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there: it is honoured, and is where none can sully or gainsay it. But
as far as I am concerned, nothing so establishes the law as faith. Its
claim was so sacred, and God’s majesty so bound up with it, that
Christ Himself must be made a curse by that very law and suffer all
the consequences of it, if He took the sinner’s place. And He did!
His death sanctioned the law in the most solemn manner and to the
full. But Christ is also the end of the law to everyone that believes.
If the seal was upon the law in Christ’s death, for that very reason
I am completely delivered.

The light of God’s presence shines only upon the blood on the
mercy-seat — and what does that blood speak? Has God any fault
to find with it? Can He, looking at the blood of His Son, say it is
not sufficient? His word is, that it cleanses from all sin. Listen, now,
you who do not know what it is to have rest for your souls. God
Himself speaks to you by His word; He has brought your sin before
you; He has told you that all your attempts to get better are vain—
that they are, in fact, but setting yourselves up against the sentence
of God: your works are wicked, your nature hopelessly evil. God
Himself declares, “There is no difference.” And if you are resolving
and labouring to improve, you are just trying to make a difference.
God, I repeat, declares there is none. Oh! the hatefulness of the
heart, where fruits of the Spirit have never grown. It is a wilderness
indeed, full of briars and thorns. Such is man’s heart in God’s sight
and estimate, yet His joy is that the wilderness should rejoice and
blossom as the rose. But the question of sin must be settled first.

I must be delivered and justified, before the fruits can appear.
How is it to be done? “Being justified freely by His grace, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation, through faith in His blood.” He points to the mercy-
seat. Not a single thing but the blood of Jesus is offered there. God
is looking at that blood. And when in Israel the sin had been all
brought out and confessed by the high priest, what was not their
gladness as, from the presence of their God, he came forth the witness
that all sins and iniquities had been put away? Israel did not see
the blood sprinkled within—they believed it! They had been in humi-
liation and sorrow till then, but all was changed now. Why? Because
the blood of atonement was upon the mercy-seat. And yet that was
but a goat’s blood. Whereas, now, the Son of God has died, and His
blood is before the living God — that great and only-sufficient sacri-
fice for sin. God now proclaims, throughout the wide world, the
eternal efficacy of that blood for poor sinners.

If there is no goodness in me towards ‘God, there is goodness in
God for me. Have I known this from God? Then T have repented.
God stands to the value of that blood. Have T taken His word for
it? This is faith, and there is the first place where the battle must be
























PUBLISHED MONTHLY, D.V.

EDITOR ...secss W, JOYCE, 417 Roehampton Ave., Toronto, Ont.
ASSOCIATE EDITORS .....F. G. WATSON, 92 Regal Rd., Toronto, Ont.
G. G. JOHNSTON, 140 Woodycrest Ave., Toronto, Ont.
HECTOR ALVES, 338 W. King Edward Ave.,
Yancouver, B.C.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR IN ADVANCE

Please do not remit small amounts for subscriptions by cheque.

Send all subscriptions to: Send all items of news, conferences and
TRUTH and TIDINGS, notices of deaths to:
92 Regal Road, Toronto, Ont. A. W. JOYCE,

R.R. 1, York Mills, Ont., Canada.

"Authorized as second class mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa"

WORK AND WORKERS

BRITISH COLUMBIA

NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C.—Our Easter conference was one of the
largest we have had. We had some of the old truths ministered with
freshness and power, the privileges and solemn responsibilities resting
upon us as assemblies of God in days of declension and departure, also
the coming of the Lord. We thank God for such soul refreshing ministry.

ASHFIELD, MAN.—J. Ronald finished four weeks Gospel meetings
with good interest and blessing, one professed.

ONTARIO

DUNCHURCH, ONT.—B. Widdifield and James Clark had four
weeks’ Gospel meetings with interest in spite of very bad roads. One
professed to be s:aved. After the Toronto conference they had two well
attended meetings in Highfield Rd. and Pape Ave. halls.

KITCHENER, ONT.—T., Kember and G. P. Taylor were with us for
three weeks, the ministry helped the assembly much, and faithful words
were spoken to the unsaved.

TORONTO, ONT.—The Easter Conference at both east and west
ends was well attended and profitable and practical ministry was enjoyed.
Blessing also was seen in the Gospel after the Sunday night meeting
in the west end. C. H. Willoughby, and D. Leathem had meetings after
the conference for a few nights. Hector Alves had two nights in Bolton
and then went on to Garnavillo, Ia. for meetings for Christians. F.
Pearcey and B. Booth expected to start Gospel meetings in the Birch-
cliff Hall April 12th.

OWEN SOUND, ONT.—G. P. Taylor and T. Kember gave us an ap-
preciated visit recently. We welcome brethren walking in the “old
paths” and teaching the same.

SARNIA, ONT.—Hector Alves had meetings for Christians from
the Tabernacle. J. Gray had two nights and then went on to Sault Ste.
Marie, Ont., on his way home.

. LONDON, ONT.—H. Dobson commenced Gospel meetings in the
Pall Mall hall, and expected to be joined by Sydney Maxwell.

ST. THOMAS, ONT.—Vernon Markle of Cuba and A. W. Joyce had
a couple of meetings here, also at Grand Bend, in which brother Markle
told of the Lord’s work in ‘Cuba, also at Parkhill, Pall Mall, London, and
Clinton, Brother Markle hopes to return to Cuba again in May.

LAKESHORE, ONT.—L. E. McBain and N, Crawford had some good
Gospel meetings and one professed to be saved.
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THE LORD'S SUPPER AS PORTRAYED IN LUKE 22:19-20

Hector Alves

It must have been an impressive sight beyond description, when
our Lord, as it were, suspended that Passover Feast, and took bread
and gave thanks. How those eleven men must have beheld the whole
procedure with wonder and amazement!

The Lord’s Supper is a subject often dealt with on the platform
and with the pen, so that it might seem unnecessary to write more
about it. Yet, there are always those young believers growing up
amongst us, who require instruction, and an answer to the question,
“What mean ye by this service?”

“AND HE TOOK BREAD.” The word “bread” signifies a
whole loaf, perfect and unbroken, as it comes from the oven. The
word “bread” sometimes is translated “loaf”’; but in the Authorized
Version in Matthew, Mark, Luke and 1 Corinthians it is rendered
“bread”. The Revised Version gives “loaf” in the margin of the
passages in the Gospels, but not 1 Cor. 11. From these portions we
gather that the substance to be used is “a loaf of bread”, as we under-
stand the term. Our Lord took what was in common use, likely un-
leavened bread. The loaf of bread on the table is “a memorial”, not
really an emblem, or a symbol; these words are in the hymn book,
but not in the Bible.

“AND GAVE THANKS.” In the accounts given by Matthew
and Mark, the words are “Jesus took bread and blessed.” Luke
records that He “gave thanks”, and when we come to 1 Cor. 11, we
find the full and final pattern, as it was revealed to the apostle Paul.
In not one of these four accounts of the Lord’s supper, do we find
the actual words which our Lord used in giving thanks for the bread
and for the cup. Perhaps the reason for this is that it is not intended
that they should be repeated “parrot-like”. But we cannot go astray
by inferring that His words applied to the bread (and to the cup)
before Him, in respect to the heavenly gift that these memorials were
to convey to the disciples, and to us. Any godly brother in the assem-
bly may give thanks for the bread or for the cup; and in doing so,
he occupies no official position, but is simply speaking on behalf of
all present. Through him the assembly is giving thanks; and it is
neither necessary nor desirable that the same brother gives thanks for
both. It is well, too, that in giving thanks for the bread and for the
cup, that it be just that. T recall a brother, on one occasion, telling
me of the advice he was given, as a young man, by the late Mr. John
Ritchie. Said he, “We were walking home one Lord’s Day morning
from the meeting, in Kilmarnock. We had been listening to a brother
who was in the habit of reading books which were too.deep for him,
He kept us on the Isle of Patmos for some time, then finished his
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late they discovered that “petting” tears all the barriers down. For
such forms of trouble do not just “happen”. As the Traffic Officers
say, THEY ARE CAUSED.

Tears, tears, tears — misery, unbearable shame! Many times they
wished they could die, and go to heaven, and get away from it all.
But like Balaam (and many others, too) they found there was no turn-
ing back; Num. 22:34, 35. They simply had to go on.

For endless days, as it seemed to them, they struggled on more
or less alone, learning in bitterness the meaning of Psa. 102:9. Yet a
loving Father in heaven was watching over them, waiting to demon-
strate the principle of Samson’s riddle (Judges 14:4) the moment
they should turn back to Him with all their hearts. And when at
last they did so, it was not long until He led them into two blessings
they had missed hitherto. The first was the sheer necessity of taking
to heart the lesson of John 8:12. If they followed their Lord they
would walk in His light, in the light of His Word, and so would be
saved from falling into the snares of darkness of every kind. And
meditating on that truth, they awakened to another facet of it: THE
MOMENT WE STEP OUT OF THAT PATH OF OBEDIENCE
WE STEP BEYOND GOI’S PROTECTION ALTOGETHER . ..
It was when they saw this that they realized the danger that they
had been in, and why all their frantic prayers had received no answers.

The second great blessing that came to them GREW OUT OF
THEIR SHAME.,

Shame is felt when our self-esteem is injured — usually a very
wholesome blessing in itself. Indeed, Shame, like compulsion, is nearly
always a very good angel. Because self-esteem is only a respectable
name for Pride: and you know how many verses there are about that
in the Bible — Prov. 11:2, for example.

Well, in time they found out that there was a splendid cure for
Shame, namely, right-down-to-the-earth-Humility . . . a grace that is
acceptable to God; 1 Pet. 5:5. In addition, the promise of 1 Pet.
5:6 and 7 became theirs more definitely than before. And, as the
Lord slowly began to make of them “another vessel” (Jer. 18:4) they
were helped to see that (even for them!) Rom. 8:28 was really true
after all.

Now, beloved, it seems certain that God is determined that each
one of us shall become an “overcomer” (1 John 2:13, 14) before we
change worlds. But respecting my story: wouldn’t you say that was
learning the hard way?
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CARING FOR THE SAINTS

Frankhin Ferguson, New Zealand.

There 15 an urgent call for godly and disinterested men as shep-
herds of God's people.  The flock for which the Good Shepherd gave
His life is pressingly in need of them; men of the sort descrbed by the
apostle Peter, who will “feed the flack which is amoeng you. taking the
nversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly, not {or filthy lucre,
hut of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God's heatage, but
being ensamples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd shall
appear, ve shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away™ (1 Pet.
5:1-4).

Thus will the God-given overseer sincerely and genuinely look
after the flock, and his care will have the appearance of a spontancous
flow from the heart, like the upflow of an artesian well.  Of such it
will be blessedly true, “The hearts of the saints are refreshed by thee,
brother” (Philemon 7. R.V.). This condition comes by sweet com-
munion with God in the sanctuary, and there realizing how precious
to the Shepherd are the sheep and lambs of His flock. He who desiies
the work will often find it ardunus, at times unpleasant, and even
unpopular; he must he prepared for suffering. discouragement, per-
plexity and misunderstanding. If prepared for this unique path.
which true and noble men have trodden. which the Lord’s foatsteps
havi- marked as His own: then He hath need of thee!

Besides the usual work of oversight in well established Assemblies,
there is much need of wise men with shepherd hearts, set at liberty
to visit the little struggling compunies of helievers here and there:
somwe hidden away in the backblocks, some nestled on the lower slopes
of ranges, some in the up-country townships — all needing a sympa-
thetic care for their state,  To cast in one's lot with the prople of Gad
scattered abroad; for them to live and labour: to cheerfully “endure
all thinpgs far the clect’s sake™: this will bring its own special reward
in the “crowning day” coming by-and-by.

A fine example is given us in Luke 2:8. to be well rememhered:
“Arld there were In the same country shepherds abiding in the fields,
keeping watch over their flocks by night”  Like Jacob they, probably,
could say, “Thus I was. in the day the drought consumed me, and the
frost by night, and my sicep departed from mine eyes” (Gen. 31:40).
In this thing also let us keep belore us God’s servant Mnses whe
“endured, as seeing Him who 1s invisible.” and who had “respect unto
the recompense of the reward” (Heh, 11:24-27Y,

The great mustering of the sheep from every land is rommg
when the whole flock shall be gathered in the fold above, TIn view
of that time it behoves us to be busy in the field, early and late, count-
ing no toil too much frr Christ's beloved sheep.
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(Editor's Note—We were happy to receive this article from the
pen of this veteran servant of Christ. In a letter accompanying it he
writes, ‘T am over 86 and sustained of the Lord. ‘Feed the flock of
God,” and ‘Contend earnestly for the faith,” were never more needed
than in these last and perilous times, What departure we sce in
quarters where one would not have expected! May God continue
His grace to you, and joint-editors, in the publication of your sound
and valued magazine.”” How cncouraging to the younger servants
of the Lord to see one bringing forth fruit in old age, and still con-
tending for the “old paths™).

NOT BOUND TO PRAY FOR EVERYTHING

If you feel led to pray in a meeting, don’t be under the delusion
that you are bound to pray {or everything you can think of. If you
harbour that idea, you will be found going over so much ground. that
instead of having the “Amen” of the meeting, you will be found giving
rise to the wish that you would draw to a close, In privatc prayer
there need be no limit; for in that case there is no onc to “consider”
but yourself. But in a public mecting it is different. For one thing,
you must aim at carrying the meeling with you. In the matter of

public prayer a wisc man will seek to lead his brethren—not to drag
them,

It is a sure sign of formality when you can tell all that a brother
is going to ask, as soon as he has said, “Let us pray.” Long, formal
prayers are undoubted hindrances to the life of a meeting. They draw
out the sigh of relief, and not the Amen of approval. When the
praying is (wittingly or unwittingly} left to two or three brethren who
seck to fill up the time as well as they can. we necd not wonder at
unprofitablc mectings. The “silent” brethren must be aroused to their
privileges. They are “priests unto God™ as truly as the greatest breth-
ren in the assembly; and, generally speaking. their word would be not
only aeceptable but positively welcome. Who has not felt refreshed
when one of these silent brethren of godly watk, has suddenly poured
out his heart in a few stammering words of true adoration? We want
more of such ministry in our assemblies. There are a great many
unobtrusive “rank-and-file” brethren, the lack of whose word s a
decided loss to the churches. We need all that the Lord has given
us: and if these brethren would just rise to their responsibilities. and
be ready to open their mouth as the Lord might lead, we are satisficd
that long. dreary pravers would soon become a thing of the past.
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who were once sinners like all others, and whose only just desert is the
lake of fire. Well may the Apostle speak in Ephesians 2:7, of “the
exceeding riches of His grace”. The work of Christ is of such infinite
value in the eyes of God that it entitles those who believe to the very
best that He can give.

The abrupt removal of a countless host from the pull of earth to
the realms above is a miracle—a miracle of the first magnitude, and
it is calculated to arouse the contempt of the proud. In our time
miracles have been ruled out of date by the wiseacres as inconsistent
with the laws of Nature. What about the law of Gravitation? The
answer is simple to those who believe in God and reverence His Word.
Laws suppose a Law-giver; and surely He who established the laws
of Nature is able to act apart from them at any time, if He please.
“With God all things are possible” said the Son Himself when speaking
on earth to His disciples (Matthew 19:26). The law of Gravitation
will act as usual in every land on the very day of our translation;
but the power of God will act independently of it in the sovereignty
of His love. The descending Lord will be as as a mighty magnet on
the great occasion, attracting upwards to Himself all those for whom
His life was given. The clearance will be as complete as when the
people of Israel were delivered from the land of Egypt. “We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Corin-
thians 15:51-52). This passage is an important Divine revelation
making it quite clear that the Lord at His coming will translate from
earth to heaven all whom His grace has washed, sanctified, and justi-
fied (1 Corinthians 6:11). No distinctions whatever have place in
the Apostle’s definite words.

The trumpet of 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, must not be confounded
with the trumpets of which John was told in the Patmos visions.
These latter will call forth heavy judgments upon the ungodly. The
Apocalypse was not given to John until long after the writer of 1
Corinthians 15 had passed to his rest. The “last trump” is a military
allusion with which all peoples under the Roman dominion were
familiar (1 Corinthians 14:8). It was the call to move away. We
wait therefore for the last trump, when the whole host of the re-
deemed, whether awake or asleep will move away from the toils of

earth for ever—caught up to be for ever with the Lord.
—The Christian Worker.

The secret of blessing—Obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ is the
secret, not only of individual blessing, but of the collective enjoyment
of His manifested presence.—T. Newberry.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS

Hector Alves
“The God of Abraham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above,
Ancient of everlasting days,
And God of love.
Jehovah, great I AM!
By earth and heaven confessed,
I bow and bless the sacred Name,
For ever blessed.”

This elegant hymn, beautiful in its rhythm and theology, was
written by Thomas Olivers, an itinerant preacher of the gospel, asso-
ciated with the Wesleys. Of him it is said, “He spent so many hours
on his knees in prayer, as to make him limp a little in walking.” Con-
cerning this hymn, James Montgomery, himself a great hymn-writer,
says, “There is not in our language, a lyric of more majestic style, more
elevated thought, or more glorious imagery.”

Thomas Olivers was born at Tregynon, Montgomeryshire, Eng.,
in 1725. His father died when he was but four years of age, and his
mother followed soon after. The boy was moved around from one
relative to another, till all were tired of him; and he grew up un-
educated and godless. One who knew him, writes, “He was the worst
boy that had been known in all that country for thirty years.” He
had a bad temper and his life was vicious. Poor, fatherless, and
friendless, he was led astray; but he had a tender conscience, which
at length led to his being completely broken down by an overwhelming
sense of guilt. He felt that there was no power within himself to
save him from evil, and that he must rely wholly upon Jesus as his
Saviour. Apprenticed to a shoemaker, divine providence led the
cobbler’s boy to the old seaport of Bristol, shabby and penniless, where
George Whitfield had an appointment to preach. He determined to
go and hear the great preacher. Whitfield, on that occasion, preached
a sermon that has gone down into history. His. text was, “Is not this
a brand plucked out of the fire? Zech. 3:2. “When the sermon
began,” says Olivers, “I was one of the most abandoned and profligate
young men living; before it ended, I was a new creature.” The change
was radical and permanent; there was never any doubt about Thomas
Olivers’ conversion. He told everybody that the rest of his years were
going to be devoted to serving the Lord. “I saw God in everything,”
he said, “the heavens and the earth, and all therein, showed me some-
thing of Him.”
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Jesus was not broken in the same way in which the bread is literally
broken. In fact, it was not broken at all, unless we consider the spear
thrust into His side, as the breaking of His body. No bone was broken,
but a breach was made in His side, and the flesh of His hands and
feet was pierced. Beyond this we know of no breaking of that holy
body. The word translated “broken” in 1 Cor. 11:24 does not, how-
ever, neccssarily have to bear the meaning of dividing into parts; it
also carries the thought of “rent” and that sacred body was rent by
spear and nails. Should any feel that our Lord’s words, “This is My
body which is broken for you,” were meant to convey to us that His
body was actually broken for us, we have no controversy with them;
but our thought is that the Lord broke the bread to indicate the vio-
lence of His death at the hands of men. “Broken for you” would indi-
cate that death had come upon it.—H.A.

Question. What is the meaning of Luke 23:31? “For if they do
these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?”

Answer. The preceding verses refer to the judgments soon to fall
upon the people to whom these words were addressed ; the destruction
of Jerusalem by the armies of Titus took place some thirty-five years
later. Our Lord announced these things to those weeping women, then
said, “If they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in
the dry?” The expression “the green tree” seems to apply to Himself,
as the One who was divine and faultless, and who brought forth fruit
to the glory of God. Whereas Israel and Judah as a whole would
be the “dry” tree, and ready for the fire. On account of their wicked-
ness and rebellion, they were but as fuel for the fire. There may be
a further and wider application. If our Lord, who had no sin in Him,
was subject to such shame, suffering, and death, and “made sin for
us”, what may the Christ rejecter expect, when the judgment of God
falls upon him? Then shall they use the words of the previous verse,
and “say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us.”
The dry tree thus referring to such as them.—H.A.

Lesser Gifts—All gifts differ in measure and character; they all
come from the same source. Wherever there is such a state of things,
either from pre-arrangement, or from strong partialities, as to shut out
the lesser gifts, the Spirit of God is quenched, the assembly loses the
benefit of the diversity of gifts, and ceases to act in accordance with
the mind of God.—Andrew Miller.
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Vine points out in dealing with this word. How intensely solemn to
reflect that even in the Apostle’s day, the many were cheapening the
Gospel for selfish and covetous ends. Now what about our present
day? Let us not miss the sharp application of the Word by merely
pointing the finger at the “hirelings” in apostate Christendom. Paul
was very evidently contending with that very thing in the assembly
at Corinth (2 Cor. 11:20) ; see also Titus 1:11 and 1 Tim. 6:5.

Let all of us who preach the Word, whether locally or in a wider
sphere, judge ourselves in the sunlight of the presence of God as to
our messages and as to our motives. Are our messages given to please
the hearers, or are they given to reach the consciences, and to win
souls for Christ? Are we more concerned about the glory of God
or our own popularity, prestige and place? What is our motive in
preaching? Will we as willingly “Arise and go toward the south”
(not necessarily Florida and California) to the desert, like Philip the
Evangelist (Acts 8:26), if God sends us, to preach in new ground,

perhaps to endure privations far from assemblies. Do we choose an
easier path, preaching on the foundations others have laid, where an
audience is assured without having ourselves to gather it and where
we will not need to trust God, whether the Lord has sent us in that
path or not? If we are content to be out of God’s path as to the
place of our preaching, it will not be difficult to take the next wrong
step by watering down the message, and the next by getting the eye
altogether off a faithful God and setting it in covetousness upon
temporal things. May the Lord search our hearts and stir our souls
to go in for godly sincerity in our preaching of the Gospel, whether
among the assemblies or in the “regions beyond™.

The Apostle Paul was just as faithful in his ministry to the saints
as he was in his Gospel preaching to sinners. Doubtless more courage
and constancy is required for the former ministry than for the latter.
To the Ephesian elders Paul said “I shrank not from declaring unto
you the whole counsel of God.” (Acts 20:27 R.V.). While he was
a humble and a tender man yet he “kept back nothing” as he also
testified in the same chapter, verses 19-20. The language used suf-
gests how easy it is to shrink from certain lines of teaching which might
make one unpopular. How easy it is to keep back what God has
given, because it might not be well received by the Christians! Fear
would lead us to shrink from and unfaithfulness would cause us to
keep back from, delivering the message which God sees is needed for
“the recovery of lost truth, the maintenance of acknowledged truth,
and the restoration of backsliding believers.



TRUTH and TIDINGS 103

God help us all to lay to our hearts the closing words of this man
of God to Timothy, ere he departs to his eternal reward. “Preach the
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine.” (2 Tim. 4:2). Thus right to the end
of that wonderful life Paul maintained GODLY SINCERITY IN
HIS PREACHING.

ENERGY IN THE LORD'S WORK

While a believer may do much service through fleshly energy;
do not look with suspicion on all energy in the things of God. If
there is a lack of energy, there is a lack of life. The one whose heart
is right with God, is the very one who will be energetic in the cause
of Christ. His “field of labour” may be neither large nor prominent,
yet, according to his measure, he will occupy for God. He will ever
be on the alert to put in a word for the Master; and, if ever he waxes
enthusiastic, it will be in that subject which lies nearest to his heart—
the King and the Kingdom.

Paul laboured “abundantly”. From the Thessalonians “sounded
out the word” The Lord Jesus “went about doing good.” It is
therefore clear that a certain amount of heaven-bestowed energy will
ever be a characteristic of all who seek, with singleness of eye, to work
for the Lord. But, be it noted, heaven-bestowed energy has these
two outstanding marks: (1) It springs from a right motive. It owes
its existence to the constraining love of Christ. It is merely the out-
ward expression of an inward fire which 'the Lord Himself has
kindled: It has this one aim—to please the Lord Christ. (2) It acts
in accordance with Scripture. If the Spirit of God is enduing a man
with power, the Spirit will never lead him to act out of harmony with
that which is written. While on earth, our Lord was most careful at
all times to act in strict accordance with His Father’s Word. And if
the “zeal of His house” in measure eats us up, we too shall be careful
to act in keeping with the same. These two marks may assist us in
determining whether our energy in divine things is of God, or of the
flesh.

It is much easier to profess holiness in a general way, than to
carry it out in particulars; and I fear that many talk familiarly of
sanctification in the lump, who know but little of it in the picce.
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THE GRACE OF ACCEPTANCE (Part 1)

Mervyn Paul
(The substance of these articles was given at the recent Toronto
conference, (East end), resulting in many requests being sent to Mr.
Paul for an outline of his address. By putting it in Truth and Tidings
a much wider circle can be benefited by this timely and helpful mes-
sage. Editor’s note).

You won’t find this grace mentioned by that name in the Bible,
but certainly you will recognize it in the lives of all those men and
women who pleased God, and above and beyond all, in the life of
the Man Christ Jesus. And in this much too fast age, when so many
of the Lord’s people are beset with Nervous Tensions and Emotional
conflicts, by Frustrations, Fears, Resentments, or Habitual Worry . . .
with unhappy aftermaths of mental confusion, or un-Christian con-
flict with others, quarreling in the home, separations {alas!) . .. num-
bers of which build-ups have ended in psycho-neuroses requiring
treatment in mental hospitals (several such cases being known to the
writer) .. . surely it will be of interest to not a few of our readers
to learn that there is a way of peace for the people of God, while any-
thing less must be displeasing to Him.

Martha Haskell Clark wrote:

“One at a 'time the waiting line lagged by,
Each with his tale of shattered nerves and life:
A house-hold servant worn with drudgery,
A school-firl over-taxed, an unloved wife,
A sullen, frightened youth with sin defiled,
A fur-wrapped matron fumbling with her glove,
A sleepless mother mourning for her child,
A soul-starved spinster, hungering for love,
Pale wraiths of women, gaunt-eyed wrecks of men,
I saw them pause and gather heart again.”

Her list is long; yet all of us who live close enough to the daily
lives of the Lord’s people to be familiar with their struggles, stresses
and strains, their heart-aches, and seldom-disclosed concerns or secret
fears, know that the record is very far too short. How many more
might be added, such as:

—the young husband bitterly disappointed in his wife’s failure to be-
come a good home-maker.
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THERE IS A CAUSE FOR THESE CONDITIONS. It is
written: “As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the
curse causeless shall not come;” (Prov. 26:2). Moreover it is clear
from Phil. 4:6-7 that if we are be-fogged with anxieties it is because
our hearts and minds are without a garrison.

In Isa. 30:15 the cause is stated inferentially. Israel lost her
strength of quietness and confidence WHEN SHE REFUSED TO
ACCEPT THE WILL OF GOD.

Other examples might be quoted from Scripture; but let me
underline this truth by saying that (with respect to those of us who
are saved) all forms of neurotic conditions, from bad tempers, or
biting one’s finger nails, on down the list to actual psychotic states,
indicate that there has been FAILURE, SOMEWHERE, TO RE-
COGNIZE, AND TO ACCEPT, THE WILL OF GOD IN OUR
LIVES.

My space is at an end; but, in the will of the Lord, I shall hope
to cite a few examples that will demonstrate the truth of this state-
ment in our next issue. So if you are one of those dear souls who
are plagued with things “getting on your nerves”, follow up this
theme, won’t you? the principle of the Grace of Acceptance can
mean a lot to you . . . can change your whole outlook on life!

A REFINER OF SILVER

“He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and He shall
purify the sons of Levi” (Mal. 3:3). It has been said that a refiner
of silver sits over the pot of precious metal, purging away the dross,
until he can see himself reflected there. Thus the Lord sits over us,
purging away the dross; and all with this great end in view, that He
may see in us the reflection of Himself. Why, then, should we
murmur or complain because of the furnace? If there is no fur-
nace, we shall not “come forth as gold” (Job 23:10).

Sins of commission are the usual punishment for sins of omission.
He who fails to perform a duty may well fear that he will be left to
commit a crime. Had David been performing his duty on the battle-
field, he would not have been sinning on the house-top.



TRUTH and TIDINGS 107

TO PARENTS

G. G. Johnston.

The domestic relation between believing sons and daughters and
their parents has been considered in a previous article. May we not
now profitably consider the attitude of Christian parents toward their
children?

Definite advice in this matter is to be found in the New Testa-
ment epistles, as might be expected, and it would be well for all par-
ents to meditate seriously upon those words, written as they are for
our help. Most of those who have reared a family will readily ack-
nowledge, (or they should), that in much they have failed, and that
the failure is traceable to ignorance of the Word of God, or to lack
of purpose in carrying it out.

Some misunderstanding may have resulted from taking the in-
structions to “fathers” as applying only to fathers, whereas the word
means “parents”, as in Eph. 6:1. The exhortation to fathers (par-
ents) in verse 4 of this chapter, and in Col. 3:21, surely indicates
that responsibility in the rearing of a family for God is to be divided
between man and wife.

The relative part expected, in the main, of each parent is sug-
gested in Paul’s words by the Spirit in 1 Thess. 2:7, and in verse 12.
He was to the saints in Thessalonica as a nursing mother, in that he
cherished and warmed them with a sincere affection, willing to pour
out his very soul to help them. A child that is denied these tokens
of affection, which only a mother can bestow, will lack something all
through life.

This is a day when many, even Christian mothers, leave their
children with others the greater part of their waking hours, while
they go out to work. If this is necessary to provide food and clothing
for yourself and them, there may be no alternative, but if done for
the accumulation of wealth or property, you will likely discover, when
too late, that your children lack affection for you, and also other
characteristics for which the money you have saved will prove =
poor substitute. Both the Old and New Testaments seem to indicate
clearly that the married woman’s sphere is in the home, carrying out
the wishes of her husband and caring for her children. Surely the
so-frequent departure from this pattern, seen particularly in Western
lands, is a mark of the last days, and one to cause Christian wives
to consider. .

Paul describes the attitude of a Christian father toward his chil-

dren thus: “We exhorted and comforted and charged every one,
as a father doth his children.” (1 Thess. 2:11). With loving jeal-
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ousy for their good and the development of uprightness of character,
every father should warn his children of the evil consequences of
sin and rebellion, and insist upon obedience to his commands.

Every Christian home should possess a rod, or some means of
chastisement for the unruly, to be applied by either mother or father
to the best of their judgment before God. This should never be used
for the venting of wrath, but for the proper training of the child in
the important lesson of subjection. Here an old adage might be fitting.
as it is often substantiated by Scripture: “Break a child’s will, or it
will break your heart.” How those people are to be pitied who during
childhood have not learned the lesson of submission: they will find
little room for their kind in life.

The reference to chastisement in Hebrews 12:10, suggests the
. possibility of parents making a mistake, though they may try to use
good judgment. Note the marginal reading: “As seemed to them
good.” When a parent discovers that a mistake has been made,
surely an acknowledgement of this is due the child. Failure in this
would no doubt be one of the things that would provoke your child
to anger, and discourage him, or her.

Should we call attention to a much misapplied verse of Scrip-
ture, 1 Timothy 5:8? ‘“But if any provide not for his own, and
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is
worse than an infidel.” This is taken to mean that hoarding for the
future of one’s children is a Christian doctrine. The context of the
passage shows that it has reference only to the supply of the present
need of one’s kindred. Diligence in business, and a willingness to work
and eat one’s own bread, are frequently enjoined upon us in the
Word, but beside these exhortations are to be found many others warn-
ing against covetousness, which is idolatry. The Christian’s object in
labouring with his hands should be to provide things honest in the
sight of all men, to be able to succour the poor, particularly those of
the household of faith, and to have wherewith to help forward the
gospel to a perishing world.

The burning ambition of some believers to see their children get
on in the world is another consideration. Are we rearing our children
for a high position in this Egypt world and a place in hell for eternity?
Or, would we be happier to see them occupy a humble station in life -
and then a place in glory? Analyze your desires, parents, in God’s
presence and see if this aim does not_spring from the pride of your
own heart. You cannot bear to think of your children being inferior
to any other in life. You may live to see them die in their sins, and
all your fair hopes buried with them. Let their salvation be your
first concern, and let them know that it is.
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of God is going on in a place, there are two extremes to which we the
people of God are liable to go. One is, in the moment of excitement
and joy, to bolster up and inflate that which is not of God. The
other is to cast a doubt on almost every one who professes faith in
Christ, and suggest that he or she has got nothing at all. Both of
these are wrong. True, it is difficult to discern at the time, and in

the midst of “great joy” at Samaria, Philip counted Simon among
the converts, (Acts 8) and no doubt we would have done so too.
Better and safer, when counting the number, to use the words *“pro-
fessed faith in Christ” rather than the words “were saved”.

When Peter “drew the net to land full of great fishes, an
hundred and fifty and three,” (John 21:11) it was quite all right
for him to count them. No doubt he would recall the “great multi-
tude of fishes” he had in his net about two years previously, in an-
other part of this very lake; (Genneseret and Tiberias are two names
used for the sea of Galilee) but there was no counting of the fish, on
that occasion. There it is the work of the evangelist that is in view,
for it was then and there that the Lord said to Peter, “From hence-
forth thou shalt catch men.” (Luke 5:10). It would have been rather
difficult for Peter to count the number of the fish that were in his net;
“they inclosed a great multitude of fishes,” but “their net brake,” and
it is reasonable to believe that a number of the fish got away into the
sea again. Howbeit, they still had enough fish to “fill both the ships
so that they began to sink. So it was a very good catch in spite of
the broken net. We do not read that any of the fish got away, but
neither do we read that there was any attempt to count the number
of the fish. And so it is impossible for us to count converts today;
there is the danger of getting the number too large, for many profess,
but not to the saving of the soul. Then there is also the possibility
of missing some in the count. A few years ago, gospel meetings were
held in a country schoolhouse. At the end of the meetings the
preacher counted the converts; they numbered two, to the best of
his knowledge. Upon returning to hold meetings a year later, he
learned that three more had trusted Christ during or as a result of
the previous effort.

In John chapter 21 we find that the fish were counted, one hun-
dred and fifty three of them, and they are called “great fishes”—a
great catch of great fish. There is no mention of the net breaking;
it had been cast on “the right side of the ship,” and the counting was
done, not in the ship, but when they were all safely landed on the
shore. Not until we get home to heaven, and see when “the Lord
shall count . . . the people that this man was born there”, will we
know the true and correct number of the people.
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"IS THE LORD AMONG US, OR NOT!"
Exodus 17:7
Part |

J. McCullough

Things were not going with the children of Israel as they had
anticipated and early in their wilderness experience they became dis-
heartened and discouraged, with the result they began to complain
and murmur against Moses saying, “Wherefore is that that thou hast
brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle
with thirst?” Exodus 17:3, and they actually questioned if God
was with them at all. It secems almost incredible that they should
entertain such a thought after all the signal manifestations of His
presence with them in Egypt, His marvelous deliverance at the Red
Sea, the giving of the manna from heaven for their hunger, the cloudy
pillar to guide them on their way across the desert, that after all
this they should go so far as to say “Is the Lord among us or not?”’
verse 7. It is almost unbelievable were it not for the fact that in
this they were but types of us. See 1 Cor. 10:11.

Alas, are we not often like Israel in this very matter? We judge
the measure of the Lord’s presence in our meetings by what we get
out of them. We sum up the value of the meetings in our little minds
and then form our opinion. If the hymns we like are given out and
the tunes we like are sung to them, if the brethren we like, take part
and if everything goes along, just as we think it should go, then of
course it is a grand meeting. But on the other hand, if the hymns
we like are not sung, or the tunes we like are not put to them and if
the brethren we like to hear don’t give a word of ministry, we go
away wondering if the Lord is among us or not. We, so to speak,
carry the balances and weigh everything in our scales and then de-
cide just how much of the Lord’s presence is there. However, breth-
ren, let us remember it is not our appreciation and enjoyment of a
meeting or otherwise that decides its real value. It is not what we
get out of the meeting that determines its real worth; rather it is what
the Lord Himself gets out of it. That precious word of Matt. 18:20
is ever true when His saints are gathered in subjection to Him as
Lord, led by His Holy Spirit and owning no name but His, “For
where two or three are gathered together in my name; there am I in
the midst of them.” 'The presence of Christ in the midst of His
people is a great reality and is not to be judged by our feeble sense.
It is to be hoped that none of us entertain a single doubt in regard
to this truth. Some foolish persons have reasoned thus, “if the Lord
1s now in heaven, how can He be here on earth at the same time?”
On one occasion, a man foolishly asked “if the Lord is really in our
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midst, on what seat does He sit?” It is pure ignorance, if not actual
blasphemy to reason or speak thus. His own word of promise in
Matt. 18:20 is enough and we accept it as a blessed fact. “Through
faith we understand” (Heb. 11:3).

His name has also been called upon us as individual believers
(Jas. 2:7), therefore, as those who bear His name, we are to be like
Him in all our ways. If this is really true in our daily lives, “the life
of Jesus is made manifest in our mortal flesh”, (2 Cor. 4:11), then
what will it be when we come together collectively, but a manifesta-
tion of the same life only in a multiplied form. Is this not what is
really signified by the expression “gathered together IN MY NAME”?

Matt. 18:20 is in very truth our DIVINE CENTRE OF GATH-
ERING and according to His promise He is in our midst, but is
there not more than this in those words “gathered together IN MY
NAME”? This verse is in the very heart of Matt. 18, positionally and
morally, and please note that from beginning to end of the chapter,
it deals exclusively with our relations one with another as fellow-be-
lievers. TIn verses 1 to 6, our Lord gently rebukes pride and place-
seeking among His disciples and gives them that much needed lesson
on humility. From verse 7 to verse 10, we get a warning about of-
fending one of His believing little ones. Verses 12 to 14 deal with
going after and restoring the sheep that has strayed from the fold.
In verses 15 to 20, He instructs as to how to act in the matter of
trespass between brother and brother, and finally, from verse 25 to
the end of the chapter, we have the spirit of forgiveness that should
characterize us seeing ourselves have been forgiven so much. Study
the graces that are inculcated in this chapter and it will readily be
seen how these very graces shone out in all their perfection in our
Lord Himself. (cf. Matt. 11:29; Matt. 17:27; Luke 19:10; 23:24;
John 21:15-17.) He was a living. embodiment of all He taught and
expected His disciples to be, consequently, when we are really gathered
“IN HIS NAME” (the “NAME” speaks of character) those same
traits of character will, in some degree at least, be seen in us His
people in our dealings with fellow-believers. When it is otherwise,
Is it any wonder that some might, like Israel long ago, tempt the
Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Our prayers often resemble the mischievous tricks of children,
who knock at their neighbour’s houses and then run away. We often
knock at Heaven’s door, and then run off into the spirit of the world,
instead of waiting for entrance and answer; we act as if we were
afraid of having our prayers answered.
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The Sacred Scriptures will carry into the human conscience the
conviction and demonstration of their Divine truth and authority, a
result which would never be achieved by human instrumentality. 2
Timothy 3:17 asserts the ability of the Scriptures to make the man
of God perfect (i.e. complete), fully fitted unto every good work.
The devices of human wisdom are therefore superfluous.

To plead that no Scripture forbids some proposed innovation,
going outside God’s Word for guidance, is an affront to the Scrip-
tures and their Divine Author, as though God failed to anticipate His
people’s needs.

“I commend you to God, and to the Word of His grace.”

(Acts 20:32).
—Wholesome Words.

“How many loaves have ye”? (Matt. 15:34).

Christ puts this question day by day to each one of us. There be
many that say, “I have no work for Christ, and no mission. Mine is
no lofty station, mine is no large sphere, mine is no eloquent tongue,
or popular manner, or telling influence. It is too late for me—or
perhaps, (for the heart is versatile in its deceitfulness), it is too soon
for me—to undertake anything for Christ; the King of Glory wants
chief men, choice gifts, for his ministeries: let me live out my little
day in peace.” Gravely, sorrowfully, yet earnestly and gently too,
does Christ address Himself to you to-day, saying, “Think yet once
more—how many loaves have ye?”” Not a soul? Not a body? Not
time? Not one friend, not one neighbour, not one servant, to whom
a kind word may be spoken, or a kind deed done, in the Name and
for the love of Jesus? Bring that—do that, say that—as what thou
hast; very small, very trivial, very worthless, if thou wilt; yet remem-
ber the saying, “She hath done what she could.”

A Christian serving the Lord should be like an artist working from
a model, looking alternately from the rude material in his hands up
to the perfect example which he imitates, and down from that to the

rude material again.
¥ o® %

Never fear to suffer; but oh! fear to sin. If you must choose be-
tween them, prefer the greatest suffering to the smallest sin.
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HOW TO PRAY

By Franklin Ferguson, New Zealand

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,

and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for
all saints, and for me” (Eph. 6:18-19).

The Season of Prayer—‘praying always.” Most of us have set
times for prayer, morning and evening, and perhaps at noon; some
may arise even in the night, when all is still. But we should also pray
hourly through each day, as matters arise, in a simple and brief
lifting of the heart to Heaven; it may be only a sentence; thus we
live in the attitude of prayer, we are “praying always.”

The Manner of Prayer—“with all prayer and supplication.” That
is, with every kind of prayer—earnest, believing, thankful, joyful, im-
portunate, agonised; and any other kind of prayer befitting our state
of soul, or the thing prayed for. “All” prayer implies a zeal of the
suppliant that leaves nothing untried to obtain the gracious answer

of our God.

The Power of Prayer—“in the Spirit.” To thus pray is to pray
in deep fellowship with the Lord, with an indwelling and ungrieved
Holy Spirit leading forth our supplication, “according to the will of
God” (Rom. 8:26-27) ; then freely and blessedly “in the Spirit” do
we feel our hearts praying with a liberty which otherwise could not
be possible.

The Guarding of Prayer—“and watching thereunto.” We
“watch” as well as pray; for easily Satan may steal the time that
should be given, and we are robbed of “mercy” and “grace to help”
when in need. Prayer keeps open the channel from above, and
strengthens the encircling fence of God’s protecting care.

The Continuance of Prayer—“with all perseverance.” Tt must
be “without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17), that is, continue until heard.
We ask a petition for a week, a month, a year; then we tire for
want of “patient continuance,” forgetting that delays are not denials,
but tests to faith. Do we really desire the things we ask for? Can
we hold on to God till He shall answer? Though the answer tarry a
long while, yet it shall come when patience has done her perfect
work. :

The Subjects of Prayer—“for all saints.” This will keep us fully
and blessedly occupied when upon our knees. Is there a felt lack of
what to pray for when the usual petitions are being made? Then let
us name, one by one, saints known personally; this enlarges the heart
and greatly widens our interests and sympathies. The range is as
wide as the Church of God.
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THE LORD'S COMING

By W. W. Fereday
“We shall see Him as He 1s”. R

The supreme joy of the great day for which we are waiting is that
for the first time we shall see Him whom our souls love. Amongst
the millions of believers throughout the earth there is not one who
has ever seen the Person whose name is daily upon our lips, upon

whom we depend for eternal salvation, and whose message of grace
we delight to publish to sinners everywhere. Peter draws attention
to this remarkable fact in his first Epistle: “Whom having not seen,
ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 Peter 1. 8). The Apostle
was not speaking of himself in these words. For several years he had
“known Christ after the flesh” (2 Corinthians 5:16). He walked with
Him, listened to His teaching, launched his fishing boat for His use,
received Him into his house, and even ate and drank with Him after
He rose from the dead (Acts 10. 41). Peter saw Him glorified for a
moment on the Holy Mount, and he will see Him in a more wonderful
glory when we all meet Him in the air.

“We shall see Him as He is” are the words of John. Here is
the whole passage: “What we shall be has not yet been manifested;
we know that if He is manifested we shall be like Him for we shall
see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2, J. N. Darby), The words come with
peculiar force from “the disciple whom Jesus loved, for he once
stood by the cross of his Lord and witnessed His distress and woe.
He heard His last words, and he saw the heartless thrust of the soldier’s
spear into His side (John 19. 34). The sight of the dead Christ,
nailed to the tree, with the crown of thorns upon His brow could
never be effaced from his mind; now, in the verse before us John
could write with holy joy, “We shall see Him as He is”. Blessed con-
trast to what He was. John was yet to have another view of Him in
- the Isle of Patmos. On the memorable Lord’s Day when the Apocal-
yptic visions were granted to him, the banished Apostle saw Him as
the Son of Man, with His eyes as a flame of fire, and His voice as the
sound of roaring waters (Revelation 1:14). But to see Him as He
is—as the Man whom God delights to honour, will be a blessed con-
trast both to the scenes at Calvary and in Patmos. Neither distress
for Him, nor judgment upon men will be suggested in what we shall
behold when we meet Him in ‘the air. '

When the people of Israel gathered around Mount Sinai they
were favoured, as no other nation has ever been, to hear their God
speaking to them with audible voice, but they saw no form (Deuter-
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS
Hector Alves

“QO Lord, I would delight in Thee,
And on Thy care depend;

To Thee in every trouble flee,
My best, my only Friend.”

This hymn was issued in 1777, and is doubtless the best of all of the
ninety nine hymns from the pen of its author. It consisted originally

of seven verses, two of which are omitted in “The Believers’ Hymn
Book.”

The writer, John Ryland, was born in Warwick, England, Jan.
29, 1753, and died in 1825. Blessed with a devout Christian mother,
he was, like Timothy of old, early taught the Holy Scriptures. At
the age of five years he could read Hebrew, and at nine, the entire
New Testament in Greek. At eighteen he began to preach.” Most
of Ryland’s hymns were written when he was past sixty years of age,
although his earliest was published when he was sixteen. Regarding
the above hymn, he made the following note on the original manu-
script; “I recollect deeper feelings of mind in composing this hymn,
than perhaps I ever felt in making any other.” His was a busy life,
preaching, writing hymns, and gradually ascending the scale of honour,
till he became one of the most eminent Hebrew scholars of his day.

Several stage coaches daily passed through the town where he
lived, not far from the inn where the horses were changed. There he
would go, endeavouring to meet all passing evangelists and preachers,
and wurged them to stop over a day, and deliver a message in the
evening. On one occasion he persuaded a fellow-preacher to do this,
although it was with reluctance that he yielded. He took for his
text that night, “Hinder me not.” Gen. 24:56. As Dr. Ryland sat
and listened, each heading was turned into poetry, and the following
was the result.

“In all my Lord’s appointed ways
My journey I’ll pursue;
Hinder me not, ye much loved saints,
For I must go with you.

Through floods and flames, if Jesus lead
T’ll follow where He goes;

Hinder me not, shall be my cry,
Though earth and hell oppose.
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And when my Saviour calls me home,
Still this my cry shall be;
Hinder me not, come welcome death,

I’ll gladly go with thee.”

These are three of the nine verses, in each of which are the words,
“Hinder me not.” :

As Dr. Ryland passed into the presence of the Lord in his
seventy-third year; his last utterance was, “No more pain.”

“He touched the hollow of his thigh . . . and He said, “Thy Name
shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel (Gen. 32:25, 28). In an-
clent times, a box on the ear given by a master to a slave meant
liberty: little would the freed man care how hard was the blow. By
a stroke from the sword the warrior was knighted by his monarch:
small matter was it to the new-made knight if the hand was heavy.
When the Lord intends to lift His servants into a higher stage of
spiritual life, He frequently sends them a severe trial; He makes His
Jacobs to be prevailing princes, but He confers the honour after a
night of wrestling, and accompanies it with a shrunken sinew. Be it
so: who among us would wish to be deprived of the trials, if they
are the necessary attendants of spiritual advancement.

Spurgeon

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question. Will you please explain in Truth and Tidings, the
meaning of ‘“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all
sin.”—1 John 1:7?

Answer. John is here stating a great fact, a-truth that is denied
by many; it was denied in his day, and it is denied in our day. Blood
denotes sacrifice; “Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world” (John 1:29) Because His blood was shed in ex-
piation, it cleansed from all sin. But there is more here in 1 John
1:7; “cleanseth” signifies continuity. The blood of Jesus Christ
God’s Son maintains us in the place where God has put us on the
ground of that precious shed blood. It establishes and maintains
our fellowship with God—a holy God, and with one another of like
standing. The precious blood of Christ brings us into fellowship with
God, and keeps us there; but that only in accordance with what we
have in verse 9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to for-
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give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” But,
let it be clear, it is the blood, not the confessing, which cleanses us
from all unrighteousness, or sin, as in verse 7..—H.A.

Question. Does Romans 8:8 refer to saved or unsaved people?
“So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.”

Answer. Certainly the statement is true concerning both an
unregenerate person and a child of God; a Christian acting in the
flesh cannot please God. But I think the context makes it plain that
the apostle in verse 8 makes reference to an unregenerate person. In
verse 9 he says, “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so
be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” So these Roman believers
were not in the flesh, but in the Spirit. Positionally, every believer
in the Lord Jesus Christ is “in the Spirit,” and every unregenerate
person is “in the flesh.” “That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6.) In Rom-
ans 8 verses 4 and 5, the order is first flesh, then Spirit, and what is
said concerning the latter is the opposite to the former. The man or
woman who is not indwelt by the Holy Spirit, cannot please God,
because he or she is in the flesh; while the believer is indwelt by the
Holy Spirit, Who enables us to mortify the flesh that is in us, and so
please God.—H.A.

Question. What is the meaning of 2 Cor. 7:1? What is meant
by “all filthiness of the flesh and spirit”?

Answer. “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfect-
ing holiness in the fear of God.”

This verse properly belongs to the preceding chapter; it is the
appropriate summing up of the exhortation of verses 17 and 18.
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing.” When this is done, the
result is, “I will receive you, and will be a Father unto-you.” “Hav-
ing therefore these promises . . . let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God.” That is, aim at the goal of holiness. Filthiness of the flesh
would include debaucherv, drunkenness, and all forms of moral un-
cleanness; pollution in any of its forms. Filthiness of the spirit would
be wrorg thoughts and ideas, envy, malice, pride; anything that
would defile the inward man or new nature in the believer. The
latter is worse than the former when it effects the things of God and
the Testimony to the Name of our Lord Tesus Christ, and also be-
cause it is less readily acknowledged as defilement, and not so easily
cleansed.—H.A.
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discipline must be enforced if the fellowship with God and His people
is to be mamtamed and en]oyed “Holiness becometh Thine house,
O Lord, for ever. “is true in every age and dispensation. Discipline
in the assembly of God is the divine remedy for moral and doctrinal
evil, to prevent the whole assembly from being corrupted. May the
fear of God keep us from all such evil.

Associated with the “old leaven” is the “leaven of malice and
wickedness”, verse 8. Malice rejoices in the hurt of another; it de-
sires to do another injury; hence godly sincerity and malice cannot
dwell together. If we do not judge, confess and put away the desire
to hurt another Christian, we will lose all the joy of fellowship, and,
left unchecked, malice will finally destroy both testimony and life.
The first of the five sins Peter exhorts us to put away is malice (1
Pet. 2:1). King Saul envied David and that envy finally turned
to an implacable malice which drove all peace and joy from the heart
and home of Saul.

‘Connected also with malice is wickedness, which term would
cover a wider field of evil, including every wicked practice. A num-
ber of sins which unfit one for assembly fellowship are mentioned
in verse 11. “But now I write unto you not to keep company, if any
man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater,
or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no
not to eat”” An important point here may be noted in passing.
When an individual has been scripturally put away from assembly
fellowship, it is a dangerous thing for Christians to fraternize with
such a person. We should not eat a social meal with one so dealt
with, for the Scripture is plain, “with such an one no not to eat.”
To do so is to interfere with God’s discipline, to sit in judgment on
the assembly action, and positively to hinder the restoration of the
sinning one.

Apart, however, from serious sins warranting excommunication,
if we are to enjoy happy fellowship with a holy God, with our brethren,
and around the Lord’s table, all sin must be judged and confessed.
The way to prevent great sins is to keep a good conscience before
God and to judge “little” sins, before they are allowed to grow.

The Corinthians had not been judging “little” sins, and these
had grown to alarming proportions. Various disorders had crept in,
connected with the Lord’s table. They were doing a very right thing
(1 Cor. 11:2), in a very wrong way (see verse 22), and the apostle
wrote to them solemnly “Let a man examine himself, and so let him
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup” (verse 28). If we wish to
prevent Divine judgment we must practice self-judgment. The
Corinthians had not don: this with the result that many were weak
and sickly among them, and not a few had gone home to Heaven
before their time.
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THE SIMPLICITY THAT IS IN CHRIST

G. G. Johnston
One of the distinctive marks of Christianity throughout the ages
has been its simplicity. Simplicity characterized its Founder. He
was the Eternal Son of the infinitely rich Creator of the universe,
yet He chose to inaugurate His spiritual kingdom by being born of
a very poor virgin, in a stable, located in the little town of Bethlehem.
His youth was spent in obscurity, evidently following the humble
calling of Joseph, the carpenter. His initiation to public service did
not follow the pompous pattern of the world, but He accompanied
the broken-hearted and penitent into the dark waters of the Jordan,
an act void of earthly glamour and far from popular then as now.

The glory of the Person and the beauty of His kingdom were
hidden from the vulgar gaze of the unitiated. He was all-glorious
within, and those who knew Him could have used the language of
the Song of Songs, “He is altogether lovely.” But to the natural eye
He was only another Jew, and they said, “There is no beauty, that
we should desire Him.” There was no halo about His head, as some
suppose. His clothing was plain. He ate with the common people.
He companied with the poor. His followers were fishermen and
others of humble position. His words were easily understood, and
His doctrine related to the simple matters of sin, repentance, forgive-
ness, holy living, God and eternity.

The brothers of our Lord (His mother’s children, Psa. 69:8),
urged Him to shew Himself unto the world (John 7:4). but He was
characteristically the “meek and lowly” Jesus, who taught His own
in theory and by example the virtue of simplicity. His life’s mission
seemed to end in a crushing defeat, as He hung a lifeless form upon
a Roman cross.

But there were, we say, those whbo had seen glimpses of His
interior glory—they who, by divine revelation, knew Him to be the
Son of God. His many miracles had confirmed their belief, and then,
they had seen Him risen. Some days later they had seen Him ascend
in a cloud to the glory above.

How could they do without Him? What should they do for
Him? Had He left them any instructions? They gathered together
to await prayerfully the coming of the promised Spirit of power. They
were a feeble few in a hostile world. What simplicity characterized
them! The Day of Pentecost came. The Spirit descended and they
began to witness with great boldness, but in utter simplicity, for
their Lord, whom the world had rejected. Men were convicted of
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"IS THE LORD AMONG US, OR NOT?"
Exodus 17:7

Part 2

J. McCullough
It is permissible to use here, by way of application, the words of
Matt. 12:26 in connection with assembly testimony, “But I say unto
you, that in this place is one greater than the temple”. The assembly
1s 'the dwelling place of God (1 Cor. 3:16) just as the temple was in
a past age, and we read “every whit of it uttereth His glory”. (Psa.
29:9 Margin) This was also true of our Lord Himself in His Life
while down here. He was God manifest in flesh, and in all His words
and ways from the first breath He breathed in the stable in Bethlehem
until He hung a bleeding victim on the cross, He consistently told out
the glory of God. (John 1:18)

What a life that was, ever giving joy to the heart of God his
Father! In Matt. 3:17 God said “This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased”, and in John 8:29 Jesus said, “I do always those
things that please him”. What ineffable delight the Father had in the
Son and likewise the Son in the Father; a delight that existed from all
eternity. (Prov. 8:30), and remained unchanged and unaffected during
His whole sojourn here on earth. There has been one Man who passed
through this world who never needed to retrace a step taken or apolo-
gize for a word spoken, nay, not even a thought in His holy mind but
what was in keeping with His Father’s will.

Thus to be gathered IN HIS NAME is, in effect, confessing that
we do, in measure, manifest those graces that shone out so beautifully
and perfectly in Him around whom we gather. Is it really so with us,
brethren? Do we in our dealings with one another manifest those
traits of character seen in Him? Is it not at times far otherwise with
us? “Oh Lord, with sorrow and with shame, we meekly would confess,
how little we who bear Thy Name, thy mind, thy ways express.”

In verse 41 of Matt. 12 we have a similar phrase used but in
another connection, “behold, a greater than Jonah is here.” Now,
if in verse 6 we have a type of our Lord in His life here on earth, in
this verse, we have a definite type of His suffering and death. Jonah’s
harrowing experience in the fish’s belly when it plunged up and down
the waters of the Mediterranean speaks to us of the One who cried out
on ithe cross, “Save me, O God: for the waters are come in unto my
soul . . . I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow me.”
(Psa. 69:1-2) ; “all thy waves passed over me” (Jonah 2:3). Tt tells
of the One who endured the whole of wrath divine for His people.
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A picture, too, of that day soon to be ushered in when the glory of
the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea, when all
kings shall fall down before Him and all nations shall serve Him.
What a recompense for all the shame and suffering and humiliation
while down here. And Oh! the wonder of it all, we, His blood-bought
people will share in all that blaze of glory.

“Thou too, shalt reign, He will not wear
His royal crown alone;

And earth, His royal bride, shall see
Beside Him on the throne.”

May it be ours in the little while we wait for His return, to know
more and more of what it really means to be “gathered IN HIS
NAME” by manifesting in our lives and in our dealings with one
another, those graces that were seen so perfectly in Him around
whom we gather. We shall be like Him then (1 John 3:3). Oh! to
be more like Him now.

The lights and perfections of the sacred Word are only discovered
by a clear attention to the jots and tittles. Attention to the words and
grammar of the Holy Ghost is the telescope and microscope by which
the great things and the very little great things of God are discovered.

—Newberry.

It is not great talents nor great learning nor great preachers that
God needs, but men great in holiness, great in love, great in fidelity,
great in faith. Prayer is the preacher’s mightiest weapon, the preach-
ing man is to be the praying man.

Though God knows all our sins, yet He desires to know them
from us, and requires from us an honest confession of them; not that
He may be informed, but that we may be humbled.
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season”. Many of the saints seem to be underfed, and suffer from a
kind of “inferiority complex”, due, no doubt, to the lack of spiritual
vitamins. They go in for “radio talks”, “family hour”, “fireside hour”,
and any hour except an hour on their knees with an open Bible before
them. They are attracted by camps, classes, and courses, which have
a show of wisdom and religious zeal. They do not, however, get that
spiritual stamina which only private prayer and meditation upon the
Word, combined with faithful attendance at the assembly meetings,
will produce. Those “faithful and wise” servants, who will not bow ‘to
these modern “Hamans”, will surely be rewarded at His coming. The
man who in his heart says “my Lord delayeth His coming”, will soon
make manifest his condition by lip. He begins by criticising those
that seek to go on in the “old paths”. He smites them with his tongue,
and reveals a hatred which indicates that the genuine love of God
was never in his heart. Notice his downgrade testimony. First he no
longer believes in the immediate coming of the Lord; then he smites
his fellow-servants; then he has fellowship with the ungodly, and at
last ends up with the hypocrites.

2. “While the Bridegroom tarried”, (25:5)

Here also in chap. 25 we find the same thought of tarrying or
delay. This delay put to the test the genuineness of the lamp owners.
It is a sad commentary that they all slumbered and slept”. Had the
five wise ones not been sleeping, they would have noticed that their
companions had no oil. How sadly true this is today in regard to the
assembly testimony. Tt is not just the thing to speak of Christ to the
neighbours, or to those with whom we come in daily contact. The
question, “Are you saved?” is taboo. If it is asked, one often hears a
reply as follows: “Of course, we are all Christians, and T am more a
Chnistian than a whole lot who are always talking about it”. No oil
in that reply; but will we be faithful and tell them so?

At our home in Puerto Cabello from time to time English-speaking
tourists call to see “the missionaries”. We have to listen to such com-
ments as: ““What a wonderful work you are doing!” “It must be very
romantic teaching the people ‘the golden rule’”. In such an atmos-
phere of blarney it seems almost cruel to ask, “Are you saved?” But
we do ask and then we hear something like this: “Well now, I never
heard it put in that way. But I think that I have as good a chance as
any one as I go often to church, and I do not smoke Sundays!” Others
will parry and avoid answering until they get quite angry. Yes, we are
slumbering and sleeping with empty professors at our side and we are
afraid to warn them, In view of His coming let us trim our lamps
and be ready by faithfully examining the lamp of our fellow men
and women to see if they have the root of the matter in them—the
oil, symbol of the Spirit of Christ.
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service, giving, and self denial, he will probably be snubbed, or give
an answer like old Erasmus, who said that he did mot aspire to a
martyr’s crown!

The backslider in heart is filled with his own ways and would
even dare to insinuate that God was an “austere man.” The little
working bee has but one talent as it were. It is sexless, neutral if
you will. It does not aspire to be a queen nor wish to be a drone;
but it is ready- to fly hundreds of miles, suck millions of flowers, carry
honey, or stay in the hive, build the cells and mind the babies. Rarely
do you see a bee on the ground unless it is sick or injured. What a
tremendous disappointment it will be to many a Christian to appear
empty handed at the judgment seat of Christ.

“Must I go—and empty handed?
Must I meet my Saviour so?

Not one soul with which to greet Him?

Must I empty handed go?”

THE BIBLE

Whatever use man makes of this standard of truth, the standard
itself remains fixed, tried and unimpaired. When 1 take down a great
author such as Lord Bacon, I find that time has discovered many
errors, and rendered obsolete many positions to be found in that most
comprehensive of human minds. But I see that time can take nothing
from the Bible. I find it a living monitor. Like the sun, it is the same
in its light and influence to man this day as it was ages ago. It can
meet every enquiry; it can console under every present loss; and it can
become, in God’s Hand, a daily means of growth and comfort.

I once asked a child of God who was dying, “Have you any fear?”
“Fear?” she replied, “Why should I fear? Christ does not fear. ‘Jesus
is mine’ It is not death; for I am lying down in green pastures,
beside the still waters.”—J.D.S.
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CIRCUMSTANTIAL PRAYER
] Gray

Prayer should be the normal experience of the Chastian and it
s one of the great privileges of Pnesthood. Every true bomn again soul
srays, some more than others. They do so because of different needs
ind circumstances. In many cases one’s prayer life depends upon
Hrcumsiances,

The following examples from scripture teach the reality of cir-
:umstantial prayer and show us how God permits His children to pass
through diverse circumstances in order to provoke them to pray.

l. News of predicted judgment constrained Abraham to pray for

the lost, {Genesis 18).
2, Human weakness caused Jacob to cling to the Lord and cry for
blessing. (Genesis 32).
3. A care for the testimony created in thc heart of Hannah a true
desire for a man child. {1 Samuel 1).
4. Drought and times of famine among God’'s people exercised
Elijah to seek Divine aid and blessing. (1 Kings 18),
5. With a holy hatred for the evil which surrounded him, Jabez
cried for preservation. (1 Chron. 4)

B. A worker, with a holy zeal for God's house, and a humble desire
to build the walls, is compeiled to lift his eyes heavenward, as the
cnemy prepared to destroy his work. {Nehemiah 4}.

7. When the principles of Nazariteship were being assailed, and the
godly Daniel stood in danger of having the privileges of prayer
removed, he fled to the Throne of God for refuge and support.

(Daniel 6).
8. A sinking Peter has only time to breathe out three simple words
which brought a quick response. {Matthew 14).

8. Death may cause sisters like Mary and Martha to weep but it
also caused them to supplicate at the feet of Jesus,  {John 11},
10. Paul’s thorn in the flesh, like many infirmities, was a blessing in
disguise, The unexpected answer to his praver left him with grace
to bear the thom. (2 Cor. 12).
11. A servant, behind prison bars, provided God's people with an
opportunity to pray and a time for God to display His power in
deliverance. {Acts 12).
12. The inner prison at Philippi was turned into a sanctuary by the
prayers of Paul and Silas. The sweet perfume of praise filled
the holy place {Acts 16).
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The reader will note the different circumstances in which these
souls were found and the varied reasons why they prayed. Surely such
experiences would cause us to see God’s hand in our lives, ordering,
and leading into a more intimate life of communion and prayer.
Every new circumstance is but a fresh opportunity for the exercised
heart to pray.

LOWERING THE STANDARD

There are two ways of bringing Scripture and our walk into
agreement. One way is to bring the standard of Scripture down to
our walk; and the other way is to bring our walk up to the standard
of Scripture. Which is it to be? Or rather, we should ask, which of
these ways has been adopted? for surely no one can fail to see that of
late years the standard has fallen to a lamentable degree. Among
professing people of God things are being practised and defended
to-day, that would not have been thought of years ago. At that time,
as a brother remarked recently, when you went into one of the saints’
houses, it was an understood thing that all should get down on their
knees, and that there should be a “prayer meeting,” although it might
last only for ten minutes.

The concerns of God’s Kingdom were uppermost in the minds
of His people. Heavenly conversation was felt never to be out of
place. Indeed the Lord’s work, His kingdom and glory, were the all-
absorbing topics of conversation. To keep company with the uncon-
verted, was considered out of the question. The world’s concerts
(“religious” concerts included) were handed over to the world en-
tirely. There was a clear line drawn between the children of darkness
and the children of light. In plain words, God’s people, at least as
a rule, were dwelling on the mount with God. They were abundantly
satisfied with the fatness of His house. There was no room left for
the weak and beggarly elements of the world. This is no fancy picture.
We remember it well. Why does such a happy state of things not
prevail at the present time? This is a question that must be honestly
faced. We must take it into the presence of God and examine it upor.
our knees, and ask why the fine gold has become dim—why is the
most fine gold changed? (Lam. 4:1).

No one will deny that there is an increasing conformity to the
world. Time was, when unconverted relations did not give us muck
of their company. They knew they would be spoken to about thei
souls, and that the conversation would be about the things of eternity
But now they are under no resraint. They will even ask God’s people
to their parties, feeling sure that the question will never be asked—
“Have you been converted to God?” Then, as to reading, there are
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THE GRACE OF ACCEPTANCE
Part 2

Mervyn Paul

In last month’s article it was stated that there is a cause (Prov.

26:2) for the mental disturbances, unrest, anxieties and tensions that

over-shadow the lives and break the communion of so many of the

Lord’s people. It was noted, also, that such unrest, or distress, in
the Christian’s life always indicates:

FAILURE, SOMEWHERE, TO RE‘COGNIZ‘E‘, AND TO ACCEPT
THE WILL OF GOD IN OUR CIRCUMSTANCES.

Now many earnest, honest saints will not be in agreement with
that statement. There are always dear ones who find it hard to be-
lieve the last half of Amos 3:6. There are the Euodiases, also, who
think that it’s the Syntyches (Phil. 4:2) that are the cause of much
of their trouble . . . and vice versa. How many times some of us
have said:

If he, or she, hadn’t said, or done, this or that . . .
If they weren’t so unreasonable I'd be different . . ,
If I could only have . ..

If the Lord would answer my prayers. . .

If I had more courage, more talent . ..

If things had not turned out so badly . . .-

If there isn’t some change soon I don’t know . ..

If T could only be sure . . .

If Christians only had more sense . . .

If they would do or act as they ought to do . . .

and in speaking in that way we have disclosed our dissatisfaction with
things, or situations, THAT GOD HAS ALLOWED to come our way!
“doing despite” to Rom. 8:28! In other words, we have failed so
often to recognize, and accept the will of God in our lives — perhaps
because we have very wrong ideas of the sort of thing that constitutes
a blessing. The young man who was trying to get established as a
peach grower, who had worked for years to that end and had in-
vested 1n it all he had, was fearfully upset and nearly swamped with
doubts when the Lord allowed a severe frost to destroy his first good
crop. It was hard for him—very hard—to take in his spiritual coun-
cillor's words: “God loves you better than He does your peaches.
He knows that while peaches do better without frost, it is impossible
to grow the best men without frost; and His object is to grow men,
not peaches.”
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Clearly, he had failed to recognize, and accept, the will of the
Lord that time. And what hosts of sorrows come to His people
through such failures! Let me note (fully disguised) a few illustra-
tive examples.

A brother becoming disgusted with his wife’s indolent ways, in-
different housekeeping, mis-management of their money and their
children, undertook, as head of the house, to reform her. Results:
many stormy sessions; frantic efforts to get meals on the table just
before husband was due to arrive home; mounting failures and ner-
vous tensions; finally, mental break-down and emotional escape into
insanity. The dear brother was now more than alarmed. Much heart-
searching followed, and confession, and prayer that God would restore
to him his wife. The Lord heard and answered his cries. Many
years have passed since then without further trouble, for the Lord
helped that brother to see that he must accept his poor wife for what
she was rather than for what he had expected her to be. Life became
tolerable because he learned to practice the Grace of Acceptance,
while he wisely left her reformation to the Lord. (Case solved).

Agnes, saved early in life, found her girlish ideas frustrated at
every turn because her parents expected the Lord to come soon. She
was counselled not to do this or that, not to bother about new clothes,
‘wall-paper on her bedroom, etc., etc., because the Lord might come
and they would not be needed. Results: resentment against “an un-
kind God” (as she thought), refusals to bow to His Word, nervous
tensions, depressions, finally the mental hospital. Psychiatric diag-
nosis was a psycho-neurosis (maniac depressive) caused by bad habits
of thinking formed in early life. (Case not solved).

A saved teen-ager, highly musical, with a promising career a
possibility. A long drawn-out conflict as he attempted a compromise
between Ambition and ‘Christian Conscience. Frustrations, resent-
ment, tensions became a serious menace for a time. Finally, as a wise
son, he realized his danger, yielded to his heavenly Father’s plan for
his life, finding peace through the Grace of Acceptance. (Case
solved).

Mirs. X, married to a travelling man, for years fought down her
unwillingness to agree to acceptance of her husband’s absences as
being the Lord’s will for her. In later years, feeling her loneliness
after the family had grown up, she became very sorry for herself,
brooded over her unhappiness, suffered a series of heart attacks, and
went home to heaven — possibly before her time. Nervous tensions
through failure to accept the Lord’s will for the pattern of her life
caused it all. At length only the Lord could solve her problem . .
and He did. '
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And so we might go on and on, telling of the foolish battlings we
Christians put up because we find ourselves thwarted, our objectives
frustrated (Elder brethren, please note), of resentment, fears, that
form of reasoning which goes ’round and ’round in circles (getting
no where) called Worry, and all the long list of emotional conflicts
commonly described as “things that get on your nerves” — some of
them raging at this moment, some of them thankfully solved when the
Grace of Acceptance has been applied.

How very different our experience becomes when we heed the
Spirit’s teaching from the lips of the Lord Jesus! In Matt. 11:6,
where we find the blessed whosoever of perplexity, the Lord stated
the Principle of Acceptance. In vs. 26 (after He thanks His Father
for the people that didn’t get saved! vs. 25) He gives us His own
Example of Acceptance. Then in vs. 29-30 we have His Exhortation
to Acceptance, to wear the yoke He wore while here on earth. :

Blessed, precious Lord Jesus! What a halo of moral glory at-
tended His walk down here! . . . And we are being called to “walk as
He walked” (1 John 2:6) — had you remembered?

(To be continued, God willing)

NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS

Hector Alves
“O blessed God! how kind
Are all Thy ways to me,
Whose dark benighted mind
Was enmity with Thee.
Yet now, subdued by sovereign grace,
_ My spirit longs for Thine embrace.”

The author of this excellent hymn, John Kent, was a shipwright,
and a man who received very little education; his occupation hin-
dered the possibility of much study or self-education. But he was an
out and out Christian, fond of reading his Bible and good books.
Mr. Kent was born in Bideford, Devonshire, England, December,
1766, and he began to write verse as a mere lag. At the age of
thirty-seven he published his “Collection of Original Hymns,” which
contained nearly three hundred of his pieces. His hymns are strongly
worded, earnest, simple; and many of them are still in constant use
in Great Britain and America.
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skins were what covered the inner set of curtains, which were made
of pure white linen, covered with gorgeous needlework of blue, purple
and scarlet, with cherubim. Those very plain curtains served as pro-
tection from the elements. What is more important as protection to
a young woman than thc modesty and simplicity of her dress and
behaviour, and what has better served to preserve the Church, as a
virgin, than simplicity in doctrine, in ritual, in buildings, in every-
thing. Once a young woman has abandoned due modesty and begins
to act in a coquettish manner, she is likely to fall a prey to men of
evil intention. And the assembly that begins to lust after popularity,
introducing innovations to attract attention, is alrcady fallen in spirit,
and will soon manifest open departure. Surely what we nced is not
to study how to please the world, but how to please the Lord, to
whom we have been betrothed. One important eclement in our
protection from a seductive world will be true simplicity as indi-
viduals, and as assemblies.

Qur Commendation

before the Lord and in the eyes of an ungodly world will surely not
be in our use of modern dress. with bobbed hair, lipstick, cte., nor
becaus¢ we employ musical instruments, solos, or other *catches” in
our meetings, but because we maintain a simplicity which betokens
true love to Christ. Nothing can substitute for the power of God,
and this need not be cxpected if the Spirit of God is gricved. Do
we as individuals manifest “the simplicity that is in Christ?™ Does
our testirmony, as an assembly. manifest this characteristic?

GOD OVER ALL
J. Ritehe
Faith's Repose in Days of Trial

It is a “law of the kingdom”, very fully established throughout

the pages of the inspired Word, that Ged, who is over all, who ruleth
and over-ruleth among the sons of men, causes “the wrath of man
to praise him” (Psa. lxxvi. 10), and makes the opposition and malice
of the enemv to subserve His work and [ulfil His purposes of grace
to the sons of men. Like Samson’s riddle of the honey found in the
lion's carcase (Judges xiv. 14}, “Out of the eater” comes forth meat,
and the very devices of the adversary. which loom like thick clouds
of coming woe, are caused to “break in blessings” over the head of
the righteous. A glance along the line of Scripture history will con-
firm the great principle in our souls, that “the Lord reigneth”, that
He “sitteth on the water floods”, ordering, guiding all, for His own
praise and His people’s good: that the hour of the apparent triumph
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of wrong, is the appointed time for its final defeat; and that the time
of man’s extremity is God's opportunity to manifest His power. May
the blessed Spirit, whose business it is to cause the truth to “work
cffectually” (1 Thess. ii. 13), making it good as a matter of spiritual
experience in the saints, give practical possession and enjoyment of
this in nur hearts,

It was to the serpent, by whose instigation the fall of man was
accomplished, that the promise of the coming Deliverer was given.
The Seed of the woman, who had heen by his subtlety deceived.
became the Bruiser of his head (Gen. iii. 19), and the Breaker up of
his power (Heb. it 14).

The eney of Joseph's brethren was the cause of him being sold
as a slave to the Midianites. and sent into Egypt (Gen, xxxvii. 36}
the wickedness of Potiphar’s wife and her lies. sent him into the prison
as a malefactor. where he was “laid in iron” and sorely tried {Psa.
cvil. 18, 19). and thereby educated and fitted as all God's honoured
servants must be, for the place of rule to which he had been called.
Looking back to the experiences of the pit and the prison, Joseph
said from the place of his power and glory in Egypt. "God sent me
before vou to preserve vou a posterity. and to save vour lives by a
grrat deliverance” (Gen. xIv. 7).

Pharaoh’s edict condemned to death all Isracl’s male children,
yet out from it God caused his own daughter to rescue the babe (Exed.
i), and bring up the vouth {Acts vil 21) who. in after years. was
instrumentally the destroyer of Pharaoh’s power. and the deliverer
of God's down-trodden people Tsrael.

Haman, the Agagite, Isracl’s ancient enemy (Exod. xvii, 8, 161,
had gnt into such favour with the Persian king. as to secure the ssue
of a death sentenee on all the covenant people, and a high gallmys
was crected upon which Mordecai. God's solitary witness, who had
refused 1o bow to thr Amalekite, was to he hanged {Esther v, 14,
But God., who had permiteed things to go thus far. said. “Hitherto
shalt thou come, but no further” {Job xxx viii. 11}, and a sleepless
night of the king, was the instrument to bring the proud Amalekite
to his own gallmws, tn clevate Mordecai to power. and his people to
glory and honour.

The furnace of Nebuchadnezzar may be heated seven umes for
the Hebrew ynuths, who refuse his idolatry, but not a hair of their
heads perish, because One like unto the Son of God i there.  Such
are the ways of our God, who is “wonderful in counsel. excellent
in working™ fIsa. xxvii. 29). And the Cross reveals the same great
mystery.  There the prince of darkness had his “hour” and a tem-
porary triumph, The Son of God was bung upon a felon’s cross. His
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handful of ferble followers were scattered like autumn leaves. Truth
had apparently perished from the carth, and evil sat enthroned. It
was the great crisis of the world’s history. God was not far off; yet

He was silent, until the full time for His action had come. On the
third, the appointed day, calmly, yet in the full might of His power,
the God of resurrection entered upon the scene. The bars of death
were broken: its power was spoiled, its prince defeated. and the
Crucifird One was led up in triumph amid adoring hosts, to the
throne of the majesty of the heavens, to be owned as Lord and Ruler
over all.

And the story is the same ever since. The early persecutions of
the Lord's early disciples, scattered them as preachers into regions
far beyond. The martyrs, under Nero, thrown to the lions in the

amphitheatre, or set up as lighted torches to lluminate his gardens,
gave such testimony to the power of Christ. amid their sufferings, that
thousands were led to emhrace the Gospel. The Pope’s bull agamst
Luther. and his trial at Worms for his faith, aroused Europe to the
trur character of the Papacy. King Charles Stuart chased the godly
Puritans out of England, to found and evangelize the American Cern-
monwealth. And the persecuted Scottish martyrs. whose blood purpled
their native hills, left such a legacy of vital godliness and love of the
Bihle to their seed, as the evil influence of centuries has not yet whelly
removed.

In our own day, and in our brief life story, have we not again and
again proved that “God is stronger than His foes.” that His tyes
“ruo to and fre throughout the whole carth. to shew Himself strong
in the behalfl of those whose heart is perfect toward Him" (2 Chron.
xvi. ). and that aithough He may try, and severely discipline His
own. He will never give them up. or allow the enerny to finally triumph
over them.  In days of testing and sifting such as the present, when
God is permitting man to sct aside and dishenour His Word, the pit,
the prison, the furnace. and the gallows. after some sort may come
again. Harder times and a more rugged path may await those who
clrave to the Leord, and seek to hold fast His truth. But it will be
for good. The purposes of the Lord will stand. come what may.

Of the last great apostacy. in which evil will rise to power, and
be found in high places, it is said. “When the enemy shall come in
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him”
(Isa lix. 19). And on the day of Antichrist’s proud trumph, he will
e for ever at the glance of the Lord. Such is the way of the
T ~-d with His saints, and the darkest hour is but the herald of the

ing dawn. The hottest fiercest battle, is on the eve of victory.
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SUMMER EXPIRATIONS

We thank all our subscribers whose magazines came due this summer
who have renewed their subscriptions. Those who have not done so will
find an expiry notice with this issue, and we will appreciate very much
your prompt remittance; you will thus be assured of not missing an
issue. It will be assumed that those who do not renew in September
wish us to cancel their magazine.

TIDINGS

BRITISH COLUMBIA

VANCOUVER, B.C.—T. W, Ball (N. Ireland), has been having very
helpful ministry meetings in various of the assemblies in Vancouver and
in the state of Washington. He purposes returning to Belfast in the
latter part of September.

PRAIRIES

MERVIN, SASK.—Our conference, the first in the new hall, was the
largest we have had here, with attendance of saints from Saskatchewan,
Alberta and British Columbia. Harmony prevailed throughout and the
ministry was both corrective and instructive, from C. H. Willoughby,
S. Savord, Hector Alves, J. Gray, T. W. Ball, S. Maxwell and A. Wilson.
Hector Alves remained for meetings and the following Lord’s Day was
like a second conference, when the saints at Louisville, Maidstone and
Lashburn cancelled their meetings and gathered for the day. Brother
Saword went east on his way back to his field of labour in Venezuela,
calling at Maidstone, Lashburn and Taylorside. S. Maxwell and J. Gray
have been in Northern Saskatchewan, working many towns from door
to door with Gospel tracts and booklets and preaching in the open air.

NIPAWIN—G. McKinley is having cottage meetings and visiting
from house to house with the Gospel.

THEODORE—J. Ronald and A. Wilson recently baptized some at
Minitonas, the fruit of last summer’s work at Swan River and Durban.
They are now preaching in Theodore. (May the Lord richly bless these
various efforts to reach sinners on the prairies).

ONTARIO

NIPIGON, ONT.—Brethren W. Cudmore and Boyle are in a portable
hall about 70 miles east of Port Arthur. They are finding it hard to
get (tihe people but are sowing the seed with the spoken and written
Word. .
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"THOU"

A. W. Joyce
In Paul’s personal epistles to his younger fellow-labourers, Tim-
othy and Titus, he gives some weighty exhortations to which we would
do well to take heed to-day. Paul had the gift of the teacher to an
outstanding degree, but no ministry is more practical than was his
by the power of the Spirit, and exhortations abound in his epistles.
Doubtless we have all noticed at times the tendency to decry the
ministry of exhortation, and to cry for the ministry of the teacher.
Both are needed and the apostle Paul had a well-balanced combina-
tion of each. Let us notice four personal words to the servants of

Christ to whom we referred.

1. Continue thou—2 Timothy 3:14, The Course.
2. Watch thou—2 Timothy 4:5, The Concern.
3. Speak thou—Titus 2:1, The Conversation.

4. Affirm thou—Titus 3:8, The Conduct.

THE COURSE
“But CONTINUE THOU in the things which thou has learned

and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.”
By the pen of inspiration Paul has just been describing the progress
of evil and evil men, but in contrast to the awful current of iniquity
he exhorts Timothy to continue or abide in the things which he has
learned and has been assured of. To withstand error—truth must
be known. Have WE learned these important things so that we are
“able to stand in the evil day?” If we have learned them, are we
really assured of the truth of them? Do we know of whom we have
learned them?

Have we not seen and heard some younger brethren as well as
younger preachers dismiss with a shrug or with a facetious remark
some of the truths which have been tried in the fire as merely “tra-
ditions of brethren.”

References are made to older brethren who are now with the
Lord in a slighting or even contemptuous way. It is observable,
however, that some of these very critics do not object to reaping
the benefits of the labours of men of God who planted the assem-
blies, and if they do not follow the tracks of truth blazed by these
pioneers, they are well content to follow the tracks leading to the
assemblies and to audiences made to order and gathered for them.
We are told in Heb. 13:7, “Remember them that had the rule oven
you, which spake unto you the word of God: and considering the
issue of their life, imitate their faith.” (R.V.)}. “The memory of the
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just is blessed,” certainly it is to God, and surely it should be to us
also. These scriptures just put in another way the truth of our text,
“Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned.” No sober-
thinking person could suggest that our present generation exceeds
in godliness the past generation of God’s people in the assembles.
The heritage of truth which has been passed on to us is “the truth
which is according to godliness” (Titus 1:1). It is in keeping with
godliness and it produces it. Some of the latter day teachings may
sound plausible and specious, but assemblies which have received
them and the modern innovations which they bring, by the widest
stretch of the imagination cannot prove that they have produced
more godliness and less likeness to the world.

May each one of us then pay diligent heed to the apostle’s closing
words ere he leaves the world, “Continue thou” and thus strike a
straight course in the “little while” that remains.

TrE CONGERN

“But watch thou in all things” (2 Tim. 4:5). The conjunction
but, links on with what has gone before where again the apostle with
divinely given prescience looks on to the time “when they will not
endure sound doctrine,” when “they shall turn away their ears from
the truth, and turn aside unto fables” (verses 3-4). “Don’* be af-
fected by all this, Timothy, WATCH THOU, make it your great
concern to do the very opposite to these things,” we seem to hear
Paul say in his farewzll message. “But watch thou in all things, en-
dure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of
thy ministry.” Paul is about to be offered, the time of his departure
is at hand and his parting counsel to Timothy is “Preach the word”;
others may turn aside but watch thou, or as the revised puts it “be
thou sober.”

THE CONVERSATION

“But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine” (Titus
2:1). Again the apostle has drawn a contrast; for in chapter one
he refers to “the gainsayers,” the “vain talkers,” . . . whose mouths
must be stopped,” those who teach “things which they ought not,”
who give “heed to Jewish fables.” Then in chapter 2, again and
again the exhortation is given to young and old, men and women, to
be sober, and to Titus himself to use “sound speech that cannot
be condemned.” The Lord takes very special note of our CON-
VERSATION. By our CONVERSATION we either glorify God or
dishonour Him, we either strengthen or weaken the hands of our
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brethren, we either attract sinners to Christ or stumble them on the
way to Hell. The Lord took note of the God-fearing conversation
of the remnant in Malachi 3:16 and commended it. The Lord Jesus
took note of the contentious conversation of His disciples in Mark
9:33, (and on other occasions) and reproved them for it.

In public ministry let us avoid lightness and irreverence and speak
the things that become sound doctrine. There is little use of us
forcing a solemn manner on the platform while we deal with eternal
verities, if we quickly revert to jocularity and lightness that savours
much more of worldliness than of godliness; and may we not be
like the children of the mixed marriages in Neh. 3 who “spake half
in the speech of Ashod.” At the Judgment Seat of Christ, not only
will we have to give account of our works, but also of our words.

Tue ConNbpucT

These things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which
have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works”
(Titus 3:8). This statement is one of the “faithful sayings” of the
apostle Paul. We delight in quoting the faithful saying in the Gospel
of 1 Tim. 1:15, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
Likely every preacher has to confess that the faithful saying to the
sinner has been far more emphasized than the faithful saying to the
saint in Titus 2:8. But in this verse the exhortation is “THAT
THOU AFFIRM CONSTANTLY” care in the maintenance of
good works. The evidence of the reality of our faith is scen in our
CONDUCT from conversion’s day. More harm has been done to
the cause of Christianity by the inconsistent conduct of believers than
all the combined attacks of infidelity and atheism. Let us each ask
ourselves in ‘God’s presence, “Does my conduct before my fellow
men prove to them that I am a child of God, am I careful to main-
tain good works?”

Sometimes the excuse is given “It is a difficult matter living a
Christian life in the business I am engaged in?” If your business
is an honest one, God can, and will give you grace to glorify Him
in it. If you cannot live for God in it, you should be out of it. The
revised reading of our text is, “This is a faithful saying, and these
things I will that thou affirm confidently, to the end that they which
have believed God may be careful to profess honest occupations.”

There is nothing like an obedient today, to reveal God’s will
to-morrow.
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QUESTIONS THAT GENDER STRIFES

G. G. Johnston

As in the days of the apostles so in our day, there are some
well-meaning brethren who become occupied with questions which
cause unnecessary friction among the saints. We dare not doubt the
sincerity of such brethren, and their zeal is manifested in the way
they bestir themselves in the propagation of their beliefs, but upon
carefully weighing their arguments and comparing them with the
Word of God, we feel convinced that they pertain to the class de-
scribed in our scriptural title: “Questions that Gender Strifes.”

Among these might be considered the protest of some against
the use of leavened bread and fermented wine as symbols of the body
and blood of our Lord, in our weekly remembrance feast: also their
demand that this feast should be held at night.

The reasons adduced by such brethren may seem at first to
have some weight, but upon careful consideration may appear to
the writer to savour of fanaticism, and an imposition impossible to
fulfilment in some cases—a thing surely never intended, when our
Lord said to His disciples of that day, and of today, in every corner
of the globe: “This do in remembrance of me.”

No one should doubt that the bread used at the Passover, on
that solemn night of our Saviour’s betrayal, was unleavened. It
was one of those loaves, undoubtedly, which our Lord took. After
giving thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples. But surely,
if He had intended it should thus be specially prepared, He would
then have declared it. There is no indication, either, regarding the
kind of flour used in the making. It would probably be of barley,
as was common in Palestine, and often mentioned in the gospels.
The writer had been present when only maize (corn) bread was
available. Should we consider there was any hint at inferiority in
our Lord Jesus because an inferior grain was used to make the bread.
No more is there a suggestion of evil present in Christ, because of
leaven in the bread.

Neither is there a suggestion of any evil principle in the blood
of our Lord because the wine used may be fermented. Wine, prop-
erly speaking, is just the fruit of the vine (the grape) squeezed by
one method or another, to extract the juice. At the institution of
the Remembrance Feast our Lord took what had undoubtedly been
extracted from the grapes months before, at the time of vintage, and,
as fermentation begins immediately upon extraction, it must have
been fermented to some extent.
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Grape juice, so-called, as sold today, is not essentially the pure
extract from the grape, since certain chemical ingredients have been
added to prevent fermentation.

In order to obtain an unfermented extract from the grape at all
times of the year, and in all climates of the world, it would be
necessary to have on hand the fresh grapes from which to extract
the wine immediately before use, or have dried grapes (raisins)
and make a brew from them. This seems very far from our Lord’s
intention.

As for there being any added importance in celebrating the
Lord’s Supper at night, because it would remind our souls of the
darkness of Calvary, and similar reasons, this seems to create un-
necessary difficulty. It is thought that one reason for this custom in
the primitive church was because many would be engaged in their
daily toil on Sundays, in those lands still chiefly pagan, especially
those who were serfs or slaves. These would only be free when their
day’s work was done. Let us manifest due esteem for the liberty
granted to most people today in these favoured lands, by giving
first place to our worship, which seems clarly to occupy paramout
importance in the Word. While any hour might be agreed upon,
according to the circumstances of those saints concerned, the morning
(the choicest part of the day) seems to be preferable.

As for gathering at night because of what the darkness might
suggest, how about those saints meeting beyond the Arctic or the
Antarctic Circle, where during many weeks of each year there is
little or no darkness at all, and again periods of little or no light?

Then again, it is not always possible to meet on the same day
in all parts of the globe. Though all may meet on what is the first
day of the week in their section of the world, yet those living on
different sides of the date line in the Pacific area must gather on
different days, since upon crossing that imaginary line, a day is
automatically lost or gained, according to the direction travelled.

It seems conclusive that in many things, such as those con-
sidered in this article, our Lord has left His own free to act as cir-
cumstances, mutual agreement and good judgment might dictate,
while in matters in which His will is clearly revealed we should be
most scrupulous in their observance.

Every child of God is set apart, or is holy in a threefold sense—
he is holy in Christ; he is holy as possessed of a divine nature; and
he is called upon to be holy in his life.
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ENVY
W. Shaw

Envy has been called the “eldest-born of hell.” Whether or not
that description be correct to the letter, certain it is that envy is a
work of the flesh (Gal. v. 21), and one of the darkest traits that
can deform the character of a child of God. Its history runs far
back. You find it in Genesis iv., where Cain, envious of Abel finding
favour with God, murders his brother. We may start back iz horror
if we are told that envy in the believer is just the same as was envy
in the first murderer. Yet it is true. And who can tell to what
terrible lengths a child of God may go, in whose heart envy has
found a lodgment! Adultery can be perpetrated by a look (Matt.
v. 29); murder may be committed without the lifting of a finger
(1 Jno. iii. 15); and, in like manner, envy may lead to the most
fearful excesses of thought and feeling, while we pass current for
amiable, and even spiritual believers.

Envy can find a hiding-place, yea, it can flourish, in the heart
of a believer, while the church is powerless to bring him under its
discipline. Hence the deadly nature of this sin; and it is all the more
so, seeing it may possess the heart while the believer professes to
be utterly unconscious of its existence.

Envy looks with grudging eye on the prosperity of another. It
may be prosperity in regard to the possession of money. But as that
aspect of envy may find a more fitting place in considering “covet-
ousness,” we confine ourselves to spiritual prosperity. Yonder is a
brother who seems to be owned of God in his labours for Christ.
People are trembling under the word. For the time being, all
eyes are turned towards him. God is with him. He is evidently in
favour in heaven. What does envy do? Envy grudges him that
favour. The brother in whose heart envy rules, does not rejoice
with those who are rejoicing. He grudges to see such honour put
upon another, while he himself seems to have been passed by. Does
he admit that he is moved by envy? Never. Envy can hide under
the cloak of zeal for God’s honour, or any other cloak, and thus re-
main unsuspected. The envious one questions if the work is of God
at all; and, while he may profess to rejoice, yet deep down in his
heart of hearts there is a secret wish that the work may come to
nought!

This sin is far more prevalent than is generally supposed. Yet
it seems to have a quiet, undisturbed reign, seeing so very few suspect
envy has anything to do with them. But it is accompanied by certain
marks which will enable us to discover it in ourselves—to put our
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finger on it and say, “That is envy.” It brings with it a rottenness
of the bones (Prov. 14:30). Let us search ourselves, and see if we
can discover any trace of this rottenness of the bones—this dull
gnawing of disappointment as we hear that brother So-and-so has
had a good meeting, and God was working. Why do we not rejoice?
Ah! let us be assured that envy is doing its deadly work, and rotten-
ness of the bones is our portion.

A brother—one of the most devoted believers we know—wrote
us one day that he had been guilty of a terrible sin. “A young brother,”
said he, “came into the meeting, and was asked to say a word. He
had not long commenced to speak, when they were in tears all around
—broken down on account of sin. I said to myself, ‘Why, see how
long I have preached to these people, and they have never wept;
and now this lad comes in, and God sets me aside and uses him;
and any one can see it Envy was at work. I felt I had been guilty
of a terrible sin. I never suspected I could be capable of such a
thought. I went to the Lord at once, and confessed all; and then I
went to the young brother, and confessed all; and communion was
restored.” That was perhaps the last brother we would have sus-
pected of envy. But, walking in the light, he detected the loath-
some thing at once, and had it judged in the presence of God.

It was for envy that Joseph’s brethren sold him into Egypt. They
could not bear to see him specially beloved of his father. In order
to conceal what they had done, they told his father a lie; for envy
has many other sins in its train.

When Eldad and Medad prophesied in the camp (Num. 11:27),
the murmurings of envy were soon heard. But Moses rebuked them
by the words, “Enviest thou for my sake? Would God that all the
Lord’s peoples were prophets, and that the Lord would put His
Spirit upon them.” This manifested the true spirit of meekness, for
which Moses was remarkable (Num. 12:3). Rejoicing to ses others
honoured of God is one of the most conspicuous marks of true great-
ress and nobility of mind; while the murmurings of envy manifest
the littleness and selfishness of a narrow soul. We may be quite
willing to yield to a Moses all the honour that is his due; but when
the spirit of prophecy comes upon a Medad or an Eldad—an “ordi-
nary brother”—envy is ready to say with a sneer: “Is Saul also
among the prophets?” But the Lord gives no account of His matters.
He can raise up and cast down according to His pleasure; and He
often finds a chosen vessel where the flesh would least expect it.
It was envy that led to the destruction of Korah and all his com-
pany (Num. 16:32). 1Tt was envy that caused Eliab to speak of
the naughtiness and pride of David, while to the discerning eye it



168 TRUTH and TIDINGS

was clear that the Lord was with him. It was envy, perhaps more
than anything else, that rendered Saul’s life bitter, and marked him
out prominently as the rejected of the Lord. It was envy that caused
Haman to seek the destruction of God’s people, and to fall into the
pit which he himself had digged. It was “for envy” that the chief
priests delivered up our Lord to be crucified.

Who shall put bounds to the development of this terrible sin?
Let us make diligent search and see that it has no place ir us. It
will do no good to call it by another name. Let it be hunted out,
and brought to the light, no matter although it may profess to be
resisting pride, and to be contending for God’s honour. Let us put
our thoughts and motives to the test, and find out what it is that
inspires our zeal, or, it may be, hinders our joy.

If some youthful David is being owned of God in slaying the
giants, why should we not praise the Lord? If some hitherto obscure
brother is getting the ear of the people, why should we not give
thanks? If we are not prepared to resist and mortify the promptings
of envy, we may assuredly reckon that rottenness of the bones shall
be our portion, as it must be the portion of all who are not ready to
respond to the call of the Great Shepherd when He says; “Rejoice
with Me.”

PLANTED AND FLOURISHING

The true secret of fruitfulness is to have the soul abiding in
Christ. Spiritual freshness and power come by drawing from His
fulness. ““Those that be planted in the house of the Lord, shall
flourish in the courts of our God” (Psalm 112:13).

In temple language, to be planted in the “house,” is the secret
of flourishing in “ the courts.” The “house” was the dwelling place
of Jehovah, the place of priestly communion and worship. The
“court” was the place of outward service. Inside the house it was
Jehovah Himself; outside in the courts, it was His work. As the
servants of Christ, we have to do with both, for we are at once both
Priests and Levites. Our place of communion is within, our place
of service without. Surely we may gather from the thought of being
“planted” in the house, that God desires our roots to be struck
down into the depths of communion with Himself. Thus there will
be freshness, flourish, and in due season, fruit.

Cling to the whole Bible, not a part of it. A man is not going
to do much with a broken sword.
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THE WILL OF GOD

(continued)

T. W. Ball, Ireland

Since we are not making a study of mythology, archaeology, or
astronomy, but of something which has a definite and all-embracive
bearing upon our every-day life, we wish to look further into the
Scriptures to view this topic of God’s will in its essentially practical
aspect. A little study shows that it affects our SERVICE, that is, the
character and sphere of our activity for the Master. No less than
five times does Paul describe himself, at the opening of his epistles,
as “Paul, an apostle . . . by the will of God.” Thus he plainly and
confidently declares that his life-work was not a self-chosen one,
and that he had the calm contentment of mind and spirit which
belongs to those who have the inward witness that the labours in
which they are engaged are exactly what God would have them to
pursue. In a pathway so bestrewn with trials, perils, and disappoint-
ments, how much it meant to him to have the blessed buoyancy of this
assurance! We must not, however, think that only those who give
their whole time to the work of the Lord can have this stimulating
consciousness. We can serve the Lord in secular business (Rom.
12:11), and “abide with God” in an earthly calling (1 Cor. 7:24),
provided that it is an honourable profession (Tit. 3:14), and does
not cause us to be absent from the assembly meetings (Heb. 10:25).
Generally, for such a calling God will fit the person with some apti-
tude and liking, and that will save him from being “a square peg
in a round hole”—a most unenviable position.

The will of God must also be allowed to bear upon our
SCHEMES, that is, all the plans and purposes which we may formu-
late for business, travel, vacations, meetings, visitation of friends,
etc., and any future eventuality requiring a choice and decision on
our part. While a Christian does, in a sense, live a day at a time,
and 1s not anxious for the morrow (Matt. 6:34), yet it is quite right
for him to have tentative plans looking much further ahead, but all
subject to the Lord’s will. Paul, contemplating his long-anticipated
journey to Rome, prayed that it would be prosperous by the will of
God (Rom. 1:14), and thus be for the mutual joy and refreshing
of both the saints and himself (15:32). ‘Another journey he had in
mind, namely that to Thessalonica, was thwarted by Satan’s inter-
vention (1 Thess. 2:18), but even this we now see to be God’s will,
since it led him to write the two precious letters now in our possession.
James strongly censures those who ommitted to say “God willing”
when announcing their plan to “go to this citv, spend a vear there,
and trade, and get gain” (4:13 R.V.)—an omission especially repre-
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hensible in view of the brevity and uncertainty of life. Little do some
realize the tragedy of spending a year, or even a fraction of it, out
of the will of God, frecm which the spiritual loss accruing is so great
that no amount of “gain” will compensate for it.

Another part of Christian practice in which God’s will has to
be taken into account is our SACRIFICES. Paul pays tribute to
the saints of Macedonia—and that a merited one—in that they re-
quested to have fellowship in the matter of ministering to the tem-
poral need of the poor saints of Judaea. He says “they gave them-
selves . . . unto us by the will of God” (2 Cor. 8:5). Tt certainly
revealed the grace of God bestowed upon them, in that they did it
liberally and joyfully, and at a time when they themselves were in
deep poverty. It was also in line with the providential purpose of
God which allowed such a state of emergency and privation in Judaea,
so that by Gentiles believers sending to their necessity, a closer bond
of fellowship would be formed between Jews and Gentiles in the
church. It is conceivable, nay, verily possible, that some giving is
not according to the mind of God. That is the case where a donor
seeks to publicise his generosity, to get reward from man (Matt.
6:1); or where he handles the matter fraudently, (Acts 5:1ff) or
where he wishes to blind the eye of a preacher, or close his mouth
(Ex. 23:8) ; or where he aspires to some unholy prestige (Acts 8:18) ;
or where he hopes to receive again some corresponding benefit; (Lk.
6:34, 14:12); or where he sends to some unscriptural cause (Gal.
2:18 and supports a false teacher (2 John 10); or where he deprives
those dependent upon him of that which is their due (1 Tim 5:8);
or where he arranges for some donation to be communicated after
his decease, which should have been given while he was alive (2
Cor. 5:10). These instances should help to guard and guide us
in this important matter.

God’s will is also related to the Christian’s SUFFERINGS. This
is especially the message of Peter. He calls them “manifold trials”
(1 Pet. 1:6) and “the fiery trial” (1 Pet. 4:12). They come in
varying form and degree to those who possess that precious in-
visible thing called “faith”® (1 Pet. 1:7, 2 Pet. 1:1). Hence it is
not just the universal portion of fallen humanity of which he speaks,
but is the experience of “the brotherhood.” being reproached in
the Name of Christ. or, in other words, suffering as Christians (1
Pet. 4:16). Even if this is inflicted bv the “ignorance of foolish
men,” (2:15), and the onslaughts of the devil “seeking whom he
may devour” (5:8), and is not the result of our faults (2:20); vet
it is both sobering and strengthening to know that is all according to
the will of God (4:19). Tf the Holv Spirit testified beforehand
of the sufferings of the coming Christ, (1 Pet. 1:11) then these were
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undoubtedly in the will of God, though they were caused partly by
Satan’s malice, and the blind and base ingratitude and inhumanity
of man. There is nothing accidental in the bitter ingredients which
we fain would have God eliminate from our cup.

Last of all we observe the necessary connection between the
will of God and our SUPPLICATIONS. The apostle John declares
that if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us (1 John
5:14). 'We know that prayer is not just asking for things. Tt is
designed to keep us in the enjoyment of God’s presence, and in
vital sympathy with His purposes. To this end God gives to every
believer His Holy Spirit to indwell him, and He, says Paul, enables
us to pray effectually because He makes intercession for us according
to the will of God (Rom. 8:27). Therefore no Spirit-taught saint
thinks it fitting to pray for popularity, for a windfall of wealth, for
comfortable circumstances, or for pre-eminence over his brethren.
Rather he will pray that God will teach him the lessons he requires
to learn, strengthen him for duty and trial, make him a blessing to
other saints and to the perishing, enable him to grow in the grace
and knowledge of the Lord, and preserve him so that he may finish
up his earthly career with an unblemished record. When requesting
some favour of a material kind, he will be sure to add, “Not my
will, but Thine be done.” May ye know more of asking God to
“make us perfect in every good thing to do His will” (Heb. 13:200f)
for “he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17).

SOLOMON'S CONVERT
William Rodgers, Omagh

Although iin the days of Solomon no charge had been given
to God’s people to “Go . . ., and preach the Gospel to every creature,”
and although he had not, so far as we know, any command to “Pray
for all men,” yet in his supplication at the dedication of the temple,
which is recorded for us in 1 Kings 8:22-53, we {ind three interesting
verses (41-43), in which he turns aside from his own needs and
those of Israel, to cry to God for the “stranger that . . . cometh
out of a far country.” He suggests that such a one may hear of
God’s great name and fame, as manifested in delivering and blessing
His people, and may come with the desire in his soul, not merely
to investigate, but to have dealings with this God for himself. And
he prays that the Lord may so respond to this stranger that he may
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get to know and fear Him, or, as we would put it in our way of
speaking, that the stranger may be saved.

Now, should not this part of Solomon’s prayer put many of us
to shame? Had he confined his petitions to Israel, we might in the
circumstances of his times have found excuse for him. But what
shall we say for those today, who have the charge to “Go” and the
command to “Pray,” and yet are not so concerned about the salvation
of the stranger as he was, and who, if they get as far in their prayers
as their own unsaved children or other relatives, have little real
exercise of soul beyond that?

A couple of chapters further on in the story, we are shown how
God gave to Solomon: the privilege of helping to answer his own
prayer, in the case of the Queen of Sheba. This our God often does.
When the disciples in Matt. 9:38 began to pray for labourers, the
next verse records how they were made labourers themselves. ‘And
when I become really concerned about the salvation of sinners, and
cry to God on their behalf, it is quite likely that He will find a way
for me to reach some of them myself, so that I will no longer need
to wail, “Must I go and empty-handed.”

In 1 Kings 10:1, it is said that the Queen of Sheba, in her
far-off country, “heard of the fame of Solomon, CONCERNING THE
NaME oF THE Lorp.” His testimony at this time was good, and had
spread far. Just so it was in a later day with the young converts
at Thessalonica, whose fame was spread abroad “in every place”
(1 Thess 1:8), and the apostle’s preaching was rendered much easier
thereby.

3

So the queen came to him with her “hard questions,” not merely
knotty problems or quibbles such as many waste time on, without
much profit to themselves, but as verse 2 shows, difficulties that were
of the heart. She came to the right man, for Solomon was still at
this time in a fit condition to help an anxious soul, and when shc
unburdened to him “all that was in her heart,” he was able to give
what he himself in Prov. 24:26 calls “a right answer.” Moreover,
what she saw of his household, and what she saw of his worship,
confirmed to her what she heard for his lips, with the result that
she “believed and glorified God.”

Now. I have been thinking lately, was it not a mercy that the
Queen of Sheba was moved to come at the time she did, instead
of a few years later. What a difference it would have made? She
would have found a saint old before his time (chap. 11:4), a saint
who was being led by his womenfolk into all the religious fashions
of the day (chap. 11:4-8), a saint who was burdensome to God's
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people (chap. 12:4) ; in short, a saint who had ruined his testimony.
And while she would have still seen “his ascent by which he went
up unto the house of the Lord” (chap. 10:5), she would as she
looked around have seen also an “ascent” to Ashtoreth here, an
“ascent” to Chemosh there, and an “ascent” to Molech somewhere
else.  'What in all the world would Solomon have replied to her
queries about this diversity of religions? Would he have said, “Oh,
well, I used to be a bit narrow-minded in such matters, but now
I see no harm in going with my wives to these places once in a while.
I may win them, you know, by doing so?” Or would he have hon-
estly confessed the truth, that he had gotten away from God? In
any case it is probable that she would have gone away home without
hearing or seeing what would have induced her to turn to God.

Now, cannot we transfer most of the points in this narrative to
ourselves? Have we borne a testimony that is doing work for God,
even in places where our voices have never been heard? Are we
so living before the unsaved that they will turn to us with confidence
when in soul trouble? Or when they do turn to us, are we “ready
always to give an answer?” (1 Pet. 3:15).

And what about our worship? Is there in our meetings such a
spiritual atmosphere, and such marifest help from God, that a
stranger who comes in and looks on, will fall on his face to worship
God himself, and will go away with the report that God is in us
of a truth (1 Cor. 14:25)? And what about the other “ascents?”’
Are there places you go to, and things you indulge in, which make
the unsaved stand in doubt of you, and which hinder their con-
version to God? Let us examine ourselves with care as to these
matters, for as it is a dreadful thing to be unexercised in prayer to
God about the unsaved “stranger,” so it is also a dreadful thing if
our prayers are “hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7), through our failure to bear
a good testimony for Him in our lives.

ALABASTER BOXES

Do not keep the alabaster boxes of your love and tenderness
sealed up until your friends are dead. Fill their lives with sweetness.
Speak approving, cheering words, while their ears can hear them,
and while their hearts can be thrilled and made happier by them;
the kind things you mean to say when they are gone, say before



174 TRUTH and TIDINGS

they go. The flowers you mean to send for their coffins, send to
brighten and sweeten their homes before they leave them. If my
friends have alabaster boxes laid away full of fragrant perfumes of
sympathy and affection, which they intend to break over my dead
body, I would rather they would bring them out in my weary and
troubled hours, and open them, that I may be refreshed and cheered
by them while I need them. I would rather have a plain coffin
without a flower, a funeral without a eulogy, than a life without
the sweetness of love and sympathy.  Let us learn to anoint our
friends beforehand for their burial. Post-mortem kindness does not
cheer the burdened spirit. Flowers on the coffin cast no fragrance
backward over the weary way.

THE TIME OF HIS COMING

Franklin Ferguson

“But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no not the
angels which are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father” (Mark
13:32). “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which
the Father hath put in His own power” (Acts 1:7). “The Coming
of the Lord draweth nigh” (Jas. 5:8). “In the last days perilous
times shall come” (2 Tim. 3:1). “Watch ye, therefore; for ye know
not when the Master of the House cometh, at even, or at midnight,
or at the cock-crowing. or in the morning: lest coming suddenly He
find you sleeping” (Mark 13:35). ‘“Take ye heed, watch and pray”
(verse 33).

How often has u time been set for the Lord’s Coming, and
every time it has proved wrong! Let us beware of fixing dates for
this and that future event, prying into what the Father has put in
His own power. In the Word we are told much concerning “the
last days.” By a careful consideration of what we read, and com-
paring it with the present time, the conclusion becomes certain that
His Coming “draweth night.” We believe this to be the full length
we are warranted in going, and anything beyond is mere speculation.
Every prediction the Scriptures contain, having reference to the na-
ture and condition of the world at the time of the end, leaves nothing
now to come to pass: the only thing to be said is that the present
ungodly state of mankind may not be full-blown. The conclusion
that we are near, very near to the moment when the Church shall
hear the ‘‘shout,” is irresistible; therefore we are to watch and be
ready for the translation at any time now.
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Let us not, however, get the idea we need attempt no fresh
enterprise for Christ as He may so soon come; on the contrary, rather
put forth fresh energies and plan more service, with increasing de-
votion and a closer and holier walk with Him. “Blessed is that
servant whom his Lord, when He cometh, shall find so doing”
- (Matt. 24:46). God has fixed the happy day, and has told us suffi-

cient to indicate that now it is “at hand”. Before the sun sets to-
night, or rises tomorrow morning, we may be gone. What will
become of our goods and property? The Public Trust Department
will doubtless take all. It is just as well not to have too much to
leave, but to send it on ahead by using all we can for God.

When some long-expected dear visitor is at last at the door,
there is only one more step to the joyful welcome. So our long-
looked-for-Lord and Saviour may be about to take that “one step”
into the air, when in a moment the redeemed will be caught up
to meet Him. Then, farewell mortality, welcome eternity! Death
will be swallowed up in victory! The enjoyment of unutterable
blessedness, WITH HIM, will be our sweet portion for ever and
ever! The fair prospect exceeds every imagination of the heart.

GODLY RULES FOR DAILY LIFE
J. R.

BEGIN THE DAY WITH GOD (Psalm 143:8). Seek to seec
His face and have intercourse with Him, before you see the face
of man or mingle with the crowd. Speak to Him in prayer in the
morning (Psalm 5:3), and listen while He speaks to you through
His Word (Isa. 50:4). Never venture out into the world without
first having had dealings with God, and the inner man renewed

(2 Cor. 4:16).

ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD in all your ways (Prov. 3:6).
Seek His guidance (Psalm 27:11), and own His Word in every path
of life (Prov. 3:21-24). Set the Lord always before you (Psalm
16:8), and make it your aim to be well-pleasing unto Him (2 Cor.
5:9; R.V.) in all that you do and say. Do not fear to do that
which is right, because of the sneers or opposition of the world.
“When a man’s ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemie:
to be at peace with him” (Prov. 16:7).

IN ALL YOUR BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS, and dealings
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with the world, let integrity and honesty prevail (1 Thess. 4:12),
adorning the doctrine of the Lord (Titus 2:10) by a life of peace,
godliness and honesty (1 Tim. 2:2). Let God’s standard of morality
and conduct be your rule (Matt. 5:38-48; Rom. 12:9-24), not the
world’s. What ungodly men do is no pattern for you.

CONSULT GOD ABOUT EVERYTHING (Phil. 4:6). He
is wiser than men, and knows all things. He bids you unload all
your care upon Him (1 Pet. 5:7), and delights to carry both it and
you (Psalm 55:22). If there is anything you cannot ask Him to
share with you, be done with it at once. Avoid all questionable com-
pany, actions and transactions; seek not to be rich, but be content
with what ‘God gives you (Heb. 13:5). He always gives the best
(Psalm 84:11), to those who walk uprightly.

SERVE THE LORD IN EVERYTHING. In your daily life,
in the home, at the business, on the farm, do all “to the glory of
God” (1 Cor. 10:31). The Christian’s life is not partly secular
and partly sacred, but all for God, body (1 Cor. 6:19) as well as
soul, and all he does is to be in the Name of the Lord Jesus (Col
3:17). Anything you cannot do in His Name, renounce altogether.
No shady transaction can be done in that Name.

CLOSE THE DAY WITH GOD (Psalm 141:2). Review its
hours, confess its failures, count its blessings, praise God for its mercies,
have a portion from the ‘Word (Deut. 6:7), and lie down in peace
(Psalm 4:8), under the sleepless eye of the Lord (Psalm 121:4).

FOLLOW YOUR OWN GUIDE
Mervyn Paul
(ParT I)

Up in the North Country, when a party of ’teen age lads
begins a long distance canoe trip through the rivers and lakes, their
guide becomes a “V. I. P.)” indeed; and fellows who are really
smart make sure they follow their own guide (other parties often
are afloat) and that they do not let him get out of their sight.

The personal safety of the boys, and such vital matters as en
suring that no canoe will be lost, locating suitable camp sites, making
doubly certain that no forest fire will be started, depend on their
willingness to abide by his rules and decisions. Hence guides are
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always sticklers for obedience, having their own effective ways of
quietly allowing stragglers, or unruly members of the party, to suffer
the results of their folly as their punishment—as I have observed,
betimes, with much amusement. So as I have said, really smart
fgli:)ws follow their own guide, and never let him get out of their
sight.

Suppose, by way of illustration, that a canoe party going up a
certain lake sights another heading in some other direction, and
that one canoe breaks away to follow the other guide and his party.
Who would see any sense in such a manoeuvre? No one—unless
the boys, by some mistake, had lost their own outfit. And that would
be a bad mistake, indeed! The waterways of the North would hear
that story told and retold for many moons. Would it be any more
reasonable, would you think, for young Christians to let their Guide
get out of sight, and for them to paddle in the wake of a party bound
for eternal despair?

Take the case of J. B. (Initials fictional, of course.)

J. B. is a 12th grader, saved and in fellowship in the local
Assembly. A likeable chap, he strives to keep on good terms with
everybody. “Razzing” really hurts him. So he does his best to go
along with the crowd . . . and his saved younger sister helps him,
TO GO AS FAR AS HE 'CAN, so to speak. As a Christian, J. B.
never swears, smokes, listens to smutty stories, or anything like that.
However, both he and Peggy handle the other party’s slang quite
well. Both are great boosters of the School’s sports team, spend enjoy-
able time at the ice-cream bars along with members of the other
party, or at the swimming pool; both like to slip into a show now
and then, while J. B. contributes the odd quarter for a raffle ticket
—for charitable purposes, of course. Lately he has been going to
another fellow’s house “to do his homework.” (But between our-
selves, he never realized before how exciting “fights” could be until
he saw them on his friends TV set.) 8o, as I started out to say,
while J. B. hasn’t noticed it yet, he is losing sight of his Guide and
his canoe is heading into the wake of the other party! Unwittingly,
he is allowing the worldling’s guide to lead him.

Of course he attends the meetings—but some of the brethren
are fearful bores! (You know how it is sometimes.) Everything
seemns to be getting more and more unsatisfactory. Can’t do that
. . . Mustn’t go there . . . Read your Bible . . . Pray . . . Go to
meetings, meetings, meetings . . . Does a young person have to be
miserable just because he is saved? Don’t young Christians need
a bit of real life of some kind if they are not to stagnate altogether?
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. .. So it is that J. B.’s real problem (although he has not yet put
it into words) turns cut to be:

HOW FAR CAN A YOUNG CHRISTIAN GO without arous-
ing the ire and punishment of his Guide?

* * *

Well, what reply would you make to that question? Because,
to be suite frank, I do not know the answer. Moreover, it seems
to me that the question is out of character altogether. Reverting
to my illustration: the only punishment (and the most severe!) the
boys who undertook to follow the other party would receive from
their own guide likely would be allowance to suffer the consequences
of their folly. Hence, having Proverbs 14:14 in mind (plus the
Prodigal Son and many other Bible examples) I would fear that
unless J. B. alters course, he will be permitted to go just a length
farther, just a length farther, until he has had enough and i< ready
to say, “I will arise and go to my Father”—like that other son.

But Psalm 23:2 tells us (in changed metaphors) that the Lord
Jesus leads His sheep to green pastures and still waters. If this be
so, why should J. B’s (and lots of other Christians’) experience
seem to be so different?

I think I know the answer to that one: sometimes our heavenly
Guide has to lead His party quite some distance along life’s stream
before they reach the camp site—the resting place—of Settled Joy
in the Lord. (cf. Ex. 13:17-18) Hence if the voyagers grow tired
of the journey, they are apt to murmur, to complain, and to mourn
like the dissatisfied people of Israel, Num. 11:4-6. But worse it is,
still, when we begin to follow the guide of the worldlings!—Psa.
78:55-58. His route may seem most pleasing; but just as certainly
as darkness follows daylight, so shall we be led into a wilderness
of sorrow before a new morning dawns. So let us with purpose of
heart keep close to our own Guide. It was to Peter, you remember,
who had a most unhappy experience through following the wrong
guide, that the Lord Jesus spoke the words, as His farewell message,
“What is that to thee? Follow thou Me?” John 21:22.

—More next issue—if the Lord will.

There are many portions of Scripture which we do not under-
stand for a time; yet they are quite clear to us afterwards in the hour
of trial. We are quick learners in the day of visitation.
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NOTES ON SCRIPTURAL HYMNS AND THEIR WRITERS

Hector Alves
“Thou art the Everlasting Word,
The Father’s only Son,
God manifestly seen and heard,
And heaven’s beloved One.
Worthy, O Lamb of God, art Thou,
That every knee to Thee should bow!

This beautiful hymn ranks amongst the best in our Believers’
Hymn Book; its language is unexcelled. The author, Josiah Condor,
was a “layman,” belonging to the Congregational denomination in
England. He wrote in all, sixty-two hymns, and together with four
by his wife, published a supplement to the “Congregational Hymn
Book.” He was born in London, Sept. 17th, 1789; at five years of
age he was inoculated for smallpox, and through lack of precaution,
lost the sight of one of his eyes. While under treatment lest he
should lose the sight of the other, his surgeon came to be his teacher,
so that by the time he was fifteen, he had mastered Latin, French,
and other lines of learning, During his life he sought to “contend
for the faith once delivered to the saints.”

It was what we call an accident, that led to the writing of
another of Condor’s scriptural hymns. We quote from his biographer
—*“Josiah Condor fell from his horse in riding, and was compelled
to take his bed for a season. He was not only suffering from pain,
but there was peril in his prospect. He feared becoming a permanent
cripple. And just then his affairs- were in a condition that required
his utmost activity of effort and vigilance in watching. The confine-
ment summoned all his fortitude and led him to constant supplication.
It was then he wrote—

“O Thou God who hearest prayer
Every hour and everywhere!

For His sake whose blood I plead,
Hear me in my hour of need:
Only hide not now Thy face,
God of all-sufficient grace.

“Leave me not, my strength, my trust;
Oh, remember I am dust;

Leave me not again to stray;

Leave me not the tempter’ prey:

Fix my heart on things above;

Make me happy in Thy love.” etc.

The author died in St. John’s Wood in Lodon, December 27,
1855, leaving behind him a lasting benefit to hymnology.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Please send all questions to Hector Alves.)

Question. “Will you please explain Acts 14:23, in Truth and
Tidings?”

Answer. “And when they had ordained them elders in every
church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the
Lord, on whom they believed.” Acts 14:23. The word “ordained”
can be translated “appointed.” The church was then in its infancy,
about twelve years had elapsed since the day of Pentecost and the
descent of the Holy Spirit. Elders had to be appointed to take care
of the newly formed churches, and to look after things. These are
referred to in Acts 20: verses 17 and 28. The appointing of elders
was an apostolic act, and in this instance it was done by Paul and
Barnabas. There are no apostles today, therefore elders are no
longer appointed or ordained in this manner. (Note, however, 1 Thes.
5:12-13). “Prayed with fasting.” These two things seem to have
been linked together by the apostles in the early church. See Acts
13:2, 3, 2 Cor. 11:27. No precept is given to us to fast, but
we do have commandment to pray; however, no fault could be
found with anyone so doing, if so led; it would be a good thing
to do.—H.A.

Question. “In Ephesians, chapter 5, verse 27, we read, “That
He might present it to Himself a glorious church.” My question is,
“Does this mean that Christ will present the church to God, His
Father?”

Answer. We know of no Scripture which conveys the idea that
the church will be presented by Christ to the Father. Tt is here
stated that He will “present to Himself a glorious church.” In
Jude 24 we read of saints as individuals being presented “faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.” In that con-
nection it is “God our Saviour”, not the Father (verse 25). Ephesians
5:27 has been translated as follows. “That He might Himself pre-
sent unto Himself the church, glorious, not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any of such things,” etc. “In order that He Himself might present
to Himself the church as glorious, not having spot, or wrinkle.” etc.

—H.A.

Our God delights to be trusted; and faith can never ask too much.
There is not a single instance on record in which faith put in her
plea, and God failed to answer.



TWEED, ONT.—G. P. Taylor and T. Kember are under canvas here
and get some in to hear the Word, and are working the town and sur-
rounding district. F. G. Watson spent two nights with them when visit-
ing around that part of the country seeking to look up some isolated
and sick saints. He also visited Peterborough, Picton and Deseronto,
where the Word ministered was appreciated.

SWALLOW LAKE, ONT.—J. Gunn and E. Sprunt are using a port-
able hall in Gospel meetings and found a good response in the early
part of the meetings.

LINDSAY, ONT.—J. Meridew has been visiting in this town seeking
to stir up an interest and has had some well attended meetings in a
home on Monday nights. He is hoping for an open door for a more
sustained effort.

MARITIMES

ALMA, N.B.—R. McCracken and B. Oliver commenced in a wooden
tent — numbers small at the first.

TRURO, N.S.—D. Howard began Gospel meetings outside of Truro.

PRINCE ALBERT, N.S.—J. McCracken and E. Eadie have had a
fair attendance and help in preaching in a wooden tent.

NORTH RIVER—L. K. and R. Mcllwaine had a good spell in a
wooden tent with encouraging attendance and quite a number professed.
They have now pitched at Moose Hill, Milton.

P.E.I.—Russell Harris has gone to join Albert Ramsay in tent meet-
ings on the Island.

BADDECK, K N.S.—A. Aiken is still at Baddeck, but has not been
well in health,

NEWFOUNDLAND—F. Pearcey and E. Dellandrea are preaching
in Upper Island Cove and Carbonear, and have been recently encouraged
by one professing. H. Harris and Bert Joyce are preaching the Gospel
in the west end of the Island near Corner Brook.

US.A.

FAIRFIELD, MAINE—J. McCullough and S. Rea had their tent
pitched here; some unsaved attended but not a settled interest. They
expected to try another place. ‘

NEWPORT, MAINE—G. McCullough and W. Gustavson had a good
start in a portable hall.

GRASS LAKE, MICH.—L. E. McBain and N. Crawford are preach-
ing under canvas in a country district south of this town. Amid much
indifference they are visiting from house to house, but have been en-
couraged by good open air meetings on Saturday nights in small towns
and villages.

HICKORY, N.C.—O. L. MacLeod has been joined by brother Baldwin.
Their Gospel work 17 miles from Hickory has been greatly hindered by
an outbreak of Polio. They are exercised about another town thirty
miles away. ‘

CONFERENCES

HUNTSVILLE, ONT.—The annual conference will be held, D.V.,
on Sept. 11, 12, 13, with a prayer meeting preceding on the 10th. Corr.
Geo. Cottrill, R.R. 2, Hamilton, Ont.

ARNSTEIN, ONT.—God willing, the annual conference will be on
Sept. 18, 19, 20, with a prayer meeting on the 17th at 7.30 p.m. Visitors,
servants are heartily invited. Circulars will be mailed to assemblies
Ont.



OSHAWA, ONT.—The annual conference of Christians gathered in
the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, will, D.V,, be held in the Union Hall,
44 Bond St. East, on Lord’s Day, Sept. 27, with meetings at 10.30 a.m.
2,30 and 7 p.m. (Standard Time). Prayer meeting in the Gospel Hall on
the 26th at 7.30 p.m. (Daylight Saving Time). The Lord’s people and
sefvants are heartily invited. Circulars will be mailyed to assemblies
only.

SEATTLE, WASH.—Our annual conference—previously held at New
Years—will be held, God willing, Sept. 12 and 13, ( Lord’s Day morning
at 10.30) with a prayer meeting on Sept. 11 at 7.45 p.m. (Please note
the date as no circulars are being sent).

ST. THOMAS, ONT.—The annual conference will be held, D.V,, at
Canadian Thanksgiving, in the Arthur Voaden Vocational School, Flora
St., on October 11, 12, preceded by a prayer meeting at 7.30 p.m. on
October 10 in the Gospel Hall, 32 Erie St. The Lord’s servants walking
in the “old paths” and teaching the same, will be welcomed to minister
the Word. Visitors will be freely entertained. Corr. Frank Woods, 94
Manitoba St., St. Thomas.

MANCHESTER, IOWA—Our annual conference will be held, D.V,,
Oct. 3 and 4, preceded by a prayer meeting Oct. 2. Corr. Den Lubben,
505 East Butler, Manchester, Ia.

WITH CHRIST

QUEENSVILLE, ONT.—Our dear sister, Mrs. Roy Coates (nee
May Gulston, sister of Miss E. Gulston of Venezuela) went home to be
with the Lord whom she loved in August 4. She was saved as a girl
during chart meetings held by Mr. R. Telfer and gathered out in the
assembly on Broadview Ave., later years in the Brock Ave. Assembly.
She was a real testimony for the Lord in the district where $he lived.
The funeral was largely attended and a faithful Word was spoken by
F. G. Watson, helped by A. W. Joyce.

RAVENSWOOD, ONT.—On July 13, Robert Kersey of the Lakeshore
Assembly passed quietly into the presence of the Lord, whom he loved and
served, after an illness of 6 weeks. At the age of twenty, under the
preaching of Jas. Kay and W. B. Johnston he found out that a profession
made five years before was not the real thing and was led to Christ.
From the time of his conversion he had very definite convictions re-
garding the truth and has been a great help in the assembly. He was
in business for thirty years and in contact with all the surrounding com-
munity, and the very large number who gathered at the funeral indi-
cated the respect in which he was held. The Gospel was plainly preached
by brethren F. G. Watson and L. E. McBain

CHARLTON, ONT.—Our esteemed and beloved brother Mr. Stewart
Rodgers passed peacefully into the Lord’s presence, July 28, in his 7lst
year. He was the first one to get saved in meetmgs beg'un here in
October, 1921, and among the first in the assembly in 1923 in which
he continued in happy fellowship to the end. He will be greatly missed.
Five sons, seven daughters and twenty-nine grandchildren mourn his loss.
The funeral was the largest seen in this district. Brother John Adams
faithfully preached the Gospel.

GALT, ONT —Mrs. John Mackay of Galt was called home on July
18, in her 80th year. She was saved 60 years ago in Stratford, and has
been associated with the Stratford and Galt Assemblies ever since. She
was given to hospitality, entertaining many of the Lord’s people and
His" servants in her home. She is survived by her husband, one son
Harold G., well known preacher of the Word. T. Wilkie gave a suitable
word to saved and unsaved at the funeral.
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TIDINGS

ONTARIO

LAKESHORE, ONT.—Fisher Hunter had some appreciated meet-
ings in the Lakeshore assembly.

ST. THOMAS, ONT.—The conference on Oct. 10-12 was well at-
tended and was felt to be a time of blessing and profit. Ministry by
J. McCullough, F. Hunter, W. Ferguson, J. Gray, S. Maxwell, G. P.
Taylor, N. Crawford and A. W. Joyce.

CREEMORE, ONT.—The assembly has outgrown the present little
building where they have been meeting and hope to commence the
building of a new hall., The conference at “Thanksgiving” time was
reported to be a good one.

QUEBEC

GIRARDVILLE—The conference was well attended and the minis-
try varied and profitable by a number of the Lord’s servants from
different parts of the prcovince. One woman professed to be saved. In
the outlying area both before and since the conference some have been '
saved among the R!Cs., causing thanksgiving to God.

ROLLET—YV. Davy is seeking a house at Rouyn to locate there.
MisIsé 1}<13 Buchanan has undertaken the teaching of the public school
at Rollet.

QUEBEC CITY-—Work has begun on the building of the hall.
Personal visitation has resulted in ‘interest in cottage meetings.

MONTREAL, QUE.—J. Gray and S. Maxwell expect to have a
series of Gospel meetings.

MARITIMES

(Some of the following items were too late for inclusion last month)

TRURO HEIGHTS, N.S.—D. Howard and J. Blackwood saw the
Lord’s Hand in salvation, the former went on to Dundas for meetings
with R. Morton.

MILTON, N.S.—L. K. and R. Mcllwaine pitched at Milton. Mr.
and Mrs. Mcllwaine expected to visit Ireland, our brother has not
been well for some time, and it is hoped the change may benefit him.

PORT ELGIN—R. McCracken and B. Oliver are seeing some in-
terest in the wooden tent. Since getting this report word has come to
us that our dear brother Robert McCracken is very, very seriously ill.
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MIXTURES

A. W. Joyce
God is a God of separation. Whether in the Old Testament or
the New, God demands singleness of worship, undivided loyalty,
implicit obedience. His commands thunder forth from an awesome
Mount Sinai. His beseechments of love in the New Testament are
not less binding than Sinai’s demands. The standards expected from
His own people under grace are higher and not-lower than the stand-
ards of the law, on the principle that increased knowledge and privi-
lege carry increased responsibility, and the power of the indwelling
Spirit enables believers under grace to do that which those under the
law could not do.

Satan is a god of mixtures. He is very “broadminded”, and
quite content to divide with the true God the worship of the creature.
He does not mind if people render some obedience to God, if only
they will at least occasionally render some obedience to him. This
broad-mindedness appeals to multitudes of professors of religion as
it did to the Pharisees in Luke 16:13-15, and, at times, deceives even
true children of God. Satan well knows that mixed or divided alleg-
iance to powers and principles which are diametrically opposed can
only result in disaster to real testimony for God.

Please note two great dangers. Not only is there the danger of
individual and assembly testimony being spoiled for God by mixtures,
but there is the solemn possibility of tares being mixed with the wheat
in assembly fellowship. When the Lord said in Matt. 13: “Let both
grow together until the harvest,” He was referring to the wheat and
the tares growing together in the field, that is the world, not in the
church. What a dreadful awakening for those who have been pro-
fessedly in assembly fellowship, and partakers of the bread and the
wine at the Lord’s Table, turning out at last to be the “mixed multi-
tude” and receiving their portion with the hypoccrites. How terrible
to be eternal subjects of the wrath of God, after years of association,
Judas-like, with God’s people.

‘One might ask, “What could there possibly be in a scriptural as-
sembly of God to attract an unsaved person? It has ever been the
Devil’'s work to oppose God’s people separating themselves from the
world in obedience to the Word of God. If this opposition is unsuc-
cessful, he quickly changes his tactics and seeks to introduce a “mixed
multitude” among the obedient people of God. In Exodus Pharach
fought tooth and nail to hinder the people of Israel from leaving the
land of Egypt. Finally the great journey began in Exodus 12:37 and
in verse 38 we read, “And a mixed multitude went up also with them.”
Again when a remnant people came up out of Babylon to return to
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Jerusalem, a company went with them who “could not shew their
father’s house, and their seed” (pedigree). Why does Satan do this?

1. Nothing weakens true, godly testimony like mixtures.

2. Nothing more effectively deceives the false professor than being
received and owned by the “elect of God”.

The Effects of the Mixed Multitude Upon Israel

“And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting:
and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, ‘Who shall give
us flesh to eat? ” (Num. 11:4). The mixed multitude was the core.
of incessant trouble in the camp. They quickly tired of being “pil- .
grims and strangers”, they soon became wearied of the wilderness
provision, the manna from heaven, they had good memories for the
delights of Egypt, the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlick
which once they had enjoyed. Worse than this, their murmuring and
complaining spread like an infectious disease to the true Israel. It
also produced unequal yokes in marriage as in Numbers 10:10, which
in turn resulted in a son whose blasphemy had to be punished by
the discipline of the whole congregation.

In Nehemiah 13:23, mixed marriages resulted in a brood of
children who spoke “half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak
in the Jews’ language.” The fact that King Solomon had done the
same thing was not quoted by Nehemiah as a precedent to follow,
but rather as a piller of warning to avoid. Nehemiah called mixed
marriages a “‘great evil”.

Surely there is a lesson for us in all this. We are living in a day
when many are becoming dissatisfied with the plain path of complete
separation from the world, the simplicity of assembly gatherings, the
absence of human control, and of attractions to draw and hold the
unconverted. They look upon godly, shepherd care as an invasion
of their “liberty”, they wish to go where they please and returning
to the assembly, want to introduce into the assembly some of the
Babylonish rags which have attracted their attention. How solemn
the thought that these may prove finally to be, not carnal Christians,
but unregenerate Christless professors. If one has quickly tired of the
reading of ‘the Word of God and prefers the reading matter of the
world, if one finds themselves continually longing for worldly dress,
manners and company, if one has gotten into a condition of dis-
satisfaction with the assembly and faultfinding with the godly and
with corrective ministry, surely these are marks of the “mixed multi-
tude”. For the sake of their soul’s eternal welfare, they would be
wise indeed to search the foundation in the presence of God lest at
the coming again of Christ they be found w1th the five foohsh v1rgms,
outside the door. : :
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DIVINE GUIDANCE

F. G. Watson

How often in the Christian pathway we have all wished that we
could go to some one to tell us just what to do. This would relieve
us of all exercise of soul and give us someone to blame if we made
a mistake. But that is not God’s way, for He has made full provision
for us to obtain guidance though it costs exercise of soul.

When Israel came out of Egypt, they left a land of roads and
beaten paths, to go into a wilderness where there was no road, no
sign posts and nothing to guide them but God Himself. But He did
not leave them without all the necessary provision. They were abso-
lutely shut up to God and He did not fail them but gave them direction
for everything.

In Num. 10, we read of three things that God gave them for their
guidance. The very day that He redeemed them He gave them the
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night and did not take
them away no matter how much they disobeyed Him or murmured
against Him. At Sinai God gave them His law and in it He gave
them direction as to food, clothing, sanitation, government, worship
and every detail. Later God gavé them the Ark to go before them
to search out a resting place for them. In these three we have three
things that worked together to give guidance in all things. But we
will look at them in the order in which they are mentioned in Num.
10 rather than in the order in which they were received.

(1) In Num. 10:2, we read of two silver trumpets which were
to be made of one piece of silver. These were to be blown for the
calling of the assembly, for the journeyings of the camp, to gather the
princes, to sound an alarm, on their days of gladness and on their
solemn days. They would speak of the Word of God, one to speak
of the Old Testament and the other of the New Testament, but made
of one piece to set forth the fact that the Bible is one, and both Old
and New Testament give the same message. The “New Testament
1s hidden in the Old and the Old Testament is open in the New. “So
the word of God has precept or example to guide us in every thing.
Our responsibility is to be so familiar with the scripture that the Spirit
can bring it to our remembrance when we need 1it.

(2) In Num. 10: 11-12: “The Cloud was taken up from off the
tabernacle and the children of Israel took their journey.” The Pillar
of cloud which God gave to them the day they were redeemed would
speak of the Holy Spirit which we received on believing. It is written
of Him, “He shall guide you into all truth.” He always leads accord-
ing to the Word. The Word of God lays out the general course for
the Christian and the Spirit fills in the details. He will teach all who
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believe that they should be buried with Christ in baptism, that they
should gather simply to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that they
sould break bread every first day of the week, that all should seek
the spread of the gospel and the salvation of souls, that all should
ever be looking for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, etc. When
Paul was exercised about his path of service for God he could not
find any scripture to tell him whether to go to Bithynia, Asia or
Macedonia. But the Spirit suffered him not to. go into Bithynia and
he was forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia and
when he saw a man from Macedonia calling, “Come over and help

’, he assuredly gathered that the Lord had called him to preach the
gospel unto them. Thus the details that were not legislated for in
the Word were filled in by the Spirit. This entails persistent waiting
on God and seeking His mind.

(3) In Num. 10:33, we read “The ark of the covenant went
before them to search out a resting place for them.” And as the ark
is a type of Christ this speaks of the example of the Lord. These three
always agree. We could not imagine the trumpet sounding to march
and the Pillar of cloud staying where it was. So it is folly for any one
to claim to be led of the Spirit to do something contrary to the Word
of God, or contrary to the example of the Lord Jesus. These three
agree in one and “a threefold cord is not quickly broken”, and “in
the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established.”
Let us seek to make the fullest possible use of God’s provision for us
and we will not go astray.

It is the furmace that tries the metal, and it is affliction that

tries the soul whether it be Christ’s or not.

* * * *

The Bible is like the leaves of the lemon-tree — the more you

bruise and wring them, the sweeter the fragrance they throw around.

* * * *

You complain of the plague of your own heart. You know little

of its chambers of imagery.
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WITHOUT THE CAMP

By the late William Lincoln of London
Union with Christ in the coming glory involves present associa-
tion with Him in his rejection, in His shame, and in His sufferings.
This the Apostle teaches clearly in Heb. 13:11-13. The bodies of the
beasts sacrificed were “burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus
also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered
without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the
camp, bearing his reproach.” Great emphasis is here thrown upon
the word “without”, since it is reported three times. The parallel
between the slaughtered animals, the suffering Saviour, and obediently
following Christians, is here made to rest mainly upon the same word.
The allusion in verse 12, is to the fact that Calvary where Jesus suf-
fered was situated outside Jerusalem, the Holy City, the metropolis
of religion. His rejection was not merely by the virtually infidel world,
to wit, Herod, Pontius Pilate, and others, but also, and as completely,
by the so-called religious world, even the chief priests and Pharisees.
“Let us go forth therefore unto Him.” In the case of the believing
Hebrews, to whom the epistle was written, “the camp” would be the
empty though self-righteous Judahdom. What is its pertinency to us?
Is the world nowadays so truly righteous and Christian, that this point
of the injunction is void of all present application? Then out of which
are we to come? Some explanation is afforded in the last clause,
“bearing His reproach”, as if to imply, that departure from the camp
will, even to the end, as truly, if through Christendom’s adoption of
a defaced Christianity in another manner, insure us His reproach. “The
camp” in our day is the great world-church or church-world—the great
professing body which has allied itself to, and is itself corporate with
the world.—Babylon.

The world is viewed as still the world that rejects Christ, even
though that rejection is covered with the guise of godliness. Its hos-
tility to Christ is still the same by whatever cloak it may be covered
over. What if its hatred be all the intenser, even because it is dis-
sembled? What if its insult be all the more keen, because Judas-like
it kisses to betray. All complicity with such a state of things is for-
bidden to the true Christian. If Christ’s Cross does not teach him this
plainly enough, surely His injunction will. And if some will shut
their eyes and ears, then the duty of the individual is clear. “Neither
be partaker of other men’s sins; keep thyself pure” (1 Tim. 5:22).
And this injunction, “Let us go forth,” has a definite meaning which
we may not miss or overlook. We suppose that we shall be informed
this is nothing but a call to spirituality of mind. But what if we find
that it is something more and other than spiritual-mindedness. It
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5:19). The Lord Himself left a holy heaven to come and dwell for
a time amongst a sinful people. Nor is it scarcely possible for His
disciples to be too earnest in going forth upon all occasions into the
world in service for their Master. But on the other hand they are
called to be like Him who was “holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate
from sinners” (Heb. 7:26). Such is their part—entire compassion,
no association. Nor must these two scriptural principles be suffered
either one to blunt the point and obscure the free force of the other.
We must hold fast to both. “Let us go forth “unto Him”. No other
goal is possible. Separation from the world’s religion unto Christ.
Nearer to Christ and closer to His people that have gone forth without
the camp unto Him, the right hand of fellowship being extended unto
all, and only all, “that love one Lord Jesus Csrist in incorruption™

(Eph. 6:24, Greck).

TIMES AND SEASONS

Many are asking to-day the same question proposed by Job, viz.—
“Why, seeing times are nof hidden from the Almighty, do they that
know Him not see His days” (Job 24:1). To all such questionings
we have but one answer, “It is not for you to know the times and the
seasons which the Father hath put in His own power (Acts 1:7).
We do well to remember that our knowledge here is only in part

(1 Cor. 13:9).

The human heart resents this secrecy on the part of God (for
the old lie; “ye shall be as gods,” has a wondrous fascination in it
still), and so “some remove the landmarks” (Job 24:2, landmarks
that prohibit us from trespassing upon the domains of unrevealed
truth; landmarks that stand between that which may be known and
that which God would keep secret.

There were two points upon which the apostle Paul had “no
need” to instruct the Thessalonians, First, brotherly love (1 Thess.
4:9), for on that point they had already been taught of God; and
Second, “The times and the seasons”, for, as he says, they already
knew perfectly that the day of the Lord was coming as a thief in the
night (1 Thes. 5:1). The Bible reveals the manner of Christ’s com-
ing, but it does not reveal the moment. Does the thief inform the
goldsmith the hour he intends to break through and steal? Nay, verily.
Right well the goldsmith knows the thief’s intention, so he uses every
precaution. Brethren, we know the Lord intends returning, but when
we know not. Better far to “Occupy till He comes” than to speculate
as to when He will come.
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COMPETITION, OR COMMUNION?

G. G. Johnston

This is a day of constant and often bitter competition. From
the cradle, brothers and sisters compete with each other for a major
share in the privileges of their homes — to see who can get the most
for the least effort. In school, the spirit of competition is encouraged,
as an incentive to diligence in study. The natural pride of the pupil
forbids him to lag, lest his classmates should outstrip him and look
down upon him as inferior to them.

Once engaged in business, “competition is the life of trade”. The
labourer must compete with his fellow, or fall behind in the constant
grind. His hopes for promotion depend in great part upon his ability
to compete with, or exceed, others in the race for superiority in his
particular line. The merchant is faced with keen and constant com-
petition, so the doctor, the soldier, and every other who would acquire
fame, or fortune, here on earth.

In relation to the things of this life, it is evident that the en-
couragement of this spirit of competition is profitable, in many ways.
It has carried men to great heights of human glory. It has resulted
in the discovery of the poles, the scaling of the highest mountains in
the world, and the discovery of the mysteries of the deep, deep sea.
Competition has led to the many and intricate discoveries of science,
and, alas, to most of the many wars that have scarred this poor world.
Men feel that without the spirit of competition this world would, in-
deed, be a dull place.

Our Lord Jesus came to inaugurate a kingdom which is not to
be ruled by the spirit of competition. Instead of the great incentive
being a place and importance for the individual subject of that king-
dom, the aim and object of each one would be the honour and im-
portance of the King. This eliminates the thought of competition
and introduces a spirit of communion — a striving together for the
furtherance of a common interest.

The Training of Men

To be used in founding such a new thing was undertaken by our
Lord Himself, and His twelve disciples were called to company with
Him in order to daily learn of Him who “pleased not Himself” (Rom.
15:3). They must learn that their usefulness in furthering the pur-
pose of their King would be in direct proportion to their self-abnega-
tion, and ‘that their strife should never be as to who among them
should be the greatest, but as to how much each could contribute to
the greatness of their common Lord.
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Yet how often the natural tendency of man broke forth in those
same disciples. Forgetting that their mission was to exalt Christ alone,
by striving together to that end, they were repeatedly found striving
with one another over their own importance in that kingdom. When
the Holy Spirit came, upon the Day of Pentecost, to indwell the
apostles (and all true believers since then), an added grace was given
to them to “walk in the Spirit and not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.”
We find them pointing sinners to Christ alone as Saviour, nor did
they dare to relegate any importance to themselves — they were but
the heralds of the message of salvation. To those who believed and
were converted to God they pointed out Christ as Lord; as sole au-
thority over their lives. Men might later point to Peter and pretend
some superiority in him, as head of the Church, in order to create
importance for a pretentious clergy, but Peter knew nothing of such
competitive importance, or superiority to his brethren.

Competition To-day

There is much, even in our efforts to serve God today, that stems
from a spirit of competition. True, the example of others, their dili-
gent attendance to meetings, their distribution of gospel tracts, their
earnestness in speaking to the unsaved, or in preaching the gospel,
and other virtuous features, should stir us to imitate them, but when
the spirit of competition obtains, much mischief can result therefrom.
The reason is that competition has for its aim the exaltation of the
competitor, communion (striving together) has for its object the
glory of Another.

Competition in the Assembly can be the cause of its ruin. Where
there is present the proud notion in the mind of each of several breth-
ren that he is the most able to preach the gospel, and a spirit of com-
petition for the platform enters, the Spirit of God will be grieved
and little or no good result. When a brother allows his proud heart
to imagine he is best fitted to be an elder, or guide, and begins to
compete with others for recognition as such, he at once manifests he
has learned but little of true Christian communion. Let him do the
work of an overseer, with no other object than the glory of Christ,
with no clamour for recognition, and he will receive reward at the
Judgment Seat of Christ, if not before.

Competition in Evangelistic Work has created a spurious sort of
evangelism, which aims at the greatest possible number of professions,
not that God might be glorified thereby, but for the glory of the
evangelist. The presence of the flesh in each of us creates a danger
lest our apparent zeal for 'the salvation of souls deteriorates into a zeal
for our own glory.
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David.” (2 Sam. 16:10). Would it not change our attitude toward
those who persecute us if we but saw that the Lord had a good pur-
pose in allowing them so to act, or that they are but puppets in the
hands of others who stir them up to their evil work?

Dept. 13:6, in which this word also occurs, reminds us that the
danger of being stirred up to do evil could arise in the family circle,
if a brother or relative were to turn to idolatry. It might easily spread
to other members of the family who would be enticed to the same
abomination. 'Who would deny that in God’s spiritual family the
same peril exists——that of a brother or a friend who has turned aside,
leading other members away from the Lord? Note the word
“SECRETLY”. Most evil teaching is whispered privately before it
is ventilated publicly. Those who must teach behind closed doors,
or in private meetings, are a serious menace to the saints of God.
Ships of honest traders are not ashamed of their colours, but pirates
hide their identity. Many a promising young brother and sister has
been turned aside by secret poisonous tuition.

Both at the commencement of Ahab’s history (1 Kings 16:30)
and almost at its close (1 Kings 21:25) he is stigmatized as incompar-
able amongst the kings of Israel for evil doing. In the latter passage,
however, an important phrase is added which goes a long way to
explain why he fell so deeply into sin—“WHOM JEZEBEL STIRRED
UP.” Much as we may resent the thought, it is true that most men
are influenced either for good or ill by their partners in life. A con-
sideration of this notable example might serve as a warning to both
husbands and wives lest a similar calamity befall them.

In the following respects the influence of Jezebel can very plainly
be seen in the life of Ahab. Firstly, she was a Zidonian, and as such
worshipped Baal. Through her influence Ahab not only became a
worshipper of Baal himself, but introduced this form of idolatry into
Israel. Secondly, she stirred him up to persecute God’s prophets, and
had not the Lord hidden them they would have been exterminated.
Thirdly, Elijah, the greatest prophet of that day. had to leave the
land and go to the Gentiles for safety. And fourthly, and worst of all,
she persuaded him to kill Naboth in order to possess his vineyard. It
is to be feared that many of the troubles due to wrong being intro-
duced amongst the assemblies by unreasonable leaders, are the result
of “stirring up” at home. Oniniors are sometimes pressed in over-
sight meetings which are but the echo of voices not permitted to be
present. Far be it from us to suggest that all wives have an evil
influence upon their husbands, yet it would be wise for them, in case
the least harm might be done, to leave off meddling in assembly mat-
ters for which they have no responsibility.
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‘We have been considering how Ahab had been influenced by his
wicked wife, but in 2 Chron. 18:2 we see that he himself had an in-
fluence upon another king—Jehoshaphat. The account of the un-
equal yoke between these two kings is painful reading, and ought to
be a loud voice to our hearts. Jehoshaphat seems to have made the
first move toward this affinity, and like most who take this course,
he likely could have put up a fair show of arguments to support his
action. Was not Ahab an Israelite, one of the chosen people, and
was it not better to show a united front against the surrounding nations
and enemies? No doubt he would admit that Ahab’s way of worship
differed from his, but still, there was no point in pressing convictions
too far, lest the peace should be disturbed. These are the plausible
arguments usually advanced by the champions of this line of things.
The prophet Jehu, however, leaves us in no doubt as to how God
looked at this alliance, for his message was, “Shouldest thou help the
ungodly and love them that hate the Lord?” (2 Chron. 19:2).

We are not surprised that this fellowship between these two kings
produced its crop of evils. Ahab persuaded or “stirred up” Jehosha-
phat to go with him to fight the Syrians at Ramoth-Gilead, and as the
result of that campaign the King of Israel lost his life. The saddest
part of the story, however, is that Jehoshaphat acquiesced in Ahab’s
persecution of the prophet Micaiah, although he was fully conscious
that this man had spoken the mind of God. It was a case of eithe:
offending Ahab or despising the meek, but faithful servant of the
Lord, and like most in similar circumstances, he chose the line of least
resistance. He went further still by trying to assist Ahab in his efforts
to prevent the prophet’s words being fulfilled. Indeed he almost lost
his own life in so doing, and would have done so, had not the Lord
“moved” or “stirred up” the Syrians to depart from him. While
Ahab “moved” him to fight, it was great grace for the Lord to “move”
the enemy for his deliverance. We need not think that joining affinity
with professed believers, who hate the Lord’s ways and his faithful
servants, will result either in our own blessing or their good. Better
far to walk in separation unto Hiimself and let lawless men fight their
own battles.

The last example of influence that had serious results, which we
wish to consider, is the case of David numbering the people. We are
expressly told in 1 Chron. 21:1 that Satan “provoked” or “stirred”
him to do it. That arch-enemy of God and man is the instigator of
many an evil deed, and undoubtedly his influence is far more preva-
lent than most of us are aware. Seventy thousand slain on that occa-
sion was the tragic outcome of a godly ruler, and an old man at that,
yielding to the impulse of the Devil. Even a carnal man like Joab
could detect something wrong with the King’s decree, but he was
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unable to remedy the matter. Although David learned his mistake and
owned his guilt, afterwards he must have realized the need for being
watchful, lest the enemy should gain another victory.

If we look again at these cases of kings who were “stirred up” or
“persuaded”, we shall doubtless see that they were to a great extent
willing to be influenced by the forces which acted upon them. Did
not Saul desire to persecute David, and were not all who helped him
in this evil work appreciated for so doing? Did it not suit Jehoshaphat
to join with Ahab, since by so doing his son obtained an Israelitish
princess for his bride? And must we not also agree that David’s
numbering of the people arose from a spark of pride in his heart at
the thought of their might and power—a spark which Satan soon
fanned into a flame.

Before we end this subject, we must point out another danger
which deserves equal attention, namely, that of blaming others for
being influenced when in reality they are acting before the Lord. For
example, Jeremiah was accused of being “stirred up” by Baruch to
surrender Jerusalem to the Chaldeans, whereas the truth of the mat-
ter was that he was directed by the Lord in what he was advocating.
Often ministry that is unpalatable is rejected under the plea that the
speaker was “stirred up” by someone else to give it. Unless we have
unmistakable evidence that this is so, let us beware lest we blunt
the edge of faithful words by suggesting they are the product of evil
influence. :

—Assembly Testimony.

In general, it is best to have at least one hour alone with God
before engaging in anything else. At the same time, I must be care-
ful not to reckon communion with God by minutes or hours, or by
solitude. I have pored over my Bible, and on my knees for hours,
with little or no communion; and my times of solitude have been
often times of greatest temptation.

* * * *

T am persuaded that I ought never to do anything without prayer,
and, if possible, special, secret prayer.

* * * *

I ought not to delay parting with sins. Now is God’s time.
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FOLLOW YOUR OWN GUIDE
Part 1ll.

Mervyn Paul

Really smart young people keep close to their own Guide; be-
cause in so doing purposeless effort and dangerous courses are re-
duced to a minimum. In addition, incidents of their journey together,
that otherwise surely would become disasters, are turned into stirring
exploits; while keen enjoyment of it all is certain if they understand
His purposes and enter into their spirit wholeheartedly.

And if what you have just read is actually true, you will realize
that “J.B.” is making a most unhappy blunder in thoughtlessly trying
to find out:

HOW FAR CAN A YOUNG CHRISTIAN GO

—Without getting into trouble with his heavenly Guide?
Let me repeat an earlier statement:
—There IS purpose in the Christian’s wilderness journey.
—There IS high adventure to be found thereon.
—There IS a rare enjoyment in it, also, that will increase propor-
tionately to the closeness with which you follow Him.

There are a number of ways in which we might outline His pur-

se for your life and mine; but for the present it may be stated like
this: IT IS GOD’'S INTENTION TO MAKE THE UTMOST
OF OUR LIVES ... TOMAKE US TO GROW UP “UNTO THE
STATURE—MEASURE OF THE FULNESS OF THE CHRIST”;
Eph. 4:13. In other words: He means to have us to grow (2 Pet.
3:18) as far as our capacities will permit, to be like our heavenly
Guide, the Lord Jesus, when He travelled here below; 1 Cor. 11:1.

The worldlings all around us not only are lost and hell-bound,
but they are useless as well; for save in whatever ways He may make
use of them as His creatures, they are a dead loss to God, since they
do not fit into His purposes of redemption at any point. Any Chris-
tian, therefore, who, like Asaph (Psalm 73) permits himself, herself,
to make unfavouprable comparisons between the wilderness experi-
ences of the saints, and the purposeless course of the pleasure-seeking
followers of “the spirit that now worketh in the children of dis-
obedience” (Eph. 2:2) certainly is being influenced by the powers of
darkness!

O no, my sisters, my brothers! We must not allow them to get
us under their spell, into their treacherous trail. God wants to make
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the utmost of our lives. He is at work in them—in each of them—
with this purpose in view; Phil. 2:13. And only to the extent that we
permit Him to work unhinderedly are our lives worth while. (“Pause
and ponder.”)

“Mind your own business,” said the Lord Jesus, figuratively, to
Peter, just before He returned to heaven; “Follow thou Me;” John
21:22. And in the years that ensued, this great Apostle truly fol-
lowed closely and devotedly his ascended, but ever present (Matt.
28:20) Guide. In doing so he surely found high adventure, as the
early chapters of the Acts describe. And just as surely, every Chris-
tian who with purpose of heart follows where the Lord leads will find
high adventure also. Training days, of course, must come first. David
must learn to rely, fully, on his God before he can face the lion and
the bear. And he must vanquish them, first, before his experience
of God will enable him to slay Goliath. There is no substitute for
experience in any walk in life; and especially is this true of walking
by faith. He may take us through the rapids of trial to build up our
courage, our dependence on Himself. He may take us through the
white waters of temptations that we may be lightened of hindering
weights; or it may be to learn to “sit still”, to calmly, joyously wait
and watch how He shall effect a trioumphant emergence in safety.
Wise sons and daughters of the Most High will not groan, mourn or
complain when they are called to go adventuring with Christ in such
circumstances. Neither will they be carried away by fears. It is the
people that have come “to know their God” who “shall be strong,
and do exploits”; Dan. 11:32.

Furthermore, as the old hymn declares, “There is joy in following
Jesus.” For precisely in proportion as we cleave “to God and the
Word of His grace” we shall follow, loyally, our own Guide. (That
is the way He walked as a Man upon earth, you remember; John
6:38.) And in such constant contact with Himself we shall begin the
discovery of the holy joy (John 15:11; 17:13 possible, only, to those
who experience the companionship of Christ mentioned in Heb. 3:14,
margin.

Let me tell you about a brother beloved whom I shall call, “Bill”.
Bill had a rough up-bringing. The world, and anything it might offer,
were his only idea of things that mattered. When he got saved his
new-found joy in His Saviour pushed aside the old life altogether,
But as time went on, Christ-as-his-Saviour became a somewhat old
story. It seemed as though he needed something more. He became
restive, dissatisfied. Finally he decided to give it all up. Next, he
went with some former companions to watch a much-loved sport of
his earler life. He said to me afterwards, “I’'m not sorry I went back
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to circumcise his son, either through neglect, or because of Zipporah
his wife. It was of great importance that the one who was to be
Israel’s leader in delivering them from the bondage of Egypt should
not fail in carrying out that sign of the covenant which spoke of
separation unto God. While Zipporah did perform the act, it appears
to have been done with unwillingness and protest. The reason for
her carrying out the thing, may have been because of Moses’ inability
to do it at the time. Zipporah would not fully understand the sig-
nificance of what she was doing. Moses was the responsible party,
so God had the controversy with him, not with his wife.—H.A.

T am tempted to think that I am now an established Christian—
that I have overcome this or that lust so long—so that there is no
fear; T may venture very near the temptation—nearer than other
men. This is a lie of Satan. I might as well speak of gunpowder get-
ting by habit a power of resisting fire . . . When the Spirit leaves me,
I am like dry gunpowder.

+* +* * *

The seeds of all sins are in my heart, and perhaps all the more
dangerously that I do not see them.

* * * *

I am persuaded that God’s happiness is inseparably linked in
with His holiness.

* * * *

I ought to avoid the appearance of evil. God commands me;
and I find that Satan has a singular art in linking the appearance
and reality together.

* * * *

There is a fearful tendency to omit confession, proceeding from
low views of God and His holiness.

* * * +*

I feel it is far better to begin with God -—to see His facc first
—to gét my soul near Him before it is near anather.



Earnest prayer is requested for him that, if it be the Lord’s will, he
may be spared for the work, in which he has so faithfully laboured,
in the Maritimes.

US.A.

LA CROSSE, WIS.—S. Hamilton of this city who is in N. Ireland
at present has enjoyed his visit and has kept busy in Gospel work. Re-
cently he had eight weeks with W. Bunting in a tent with some bless-
ing. He expects to sail for the U.S:A. on Oct. 17.

NEW HAVEN, CONN.—L. Rosania had meetings among the
Italians. R. Capiello writes also of meetings here, Hoboken, N.J., S.
Brooklyn and Danbury Conn.

MCKEESPORT, PA.—Sydney Porteous had a week of appreci-
ated ministry meetmg's A. Klabunda also had a recent visit, and Allen
Ferguson had a week of work among the children stirring up interest
in the Sunday-School.

WELLSBORO, PA.—John Adams had some meetings to encourage
the little assembly. He hopes to commence meetings shortly in Wau-
baushene, Ontario, with Norman Crawford.

ARLINGTON, WASH.—The conference was the largest ever held
légre. ’ll‘en of the Lord’s servants ministered the Word and preached the
spel.

SEATTLE, WASH.—Our conference, we felt, was perhaps the best
we have had. Eight of the Lord’s servants ministered the Word with
help from the Lord. C. Fite remained for three nights. C. H. Willoughby
went to Forest Grove. Ore., brother Williams to Okanogan, D. Moffat
to Vancouver, Hector Alves began in Everson, using the Tabernacle.
Our aged brother, D. R. Scott is somewhat 1mproved and went to Mer-
vin, Sask. for meetings as he feels able.

NEW ADDRESSES

LAKESHORE, ONT.—The correspondent of the Lakeshore as-
sembly is Mr. J. K. Porter, R.R. No. 1, Forest, Ont.

A. W. Grainger’s address is now, 3390 Henri Bourassa, Montreal
North, Quebec. .

CUBA

HOLGUIN—Our brother Vernon Markle and family located in a
new part in the east end of Cuba, and he has been quite encouraged
by open doors. He writes, “On our way home (from Caridad De Sitios)
apparently by chance, we stopped in a small place, not even on the
map called Sant Cruz and made enquiries, with the result that the
local school-house, privately owned, was opened to us for meetings
each Sunday night. The first meeting saw about 150 people present!
Next meeting dropped to 50 because of muddy roads, but the following
Lord’s day about 100 were present. Two other places have opened in
this district, so that we have three meetings each Lord’s Day at 4,
6 and 8 p.m. These other places are Las Minas and Los Haitez. Once,
on our way to Los Haitez we got stuck in a mudhole, with water up
to the running boards, but we heard later that 80 people had gathered
for the meeting. Each Wednesday we have another circuit with four
meetings at four places, and on Saturday to a place called Virginia. . .

—Vernon Markle, Calle sexta s/n, Reparto Peralta, Holguin, Orte, Cuba.
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CONDEMNATION

G. G. Johnston

“He that believeth on His is not condemned: but he
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath
not believed in the name of the only begotten ‘Son of God.”

—]John 3:18.

All who have come to know the saving grace of God must have
learned something of the total depravity of every man, and of the
need for that grace, otherwise there could be no appreciation of
grace, or of the Saviour who brings it to each one through His death
upon Calvary. Yet one wonders if some professing Christians may
not have but a very superficial understanding of the fact of this
condemnation, and of what is meant by it.

Do we all understand, and heartily affirm, that we, in Adam,
were totally ruined by his sin, whereby the whole human race has
been polluted, fit only for the fire, condemned? Our pollution is
not that of a spot upon an otherwise clean garment, but that of the
defilement of the whole being. Let us read again God’s description
of us in Romans, chapter three, and humbly acknowledge: “That
is a true picture of me in Adam.” The mouth is vile, the feet are
wayward and murderous, the heart is deceitful and bent on evil.
Do we freely and fully acknowledge this as true of us in our natural
state? Or, have we forgotten that we required to be washed from
our old sins? Why such lack of a broken spirit? Why such evident
haughtiness of demeanor?

If we acknowledge from the heart that we were righteously
condemned to the everlasting burnings of hell, what have we i which
to pride ourselves? Did not the apostle Paul confess: “This is a
faithful saying . . . that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I AM chief?” He frankly acknowledged that in
himself he was still a sinful wretch, whose only boast could be in
Christ and His cross.

No doubt we all profess to have acquiesced, or agreed, with God
in His condemnation of us as sinners, before we professed to receive
His pardoning grace in Christ, but are we as ready today to go
back over the same ground and agree that His condemnation was
just? That we were fit only for God’s prisonhouse, hell?

Why so few tears today, as we are together in professed worship?
Why such formal and wearisome prayers? Why such vanity in dress
and behaviour? Have we never been broken by a sense of our utter
sinfulness in God’s sight, or have we still some hidden, lurking roots
of conceit, -or pride, further ev1dcnces of our utter deprav1ty in
ourselves.












228 TRUTH and TIDINGS

In the simple readings of the Bible we read those passages and
no such blasphemous thoughts would enter our heads. It is when
we read or have ‘to answer questions relative to such false doctrines
that “thoughts would arise in our hearts.” Therefore we would

advise the Lord’s people to flee Adventist, Russelite, and Christian
Science books. “The Lord preserveth the simple.” As we keep
simple and dependent on Him we shall be preserved from the wiles
of the enemy who would desecrate the Person of our adorable Lord
Jesus Christ.

TESTIMONY AT HOME

“Go home to thy friends” (Mark 5:19). Home and friends—
these are a true test of real conversion unto God. If the people at
home do not see our conversion and hear of it also, in vain do we
sound abroad what the Lord has done for our souls. There is a
saying that “charity begins at home.” Be that as it may, it is certain
that testimony for. God begins there. The question was once asked,
“Is so and so a Christian?”’ “I don’t know, I never lived with him,”
was the reply. That is the test—the fireside and the family circle.
We may make a great noise in the world, and be great workers, or
even preachers; but what do the folks at home think of us? That
is the question; and when we find that out, we come very near the
mark. In the family circle are we a sweet savour of ‘Christ? A good
testimony there will likely mean a good testimony anywhere.

God will not lead you, if you are pursuing a path that is not
according to His mind, unless it be to lead you out of that path.

* * * »

While popularity is a snare that few are not caught by, a more
subtle and dangerous snare is to be famed for holiness. . . . It is pos-
sible to attend with scrupulous anxiety even to secret habits of
devotion, in order to get a name for holiness.
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HOW TO BE AN EFFECTIVE VISITOR OF THE SICK

J. Evans, Australia

Missionaries and ourselves have experienced that not the least

service which we by grace have rendered is that of visiting the sick

and afflicted. After many years of sick visiting and of being visited,

I am persuaded that there is much to learn in becoming a real help
in this branch of service.

In my convalescence I have been reading a book entitled “Tell
Jesus”; in which one chronic sufferer testifies to the help she received
from another sufferer; then she proceeds to write her experiences
and observations of what should be the traits of those who visit, which
I endorse and commend to all visitors.

One day as she went to see her afflicted friend she found her
heated and excited from an injudicious visitor who was indulging
in controversial argument to the distress of the dear sufferer, which
led her to pen the following—“Here I would say a word to those
who visit the sick room, either from solely benevolent motives, or
else for the spiritual benefit of those they visit. Do not forget that
it is not simply a room shut out from external life to which you
come; but also a scene, if not of actual suffering, yet often of
exhaustion consequent on pain and subsequent to a serious operation.

Few are fitted to minister to those who are sick in body or in
soul. Those who have lived much in such an atmosphere can tell
how the shattered frame and exhausted nerves tremble beneath the
bustling entrance, loud voice, and controversial conversation, and how
the long protracted visit, that has no particular aim or object, robs
the poor sufferer of the hour’s rest. There is one way to be blessed
and to be made a blessing. Through waiting on Jesus you may
carry refreshment with you, and receive in return some new lesson
in love, learned in the shadow of a cloud of circumstances which you
have never entered. It is a special ministry. “I was sick and ye
visited Me.” “This kept in remembrance will leave a blessing on
the giver and on the receiver.”

I would add a few more points that I have noticed. ‘When
shaking hands do not unduly press or unduly shake the hand as
you would when meeting a hale and hearty friend in the street. Such
treatment often gives added pain. Tf desirous of imparting an im-
pression of your sincere friendship or of your earnest solicitations, let
your hand linger in theirs for a moment or two. In visiting make
sure you have the right message for the right person. All diseases
are not cured by one remedy, neither may one text that has been
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YOU, AND YOUR ENJOYMENT OF CHRIST

Mervyn Paul

One thing needful, if we are actually {0 enjoy adventuring with
our Lord, is to catch a glimpse of His purposes for us, and to enter
into their spirit whole-heartedly. That is why we read in Romans
6:13: “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteous-
ness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive
from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness
unto God.” You can readily see that no one could fully enjoy a
north country tour unless he stood right with his guide one hundred
per cent; John 8:12; Rom. 6:22.

Another essential is proper food. For the soul of the young
Christian can become every bit as hungry as that of any worldling.
And people who are hungry always, are weak always, as well. After
all, was it not soul-hunger (hunger for love) that led “Mary” to
marry her unsaved boy-friend? Was it not soul-hunger for excite-
ment that took “Bill” back to the Sports Arena? and soul-hunger
for youthful friendships that broke down “J.B.’s” resistance?

At the close of World War II, a party of U.S. troops noticed
a group of men trying to make their way towards them down the
slopes of a hill—stumbling, falling, picking themselves up, struggling
on again. Fearing a ruse, the officer readied his men for an attack.
Then from the stragglers on the slopes there broke out a tattered
Stars and Stripes. Quickly the rifles were lowered, a rousing cheer
of welcome was given, while a detail was ordered to the help of the
slowly advancing men. Who were these men? They were U.S.
soldiers who had ecscaped from enemy camps. They were as truly
G.1.’s as were those who awaited them. But why did they behave in
such an unsoldierly manner? Why did they stumble and fall so
often—no matter how hard they tried to do better? IT WAS BE-
CAUSE THEY WERE STARVING!

And is it not because their souls are starving, their spirits (their
“morale”) slumping badly, that so many young Christians turn back
to the soul-fare of Egypt? Then let me say it bluntly: no young
Christian can expect to find his, her, journey through the wilderness
anything but dull, dreary, lifeless, tiresome, discouraging, or fail tq
long for the “ good times” of the hell-bound, IF HE, SHE, DOES
NOT LEARN TO FEED HIS, HER, SOUL ON CHRIST; John
6:57.

It is the souls of people that feed on human affection—of Chris-
tians as well as of the unsaved; that enjoy, that feed on, music, books,
poetry, art productions, companionship, excitement, thrills, adven-
ture, get-to-gethers of all sorts, social evenings, sports, fun and laugh-
ter, good times, etc., etc.
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