; and many an honest soul is doubtless
stumbled and perplexed by them. And in this connection re-
member that it is the NAMES OF HUMAN ORIGIN that divide.
Whenever a saint of God renounces every name and e€very
fellowship that is not common to ALL SAINTS, he takes a step
l1:)owards fulfilling the Lord’s express desire ‘‘that they all may

e one.” '

May the Lord give us the clear vision to discern the place
of His abode on earth, and to realize that it is indeed the
House of God, the gate of heaven, the place of the laddér set
up on the earth, whose top reaches unto heaven. Soon we
shall see the angels of God ascending and descending unto the
Son of Man. ‘ ‘

LETTERS OF COMMENDATION.

STy )N THE early church, when Christians went from one
Qn place tod another, Ttheyh carried with them letters of
Ggnp] commen ation. o this godly custom the apostle
LR alludes when he says,'' Need we, as some others, egiatles
of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you?”
(2 Cor. iii: 1). Christians were not received on their own
testimony; much less were ministers and teachers. In the
present day, when the need is far greater, and the probability
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‘of vdeceptlon increased a hundredfold, Christian brethren move
~aboutin! thelr own country, and sometimes set out for fields
of tabour in other lands, without even thinking it needful to
carry--with them the necessary credentials of Christian CHAR-
ACTER, if as simple Christians they seek fellowship with fellow-
believers, or of Christian FITNEss for their work, if they g0
claiming to be evangelists, pastors, or teachers.

This want of consideration has sometimes resulted in
much trouble and sorrow. Unproved men have pressed them-
selves into places of.service, and thereby brought dishonour
to the Lord, to the church and to themselves. ‘‘Lay hands
suddenly on no man" is one of God’ s words to all who desire
to know how to behave themselves in the church of God in
these days, when profession is so easy, and a steady, consist-
eat life so difficult.

An impatient one may ask, “Am I to wait till my breth-
rea commend me, when I feel sure God would have me go?’’
God’s. command xs, ‘““Be subject one to another,” and we say
to such an one, ‘Wait.” If, however, this be not accepted as
the will of God by the one anxious to go forth, by all means
let him go; and if left alone with God, it will soon be seen whose
judgment was right—his of himself, or his brethren's of him.
If the former, God will stand by him; if the latter, God will
make it maniféest. We are responsible to God not to help un-
proved and unaccredited messengers; AND EVEN IF ACCREDIT-
ED, STILL NOT TO HELP THEM WHEN THEY DO NOT COMMEND
THEMSELVES TO OUR OWN CONSCIENCE BEFORE GOD....

In bursting the trammels of man’s systems in these mat-
ters, there has sometimes been a breaking loose from God’s
principles of service, which are fellowship together and mutual
subjection; and this has ended but too often in men doing
what was right in their own eyes, while claiming to be guided
alone by God. When such claim is real, it stands the conse-
quences; it looks to God alone, and expects nothing from the
creature, or from fellow-Christians. But to claim to be directed
alone by God, and then to be looking to the Church of God for
support, and to feel grieved if that support does not come, is
surely a serious mistake—a mistake which has grieved and
wearied willing helpers, and has often tended to shut up their
sympathy towards humbler and wiser labourers whom God
would have had them aid.

Timothy did not start of his own accord uncommended
to the work to which he consecrated his life. Probably con-
verted on the occasion of the apostle’s previous visit, Paul
found him ‘‘WELL REPORTED OF BY THE BRETHREN that were
at Lystra and Iconium;” and only after this double commenda-
tioa does Paul propose that he should go with him in his mis-
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sionary service. Timothy did.not volunteer to:go; nor did Paul,
apostle though he was, propose his going except with the :testi-
mony of his fellow-believers ‘as to character ard fitness. Well
would it be for most if they ‘waited thus to be:led into service,
for such waiting years would not be lost. God will never
charge anyone with slothfulness who, with a heart ready to do
His will, is truly waiting upon Him for guidance.

We need probably a threefold witness to warrant eur
entering upon special, public service. (1) ‘An inward conviction
of God’s will; (2) A collateral fellowship with our brethrem in
it: and (3) The evidence of God’s outward providences; thowgh
it will need spirituality to enable us to read the latter aright.
But where these three witnesses agree, we shall not be far
wrong in going forward, ‘‘assuredly gathering’ that God has
sent us. HENRY GROVES.

WHERE HE WAS HIDDEN.

FTER one of the revolutions in Poland the Archdmke
Constantine was eager to apprehend Michael Sobreski.
He learned that the wife of the Pole was at home in
Cracow, and he waited upon her.

‘“Madam,” he said, speaking politely, for the lady
was beautiful and queenly, ““1 think you know where your
husband and sons are hiding.”

“1 know, sir.”

“If you will tell me where your husband is, your sons
shall be pardoned.”

‘‘And shall be safer”

Yes, madam. I swear it. Tell me where your husband is
concealed and both you and your sons shall be safe and usn-
harmed.” '

‘“Then, sir,” answered the noble woman, rising with a dignity
sublime, and laying her hand upon her bosom, ‘“he lies ¢on-
cealed here—in the heart of his wife—and you will have to
tear this heart out to find him.”

Tyrant as he was the Archduke admired the answer,
and the spirit which had inspired it, and deeming the goodwill
of such a woman worth securing, he forthwith published a par-
don of the father and sons.

* E ] * * * * » * * * L » > * »

Is Christ hidden in your heart?

Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ, who laid down MBis
life for you? ,

1§

R
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THE STORY OF THE CROSS.

What depth of mercy, grace Divine,
What depth of love untold,

The wondrous story of the cross.
To sinners doth unfold.

Seraphic beings silent stood
Methinks, in deep amaze.

Before the scene on Calvary’s height,
Which met their downward gaze.

Their faces veiled in homage due,
They bent before that One,

Whose sacred head drooped low in death.
Forsaken and alone.

Alone, He met the tempest shock,
Alone, He braved the foe,

Alone, He conqured death and hell.
And we are pardoned so.

*'Tis finished,” earth and heaven resound;
Bright angels catch the strain:

To meet the judgment due for sin
The Lord of Life is slain.

He left the grave; He rose again;
Exalted now, He lives:

And every lowly, contrite one
He welcomes and forgives.

Come, come, Oh! weary, burdened heart;
Come! taste of Jesus’ love;

Come! share redemption’s wondrous joy;
Come! share His home above.

J. E. HuGHSON, Shetland Isles.

Billy Bray once declared that the promises of God were as
good as ready money any day. He also said the devil would
rather have you wear out the soles of your boots than the

knees of your trousers (1 Thess. v: 17).

Be not willing to have that which may deprive thee of in-
ward liberty, and gender to a spirit of bondage that shall un-

dermine thy joy.

Impatience under God’s corrections only shows our need of

the discipline He is pleased to visit us with.

We can least bear correction when we most need it.
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SUMMIT, N. J.—The monthly conference was wel! attended.
Messrs. H. McEwen, S. McEwen and B. Bradford gave helpful ministry.

HAMMONTON, N. J.—C. Keller and C. Patrizio have been pio-
neering with the Gospel in this place. After two weeks well attended meet-
ings they concluded to continue longer, and were encouraged by one pro-
fessing to get saved. '

PITTSBURGH, PA.—The conference was large, 277 remembered
the Lord. Those who took part in the ministry were Brem. Fergusonm,
Bradford, McEwen, Oliver, McGeachy, McMullen, McCracken, Beveridﬁ,_
Duncan, Armstrong and Winemiller. Bradford and McE wen remained for
meetings.

BOSTON, MASS.—Mr. P. Mauro continues with two meetings a
week, with some interest. Mr. McLean gave us a night in India.

HOUSTON, TEX.—Bren. Erskine and Keller had two weeks’ meet-
ings after the conference which were much-enjoyed. Mr. Keller then went
on to SAN ANTONIO, and had some excellent meetings there. From
there he went on to TUCSON, ARIZONA, 500 miles from the nearest
Assembly, where he distributed tracts from house to house, both in Eng-
lish and in Spanish.

LAWRENCE, MASS.—We had a real good conference. Brethrea
Mauro and Hunter ministered the Word.

FRESNO, CALIF.—Brethren Rolph and Olson had meetings in the
Tent for three weeks, and then in the hall for a week. Three followed the
Lord in baptism. Mr. Rolph took the regular meetings in CORNING,
CALIF., during October and went through the town with tracts also.
Bro. Davis, of San Diego, also distributed tracts through the town, and
preached on the streets. They then went on to CHICO where there is a
small Assembly, and are going from house to house with tracts and hav-
ing cottage meetings.

HARBOR GRACE, NEW FOUNDLAND.—Bren. Brennan and
Dickson have had very encouraging meetings for numbers and interest.
The people are easy to talk to, but very dark as to eternal matters.

MONCTON, B. N.—Bren. Goodwin and Milnes had some mcetings
here in the hall where the Assembly now meets. They had also the privi-
lege of having meetings in the Car Shops where as many as 70 men have
sat and listened to the Gospel.

HAMILTON, ONT.—We had a visit from Mr. D. Oliver; also from
our Bren. Johnson and Adams from Venezuela, S. A.

KRON, O.—We had Brethren McCracken and McMullen with us
for a few nights. They went on to Cleveland.

PITTSBURGH, PA.—The Conference was good. One man profess-
ed to receive Christ, and God's people were spoken to and refreshed.

WESTFIELD, N. J.—H. G. McEwen continues meetings here,
some professing. A Sunday school has been started with a good attend-

nce.

SEATTLE, WASH.—Opening meetings were held in the new hall
Roy street and 4th avenue, November 30th. Strangers from neighboring
Assemblies were with us, and the faithful word was ministered to bot}:
saint and sinner by Bren. Jas. Rae, Firth and Douglas.

SPRINGFIELD, FIFE, SCOTLAND.—Mr. W. G. Smith, who
labored in Virginia, has begun a series of meetings here, a place where
there is no Assembly.

FALLEN ASLEEP.

Mr. John Smart, of Hamilton, Ont., formerly of Berkshire, England,
was taken suddenly while at his work on December 3rd, aged 65. He was
saved twenty-five years and connected with the McNab street Assembly
for about ten years, a quiet consistent man who leaves a good testimony.
R. McCrory spoke at the funeral.

) M. H. Leonard, of Waterbury, Conn., departed to be with Christ,
November 21st, in his 50th year. " He was eaved for twenty-five years.
Mr. B. Bradford spoke at the funeral. : :
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‘“To-day Shalt Thou Be With Me in Paradise.”

HE sweetness, the comfort, the rest of heart, which
this assurance gives, is beyond all expression. There,
with the Lord’’ and with loved ones who have gone
before, the soul rests, clothed in light, and breathing
the air of heaven. 71he Christian mother has found her first-
born, long, long gone before her, but never forgotten. And oh!
what a fresh spring to her worship! ‘O magnify the Lord with
me and let us exalt His name together,” will now Lte their
joyous song. And there, too, the husband meets the wife of
his youth, who was early called, but whose hearts were formed
to love, not only for time but for eternity. True, human re-
fationships will be unknown there, but hearts and loves re-
main forever.

But lest we should anticipate the resurrection-state, we
leave—oh most contentedly leave—our dear, our loved, our
cherished, departed ones, ‘‘with the Lord,” and with each
other, in that blooming garden of heaven’s choisest delights.
Now, we often travel by faith, between the dark valley and
that bright Eden above; but soon, soon the Lord will come.
Lord, Lord of that happy land, how soon? When, oh when,
shall the cloudless morning come? ‘‘A little while,” is the
Master's own measure of His own absence. Then when the
happy morning dawns, we too, shall say farewell to this vale of
tears. Faith's work shall then be done; for ‘‘we shall see Him
as He is.” Hope, too, shall then be realized in the Person of
the Lord, as it is written, ‘“and they shall see His face.” These
all-important companions of the valley are no more needed.
Faith, so long accustomed to the flight shall then and forever,
“fold her wings.” Farewell, ‘‘precious faith,”” but, oh, how
much T owe thee! Hope, ‘' blessed hope'’—soul-sustaining hope,
shall then be lost amid the glories of the Jerusalem above; but
LOVE remains; yes, love, eternal love prevails through all the
ransomed throng.

But what, my soul, what of the poor body that lies mould-
ering in the grave? The now humbled body shall, ere long,
share eternal glory with the soul. Scripture is plain on this
point.

S ———

In the striving as to who shall be “‘greatest,” it seems to be
overlooked that he that ruleth his spirit is greater than he that
taketh a city (Prov. xvi: 32). All who thus rule are truly great.

iv



A Monthly Magazine
for ministey of the Word of God
with areounts of work Jone
for the LoD iy accordance
with His Word

February, 1920.

CONTENTS Page
From Various AUthoOrs, ..o sseeresseneeneens 17
The Putting Away of Sin, ..ot reresinens 18
Decline in the Church, ... 21
CTOBELREL,™ ...ttt [P RT— 24
Love in the Truth, ..........iieeeneeeennns erenrrere s 26
The Abiding Presence of the Lord, ..........eieveoieeieinnnennnns 27
The Temple of the Living God, ..........cccocoooveviiiinrceieeeereeeieeens 28
QUESHION COTIET, .o.oeoeeieoeceieeeeeteteeeeeeeetee e eevesetesessasesesaseresessssesenessasenen 31
A Starthing FACt, ...cccoooveiiieiiriieeeceeetcee et s s sresesebesesesesseanasaas 31

Let US DIaW NEAT, ..c.o.oooieiiiieeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeecesseeneasssseessesrassnsssaasasnees 32 '

: r\ WOork and WOTKETS,.........ccveviivieiienieetrisseseesesssssseessessseseessesssessasssnns i, iii, iv |

"L-——._




|
1

WORDS IN SEASON.

Publication Office V Editorial Office.
15 N. Main St., Lewistown, Pa. 31 Tenth St., Providence, R. I.

Subscription Rates. One copy 60 cents per year in advamce. Five or
more to one address, SO cents per copy. .
Addrees Change. Notify ua promptly of any change of address mention-

ing both old and new addresses.
Discontinuances. To have the paper discontinued please send a post card.
Notes for “Wgrk and Workers'’ must reach us by the 12th of the preced-
ing month. .

Entered as Second Class matter at the postoffice, Lewistown, Pa.

WORK AND WORKERS

VICTORIA ROAD, ONT.—The Conference at Christmas was a
helpful time. All round ministry was given by Messrs. Douglas, McClin-
tock, McCartney, Watson, Silvester, Shivas and Bruce.

TILLSONBURG—Our Convention is again over. It was very good,
and the attendance about the usual. Those who ministered were: Bren.
’IMcCréry, Livingstone, McGeachy, Pearson, Summers, Lyon, Dobbin and

ouzeau.

WAUBAUSHENE—F. W. Watson had some meetings here.

OWEN SOUND—The Conference though small was most encourag-
ing. Good words were given by Bren. McClintock, McCrory, Pinches,
McCartney, McMullen and Livingstone. Two professed conversion.

MIDLAND—The New Year's Conference was well attended, Douglas,
Watson, Silvester, Lyon, Steen and Shivas taking part in the ministry.

ORILLIA—W: P. Douglas had a few nights here.

BOSTON, MASS.—The Conference was a very refreshing season,
with about the usual attendance. Those who ministered the word were
Messrs, Oliver, Matthews, Mauro, Telfer, Beveridge, Dickson, Scott,
Morrison, Cameron and Martin.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.—The New Year Conference was the largest
yet. Very helpful and refreshing ministry was given .by Bren. Mauro,
Scott, McClure, Ferguson, Dickson, Bradford, McEwen, Beveridge and
others. Seven professed conversion. More than 600 sat at the table of
the Lord. Mr. P. Mauro continued meetings in the Mascher St. Hall.

NEW YORK—W. ]J. McClure is giving lectures on ‘The Seven
Churches,” in the 125th St. Gospel Hall.

PITTSBURGH, PA.—Messrs. Bradford and McEwen had meetings
in Pittsburgh, E. Pittsburgh and Homestead after the Conference.

CLEVELAND, O.—Bren. McMullen and McCracken had meetings
in the South Side, with fair attendance; one professed.

SEATTLE, WASH.—God’'s presence and manifest power were felt
at our all-day meetings. The Lord’s people seemed to be refreshed under
the reviving word of God telling of His grace and of our responsibility.
The new Hall is well located, comfortable and airy, and the Assembly is
encouraged to go on for God.

VIENNA, ONT.—Mr. Jas. Goodfellow has moved. His address is
now Vienna P. O., Elgin Co., Ontario. His health is far from good.

OAKLAND, CALIF.—Mr. J. Monypenny was with us for a series of
meetings, which were good. .

LONDON, ONT.—Bren. Touzeau and Dobbin had six weeks' meet-
ings here, which were attended with blessing from the Lord. The As-
sembly has a good Hall, and is increasing in numbers.

ST. ANDREWS, MAN.—The special meetings at this place were

! large and good. Those taking part were: »Bren. Di_c};gq'{;, Fis}l_, Rouse and L
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FROM VARIOUS AUTHORS

Our yet unfinished story
Is tending all to this—
To God the greatest glory,
To us the greatest bliss.
If ‘“all things work together”
For ends so grand and blest,
What need to wonder whether
Each in itself is best!

If some things were omitted,
Or altered, as we would,
The whole might be unfitted
To work for perfect good.
Our plans may be disjointed,
But we may calmly rest,
For what God has appointed
Is better than our best.

-+

A soul estranged from God will seek diversion in anything,
yet find satisfaction in nothing save the Fountain ofliving
waters which he has forsaken.

+

There was not one act for self in all Christ’s life; He was
always at the service of every one. It is difficult for us to be-
lieve in the love of Christ, we are so selfish. Love likes to serve
selfishness to be served. Christ was love; He delighted to serve;
He took upon Him the form of a servant; He took it as a man,
and He never gives it up. Even in that day ‘‘He will come
forth and serve” (Luke 12: 37). It will ever be His delight to
do so.

-+

The way not to be happy or healthy is to keep up an in-
cessant grumbling. If you want to grow lean in soul and body,
excite yourself continually about matters you. know nothing
about. Accuse other people of wrong-doing incessantly, and
you will find but little time to see any wrong in yourself. We
wish here and now to inform all men-of irritable dispositions,
|| that they will be happier and live longer if they only keep
,l cool. Grumbling will kill about a8 quickly as anything we know.
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THE PUTTING AWAY OF SIN.

Without shedding of blood is no remission. Heb. ix: 22,
The blood of Jesus Christ His (God’s) Son cleanseth us.
~ from all sin. I John i: 7.

) 2 T 7OC | b
guilty sinner’s conscience.

Satan has his gospels. These are all characterized
by two things; the making little of sin, as if something less than
the sufferings of Christ were sufficient to put it away; and the
making little of the blood of Christ, as if it were not enough in
itself to purge away sin, that some human merit must be added.

He tells some that there is no such thing as sin, sickness,
death, or Hell; that these are all errors of mortal mind. Mak-
ing nothing of sin, there is, of course, no use for the blood.
But sin and suffering are such realities that but few are able
to realize ease, either of body, or of soul, from this delusion.

He tells others that it is true that the world is
full of wrong-doing, but that the Bible is only a deception con-
cocted by a scheeming priestcraft, that we each make our
own Hell here upon earth: that whether there be a God or not,
an eternity or not, nobody knows. More honest than the form-
er class, these own that all is not right, but hope against fear
that death will end all, that eternal darkness will cast a cover-
ing mantle over all. These like the Sadducees say, ‘‘There is:
no resurrection.” By thus reckoning present suffering a suf-
ficient punishment for sin, these also have no use for the blood
of Christ. ' '

But this dark agnosticism is not pleasing to all, so for
others Satan has ‘‘The larger hope’ gospel; that sin is not so
serious a matter as to merit Hell, and that in spite of false be-
liefs, and wrong doings, that God will finally save all man-
kind: that He is too loving and kind to put any of His creatures
into Hell. But somehow there is such a severity of punish-
ment accompanying sin in this world, ever increasing from the
cradle to the grave, that the awful question forces itcelf, * Will
I not have to face, beyond the grave, the very same God that
has linked sin and misery so closely in this world? And if I pass
out of this world unchanged, to meet the unchanging God,
will not my sinfulness continue, and demand an eternal con-
tinuation of torment such as, to say the least, seems to be the
teaching of so many scriptures?”” Thus the guilty conscience:

18

1HE gospel of God tells how sin is put away, by the
precious blood of Christ, to the perfect satisfaction of
a holy God, and also to the perfect satisfaction of the
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refuses to be satisfied by making light of sin; by this despising
of the blood of Christ.

But these gospels are far from being Satan's masterpiece.
They deceive comparatively few. The expectation of the wicked
is wrath. No such sophistries can remove this expectation.

The conviction remains that sin merits the wrath of God, and
that Hell awaits the ungodly. Impelled by this fear multitudes
seek to avert this fate by endeavoring to be good, reasoning
that if to sin be the way to Hell then to be good must be the
way to Heaven. Upon this false reasoning Satan builds his
most popular gospel. To the Catholic, to the Protestant, to the
Jew, to the Gentile, the first sermon after the cradle, the last
one before the grave is usually, ‘** You must be good or God will
never take you to Heaven when you die: God loves the good
people and hates the bad.”” Who has not heard this from ear-
liest childhood? Millions of religious workers propogate it,
urging sinners, “To make a start for the kingdom,—to turn
over a new leaf,—to get religion,—give your heart to God,—
join the Church,—attend to the means of grace,—do the best
you can,—continue faithful to the end,—do your part and God
will do His,—decide to lead a Christian life.”” and all such like
expressions, clearly indicating that their aim is to make bad
men good and good men better, believing this to be the way
to Heaven. To this, of course they would like to add somewhat
of the merit of Christ, still the real thought of the heart is that
eventually salvation or damnation will depend upon the kind
of a life the person has lived. As a religious old lady once put
if, ‘I expect to stand before the great white throne, my good
deeds to be placed in one scale, my bad ones in the other. If
the good outweighs the bad I will go to Heaven, if not, to
Hell. I hope to go to Heaven, but I am afraid that it will be a
mighty tight squeeze.” Her words express the thoughts of
multitudes of decent, respectable, moral, religious people, a
people self-righteously deceived. A people who make light of
sin, who despise the blood of Jesus. Could all the so-called
-goodness of the whole human race be concentrated, and made
over. to a single individual, who had sinned but once, that
could not put away his sin nor save his soul from Hell. Could
he descend into purgatory, were there such a place, and suffer
for ages, that would not in the least erase his sin, nor earn for
him the least fitness for Heaven. Could he get a second chance
after the resurrection, as some vainly dream, under the most
favorable circumstances, Satan bound and Christ reigning, and
tive a millennium of sinlessness, all this could not in the least
.atone for his sin: nor will all the sufferings of Hell and the Lake
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of fire, for all eternity constitute him aught else than a sinner
fit only for the wrath of God.

This is the only doctrine that does not make light of sin,
the doctrine of God’s Holy Word. The doctrine that the Holy
Ghost makes a reality to the soul, in the work of repentance,
causing the sinner to know that he deserves the wrath of God,
that he can do nothing to better his condition, that he is un-
done, that he is a lost sinner. For all who accept this, God's.
judgment against themselves there is a remedy, an all sufficient
remedy, the only remedy, God's remedy, THE BLOOD OF
JESUS CHRIST HIS SON. It is not the blood and good.
works, that would be to make little of the blood, nothing that
the sinner has done, is doing, or shall do must be added, re-
demption is wholly by the blood shed on Calvary. The blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin. It is needless to
say that those who are cleansed will produce good works, these
are the effects of God's salvation, and not the procuring cause,
the outflow of that eternal life which is the gift of God to all
who trust in the sin cleansing blood, and not the procuring
cause of eternal life. Such works are no part of the redemption

_price. That remains eternally the same, the blood, the precious
blood shed on Calvary. Here sin has found its full punish-
ment, and so is put away to the perfect satisfaction of a holy
God. Here the conscience of the sin burdened sinner finds.
perfect rest and peace.

Reader have you that perfect rest and peace?E A M

THE CENTRE OF ALL CENTRES.

ALESTINE is 160 miles long, 60 miles broad, and has
been the NERVE CENTRE of the earth since the call of
} Abraham. It has been the TRUTH CENTRE of the world

S50 since the birth of Christ. It will be the STORM CENTRE
of the globe in the awful day of the Antichrist and it will be the
PEACE CENTRE of both hemispheres during the Millennial gov--
ernment.

Shameful dispersions are the just punishment of sinful
unions. Simeon and Levi, who had been brethren in iniquity,.
were divided in Jacob (Gen. x_h__x: 5-7.) ;
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DECLINE IN THE CHURCH.

N THESE days of gradual defection from the truth,
and abandonment of the divine principles of the Word,
which have severed believers from the world and gat.hex.'-
ed them in simplicity to the Name of the Lord, it is
frequently asked—‘‘What is the relation of one who
desires to honor the Lord and yield obedience to His word, to an
assembly in which there is manifestly a withdrawal from the
ways of the Lord, as they have been taught and practiced by

godly men through whose service such assemblies were gather-

ed, and for long maintained a testimony for God and His
truth? Is the giving up of God’s truth, and the introductios of
many manifestly unscriptural practices, sufficient warrant for
separating from such companies?”” This as a serious question,
which so far as we have light, we shall seek to answer.
Feebleness in testimony, carnality in condition, and even
defection from the faith, call not, in the first instance, for sepa-
ration, but for faithful and diligent ministry of the Word (see

1 Cor. iii: 1-3, xvi: 10-12), which is for ‘‘correction”’ as well
as for “instruction’ (2 Tim. iii: 16). By such means, restora-
tion to God and to His ways has often been effected, in church-
es which had sunk into a backslidden and gravely doubtful
condition (2 Cor. vii: 8-12). alike in morals and in doctrine.
Even where the evil had grown to such an alarming exteat,
that the power to exclude faithful servants of the Lord, or si-
lence their testimony to His truth, was retained in the hands of
one man, who dominated the church, and by his clerical as-
sumption brought it for the time being into bondage to his
will (see what is said of Diotrephes in 3 John 9: 10), there is
no call from God for the faithful at that stage of the evil to
separation, simply because that company, notwithstanding its:
evil condition, still could be owned by the apostle as *the
church,” and might, still, as he hoped, be reached with the
truth when he came to it, and the deeds of the evildoer re-
membered against him, and dealt with according to God. No
doubt a condition may be reached—in some cases has been
reached—even in a company who are all professedly the chil-
dren of God, but who have so disowned the Lord and defiantly
and persistently set aside His Word in their midst, generally
led on in such a path under the influence of worldly-minded or
sectarian leaders, as to alter the very foundations of their as-

sociation, from an assembly of Christians seeking to own and

give effect to the Lord's will, to that of a sect, and so force
those who fear the Lord and humbly desire to honour His

Word, outside their circle, to be where they can give effect
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to what they have learned of His truth, unhindered by the
laws and commandments of men. But such a solemn crisis
should ‘never he hastened, or such a course taken, until every
effort has failed to arouse the consciences of those who are
immediately concerned, and the help of others sought to as-
sist in bringing God’s Word to bear upon them. The experi-
ences of past years may well teach all who fear God, the wrong
of precipitate action in such matters and the sad consequences
«of unscriptural and unwarrantable seperation. Godly protest
against wrong-doing, based on the authority of the Word, given
by those whose course has been even, and against whose personal
«character no just charge can be made, will certainly have
weight with some, and carry conviction to all; and even if
it does not cause wrong-doing to cease, it discharges the con-
science of the man who makes it from complicity with the
evil, and separates him from it, so far as he is called upon
by God to be at that stage of its progress. But there may
come a time—unless repentance is wrought and the dishonour-
ed Truth of God restored to its place—that the light which once
-shone there for God will be quenched (Rev. ii: 5), the Assembly
-character abandoned, the Lord denied His place, while men
-arrogate to themselves such lordship and rule as belong to
'Christ the Lord alone. Then separation becomes a necessity
to the godly, while continuance under such conditions can only
be regarded as participation in and sanction of the evil.

But there is an opposite danger, more subtle, yet none the
Tess disastrous, where it gains the victory. Love of ease, the
fear of being considered factious, or lacking in grace, may
cause one whose conscience, enlightened by the Word, is exer-
cised before God, to compromise with evil, and silently ac-
quiesce in many things which he knows to be dishonouring to
the Lord and opposed to His Word. This long continued, the .
light which once enabled him to discern the evil becomes gradu-
ally less, until it is eventually lost altogether, and the con-
science once sensitive becomes so sluggish or seared, that it
ceases to trouble, leaving its owner like Eli the priest, with
dimned eyes, as one with whom the Lord has no further com-
munication, but raises up a Samuel to pronounce the judg-
ment of God on the evil, and to continue the testimony which
had failed in Eli's hands. The evil of unwarrantable separation
‘has often been pointed out, but this more common, yet no less
-God-dishonouring course, is by many held in honour. It suits
the spirit of the age, which even among Christians is mani-
fest in their desire to please and be counted pleasant, to stand
‘high in the estimation of their fellows, rather than to honour
\God and yield strict, unhesitating obedience to His holy will,
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as clearly set forth in His eternally abiding Word. (An ex-
tract from the Believer's Magazine, year 1904).

The above article on present day difficulties is both sane:
and seasonable. It contains much sound advice, that will be a.
help to many who are perplexed and distracted by the increas--
ing strife of tongues: besides, it is free from recrimination.
*Striving about words to no profit,” seeking to bring godly
brethren into disrepute by deriding them and calling them.
names is not of God. It cannot be denied that many assemblies
are on the down-grade. Worldliness and lawlessness are on the
increase; and it behooves those who have a heart for God and
His truth to ‘““earnestly contend for the Faith;’ and that means
the whole truth of God. There are certain practical truths
that are vital to our collective testimony, which are being let
go, and consequently, local collective testimony is being an-
nulled. May the Lord- have mercy on us, and enable us)jto
carry out the exhortation of Jude 20: 23. ‘‘But ye, beloved,
building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the
mercy of Our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal life. And of
some have compassion, making a difference. And others save:
with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the gar-
ments spotted by the fiesh.” E. B. Rov.

THE WATER OF SEPARATION.

NE offering, Christ, settled forever the question of guilt

between God and the sinner. This question can never:
RIUA be raised again. But uncleanness, or defilement con--
WGP tracted by the way must be met, as typified in the:
provision of Numbers xix, by the water of sanctification, or
there can be no communion or fellowship enjoyed. Fellowship-
must be maintained in the light: if not maintained declension:
sets in and manifests itself by complaining and discontent..
Self becomes the object around which everything revolves, not
Christ. If this continues without the cleansing by the word
we will soon seperate ourselves from those with whom we ought
to walk. But the word of God pierces, penetrates, and sancti-
fies, fitting us for His presence, and enabling us to learn of Him.
ALEX MATTHEWS.

. This is our business—to conquer self, and daily to advance
in holiness.
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“TOGETHER.”

By S. McEWEN.

“We know that all things work together for good to them
that love God,”’ Rom. viii: 28.

WO things seem to us to be needful if we are to see the
force of this word ‘together.”” First, to believe His
BEEA] word in spite of all that seems to nature to be con-
== trary to the statement that all things work together
for good to them that love God. Second, to link all

God’'s ways with us together; and not to single out one trial,

or experience, through which we pass, and allow it to discour-

age us by giving nature with its reasoning a place, causing us

-to be cast down and ready to cast away our confidence in

God, His care, and His word.

Israel in Egpyt, under cruel masters, making bricks with-
out straw, may be taken as an illustration of this. How they
did chafe under the trial, and find fault with Moses, and with
their circumstances! Thus it ever will be with us if we single
out a trial into which God is leading us, before we see the end
He has in view. But look at that same people afterward, sit-
ting feasting on the roast lamb, sheltered by the blood, and
protected by Jehovah. When we put the two scenes together
we see the good that God had in His purposes for them.

But, alas, how soon they forgot the lesson! At the
Red Sea, with mountains on either side, and the Egyptians
behind them, they were again to prove the care and power of
Jehovah. But nature is blind to His leading, and they com-
plain. ‘It had been better for us to serve the Egyptians thaa
that we should die in the wilderness.” And thus it must ever

"be with us if we single out any trial in the school of our God..
But link the trial with the deliverance: God causing the waters
to go back all that night so that Israel passed through on dry
land; and then to return destroying the enemies. Israel sang
their song of triumph. ‘When we link the trial and the deliver-
ance together then we see the good our God had in His heart
for those who were the called according to His purpose. How
sad to see what little comfort the Lord’s people seem to have

“when called to pass through trials!

Another example. Lazarus was sick, and Mary and Martha
seat word to the Lord, but He did not come. Lazarus died.
What a trial for the sisters! What an opportunity for Sataa
to ll their hearts with unbelief as to the love and care of the
blessed Lord Jesus! How this is manifested in those words,
“Jord if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.”
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But link this trial with the scene at the grave: the stone
rolled away: Lazarus raised and given back to them: around
the table in the home, feasting and rejoicing. Where these things
-are linked together we see the good that God had in His heart
for those sorrowing sisters of Bethany.

O for grace when called upon to pass through sorrow, or
trial of any kind, to remember that the hand that was nailed to
calvary is the hand that is guiding through the trial and work-
ing all things together for our good.

Again. The disciples are in a ship: the Master asleep:
the waves were splashing over the sides and filling the ship.
What a trial for faith! Unbelief fills their hearts, and they say
to the Lord, ‘‘Carest thou not that we perish? We would be
ready to find fault with them did we not know that we have
-often failed in like manner, when passing through trial need-
ed to conform us to the image of His Son. In unbelief we have
thought, if not said, What's the use? Who cares? And we are
ready to give up. But the Master awakes: He speaks peace to
the troubled waters; and there is a great calm. In the trial
taken alone we see nothing but destruction, but taken together
with the deliverance we see all things working together for
our good.

Paul and Silas were falsely accused and cast into prison,
feet fast in the stocks. What a sore trial for these two ser-
vants of God. But faith overcame:—they prayed and sang
praises; and Satan had no room to cast his firey darts of un-
belief into their hearts. They were in fellowship with God.
As we read of the jailor being awakened; saved; washing their
stripes; obedient to the word; rejoicing; setting meat before
them, we see how all things were working together for good
to those that loved God.

In these days when so many are called upon to pass thru
sorrow and trial, what a balm for the weary saint to look con-
fidently past the present trial and know that ere long he will
have cause to thank God because of the other experience
that is linked up with the trial manifesting that all things work
together for good to them that love God.

If we would aim at a holy and useful life, let us learn to
redeem time.

Every event in our life is a messenger from God. Each
‘has a mission to fulfil. Therefore let us reverently enquire:
“‘What message, O Lord, hast Thou in this for me?"
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LOVE IN THE TRUTH.

HAT we are to love all God’s children with a pure heart,
fervently, is the teachihg of God’'s word. In manifest-
i ing love to God's children we manifest love to Christ
J for is it not said, ‘‘Every one that loveth Him begat,
him also that is begotten of Him?" i John v: 1. The
love which we bear to Christ enables us to shew love to all
wh? belong to Him: and ‘‘We love Him because He first loved

us.

In ii John v: 1, we read, “The elder unto the elect lady
and her children, whom 1 love in the truth: and not I only,
but also, all they that have known the truth.” These words
tell out the kind of love that God desires us to have for fel-
low believers—love in the truth. There is much that passes
for love that is not real love: and we require to be on our guard
against a spurious love. ‘Love in the truth’ must be love ac-
cording to truth. A wise mother loves her child: and that
love often manifests itself in denying the child that for which it
craves. A mother, in a railway car, whose nurse held her child
in the seat behind, heard the child crying for something; and
without looking around she called out peremptorily to the
nurse, ‘‘Let the child have what she is crying for.”” The next
moment a piercing shriek of agony came from the child. She
got what she was crying for—a wasp. This was not true love.

There are a good many of the people of God who are walk-
ing in outward disobedience to His word; how are we to shew
our love to them? Would it be loyalty to Christ to fraternize
with them in their disobedience? Would it be love to them to
condone their evil ways? Surely, if we truly love them, we will
seek to exercise their consciences as to their flagrant disobed-
ience to God's word. Love in the truth will warm the erring
one: and, if needs be, cease to walk in such close intimacy with
him as would be construed to condone his sin. This is God's
path for His servants; but every praiseworthy attempt to walk
in it meets with the scorn of carnal Christians. Let the trumpet
of truth ring out with no uncertain sound; and where the lamp
of grace burns low through worldiness, and departure from the
paths of separation, there will be a cry raised against those who
!nalintain God's testimony, as narrow, and sectarian, and lacking
in love.

These are days when the siren voice of the world is heard
on every hand seeking to lure God’s pilgrims from the narrow
path. Bypath meadows may seem fair, but it is enchanted
ground. We are in the last lap of the race, and the prize can
only be won by striving lawfully. Let us walk in the truth, and
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then our friendship will be according to ‘“love in the truth.”
Ecclesiastical friendship has been a disappointment to some,
‘because seeking for love not in the truth. Love in the truth
.cements friendship. Who has not found his heart go out in
love to Christians who, seeing the evils of sectarianism, have
.come out to Christ alone? Who, on meeting such an one for
the first time, has not felt that a fresh bond of love, as well
as that which binds in common to Christ, has been formed?
Yes there is such a thing as ‘love in the truth.” A special
‘love that goes out to those who manifest a desire to walk in
the truth. This real love will warn the one who trifles with
-God’s truth. It will discourage every attempt to make little
of the words of the blessed Lord. ‘““I have no greater joy than
to hear that my children walk in the truth,” are the words of
-one in fellowship with God. What joy it must give God to see
His word honored in a day of declension! Let us then see to it
that our love is ‘“love in the truth,” ‘‘For the truth’s sake which
dwelleth in us, and shall be with us,” ii John 2.
JonN FERGUSON.

THE ABIDING PRESENCE OF THE LORD.

TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN BY WM. MILLERCHEN.
Hebrews iii: 13.

LL DEPENDS on the present moment, therefore look
not far ahead, but concentrate your wholse desire, at-
d tention, and ambition to be to-day in the presence of
the Lord, and in communion with Him; to listen to-day
in everything to His voice, to walk to-day before His
face. One day thus lived before the Lord and in communion
with Himself will quickly bring a succession of such days,
‘Each day works towards the formation of the commg day,
and each succeeds the other.

Neglect prayer and the Word of God, in communion with
the Lord to-day, it will be more difficult to find access into His
presence to-morrow. If you give your little finger to sin or the
world today, to-morrow they will seek to get your whole
hand; if ‘you are overcome by temptation to-day the enemy
will seek to tempt you into greater sin to-morrow.

Therefore resist him manfully to-day by faith, and by the
grace of God your faith-power will be greater to-morrow if you
‘look to the Lord, therefore we ought to seek and abide in His
-presence every moment; for in Him only have we righteousness

.and strength.
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“THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD.”

(ii Cor. vi: 16.)

HERE are many wonders in the universe of creation;..
many in the universe of grace; and who can tell what
are the wonders in the universe of glory? The great-
est thing that ever shall be, the greatest thing that the:
putting forth of God’'s power, providence, grace, and
glory, shall construct shall be the temple of the living God.

But what is a temple? I will begin lower down. What is a
mansion? A mansion is a place where a rich man dwells, col-
lecting around him all that his wealth can provide, and he:
dwells there surrounded with all he admires and loves. What is
a palace? A palace is where a king dwells. It is more beauti-
fully furnished, decked with more costly gems, and more valu-
able pictures; that is a palace. What is a temple? A temple is
where Jehovah dwells; where He surrounds Himself with His
purchases, hangs His pictures; where He resides, surrounding
Himself by the objects He loves, the reflectors in which He is
seen and glorified. This, and a great deal more than this, is
God’s temple. ‘‘Ye are the temple of the living God.”

When God built a house for man, poor puny man, how
did he do it? You are all lovers of nature, more or less. What
a splendid house creation is, what beautiful carpeting, what a
lovely ceiling, what variety of fragrance there is in man’s house!
What a glorious home! If God made such a house for the way-
farer, what sort of house? What sort of mansion? What sort
of palace? What sort of Temple do you think He is building
for Himself? The whole visible creation is but a platform that
God may build upon it. '

Men have tried to build, and plans have been formed;
but God will sweep them all away, and by and by the living
stones, taken out of many nations will be ready for their place
in the great temple of God. Then the scaffolding shall be taken
down, and the temple, the wonder of heaven and earth shall
be seen amid shoutings of “Grace unto it,” and God will make
known the height and depth and length and breadth of what
His love and power and wisdom could do, and shall display to a
wondering universe, his manifold wisdom in building that
temple in which He shall dwell for evermore.

The builder is God. There is not a particle from the foun-
dation to the topstone of which God is not the builder, and
there is not a single stone of that temple about which every
attribute of God is not engaged. If His wisdom can devise, it
will be a good place; if His power can execute what His wis--
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dom devised, depend upon it, it will be well executed; if glory
can furnish it, it will be well furnished; if the love of God can
fill it, it will be filled to overflowing, The Father is occupied
in building it; the Son is occupied in building it; the Holy
Ghost is occupied in building it; and every one that has the
love of the Father, or the grace of the Son, or the unction of
the Spirit, longs to see the top-stone laid, and to hear the shout-
ing of Grace, grace, to welcome it.

This temple is intended for God’s masterpiece. God has
done many wonders in providence, and in grace, but this is
His masterpiece. It is wonderful that He should take the low-
est dust of earth to construct it. When He dwells there in all
His power, He shall point to each of us and say, There is my
-masterpiece. If angels want to see His power, or to see what
His grace could do, He will point to you and me and say, There
it is. If they want to know how much love there is in God,—
how much holiness—He will point to this His masterpiece.
When He created the world it was by the word of His mouth;
but when He came to erect His temple it cost Him the life-
blood of Him who was the ‘‘Brightness of His glory, and the
express image of His person?” and more than 6000 years God
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost have been engaged in con-
structing this temple in which He is to dwell eternally. It is
not yet finished; but what will it be by and by?

In the wilderness God said ‘‘Let them make me a sanctuary
that I may dwell among them.” What a sound in the ears of
those who were in the wilderness when God—looking down in
love, not merely to rain manna from heaven for them—announc-
ed His intention of dwelling among them. That tabernacle was
but a passing earnest of what was afterwards more fully de-
veloped in the temple that Solomon built. Who can tell the
wealth that was there? There were gems from many a mine,
the gold of Ophir was there. Never under the sun was there
such a building as that at Jerusalem. But it was only a picture;
for if God is to dwell with man it is not in a house that men
can build. God must take the manhood with Him ere He can
dwell with man, and so we read of another temple, the temple
of His body. The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us,
tabernacled among us. The humanity of our Lord Christ was
a perfect temple. God was dwelling in man as in the temple
of old. There was an altar, incense, fragrance to God; there
was prayer, there was praise, and there was entire and ab-
solute consecration to God. God’s eyes and heart rested there
continually. :

Oh! what a splendid lamp was that which God kindled
when Christ took our nature upon Him. But man with whom
God once dwelt in amity and friendship preferred the devil’s
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lie and he was ruined. The Lord had come down to dwell
with man, but before he could build himself a house He must
conquer man, and sin, and death, and hell. Oh, think of
it, brought down to the dust of death. That beautiful lamp
that shone out in our world is extinguished, the incense is
scattered, and the thunders of God fell upon that sacrifice,
and He bowed His head and died. The earthly veil was rent
shewing that sin was put away; but God's blessed temple was
down in Joseph’s rocky tomb. On the third day that temple
was raised; then was fulfilled what was spoken by the Spirit,
“Behold I lay in Sion for a foundation-stone, a tried stone, a
precious corner stone, a sure foundation,” and we have another
temple, the temple of the Holy Ghost, built upon this sure
foundation.

God hath laid, in a risen Jesus, the found ation stone of
this temple in which He is about to dwell for ever and ever.
And the Holy Ghost has come down to quarry the stones, to
square them, to take them one by one and put them into the
place where they shall glorify God most. Every individual be-
liever is a temple of the Holy Ghost. There is an altar in each
heart in which the Holy Ghost dwells from which incense goes
up to God, but these are also being builded together on the
one foundation and when the last stone is brought into the posi-
tion intended for it all will be one splendid divine temple; and
the fulness of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost shall be in it
forever.

In Revelation xxi, when John writes of the city he says:
“] saw no temple therein for the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are the temple of it.”" Strange, he saw everything of
glory, but no temple; it had become so identified with God that
nothing but God was seen. No stone as a stone, no pillar as a
pillar, no altar, no temple, but the Lord God was everything.
What an idea of unity this gives, all centered in God Himself.

All this has a practical bearing. God does not inhabit dead
stones we ought to be alive, acting, speaking, working for God.
if we be the temples of the living God. And remember the
temple is the place where He manifests Himself, where God
will manifest Himself to you, the meeting place where you
ought to meet with God and God with you. God wants con-
secrated temples; do not go half way with the world. Let no
merchandise of earth desecrate the temple of God. Let praise
and supplication go up to the High God from you, and when
-the world sees you, compel it to say that God is walking in
you. God delights in our service and God will be glorified,
and we will be blessed. ADAPTED.

‘Some temptations are best withstood by fleeing from them,
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QUESTION CORNER.

‘Fo whom do verses 6, 7 and 8 of Romans 2 apply? Do they refer to -
the Gentiles spoken of in verse 152

LEARLY the whole passage refers to both Jew and Gentile, which
verses 9 and 10 prove. The Jew, having the law, had broken it
in every point. The Gentile, having not the law yet possessing

some standard of right, though crude in mang instances, had
come short also of that rule. In chapters 2 and 3, both alike are prov-
en of God to be ‘‘under sin” and “inexcusable.” But amongst the mass
obeying unrighteousness, were those of verses 7 and 10, who had become
the objects of God's grace.

The ‘' well doing” of verse 7, and the ‘“worketh good' of verse 10,
must be interpreted in the light of the respective offerings of Cain and
Abel (Gen. 4: 3-5) From the beginning no man was ever accepted of God
unless he offered on the altar a spotless victim, typical of Christ the sacri-
fice. No man does ‘“‘well” or “‘good” in God’s sight, otherwise. A heathen
man requires to be justified ‘‘through faith” (Gal. 3: 8); and so does a
Jew, for there is no difference (Rom. 3: 22); moreover without faith it is
impossible to please God (Heb. 11: 6).

The persons in verses 7 and 10 must, therefore, be regarded as true
believers, taken from Jew and Gentile, accepted on the ground of atoning
blood, which was understood and acted upon by faith since the world be-
gan. It must not be imagined that ‘‘glory and honour and immortality
(i.e., incorruptibility), eternal life,” are given as the reward of *patient
continuance in well doing,” for that would be salvation by works and not
of faith (Rom. 4: 4-5). Rather must we understand that it presents a sav--
ed soul, divinely taught the vanity of all that is corruptible, and instead
of seeking any longer after vain things, now seeks witﬁ whole desire the-
full apprehension og all that comes from God. Seeking eternal life is simply
seeking to enter into all it implies. We begin with possessing this life;
then we follow on to know it in its fulness.

A STARTLING FACT.

E HAVE the inspired statement that ‘‘one sinner de-
stroyeth much good,” and it is abundantly illustrated
R by facts along the ages.

One of ‘‘the angels that kept not their first es—
tate,” .a leader in the revolt, made ‘“war in heaven,’
and there commenced a destruction of good that continues:
to this day, and will not soon cease.

One man, standing at the spring-head of our race, by apos--
tasy poisoned the character of all his descendants, and we see:
and feel that he was the destroyer of much good.

Along the centuries of human history, men in high sta-
tions, and of great capabilities, have been the scourges of earth
—deluging it with the gore of the slaughtered, wringing with
anguish the hearts of millions, and loading the winds of heaven
“with mourning, lamentation, and woe.”” Many a great cap-
t?in r:‘iight be named who has wrought widespread destruction
of good.

One author has done a largely destructive work, by cor-
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rupting the literature of his period, and sending deadly streams
down the ages, baleful in their influence long after he has gone
to his account.

One teacher of christianity, by diffusing pernicious error, or
by moral delinquencies, has done immense mischief through
a_large circle.

One vicious youth, by misleading his purer associates, has
accomplished injury not easily repaired.

One sinner of the other sex, whose ‘“house is the way to
hell,’’ has damaged humanity to a fearful extent.

The impenitent sinner destroys a soul of infinite wort
anl;i'['helps by his personal influence and example, to destroy
others

» Now, if ONE destroys much, then by what arithmetic shall
we compute the sum of good destroyed by the countless mil-
lions of sinners who have lived?
v#WHow fearful is human responsibility! Man cannot do wrong
without doing injury to himself and others. He cannot recall
the act; it has gone forever on its mission of harm.

How fearful will be the revelation of the final judgment!

How stupendous the work of the Son of God, to atone for
the sins of a world, to counteract the destructive agencies, to
save ‘a multitude which no man can number!”

LET US DRAW NEAR.

Wh‘y stand I lingering without,

ear and weariness and doubt,
When all is light within?

O thou, the new and living Way,

The trembler's Guide, the sinner’s Stay,
My High Priest, lead me in!

I know the mercy-seat is there

On which thou sitt’st to answer prayer;
I know the blood is shed;

The everlasting covenant sealed

The everlasting grace revealed,
And life has reached the dead!

Not the mere Paradise below;

The heaven of heavens is opened now,
And we its bliss regain.

Guarded so long by fire and sword,

The gate stands wide, the way restored
The veil is rent in twain!.

Without, the cloud and gloom appear,
The penl and the storm are near,
The foe is raging round
Then let me boldly enter m,
Theére end my danger, fear and sin,
And rest on holy ground. HorAaTius BoNagr.
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others.—J. J. Rouse has been at West Bank, B. C., and other places, and
purposes going on to Kenora, Ont. )

BRANDON, MAN.— R. J. Dickson had two week's meetings which.
were well attended though the temperature was 20 or 30 below zero.

INDIANA, PA.—D. L. Roy has been encouraged .in his meetings,
with the Two Roads Chart. in Indiana and Punxsutawney. One was
gathered unto His name and the hearts of His people were cheered. He
hopes to get into some of the little towns around here where the Gospel
has not yet been carried in its simplicity.

YALE, MICH.—Mr. Charles, of Detroit, had a number of week’s:
meetings here, and a week at Melvin, but had to discontinue on account:
of the cold.

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, MAN.—C. H. Willoughby had encourag-
ing meetings here and also in Winnipeg.

TRACTS FREE—For the furtherance of the Gospel, and to encour-
age the distribution of Gospel tracts, I' will furnish the same free, as God:!
enables me, to any who ask for them and will prayerfully distribute them.
Would the Lord’s people pray for this effort, that God may be glorified:
in it. Address, Louis Gabler, 621 Laurel St., Elgin, IlL

GLAD_ TIDINGS TRACT DEPOT—Bibles and Scriptural literature
tracts, calendars, etc., can be had at a moderate price from Mr. D. Suiter,
Glad Tidings Book and Tract Depot, 6133 Catherine St., Philadelphia,

Pa.

CALIFORNIA—The attendance at the Conferences-in Los Angeles
and Monrovia was about as in past years; in Pomona the attendance was
very large taxing the capacity of the Hall. Those who took part in the
ministry were: Messrs. Keller, Roy, Hillis, Grierson, Dempsey, Rolph,
Monypenny, Greer and Waugh. The ministry was practical and edifying
throughout. Saints were present from Long Beach, Oakland, Alameda,
Fresno, Corning, Santa Barbara, Redlands, Rialto, etc. Hillis and Grier-
son left for Texas, Greer to San Dimas, Waugh to San Diego, Rolph to
Fresno, Keller and Roy to Redlands.

FALLEN ASLEEP.

Mr. Thos. Moody, at Weston, Ont.,, Dec. 30th, in his 75th year.
He was saved in Claireville forty years ago, through the preaching of Mr.
John Bain, and was connected with the Claireville and West Toronto.
He was a quiet consistent Christian. B

Mr. Geo. Crane, at Toronto, on Dec. 29th, aged 48 years. He was
saved in Orillia twelve years ago, and was connected with the Assembly
there, and in East End, Toronto. A steady, consistent Christian.

Mrs. Westaway, of Brandon, Man., passed into the Lord’s pres--
ence, November 27th, after a third stroke. She was a good woman and!
will lt()g missed. The funeral service was in the Gospel Hall, R. J. Dicksoni
speaking.

Mr. John Firm, of Stubensville, O., on Jan. 11th, after an illness of’
over two years, passed peacefully into the presence of the Lord. He was:
awakened through the preaching of D. L. Moody, and trusted Christ while-
in a coal mine in Toronto, O., through Luke 19: 20. He was gathered to
the Name when Messrs. Campbell and Matthews first visited Toronto, O.,.
in 1888. Mr. G. Duncan spoke atthe funeral.

BOOK AND TRACT DEPOT—Mr. Ebenezar Wallace, 222 Lorena:
street, L.os Angeles, Cal., has opened a Bible, Book and Tract Depot, and
will be glad to hear from any who desire book$ or tracts.
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THE COMFORTER.

Extract From a Letter written in 1856, by the late Mr. J. Code

HEN I read your letter the lines of the hymn occurred
w to my mind—
o ‘Man may trouble and distress us,
'"Twill but drive us to Thy breast;
Life with trials hard may press us,
Heaven will bring us sweeter rest.
Oh! 'twere not in grief to harm us,
While Thy love is full and free;
Oh! 'twere not in joy to charm us,
Were that joy unmixed with Thee.’

““Ah yes! Christ is the Gieat Remedy—the Blessed One
eternally predestinated by the Father to be the only Source of
consolation to His dependent creation. There is not a joy, nor
a sensation of pleasure, nor a moment of relief for. mind or body,
but must spring from the Son of His love. This is illustrated
by the woman that had the issue of blood. When she touched
the hem of His garment, ‘she FELT in herself that she was heal-
ed.” But was that all—was all the pleasurable feeling confined
to her experience? Ah, no! ‘I PERCEIVE that virtue is gone
out of Me,' was the word of Christ. Which had the greatest de-
light, Christ, or the woman? The Healer, or the healed? I do
assuredly believe it was He who said, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” What a busy time and a happy time had
Christ in heaven, ministéring consolation, and healing, and help
to so many, many breaking hearts, and sustaining so many
through the changes and chances of this mortal life, in this sad,
very sad earth. What a portion has Christ for ever! God is
love, and Christ the only-begotten, which is in the BosoM of
the I ather—‘‘the Son of the Blessed,””—will delight Himself in
letting out His heart to His body the Church in that place
where we

‘Shall never, never sin,
But from the fountain of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in.’

Go into company and join in amusements where God is
not, and his honor is disregarded, and then will the presence
of the Holy Spirit be lost to you, and His gifts will be power-
less in your hands. Do you say “I only go to harmless amuse-
ments, I mean no ill. O God Thou blessed, Thou precious, Thou
eternal God how can it be Thou art not to the souls Thou hast
created, the sweetest, the most beloved, the most glad and
blessed joy! And rather than enjoy Thee will the soul turn to
the sad dark polluting deadly pleasure and enjoyment of this
poor world, there to find peace and joy. You say it does you no
harm—go and say that to God, for if that is true, your case is
sorrowful indeed. It is that you have no delight in Him, and
see no beauty that you should desire Him.

-
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WORK AND WORKERS

EXETER, ENGLAND.—Mr. J. K. McEwen has been having meet-
ings in S. Wales where he began a work some years ago; the Assembly
mow numbers about. 100. . He had thought of toming -over to this coun-
try, but Mrs. McEwen's health hinders. i ’

TUCSON, ARIZONA.—S. C. Keller has returned here from the
California conferences, and is visiting from door to door with tracts. He
had some cottage meetings in Phoenix. where he hopes an Assembly may
soon be formed. i . '

‘GROTON, CONN.—H. R.-Mackenzie and others continue the Gos-
pel meetings and Sunday schoal, with some interest. :

CONQUEST, SASK.—C. H. Willoughby had meetings here which
were enjoyed, some apparently under conviction.

"REGINA, SASK.—W. Wilson has had encouraging meetings at
Benson, and also at Regina and Meredian. He purposes visiting Oxbow
and Estevan. ] C .

GRINDSTONE, MICH.—L. ‘Sheldrake and D. McGeachey had a
week’s meetings here. ) ) )

EMERY JUNCTION, MICH.—W. Ferguson and L. Sheldrake
and J. Goven had meetings here with some interest. J. Goven is now de-
voting all his time to the Lord’s work.

POMONA, CALIF.—Mr. E. B. Roy has moved here from Mon-
rovia. His address is 1472 N..Garey St., Pomona, Calif. An Assembly
has been formed in Redlands, and Mr. Roy has pitched his Gospel Tent
there and is having a good attendance. It is a city of about 12,000.
kir. ?reer is helping in the Tent. Mr. Waugh is having meetings in Los

ngeles. :

TORONTO, ONT.—Pearson and Summers had a few nights'. meet-
ings here in January.—D. H. Oliver has begun meetings in the West End
Hall.—Bren. Watson and McGeachy had meetings in Niagara Falls after
the Hamilton Conference.—The Conference in Hamilton was quite large.
All round wholesome ministry was given by Messrs. Oliver,. Douglas, Mc-
Corry, McGeachy, Pearson, Watson, Livingstone, Scott, Touzeau, Sum-
mers and Telfer—W. P. Douglas and D. Scott are having meetings in
the McNab St. Hall, Hamilton.—R. Telfer is having meetings in. Mon-
treal, Que.—Fuller and Wilkie are having meetings in Wanstead.—]. Mc-
Cartney was in Sunnidale for meetings.—McClintock and Shivas are be-
ing encouraged in Victoria Road.—R. McCrory is in_Midland.~—~Watson
and Steen ‘are in Arnstein.—R. Bruce is having meetings in Bolton:—A.
Livingstone had four meetings in East End Hall, Hamilton.—~Brennan and
Milnes are having meetings in a country school house near Pugwash, N. S.

BRANDON, MAN.—The reetings have been well attended of late,
and two were baptized, and one restored to fellowship,—R. Gratias has
been holding cottage Bible readings in Virden where there are a few who

S S ===
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FROM VARIOUS AUTHORS

‘*‘ Just before God by faith,

Just before men by works,
Just by the works of faith,

Just by the faith which works.”

<+

Humble obedience to God's word is the secret of unity,
just as pride and self-will is the secret of division. '

There are many ways of promoting Christian wakefulness.
Among the rest, let me strongly advise Christians to converse
together concerning the ways of the Lord. Christian and Hope-
ful, as they journeyed towards the Celestial City, said to them-
selves, ““To prevent drowsiness in this place, let us fall into
good discourse.”” Christians who isolate themselves and walk
alone are very liable to grow drowsy. Hold Christian com-
pany, and you will be kept wakeful by it, and refreshed and
encouraged to make quicker progress on the road to heaven.

.

. +

Strange as this statement may seem, we believe it to be
true, and are prepared to stand by it. Men naturally do not
wish to go to heaven. True, they don’t wish -to go to hell;
_but when they talk of going to heaven, they do so because they
think heaven would be preferable to eternal torment, not be-
cause they desire to be there. They look upon the matter pretty
much as a choice of evils, and prefer heaven very much in the
same sort of spirit that a pauper prefers the poorhouse to star-
vation. Take a man of the world, just as he is, and transport
him to heaven, and he would be miserable. He would not find
"his accustomed pleasures; he would not find the company he
generally associated with; everything would be strange; and the
very atmosphere would be filled with that which on earth he
" dreaded—an all-pervading sense of the presence of God.
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SOUND WORDS.

By D. McGEacHY.

‘‘Hold fast the form of sound words,”’ ii Tim. 1: 13.
‘‘Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been
taught,” Tit. 1: 9,

HE FIRST of these two admonitions was’ written toone
T who was exhorted to do the work of an evangelist.
Gy 1 he second was written to Titus as one of the neces-
=== sary qualifications for an overseer who is to have a
godly care for the Lord’s people. If this exhortation
was necessary when the epistles to Timothy and Titus were
written, how much more necessary in our day when the proph-
ecy of ii Tim. iv: 3, 4, is being fulfilled on every hand, and
creeping into Assemblies professedly gathered unto the name
of the Lord. Probably there is no line of ministry where it is
more needed than in declaring man’s condition by nature be-
fore God; and his relationship to the arch enemy, the Devil.

When sin entered into the World, God, in speaking to the
Serpent, (one of the three names given to the Devil, in Rev.
xii: 9), said ‘I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed,” Gen. iii: 15. Two seeds
are distinctly spoken of here, ‘“thy seed,” and ‘‘her seed.”
The latter undoubtedly speaks of the ‘‘Man Child,” born
of the virgin, having been ‘‘conceived by the Holy Spirit.
“Therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall he called the Son of God,"” Luke i: 35. But to whom does
the term ‘‘thy seed’ refer? The Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus,
‘“Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” He also said, ‘‘That which is born of the flesh is flesh.”
(see John iii: 3-6). In Romans viii: 7, we read, “The carnal
(fleshly) mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be. This ought, surely, te
help us to understand who the seed of the Serpent i is, for the
same nature is here said to be in the carnal mind, as is in_the
Serpent and his seed, against the woman and her seed in Gen.
jii: 15. We have this confirmed when the Lord Jesus in speak-
ing to the Jews said: “Ye are of your father the Devil, and
the lusts of your father ye will do,” John viii: 44,

The natural man’s history may be thus summarized:

Hir origen,—‘Ye are of your father the Devil,”” John viii:
4; Matt. xiii: 38.

His works,—‘‘The lusts of your father ye will do.”

MU
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His destiny,—'Everlasting fire prepared for the Devil
and his angels. Matt. xxv: 41.

There should be no doubt in the minds of any regarding
this solemn subject. The unconverted are children of the devil;
children of the wicked one; children of wrath. The Spirit of
God puts it thus, ‘“‘Little children let no man deceive you;
he that doeth righteousness is righteous even as he is righteous.
He that commiteth sin is of the devil, for the devil sinneth from
the beginning,” i John iii: 7, 8. Again in verse 10, ‘“In this
the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother.”

One can hardly conceive how any can-advance the theory
that men become children of the devil by accepting some of the
modern heresies, as has been done. Cain is spoken of as being
‘“‘of that wicked one, and slew his brother, And wherefore slew
he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother’s
righteous,”” i John iii: 13. One can scarce conceive such a
stretch of imagination as to believe that Cain became a child
of the devil by accepting one of the modern heresies. His
wicked works proved him to be a child of the wicked one. As
men do not gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles, so natural
men can only produce the fruit of the nature of the devil re-
ceived in the fall, ‘“‘enmity against God.”

In the light of these solemn truths how necessary the new
birth! ‘‘Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must be born
again.”” The Lord enable us to hold fast the form of sound
words. “The Lord preserveth the simple.”

Error, like a sugar coated pill, is easily swallowed if only
it be covered by catchy words. In a pamphlet that has had a
wide circulation, and that advocates what is falsely called
“household baptism,” we read the following words:—*The
word ‘“sown’’ in imitation yet in real opposition to the truth,
produces under a Christian name and dress a host of real ene-
mies to the truth and to Christ, ‘‘children of the wicked one’’
(ver. 38).. not mere children of nature, however fallen, but the
devil's own, begotten by his word, as God’s children by His.”
(Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven,” by F. W. G.) )

That “tares’ are children of the wicked one is plainly
stated in Matt. xiii: 38. But that other sinners than those
that pass “under a Christian name and dress’’ are not children
of the wicked one is not stated. All the devil's children are
not ‘‘tares’’, that is empty professors. ‘‘The fearful, and un-
believing, and the abominable, and murderers, and whore-
mongers and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death,” Rev. xxi: 8. Who will be bold
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enough to say that these are not all children of the wicked one?
We make bold to say that the Scriptures do not teach that
sinners are born into the devil’s family by believing some special
doctrines out of the many lies whereby he deceives the whole
world. None were more orthodox than the Pharisees, to whom
the Lord said, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts-
of your father ye will do,” John viii: 44. And these were not
tares either. Cain was of that wicked one, and he was not a.
‘“tare.”” ‘‘He that committeth sin is of the devil for the devil
sinneth from the beginning,” i John iii: 8. We believe in the
total depravity of man by the first birth, and that there is no
new, nor more depraved nature received from the devil no
matter what doctrines men believe. Our brother’s paper on this
subject is most timely, and we trust will deliver any of the
Lord’s people who may be in danger of imbibing this heresy.
(EpiITOR).

WHAT IS WANTED.

HE HOLY Spirit is able to make the Word as succe ss-
ful now as in the days of the Apostles. He can bring.
in by hundreds and thousands, as easily as by ones and
twos. The reason why we are not more prosperous is,

that we have not the Holly Spirit with us in might and power as

in early times. If we had the Spirit sealing our ministry with
power, it would signify very little about our talent. Men
might be poor and uneducated; their words might be broken
and ungrammatical; there might be none of the polished periods
of Hall, or glorious thunders of Chalmers; but if the might of
the Spirit attended them, the humblest evangelists would be
more successful than the most learned of divines, or the most
eloquent of preachers. It is extraordinary grace, not talent,.
that wins the day. It is extraordinary spiritual power, not
extraordinary mental power, that we need. Mental power may
fill a chapel; but spiritual power enlarges the Church. Mental
power may gather a congregation; spiritual power will save
souls. We want spiritual power. Oh! we know some. before
whom we shrink into nothing as to talent, but who have no
spiritual power; and when they speak, they have not the Holy

Spirit with them; but we know others—simple-hearted, worthy

men, who speak their country dialect, and who stand up to

preach in their country-place, and the Spirit of God clothes
every word with power. Hearts are broken, souls are saved,
and sinners are born again. O Spirit of the living God! we need

Thee. Thou art the life, the soul, the source of Thy people’s

success. Without Thee they can do nothing; with Thee they can

do everything. '
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ALONE.

———

T IS human to stand with the crowd, it is divine to
stand alone. It is man-like to follow the people, to
drift with the tide; it is God-like to follow a principle
to stem the tide.

It is natural to compromise conscience and
follow the social and religious fashion for the sake of gain
or pleasure; it is divine to sacrifice both on the altar of
truth and duty.

“No man stood with me, but all men forsook me,’’ wrote
the battle-scarred apostle in describing his first appearance
before Nero to answer for his life for believing and teaching
contrary to the Roman world.

Truth has been out of fashion since man changed his robe
of fadeless light for a garment of faded leaves.

Noah built and voyaged alone. ' His neighbors laughed at
his strangeness and perished in style.

Abraham wandered and worshipped alone. Sodomites
smiled at the simple shepherd, followed the fashion, and fed
the flames.

Daniel dined and prayed alone. Elijah sacrificed and wit-
nessed alone. Jeremiah prophesied and wept alone. Jesus loved
and diedfalone,

‘ And of the lonely way His disciples should walk He said
“Strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it."”

248 Of their treatment by the many who walk in the broad
way, He said: “If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own; but because ye are not of the world, therefore the
world hateth you.”

The church in the wilderness praised Abraham and per-
secuted Moses. The Church of the Kings praised Moses and
persecuted the prophets.

The Church of Caiaphas praised the prophets and perse-
cuted Jesus. The church of the popes praised the Savior and
persecuted the saints. And multitudes now, both in the church
and the world, applaud the courage and fortitude of the pa-
triarchs and prophets, the apostles and martyrs, but condemn
as stubbornness or foolishness like faithfulness to truth today.

Wanted, to-day, men and women, young and old,
who will obey their convictions of truth and duty at the
cost of fortune and friends and life itself.
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JUSTIFICATION, AND ITS RESULTS.

By C. S. SUMMERS.

A N THE third and fourth chapters of the Epistle to the
x| Romans justification by faith is explained: and in the
[ 770 first eleven verses of the fifth chapter its results are:
eiied SE€N.

In the first two chapters of this epistle the apostle:
charges the whole race, both Jew and Gentile, with being under
sin, and the charge is fully sustained, and a double seven-fold:
verdict is rendered as to man's state and condition before God,
(Rom. iii: 10-18). In verse 19 his mouth is stopped, and he-
stands guilty before God.

The natural state of man being so, justification by works,.
before God, is out of the question. The only thing that the
law found in man was sin. ‘‘By the law is the knowledge of
sin.”” Rom. iii: 20. ‘‘How then can man be justified with God?
Job. xxv: 4. First of all, it must be by grace, ‘‘Being justified
freely by His grace.” If something good had been found in
man God would have been obliged to have justified him, not
as grace but as debt, for ‘“to him that worketh is reward not
reckoned of grace but of debt.” God acts in sovereign grace
in man’s justification. It is all of Himself.

But there had to be more than grace. Christ Jesus had to
be set forth as the ‘‘propitiation’’ that God might be just and
the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. The blood of Christ
is the only righteous basis upon which God could act in grace
in justifying an ungodly sinner.

Then again, justificatioh is by ‘‘faith.” ‘‘We conclude that
a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law,”
Rom. iii: 28. This is the principle upon which God’s provision
is available to the sinner. It could not be by works of law,
‘it is of faith that it might be by grace, to the end the promise
might be sure to all the seed,”” Rom. iv: 16.

The truth of justification being established we pass on to’
the result of justification. ‘‘Therefore being justified we have
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,”” Rom. v: 1.
None but_ believers know what this inward peace is: and it
comes as the result of the sin question being settled. The con-
science that once accused is now silenced by the application of
the blood of Christ: and the soul is at rest. Not only so, ‘“‘we
have access by faith into grace wherein we stand.” Gaod's
great storehouse is at our disposal. Why is it that we are se
often poverty stricken? In another place He tells us to come:

" boldly to a throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find:
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grace to help in time of need. God has made this provision
for us, and it is out of place for us to excuse ourselves when
we fail. Then again, we ‘‘rejoice in hope of the glory of
‘God.” Before God saved us we were without hope, and without
God in the world: but now we rejoice in hope of His glory.
God’s people are the happiest people because they have the
most to be happy with. But what is the next result? ‘We
glory in tribulations.” If we entered more fully into the other
things—peace with God, access by faith, and rejoicing in hope—
we would not be found murmuring and complaining when
called to pass through trial. Then we should remember that
God is training us for a place of honor in the coming glory
by these very trials. God, our Father, desires to see patience
cultivated in us, and so sends trial. Then after patience comes
experience. The word ‘‘experience,” here, is worthy of note.
The R. V. renders it ‘‘probation,” and reminds us that after
the probation comes the approbation. What a blessed thing it
will be to get His approval on that day! Surely it is worth
‘while going through the little tribulation to get that! But what
.a sad thing it would be to be disapproved, having our works
all burned up and we saved so as by fire!

Then we have ‘the love of God shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost.”” This is a truth of great importance
though but little entered into by many of us. It is God's
love that is poured forth into our hearts, and the character of
.divine love is told out in verses 6-8. Human love will go out
to a ‘‘good man,” one who is kind to you and will stand by
you in a difficulty, but scarcely for a righteous man will one
die, but *“God commendeth His love toward us in that while we
were yet sinners (not good nor even righteous) Christ died for
us.”” Well might the apostle John exclaim, ‘‘Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
‘Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” This is the love that is
shed abroad in our hearts; and God desires that His love
be perfected in us. “If we love one another God dwelleth in us,
and His love is perfected in us,” I John iv: 12.

The next result of being justified is the assurance of final
_.salvation, ‘‘Being now justified by His blood we shall be saved
from wrath through Him.” The believer in Christ can speak of
having been saved in the past, of being saved in the present,
.and of going to be saved in the future. All this ured to
us by His death on the cross, and His life at God's t hand.

Another blessed result is spoken of in verse 11, “We joy
in God.” It is a great thing that the child of God can rise
to this. To get away from himself and the world, and even
from his blessings, to joy in God. This is real worship. When
we meet on Lord’s day to remember Him we think of our
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failures, and of what comes to us by His death; but how se}dpm
our hearts and minds get filled with Himself! Hq is thg living
water springing up unto everlasting life, that is rising to its own
level. We have seen that justification was of God. He is of the
source: and now we have the justified one joying in God. This
will be our occupation throughout eternity. May we be en-
abled to enter into it more fully now, for His name’s sake.

BOSTON CONFERENCE.
Dec. 24-28, 1919,

Prayer Meeting, Dec. 24th.

Hymn~18. Behold the throne of grace!
The promise calls us near,
To seek our God and Father’s face
Who loves to answer prayer.

Brethren Beveridge, Matthews and Telfer prayed.

Mr. Oliver read Psalm 99: 6. ‘‘Moses and Aaron among His priests,
and Samuel among them that called upon His name; they called upon the
Lord and He ‘answered them,” Mr. Oliver then referred to 1 Samuel 7
as an example of God's answering the cry of his people. They had been
worshipping strange gods but now they were lamenting after the Lord.
They put away the strange gods, gathered to Mizpeh, drew water, poured
it out before the Lord, fasted and said: ‘‘We have sinned against the.
Lord.” The Philistines heard of it and they also gathered to Mizpeh, and
the children of Israel were afraid, and said to Samuel, ‘ Cease not to cry
unto the Lord for us that He will save us out of the hand of the Philis-.
tines.”” And Samuel offered a sucking Lamb and cried unto the Lord and
the Lord heard him. The Lord thundered with a great thunder that day
upon the Philistines and they were smitten before Israel. The lack of”
blessing is not on God’s side. The trouble, when there is no blessing, lies.
with ourselves. When Israel humbled themselves, God blessed them. The
same thought is in Malachi iii. There the faithful remnant, that God had
brought back from Babylon, were robbing God. They had not brought in"
the tithes, and were offering the lame and the blind for sacrifice, but God
gives them another opportunity. ‘‘Bring the tithes and I will pour out a °
blessing.” We cannot expect blessing without humbling ourselves. We.
know that and often think that we would like to humble ourselves but
cannot find the way. We ARE like water sﬁilt upon the ground, and we
are like the sucking lamb, both types of weakness. It is true we are in the-
dispensation of grace, but God's principles change not.

Prayer by Mr. Oliver.

Mr. Telfer read P 107: 41. “Yet setteth He the poor on high
AFTER afilj (margin). This is the first psalm of the fifth book of
Psalms, t ok that corresponds with the fifth book of the Penteteuch,
and this psalm has five sections. In each section there is distress, but the
ear of God is open, and He setteth the poor on high AFTER the affliction.
First there is the bitter and then the sweet. AFTERWARD chastening yield-
eth ‘the peaceable fruits of righteousness.

Dr Martin read Ezra 9: 4-6. ‘‘Then were assembled unto me every
one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the trans-.
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"

gression of those that had been carried away; and I sat astonied until’
the evening sacrifice. And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my
heaviness; and having rent my garment and my mantle, I fell upon my-
knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord my God. And said, O my
God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for
our iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up-
unto the heavens.” Contrast this with Luke 4: 28. ‘‘And all they in the
synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, and rose
up, and thrust Him out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of the hill
whereon their city was built that they might cast Him down headlong.”
We have come professedly to hear the word of God; and if it is ministered
faithfully in the power of the Holy Spirit, bringing our sins and failures-
before us it will ‘give us red faces—the blush of shame, as in the case of
Ezra; or the red face of anger, as with those who rejected the words of the
Lord Jesus. In Jer. 8: 12 we read of some that could not blush, * They
were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush.” These were ripe jor
the judgment of God. If the word of God is taken in so that humbling
of ourselves is brought about God will be gracious: but if the word of God
is rejected God will require it. :

Prayer by Dr, Martin and Mr. Mauro.

Mr. Gill referred to the first verse of Psalm 107, O give thanks unto-
the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let the redeem-
ed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the
enemy,” and said: ‘I went to the South Station one time to meet Mr.
Munro when he was coming to Boston. The first thing he asked me was,
‘“Well, Brother Gill, how is your soul?”” I answered ‘‘God is good.'”
‘“Oh, he said ‘“any godless man could say the same.”” ‘‘Yes" I replied,
‘““but the Word says ‘Let the redeemed-say so’ and I am one of the re-
deemed.’’’ He then gave that sweet smile of his that encouraged me, but
his question laid hold on me all the same.

This is the 43rd Conference, and here is only a small company after
so' many years. Still there is enough for us to thank God for and take
courage. In that 107th Psalm it is trouble after trouble. In the 6th, 13th,
19th and 28th verses we have trouble and distress. They cry in their
trouble and He hears them, and ‘“Oh that men would praise the Lord"
not-in their trouble—He does not expect it then—but afterward.

Mr. Stressinger said: * This is a favorite Psalm of mine. I have often
remarked that there is a different kind of trouble in each of the five
divisions, but no matter how different, the place of refuge is the same.'

Thursday, Dec. 25th.

Prayer by Mr. Matthews and Mr. Telfer.

Hymn- 3. A mind at perfect peace with God,
Oh what a word is this.
A sinner reconciled through blood.
This, this indeed is peace.

Mr. Oliver read Job 36: 22-24. ‘‘Behold @pd exalteth by His power,
Who teacheth like Him? Remember that thou magnifyulis work.” . He
also read 2 Cor. 4: 1-7, and said “ What I have in min‘hat we read
of in Luke 14. When bidden to a feast, don't take the highest place for it
is hard to back down. And remember that thou magnify Him. I heard
recently that a speaker in an address used the capital “I’" 117 times in re-
ferring to himself and his family. That reminds me of the story of the
little boy who was fishing and getting plenty of fish although his pole and
line and hook were of the poorest kind, while near by was a gentleman
rigged out in all the best and latest apparatus for catching fish, and dress-
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ed up like a sportsman, and yet he caught nothing. He went to the little
boy to find out the reason, and the little chap answered. ‘ Man, dae ye
no ken the secret. Kepp oot o’ sight.”” The Lord Jesus says, “I, if I be
lifted up, will draw all men unto Me.” We must keep out of sight.

In Luke 18: 9-14 we have two cases. One of these two men
God thought so much of that He has given us his picture. He notes even
how he stands. He would not so much as look up. But the Pharisee stood -
and prayed with himself. He told God how good he was and how bad the
other man was, he asked nothing and got nothing. Here we have a pic-
ture of two men, an honest man and a hypocrite. God says “I will not
give my glory to another.” Remember that thou magnify Him. Remem-
ber to magnify God and forget yourself. In Romans 7 there are twenty-
seven capital ‘“I's’’ and the chapter ends with ‘O wretched man that I
am.” In the 8th chapter he rises up to ‘‘no condemnation in Christ Jesus"
and there are only two capital ‘““I's’’ in that chapter.

Mr William Matthews read John 3: 16.

The Lord here is speaking to a most religious man. ‘‘Art thou THE
master of Israel and knowest not these things?’’ Although a leader yet
here he is at a standstill, knowing not the simplest lesson about entering
God's kingdom. In the Old Testament you have God loving Jacob and
hating Esau, and entering into a covenant with Israel and leaving out the
nations, but here you have God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, and by believing on that Son there is everlasting life. Life
that is in Christ is ours, not merely eternal existence. And Love, not the
love of parent or friend, but a love never before known on earth,—God’s
love manifested in giving His Son for poor sinners.

Now read Rom. 5: 6-8. God is here commending His love. John
Smith was passing along a street in Aberdeen in deep soul trouble and God
reached him with His love. This scripture came to him and he received
God's commendation of His love and passed from death unto life. Con-
sider the three classes: UNGODLY, the negative side, not like God; SIN-
NERS, the positive side, against God and ENEMIES, worse still. And yet
the worst sinners can be reconciled to God by the death of His Son.

Look at Rom. 5: 5. “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts.”
Not my love to God but God's love to me is shed abroad in my heart.
The same love that is in God’s heart, and God is love, that same love is
shed abroad in my heart. We love Him because He first loved us, but
this is more—His love to me, not mine to Him.

Turn now to 1 John 2: 3-7. The perfecting of God's love in our souls.
At the close of a Conference like this, often God's people say, ‘‘I did
not know I was so far away from God as He has shown me by His Word.”
The longer you go on in the Christian life, the more you will realize how
worthless you are.

John 3: 16. God so loved the world.

Rom. 5-8. God commending His love to us when we were sinners.

Rom. 5: 5. That love shed abroad in our hearts.

1 John 2. 3-7. The perfecting of God’s love in our souls.

WITH THE HEART man believeth. If thou believest WiTH ALL THINE
HEARY. The AFFECTIONS MUST be engaged.

Hymn 215. O patient spotless One,
Our hearts in meekness train
To bear thy yoke and learn of Thee,
That we may rest obtain.
(Continued.)
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MONEY.

VERY candid and competant observer of our times will

admit that the pursuit of money is the chief concern of
g the day, and that money occupies the first place in the
regard of the majority of men and women in the centres
of the civilization of our time. Money is more and more
filling the place of a god in the thoughts and affections of man.
The adoring tributes paid to Science, Evolution, Liberty,
Peace, Fraternity, &c., are largely sentimental. The devotion
paid to Mammon is heartfelt, practical and intensely real. It
carries with it the thoughts, hearts and energies of its devotees.
Into the pursuit of money the Mammon-worshipper throws
himself with an intensity of passionate devotion; and in his
thoughts about money he sets practically no limits to its
powers.

God demands the first place in the hearts of His people.
To love God with all the heart and soul and mind, is the first
and great commandment. Money is, therefore, made a god
by all who give it the first place in their affections. It has,
moreover, such a power of laying hold of the affections and con-
fidence of men, that the Lord’s people need to be searched by
the light of His truth to see whether they love Him more
than their money, and desire Him more than they covet the
money of other people.

Money is also a god to those who put their trust in it; and
seek it, not for the sake of securing supplies to meet their
bodily needs and desires, but for the power and influence it con-
fers upon its possessors.

Furthermore, money is a god .in that it bestows honors,
dignities, and rank upon those who serve it best. The aristo-
cracy of today is not so much that of rank, or of brains, or of
culture, as that of wealth. What separates humanity inte dis-
tinct classes is the fact of their having or not having meney.
Small wonder is it then that we see the multitudes zealous-
ly and fervently engaged in the service of Mammon, the finan-
cial interest taking the foremost place in the affairs ef the
world, and the nomenclature of money becoming that part of
human language which is most in use. There are probably no
two substantives that are more frequently used in the con-
versation of the day than ‘““money” and ‘‘business.”

This idolatry has infected the Lord’s people, who have
often been seduced to set their hearts upon, and put their
trust in uncertain riches, rather than in the living God. When
anything is to be done, the first thought often is not “Is that
the Lord’s mind?"’ though He will surely supply the need of
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all His own work, but, “How much money will it take?”’ In
many ways, of which it is not necessary to multiply instances,
.the thought is expressed that, if only there were enough money,
this or that result gould be accomplished for God.

But the need of the. Lord is not for money. His need is
rather for willing hearts and fully consecrated lives. It'is for the
lack ‘of these that His work lags, and the Gospel is not carried
into ‘‘the regions beyond.” God is not straightened in His
“finances, but in the hearts of His people. Oh that they who
have received His unspeakable gift might realize that they are
debtors ‘“‘both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to
the wise and to the unwise’’ (Rom. i: 14), and might diligent-
ly seek opportunity to discharge that debt by communicating
to those on whose behalf they have received the Gospel in
trust, the knowledge of the salvation that is in Christ Jesus!

The service of Mammon is utterly incompatible with the
service of God, for the Lord has said, “Ye cannot serve God
and Mammon' (Matt. vi: 24); and none have greater need to
‘understand this than those who justify in their own eyes the
pursuit and love of money by the vain thought of using it in
the Lord’s work. It is to His own People that Christ addresses
this warning.

Extract from “The Number of Man.” P. Mauro.

BAPTISM AND NEWNESS OF LIFE.

By H. THORPE.

1st. Believer’s baptism,—Acts viii: 37; xviii: 8.

2nd. All believers—Acts ii: 41.

3cd. A sample baptism—Acts viii: 38-39.

4th, Typical teaching of Baptism—Rom. vi: §.

Sth. Baptism imperative—Matt. xxvii: 19, 20; Acts x: 48.
6th. Buried and risen in baptism—Col. ii: 12.

7th. The memorable fact signified in baptism. i Cor. xv: 3.

GOOD healthy exercise for us is to ask ourselves at
times, What did I profess when I was thus ‘Buried
R with Christ by baptism?’” Is it true of me that I am

# living in ‘“‘newness of life”” now? We may be able to
talk of dispensational truths, shewing in a correct man-
mer the order of events after the Lord comes for His Church;
-what shall become of those who are left on earth: may be able
to explain the difference between the ‘‘beast’” that is to arise
“out of the sea,” and the one that is to “’rise out of the earth:"”
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to speak of the acts and power of each: their awful influence
over the earth: to explain prophecies concerning the Jews: to
speak of the great day of Jacob's trouble: of the coming of the
Lord in power and great glory. We may be able to speak con-
vincingly of the fulfilment of Scripture in the happenings at
Jerusalem at this present time; and of the doom of the two
great men who are to be raised up and energized by Satan: of
the acceptance of the Lord Jesus as the Messiah: of His mil-
lennial reign with all its accompanying earthly blessings: of
the end when men will flock to Satan’s banner even after such
a priviliged age: and of the final downfall and doom of Satan.
We may even believe and advocate that all believers should
be immersed: able to prove this from the word of God: able
to shew from the word of God that while some believed WITH
all their house, they did not believe FOR all their house: that
each one should be baptized because personally a believer in
the Lord Jesus Christ. We may even speak of separation, and
of how we gather to the Lord’s Name, and rightly and Scrip-
turally uphold this position: and much more we can hold, yet
all this will not of itself prove a strong enough anchorage to
keep us from drifting, if we forget, or set aside that ‘‘newness
of life’’ set forth in baptism. :
The devil hates believer’'s baptism because it pictures th
death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. This
means that he hates the Gospel which we preach, for we preach
Christ crucified, buried and risen again. The believer rejoices
knowing that while Jesus was delivered for our offences He
was also raised again for our justification. We have confidence
in the day of judgment, for as He is, so are we in this world..
Satan hates believer’s baptism because it reminds us that we
are new creatures in Christ Jesus, and this calls for a walk
in newness of life.
May we then not belie our baptism!

‘Death to the world we there avow.
Death to each earthly lust.
Newness of life, our calling now.
A risen Lord our trust.”

QUESTION CORNER.

Is demoniacal possession to be regarded as madness or lunacy?

ERTAINLY not. The possession of an individual by an evil or
unclean spirit may cause madness, as it caused deafness and
dumbness in Mark ix: 25, 26, but must not be confounded with
it. Besides, in Matt. iv: 24, diseases, possessions of evil spirits,
lunacy, palsy, &c., are mentioned as distinct forms of human suf-
fering.
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.

“OU are aware, no doubt, that nearly every station in
life is organizing and making preparation to protect
‘“their rights.” In the vain imaginations of the thoughts
of their hearts, they hope to so arrange matters (with-
out God) that they will have a little paradise on earth,
with abiding peace and plenty.

Well they have been trying to get me entangled in the
snare, but I tell them that their ideals are among the ‘‘strong
delusions of the last days;” and that I can pay homage to
none except the Lord Jesus Christ who loved me and died for
me.

The time is fast approaching when, if you do not have
the mark, you can neither buy nor sell: but it has no alarm for
me so far, for I know that He who is for us is greater than he
who is against us. And then the Lord Jesus will take us out
of the scene to be with Himself before the pandemonium of men
and demons breaks forth in all its fury. Ours is a blessed pros-
pect—to be forever with Him in the glory, and to be like Him.
I sometimes picture in my mind the great throng of those re-
deemed by precious blood, singing ‘‘Unto Him that loved us
and loosed us from our sins with His own blood,” and I find
myself on the very outskirts of the worshippers, but keenly
longing to get closer, that I may fall at His nail-marked feet,
and look up into that precious face, once marred more than
any man.” o

““Dear Brother: Another year will have finished its course
before you get this. As I look back there are two things that
stand out prominently—my own failures; and God's abounding:
grace. Not only has ‘“goodness and mercy followed me,’ but
the patience and loving kindness of our God also. The kind-
nesses He makes me daily prove assure me that having loved
me when I hated Him, and saved me at such an infinite cost,
He will love me unto the end; and perfect that which concern-
eth me. We shall be satisfied when we awake in His likeness.
And He seeing us, as the fruit of His own travail, will also be
satisfied.

»4 % One wonders what the coming year has in store: but the
morrow must take care of itself, because of the sufficient evil of
the day grace suﬁicieng ﬂis given day by day.”

K P 4 ks

Y

M4 QOyr reading has been in Hebrews. Our attention is called
to the blessed truth that Christ is better than the angels. His
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offices, offerings, and work is better than all that has gone
before.. And yet we rejoice to see that God does not sweep
aside the saints of the Old Testament, nor condemn their
works. In chapter xi He records their names, and specifies their
works to encourage us to go and do likewise—'‘Whose faith
follow.”” Our history is being recorded on high to be rehearsed
in our ears, and the ears of others in the coming day. May the
Lord enable us so to live that it will be pleasant reading to the
Lord and to us. o

“This is the last day of another year. I have to meurn
my unfaithfulness and lack of heart before God. When we
see the lawlessness on the one hand, and the carnality on the
other we feel like throwing up our hands and saying, What's
the use. But when we see the faithfulness of God and His for-
bearing grace, putting up with our ill manners in the wilder-
ness, as a faithful Father chastening us betimes, causing us to
be humbled in His presence; and yet saying, ‘When they
cry, I will hear, I will deliver,” I cannot but say, Bless the
Llord, O my soul! He hath done great things whereof we are
glad.”

3 “I STEEP IT.”

WO GARDNERS were talking together one day abeut
the progress of their various plants and seeds. ‘I
don’t understand how it can be that your beds are so
= much further advanced than mine, for I remember
the seed of mine was sown on the very same day as
yours.” The other gardner smiled and said in reply—*I do
not know, unless it be because that I steep it before I sow.”
As I overheard the remark, I thought to myself the same
principle might apply to those who sow the seed of the Word.
Some who go forth ‘‘bearing the precious seed’’ are constantly
cheered by a speedy and a fruitful return of their labeur.
They see results quickly and abundantly from the seed sown..
They are not only sowers but reapers; they have the joy of
seeing sinners saved as the result of their preaching or circu-
lating of the Gospel everywhere. The secret is ‘‘they steep it.””
They pray over what they scatter, and God gives the increase.
Others sow the same seed, but it has little or no visible result;
they do not ‘‘steep it.”” The truth is spoken, and the tract
is given, but it is with an unexercised soul. It is not preceded
and followed by earnest believing prayer. Their ministry may
be quite orthodox, but it is very dry; the truth is there, but
it lacks ‘“moisture.” Do not forget, dear fellow-worker, to
‘“steep it.”
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HER LOVE WAS GREAT.

] ROM China comes a touching story of a native woman

F whose love for her Saviour was so great that she gladly
SR sacrificed a part of her life for the privilege of being
%S able to tell others of Him.

At the Canton hospital, one woman who was very ill,
heard of Christ and learned to love Him. One day she asked:
“‘Doctor, how much longer can I live if I stay in the hospital?”’

‘“ About four months,” was the doctor’s reluctant reply.

“And how long if I go home?"’

‘“Not more than two months.”

“Then I am going home.”

“But you will lose half of the life which is left to you,”
the doctor objected.

A glad light flashed over her face, and she cried in a tone of
exultation:

“Do you not think I would be glad to give half of my life
for the sake of telling my people of Christ’s love?”

She accordingly left the hospital, and went home to spend
the short span of life left to her in spreading the glad tidings
which had been such a source of comfort to her.

(SELECTED.)

THE SAVIOUR.

Behold the Saviour of mankind
Nailed to the shameful tree;

How vast the love that Him inclined
To bleed and die for me.

Hark! how He groans, while nature shakes,
And earth’s strong pillars bend!

The temple's veil asunder breaks,
The solid marbles rend.

'Tis finished! now the ransom’s paid,
‘“Receive my soul!"” He cries;

See—how He bows His sacred head!
He bows His head and dies!

But soon He'll break death’s iron chain,
And in full glory shine,

O Lamb of God! was ever pain—
Was ever love like Thine?
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were once in Assemblies, and who maYy soen establish a testimony to the
Name.

SYDNEY MINES, C. B.—There was a Conference here, Brethren
Joehn Martin and R. Milnes ministered the good word. :

DES. MOINES, IOWA.—The Assembly has_ moved.into their new
Hall. Mr. T. Black was with.them for a few days. Mr. D. Horne was with
them for two nights.

CAMP HILL, PA.—W. Armstrongfand G. Winemiller, aftér a long
siege in Connelsville, where some souls were saved, were resting up a little.
Ged has been rejoicing their hearts by saving some at Everett.

MISSOULA, MONT.—]J. Monypenny was with us for two meetings,
and several of our neighbors came in. We have joy in the children that
come to the little Sunday school. We would be pleased to have one
of the Lord’s sent servants locate in this needy place for a time, I. J. Beach
834, S. 5th St., W. Missoula, Mont.

CHICAGO, ILL.—]. Ferguson had some meetings in 69th St. Hall,
with fair attendance. -

FLINT, MICH.—There is a good attendance at the meetings, and
two were baptized and added to the assembly. recently.

CLEVELAND, O.—S. B. Adams, who has labored in Caracas, Vene-
zuela, for nine years was with us for some time. Caracas is the -capital,
and an important centre for missionary work. .There is a. small Assembly
of native Christians. o

SEATTLE, WASH.—Mr. Jas. Rae is having .a series of meetings in
the Gospel Hall, Fourth Avenue and Roy Street.

LAWRENCE MASS.—]. Dickson was here for a few meetings.

PETERSBURG VA.—S. McEwen had well attended meetings for
feur weeks, some professed to be saved. He hopes soon to go to Tampa,
Fla., for Tent work.

S. MANCHESTER,: CONN.,—W. /J. :McClure was here for a few

meetings

’lg CATHARINEKS,. ONT. —Bren.. Douglas, Goodfellow and Scott
khave been with us for meetings. We had the joy of seeing four baptized
and added to the Assembly, the result of a work started by our dear de-
parted brother, Winsor Chase, and saved when W. Beveridge was with us.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.—Tracts, in Italian :can be had from Mr.
Filiberts Trulh, 2323 So. 13th St., Phn]adelphna, Pa.—Mr. P. Mauro’s
meetings in the Mascher St. Hall were well attended by outsiders, the
-ministry helpful and refreshing.

HAMMONTON, PA.—Keller and Patrizio continte in this place with
anm interest among those who have been groaning under sectarian tondage.
H SAN ANTONIA, TEX.—T. Dempsey has had meetings here and in

ouston.

KEEWATIN ONT..——‘]. "J. Rouse has had meetings. with good in-
. rest.and some have professed conversion.

WASHINGTON, D.. C. —TheAssembly has moved to 1421 H. St.,
N. E., Washington. Correspondent F. Reubsam, 5224 Illinois Ave., N. W.
Washmgton D. C. Visitors will please take notice. Mr. B. Bradford was
with them for some meetings. -

STEUBENVILLE, O.—Mr. H. Gilliland, Foot Plum St., Pleasant
Heights, Steubenville, O ., is correspondent for the Assembly here.

FAIRHAVEN MASS.—Mr. T. Black has returned home after an
extended trip to the West, visiting many Assemblies and scattered saints.

NOVA SCOTIA, CANADA.—Mr. 'A. Goodwin has been to €ape
Tormentine, N. B., visiting isolated Christians.—R. Milnes has been
a‘: Moacton having Bible readings and seeking to help the young Assembly
there.
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c DETROIT, MICH.—W. J. McClure was here on his way to the
oast.

CEDAR COTTAGE, B. C.—R. J. Dickson is having meetings here.

DESERONTO, ONT —J. Lyon had meetings here some strang-
ers attending

FORT MORGAN COL.—Mr. J. O. Brown extends a hearty invi-
tation to the Lord’s servants who may desire to labor in the Géspel here.
His address is, R. R. 3, Box 35, Fort Morgan, Col.

BRECHIN SCOTLAND —W. G. Smith has had encouragmg
meetings in v1llages in these parts. He hopes to return to the Southern
states for Tent work this year.

CONFERENCES

RICHMOND, VA.—The Conference will be held here as .usual at
Easter, beglnnmg by a prayer meeting April 2nd, 7:45 p. m., and con-
tinuing April 3, 4 and 5. Circulars may be had from Mr. E. Claiburn,
3928, Wnllllamsburg Ave., Richmond, Va.

S. MANCHESTER, CONN. —Our Sth Annual Conference will (D.
V.) be held in the (Jospel Hall, Spruce St. Prayer meeting Thursday,
April Ist, The meetings will continue over Lord's day. J. Serpliss, 65
Walnut §t

TORONTO, ONT.—The conference in Toronto, will be held, D. V.
April Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th. Further particulars by circular or by address-
ing R. Teller 13 First Ave., Toronto, Ont.

FALLEN ASLEEP.

Mr. Thomas Dowkes, of Medicine Hat, formerly of Meredian, Sask.,
on January 25, aged 69. He had been to the morning meeting and minis-
tered the word from Nehemiah viii: 1- 12, and gave out hymn 128. He was
at the Bible class in the afternoon, and had returned home and was sit-
ting speaking to his wife when he fell forward and was at home with the
Lord. He will be muck missed. J. McKenzie and W. T. Flemming spoke-
at the funeral at Medxcmc Hat, and at Meredian, where he was buried
W. Wilson 2nd W. Flemmmg spoke to a large company. He was 52
years in Christ.

Mr. John Rae, passed into the presence of the Lord whom he
loved and served, on January 28th, at his home in Estevan, Sask, aged
82 years. The body was shipped to Vancouver, B. C., where the funeral
service was held in the Seymour St. Gospel Hall. R. J. Dickson, O. C.
Fish and others sopke at the Hall in Estevan to a large audience. Mr.
Rae was well known on both sides of the Atiantic, highly esteemed and
loved by the Lord’s people. We hope to be able to give more particulars
about his life in our next issue.

Mr. G. Somical, at Arnstein, Ont., January 27th, aged 27 years.
He was saved fifteen years ago at the beginning of the work in Arnstein,
baptlzcd and received into the Assembly. He has gonc on well. Last
words, ‘I am going home.” E. B. Steen spoke at the funeral.

Mr. P. Carrol, of Hamilton, Ont., on January 29th, aged 62, from
pneumonia. *He was saved in 1884 and has been in fellowshxp with those
gathered unto the Name ever since,—a godly man, he will be greatly
missed. Bren. Douglas. and Scott preached the words to a large company
at the funeral.
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WORK AND WORKERS

W. Ferguson is having meetings at APPLEGATE, MICH.—]. Fer-
guson in DESMOINES, IOWA.—L. Sheldrake and J. Govan in STAND-
ISH, MICH.—W. H. Hunter had a week in S. MANCHESTER, CONN.
W. J. McClure has returned to OAKLAND, CALIF.—MTr. J. K. McEwen,
from Exeter, England, is in this country, and will visit scenes of former
labor.—T. Dempsey had meetings in SAN ANTONIO, TEX., one pro-
fessed.—]J. Dickson and H. McEwen had meetings .in PETERSBURG
and MATOACA, VA.—Bradford and McEwen are in Florida for meet-
ings.—Bren. Roy and Greer are still under canvas in REDLANDS, CALIF.,
with good interest. Five have been baptized.

BALTIMORE, MD.—An Assembly gathered unto the name of the
Lord Jesus, now meets in the home of Mr. Moses T. Barlow, 20 Gib-
bons Ave. Breaking of bread, 11 a. m. Lord’s day. Strangers will bring
letters of commendation, please.

STEUBENVILLE, O.—The correspondent for the Assembly is Mr.
A. Cousley, 1309 Euclid Ave. Through a misunderstanding we gave a
wrong name last month.

TUCSON, ARIZONA.—S. C. Keller continues Gospel work here.
He also visited NOGALES, on the Mexican border. Mail sent care of
3006 N. Third St., Harrisburg, Pa., will be forwarded.

PHOENIX, ARIZONA.—There is now a small Assembly here. Cor-
respondent, Mr. E. James, 337 N. 6th Ave. Any of the Lord’s people who
for any reason require to move to a warm, dry climate will do well to take
this into consideration. -

A WARNING—A brother writes that quite a number of the Lord’s
people are being deceived by what is called ‘“The Concordant Version of
the Sacred Scriptures,” which makes great claims for itself. When the
Lord’s people learn that there are no versions of the Scriptures more ac-
curate than those in common use: and none so good as the ‘Holy Bible,”
without man’s comments bound up with it, they will have learned a valu-
able lesson. Men’s comments require to be revised continually, and are
often misleading. When you read the word of God, let the word of God
speak for itself, and it will speak to meet your need. In men’s comments
you only get it second-handed: and too often only something for the
brain, and not for the heart. Many of the modern versions are tinged
with ‘‘higher criticism,”” non-eternity of punishment, &c. The Bible So-
ciety made a wise decision when it decided to print the Bible without
note or comment. Why bind up man's erring notions in the same cover
with the unerring word of the Living God!"

EBENEZAR, STREAM ROAD, BARBADOS, B. W. I.—-Mr. H.
Thorpe has begun special meetings cn the *“ Two Roads Chart."” He hopes
later to have meetings in BELOW ROCK and LODGE. ROAD, where
God has been working of late and has saved some. Mr. Thorpe writes,
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FROM VARIOUS AUTHORS

“Time as it is cannot stay,

Nor again as it was can it be:
Disappearing and passing away
Are the world, and its ages,

And we.”

-+

A weak believer and his strong Saviour are able for all that
will meet them.
*
Nothing in the Gospel excuses sin; nothing in it affords
toleration for lust or anger, or dishonesty or falsehood.
*

Every cross is turned into a crown, every burden becomes a
blessing, every sacrifice becomes sacred and sublime the moment
that our Lord and Redeemer writes on it ‘“For My sake.”

*

The greatest damage has been done, through God’s people
and servants seeking to imitate the world. We can do the world
no greater injury. The wider the gap between us and ‘the
world, the better for the world and ourselves too. We need
not the world to satisfy us. We have joys and expectations
of our own, and they are enough. God has a theatre. (1
Corin. iv: 9, margin). .

, In humble obedience, the Lord and his will are found.
Obedience is the means to knowledge. ‘‘If any man will do his
will he shall know of the doctrine.” (John 7: 17). The only
path in which positive knowledge is promised is the path of
obedience. Obedience is the only unerring means of knowing.
The disobedient people of Christ's day could not understand

" him, and he says of them, ‘“Why do ye not understand my

speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word.” Disobedience
closes the ears and understanding, and obedience opens them
to hear and understand.
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ceived a letter from one of the Lord’s servants, whom he es--
teemed very highly, saying that he and a fellow laborer were to
pass through on a certain day and would stop with him for
dinner. He was delighted at the thought of seeing them, and
began to pray that God would meet the need in His own way.
He watched the mail, but the last mail brought him nothing..
It looked as if God was going to fail him. However, he had’
planted potatoes in his garden and he wondered if he might
not find some large enough to use. So he took his spade and
went to his potato patch and turned over a shovel full of
earth, and he could scarce believe his eyes, there lay a fifty
cent piece. He picked it up with joy in his heart, and, praising
God for the deliverance, he went down town and secured the
things that were necessary for the occasion.

Having purchased his deliverance from sectarianism at
considerable self-sacrifice; and having known the blessedness of
the outside place, he had no desire to return there again, nor
had he any sympathy with what some are advocating in these
days of departure from God, the permitting of sectarian Chris-
tians to break bread in an Assembly gathered unto the Name
whenever it pleased them to do so. When some advanced
this theory to him thinking that he would probably agree with
them he replied, ““ My Father does not keep a boarding house,””
and walked away. He was not one that despised godly order
in the Assembly.

In 1884, he and his family moved to Canada making his
home in High Bluff, Man., and later in Portage La Prairie.
Mr. J. Smith joined him and they labored in several parts of
Manitoba, and as usual, souls were saved and gathered unto
the Lord. He afterwards moved to Brandon which was his
centre for many years. He would load up his buggy with books.
and tracts, and start off visiting farmers' homes, seeking out
solitary saints and small companies of the Lord’s people, preach-
ing the Gospel in school houses, and barns, in halls, and in
homes as he had opportunity. His gracious way, and loving
nessages made him a welcome visitor to the homes of many of
the unsaved even, and many looked longingly forward to his
next visit.

As a result of advancing years his natural strength slowly
failed; but his spiritual vigor and freshness remained to the
very end. He looked forward with joy to the time when he-
would be present with the Lord. For one week he was confined
to the bed, and on the morning of January 28th, having suffer-
ed very little pain, he passed quietly into the presence of the-
Lord. Above many, he might well be spoken of as a man who
had, to use the words of his first confession, a ‘‘supreme love-
to Christ.”
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THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.

By PHILLIP MAURO
1
ITs DISPENSATIONAL PLACE.

HAT there should ever have been a question among the
people of God as to the dispensational place of the
JaE@y| Sermon on the Mount—that is, as to whether it is God’s
===J message to His people in this age or to those of some

other age—is a cause both for surprise and also for
deep concern. For if there can be uncertainty and contrariety
of opinion as to a matter so plain as that, how can we be sure
that we have understood anything aright?

Nevertheless among the ‘‘divers and strange doctrines”
by which saints of God have been ‘‘carried about’ in these
unsettled times, there has sprung up latterly the idea that the
words of the Lord Jesus Christ commonly called ‘“The Ser-
mon on the Mount’ are not the Father’'s message and His in-
structions to His children (as they appear to be, and have al-
ways been taken to be from the beginning until within recent
years), but are the principles of ‘‘the Messianic Kingdom,”
that is to say, the earthly kingdom promised to the Jewish na-
tion and which will be established in the age to come. It is
-said that the Sermon on the Mount gives ‘‘the divine consti-
tution for the righteous government of the earth;’’ and that
whenever the kingdom of heaven is established on earth, it
will be according to that constitution.”’ (Scofield Ref. Bible,
note on Matt. v.)

Those who uphold the doctrine to which we have referred
do indeed allow that in the Sermon on the Mount ‘there is a
beautiful moral application to the Christian.” (id.) But such
statements in this case, are worse than meaningless; for they
serve only to disguise the fact that the commandments of
Christ, which He has given to the children of God in their
Father's Name, are being taken away from them and handed
over in their entirety to some supposed earthly Jewish sub-
jects of a faraway ‘‘Messianic Kingdom.”” The words ‘‘beauti-
ful moral application’ are so vague and cloudy that it is un-
likely that anyone would ever even attempt to ascertain their
meaning. We know just what would happen if the people of
this country were told that the laws of the United States are
not for them, but for another domain altogether, although there
was nevertheless ‘‘a beautiful moral application’ to them. The
effect would be simply that the laws would be wholly ignored.

The plain and simple fact of the matter we are considering
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is this: God the Father has given His children certain laws-
by which their conduct is to be shaped while they sojourn on
earth in the midst of the persecutions, revilings, evil speakings,.
and dispiteful usage of a dark and hostile world, the grand ob-
ject of those commandments being that they should be ‘The-
children of their Father which is in heaven,” (Matt. 5: 45) or
in other words should be like Him. But there have of late
years risen up among us men of learning and strict orthodoxy,
(whereby they have gained the confidence of many of the:
saints) who seek to take away the Father’s instructions from
His children, boldly declaring, (notwithstanding the plainest
evidences to the contrary), that these are not the Father's
words to His children, but are laws intended for the subjects
of a kingdom that was two thousand years in the future when
Christ spake them to His own disciples. It is impossible we-
submit, to conceive of any reason why the laws of a remote
kingdom should have been spoken by the Lord to those whom
He had come to save from their sins; or why such laws should
have been recorded by the Holy Spirit at the beginning of the-
New Testament. And harder still is it to conceive why the
Lord should have spoken those laws to His personal disciples,
saying to them: ‘‘Blessed are ye,”” and “I say unto you,
Swear not, resist not evil, love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, after this manner pray ye, lay not up for your-
selves’’—and so on to the end. Again we are utterly at a loss
to conceive why, if the Sermon on the Mount is the constitu-
tion for a remote earthly kingdom, there is no record of that
important fact, and no hint of such a thing in the Scriptures.
And how is it that the extraordinary facts we are discussing
are known only to a few theologians of modern times? And
where did they get their information?

What then is the inevitable effect of this new teaching?
Clearly it tends to defeat the purpose God intends to accom-
plish in giving this message to His children; and it tends also.
to work incalculable harm to them. The subject therefore is
one of the highest importance, and it should receive the most
earnest consideration of every child of God.

Let us remember then that, in the Sermon on the Mount,
it is the Son of God who is speaking. That fact alone in-
vests this particular message with special interest to those who
confess him as Lord. But more than that, the message has a
character all its own, which distinguishes it from all previous
communications from God to men. And of special moment is
the fact—so often declared by the Lord Himself—that the
words which fell from His lips were not His own words, but the
words His Father had given Him to speak. It is God Him-
elf who is speaking in the Person of His Son. For, as de-.
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«clared in Hebrews 1: 1, ““God hath in these last days spoken
unto us by His Son.”

But of still greater importance is the fact that the Lord
Jesus in speaking these words, is making His Father known
to those who received Him (Jesus) in faith as the Sent-
One of God, and to whom He gave power to become the
.children of God. (John 1: 12). So what we have here is a
vital matter indeed.

One mission which the Son of God undertook to discharge
in coming into the world, a mission which none other could dis-
- .charge, was to declare the Father’s Name. So important is
this feature of His work, in God’s eyes, that it was announced
in the 22nd Psalm in the midst of that marvelous foretelling
.of His death on the cross, where we read in verse 22 the words:
“1 will declare Thy Name unto My brethren; in the midst of
the congregation (the church, as quoted in Heb. 2: 12) will I
-sing praise unto Thee.”

To declare the Father’s Name is to reveal the Father Him-
self; for the Name, in Scripture, is commonly used for the
Person. Thus to believe on the Name of the Son of God is
to believe on the Son Himself. (John 1: 12; 3: 18; 1 John S:
13, etc., to call on the Name of the Lord (Rom. 10: 11, etc.)
is to call on the Lord Himself.

Here then was something that only the Son of God could
do. Angels could make God known in a measure; but the
Only-begotten Son, Who is in the bosom of the Father, alone
could reveal the Father; for none other knows Him. The
Lord Jesus Himself declared, ‘‘Neither knoweth any man the
Father but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will re-
veal him.” (Matt. 11: 27). And again, ‘“‘No man cometh
unto the Father but by Me.”” (John 14: 6).

In the Sermon on the Mount therefore, the Son of God
from heaven is revealing the Father in heaven to those who,
in wonderous grace, have been brought into the family of
God on the footing of children. He is teaching them, and shar-
ing with them, the very Name by which He alone could ad-
dress God. He had come to be the “Door” which admits
repentant and believing sinners into the family of God; and we
see Him here upon the mountain, with His disciples gathered
-around Him, making known to them what it means to be under
the Father’s Government, and to enjoy the Father's care;
and showing them what is required of those who have been
brought, by God’s amazing grace, into the blest relationship
-of children to Himself. (5: 45-48).

(To be continued)

Covet not that which thou mayest not have.
5SS
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JABEZ.

HE STORY in 1st Chron. 4: 9, 10 of Jabez and his
prayer, is but one of a number of similar digressions
which occur among the genealogies of this book, and
by comparing it with some of the others we will the
better understand it. For example, in the end of the
same chapter there is the story of a successful war waged by
certain Simeonites, and in chap. 5: 18-22 of another one fought
by the tribes dwelling beyond Jordan. These campaigns were
for the purpose of taking possession of the land which God
had promised them, and were therefore according to His will..
In chap. 5: 22 we read that ‘‘the war was of God,” and in
verse 20 of the same passage it is said, ‘“They cried to God in
the battle, and He was intreated of them, because they put
their trust in Him.”” Here, as in the case of Jabez, we have a
prayer answered; and when we note that it was for a victory
which meant the enlarging of the borders that these tribes occu-
pied, we have a key to what Jabez sought when he asked that
his ‘“coast’” or border might be enlarged. It was not that his.
little farm should be increased at the expense of those belong-
ing to his brethren, or to his Israelite neighbours; but doubt-
less that he might be helped and enabled to dispossess the
Canaanites from some more of the land to which they still
clung, and whi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>