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BRIEF RECORDS,
SCRIPTURE STUDIES,

— AND ——

PRACTICAL POINTS.

RODGER LUKE, a '59 Revival Trophy of Grace.



RODGER LUKE.
A NORTH OF IRELAND TROPHY OF GRACE.

I) ODGER LUKE was born in the year 1833 in the town

land of Craigmodre, Antrim, Ireland. . Little is known
of his parents. He used to say that he had been brought
up very tenderly by an aunt. As he grew to manhood he
became careless and wild, drifting rapidly into a course of
vicious living. He often got into the hands of the police,
and was at such times so violent that the police had a
ring fixed in the wall of the barracks to which he was tied
when' in his wild fits. They called it “Rodger’s Ring.”
After he was converted he wernt to the police and told
them they might remove the ring as he had met with the
““Subduer,” meaning the Lord Jesus Christ, and he would
never trouble them again. He frequently attended cock-
fights, and associated with men who frequented such
places; in fact he was ringleader in all mischief.

During the remarkable work of grace known as the ’39
Revival, Rodger, who was then 46 years of age, became
anxious about his soul. He used to pray behind ditches
and elsewhere that God would have mercy upon him, and
invariably would add, “Oh, Lord, if you save Rodger you
will never hear the end of 1t » which proved to be true.
He went to hear Jeremiah Meneely preach the Gospel; he
believed the good news, and was soundly converted to
God. When he found peace he gathered his children
together and read a portion of Scripture. They all bowed
their knees together, while he prayed and openly confessed
Christ. Full of joy at his conversion, he said, speaking
in his County Antrim dialect, “I hae never wrocht much
for the guid o’ my family, but ['m gaun tae work for the
Lord as lang as I leeve.” Smoking, drinking, and bad
language ceased at once and never returned.

He took every advantage of speaking a word for the
Saviour by road and rail to Protestants and Roman
Catholics alike. On one occasion he was struck by a
Roman Catholic, and Rodger issued a summons against
him. The man cventually camc to Rodger to hava the
case scttled. Rodger took him into his house, gave him
his tea, and all the while preached the Gospel to him.

For close on 40 years Rodger unccasingly worked for his
Master, and at the advanced age of 84 he pcacelully passcd
into the presence of his adorable Lord. W. . ML,
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AN URGENT CALL FOR UNITY.

THE great cry to-day is for unity. Unity of Command

is said to have won the war. A unity or League of
Nations is supposed to end war entirely, whilst a League
of Churches is to bring to a close all ecclesiastical
dissensions. In short, if we are to believe the world’s
prophets, “unity” is to bring about a Millennium of
peace. The Christian who is acquainted with his Bible
knows that there can be no lasting peace on earth
until the rightful King takes up the reins of government
and rules in righteousness.

Divine Unity. The Lord Jesus Christ, however, came
into this world to form a divine unity, and He has done it
(John 17. 21). He accomplished it (1) by removing sin,
which is the cause of all discord, and (2) by uniting be-
lievers by the Holy Spirit with their risen Head in Heaven
and their fellow-believers on earth (1 Cor. 12. 13). God's
unity is spoken of in Scripture under the beautiful figure
of the human body with its many members working to-
gether in perfect harmony. Just as each member of the
human body has its own function to fulfil, so each member
of the body of Christ has his and her own work to do which
cannot be-done by another. The question for each to an-
swer before God is, Do I know what my work is, and am
I by the help of God doing it?

Why we Divide. The majority of the factions amongst
God’s people have been due not torfundamental, but per-
sonal differences. Generally speaking, there are more
points on which we are agreed than on which we differ, and
it would be well if in 1919 we sought by the grace of God
to present a more united front to the enemy. Working
for God is the best cure we know for avoiding quarrels
with fellow-believers.

Shall we Unite ? Satan was never busier than he is
to-day, and especially amongst the young. The war, in-
stead of purging the nation from evil as we were told to
expect, has had the opposite effect. The only thing that
can do either young or old real good is the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, which, thank God, is still the power of God unto
salvation to every onec that believeth (Rom. 1. 1G).

May God enable each to devote life’s little day cither
in telling the little ones the sweet story ol Jesus’ love
or in pointing the older [olks to the Saviour ol men. j.G.
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THE RICHES OF CHRIST.

HE unsearchableriches of Christ” (Eph. 3. 8) suggests

He was rich. He became poor that we might be

made rich (2 Cor. 8.9). He is now the source of riches in
Glory (Phil. 4. 19). He will receive riches (Rev. 5. 12).

His Inherent Greatness (Col. 1. 8-20). ‘‘He is
before all things’’ (Col. 1. 17.) Through Him God
made the worlds (Heb. 6. 22). All things in Heaven
and earth were created by Him and for Him. His
goings forth have been from everlasting (Micah 5. 1).
He thought it not robbery to be equal with God.

umbling Himself, He took the form of a servant: (Phil.
2.6, 7), and was made in the likeness of man (Gal. 4. 4).
The only begotten of the IFather, it was in weakness,
in suffering, and defeat, by becoming poor, that He won.

His Glorious Triumph (Phil. 2.5-16). “God is glorified
in Him. God shall also glorify Him”’ (John 13. 31,32). In
His life of humiliation and service are seen the riches of
His grace. Tempted of the dévil, despised and rejected of
men, the object of scorn and hatred, the perfection of His
character was seen in that life of perfect trust, unquench-
able love, and spotless holiness. The very things through
which demons and men sought His overthrow, even sin
and death, became His servants, and by belng made sin
He put it away, by bowing to death He destroyed him who
held its power (Eph. 1. 22; Col. 1. 18).

His Eternal Portion (Heb 1.1-14). “‘I have set My
King upon My holy hill; I will, give thee the heathen for
thine inheritance’’ (Psa 2.6-8). Creation is to-day the
Lord’s on a double ground. He is not only its Creator,
but He isalso its Redeemer. His throne is for ever and ever,
and even the kingdoms of this world shall shortly become
the kingdomsof God’s Christ (Psa. 45. 6). He is anointed
with the oil of gladness (Heb. 1.9). He shall reconcile
all things (Col. 1. 20), and to Him every knee shall bow.

His Power to Usward (Col. 2. 6-15). ‘‘The glory
which thou gavest Me I have given them’’ (John 17. 22).
All the glory He has won for Himself He will finally share
with His bride, the Church. Meantime He nourisheth and
cherisheth it, and out of His abundant fulness, through the
ministry of the Spirit, enricheth it unto all good works,
while in the presence of God He carries on [or it His unending
ministry of intercession as Priest and Advocate. J. 1.

Coxcise Counse or Stupy, No. 146. 8



The Pilgrimage to Palestine.
STARTING ON THE JOURNEY.

Reap Exodus 15. 22-27, LEARN Philippians 4. 19. Hi~ts, Bitter, Jobn 18. 11;
sweet, Psalm 116, 13: healing, Rovelation 22. 2; plentiful, Revelation 22, 17.

HAVING been delivered from the power of the enemy,
the children of Israel pass into the wilderness, with its
trials and its triumphs. A great need presented itself,
followed by a grievous disappointment. The Christian’s
life is made up-ot light and shade, joy and sorrow,
but the end is peace.

Israel’s Difficulty. “They went out into the wilder-
ness of Shur, and found no water” (v. 22). All the money
in the world cannot purchase a shower of rain; it must
come from God. This was a splendid opp01tun1ty for
seeking a supply from God. Salvation and every other
blessing, temporal and spiritual, come from God, and reach
man through the atoning work of Christ (James 1.17).

Their Disappointment. ‘“When they came to Marah,
they could not drink of the waters” (v. 23). Searching
for water, they came to Marah, but, alas, its waters were
bitter. How like the cisterns of earth, whose waters do
not satisfy the heart! Jesus Christ alone gives the water
of life which thoroughly satisfies‘the deepest longings of
the heart (Jchn 4. 14).

God’s Tree. “The Lord showed him a tree” (v. 25).
The casting of the tree into the waters made them sweet.
We are made to think of our blessed Saviour being cast
into the deep waters of judgment in order that all the
blessings of salvation might be ours (Psa. 69. 2). Cal-
vary’s tree changes the bitter sense of judgment into the
sweetness of forgiveness (John 5. 24).

Elim’s Waters. “They came to Llim, where, were
twelve wells of water” (v. 27). At the waters of Elim the
children of Israel found delight and satisfaction. The
Christian to-day finds his joy and satisfaction at the
“wells of salvation” (Isa. 12. 3). Indeed he has within
him a well of water “springing up” (John 4. 14). In the
world' the believer has tribulation; but in Christ he has
peace and joy (Phil. 4. 4).

Illustration. In Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress” the
“Palace Beautiful” is jusl beyond the lions, and the
Delectable Mountains next after Doubting Castle. LElim;
which is a type of joy, comes alter the bitterness of Marah.
Every heavenly blessing flows [rom the Cross ol-Calvary.
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FFOOD ON THE WAY.

Reap Exodus 18.1-15. LEArRN John 6. 51. Hi~nTs, Hungry, Mark 6. 35; satisfied,
Luko 9. 17, Psalm 36. 8¢ sustained, "Nehemfah 9, 21.

Gop manifested Himself to murmuring, fretful Israel as
the God of all grace. He might have cut them off for their
ingratitude; but He delights in mercy and opens Heaven
to pour down supplies.

Israel’s Complaint. “The wholc congregation . . .
murmured” (v. 2). In murmuring against Moses they
were murmuring against God. They had very short
memeries. Surely the God who had so triumphantly
delivered them and destroyed their enemies wculd not
allow them to starve in the wilderness. All they required
to do was to look up to God (Isa. 58. 9).

God’s Provision. “I will rain bread from Heaven”
(v.4). Instead of punishing the Israelites for their mur-
muring, God graciously supplies their need. He rained
them bread from Heaven. He not only leads His people,
He also {eeds them. The manna is a type of Him who is the
true Bread of Lifewho came downfrom Heaven (John 6. 33).

Israel’s Responsibility. ‘“The people shall go out and
gather a certain rate every day” (v. 4). It was God’s part
to send the manna ; it was the people’s part to gather. The
gift of God is eternal life ; but if we are to be saved the hand
of faith must be put forth to accept that gift. The manna
had to be gathered daily, and in the morning, because
when the sun waxed hot it melted (v. 21). Just as the
body must be fed regularly to keep it in health, so the
child of God must feed his soul daily on the bread of life.
Yesterday'’s supply will not do for to-day.

God’s Sufficiency. The manna lasted all through the
desert march; it ncver failed them. Our blessed Lord,
the true Bread of Life, will never leave nor {forsake us. In
the riches of His boundless grace He will supply our every
necd down here. When time’s crumbs are no more needed
we shall meet Him around Heaven'’s [estal board. \What
a glorious prospect (Rev. 19. 7).

Illustration. A sailing ship on the Amazon River was
once seen to {ly signals of distress. ‘“Water, waterl” was
their cry. “Dip it up!” was the answer. Unknown to
them they had passed from the salt sca to the [resh water,
and they did not know ol it. Salvation is as ncar the sinner
as the waler was to the sailors on board that ship or the
manna was to the Israclites (Rom. 10. 8, 9).
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WATER FOR THE THIRSTY.

Reap Exodus 17. 1-15. Learx John 7. 37. Hints, Smitten Maa, Isaiah 53. 4;
Shepherd, Zechariah 13. 7; earth. Revelation 11. 6; nations, Revelation 19, 15.

IT has been said that God is more concerned about our
character than our comfort. IEvery trial has a teaching
voice, revealing the vileness of man’s heart and mani-
festing the riches of God’s grace.

Israel’s Unbelief. The people did chide (strive or
contend) with Moses (v. 2). To be without water was a
sore trial; but surely the God who supplied them every
morning from Heaven with a plentiful supply of food could
be trusted to give them water. Instead of believing in
God to meet their need they became angry with Moses.
This is a true picture of the heart of man (Rom. 8. 7).

Heavenly Grace. ‘“What shall I do with this people?
tbey be almost ready to stone me” (v. 4). The people’s
rage was fierce against Moses, although he loved and
served them: This was a poor return for his devotion.
Paul made a similar complaint in a later day (2 Cor. 12.
15). They treated our Saviour worst of all—they crucified
Him (John 19. 18). Truly God gave the best of Heaven
for the worst of earth (John 3. 16).

Divine Righteousness. “Thou shalt smite the rock”
(v. 6). Moses must smite the rock, which reminds us of
God’s righteousness. The people deserved to be smitten
because of their unbelief, but the blow fell on the rock.
Paul tells us “that Rock was Chiist™ (1 Cor. 10. 4). The
antitype is the smitten and crucified Saviqur on the Cross
of Calvary. He was striped that we might be freed; He
died that we might live (Isa. 53. 5).

Salvation’s IFulness. ‘“He smote the rock, the waters
gushed out” (Psa. 78. 20). A plenteous and continuous
supply came torth. The gift was full and free. How like
the grace of God which is wide as earth and long as time |
*“Whosoever will, let him take of the water of Life freely’’
(Rev. 22. 17).

Illustration. John Ruskin, the great writer, one
summer day in Switzerland, when lifting to his lips a cup
of water trom a cooling spring, heard a peasant say,
“Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again; but
whosoever drml\eth of the water that I shall give him shall
never thirst.” “It was a voice from IEternity,” said
Ruskin. Earthly cisterns never satis{y, salvation alone
gives life and peace (John 4. 14).
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.
When We Awake

WE WILL

1. See His glory, - - - - - - Luke9. 32
2. Be Satisfied with His likeness, - - - Psa. 17.15
3. Sing His praise, - Isa. 26.19 H.K.D.

Blind Bartimaeus.

N »—

. His Condition—Blind and Begging,
. His Conviction—Heard of Jesus, and cried

-Mark 10. 46

for mercy, - - - -, 10.47
3. His Call—]esus called him, - -, 10.49
4. His Conversion—He came to Jesus, - -, 10.50
5. Consecration—He followed Jesus, - - 10. 52

R DTN

Bonds. The Spirit’s Might
1. Of Life, - 1Sam.25.29 b Lt
2.0f Love, - - Hosea 11.4|1. Regeneration of Believers,
3. Of Peace, - - Eph.4.3 Eph. 2.1
4. Of Union, - Col. 2. 19(2. Confirmation of Believers,
5.1n the Gospel, - Phile. 13 o Eph. 1.13
6.1n Christ, - - Phil. 1. 13 3. Illumination of Believers,
7. In Service, - 2Cor.4.5 L , Eph 1.17
A.M.P. |4, Inspiration of Believers,
A Cluster of Grapes. . Eph. 2. 18
1. Saved, - Deut. 33, 29|35 Fortification of Believers,
2.Secured, - -, 33.27] . Eph. 3. 16
3.Seated, - - ,, 33.3 [6.Sanctification of Believers,
4. Satisfied, - - ,, 33.23 Eph. 2.22
5.Separated, - ,  33.16|/- Supplication of Believers,
W. .t Eph.6.18 T-H.
The Great Commission and the Response.
Mark 16. 15. Mark 16, 19.

Command—Geo.

\What was the disciples decision ?—

They went forth.

Who ?—Ye. - - What did they do ?—Preach.
Where ’—Intoall the
world. - - \Where ?—Lverywhere.

\Vhat to do?—Prea¢h. \With whom ?—The Lord.

Preach what?—Gospel. Why ?—To confirm the \Word.,

To whom ?—Every
creature.

Result—Signs following.

I2

\\'v lll l{‘



TALES WORTH TELLING.

Good Advice.—The famous Dean Stanley gave this
piece of advice to the students of St. Andrews: ‘‘Read the
great books and let the little ones take care of themselves.’’
“‘Bring the books and parchments’’ (2 Tim. 4. 13).

Acquainted with the Author.—A gentleman at a
dinner table heard Margaret Bottome speak of her faith in
the Bible. Haughtily he said to her, ‘“You don’t mean to
tell me that you believe in the Bible?’" ‘‘Oh, yes,’’ said
Mrs. Bottome, ‘‘you know I am acquainted with the
Author.’”’ To know Him is ‘‘eternal life’’ (John 17. 3).

Prayer and Works.—Sir Wilfred Lawson used to tell
of a little girl who prayed that the trap her brother had
set might catch no sparrows. On being asked by her
mother why she was so confident that her prayer would be
answered, she replied: ‘‘Because I went into the garden
and kicked the trap to pieces.’’ ‘“Watch unto prayer’’
(1 Peter 4. 7). ‘‘Take ye away thestone’’ (John 11.39).

“‘It’s Our Bairn that’s Dying.’’—In the Evangelical
Review for 1865 Dr. James Hamilton tells of a minister who
was called to pray for a dying boy: After a reverent in-
troduction he began quoting the 90th Psalm: “'Lord,
turn again the captivity of Zion,”’ etc., when the
agonised mother exclaimed: ‘‘Eh, man, yer aye drawn
out for the Jews, but it’s our bairn that’s dying.’' If Peter
had thus prayed he would have been overheard (Matt.
14. 30). ‘‘Ask, and ye shall receive’’ (Matt. 21. 22).

Let Him Try.—After a sermon on Samson in the
Methodist Chapel a man stood up between two pillars,
and exclaimed: ‘‘I’'m Samson, I will pull down the
house.’” Some screamed, others made for the_door, till
the preacher exclaimed: ‘‘Let him try!”’ It was the
village half-wit. So say we concerning the Cross, for it
standest fast (Gal. 6. 14), and the Word of God, for it
“‘endureth for cver’’ (1 Peter 1. 25).

Exhausting the Bible.—Dr. John Dick, the well-
known professor of theology in Scotland, went in the carly
days.of his preaching to a neighbouring jminister, and
said: ‘“What shall I do? I have preached all T know to the
people. I have gone through tlie Catechism, and what
have I more?’’ The friend replied: ‘‘“Take the Bible,
man. It will take you a long while to exhaust that.”’
“‘All Scripture’’ (1 Tim. 3. 16). *‘Preach the Word."’
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CLEANSING FOR THE SINNER.

Reap John 1.19-34. Learn John 1.29. HinTts, Abel, Genesis 4. 4; Abrabam,
Genesis 22. 7, 8; Paschal, Exodus (2, §; redceming, 1 Peter 1. 18.

TuEe Gospel of John opens with the doctrine of the atone-
ment—salvation for the guilty, cleansing for the sinner.
This is the central theme of Scripture from beginning to
end.

John’s Humility. ‘“I am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness™ (v.23). This was John’sreply to the religious
leaders who asked him who he was and the object of his
mission. He represents himself as merely a “voice,” a
mere sound that dies immediately it is expressed. John
points to Christ and hides himself. This should be true
of all the Lord’s servants (1 Sam. 2. 30).

Christ’s Deity. ‘“Preferred before me, because He
was before me” (v. 30). Although John was older than
Jesus by natural birth, yet John says Jesus was before
him. It has been said that a person has a wonderful
memory who can remember events that took place when he
was two years old ; but the Lord Jesus could go back be-
yond His birth and speak of the glory which He had with
the Irather betore the world was. He was the eternal Son
of the eternal God (John 8. 58).

His Humanity. “Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world” (v. 29). In order to
redeem man the Son of God had to become the Son of
Man. He is spoken of as the Lamb of God. I'rom Genesis
to Revelation the choicest type of sacrifice is the lamb.
There is salvation in no other way than through the blood
of the Lamb. In eternity the redeemed sing the praises
of the Lamb that was slain (Rev. 22. 3).

His Personality. “This is the Son of God,” (v. 34).
Of all the crowds of great and small that flocked to Jordan
none was so worthy of observation as God'’s chosen, ap-
pointed, and approved Lamb, having in Himself all the
graces and qualities required. He was “holv, harmmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners” (Heb. 7. 26). Happy
are they who trust Him.

Illustration. Charles H. Spurgeon, when ncar the end
ot life’s briel day, said, “What could all the theories of the
higher critics do for me now? My theology is very simple.
[ can express it in four words, and they are enough to die
on. They are these, ‘JEsus pIED FOR ME’ (Gal. 2. 20).”
Spurgeon's testimony was simple and complete.
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SINAI'S BURNING MOUNT.

Reap Exodus 19. 1-16. LrarN Galatians 3.10. HinTts, Come to deliver, Exodus
3. 8; tosave, 1 Timothy, 1. 15; to take up, 1 Thessalonians, 4. 6.

AT Mount Sinai the holiness of God is-manifested. We
learn not only what God is, but what they must become
who would appear before Him. Without holiness no man
shall see the Lord (Heb. 12. 14).

God’s Holiness. “Israel camped before the mount”
(v. 2). Sinai’s burning mount tells of the unsullied light
in which God dwells (1 Tim. 6. 16). It also speaks of the
sinfulness of man and his need of cleansing before he can
meet God. Nothing that defileth can enter God’s
presence (Isa. 64. 6).

Israel’s Mediator. Moses went up unto God (v. 3).
A mediator is a middle person who steps in between two
parties where there has been disagreement and brings
about reconciliation. The Israelites could not approach
God themselves, but Moses stood between the people and
God. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Mediator of the new
covenant (Acts 8. 6), and by Him alone can we approach
God to-day (Heb. 10. 19).

Divine Deliverance. ‘I bare you on eagles’ wings”
(v.4). God reminds the people of His care for them. He
is not only a holy God, He is the God of all grace. He
redeemed them by blood, and delivered them by power;
He gave them food from Heaven and water from the rock.
Surely from such a God they had nothing to fear. His
purpose for man has always been his salvation. Whilst
it is true He gave the law which condemns man, He sent
His Son to redeem man from its curse (Gal. 3. 13).

God’s Covenant. “If ye will obey My voice indeed, and
keep My covenant™ (v.§). This covenant had a condition,
an “if.” God made certain promises to them provided
they fulfilled certain conditions. The New Covenant of
grace presents no conditions for the sinner, because all the
conditions have been fulfilled for him by the Lord Jesus
Christ. We are saved not by the works of the law, but by
faith in Christ and His atoning work (Rom. 4. 16).

Illustration. D. L. Moody used to say that before his
‘conversion he worked toward the cross, but since then he
had worked from the cross. Then I worked to be saved;
now I work because I am saved, We are saved by grace
through faith. The grace of God knows no conditions
(Eph. 2. 8).
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THE BROKEN TABLES.

ReAD Exodus 32. 15-28, LEARN James 2. 10. Hints, Law kept, Isaiah 42. 21 ;
all to be kept, James 2. 10; free from, Galatians 2. 19, Galatians 3. 13.

MAN is so constituted that he must have an object to
worship. 1f he loses sight of the only living and true God
he will worship something of his own manufacture.

Israel’s Folly, ‘“Make us gods which shall go before
us” (vv. 1 and 23). Moses had been in the mount with
God for forty days, and the people grew impatient. Their
leader was absent, and their God was invisible. An uncon-
verted man cannot trust where he cannot trace. They
first make an idol, and then they worship it. A golden
calf was surely a poor substitute for the God who had
delivered them from Egyptian bondage and miraculously
preserved their lives in the wilderness. What folly!
Men to-day are equally foolish, and trust anything and
everything but Jesus Christ (John 5. 40).

Moses’ Anger. ‘“Maoses’ anger waxed hot, and he cast
the tables out of his hands”’ (v. 19). Aaron was probably
afraid of the people, and gave way to their wishes. The
fear of man bringeth a snare, and keeps many from decision
for Christ. Moses became angry, because of the dishonour
done to the Name of the Lord. The breaking of the tables
of stone would indicate the effect of sin, which destroys
and mars the handiwork of God (James 1. 15).

Sin’s Punishment. “Pe took thecalf, .. .and burnt
it” (v. 20). Sin is like the echoing hills, it always speaks
back. Sin, without fail, brings its own punishment. The
believer has found a Saviour who bare his sins in His own
body on the tree (1 Peter 2. 24). They who trust Him
are saved from present or future judgment (John 5. 24).

Moses’ Call. “Who is on the Lord’s side?” (v. 26).
This was a testing time for Israel, when every person had
to make his and her choice. There were only two sides
then; there are but two sides to-day—saved and lost. It
is for each to answer the question: “On which side am I?”
(Joshua 24. 15).

Illustration. A young lady who loved the gaieties of
this world, and yet wanted to be saved, was told by a
Christian that she could not have both: and that she must
choose one or the other. Then she said, “I choose the
world.” The Christian replied, “Take all the plcasure
out of it you can, for you will have no other in ecternity”

(1 John 2. 15).
16



TABERNACLE OF TESTIMONY.

Rrap Exodus 40. 1-16. Learx Exodus 25. 8. HinTts, With lowly, Isaiah 57, 15,
amongst men, John 1, 14; final and glorious, Revelatnon 21. 3.

THE tabcernacle served a double purpose: it provided a
house in which God could dwell, and it also supplied the
people with a place in which they could worship God.

The First Anniversary. “On the first day of the first
month” (v. 2). It was now twelve months since God had
delivered Israel from Egyptian hondage by the blood of
the lamDb. It is only amongst the redeemed that God can
dwell, and it is only they who are competent to worship
God. The unconverted can neither worship nor serve God
acceptably (Prov. 21. 4).

The Lord’s Dwelling-place. “Thou shalt set up the
tabernacle” (v. 2). God’s delights are with the sons of
men (Prov. 8. 31), but He must have a dwelling-place.
The patterns of the tabernacle were clearly given by God
to Moses. If God is to be worshipped it must be according
to His own pattern. Like Cain of old, men to-day would
like to worship God in their own way ; but only the redeemed
of the Lord are able to worship Him (Psa. 107. 2).

The People’s Liberality. We learn from Exodus 35.
20-29 that the tabernacle was built from materials sup-
plied by the people. They gave to God out of the abun-
dance God had given to them. Thjs is the divine order.
God first of all gives to us—Hegave His own Son, and with
Him every good thing—and then we give Him back of His
own goodness (Psa. 23. 5). God will not accept anything
from any one unless they are born again (John 3. 3).

The Anointing Oil. “Thou shalt take tlie anointing
0il” (Exod. 40.9). The vessels of the sanctuary enumer-
ated in the chapter all speak of different aspects of the
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The vessels were anointed
with the anointing oil, which is typical of the Holy Spirit.
We arc thus reminded of the Holy Spirit’s work in con-
version, consecration, and service (1 Cor. G. 20).

Illustration. A father onée said he never realised in
an adequate manner what his salvation cost God until his
only boy at college wrote him, and said: “Will you give me
your consent to go as‘a missionary to tell the poor heathen
about the Saviour?” Only one son, and he to go to the
heathen. God had only one Son (Jolm 3.16),and He gave
Him up to the cross [or us all (Rom. 8. 32). Surely such
a God is worthy of our worship and praise (Rev. 4. 11).
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THE REJECTED STONE.

READ Matthew 21, 33-15, Leaxkn Psalm 40. 2, Hints, In pit, Genesis 37. 24;
enthroned, Genesls 41. 41; cleft rock, Exodus 33. 22; high rock, I’salm G1. 2.

PRIVILEGE always increases responsibility. Through the
goodness of God the Jewish nation enjoyed many privi-
leg(.s but, alas, they proved themselves unworthy.

The Privileged Jew. “There was a certain house-
holder, which planted a vineyard” (v. 33). Here we have
a suitable piece of ground selected and acquired ; the same
enclosed, prepared, and provided with protection. The
parable aptly describes the nation of Israel (Psa. 80. §;
Isa. 5. 1-7, etc.). The parable also describes many privi-
leged persons to-day who listen regularly to the Gospel,
and yet, like the Jew, put it from them (Prov. 29.1).

The Rebellious Act. “Last of all He sent unto them
His Son” (v. 37). Man has not only rebelled against God,
but he has abused all who ever sought to give God His
rightful place and portion. When the Son of God Himself
came to earth they cast- Him out and nailed Him to a cross.
Such is the wickedness ot man’s heart (Rom. 7. 18).

The Sure Judgment. “He will miserably destroy
those wicked men” (v. 41). A few years after the cruci-
fixion the destruction of Jerusalem took place, and the
slaughter was dreadful. Scattered and down-trodden
amongst the nations of the earth, the Jews are suffering
to-day for their dreadful treatment of God’s Son. An
awful fate awaits those who to-day are rejectirig the
Saviour (Psa. 2. 12).

The Reversed Plans. ‘‘The stone which the builders
rejected” (v. 42). The plans of men and. their purposes can-
not be allowed to oppose or overturn God’s decree (Psa. 2).
(vod has raised that rejected One, and made Him “chief
Corncrstone” of all His glorious works (Eph. 2. 20-22).
This is the Lord’s doing, the most marvellous of events.
To fall on that Stonc is to be broken in self and in heart,
but God can heal such; for that Stone to {all on a sinner is
utter destruction (Matt. 21. 44),

Illustration. A wicked man with whom the [amous John
Bright was conversing one day said, {‘I should like to come
back to this world in filty yecars to sce what changes have
}mppcncd in ].ngland  “My good sir,”’ replied Mr.
Bright, “il you don’t mend your ways and make better
usc of your privileges you may be glad of any excuse to
come back.” It will be too late then (Heb. 2.°3).
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FACTS ABOUT TRACTS.

The Immortal Tract.—At Dumfries, on Nov. 14, 1905,
Mr. James M. Hamilton, evangelist, told how he was converted
through reading Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s Progress.”

Good for the Highlands.—*“I have found your book,
God’s Way of Salvation, very helpful in the North, and have
given hundreds of it away. I am now very anxious to have it
in Gaelic, and write to ask you for permission to have it trans-
lated and published.”—A. M. STeEwarT, Logie, Forres, N.B.

A Clergyman's Conversnon.—A young Cambridge under-
graduate was travelling in the beautiful scenery of the Lake
District, about twenty-seven years ago, and was sitting in the
corner of a railway carriage, when a gentleman came to him
and offered him a tract. He did not like tracts, and did not
want one. He thought he was as good as those who went
about giving tracts, and he said, “ No, thank you.” Boys and
men are very much like sheep, and what one does another fol-
lows, and so all the others in the compartment refused the
tract. The gentleman looked disappointed, but as he left he
said, “Remember, each one of you young men has got a
soul !” That made the young man in the corner very angry,
and he said, “Of course I have a soul! I know that as well
as you know it!” But that young man could not get the words
out of his mind, nor the thought of refusing that tract, and it
led to his conversion to Christ. I was that young man, the
undergraduate, and have therefore always felt a special interest
in tracts.—REv. E. A. STUART.

Timid, Yet Blessed.—‘During three weeks’ holiday I
gave one man a copy of your book, God’'s Way of Salvation,
so tremblingly—for at home it is not easy to go out and tell
about Jesus. I knew him to be a careless and indifferent old
marn, but God gave me courage to walk into his workshop and
gwe him a copy, begging him to read it. He promised to read
it, but put it up on a shelf, and thought no more about it until
nine months after, when very ill, he remembered the book ; at
this stage he was troubled about Eternity, and could not get
any one in the village to help him, and no one to pray for him.
He sent for the book, got his daupghter to read it, and God
spoke to him then, and he saw and believed. After that time
his daughter had to read it over many times. Often when he
was restless and sometimes delirious, he would call out for the
book. When I went to see him a few weeks later, he told me
the above, and the little book was lying on the table with his
Bible.”—M. HARDING, Penbydwl, near Abergavenny, Mon.
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l. “ That He should give Eternal Life,” - - verse 2
2. “1 have given them Thy Word,” - - »y 14
3. “And the Glory 1 have given them,” - - ,, 22
II. HE ALsO MAKES FOUR REQUESTS.
1 Holy Father, keep through Thy Name,” - 5o 11
2.° Sauctzfy them through Thy Truth " - »w 17
3. Unite that they all may be one,’ - - »w 21
4. Glorify “ that they may behold My glory,” - ,,mPZAr
Identification with Christ. ¢« Perfect.*’
1. In Sonship, - Gal.4.4,5|1. A peerless Saviour,
2. In Heirship, - Rom. 8. 17 Heb. 11. 10
3. In Sanctification, 2. Has done a perfect work,
John-17. 19 Heb. 10
4. In Crucifixion, Gal. 2. 20|3. Which gives a purged
5. In Persecution, John15. 20 conscience to all
6. In Resurrection, Col. 3.1 who believe on His
7. In Glorification,]John 11’_71%2 Name, - - HelS).SIO
Two Specimen Results
from the first Gentile Revival. Acts 8.
1. A SHAM SORCERER—' Believed also (or
copied others), was baptised,and wondered,” verse 13
““Thy money perish with thee,” - »w 20
2. A ' SAVED PREMIER—Converted through
Isaiah 53, “read, heard, believed, and was
baptlsed " - - - - - - ,y 27-38
‘He went on his way rejoicing,” - ’ H&‘P3'9
Visions of Christ The Lord Preserveth—
in Psalm 22. 1. The faithful, Psa.31.23
1. The Reproached One,v. 6|2. The souls of His saints,
2. The Rejected One, ,, 7 Psa. 9/ 10
3. The Risen One, - ,, 22|3. The simple, - Psa.116.6
4. The Rejoicing One, ,, 22|4. All them thatlove Him,
5. The Ruling One, - ,, 28 Psa. 145. 20
6. The Righteous One, ,, 31|3- The strangers, Psa. 146.9
w.J. M. |6. The way of His saints,
Prov.2.8 F. I

SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

The True Lord’s Prayer

is found in Jobn 17. The Disciple's Prayer in Matthew 6. 9.
I. OuUrR LORD SPEAKS OF THREE GIFTS.
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LET IT PASS—A WORD FOR ALL.

[v for good you suffer 1ll—
et 1t pass!
O be kind and gentle still—
Let 1t pass!
Time at last makes all things straight,
l.et us not resent, but wait,
And our triumph will be great—
et 1t pass !—Sz=lecled .

JAMES K. IIAWKINS, Editor of the **Golden Gruln Diary.'*



JAMES E. HAWKINS, LONDON.

IFTY-EIGHT YEARS as a Publisher and fifty-two years

as an Editor constitute a record seldom excelled, if

even equalled, even in the Metropolis of Literature. Hencc

a few facts concerning the record-maker should act as a
stimulus to Christian young men and young women.

JaMEs ErLis HAwkiINs was born in Bitterley, Salop, in
1843. His parents were godly Congregationalists, though
afterwards they owned only the true gathering centre,
“My NAME” (Matt. 18. 20), and built a hall at Orleton,
Hampshire, for worship and ministry on Scriptural lines.
His first soul concern was induced by hearing an address
on “The Lord’s Coming” by WiLrLiam YApPpP. When 14
years of age GEORGE LAWRENCE, a well-known worker in
Britain and Spain, said to him, * James, you are quick at
figures, here is a sum for you, ‘What shall it profit a man if
he shall gain the whole world and Jose his own soul?’” The
impression never left him, till four years later, when Mr.
Lawrence was preaching in the town he had the joy of
pointing the sin-burdened soul to the Lamb of God, closing
with 1 John 5. 13. Thus the light dawned on April §,
1861, and from that day till the end of his course, 57 years
after he rejoiced in the possession of Eternal Life. " The
’59 Revival spirit, then so prevalent, also left its impress
on his long and active career. Ifollowing the New Testa-
ment order, the young convert with others were baptised
@ the river flowing by the side of the town on April 28.

On April 30, on the invitation of Wnm. Yapp, he left for
London to assist in the Book and Tract Depot at 70
Welbeck Street. Afterwards the business was changed
to Yarr & Hawxkins, the “Clapton,” “Iron Room,” and
other series of booklets being issued at this time. In 1866
he married Clara Elizabeth Hunt, who proved to be a true
helpmeet for 47 years, and an mdefatlgable worker in con-
nection with “Golden Grain.’

In 1867 Wm. Yapp retired, and JAMES IE. HAWKINS
carricd on a prosperous business in Baker Strcet and
Paternoster Row for many years. Hcintroduced the “Mild-
may Cards” and other [amous series. His series ol beauti(ul
chromo booklets, including Songs of the Dawn, The
Homeward Journey, The Garment of Praise, The Master’s
Presence, ctc., have never been cqualled for their
chastecness and superb colouring, and may rightly be
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James E. Hawkins, London.

treasured by their fortunate possessors. Many volumes
of Spiritual truth valued to-day first bore the imprint of
J.E. Hawkins. Wm. Lincoln’s Expositions of Hebrews,
John, and Revelation; Arthur Pridham’s Expositions of
Romans, Ephesians ; Philippians, and other books;
Denham Smith’s Brides of Scripture, Gospel in Hosea,
Prophet of Glory, and Papers for the Present Time;
D. .. Moody’s Wondrous Love, The Great Salvation, etc.;
and many others might be named.

For a number of years Mr. Hawkins acted as London
publisher of The Witness, The Golden Lamp (long ago
discontinued), Missionary Echo, now issued as Lclioes
of Service, and other monthlies.

A unique feature which might well be revived in what
to visitors in often Lonely London was a monthly
drawing-room meeting at 36 Baker Street, which drew
together well-known teachers and workers from all
parts of the kingdom. Brethren J. G.M‘Vicker, T. B.
Miller, R. J. Mahony, F. C. Bland, John Hamblcton,
Harry Moorhouse, Dr. Neatby, Lord Carrick, and others,
whose names are revered, frequently took part. The
meetings were times of refreshing from on high.

As an AuTHOR Mr. Hawkins produced Short Papers on
Prophecy and Lecturcs on the Tabernacle, both of which
sold extensively, and were helpful to young Christians.
Also many smaller booklets, including “The Blood of the
Lamb,” which circulated by thousands, and was used to
many conversions.

As an EpiTorR he commenced T/e Gospel Waichman, a
penny Gospel Magazine, in 1869, and continued it, with
varying circulation, till 1895. His best known work is
the Golden Grain Dzary, which he brought out in 1868.
It reached a circulation of 20,000 the first year, has at-
tained to 70,000 some years, and is better known and
valued to- day than ever before. Messrs. Pickering &
Inglis, who acquired the rights some time ago, encouraged
the vcteran in his sunset ycars to devote considerable
time to this his loved work, with the result that the MSS.
for the next three years is well in hand, thus completing
55 ycars of cditing the onc publication. A record indeed !

During a visit to their home Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins
showed the writer their “treasurc book” containing the
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James E. Hawkins, London.

signatures of hundreds of well-known Christian workers
commending the Golden Grain Almanac. The familiar
caligraphy of C. H. Spurgeon, D. L. Moody, IF. R. Haver-
gal, George Muller, Lord Congleton, Henry Moorhousc,
Dr. Pierson, Henry Dyer, Henry Groves, Ir. C. Bland,
Earl Carrick, and others were readily distinguishable,
amidst whole pages of names less known or less readily
deciphered.

As a PoET he produced both hymns and spiritual songs
of no mean order. Had he had no other gifts he might well
have been remembered by the initials J.E.H. after
many a sweet and cheering verse.

As a SPEAKER Mr. Hawkins had considerable gift, and
for 60 years his voice was heard in many parts of the
country. He took the Oxford Music Hall, London, and
had as helper, John Hambleton, ““the converted actor.’’
Great blessing resulted. His last service wasat Ickenham,
three months before his Home-call.

Many trials in business beset him in later years, but he
kept to the old lines, and his forie in the selection of texts,
arrangement of verses and chaste get-up of booklets, con-
tinued unabated for more than half a century. He passed
quietly away on Sunday afterndon, December 22, 1918,
and was laid to rest at Harrow, awaiting the time when
from the Righteous Judge ““each man shall have his praise
from God” (1 Cor. 4. 4,5, R.V.).

As “members of Christ and stewards of the mysteries
of God” (v. 1), may we seek grace to commence well,
continue well, and conclude well, whether our allotted
span be brief or prolonged. HYP.

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE.
IT is not only day by day that the Word of God should
be read, but we have to read

Regularly through the Divine testimony, through the Old
and New Testaments; not certain parts only, but regularly
onward. Weshould put a mark where we left off last time,
and then go on [rom there when we come to itagain. I know
that this is the practice of many, yet because there may be
a few who do not so, I repeat this deeply-important point.
Since the summer of 1829 I have attended to this, and 1
find continually the blessedness of it. One advantage of
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How to Read the Bible.

this plan is that you never get tired of reading the
Scriptures. They are always fresh and new to you.

Meditatively. Wehavetoremember that our own intel-
lect cannot fathom them. We must in true humility of soul
wait upon God, that He, by His Spirit, would be pleased to
instruct us. We must also seek to couple with this
meditation upon the Word of God. It is not enough
that we go cursorily through it just to satisfy our con-
science. In a greater or lesser degree we should seek to
dwell upon what we read.

Personally. I haverepeatedlyalluded to the temptation
which Sunday school teachers, or parents, or others are in
danger of falling into—that of reading the Scriptures for
others. I do not mean to say that God will not bring good
out of your reading for others, but we should seek for
ourselves to get good out of it. How does this suit me?
How does this instruct s72e? Wherein may it improve me?
We shall thus carry away a blessing from the Word of God.

Practically. Thereis another point of the deepest import-
ance, and that is this—that we aim after practising what
we find in the Scriptures. We may be but feebly doing it,
nevertheless, this must be the great aim, the holy, godly
purpose that, by the help of God, we will carry out in our
life what we find in the Divine testimony. If this be
lacking, no matter how carefully, how regularly we read
the Scriptures, after all, we shall lose the blessing which
we seek. Though often, it may be, we shall be like the
tree in winter, no blossom seen, yet it is growing down-
ward ; so will it be with us. It will be entirely impossible
that we remain still; we shall make some progress in
knowledge and in grace.

Persistently. You see in these days that by tens of
thousands publications are issued from the press, and that
1t is Satan's special object to put as many as he can into
your hands, so as to keep you from the Scriptures. DBut be
determined rather to tear them in pieces if they keep you
from God’s Word. I do not mean to say there is no
blessing to be found in human writings; most assuredly
there is ; and God gives blessing through human writings.
But if the question is whether I shall read the Word of
God or human writings, most assuredly it should be the
Word of God. GEO. MULLER.
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

Christ Risen, Satisfied.

1. Weeping Mary, John 20. 16
2. Fearing disciples, ,, 20.19
3. Doubting Thomas, ,, %0.1)25

Three Visions.

. A visionof God, - Isa.6.1
.Avisionof sin, - ,, 6.5
. A vision of Christ, ,, 6.6

Five Great LEvents.

. Christ suffered for us, -
. Christ arose from the grave, - -
. Christ ascended, - -
. Christ is coming again,

A Great Preacher’s
Subjects.
Psalm 40. 9, 10.

. The Righteousness of God
. The Faithfulness of God

: The Salvation of God

. The Lovingkindness of God
. The Truth of God H.XK.D.

. Christ Jesus came into the world, John 3.17; 1 Tim.1.15

- - -Matt. 16. 21

Mark 16.1-8
-Acts 1.9-11

- - John14.1-3,18,28
R.G.

No More’s in Revelation.

1. No more sea,

2. No more sorrow,
3. No more crying,

4."No more pain,
5. No more curse,

6. No more night, -

7. No more death,

True Discipleship.

. Lead me in Thy righteousness, - -
. Lead me in Thy truth and teach me,
. Lead me in a plain path,
. Lead me for Thy Name's sake, - - -
. 'Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I, -
. Lead me in the way everlasting, - - -
. Lead me into the land of uprightneéss, - -

L}
L]

Death—Resurrection—Glory.

In John 12 we havc Christ as the

this hour,” . v

from Heaven, ...

. Suffering One— Corn of wheat . die,”
. Exalted One—" It bringeth forth much frult "
. Humble One— He that hateth his llfe," -
. Ruling One—"“ If any man serve Me," -
. Coming One—" Hlm will My Father honour,
. Obedient One— For this cause came I unto

. Glorified One—"Then came there a voice
I will glorify again,” -
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AN OBJECT LESSON WITH NOTHING.

OU arrive at school with
nothing, yet are intimated
to give an Eyegate Lesson. Hold
out.both hands, say frankly you
have nothing with you, yet you
will keep to promise. Ask the
ladies for a pin. Several forth-
coming « (Stick in something as shown.)
A Pin. I will give a penny
to the first boy, girl, or teacher
who reads the verse in the Bible
about being “fastened with the pin.”” Penny quite safe,
I better tell you—JUDGES 16. 14. A much bigger pin than
this, but a pin which fastened things as this does (pin
something to show). This pin was not always a pin, it was
metal in the earth, and had to be Moved, Melted, Made.
So with each of us, we had to be Called from darkness, Con-
victed of sin, Converted to God. Now as‘“little children”
let us learn three lessons from an acrostic on pin. It has'a
OINT. If any one doubts it come forward and I will
prove it! What use would a pin be without a point.
We should all have a point at which we-started—“new
birth” (1 John 2. 1); a point at which we aim—“the
prize” (1 Cor. 9. 24); but a point in life—"“this one
thing I do” (Phil. 3. 13), said the greatest worker for God.
There is something for all to do. Have an aim in life, and
“do 1t with all thy might” (Eccles.9.10)- Then a pin is
NTENDED TO BE USED. Not ornamental, but
useful, small but useful, the little handyman of the
castle as well as the cottage. (Hands up those who never
use a pin.) Also to be heard. Did you ever hear a pin?
Silence. Drop it. So every one of us speaks by our lips and
by our lives even in /iftle things. May we like one of old
“Speak of Him” (Luke 2. 38). Last, a pin is
O USE WITHOUT ITS HEAD. What child is use
without his head? What child of God is use without
his Head, the Risen Christ in Heaven? (Eph. 1.22). Never
forget that. A needle was boasting about the large amount
of work he did. At last the thimble cried out, “But I
push you through.” Let us all remember the Master’s
words, ‘“Apart from ME ye can do nothing” (John 15. 5),
and toil on, labour on, ‘“Looking unto Jesus.” uyPr.
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HEIRS WITH CHRIST.

UNION with Christ brings the belizver into the blessings
suggested by Paul’s words: ‘“All are yours; and ye
are Christ’s” (1 Cor. 3. 22, 23).

The Kingdom (Heb. 12. 22-29). We are heirs of a
kingdom which cannot be moved ; a kingdom whose foun-
dations are in God. Its power rests on the triumph of His
Son over every opposing force. Sin, Satan, death, and
Hell have been overcome by His obedience and death. Its
authority is secured by His endless life and glory. It is
the kingdom of His dear Son.

The Participation (Rom. 8. 17-27). That the Gentiles
should be fellow-heirs (Eph. 3. 6) is the crowning grace of
the Gospel. Once aliens and enemies, we have been trans-
lated from the power of darkness. Cleansed and sanctified
by operation of the Holy Spirit we are made meet to be-
come partakers of the inheritance (Col. 1. 12). All is of
infinite grace, it is alone by ‘the unmerited favour of
God that we are chosen and blessed in Christ (Eph. 1. 3).

The Inheritance (1 Pefer 1. 1-9). In covenant rela-
tionship with God through the Mediator of ‘the new
covenant (Heb. 9. 15), we receive the promise of eternal
inheritance. Its characteristics are threefold. It is incor-
ruptible, unlike this world, where all is liable to decay.
It is undefiled ; the very work which saves the believer for
the inheritance preserves the inheritance from defilement.
It fadeth not away; it is eternal in the heavens for him.

The Future Home (John 14. 1-4). The union of Christ
and the Church is shown to be that of husband and wile,
and the ultimate object of the Son is to present the Church
to Himself, perfected in His own perfection. How precious
therefore the promise, “I go to prepare a place for you.”
Amid the untold glories of the Father’s house a place is
being prepared for the redeemed of carth where they shall
ever live in closest intimacy with the Son (Eph. S. 27).

The Present Discipline (2 Cor. 4. 6-18). Inseparably
linked with future glory and reward is present suffering.
The Captain of our salvation was thus perfected, and
every son brought into glory is disciplined under the love
and wisdom of God. The heaviness of manifold trial is
the “if need be” ordered by a Father’s wisdom, and will be
recompensed eventually by “a far more exceeding and
cternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4. 17). J ..
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FACTS ABOUT TRACTS.

Used in the Cells. A soldier at Devonport said to a
distributer, ‘Do you remember visiting me in the cells
and giving me a little booklet entitled On Active Service?
The reading of it led me to Christ.’’

Recruiting by Post. At the Annual Meeting of Gospel
Postal Workers in Townhead Hall, Glasgow, on April 9,
1915, the leader told of three conversions through God’s
Way of Salvation being sent by post.

A Tract in Switzerland.—Passing through Switzer-
land a tract distributer gave a tract to a man in a town
notorious for its gambling. On his return some days later,
the man said: ‘‘ I thank you for the message which was the
means of my salvation—soul and body.’’ He was about
to commit suicide on account of losses in garmibling.

Better than Minister or Doctor. A young man in
Scotland who was in sore distress of soul went privately
to his minister; but he thought it was not a case for his
services, and advised him to see a doctor. The medical
man, finding nothing seriously wrong with 'his body,
advised him to try some place of amusement as a diversion
from his mind. WIith a shrinking from theatre and music
hall, he went to an institution where he expected to obtain
spiritual help, but only to hear some comic discussion
going on. Distressed, disheartened, and in despair, on
his way home he found, lying on the road, a Gospel fract,
and-in it the very news his heart was craving for.

Thousands Through One Tract.—As John Hamble-
ton, the converted actor, was travelling one day between
Manchester and Rochdale he gave a tract to John Street, a
cotton broker. The gentleman was unconverted, but he
gave this servant of Christ an invitation to his home,
which proved the means of his salvation. John Street was
the means of inducing Richard Weaver to devote himself
entirely to preaching. Through the preaching of Richard
Weaver, Harry Moorhouse was converted, and through
Moorhouse’s influence the ministry of D. L. Moody was
completely changed, and his uselulness increased a
hundred-fold. Is there not a connection between the
thousands brought to Christ through the preaching of
these three evangelists and the tract given away in the
railway carriage?
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JOURNEYING TO CANAAN.

ReAD Numbers 10, 11-13,29-36. LcarN Numbers 10. 20, HinTs, Guidance, Psalm
32. 8; protection, Hebrews 13. 5; promise, Luko 12.32; assurance, John 6. 39.

For twelve months the children of Isracl remained at
Sinai. At the end of that period the silver trumpets
sounded, and the cloudy pillar of God’s presence lifted,
leading them on towards Paran.

A Gracious Invitation. ‘Moses said unto Hobab,
Come thou with us, and we will do thee good” (v. 29).
Hobab, brother-in-law to.Moses, had sojourned with the
Israelites as far as Sinai, but now when they set out further
into the wilderness he proposes to return to his own home.
Moses’ gracious words to Hobab beautifully resemble the
Gospel invitation to-day, “Come unto Me” (Matt. 11. 28).
The good news of the Gospel benefits men in time, and
blesses them eternally (John 4. 14).

A Rejected Offer. “I will depart to mine own land™,
(v. 30). Hobab refused the gracious offer of Moses, and
returned to his own land and people. Although related to
Moses by marriage he did not belong to Israel, and ap:
parently got tired of their company. The unconverted are
never at home in the company of the Lord’s people.

A Mistaken Trust. “Thou mayest be to us instead of
eyes” (v. 31). Being a Midianite, Hobab was well ac-
quainted with the desert, and Moses thought he could make
use of him as a guide. Hitherto Moses had trusted in God
alone, now he proposes to trust in God and Hobab. This
was a mistake. There are many to-day who for salvation
would trust in Christ and sométhing else; but Jesus Christ
and He alone must save (Acts 13. 38).

A Glorious Prospect. ‘“We are journeying unto the
place of which the Lord said, I will give it you” (v. 29).
The Israelites journeyed towards air earthly land, the be-
liever’s prospect is a heavenly one. A pilgrim on earth,
he will be a citizen of Heaven. The Scripture describes
him as a “stranger” (away from home) and a ‘‘pilgrim”
(going home) (Heb. 11.13).

Illustration. A missionary visited some villages in
Ceylon. Stopping at one house only onc woman was to be
scen. ‘“We sat down,” he said, “and talked with her.
Suddenly she sprung up, and said, ‘This is too good ncws
to hearalonc. I must {ind some other women.’ [n a short
time she returned with five.” Alas, many like Hobab
refusc to accept the good news of the Gospel.
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FOOD FROM GOD.

Reap Numbers 11.1-10, 31-35. LeArN Isaiah 53. 3. Hints, Danger, IHebrews
3.12, 12, 16; blessing, Luke 10. 42, Colossians 3. 2.

THE children of Israel had scarcely left Mount Sinai when
they commenced to complain about the food. Murmurers
have always bad memories.

A Murmuring Spirit. ‘“When the people complained
it displeased the Lord™” (v. 1). The greatest ingratitude
sometimes arises from the largest benefits. It was so with
the children of Israel. For eighteen months they had been
fed with bread from Heaven. Getting tired of the manna,
they commenced to complain. The food for the soul to-
day is the Word of God, which many despise to their eternal
loss (Prov. 1. 25, 26).

A Mixed Multitude. “And the mixed multitude that
was among them fell a lusting” (v. 4). These were pro-
bably Egyptians who had followed them from Egypt; and
their ““evil communications” had doubtless affected the
morals of the children of Israel. God had wisely put a
difference between the Egyptians and the Israelites; but
they had evidently lost sight of the dividing line. The
only safe path for the child of God is that of separation
(2 Cor.6.17).

A Discouraged Leader. ‘“I am not able to bear this
people alone” (v. 14). This was true, and the Lord did
not ask Moses to doso. God had made Himself responsible
for the welfare and safety of His people, and what Moses
should have done was to trust the Lord. The unconverted
refuse to trust Christ for salvation, while many saints fail
to trust Him for their daily wants (Psa. 84. 12). “Have
faith in'God” is a needed exhortation to-day (Mark 11. 22).

A Discontented People. ‘“While the flesh was between
their teeth..the wrath of God was kindled against the
people” (v. 33). It is not always good for.us to get what
we desire. We learn from Psalm 78. 30, 31 that God gave
them flesh, and the flesh killed them. It issaid that men, as
a rule, get what they go in for. Some strive to get money,
fame, pleasure, but these things end in disappointment.
The only thing herc worth striving for is eternal lile.
““Lay hold on eternal life” (1 Tim. 6. 12).

Illustration. A mother once wrote on the flyleaf of a
Bible she gifted to her boy who had trusted the Saviour:
“If you sin you will not read this Book; il you rcad tliis
Book you will not sin” (Psa. 119, 11).
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GRAPES FROM ESHCOL.

READ Numbers 13. 26-33, 14. 1-4. LearN Hebrews 13. 6. HinTs, A lrue report,
1 Kings 10, 6; good report, John 14. 2, 1 Corinthians 2. 9,2 Corinthians 12. 4.

AFTER being filteen months in the wilderness the children
of Israel reached Kadesh-Barnea, which was on the border
of the promised land. Their want of faith in God caused
these forty years’ wanderings in the wilderness.

An Unworthy Proposal. From Deuteronomy 1. 21, 22
we learn that the proposal to send spies came from the
ipeople, and not from God. It is quite true God sanctioned
the proposal, but He sometimes allows us to have_our own
way in order that in the end we may learn that His will is
always good (John 5. 40).

A Land of Abundance. ‘“They brought back word,. .
and showed them the fruit of the land” (v. 26). After
spending forty days in the land the united testimony of
the spies was that everything God had said about it was
strictly true. All that God has said about the heavenly
home to which the Christian is journeying is true to the
letter (1 Cor. 2.9). Our part is to believe God and accept
His testimony (Eph. 1. 3).

An Evil Report. “We saw the children of Anak
there” (v. 28). The evil spies magnified the difficulties,
but Caleb stilled the people, and said, “We are able to
.overcome.” Caleb’s trust was in the Lord. Surely the
God who had overthrown the hosts of the Egyptians was
also able to overcome the giants of Anak (Rom. 8. 31).

A Discouraged People. “And all the congregation. .
wept that night” (chap. 14. 1). An evil report is more
quickly accepted than a true one. Man’s words are more
readily believed than God’s truth. The people refused to
believe God, and actually said, “Would God we had died
in the wilderness.” This literally came to pass, for with
the exception of Caleb and Joshua they all died in the
wilderness. Our hope is in God, and our trust should be
in Him at all times (Psa. 11G. 8).

Illustration. Aristotle, the great philosopher, once
-said, “Happiness is man’s greatest good.” When he came
to die he said, “I was born in sin. 1 have lived unhappily.
I die in doubt. Cause of causes, pity me!” This was an
unbeliever’s sad end. How different to Paul} who,
having fought the good fight, looked [orward to a crown
of righteousness (2 Tim. 4. 7, 8). The Christian has a
good present and a brighter future.
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JUDGMENT OF REBELS.

ReEAD Numbers 16.1-11,28-33. LeArRN Job 36. 18. Hints, God’s ruler, Psalm
2.6; Godsedlct Isaiah 45. 23; judgment, 1 Peler 4. 17.

INORDINATE ambition has been called the parent of envy,
the engineer of deceit. This is exemplified in the case of
the three rebellious men mentioned in the chapter before us.

Ambitious Rebellion. “Now Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram rose up against Moses” (v. 1). They blamed
Moses with taking too much upon him. Such a charge
was unfounded, and certainly was the ]ast thing that could
be said about God’s servant. The truth was Korah and
his companions were envious of Moses. Envy is the
author of murder. It was for envy the Jews in a later day
crucified the Saviour (Matt. 27. 18).

Shameless Falsehood. In verse 13 these evil men
represent Egypt as a land flowing with milk and honey.
Here we see the depravity of the human heart. Their
statement was a barefaced falsehood. We are reminded
that our blessed Saviour was falsely charged by the
descendants of the same people, and crucified on a Roman
gibbet {Matt. 26. 6G).

Tlmely Vindication. ‘“Lven to-morrow the Lord will
show” (v. 5). Instead of pleading his own cause
Moses wisely allowed the Lord to act for him. Again
Moses is a type of our Lord, of whom we read, “Who, when
He was reviled, reviled not again.” ILvil men crucified
our Lord, but God vindicated His cause by raising Him
from the dead (Rom. 1. 4).

Gracious Invitation. “The earth opened her mouth
and swallowed them up” (v. 32). Vengcance belongeth
to the Lord, and assuredly He will avenge wrong done to
any of His people. Yet He is the God of all grace, and
Moses gave the people the gracious opportunity of escaping
from judgment before the final stroke fell. The present
is God’s day of grace, but His righteous anger will ere long
break {orth on those who reject the Saviour (Heb. 2. 3).

Illustration. Napoleon’s inordinate ambition made
him the scourge of Europe and the desolater of his country.
He died in banishment, conquered, and a captive. “Truly
the expectation of the wicked shall be cut off” (Prov.10. 28).
Paul’s ambition was a commendable contrast, “To me
to live is Christ” (Phil. 1. 21). Alas, man thinks more
of his body than his soul, more of carth than of hecaven
(Mark 8. 30).
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HEAVEN'S STRAIT GATE.

Rean Luke 13, 24-35. LiarN Isaiah 32.2. Hints, A safo place, Psalin 57. 1,
82 7; oxposed, Revelatlon 6. 16, Jeremiah 23. 24.

INCREASED privileges always mean added responsibility,
and what is of first importance is not time, but.cternity.
AMen who think only of the present scene, to the exclusion
of a future eternity, are short-sighted indeed-

Sinners Alike. The Lord Jesus points out in this
chapter that the Jew, notwithstanding his many privileges,
was no better than the Gentile. They were equally sinners
with the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with
their sacrifices (v. 1). “There was no difference” (Rom.
3. 22). Jew and Gentile alike are sinners and both need a
Saviour (Rom. 5. 8).

Earnestness Needed. “Strive to enter in at the strait
gate” (v. 24). The word “strive” means literally to
“agonise,” the same as used about our Lord’s agony in the
garden (Luke 22. 44). Satan’s business is to hinder souls
from trusting the Saviour; our endeavour is to defeat him.
The enemy is mighty, but we have an almighty Saviour—
one who is able to save to the uttermost (Heb. 7. 25).

Judgment Delayed. “When once the master of the
house. .hath shut the door” (v. 25). The door of mercy is
open now, but it will shut one day. It will be an awful
calamity to be on the outside of a shut door to all eternity.
The “acceptable year” of grace will end. ‘“Enter, enter
NOW? (Luke 4. 19).

Mercy Despised. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,..ye ..
would not” (v. 34). The Pharisees, probably at the sug-
gestion of Herod, whose conscience doubtless troubled
him still on account of the murder of John the Baptist,
requested that the Lord “depart hence” (v. 31). DBut the
Lord moves on to Jerusalem, where He must die. Here
He utters a sob for His murderers, as He did at the Cross.
“Ye would not” are serious words. God saves no one against
his will (John 5. 40).

Illustration. A worldly-minded father, whose boy had
trusted the Saviour, remonstrated with the lad for be-
coming religious too early. IHe told him he should have
educated himseclf and got on in the world first belore
troubling with thesec matters. The lad replied that his
father’s advice differed from that ol the Bible, which is
“Sceek ye first the kingdom of God,’’ all carthly matters
are of secondary importance (Matt. G. 33).
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.
Three Great Themes.

. The Work of the Lamb,
. The Worth of the Lamb,
. The \Vrath of the Lamb,

Daily Things.
Bread, - Matt:6.11
. Cross, - - Luke9. 23
. Increase in church,

Acts 16. 5
. Searching of Scriptures,
Acts 17.11
. Dying, - 1 Cor.15.31
. Exhorting, -Heb. 10.25
. Watching,- - Prov.I_S.r34

- John 1. 29
- Rev. 5. 11

- Rev. 6. 16
HyP.

-

Things Concerning

Himself.
Psalm 135. 2-19.

1. The Presence of the Lord

2. The Possession of the Lord

3. The Pleasure of the Lord

4. The Power of the Lord

5. The Permanence of the
Lord

6. The Portion of the Laord

H.K.D.

About Believing.

. A Pointed Question—Dost

thou believe ? etc., John 9. 35

. A Plain Answer—I believe that Jesus Christ, etc.,Acts8.37

A Prolific Result-

Forgiveness (Acts 10. 43), Justifica-

tion (Acts 13. 39), Salvation (Rom. 10. 9), Sonship

(John 1. 12), Everlasting

Life (John 5. 24), The Holy

Spirit (John 7. 39), Full and Final Victory over Death

(John 11. 26).

G. H.

What the Bible Says About Jerusalem.
. Gop’s CENTRE—"' The Lord hath chosen Jerusalem

(Zech. 3. 2).

Man’'s centre is Rome.

God’'s centre

is “the city of the great King.”

away’’ (Rom. 11. 25).

GENTILE RuLED—Until “

fulfilled "’ (Luke 21. 24).
Until they shall say, * Blessed

the times of the Gentiles be
“ Until the veil be taken

is He that cometh "’ (Matt. 23. 39).

MosT TRAGIC SCENES will be enacted therein—"* Tread

them down like mire in the streets' (Isa. 10.6).

THE WORLD'S METROPOLIS of the future—'' Ten men

shall take hold . .. of the skirt of him that is a Jew,
saying, We will go with you'' (Zech. 8. 23).

everywhere (Zech. 14. 20,

CREATION'S GLORY forever—'' Holiness unto the Lord "

Ivl',

21).
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TALES WORTII TELLING.

Proof to the Egyptian.—A young Moslem, lcarning
English from the Bible, came to Luke 23. 34, and rcad,
‘‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’
Hassan closed the Book, and said, ‘‘He was the Son of
God. No one else would have prayed for his enemics.’’

A Little Boy who Beat Four Men.—Chaffed by four
of the older men in the work on account of his smallness of
stature, a lad quietly replied, ‘‘I can do something that
none of you four can do.’’ Interested, they pressed for
his reply. ‘‘I can keep from swearing.’’ ‘‘This is the
victory’’ (1 Thess. §. 4).

These Horny Hands.—An aged couple in the country
toiled late and soon to put their son through the University.
He stood at the top of the honours list. On reaching home
he took his aged father’s hands, and said, ‘‘All T am and
have won are through your toil and hard work. These
hands have made it possible for me to be what I am, and
their horniness is more precious to me than heaps of gold.’’
‘“These wounds in Thine hands’’ (Zech. 13. 6).

Comfort in a Cloud.—“Mary,’’ said I, “‘you must-have
very dark days; they must be overcome with clouds some-
times.’’ ‘“‘Yes,’’ said the dear old saint, ‘‘but then I
often find there’s comfort in a cloud.’’ ‘‘Comfort in a
cloud, Mary?’’ ‘“Yes. When I am very low and dark I
go to the window, and if I sce a heavy. cloud I think of
those precious words, ‘A cloud received Him out of their
sight’ (Acts 1. 9), and I look up and see the cloud sure
enough, and then I think: ‘Well, that may be the cloud
behind which my Saviour is {ound,’ so you see there is
comfort in a cloud.”’

““What Will You do with that Voice in Eternity ?"'—
Struck with the surpassing sweetness of the voice of a
young lady who sat near him, a servant of Christ inquired
whether she loved the Saviour and belonged to Him.
She carelessly replied,. ‘‘I am not a Christian, and so I
suppose that I do not love the Saviour.’”’ ‘‘Then, my dear
young friend,’’ said he, ‘‘what will you do with that
voice in Eteérnity? Shall it be spent in uttering the
wailings of thc lost for ever?’’ Ide said no more, but
turned and left her to her own reflections. Tt was the means
of her Salvation. ‘‘A word fitly spoken’’ (Prov. 25. 11).
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TRIALS OFF THE WAY.

TuosE trials which put our wisdom to confusion, thwart
our pride, and starve the lusts of the flesh, best hit and
cnable us to trust the living God. ILet us, then, not
suffer such trials to pass without making right usc of
them, giving thanks to God for them all.

ROBERT C. CHAPMAN.

e e ————————

WILLIAM COREN, a Devonshire Veterun.



THE PATH OF A PLAIN MAN.

It seems fitting at times to give a Bricf Record of brethren beloved who have done
yeomen service in a district, reminding us that God has planned ‘!to every man
his work, ' and whether our talents be one or five, our business is to do the will of
God from the heart, from first to last.—Ebp,

\/VM Coren, a well-known worker in Devonshire, was
converted at the age of fourteen under the preaching
of Mr. Gribble, an evangelist who in his day was much used
of God in the salvation of sinners of all grades in various
parts of North Devon. Among the many villages where
Mr. Gribble preached was one near the dwelling of our
friend, his mother and a friend of theirs being among the
earliest converts. Many other very striking conversions
followed, which were being talked of far and near.
'\Villiam had not attended the meetings, and vowed he
never would, but after a time he was induced by some
other boys togo. He stood behind the door, as far off from
the preacher as he'could get. The subject that night was
“The Lord Coming in Judgment on the Unsaved.” He
was there and then convicted of sin, and went home and
td bed, but not tosleep, fearing the Lord would come before
morning. How thankful he was to see the morning light.
A few days later he found peace in believing.

The Call to Preach. Some years after his conversion
William felt impressed the Lord would have him preach
the Gospel. He to6ld the Lord he would give anything if
He would release him from preaching, but the impression
still remained, and he often had to put his hand before
his mouth to prevent utterance. About this time he had
a badly sprained wrist, and could only with difficulty dress
himself. The day following he had to help in threshing
corn, his work being to bind the straw, if his sprained
wrist would permit. On retiring to bed that night he asked
as a sign from the Lord if He would have him preach that
He would restore his wrist by the morning. When the
morning came his wrist was perfectly restored, and from
that day he never had a doubt as to his being called to
preach.

Used of God. Soon after this he began to preach in a
cottage. He was not what people called learned, neither
had he any great store of head knowledge, but he could
Tead the Bible, and this he did to good purpose, after the
manner of Jeremiah 15. 16 and Ezckiel 3. 1-3. The Word
was read, meditated on, digested, and assimilated, and it
became Spirit and Life in him (John 6. 63), and it flowed
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William Coren, a Devonshire Veteran.

out in river-like fulness (John 7. 37-39), not in word only,
but “in power and in the Holy Ghost” (1 Thess. 1. 5).
Such’ was the manifested power of the Holy Ghost among
them at that time that rarely was there a Lord’s day with-
out one or more conversions. He said he often went to the
meetings in such conscious weakness and emptiness that
he wished he had not to take the meeting, but before he
had finished giving out the first hymn both he and most in
the meeting would be in a flood of tears. It is not to be
wondered at that some of the very roughest in the neigh-
bourhood were saved at that time.

The Secret of Blessing. During this time of wonderful
blessing there was a secret not seen by man. Qur brother
rose at midnight and walked the meadow in communion
and prayer with God for souls, and his mother and the other
early converts spoken of before, after the meetings, walked
hours between their two homes in communion with each
other and prayer to God for souls.

Always Abounding. Like Gaius (3 John 5. 8), our
brother ever kept an open house to entertain the Lord’s
people, and no unsaved person caine without being spoken
to about his soul in a loving way, giving no offence.

Some sporting gentlemen who came yearly shooting on
the estate took luncheon at the cottage, to whom the
Gospel was preached, and though not always palatable to
them, it was done in such a way that they could not well
be angry at the humble messenger or his message.

He sowed beside all waters, and his sowing was that of
Psalm 126. 5,6. He scarcely ever preached without tears.
On one occasion he rose in a meeting to speak {rom Isaiah
55, and he lingered with tears over the first word “Ho”
more than half an hour, describing the intense desire God
has of gaining our interest in the rich provision His grace
has made for our present and eternal blessing. He loved
to hear and speak of the Lord’s Coming again. That was
his subject about the last time he spoke in the meeting, and
his last farewell word to his beloved daughter was, “Be
sure you keep the resurrection morning in view.”

The Preaching Place. Thecottagein which he preached
so many years, at first had two rooms downstairs and two
above. The two under rooms were made into one, and onc
over was taken away and the other served as a gallery.
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One Who was Always Abounding.

Here the people crowded together, and the Gospel was
prcached with much blessing. The premises having been
sold some years ago, the cottage had to be given up, which
led to the building of the present hall near by. the old
cottage, for which our brother was mainly responsible, as
also for a similar hall in another village. He also took
great interest in building a third hall, in each of which a
Gospel meeting is still sustained, and for many years, as
long as he was able, he took his part with others in sup-
porting a Gospel testimony in several villages round about,
and his ministry was always very acceptable at the various
fellowship meetings which he used generally to attend.
His Course Finished. After long years of service he
was called Home from Roch, near Crediton, on 13th
November, 1914, at theage of 88. Hisgodly life and closing
days may be well summed up in the language of Philip-
pians 1. 21-24. His well worn earthly tabernacle rests in
hope in the little graveyard adjoining the room where he
so many years preached the Gospel he loved so well of
Christ and Him crucified, risen and glorified, and His soon
Coming again. “And he being dead yet speaketh” L.D.

THOUGHTS FOR TEACHERS.
Collected from Gatherings of Workers and other sources by J. G.
GOD in the riches of His boundless grace crowns the,
thankless with most tender mercies (Exod. 16. 4).

They who would see grace in its fullest extent must
trace it in redemption’s plan (Rom. 5. 8).

He who would have life must pass beyond the written
\Word to the living Lord Himself (John 5. 26).

Think not of undisturbed repose until the flesh be dropped.
Despise not the scourge, it has a teaching voice (Rom. 7. 18).

Christ's highest station on earth was in humility’s deep
vale. His meekness was His majesty, His abasement was
His glory (Matt. 11. 29).

Christ not diffused is Christ misused. Treasure is not
enjoyed till it is well employed. ke is most rich who
most enriches others (Heb. 13. 16).

Sin cannot enter God's presénce, and thercfore he who
would save a soul from sin must give the offering of a

sinless sotil. Our blessed Lord alone answered this
condition (2 Cor. 5. 21).
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HANDFULS OF HELP.

One with Himself.

Quickened together with Christ, - - Eph. 2. 5
Raised up together, - - - - - »y 2.6
Made sit together, - - - - - 5 2.6
Glorified together-. .. with the glory that
shall be revealed, - - Rom. 8. 17,18; John 17. 22
On Hope.

Until the day break,and the shadows flee away, Cant. 2. 17

2. Looking for that blessed hope, and the

o
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appearing of the great God and our

Saviour Jesus Christ, - - - - Titus 2. 13
A hope laid up for us in heaven, - - - Col'r. s
Which hope we have as an anchor of the

soul; both sure and stedfast; and that

entereth intc that within the veil, - - Heb. 6. 19
A lively [living] hope - - - - - 1Peter1.3
On which we may lay hold, - - - Heb. 6. 18
The hope of eternal life through ]ustlﬁcatlon

by Jesus Christ, - - Titus 3. 7
If we hope for that we see not; then do we

with patience wait for it, - - - Rom. 8. 25
In the meantime—Christ in you the hope

of glory, - - - - - - Col. 1. 27
Our expectation is from Him, - - - Psa. 62. 5

The Blessing in Numbers 6. 24-20.
BLESSING INVOKED.

The Lord bless thee, - - - - Verse 24
And keep thee, - - - - - . 24
The Lord make His face shme upon thee, ., 25
And be gracious unto thee, - - - » 25
The Lord lift up His countenance upon

thee, - - - - yy 26
And give thee peace, - - - - - y 20

BLESSING PROMISED.

In blessing I will bless thee, - - - Gen. 22. 17
I also will keep thee, - - - - - Rev. 3. 10
I will joy over My people, - - - - Isa. 65. 19
I will be gracxous - - - LEx. 33.19
I will rejoice over them . w1th My whole soul ]er 32. 41
My peace I give, - - - John 14. 27

The blessing of the Lord it maketh rich; and he
addeth no sorrow with it (Prov. 10. 22)
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WE SHALL ALL BE CHANGED.

EVERY butterﬂy begins lilc as a.grub, then it becomes

‘chrysalis,” and in its third and last stage it de-
velops into a full-blown butterfly. But, nevertheless, even
in its most incipient state it contains within itself all the
elements of its future form and wonderful beauty. The
grub is as unlike the butterfly as any two things can be,
yet, mystery of mysteries, the grub actually becomes a
butterfly.

Now we commence our human life as sinners, and we are
as unlike God as anything can well be, yet, by the action
of Hisalmighty, regenerating grace upon our souls we, too,
will pass out of our grub or sinner state into our chrysalld
or regenerated state, and last of all into our butterfly or
glorified state. This is divine evolution, the evolution of
the soul from sin to holiness, and the evolution of the body
from the image of the earthly to the image of the heavenly.
The apostle had all this clearly revealed to him in
1 Corinthians 15, where he- uses five different expressions
to describe this change of bodyv.

1. The fterrestrial must be changed into the celestial.

2. The natural must give place to the spiritual.

3. The earthly must make way for the heavenly.

4. The corruptible must change into the #ncorruptible.

5. The mortal must put on the immortal.

Although this change will be instant, thorough, and
eternal, yet such is the power of God that it will take place
in the twinkling of an eye. T. B.

THE SONG OF THE BRIDE.

I HAVE a letter from my Lord,
He says He’ll soon be here;

It stirs my heart to think of it,
The bridal day’s so mear.

I gird my loins, and trim my lamps,
And keep my dwelling clean,

I would not have Him think of me
That I have careless been.

I’'m happy now in Jesus’ smile,
Yet feel I lack a part;

It will be so till once He comes,
The loved one of my heart.
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The Song of the Bride.

His gentle voice once spake on earth,
And told out matchless love;

How sweet to think it speaks the same
Irom God'’s right hand above.

I ne’er can see His like below
Till once He comes again;

And in the interval I'll live
To keep alive His Name.

Such presents He has sent to me,
Through His trustworthy guide,

That all the much-prized gems of earth
Seem lustreless beside.

Arrayed in these I stand and wait,
Though patience be tried sore,

To catch the music of His foot
As He comes to my door.

Henceforth, vain world, we part for aye,
I court no more thy fame;

Ye crucified my Lord lorig since,
And still you do the same.

If in the past I've followed thee,
And coveted thy smile,

The Cross must now my glory be
Throughout the little while.

Let others fight for wealth and place,
Or aught earth can afford;

Poor souls, I leave them to their race,
And look out for my Lord.

Just now when hearts are filled with doubt,
And all kinds of alarms,

A well-known voice speaks out the storm,
‘““You'll soorr be in Mine arms.’’

The night’s far spent, the morning breaks,
My watch is almost past;
I’'ll dry my tears, heave no more sighs,
For Jesus comes at last
To take IHis stranger bride away
To mansions bright and fair;
The trumpet sounds, and, lo! I'm off
To meet Him in the air,
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BLESSED IN CIHRIST.

’I‘HE centre of the cternal purpose of God. Christ is not
only the source from which spiritual blessings flow,

but the only centre in which they can be enjoyed. It is

“in Him a new creation” that the IFather’s delight rests.

The Place Above (Eph. 1. 1-12). His last message of
good cheer stated, “I have overcome the world” (John
16. 33), and it is outside and above its authority and
supplies that we are seated to-day. Allspiritual blessings,
everything that pertains to life and godliness (2 Peter
1. 3), are free to the Christian in our blessed Lord, and no
power on earth can rob us of these blessings if we abide in
Christ. Made nigh by His Blood; by Him having access
to the FFather (Eph. 2. 13-18).

The Power Thereof (Rom. 8. 26-31). The Lord Jesus
brought His Godhead down to our humanity in incarna-
tion, but in resurrection He has carried our humanity into
the presence of God. Now members of His body, the life
of the Head is the life of every individual part of that
body. The place where He is 1s the sanctuary of our
worship and communion, and by His Spirit in us we enjoy
the conscious blessing of sons of God.

The Present Grace (2 Cor. 9. 1-8). “Having 4all
sufficiency in all things” is the power and purpose of God
toward us. The spiritual equipment of the Christian,
whether for warfare (Eph. 6. 11), service (2 Cor. 9. 8),
thanksgiving (2 Cor. 9. 12), or trial (2 Cor. 12. 9) is com-
plete. With Christ, God has freely given us all things,
but the sufficiency His grace provides is for His glory and
honour, and should return to Him in thankoffering and
good works (Rom. 8. 32; 2 Cor. 9. 15).

The Future Promise (1 John 3. 1-3). Co-relative with
our present blessing with Christ and assured to us as a
result of our kinship with Him is the “incorruptible in-
heritance” (1 Peter I. 4). Presently the sons follow in
the pathway of the “Etermal Son,” suffering temptation
and reproach, but sharing with Him the spiritual bless-
ings. The blessings of the believer are conditioned by
loyalty to, and dependence upon, our Lord. Occupation
with Him is the only safeguard to prevent the Christian
from squandering his birthright. When He shall appcar
we shall be mdnifested with IHim, and shall then enter
into that heritage of glory (Col. 3. 1). J. 1.
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LESSONS FROM THREE LETTERS.

LESSONS short, simple, and Scriptural are more and
more In demand in these days of pressure and
brevity. Here is a lesson with 3 letters, from which I seek

to give 3 lessons, which I hope will long be remembered.
What-do these 3 spell?

Open all Bibles at Psalm 67. 6 and you
mmm will find a text seldom quoted, “God,
even our OWN God, shall bless us.”

The most precious thing we can.say about father, mother,
home, country, or anything dear, is that it is “our very
owN.” The jewel treasures of the Shah of Persia were
valued at 7glO 000,000. Wahat use are they to you, seeing
they are not “your own?” The crown of Britain’s ng
contams a jewel of immense wealth, but it is ‘‘his,’
not “yours.” Many can say Jesus is a great Sav1our
a kind Saviour, a mighty Saviour. Some can say * Jesus
is my owN Saviour.” Is He your oOWN? Let me change
the letters, and we have

Bibles again to Proverbs 18.19. (Vo
mmm is first?) ‘‘Abrother offended is harder
to be WON than a strong city.” Had

Paul that in his mind when he said, “That I may wiIN
Christ ?”” (Phil. 3. 8). First you simply accept the Lord
Jesus Christ as your owN and become a son of God (John
1. 12), then you endeavour to follow in His steps. “So
run that ye may obtain” (1 Cor. 9. 24), not life, for you
must have that to run, but “the prize” to be woxN at last.
Seek to be a prizeman on that Day! Change the 3 letters
once more, and we have

Turn to the New Testament, 2 Corin-
mmm thians 6. 2. “Behold, NOW is the ac-
cepted time.” You cannot change the

letters to make YESTERDAY or even TO-MORROW. Like
the great clock of Time they echo only one sound, Now-
NOW! Now is the time to be saved by simple faith. Now
is the time to make God your owN God. Now is the time
to set out if the prize is to be woN. Now is the Day of
Salvation, cre the long, long Eternity of hopeless despalr
dawns upon those who have neglected “so great Salvation”
(Heb. 2. 3). All bow, and let each quietly answer this
question: “Shall I accept the Lord Jesus Now, make Him
my very OWN Saviour, and so be woON by Him P 1yP.

45



FACTS ABOUT TRACTS.

Two Cases have recently come to our notice of blessing
upon service open to anyone with a heart for Christ and souls.
A text of Scripture pasted on a large stone by the roadside
arrested the attention of a woman, and was used to her con-
version. In another village we met the village postman, and
handed him a /ract, which he gave'to a neighbour. It was the
means of blessing to the neighbour. Alex. Marshall’s book-
let, God’s Way of Salvation, has been much used in bringing
into peace awakened souls,and we suggest that a few hundred
of these and AHerald of Salvation, distributed in the dark
villages will surely bear fruit.—F. A. GLOVER, Burnham, Som.

A Factory Hand writes: ‘I was arrested when a godless
young man of twenty by that one word, ¢ Lternity.’ It was
the title of a booklet handed me by a fellow-worker in the
factory, and as I read it I became deeply concerned about my
soul’s condition, and where I would spend that Eternity. I
had no rest, no peace after that, till I came as a sinner to Jesus
the Swnour, and was saved by Hlm alone.”

Two from One Book.—On the evening of \Wednesday,
8th September, 1909, a tract distributor was handing a copy
of God's Way of Salvation to a man at an open-air meeting at
Gorbals Cross, Glasgow. The man, who was a Christian,
took the copy kmdly, and said to the tract distributor, ¢ Last
October you gave me a copy of that little booklet, which I
handed to a young woman in our work with a request that she
should read and return it to me. She read the book, and
believed the Gospel. The booklet was thereafter given to
another young woman in the same work, with the result that
she also rejoices in the knowledge of sins forgiven.”

Thirty in one Family.—LEarly in 1819, while waiting to
see a patient, a young physician in New York took up and
read 4 Zract on. Missions, which lay in the room where he sat.
On reaching home he spoke to his wife of the question that
had arisen in his mind. As a result they set out for Ceylon,
and later for India, as foreign missionaries. For thirty years
the wife, and for thirty-six years the husband, laboured among
the heathen, and then went to their reward. Apart from what
they did directly as missionaries, they left behind them seven
sons and two daughters. Each of these sons married, and
with their wives and two sisters gave themselves to the same
mission work. Already several grandchildren of the first
missionary have become missionaries in India; and thus far
thirty of that family—the Scudders—have given five hundred
and twenty-nine years to Indian missions. Fruit of one tract.
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THE SERPENT OF BRASS.

Resp Num. 21. 1-9. Leary John 3. 14, 15. Hinsts, The trouble, Rom. 5. 12;
the cry, Rom. 7. 24; the cure, Isa. 45. 22; our object, John 1. 29.

IEVER a favourite, the story of the serpent of brass makes
a splendid Gospel subject for old and young alike.

Enemy Opposition. “King Arad the Canaanite .
fought against Israel” (v. 1). Israel’s enemies opposed
their progress'towards the promised land. This is what was
to be expected. It has been said that no man ever worked
his passage anywhere in a dead calm. Israel wisely turned
to God, and He delivered them out of the hands of their
enemies. Althoughbeset with enemies within and without,
the Christian’s hope is in God, who is more than a match for
all opposition (Rom. 8. 31).

Sinful Murmuring. ‘“The people were much dis-
couraged” (v. 4). They were disappointed at finding
themselves so near Canaan without being allowed to enter
it. It seemed hard to turn their.backs again on the pro-
mised land. The people became depressed,and commenced
to murmur against God and Moses (v. 5§). They acted as
i{ God was their worst enemy instead of their best Friend.
Many people treat God’s Son in the same way to-day,
refusing to accept Him as their Saviour and Friend
(Luke 23. 18).

Righteous Retribution. “The Lord sent fiery ser-
pents, . . . and much people of Israel died” (v. 6). Sin
brings its own punishment. Whatever we sow we shall
reap. It is said that the wicked commit sin without re-
compense, but not without remorse. The wages of sin is
death, and but for divine interposition the sinner would
die eternally (Rom. 6. 23).

-Divine Healing. ‘“Make thee a fiery serpent, and set
it upon a pole” (v. 8). In John 3. 14, 15 we have the full
explanation of this type. The bitten, dying people were
to look for healing, not at Moses, not to their wounds, but
to the serpent on the pole. Every perishing sinner is com-
mandéd to look away to Jesus on the Cross and get ever-
lasting life. “Look and live” (Isa. 45. 22).

Illustration. John Wesley, who had laboured for the
Lord for close on sixty years, said when dying “Wliat
have I to trust for salvation? I have nothing but this:
I the chief of sinners am, but Jesus died for me.” This is
the only sure foundation for the soul, and they only are safe
who build thercon for eternity (1 Tim. 1. 15).
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THE FALSE PRETENDER.

Reap Num. 23.7-24. Learx Rom. 8. 34, HinTts, Blessed of God, Psa. 2. 12, 89. 15,
Eph. 1. 3; no curse, Rom. 8. 1, Gal. 3. 13, Roin. 8. 33.

GoD having delivered His people from the curse of sin by
the death of the Christ, vain is the effort of the enemy of
souls to accomplish their ruin (Rom. 8. 1).

Satan’'s Object. “XKing Balak and his people saw all
that Israel did to the Amorites” (Num: 22. 2-4). Afraid
that the Israelites would accomplish the ruin of his people,
Balak, the deceiver, attempted to put enmity between
God and His people the Israelites. This is the work of
Satan to-day. He cannot rob the Christian of his salvation,
but he does his utmost to spoil his testimony before men.

Worldly Gain. “The elders of Moab . . . came unto
Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak” (v. 7).
Balaam, son of Beor of Pethor of 'Mesopotamia, evidently
had a reputation as a seer or priest of great ability, but he
could be “hired” (Deut. 23. 4). Balaam loved money,
and for reward and honour he is prepared to become the
tool of Balak against God’s people. There are many
to-day bartering their soul for worldly gain (1 Tim. 6. 10).

God’s People. “Come, therefore, I pray thee, curse
me this people” (v. 17). So said Balak the eriemy, who
was willing to spend money, and do anything that a blight
might fall on God’s people. God’s people ever have a
great enemy (1 Peter 5. 8). But “God hath not cursed”
(v. 8). Balaam knew that he could do naught but by the
Spirit of God, and that he must speak standing by the altar
and sacrifice, which tell of redemption for a sinful people.
All our blessings come from the Cross, and Satan’s futile
rage cannot reverse it (Rom. 8. 31-34)..

Balaam's Desire. We learn from Numbers 23. 10 that
although in life he was a deceiver, yet his desire was to
die like the righteous (Psa. 116. 15). Many would like
to die like Christians who will not be Christians in life.
“My last end,” that is, my eternal portion, for death is not
the final end of any (see Matt. 25. 34-4G). Generally
speaking, as a man lives, so he dies, and his relation to
Christ at deathdetermines hiseternal destiny (Matt.22. 42).

Illustration. Alexander being asked why he did not
gather money and lay it up in a public treasury, replied,
“LFor fear lest being keeper thereof I should be infected
and corrupted.” Money is a uselul servant, but a bad
master Acts 8. 20).
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THE DEATH OFF MOSES.

ReEap Decut. 34. 1-12. Learn Psa. 37. 37. Hints, Ready to go, Luke 2. 29,
2 Tim. 4. 6; put to sleep, 1 Thess. 4. 14; awaking, Psa. 17. 15.

Moses, God’s most honoured servant, after lecading the
Israelites for forty years was prevented entering the
promised land. Before his death, however, God'graciously
grantéd him a view of the land from Mount Nebo.

Moses’ Death. “So Moses died” (v.5). Death is like
a postman who knocks alike at the door of rich and poor.
Men shirk many'an appointment, but this is one which
must be kept (Heb. 9. 27). For the Christian death opens
the way to eternal bliss; but for the unconverted it leads
him to eternal night (Matt. 25. 46). Moses had walked
with God during a long life, and now he was going to change
his place, but not his company (Luke 23. 43).

His Burial. “God buried him” (v. §). No one but
God knows the grave of Moses. This doubtless was a wise
arrangement ; as men might have held that sepulchre in
superstitious veneration, and perhaps have worshipped
Moses’ grave instead of Moses’ God. It is sufficient that
God knows where the dust of His honoured servant lies.
There is a day coming when the precious dust of all His
saints will be raised again (1 Thess. 4..16).

His Record. “There arose not a prophet since in Israel
like unto Moses” (v. 10). God’s biographies are true.
He commends the right and condemns the wrong. At the
judgment seat of Christ the Christian will be rewarded for
what he has done for Christ (1 Cor. 3. 14). The unbeliever
will stand before the Great White Throne where there will
beno mercy (Rev. 20. 12).

His Successor. ‘‘Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of
the spirit of wisdom™ (v.’9). God made provision for His
people after Moses was taken away. The Spirit which was
in Moses was imparted to Joshua to carry on the work.
“He removes His workers, but carries on His work.” Now
that our Lord has gone on high the Holy Spirit is here
carrying on His blessed work of convincing of sin, of
righteousness.and judgment (John 16. 8).

Illustration. Rabbi Eliezer said, “Turn to God one
day before your death.”” His followers said, “How can a
man know the day of his death?” He answered, “There-
fore you should turn to God to-day; perhaps you may
die to-morrow.” In a lost cternity there wjll be many
procrastinations (Amos 4. 12).
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THE LOWLY SERVANT.

REeAD John 13.1-17. Lcarn Mark10. 45. Hixts, Selected, Isa. 43. 10; voluntary,
Exod. 21. §; prosperous, lsa. 52, 13; exalted, Phil. 2. 9.

OuR blessed Lord was ever the humble and untiring
Servant of His people.

The Saviour’s Love. “Having loved His own which
were in the world, He loved them unto the end” (v. 1).
His love for His people is from everlasting to everlasting
(Psa. 103. 17). He proved His love by dying for them on
the Cross.(Gal. 2.-20), and He -manifests His love for them
presently by His intercessory work on their behalf at God’s
right hand (1 John 2.1).

His Lowly Grace. “He riseth from supper, . . . and
began to wash the disciples’ feet” (vv. 4, 5). With a full
knowledge of His divine origin and destiny (v. 3), the
Lord laid aside His garments—a very significant act (Phil.
2. 7)—He took a towel (a servant’s utensil), and girded
Himself (an.active servant’s act), and poured water in a
basin (a servant’s duty), and began to wash (a lowly ser-
vant’s work) the disciples’ feet. Ifor our sakes He humbled
Himself further (see Phil. 2. 8).

His Complete Salvation. ‘“Thou shalt never wash my
feet” (v. 8). Peter resists the Lord’s proffered service. On
the Lord pointing out to him that it is only as we are so
cleansed we can have part with Him (v.8), Peter falls into
another mistake. ‘“Not my feet only, but also my hands
and my head” (v.9). The Lord’s reply is significant. “He
that is batied needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean
every whit”’ (v.10). The “washing of regeneration,” which
is effected in new birth, never requires to be repeated, but
our walk and ways require cleansing by the Spirit through
the Word (Eph. 5. 26).

His Perfect Example. “] have given you an example”
(v. 15). Pride is natural to the human heart, and is re-
sponsible for keeping many out of the kingdom. Then,
again, Christ in His humble service is an Example to His
disciples. Humility and unselfishness characterise the life
of the Lord Jesus, and these two virtues should be
manifested in the lives of His followers (Matt. 27. 42).

Illustration. Augustine being‘asked, “What is the
first thing in religion?” replied, “Humility 1” ‘“And what
the second?” “Humility I” “And what the third?”
“Humility L” No man without humility will ever seck the
Saviour.
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THE ANCHOR OF TRUST.
/ COMMENCE by draw-

ing the figure of an
anchor gripping a rock,
and explain the use of it.
‘Three points may be well
dweltupon: I. Theanchor
must be cast OUTSIDE the
ship; so the sinner must
trust only Christ. A
question might be asked,
“What shall I trust?”
and the words *“ Works?”
“ Prayers ?” * Tears?”
“ Religion 77”7 might be
written under the word
“Trust” on the sheet.
Then show that all these
are useless to trust to.
II. Ah anchor MUST GrIP
SOMETHING FIRM. Illus-
strate, laying hold of the
Rock Christ. III. It
must have A STRONG AND TESTED CHAIN. All anchor chains
are very carefully tested before being sent out, because of the
great things depending on their strength. God s anchor chain
1s made of promises a// tested, every link tried and proved.
The sailor casts his anchor a’own we cast ours #p on to
the Throne of God.

Workers living near a coast town or fishing village could
easily get the loan of A SMALL ANCHOR, and either speak from
it, or have cards with words as above written thereon and hang
these cards on to the anchor. Acrostics could also be made on
the word A-N-C-H-O R, or on the word T-R-U-S-T. This
lesson lends itself to a variety of styles.

There are some interesting anchors at Portsmouth. In one
yard there are hundreds of them—old, rusty, and useless.
Contrast the Gospel—never grows old. Then there is the
anchor of “The Victory,” Nelson’s ship, which stands on a
pedestal on the sen front. Under it is writ en, ‘‘ Ready, aye
ready.” Christ is ready, salvation is ready, &c. Iix home
the lesson by asking the children if they are ready to come to
Christ at once and TRUST. “Trust ye in the Lord for ever,
for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting strength.” — w. &, w.
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TALES WORTH 'FELLING.

Strife between Text and Sermon.—The following
lines are said to have been spoken extempore on a some-
what long and drowsy sermon from the text, ““Watch and
pray, that ye enter not into temptation’’ (Matt. 26. 41):

‘* By the preacher perplext
How shall we determine ?
* Watch and pray,’ says the text;
‘Go to sleep,’ says the sermon.’’

His Mother’s Version.—A young man, after hearin
a discussion as to the Authorised, Revised, and other
versions' of the Bible, declared, ‘‘I prefer my mother’s
version to any other. She has translated it into the
language of daily life for me ever since I was old enough to
understand it. There has never been any obscurity about
her version.’’ All Christians should be ‘‘epistles of
Christ’’ (2 Cor. 3. 3).

How He Beat the Infidel.—An dtheist sent a young
man a parcel of infidel literature, advising him to read
it in preference to the Bible. His reply could not be
excelled. He wrote: ‘‘Dear Sir,—If you have anything
better than the Sermon on the Mount, the Parable of the
Prodigal Son, and that of the -Good Samaritan, or if you
have any code -of morals better than the Ten Command-
ments, or anything more consoling and beautiful than the
twenty-third Psalm, or, on the whole, anything that will
throw more light on the future and reveal to me a Father
more merciful and kind than the New Testament, send it
along.’”” The Bible, ‘‘none like it’’ (1 Sam. 21.9).

The Practical Christian.—D. L. Moody met a man
in the inquiry room with the question, ‘‘Are you a Chris-
tian?’’ The man replied, ‘‘I am a practical Christian."’’
““Ah,’’ said Mr. Moody, ‘‘a practical Christian. When
were you converted?’’ ‘‘I never was converted. I don’t
believe in such stuff.’”’ ‘‘But the Bible says you must be
born again’’ (John 3. 3), replied Mr. Moody. ‘‘I don’t
know anything about that. I don’t believe the Bible.”’
‘“Don’t believe the Bible, and yet call yourself a practical
Christian?’’ said Mr. Moody. ‘‘Do you believe Webster’s
dictionary?’’ ‘‘Yes,’’ said the man, ‘‘I believe in Web-
ster’s dictionary.’’ ‘‘Well, Webster says that a man who
don’t believe the Bible is an infidel. You had better call
yourself by your right name’’ (2 Cor. 6. 15). 1yr.
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MY LIFE.

My life is but a weaving
Between my Lord and me;
I cannot choose the colours,
He worketh steadily.
TFull oft He weaveth sorrow,
And I in foolish pride
TForget He sees the upper
And I the under side.—Selected .

J—._'l'lrU"l:LEiliNSTONEY. one of the ‘*Early Brethren.'’




JAMES BUTLER STONEY.

JAMES BUTLER STONEY was born -<at Portland,

Co. Tipperary,.on 13th May, 1814. His father was a
strict Puritan and his mother (nee Butler) equally strict
from a different point of view. Her four sons remarkably
answered to her culture in mind, in address, and in manner
of life. They had private tutors, and lived in a country
home, with only country pursuits and pleasures.

J.B.S. entered Trinity College, Dublin, at fifteen,
taking his place at 70 out of 92. At nineteen he was Senior
Ireshman and well up in Classics and Law. His first
religious impression was as a boy, when the Rev. Baker
Stoney, Rector of Castlebar, the friend and fellow-worker
with Mr, Nangle of Achill, came to ‘Portland.- At family
prayers he read Acts 9, ‘and dwelt on, the fact-that God’s
salvation was so great that He could send a “ light qut of
Heaven* to arrest one soul, and in that light was seen a
Saviour in the glory of God for a man on earth who was
stamping out His Name from the earth. He saw that just
One and heard the voice of His mouth (Acts 22.and 26).

The youthful mind i1s “wax to receive and marble to
retain,® and "he never lost the sense of the revelation in
Christ of the “kindness and love to man (philanthropy) of
our Saviour God’*(Titus3.4). But the ambitions and joys
of youth left little room for 'serious thought. He was
eagerly following his studies for the Bar; all his prospects
in life depended on his success at the Bar.

In 1831 men were dying of cholera all around in Dublin.
He was suddenly taken1ill, and his first thought was,“How
can I meet a holy God?” The agony of his soul was worse
than that of the body. He rang {or his servant to go for the
doctor. “Thomas I am afraid T am dying.’’ “Surely
you are, sir,” said Thomas. Alone he threw himself on
his [ace, ‘and cried to the God he had heard of as a boy, who
could receive the chief of sinners because the “Crucified
One” was. at His right hand. When the doctor camec he
was exhausted and appcared dying, but quite calm he s:ud

“Jesus will have me. Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
A long slecp restored him, and he was soon able to return
to his studics. But he had been “born again,” born for a
new world, new hopes, new life. “No more law [or me,”
hesaid. “[’ll bea witness (a martyr testimony) to grace,”
the grace that could only be revealed from glory for sinners.
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J. B. Stoney, one of the ‘¢Early Brethren.’’

He joined the Divinity Class at Trinity College, Dublin,
where there were really good men at that time, but he had
to wait nearly four years. He could not be ordained until
he was twenty-four years of age. His family were very
angry ; his uncle would have nothing more to do with him;
his fine talents and opportunities thrown away for a
curate’s pay!

But during those four years he was studying the Scrip-
tures with all the earnestness of a soul that had learmed
that unseen things are for eternity, the seen things of this
life passing away. As hestudied the Epistles he found that
the “gifts” for ministry in the Church of God were given
directly from the Ascended Man to each one, so that by
Christ’s own appointment one became an evangelist or a
teacher, etc. (Eph. 4). He would not wait for a curacy;
he would go out at once into the highways and hedges and
invite sinners to come to God’s great salvation: “Come,
for all things are ready.” The man under judgment, every
man of Adam’s race, is removed in judgment by the Cross.
The One who bore your sins in His own body on the tree
is now in the glory of God, that was.his testimony. It
took souls out of the place of judgment and out of the man
under judgment, and put them by faith in the Risen Man
at God’s right, in the place before the IFFather, and also in
His place in this world, which crucified Him. This putls
us in the narrow way, and few there be that find it.

He wrote a little book called “Discipline in the School
of God,” dealing with the Old Testament characters, and
contributed to several periodicals. He spoke somewhere
every day and travelled much. A fervent, impressive
speaker, he anxiously avoided anything like eloquence,
feeling that the Spirit of God was the only power for
holy things.

J.B.S. died on 1st May, 1897, just before his eighty-
second birthday. God was his exceeding joy to the end—
while telling of Him he gently fell asleep. He rejoiced to

say . ‘“'Tis the treasure I found in His love
That has made me a pilgrim below.

IN Christ is all T need [or strength, for vigour, and f[or
joy of heart. The more we crave, the more we get. The
more we get, (he more we crave (John 4. 14).
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PLAIN ANSWERS TO PROPHETIC QUESTIONS.

1. Is a second and personal return of our Lord
taught in the Bible?—Yes. It is a truth interwoven in
the very texture of the whole Word of God. Hundreds of
passages speak of it. Whole books treat of it, as Isaiah
and, generally, the Prophets; it also occupiesa considerable
portion of the book of Psalms. Inthe New Testament, the
Thessalonian Epistles, and the Revelation especially, are
full of it. Compare two distinguishing portions, Zechariah
14 and 1 Thessalonians 4.

2. Does the Lord not come at the great and final
Judgment of Revelation 20. 11-15?—No. Read the
passage carefully, and you will see that there is neither
a coming by Him nor a going by us; further, that the final
judgment is one which comtemplates the wicked only, and
takes place after a thousand years’ Millennial reign and
in eternity (v. 11).

3. When will the Lord return from Heaven’—We
cannot say, as neither time nor season have been revealed
(1 Thess. 5. 1) ; while the day and hour are alone known to
the Father (Mark 13. 32). We cannot fix an approximate
date, and utterly reject speculation and guess work.

4. Why is the date of the Lord’s return withheld ?—
That as Christians we might be found momentarily wazéing,
watching, looking for Him to come, and also trimming our
lamps (1 Thess. 1. 10; Luke 12. 35-44; Matt. 24. 42-44).

5. What is the first object in the Lord’s Personal’
Return?—To translate all true believers to His Father’s
house (John 14. 2, 3), and from thence to the Kingdom
and its glory.

6. Is the Coming referred to in Zechariah 14.4, 5
the same thing as in 1 Thessalonians 4. 15-17?—No.
The coming or presence of the Lord is a general term.
The comings in these texts are at different times, for
different purposes, and to different places. The prophet’s
reference is to the descent of the Lord to the literal Mount
Olivet, for the deliverance of the Jews, and accompanied
with all His heavenly saints. The apostle’s reference is to
the descent to the literal air, to receive all real believers
who shall be caught up in the clouds to meet Him. This
latter event is one prior to the other. DBefore He could
come with (Zech. 14) it is evident He must first come for
His saints (1 Thess. 4). “Coming” is applicd to both.
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Plain Answers to Prophetic Questions.

7. Where is the truth of the Lord’s Return for His
people taught in the Old Testament /—There is no hint
of it in the Old Testament that we are aware of. The
translation of all believers to Heaven is a New Testament
truth, and one of special revelation. “Behold, 1 show you
a mystery” (1 Cor. 15. 51; 1 Thess. 4. 15).

8. Where is this special aspect of the Coming first
taught’—In John 14. 3: “I come again, and receive you
unto Myself.”

9. Where are we furnished with Details of this
Event?—In 1 Corinthians 15, but more fully in 1 Thes-
salonians 4. 13-17. |

10. What will be the Order of Events?—I4rst, the
Lord shall descend from Heaven with a shout to wake up
His saints. Seccond, ‘““the dead in Christ shall rise first,’’
7.e., before the living believers are changed. Third, all
saints alive on the earth at that moment shall, with the
raised dead, be changed into the physicaland moral likeness
of Christ (Phil. 3. 21; 1 John 3. 2). Fourth, both classes
shall be caught up together in the clouds—mode of
conveyance. ZIifth, the meeting or trysting-place between
the Lord and His saints is the air. But all shall be
accomplished in the “twinkling of an eye.”

11. Who are embraced in the expression ‘“The
dead in Christ?”—All the righteous dead from the days
of Adam—all who belong to Christ (1 Cor. 15. 23).

12. Who are embraced in the expression ‘“The
First Resurrection ?’>—AI1l true believers who have died,
or will die, at any time. “The first resurrection” began
with Christ (1 Cor. 15. 23), and will be finished at the epoch
of the introduction of the Millennial reign by the.resur-
rection of future companies of martyrs (Rev. 20. 5, 6).

13. Will all the Saints of God, dead and living, be
translated at the Coming ’—Yes. Everyone. Astothe
living, see 1 Thessalonians 4. 15; as to the dead, see verse
16. The terms used explicitly forbid exception.

14. Do the words “unto them that look for Him
shall He appear” (Heb. 9.28) imply that some may be
left behind ?—Certainly not. Every true believer is
looking for Him to come; the time and way are not.at all
the question, but simply the fact. Wherever there is heart
affection to Christ, His Coming or presence is desired. w.s.
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REJOICING IN CHRIST.

"[‘HE oft-rcpcated, “That your joy may be [ull,” linked
with the promises and revelation of the FFather and
the Son, shows us that the condition of the Christian should
be joyful. “Your joy no man taketh from you” (John
1G. 22) proclaims its permanence.

True Boasting (Psa. 34. 1-22). “My soul shall make
her boast in the Lord” describes the confidence and glory
of faith. Laying hold upon the promises, it translates
them into possessions. Through communion it enjoys the
companionship of the Ifather and the Son, and speaking
from a full experience proclaims the glories which are
revealed through grace. IFaith reckons on God for all, and,
tracing all back to its eternal source, ascribes thanks-
giving for all in songs of praise.

“Perfect Joy” (Rom. 5.1:11). “Wejoy in God through
our Lord Jesus.” The worldlirig’s pleasure is found in
forgetting God, but the believer finds that God is his ex-
ceeding joy. He is not only the source, but the object of
his happiness. So perfect is the relationship established
by His grace that fear has given place to confidénce. Our
sins have been put away and our salvation undertaken by
Him, therefore we may well rejoice.

Daily Cheer (John 16. 17-33). '*Be of good cheer; I
have overcome.” Union with a risen Saviour secures for
us the results of His triumph, and if our outward man
perish the inward man is revived day by day. In the most
untoward circumstances God causeth His people to triumph
(2 Cor. 2. 14). In affliction His comfort aboundeth, in
weakness His strength is made perfect, and in infirmities
His grace is sufficient (2 Cor. 12.9). His word of “good
cheer” reaches us whenever the ear is turned toward Him
as truly as it did the toiling disciples on the lake.

Continual Peace (Phil.4.1-9). “Finally, my brethren,
rejoice in the Lord.” Here is the secret of strength (Neh.
8. 10). Our concerns are His, and He invites us.to bring
them to Him. Where there is this joy there will be no
anxiety, but wherever we endeavour to bear the burden
ourselves anxious care will réh, us of our happiness. In
everything by prayer let your requests be made known
unto God sccures for us the pecace that passeth under-
standing, while believing has [or its outcome joy unspecak-
able and full of glory (1 Pecter 1. 8). ] .11,
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

A Great Salvation.

. The PErRsoN who first published it—The Son of God

(Heb. 2. 3).

. The Price Paid to Procure it—The Precious Blood of

Christ (1 Peter 1. 19).

. The PeopLE Saved by it—The Chief of Sinners, etc.

(1 Tim. 1. 15; Luke 18: Luke 7).

. The Prace it Saves us for—The Paradise of God

(Luke 23. 43; Rev. 2. 7).

. The Pit we are Saved from—The Bottomless Pit

(Rev. 20. 1; Job 33. 24). J.M.

. Scripture as our

“We Have”

Au-
thority (2 Peter 1. 10).

. Redemptionasour Bless-

g (Eph.1.7).

. Eternal Life as our Pos-

sesszon (1 John S. 13).
Peace as our Comfort
(Rom. §. 1).

. Access as our Privilege

(Rom. 5. 2).
Union with Christ as our
Security (Rom. 6. 5).

. Christ’s Advocacy as our.

Products of Preaching
in Apostolic Days.

3000 believed,- - Acts 2. 41
5000 men, - - - ,, 4.4
Multitudes, - - ,, 5.14
Great company of

priests, - - - ,, 6.7
City of Samaria, - ,, 8.8
All who heard, - ,, 10.44
A great number, ,, 11.21
Much people, - - ,, 11.24
A household, - - ,, 16.34
Many—not a few, ,, 17.12

Many myriads (R.v.),, 21.20

. Condition of the sinner—* Ready

. Consequence ol

Care (1 John 2. 1). c-C. WHY NOT NOW? HyP.

“Ready”—A Study for All.
to perish” (Deut.
26.5;Job 29.13; Prov. 31.6; Isa. 27. 13).

. Compassion of the Lord—" Ready to pardon’’ (Neh.

9.17; Psalm 86. §; Isa. 38. 20).

. Conduct of the saint—*‘ Ready to do” (2 Sam. 15. 15).
. Commission of the servant—*“Ready to preach”

(Rom. 1. 15).

. Coming glory and salvation—*‘ Ready to be revealed™

(1 Peter 1. 5).

. Complaint of the sorrowful—* Ready to halt” (Psa.

38. 17).
_ backsliding—Grace “ready to die”
(Rev. 3. 2). F.E.M.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Better Than Being Afraid.—Two Christian women
were talking together. One said to the other, ‘‘I have got
a very comforting text which helps me much: ‘What
time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee’ (Psa. 56. 3)."’
The other replied, ‘‘I have got a better text than that:
‘I will trust, and not be afraid’ (Isa. 12. 2).”’

Transpose the IFeathers.—A young divine, after
delivering a sermon, asked the Master of Balliol what he
thought of it, and got this reply: ‘‘If you would pluck a
few of the feathers out of the wings of your imagination
and put them in the tail of your judgment you would make
better sermons.’’ ‘‘So we preach, so ye believed’’ (1 Cor.
15. 11). Acts 7 and Acts 26 are model sermons.

““Very Like Adam.’’—Dr. Muir, a venerable Glasgow
minister, was once visiting when a lady proudly introduced
her little boy, and inquired: ‘“Who do you think he is
like, doctor?’’ Quaintly and quietly he replied: ‘‘Very
like Adam.’’ Passing by family relationships, he got to
the fountain head. ‘‘As we have borne the image of the
earthly’’ (1 Cor. 15. 49).

Something to Take.—In one of his large meetings,
whilst D. L. Moody was explaining the freeness of Salva-
tion, a man jumped to his feet, and oblivious to his sur-
roundings, exclaimed: ‘‘Oh, it is beautiful; I always
thought I had something.to do, but now I see I have
something To TAKE.’’ ‘‘The free gift of God is eternal
life’’ (Rom. 6. 23, R.v.). ‘‘Let him take’’ (Rev.22.17).

Play-actors’ Books.—Dr. W. M. Taylor, of New York,
tells how his father, finding him in the early hours of the
morning reading plays, exclaimed: ‘‘My man, if you are
going to preach Christ’s Gospel you had better be doing
something else at this time of the morning than reading
a play-actor’s book.’’ ‘‘Study to show thyself approved
unto God’’ (2 Tim. 2. 15).

A Duty on Religion.—It was remarked to an American
Bishop that the Americans returning from the Coronation
of George V. would bring home with them all sorts of new
fashions, ideas, and probably new religions. A suggestion
was added that an import duty should be imposcd on these
new religions. ‘‘Ah,’’ said the Bishop, ‘‘the pity is, these
new religions don’t ‘carry any duties with them.’’ ‘'Purc
religion and undefiled before God is to visit"’ (James 1. 27).
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THE APPOINTED LEADER.

Reap Joshua 1. 1. 18, Lriary Isaiah 55. 4. [Iints, Courageous, Isaiah 42. 2;
submissive, Heb. 5. 8; victorious, 1 Cor. 15. 25; our Leader, IHeb. 2. 9, 10.

Josnua, who was Moses’ successor, was about eighty
vears of age when he became leader of the children of
Israel. He led them into the promised land. Jesus is
the New Testament name for Joshua (Heb. 4. 8).

Joshua’s Experience. “The Lord spake unto Joshua
the son of Nun” (v. 1). Joshua was one of the faithful
spies who brought a good report of the land; indeed he
had been with the children of Israel all through the wilder-
ness experience. He was thereby fitted to become Moses’
successor. Joshua is a type of our blessed Saviour, who
learned by the things He suffered (Heb. 5. 8).

Israel’s Conquest. “Lvery place that the sole of your
foot shall tread upon, that have I given you” (v. 3). The
death of Moses—typical of the death of Christ—is necessary
before the land can be opened and entered. Once entered,
if the land is to be theirs, it must be conquered. There
were enemies in the path, and the encouraging exhorta-
tion was needed: “Not any man shall be able to stand
before thee” (v. 5). Christ is “the Captain of our
salvation,’” and if we trust and follow Him we shall
be “more than conquerors” (Rom. 8. 37).

God’s Law. “This book of the law shall not depart
out of thy mouth” (v.8). There was one condition neces-
sary to success, God’s work must be done in-God’s way,
and in order to know God’s way Joshua had to be a student
of God’s law. Jesus was the perfect Student of the Word
(Psa. 40. 8; Isa. 50. 4). When tempted in the wilderness
He met every one of Satan’s onslaughts by a shaft from
God’s Word (Matt. 4. 1-11).

Israel’s Loyalty. We learn from verses 16-18 that the
people accorded Joshua perfect obedience. Joshua is a
type of the Lord Jesus Christ. If Joshua was worthy of
Israel’s trust, how much more is our blessed Lord worthy
of our obedience? Whoever rebelled against Joshua was
put to death (v. 18). Whosoever resists Christ will suffer
cternal death (2 Cor. 2. 15, 16).

Illustration. Jolin Newton said that he had many
books, some of them good and sound, but, like halfpence,
therc goesa great quantity to a small amount. “There are
silver boeks-and a few golden books; but I have one book
worth them all called the Bible™ (Psa. 1. 2).
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JORDAN'S WATERS DIVIDED.

Reap Joshua 3. 9-17. Lmarw Gal, G, 14, HiNTts, In death, Gal. 2. 20; through
death, Row. 6. 3; beyond death, Eph. 2. 2, 5; ‘‘no more death,’’ Rev. 21, 4.

IT was just forty years since the Israclites leit Egypt for
the promised land. Only onc barrier blocked the way,
namely, the river Jordan, which is typical of death.

The Ark of the Lord. “Take up the ark of the cove-
nant, and pass over before the people” (v. 6). The
Israclites reached Jordan during barley harvest (March or
April), when the river overflowed its banks. There were
no bridges, and the Israelites had no boats or rafts. Be-
fore the ark of the covenant, with its blood-sprinkled mercy
scat, Jordan’s waters were driven back. It was the ark of
the Lord alone that did the work. It is the Lord Jesus
alone who accomplished our salvation (Rom. 4. 25).

The Death of Christ. ‘“There shall be a space between
you and it” (v. 4). There was to be a distance between
the ark and the people of two thousand cubits, about three
quarters of a mile. When the Lord Jesus went down into
the waters of death He did so alone. His disciples forsook
Him and fled, and He was forsaken by God (Psa. 22. 1).
He is no longer alone, for as the result of Christ’s death and
resurrection He is bringing many sons to glory (Heb. 2. 10).

The Complete Deliverance. “All the Israelites
passed over on dry ground until all the people were clean
passed over” (v. 17). There was none lost by the way;
every Israelite reached the other side safely. So is it with
all who trust the Saviour, they will never perish. God’s
salvation is perfect and complete (Heb. 7. 25).

The Exalted Saviour. “This day will I begin to
magnify Thee in the sight of all Israel” (see chaps. 3.7;
4.15). Joshua is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, who has
been exalted and made very high (Acts 2. 23). It is
quite true that by many He is “despised and rejected,” yet
there are millions of every tribe and nation who crown
Him “Lord of all” (Phil. 2. 9).

Illustration. Schamyl, the great religious and military
leader in the Caucasus, who died in 1871, affords a good
illustration of substitution. In a serious offence he
thrcatened one hundred lashes. His mother was the first
culprit. He gathered all his pcople and ordered the in-
fliction. At the fifth stroke he cried, “Halt!” bared his
back, took the ninety-five lashes and let his mother go
frce. The Lord Jesus on the Cross bore it “all,”
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RAHAB'S RESCUE.

READ Joshua 2. 1-21, 6. 25. LraArN Heb. 11. 31. Hints, Marked for salvation,
Exod. 12. 13, Ezck. 9. 4; marked for judgment, Luke 3. 9.

THE story of the rescue of Rahab forms a beautiful
illustration of how God saves the sinner on the ground
of sacrifice—typified by the “scarlet line.” Like the red
thread which runs throughout all cords in the British
Navy, the red line of sacrifice can be traced from Genesis
to Revelation.

Joshua’s Faith. ° Joshua sent two men tospy” (v.1).
Joshua believed God would deliver Jericho into his hands,
yet as a prudent general he takes every precaution to see
that nothing hinders his success. In Joshua we see both
faith and works. The-Christian is not saved by works, but
he works for God because he is saved by grace (James 2. 26).

God’s Mercy. ‘“Whether the men went I wot not”
(v. §). Rahab hid the spies from the king’s messengers,
and told a lie to screen them. God did not require Rahab
to tell a lie to hide His servants; He could have saved them
another way. The telling of the lie was in keeping with
the character of the woman. Yet to such a sinful woman
God’s mercy was extended. He saves to the uttermost
(Heb. 7. 25).

Rahab’'s Confession “The Lord your God, He is God
in Heaven above” (v. 11). Rahab confessed her faith in
the God of Israel as the only living and true God. She had
heard of the wonders performed by Israel’s God, and her
faith found expression in the hiding of the spies. Her
life was saved on the principle of faith. We are justified
before God by faith (Rom. 5. 1), but before our fellowmen
we are justified by works (James 2. 24).

.Her Salvation. “Give me a true token” (v. 12). The
scarlet line would speak of the precious Blood. The word
of the spies and the token they gave were all she asked.
The Blood of the lamb in Egypt was the token that saved
the children of Israel. To-day the Blood of Christ secures,
and the Word of God assures (Exod. 12. 13).

Illustration. A young soldier who had seen his brother’s
body broken before his eyes crept back into his dugout,
and fixed a little drawing on its wall. He drew a cross and
a sunrisc, and wrotc the simple inscription, “God is love.”
The cross the symbol of love, and the sunrise telling
that there is no darkness to the soul who trusts the Lord
(John 8. 12).
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THE TRUE HELPER.

Reav John 8. 1-16. lzarRN Rom. 5. 6. IHints, No llelr Psalm 49. 7; vain help,
Mark 5. 36; cficctual help, Heob. 7. 25; ‘‘my Helper,'’ Heb. 13. 6.

As the Good Physician the Lord Jesus healed those who
were sick in body or soul and were willing to be healed.

Bethesda’s Pool. The name “Bethesda” means
“house of grace,” which was a fitting name for such an
institution. The origin of the pool was the kindness and
pity of God, and the object was the healing and help of
the people. But Bethesda’s pool had its limitations. 1t
was only they who got into it first after the troubling of
the waters that were healed. What a contrast to the grace
of God to which there is no limitation! (Luke 7. 48).

Christ’s Sympathy. “Jesus saw him lie” (v. 3).
This poor man had been a constant sufferer for thirty-
eight long years. He was /lelpless; he had not strength
to get into the pool himself. He was friendless; he had no
one to help him into the pool at the right time. He was
not, however, hopeless, for he continued to come to the
pool although always disappointed. The desperatencss of
his case called forth the compassion of the Lord. He had
been disappointed in the pool, but not in the Lord. The
sinner who seeks the Saviour always finds Him (Luke 19.10).

Christ’s Question. “\Wilt thou be made whole?”
(v. 6). The simple question would arouse the man'’s
attention and awaken hope. Christ never heals the body
or saves the soul against a man’s will. The message of
the Gospel is “Whosoever will, let him come” (Rev.
22:17). The poor man replied, “Sir, I have no man.”
In effect he said that he had not a single friend to help
him. He little knew that the truest and best I'riend stood
ready and willing to heal and to save (Prov. 18. 24).

Instant Cure. ‘“Immediately the man was made
whole” (v. 9). Hitherto the man had been looking to a
“pool” for healing, and hoping for a “man’ to put him in
at the right moment. He was now /looking to the Saviour,
who speaks the word of power: “Rise, take up thy bed,
and walk”(v. 9). The cure was perfect and immediate.
The moment a sinner trusts the Saviour He is made a new
creature in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5. 17).

Illustration. Describing the dilference in the religions
ol two brothers a gentleman said: “The religion of one is
‘Do’ and of the other ‘DONE.” The one works for salvation,
the other believes the work was donc on the Cross."”
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HOW WHITFIELD WAS DECEIVED.

T EORGE WHIT-
FIELD the great
preacher was a native
of Gloucester, England,
and was born on 16th
Dec.,1714. During his
early years he was the
subject of scrious imn-
pressions, but according
to his own account
they were not sufficiew:t
to restrain the evii pro-
pensities of his nature.
Attheageof 16hesays:
‘““I] began to fast twice
inthe weel for nearly 36
hours together, prayed
many times a day, re-
S ceived the sacrament
QrOKGR WHIIFIELD, every Lord’s Day, fast-
fing myself almost to death all the 40 days of Lent, during
which I did not go less than three times a day to public
worship, besides seven times to private prayers, yet I knew
no more that I needed to be born again, born a new creature
in Christ Jesus, than if I never was bom at all. Mr. Charles
Wesley put a book in my hand whereby God showed me
that I must be ¢ born again,’ or be damned.”
This 1s a most extraordinary testimony, showing how far
a man or woman may go and not be saved. The words of
the Lord Jesus are plain: ¢ Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the Kingdom of God" (John 3.3). Have
you been born again? A minister sat in his study one night
after returning from preaching, and began to question him-
self : I have preached to others, but have I been converted
myself ? If so, where was [ converted ? When was I con-
verted? How was I converted?" Reader, put these ques-
tions to yourself, and if you are honest you will soon discover
the true state of aflairs. The reason why we nced to be born
again is plainly stated in Scripture. The day of personal
inspection is coming when the Kirg shall see the guests,
and if you have not on the wedding garment, you will be
‘‘ cast into outer darkness . . . there shall be weeping, and
wailing, and gnashing of teeth.” \Vhat an awful doom! F.w.B.
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

God, our Past, Present, and Future Helper.

. Past Helper—*“Thou hast been my help Psa. 63. 7
1

Present Helper—*“ A very present help,” Psa. 46.

. Future Helper—“The Lord will help me,” Isa. §0. 9
Threefold Calling. P

. Called by the Gospel—Past, .. .. 2 Thess. 2. 14

Called unto Holiness—PRESENT, .. 1Thess. 4.7

. Called unto Glor 1 Thess. 2. 12
W.J.M.

Precious Words—]John 16. 22.

The Fact—“And ye now therefore have sorrow.”
The Promise—“But I will see you again.”

. The Result—"“ And your heart shall rejoice.”

The Seal—*“And your joy no man taketh from you.”

-E.
Comforting Words. s

. The believer shall not come into judgment, John 5. 24
The believer shall not walk in darkness, John 8. 12
. The believer shall never hunger, Phil. 4. 19; John
6. 28-35
. The believer shall never thirst, . John 7. 37-39
The believer shall never perish, .. .. John 3.15
The believer shall never be plucked out of Jesus’ hands,
John 10. 27-29
. The believer shall never die, o~ John 11. 25-27
“The Blessed Man.” 57S-
. He experiences Pardon—° ‘Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven,” .. Psa. 32 1
. He practises Walking—*‘ Blessed is every
one..that walketh in His ways,” .. Psa. 128. 1
. He, suffers Persecution—"‘Blessed are
they which are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake,” .. : Matt. 5. 10
. He endures Temptatlon— Blessed is
man that endureth temptation,” ..  James 1. 12
. He enjoys Giving—“It is more blessed
to give than to receive, Acts 20. 35
He delights in Obedience—*Blessed is
the man that doeth this,” .. .. Isa. §6G. 2
T-11.
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RIGHT AMBITION.

AMBITION is not wrong in itscll. It is wrong only when
its objects are wrong. When its objects are right it is
glorious. The life that lacks it is imperfect and weak.
“I have been ambitious,” says Paul. What for? “To
precach the Gospel where Christ has not been named.”

J. R. MILLER.

WILLIAM LAING, of lirudford und Drussels.




WILLIAM LAING, BRADFORD.

HE HALrF-YEARLY MEETINGS in Glasgow thirty six
ycars ago were vastly different to what they are to-day.
Brethren Henry Dyer, Henry Groves, Thomas Newberry,
Donald Ross, and others, being among the stalwarts who
gave help. It was at that time we first met and received
no little kindness from our brother, WILLiAM LAING, then
doing the work of an Evangelist in Scotland. Since
that time he has led an active life for the Master in various
parts of Britain and abroad.

WiLL1AM LAING was born in Aberdeen on 27th August,
1859. Converted at the age of twentyin Airdrie, under the
preaching of W. D. DuNN, an earnest Gospel preacher for
the last fifty years. Asa young Christian he was soon led
to see the truth of gathering to the Name of the Lord
alone, and for a number of years gave vigorous help in
Assemblies all over Clydeside. After spending a few
years in evangelistic service 1in various parts he
commenced to travel in the oil trade, using his visits
to many places as an opportunity for holding meetings or
helping the Lord’s people.

About thirty years ago he moved to Bradford, and was a
co-worker witn our esteemed brother, A. J. HoLiDaY,
antil .the latter moved to IFeatherstone. Along with
another brother difficulties were met in connection with
their business, but to the credit of both, be it said,
they honourably discharged every penny, with interest—
a most uncommon procedure in these days of ‘‘money-
love’’ (2 Tim. 3. 2, R.v.). Therealter success attended
his plans in connection with businesses in Bradford and
in Brussels.

In 1899 the [amily went to reside for a time in Brussels,
an Assembly on Scriptural lines was formed, and
[riendships formed with many DBeclgian saints which
proved of great value when the war broke out.

During many visits to the Continent Mr. Laing rencwed
these acquaintances. When the war cloud burst in 1914,
along with Huci Bain, his partner, who for twenty years
resided in Belgium, a hazardous journcy was undertaken
to sce how the brethren [ared, and to arrange for relicf to
suflering saints. Passing through the German lines, and
cencountering many dangers, they returned with cheering
reports of God'’s blessing even amid disaster.
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William Laing, Bradford.

A little account of the work, of their journey, of
blessing in trial, of tradegy beyond measure, was given in
«“Stricken Belginm, a Narrative of Facts,’’ which stirred
many hearts and drew forth much loving sympathy.

These brethren were enabled from time to time to pass
on sums to accredited elder brethren in various centres,
the total thus forwarded amounting to £7091. A labour
of love by our two brethren, a link of love from saints all
over the world to suffering fellow-saints, and a confirma-
tion of ‘‘unity’’ pleasing to Him who prayed ‘‘that they
all may be oNE'’ (John 17. 22),

In 1892 Mr. Laing married Miss Emily Steer, and they
had twenty-seven years of happy fellowship in the Lord’s
service. His activities in Assembly life, interest in the
Lord’s work, hospitality to His servants, and loyalty
to His cause are well known.

Two years ago our brother was warned by the doctor
that he should seriously consider the state of his health.
The war made it very difficult for him to obtain the
needed rest and change. A visit to Harrogate proved of
little benefit, and serious symptoms began to develop.
The diseasc steadily asserted itself, and without a
farewell or a struggle he ‘“fell on sleep’’ on the morning
of 25th March, 1919, in his sixtieth year, leaving a
sorrowing widow, three daughters, and one son to mourn,
yet not as those without hope.

Long years ago we heard him give an address in
Greenock from Psalm 84, in which he pointed out that
the sparrow (the housebird) and the swallow (the wandering
bird) alike found home and rest in ‘‘Thine -altars, O Lord
of hosts!’’ He whose life partook of both, now mingles
with the ‘‘blessed who dwell in Thy House: they will
still be praising Thee. Sclah.’’ 1yP.

MORE PROPHETIC QUESTIONS.

ANSWERED, FROM THE '‘SURE WORD or Proruecy.’’

15. If all Saints shall be removed from the earth,
who will carry on the Testimony to God and the
Truth ?—Thc Spirit of God will act in sovercign grace
[rom Hecaven as of old. He will convert and raise up a
true witness for God amongst Jews and Gentiles (Rev, 7;
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More Prophetic Questions.

Matt. 24. I4; Dan. 12. 3, ctc.). But by what mecans this
will be effected we are not informed.

1G. What will be the length of Time and what the
principal Events between the Translation to Heaven
and the subsequent Return ?—The interval will be one
of at least seven years, covering the last week of Daniel’s
celebrated prophecy of seventy weeks or 490 years (Dan.9).
The principal events will be as follows: the National
restoration of Judah to Palestine; the resuscitation of
the old Roman Empire; the rise and instalment of the
Antichrist amongst the Jews as king and false prophet ; the
erection of a temple and the revival of Judaism; the un-
paralleled tribulation which will continue three years and
six months; awful conflicts between the West and the East
in connection with the Jews—Rome will be opposed to
Gog or Russia; outbursts of deadly hatred against the
saints of God—their blood shed as water; Jerusalem more
than once besieged.

17. By whom and by what means will the National
Restoration of Judah be effected 7—An unnamed, but
evidently a commercial nation—probably Great Britain—
will by her merchant navy bring about this grave event
which shall change the whole political world (Isa. 18), the
Jews being the centre of God’s government of the earth and
Jerusalem the capital city of that government (Deut.
32. 8; Ezek. 5. 5).

18. Will there be a Subsequent Return of Jews and
Israelites? —Yes. The tide of Jewish emigration has
been steadily flowing on towards Palestine for some years.
The national return for political reasons, and by a western
power, will be in unbelief; the subsequent return is of
individuals and families saved and knowing the Lord
(Isa. 27. 12, 13; 35. 10; 66. 19-21; Ezek. 20; 34; Matt.
24. 31). Israsliles (Ephraim) as well as Jews (Judah) are
noted 1n these Scriptures.

19. What will the Jews do when returned to their
Country ?/—DBuild a temple; restore the Mosaic ritual,
receive,the Antichrist as their messiah, king, and prophet;
and enter into a seven years’ league or covenant with the
head of the revived Empire (Rev. 11; Matt. 24. 15;
2 Thess. 2. 4; Dan. 9. 27, ctc.). W. SCOTT.
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MOUNTAIN CLIMBING.

THE Bible uses many metaphors for the Christian life,
but I want youto think to-day of our life as an Alpine
Climb (Phil. 3. 13, 14). We are apt to think of life as a
long holiday in which we must get our fill of pleasure.
Often when speaking to young folks, and urging them to
take the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, they say, “Oh, we
want to enjoy ourselves first.”” But life, like mountain
climbing, is not an easy thing. To get the fullest enjoy-
ment out of it, accomplish something real, and arrive at a
definite end we must be fully equipped and prepared.
So we are going, In imagination, to climb Matterhorn
to-day. There are certain things we require for this
difficult ascent, and the first I would suggest is

A GUIDE (centre picture). He would be a foolish man
who went off to climb this difficult mountain without
some one who knew the way, who was experienced and
reliable. In this climb [rom earth to Heaven we must
have a gwuide. Who shall we get? The Lord Jesus, of
course. He knows the way, He is the Way, He came down
from Heaven to guide us back to His IFather’s House on
high, but you ask: “How does He guide when we cannot
see Him?” He says, “I will guide thee with Minc eve”
(Psa. 22. 8). Itven though He is in Heaven He sees us.
He sees the dangerous place, and knows how to guide away
from 1t. Then again the Psalmist, speaking, says: “Thou
shalt guide me with Thy counsel” (Psa. 73. 24). What is
His counsel? Advice, instruction. When we are in
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Mountain Climbing.

difficultics we gencrally go to some friend for his counsel,
so I think this brings out the [riendship of the Lord Jesus.
What is a friend? The question was asked at a certain
children’s orphanage, and nobody seemed to know. After
a long silence one little fellow, who had lost all his relations,
was found in very bad surroundings, and was brought
to this home, to be cared for, stood up, and replied, “4
[friend s one who knew all about you, but loves yow all the
same.” Take Jesus as your Saviour, as your Guide, as
your I'riend ere starting on this upward climb. Then
this company of mountaineers are all bound together with

A ROPE (first picture). Here it is. We need a rope to
bind us to our Guide and to one another. Unless the
climbers were all bound to one another, one, slipping on
the icy slopes or stumbling intoan unséen hole in the snow,
would have very little hope of being saved. So it is neces-
sary that you and I get bound to our Guide. But what is
the rope? No, not faith, nor prayer. Ah! yes, that is
right—*‘LovE.” We are bound by the cords of His love.
He loved us with a love strong as death. It is said that
every rope used in the British Navy has a red cord running
through it, this being a guarantee of its strength and
quality. So thisropeof God’s love has proved itsstrength,
because it went all the way to Calvary. As a proof of His
love He bled and died for us. Again, it is an everlasting
love. He never ceases to love us. Often we try His
patience and grieve His heart, but “having loved His own
which were in the world, He loved them unto the end”
(John 13. 1). Thén wc must have

A STAFF (second picture), or an Alpenstock. It is
stcel shod and very long. You dig it into the ice, and it is
a support to you when you are mounting up. \Vlthout it
the mountaineer would get tired out and give up in a
very short time. Now, what is the staff that our Guide
provides us with along with the rope? I don’t think you
could guess. Well, I think it is the Promises of God.
They are all one in Christ Jesus for ns to rest on, to lcan on
for support, and to help us onward and upw ard in our
journey. Next, we require

SHOES /fom'//: piclure), or mountain boots. You sce
they arc not ordinary walking shoes, but arc full of iron
spikes, so that when you put your (ect down in the [rozen

7+



Mountain Climbing.

snow you get a firm grip and do not slip back. You know
how difficult it is to walk on frozen snow without slipping
and falling. These boots are necessary to the climber if
he is to make progress, and the shoes that we have to put
on are the shoes of surrender and trust—surrender to our
Guide’s will and trust in His knowledge and strength.
\ithout them we would never get out of difficulty, or if
we used our own knowledge and relied on our own ability
we should be sure to meet with failure and disaster. You
will notice the steel spikes. What shall we liken them to?
There are three things we must have to surmount all diffi-
culties and arrive at complete victory and success—Puur-
pose, Determination, and Perseverance. Purpose of heart
not to be drawn away or enticed, but keeping the Person
and the Prize as our chief aim. There is something else
the climber must have. What have these men got on
their backs?

A HAVERSACK. Yes, and they carry provisions for
theway. SoyouandlI inour upward climb need provisions
by the way. Mountaineers have to keep up their strength
all the way by taking their food regularly. There are
little huts well stocked at regular intervals for this pur-
pose, and what they have in their haversack is a reserve
store when there are no huts near. So we must continually
feed on the living bread and drink at the fountain head.
The Word of God (fifth picture) as our daily Manna, and is
able to-make us strong for the journey and wise unto sal-
vation. If weread, mark, learn, and inwardly digest that
precious Word it will make us strong to endure hardness,
to overcome and surmount all difficulties and dangers, and
to arrive safe and sound at the top, where we shall be
welcomed with exceeding joy into the presence of Him
who has gone all the way for us and has made i1t possible
for us to follow in His steps.

May our deepest desiré be to reach that place where He
is on high. Remember we can only do so by taking Fim
as our Guide, knowing that He holds us fast by the cords of
His love, taking the staff of His promises in our hand,
having the shoes of peace through surrendering our wills
and trusting in His power, and [eeding on the \Word of
God, which liveth and abideth for cver, we have constant
provision by the way. W.F.L.
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LEARNING OF CIIRIST.

IN Matthew 11. 29 the Saviour is seen occupying the
thrcefold position of Iord, Servant, and Example.
I will rest you. Take ALy yoke. Learn of Me.

In Suffering (Heb. 12. 1-13). The pathway of disciple-
ship is to “Come alter Me” (Matt. 16.24). He is our Forc-
runner not only “within the veil,” but also through the
wilderness pathway. We are asked to be followers, to
pick out His footsteps and walk after the same Pattern.
He suffered, leaving us an Example. In it He shows us a
loyal acceptance of the FFather’s will, -delight as well as
acquiescence. Unchanging love for His own (John 13. 1;
John 17; John 19), and towards His enemics the meekness
and gentleness of the Lamb of God (1 Peter 2. 23).

In Dependence (John 5. 17-20). The emptying of
Himself imposed upon our Lord the limitations of a man.
He Dbecame in incarnation absolutely dependent upon
His Father. He who fed the multitudes must needs suffer
the pangs of hunger, and when tempted at the moment of
bodily weakness He shelters Himself behind, “Thus saith
theLord” (Matt. 4.4). He who spoke the words of eternal
life must needs have the opened ear (Isa. 50. 4; John 5. 30).
He whose miracles are the glory of the Gospels must
take the Irather’s works for an Example (John §. 19).

In Obedience (John 12. 20-36). The glory of the
Father was what the Son became a Servant to secure.
“I delight to do Thy will” was the object of His life on
earth. With the elders in the temple, the lonely woman
at Jacob’s well, or amidst the crowds who acclaimed His
entry into Jerusalem, the IFather's business, His will, and
His glory were the ruling purposes of the.Saviour’s heart.

In Love (John 13. 1-17). As love moved the Father
to give His Son, so love moved the Son in all His relations
as a Man. He gave His all for us who were His enemies,
and did so not only to secure our salvation, but in order
that His love should be so perfected in us that we should
Jlove even as He loved (John 15. 18; Eph. 5. 2).

In Endurance (Matt. 26. 47-56). ‘“He endured the
Cross,” and in it He suffered, as well as the contradiction
of sinners, the reproach of His friends, and the wcakness of
His disciples. When tempted to forsake the pathway He
would mark out [or us, [rom onc cause or another, may
we “Look unto Jesus” (Heb. 12. 2). ].n.
Concise Counse or STupy, No. 150. ‘76



ACHAN'S GRIEVOUS SIN.

Rrap Joshua 7. 1-22. Lrary James 1. 15. Hints, Gehazi, 2 Kings 5; Balaam
Jude 11; Judas, Matthew 27. 3; contrast Paul, Acts 20. 33.

THE story of Achan’s sin proves that no man liveth unto
himself. His transgression brought God'’s judgment on
the whole nation. We are either an influence for good or
for evil (Rom. 14. 7).

Mistaken Confidence. “Let not all the people go up”
(v. 3). The town of Ai appeared small in comparison to
Jericho, and as the latter city had been taken so easily
they thought there would be no difficulty in taking Ai.
They acted as if they, and not the Lord, had been re-
sponsible for the victory at Jericho. The man or nation
who trusts to self is leaning on a broken reed (Jer. 17. J).

Complete Defeat. “And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord
God” (v. 7). Having gone forth to battle without the aid
of Jehovah the result was they sustained a crushing defeat.
In view of God’s promise to make his way prosperous
Joshua could not understand the defeat. “Israel hath
sinned’ was thereal cause (v. 11). Sin must be punished.

Grievous Sin. “Israel hath sinned” (v. 11). God
had claimed all the silver, gold, brass, and iron, and
Achan, who was a covetous man, had stolen God’s property.
God made man for His glory, and when w¢ live to ourselves
and not to God we are robbing God (Rev. 4. 11). How
many to-day are spending time, strength, and their all in
the service of the great énemy of souls (Mal. 3. 8).

Searching Judgment. ‘“Achan, the sonof Carmi, was
taken” (v. 18). God submitted Israel to a searching test.
Tribe by tribe, family by family, closer and closer, until
the sin and the man came face to face. There are many
things in life we cannot be sure about, but of this we may
be certain, our sin will find us out. Achan confessed his
sin when he could do nothing else and when it was too late.
For him there was no mercy. The Lord Jesus is dealing
to-day with men in grace, but He will yet judge the world
in righteousness when mercy will be,conspicuous by its
absence (Acts 17. 31). Far better to be like David the
Psalmist and acknowledge our sin now before the evil day.

Illustration. A great man once said that to stake our
happiness on the possession of a certain amount of money
was a great mistalke. Neither can money make a lady or
a gentleman. A leper may put on jewels, but a jewelled
leper is a leper still. Such was Achan.
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GIBEON’'S WILY MEN.

REeAD Joshua 9. 3-21. Learn | John 4. 1. HinTs, False brethren, 2 Corinthians
11. 26, Galatians 2. 4; false apostles, 2 Corinthians 11. 14; false prophets,
1 John 4. 1; false Christs, Matthew 24, 24.

THE Gibeonites were worldly-wise. They are to be com-
mended for trying to preserve their lives, although the
means adopted to attain their object must be condemned.

Wise Concern. “When the inhabitants of Gibeon
heard what Joshua had done” (v. 3) they were “moved
with fear.” Having heard what had been done to Jericho
and Ai, and fearing the same fate awaited them, they pre-
pared a plan of escape. It would be good if men to-day
gave as much concern to the life that is to come as the
Gibeonites gave to the present life. Eternity is surely of
more importance than time (Heb. 2. 3).

Pledged Assurance. ‘“Now therefore make ye a
league with us” (v. 6). Clothed in rags the Gibeonites
appeared before Joshua. This is a true picture of the
spiritual condition in which the sinner comes to the
Saviour (Luke 15). They asked for an assurance of safety,
and they rested on the word of Joshua (v.15). The Chris-
tian has for his assurance the unchangeable Word of the
Living God (1 John 5. 13).

Divinely Protected. Having taken sides with God’s
people we learn from chapter 10 that the Gibeonites were
hated by their neighbours. It has always been so. The
world to-day hates Christ, and His followers are treated
in the same way. When the Gibeonites were in danger
the people of God went to their rescue. They were divinely
protected. So are God'’s people to-day (John 13.1).

Badly Deceived. ‘The men took of their victuals, and
asked not counsel at the mouth of the Lord” (v. 14). In-
stead of appealing to the Lord for guidance the children
of Israel were guided by the outward appearance of the
Gibeonites, with the result that they were deceived (2 Cor.
10. 7). God alone knows the heart, and if He had been
appealed to the Israelites would not have been deceived.
Just as there is only one Saviour {or the sinner, there is
only one true Guide for the believer (Jer. 10. 23).
| » Illustration. Origen, the most learned of all the Greek
fathers, made this confession: *“I am not ignorant of my
own ignorance.” It is good for the Christian, to acknow-
ledge his ignorance, and at every step of life’s journey to
seck guidance from on high (Psa. 73. 22).
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ISRAEL’S DAY OF VICTORY.

Reap Joshua 10. 1-19. LearNy Romans 16. 20. Hints, Past victory, Psalm 98. 1;
present, 1 John 5. 4; final, 1 Corinthians 15. 54-57.

As was to be expected the enemies of Israel offer a strong
resistance to their progress, and combine in opposing the
Gibeonites who had become Israel’s allies.

Common Enemies. “Come up ...that we may
smite Gibeon” (v. 4). Five kings combined to oppose the
Gibeonites. A common enemy sometimes leads to an
unholy combination. Herod and Pilate, who were sworn
enemies, became friends over Christ. Jew and Gentile
agreed to put Him to death. God’s people have many
enemies, but their opposition is unavailing (Matt. 16. 18).

Timely Help. “The men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua”
(v. 6). This was a wise course to adopt. Acknowledging
their own weakness they appealed in the right direction,
and being servants of Israel, they were entitled to pro-
tection. Joshua did not fail them in their hour of need.
Neither will our Joshua (the Lord Jesus) fail His people
in times of danger and difficulty (John 10. 28). Joshua
had an easy victory, for the Lord fought for him, causing
great hailstones to fall down upon a flying enemy (Psa.
76.7-9). It is a fearful thing to withstand God or oppose
His people (Psa. 2. 4).

God’'s Power. “Then spake Joshua . . . Sun, stand
thou still” (v. 12). God is the Creator, and sun and moon
are at His command. The Lord answered Joshua's peti-
tion, and lengthened the day in order to complete the
victory. We are reminded that God’s day of grace is
lengthened out, but, alas, it will come to an end soon, and
the day of vengeance begin (Isa. 34. 8).

Defeated Enemies. “Pursue after your encmies”
(v.19). The five kings sought safety by hiding in a cave.
Joshua brought them out and abased them before the
people, putting them to death. The day is coming when
every encmy of Christ and His people will be put under
His fect. DBetter to bow to Him in grace than mect Him
in judgment (Psa. 2. 12).

Illustration. Aflter one of his many victories Napoleon
was so pleased that he had medals struck off. On onc side
was the name of the battle, and the other side the words,
“I was therc.” The Christian has his Captain always
by his side, and if we allow Him to fight for us we shall
always be victorious (Rom. 8. 37).
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THE SENT ONE OF GOD.

Reap Luko 4. 14-30. Lkarn Isaiah 61. 1. HiNTs, Sent to, Matthew 8. 13; sent
for, Luke 19. 10, Jehn 3. 17; sent with, Luke 2. 30, Hebrews 5. 9.

HavING come forth victorious from the assaults of Satan
in the wilderness, the Lord Jesus sets out on His public
ministry to pull down Satan’s kingdom.

His Native Village. ‘“He came to Nazareth” (v. 16).
Having been brought up in Nazareth, the Lord was known
to all. It was in the Scriptural order of things that He
should tell the good news of the Gospel to His friends
(Matt. 5. 19). On the Sabbath day, as was His custom,
He entcred the synagogue. It is a good custom to attend
on the Lord’s day where the Word is read and spoken.

His Gracious Message. ‘“He hath anointed Me to
preach the Gospel” (v. 18). (1) To the poor, those who
knew their need; (2) the broken-hearted, on account of
sin; (3) the captives of the devil, to whom the Gospel
brings deliverance; (4) the blind, or those in the dark,
brought into His marvellous light by means of the Gospel
(I Peter 2. 9); (5) the bruised or crushed, to whom the
Gospel brings liberty, life, and salvation (Psa. 103. 3).

His Acceptable Year. ‘““To preach the acceptable
year of the Lord” (v. 19). The allusion here is to the year
of jubilee, which occurred every fifty years, when all
slaves were set free and all debts were cancelled. It wasa
year of great rejoicing The present time is God'’s accept-
able year of Gospel grace when the Gospel jubilee trum-
pet is being sounded to every creature (2 Cor. 6. 2).

His Heartless Hearers. “When they heard these things
they were filled with wrath” (v. 28). They wondered at
the gracious words which He spoke, but they only saw in
Him the son of Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth. He did
not pander to their national pride, and they rejected Him.
Such was their hatred that they would have done that day
what three 'years later they did at Calvary—they would
have put Him to death. The blessed Saviour is receiving
the same trcatment from many to-day (v. 30).

Illustration. An old woman who had lived in an in-
land village all her days and neves had much of anything,
was taken by a [riend to the scaside. \When she saw the
sea for the first time she.lifted up her heart to God and
thanked Him for something of which there was plenty.
Such is the boundless grace of God in the Gospel, it is
“unto all” (Rom. 3. 22).
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FACTS ABOUT TRACTS.

A Striking Confirmation.—At the ‘I'ract Band Confer-
ence held in Bethany Hall, Paisley, on November 4, 1905, one
of the speakers, Mr. James Wilson, of Glasgow, said he had
much joy in being there, as he was saved through a tract.
A pleasure-loving, careless sinner, he was leaving for Edinburgh
when a fellow-servant handed him a copy of ‘ Safety, Certainty,
and Enjoyment.” Stuffing it into his pocket, he forgot atl about
it till all was settled at night. Sitting doivn to a quiet smoke,
he wanted soniething to read. Nothing else being available,
he remenibered the booklet, read it, believed the glad tidings,
and that night was a saved soul, and since then has been
blessed to the conversion of many more.

A Racecourse Tract.—At the annual meeting of the
Derby Auxiliary of the Religious Tract Society, Prebendary
Webb-Peploe said it was 40 years since he had been in
Derby. A few years Dbefore that he had been placed as a
private pupil under Mr. Jenkins at the neighbouring village
of Hazlewood. Wohile there he came into Derby races 'in
the hope of being able to throw off an uncomfortable im-
pression. In his undecided frame of mind someone handed
him a tract. He was awakened, arrested, and finally
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and for more
than 40 years has told forth the glorious Gospel.

A Suicide Saved.—A card inscribed, ‘‘ Look to Jesus
when tempted, when troubled, when dying, was one day
handed to each of the passengers in a New York car. One of
them read it carefully and put it in his pocket. \When leaving
the car he said to the giver: “Sir, when you gavé me that
card, I was on my way to the Ferry to drown mysell. The
death of my wife and son had robbed me of all desire tc live,
but this card has persuaded me to begin life anew. Good-bye,
and God bless you !”

[he Converted Gambler.—Passing through Switzerland
a tract distributor presented a tract to a man in a town
notorious (or gambling. On his return several days later he met
the man, who exclaimed, ‘I thank you for saving my so! and
body.” He then explained that on that day when he received
the tract he had lost heavily in gambling and was contemplating
suicide, but the tract arrested his attention and led him to Christ.

A Weaver Converted.—Liverpool, 23rd May, zgos.
Mr. Ernest A. Thomas writes: “A man (a weaver) was con-
verted at Mill Hill, Blackburn, on r1th April, whilst at work,
through reading Gobn’s \Way or SarvaTtion. Hallelujanl”
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Something Different.—A Scotch girl, converted under
\Whitefield’s ministry, said : “I don’t know which has
changed—the world or my heart—but one of them has, for
everything seems different.”” Regeneration ‘“makes all
things new "’ (2 Cor. 5. 17).

Blondin's Star.—I used to wonder how Blondin, the
tight-rope walker, crossed Niagara on a rope. Recently
I read that he always had a golden star fixed at the op-
posite end, and kept his eye on the star. Our golden star
1s Christ (Rev. 21. 23 ; Titus 2. 13).

No Need to Give up the World.—A man said to D. L.
Moody : *“ Now that I am converted, have I to give up the
world ? ” ““No,” said Mr. Moody, *‘ you haven’t to give
up the world. If you give a good, ringing testimony for the
Son of God the world will give you up pretty quick—they
won’t want you.” ‘ Not of the world”’ (John 17. 14).

This is the Day the Lord Hath Made.—One Sunday,
while on his way to the Tabernacle in a downpour of rain,
C. H. Spurgeon was accosted by a member of his congrega-
tion, who remarked in a doleful tone : *“ This is a dreadfu!
day, Mr. Spurgeon !’ ‘“ Nonsense, my good sir,” was
the cheery reply. ‘‘ This is the day that the I.ord hath
made ; we will rejoice and be glad in it ©* (Psa. 118. 24).

Very Practical.—The captains of some fishing smacks on
the North Sea once met to pray God to help onc of their
companions in distress. One of them said, “ I don’t thir.k
we need trouble the Lord about this. I will give se much.
\What will you give? ” In a few minutes all that was
needed was contribufed by those thus met together, and
instead of prayer, they joined in praise. If we oftener acted
on this principle, we might more often have a praise mecting.

“ He that giveth. with liberality ” (Rom. 12. 8, r.vV.).

The Only Way.—A famous traveller said that he oncc
tried with his party to climb one of the highest peaks of thc
Sierra Nevada, and ‘‘ after infinitc difficulty, exertion, and
peril succeeded in surmounting the last precipice, and
rcached the summit, to find thcre the tracks of a wagon
and the traccs of a social feast.”” If hc had only taken lln,
other-side of the mountain he would have [ound an casy
travelled road all the way up. There were two ways 1
Sierra. Thercisonly onc way to Heaven. ‘““Noman. .. but
bv Me” (John 4. 6). Yetlitis ‘‘easy’ (Matt. 11.30.) uyr.
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LOVE TO OTHERS.

1 axM to be not only the receiver of all the unmeasured
love of Chiist, but I am to show out that same love
to others; walking towards them in the samc sclf-
sacrificing love. JOHN DICKIE.

T. SHULDHAN HENRY, M.A,, LL.B., London.



T. SHULDHAM HENRY.

SHULDHAM HENRY, M.A., LL.B., was the only

son of the late P. Shuldham Henry, D.D., President

of Queen’s College, Belfast. Brought up for the English

Bar, he relinquished his profession when he was converted

to God in the year 1860. As he himself used to say, he

‘“gave up law for grace.” He was a gay, thoughtless man
of the world, wholly engrossed in its pleasures.

A much loved brother-in-law, an officer in the 9lst
Argyllshire Regiment, died in his arms, exclaiming, “I
am going to Jesus.” DBut this did not seem to affect him
beyond the ordinary grief of losing one he loved much.
But he was chief mourner, with a little nephew of four
years of age; and when his brother-in-law’s remains were
lowered into the grave, and the words were pronounced,
“Ashes to ashes, and dust to dust,” God then spake to his
soul, and he heard, as it were, a voice saying to him, “If
your body was in that coffin now, where would your soul
be?” Thiswas the arrow from God for the awakening of
his soul {rom the sleep of death. Soon after he was in-
duced to go and hear Mr. Denham Smith, who at the time
was having a great season of blessing at his church at
Kingstown, DUBLIN. Through him Mr. Henry was led
into peace and rest. The change in him was great and
genuine, and his soul was so filled with love to the Saviour
that at once he commenced to work for Him.

Returning to LoNDON {resh from the memorable scenes
of the Irish Revival he was led to address children’s
meetings, with much blessing from God. He then con-
ducted the “Additional Theatre Services” in the *“Surrey,”
the “Victoria,” the “City of London,” and the “Soho”
Theatres, supplementing the work of Lord Shaftesbury’s
committee. Much blessing was the result of this work
through the labours of Reginald Radcliffe, Richard
Weaver, William Carter, and others. He then became
the companion of IReginald Radcliffe, visiting many
places in LEngland, Scotland, and Ircland. They were
the first Inglish evangelists who preached in Paris,
where the Lord greatly blessed the Word. There is no
knowing what would have Dbeen the result of this
work, as the pcople flocked in crowds to hear about *“the
love of God,” had not the Emperor Napoleon’s Minister
of the Interior put an end to these public meetings, and
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T. Shuldham Henry, Gospel Pioneer.

only allowed a limited number to meet in private houses.
Then he and Mr. Radcliffe separated, the latter going
to the call for help in Lancashire during the cotton famine
in 1861 and 1862. Mr. Henry then went to PLYMOUTH,
where a remarkable work of God commenced; then to
County KERRY, where so many of the county gentlemen
and their families had been converted, one of whom was
Richard Mahoney, of Dromore Castle. Ifor years Mr.
Henry was associated with the deeply lamented Denham
Smith at Merrion Hall, Dublin, Iron Room, and then
Clapton Hall, Upper Clapton, and St. George’s Hall, in
which latter places he continued to preach for at least two
months every year, never without the Lord’s gracious
help and blessing in the winning of souls.

Shuldham Henry ever tenaciously held to the old paths
in all fundamental doctrines of the Scriptures, and the
blessed hope-of our Lord’s speedy return, and was never
moved therefrom by modern sophistries.

In November, 1893, he preached for a month in Clapton
Hall. On his return to Plymouth he wrote: “It is such an
honour to be a soul-winner, and a privilege—that angels
might envy—to be allowed to build up His dear people.”
A rheumatic seizure laid him low; he lingered- till
2nd January, 1894, and after uttering the words, “This
mortal will soon put on immortality,? he passed into the
presence of the King. C.H,

A VADE-MECUM.

IF you are downhearted, read Psalm 46.

1f you are getting impatient, have a talk with Job.

1f you are out of sorts, read Hebrews 12.

If you are getting weak-kneed, take a look at Elijah.

If people pelt you with hard words, read John 15.

If you feel lonely, read Psalm 91.

If you are getting discouraged, read Psalm 126;
Galatians 6. 7-9.

If your faith is below par, read Paul.

If there is no song in your heart, listen to David.

If you are at “wits’ end corner,” read Psalm 37.

If you find yoursell losing confidence in men, read
1 Corinthians 13.

If you are being “tried beyond endurance,” read James 3.

87




“FITLY JOINED TOGETHER."

1\ ANY years ago a missionary named SAMUEL HEBICH
lived and laboured on the West Coast of India.
He was a remarkable man; brave, earnest, and also more
successful as a soul-winner among Europeans than any
other of whom I have heard. The striking characteristics of
his ministry were the personality of the LLord Jesus, and the
personality of Satan, and the conquest he made of the most
determined opposers of the truth were many andstriking.

One regiment that had been stationed at Cannanore was
so pewerfully affected by his preaching and house-to-house
visitation that no less than seven officers and most of their
wives were truly converted to God, and were not ashamed to
confess their faith in Christ. Several non-commissioned
officers and others followed, so that ere it left the station
it had earned the sobriquet of Hebickh'’s own .

From Cannanore this regiment was sent to the l'rench
rocks, a military station near Seringapatam, and after they
had been a year in these quarters the Christians especially
invited their beloved friend to pay them a visit, which he
gladly responded to. I'rom one house to another, according
to his wont, he visited, and, though with tenderness of
manner, put the most searching questions to his children
in the Lord. These eclicited a fact which gave him no
small uneasiness, namely, that the praver meeting, once so
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Hebich'’s Tub; or, ¢‘Fitly Joined Together.’’

thronged and so much set by, had dwindled away till
some werc not sure that it existed at all. His presence
quickened the flow of spiritual life. Every night he held
meetings, and they. were fully attended, not only by
those who liad good cause to love the man and listen to
his words, but by others from the neighbourhood who had
heard of his fame and longed to obtain some blessing for
themselves.

It was thus. the writer found himself in the company of
those assembled, and he was greatly struck by his first
sight of the missionary as he stood behind a table with a
large open Bible >n it. and scanned the audience with his
beautiful searching eyes.

I shall endeavour to give his discourse on this particular
occasion, as nedrly as I can remember it, in his own lan-
guage. There is a force and a pathos in foreigners’ English
that so materially .help one to remember the subject that
I shall not attempt to improve it.

He read the fourth of Ephesians, and expounded it till
he came to the sixteenth verse, which he read slowly, and
repeated the words, “Fitly shoined togeder.”

He paused a few seconds, and abruptly put the question:

“Did you ever see a tub?” This homely appeal roused
the sleepy, and caused a smile to pass over every face.

“If you go to Palhully (a factory in the neighbourhood)
you vill see some fery large tubs. You and I cannot make a
tub; it requires a cood carpenter to make a tub, or it vil
hold no vater, because it is not made of von peece of ood,
but of many, and de many must be fitly shoined togeder.
Dere are four tings to make a cood tub.

““1. It must have a cood bottom.

““2. Each of de peeces must be fitly shoined to de bottom.

“3. Each von must bé¢ fitly shoined to his fellow.

‘““4. Each von shall be kept close by de bands outside.

““Von peece may be narrow and de next peece be vide,
yet it shall be a cood tub; but if a leetle shtone or bit of
shtick vill come between de peeces it vill not do at all.
[l de peeces are near, but do not touch, it vill not do at all;
and if all de pecces but von touch, and are fitly shoined
tozeder, and dis von (all in or [all out of de circle, it is no
tub at all. Now if vee haf a cood bottom, and elry peece
be fitly shoined to de bottom, and arc all fitly shoined
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Hebich’s Tub; or, ‘*Fitly Joined Together.”’

togeder from de top to de bottom, haf vee nowa tub? No,
it vill not hold vater for von moment till de bands are put
on. De bands press hard on each peece of ood, and den
are dey yet more fitly shoined togeder.

“*Oder foundation can no man lay dan dat is laid, vich
is Jesus Christ’ (1 Cor. 3. 11). Here vee haf de cood bottom
for our tub. It is perfect, and efry von dat truly believes
is resting on dis cood bottom, and is fitly shoined to it by
de Holy Spirit of God. Dere are mayy who call demselves
Christians who are not so shoined, but vee are not speaking
of dem now.

“In de Acts of de Apostles, vee read often of being
‘filled vid de Holy Ghost,’ and ven gadered togeder for
prayer vonce de whole house did shake vid His power.
Shust so now He fills vid peace and shoy de soul dat loves
de'Lord Jesus, and likevise de company gadered togeder in
His. Name. Sometimes! not alvays. Sometimes—not
alvays—Vy not alvays? Vee shall see. Vat is de small
shtick or shtone between de peeces of ood dat make de tub?
It is de leetle quarrel—de hard word—de dirty bit of money
dat keeps braoder from being fitly shoined to broder. Vat
is de space between de peeces from top to bottom troo
vich you can see de light? It is de coldness dat you feel,
but do not tell. De Major’s vife and de Captain'’s vife vill
bow, but not speak or greet each oder as formerly, because
vispering has come between dem. Vat is de peece of ood
dat falls out de circle? It is de proud, unforgiving spirif
dat efry von can feel is in de meeting, and vich causes all
heavenly peace to run out. So you will pray dat de Spirit
shall be poured out, and ven He comes He cannot remain
in de meeting, because- you are no more fitly shoined
togeder. You are fery sorry dat you haf no blessing, and
you leaye de meeting because it can do you no cood. You
stay at home vid de debil, and become dry indeed.

“Oh, beloved, be fitly shoined togeder! You haf no
power of your own. Dat vich shall keep you is de en-
circling bands of de love of Jesus, from head to foot, and as
dis power presses on each of you, so vill you become yet
more closely shoined togeder. Den de Holy Spirit shall
remain among you and fill you to overflowing. Den all
who come into your midst shall be refreshed, and de Name
of de Lord Jesus be glorified! AMEN.” E.K.G.
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HOW WE BUILT OUR LIGHTHOUSE.

A SprcraL Object Lesson likely

to suit Seaside IWorkers is given

herewith in order that thev

may get ready for Julv and

August. Can be made in

nm solid wood, cardboard facing,

painted on paper, drawn on

blackboard, or wused with

small model, readily pur-

TESTIMONy chased. Cards with words

shown can be hung on to
model as lesson proceeds.

et

i S OUBTLESS many of
JOY‘ our boys and girls
'T—‘]‘ during their holidays at

b ‘ the seaside have seen with.
[”J interest and wonder the
lighthouse standing on the
PEAC_}\ cliff, or maybe built upon
a rock surrounded by the
merry waves.
o The Lighthouse I want
LOVE to tell you about, how-
| \ ever, is very different from
these. It was made by a
O |FAITH| () Christian sailor, and built
e ] by bright boys and girls
at their Sunday school
' treat.  Our lighthousc
also was surrounded by
-0 the sea, upon which ships
appeared to be sailing to
and fro. We are thus
reminded that boys and
girls are sailing upon the
sea of life, and we ask,
“Whither bound?”

Is it to the many Mansions,
Wlhere eternal rest is found 2"’

&

In the midst of the sca was placed a

ROCK (placing plalform), so that our lighthouse should
have a good foundation. The boys who spoke of the rock
reminded us of the Rock of Ages, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who died upon the Cross that boys and girls might be saved.
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How We Built Our Lighthouse.

As our building went up the stone of

FAITH (lwo rows, then “faith”) was added, and we
were reminded that “by grace are ye saved through™ faith ;
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Eph.
2.8). So if we are to shine like a’'lighthouse we must first
be saved through faith in Christ, and have our feet planted
on the solid Rock. Then follows

LOVE (one row of stones, then “love”). “We love Him
because He first loved us” (1 John 4. 19), and “If ye love
Me,” the Lord says, “keep My commandments” (John 14.
15). Thus we must ever be ready at H: bidding to go and
tell others of His boundless love. Now the stone of

PEACE (t{wo rows agais, then word) is brought in, and
as it is added to our building we are told from God’s Word
that there can be no “peace” (Rom. 5. 1) until we know our
sins forgiven through the precious blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ. This brings

JOY (sce how the lighthouse grows). Do you know the
joy that comes in the hearts of boys and girls when they
know their sins are all “forgiven” (Eph. 4. 32), and they
sing :

; “Happy day, happy day,

When Jesus washed my sins away!’’

\When the beacon was fixed the room was darkened, but
at a signal powerful electric lights were switched on, and
from the summit fourteen feet high there shone forth
brilliant lights which lit up all around. So young Chris-
tians should let their lights shine before men and become
a bright

TESTIMONY (fop word) for the Lord who saved them
(Matt. 5. 16). Such was the case of many of those who
helped to build our lighthouse: May it be so with you.
Rest on the Rock, Christ Jesus, and shine for Him. H.G.H.

A THOUGHT FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS.

OUur children must come into contact with cvil sooner
or later. Let the’r first knowledge of it come from a
pure source. To be warned against wickedness by a cleain-
minded person and to be #niticled into tmpurily by an cvilly
disposed person are two vastly divergent things. T. BAIRD.
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LIKENESS TO CHRIST.

TO be conformed to the image of His Son (Rom. 8. 29)

is the Ifather’s purpose for all whom He has called.
This is accomplished by the indwelling Spirit through
whom we are changed into the same image (2 Cor. 3. 18).

In Daily Life (Eph. 5. 1-21). The Lord is set before
us as an example. We are to have His mind (Phil. 2. §;
] Peter 4. 1), and heart affection for Him will produce
likeness to Him in outward character. The principle
which actuated His life will then be found constraining us.
Love will characterise our activities, will give us patience
and forbearance, will make the carrying out of the will of
God our delight, and will lead not only to purity in con-
duct, but also to service and sacrifice.

In Meekness (Matt. 12. 14-20). Self-glory and self-
defence were both unknown to the Lord Jesus. He was
amongst men as-one that serveth. He came not to glorify
Himself, and while despised and rejected He was un-
wearied. Wherever the cry of conscious need went up He
lavished His love and bounty. When reviled He reviled
not again, and finally won all by yielding up Himself.
It is given to us also to humble ourselves (James 4. 10).

In Care for Others (Matt. 15. 28-39). Compassion for
the scattered nation and the hungry multitude, remem-
brance of the disciples’ need (John 13. 1; 2), anti¢ipation
of their trial and sorrow, and filial affection for His mother
(John 19. 27) all evidence His human heart and perfect
sympathy. His longing for those whom He came to serve
and His final sorrow over the guilty city (Matt. 23. 37-39)
show us the depths of the passion which moved Him.
Should we therefore be less forgetful of the sinner and the
sufferer in our day? Should the cry of the oppressed and
the sorrows of the fallen touch us less than it did Him?

In Self-denial (Matt. 16. 21-28). ‘““He pleased not
Himself” (Rom. 15. 3) is the apostle’s testimony to
the Saviour. His FFather’s will could only be [ully carried
out in His death, therefore He humbled Himself and be-
came a servant. As a servant He humbled himself, and
finally laid down His life (John 10. 18). “After Me” are
His words to all His [ollowers. That pathway brings for us
something of His baptism and His cross. Ifaithfulness to
Him will mean the [ellowship of His sulferings, but il the
world sec **Christ in us” He will be glorified. J.H.
Concise Coursr or Stuny, No. 151. 03



SUBJECTS IFOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

Seven Wonders in Psalm 111,
His Work—Recommended,

His Rigliteousness—Remaineth,

1.
2.
3. His Covenant—Remembered,
4.

His Commandments—Reliable, .

5.. His People—Redeemed,
6. His Name—Reverend,
7. His Praise—Repcated,

About Nothing.

1. Profiting Nothing—The Flesh,..

2. Knowing Nothing—The Proud,

3. Paying Nothing—The Bankrupt,

4. Judging Nothing—The Church,

5. Able for \Tothlnﬂ—The Independent
6. Careful for ] \‘otlnng—The Prayerful, .
7. Good for Nothing—The Carnal,

What the Saviour Does.
1. He justifies, Luke 18. 14

2. He emancipates,
Titus 2. 14.
3. He saves, DMatt.
4. He unburdens,
Matt. 11. 28
He satisfies,

J]]

F.T.
Some Sins.
1. Sins of Omission,
James 4. 17.
. Sins of Commission,
Deut. 9. 7.
. Secret Sins,
Psalm 90. S.
. Besetting Sins,
Heb. 12. 1.
. Scarlet Sins,
Isa. 1.18.
. Great Sins,
Rev. 18. 5.
Sins of the Flesh,
Gal. 5. 19, F.K.

J) N w N

N

1. 21

John 4. 14

9+

Psalm 111.

I
- L]
b
’)

Y

’s 1
W.J.M.

John 6. 63
1 Tim.6. 4
Luke 7. 42
1 Cor.4.5
John 15. 5
Phil. 4. 6
Matt. 5. 13
]JS. FS.

3
3
S
7
9
9
0

“Salvation” (John 6. 47).

1.

- W N

- N

]

. A Perfect

. The

A Personal Salvation—
He.

A Present Salvation—
Hath.

. A Permanent Salvation

—Everlasting.
Salvation—
Life. H.K.D.
Seven Things of God.
Will of God,
1Cor. 1.1

. The Church of.God,

1 Cor. 1. 2.

. The Faithfulness of God,

1 Cor. 1.9.

. The Power of God,

1 Cor.1.8.

. The Wisdom of God,

I Cor. 1. 21I.

. The Testimony of God,

1 Cor. 2

. The Decp Tl;in:.;s of God.

| Cor. 1 H.K.D.



CALEB'S WISE CHOICE.

Reap Joshua 14.1-15. LearN 2 Corinthians 5. 10. Hints, Bad cholce, Genesis
13. 11; strange choice, Hebrews 11. 25; wise choice, 2 Chrouicles 1.10; best
choice, Luke 10. 42,

Or all the children of Israel who left Egypt only Joshua
and Caleb crossed Jordan and entered the promised land.
Faith’'s Reward. “Surely the land whereon thy feet
hath trodden shall be.thine.inheritance” (v. 9). When
Joshua and Caleb returned with the good report God
promised them an inheritance in the land, and now at the
end of forty-five years Caleb claims fulfilment of God’s
promise. Iforty-five years seems a long time to wait the
fulfilment of a promise, but God’s delays are not denials.
Preserving Grace. ‘“The Lord hath kept me alive these
forty and five years” (v. 10). What a splendid testimony
to the faithfulness of God! Caleb testifies that by the
preserving grace of God he was still alive, and as strong
to-day as he was forty-five years ago. Godliness is
profitable for time as well as eternity (1 Tim. 4. 8).

Caleb’s Choice. ‘“Now, therefore, give me this moun-
tain?’ (v. 12). Hebron which Caleb chose is the highest
city of Southern Palestine, being 600 feet higher than
Jerusalem. Moreover, it was fortified with strong walls,
and the Anakims (a race of giants) were there. The old
veteran at eighty-five. did .not choose Hebron because it
was a soft place, but because it was desirable. Hebron
means ‘“communion.’ Just as Caleb had enemies to over-
come, so have we, but like him we-can overcome all our
adversaries in the strength of the Lord (Num. 13. 30).

Joshua’s Blessing. ‘“And Joshua blessed him, and
gaye unto Caleb . . . Hebron for an inheritance” (v. 13).
Caleb got the desire of his heart and the blessing of Joshua.
We are reminded {hat the Lord Jesus is coming one of these
days to reward His servants—to give to every man accord-
ing as his work shall be (Rom. 22. 12). Alas for those who
refuse to obey His Gospel, nothing but the vengeance of a
righteous God awaits such (2 Thess. 1. 8).

Illustration. A [riend once said to Hudson Taylor,
the founder of the China Inland Mission, ““Don’t you think
God has honoured you greatly in allowing you to be the
means of doing such a great work.for Him in China?”
“Well,” said Hudson, ‘I don’t know; I think God
scarched all round f(or a weak man, and when He came to
me He said that [ was the weakest and I would do.”
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REFUGE FOR THE MANSLAYER.

READ Joshua 20. 1-9. LearNy Psalm 4§, 1, 2. Hints, LEternal rcfuge,
Dcuteronomy 33. 27; comfortable, Psalm 57. 1, Luke 13. 34.

THE merciful provision of the six cities of refuge for the
man who unwittingly caused his neighbour’s. death reveals
‘God in His twofold character as a just God and a Saviour.

God’s Law. ‘“Whoso sheddest man’s blood, by man
shall his blood be shed” (Gen. 9. 6). In the case of murder
this was God’s law, which knows no mercy. It was the
duty of the next of kin to demand satisfaction for the death
of his relative. God’s law, like the avenger of blood,
demands complete satisfaction from the sinnér (Rom. 3. 20).

Heavenly Grace. *“Appoint out for you cities of
refuge” (v. 2). The cities were situated three on either
side of Jordan, about equal distance from each other, and
the roads thither were specially made (Deut. 19. 3).
Everything was made easy for the unfortunate man.
God'’s great salvation is so easily understood that even
little children can make no mistake (Matt. 18. 3).

Perfect Security. “They shall take him (the slayer)
into the city unto them, and give him a place” (v. 4).
These cities of refuge were near, their gates were ever
open, and the moment the manslayer entered he was per-
fectly safe. So is it with all who trust the Saviour, who is
the sinner’s Refuge’’ (John 10. 28).

Restored Freedom. “He shall dwell in that city. ..
until the death of the high priest” (v. 6). The manslayer
must remain in the city of refuge so long as the high priest
lived; nothing but his death could bring him release and
restoration to his former place. So is it to-day, nothing
but the death of the Lord Jesus can bring freedom to sin-
bound captives (Gal. 4. 5).

Illustration. The son of a chieftain of the Macgregors
was killed in the highlands of Scotland in a scuffle. The
manslayer mounted his horse and fled, hotly pursued. He
reached the house of Macgregor himself, and cried, **Save
my life; men are after me to take it away.” *‘\Whoever
yvou are,’ replied Macgregor, “ you are safe while under my
roof.” Very soon the pursuers arrived, and thundering at
the gate demanded the stranger. *“The man has killed
vour son,” they said. The chief, with streaming tears,
said, “No, you cannot have him, for he has Macgregor's
word for_his safety.” How much more secure is he who
trusts his soul to the Word of the Eternal God (Luke21.33).
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JOSHUA'’S TESTIMONY.

ReAD Joshra 24, 14-23. Leary Joshua 24.15. HinTs, Jacob's, Genesis 48. 213
Joseph'’s, Cenesis 50. 24; Moses', Dcuteronomy 31. 1-§; the risen Saviodr's,
Matthew 28. 18, 20.

‘LLAST words are generally considered important. In his

parting testimony to Israel Joshua gives wise counsel.

Good Advice. “Now, therefore, fear the Lord, and
serve Him” (v. 14). This was indeed good advice. There
was always the danger of the Israelites being attracted by
the false gods of the Amorites; hence the necessity for wise
counsel. Joshua not only gives them good advice, he sets
before them a good example, for he said, “As for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord” (v.15). Weaccomplish
more by what we are than by what we say (1 Thess. 1. 5).

Immediate Decision. “Choose ye this day whom ye
will serve” (v. 15). The choice was to be personal and
immediate. If choice is important in daily life, how much
more so in regard to eternity. God’s time to choose is
Now (2 Cor. 6. 2). A right choice means eternal bliss; a
wrong choice means eternal woe.

Good Intention. “The Lord our God will we serve”
(v. 24). Their intentions were good, but they failed
miserably in their performances. Our own standard of
right oftentimes convicts us of sin. A written record of
the promises was also made, and formed convincing
evidence against their failure. Thus the Word of God con-
demns the sinner of his sin, but the same Word tells him
of a Saviour who came to save (John 3. 17).

Utter Weakness. “Ye cannot serve the Lord” (v. 19).
Joshua knew they were promising more than they were
able to perform. Their fathers had done the same thing
many years before, and had miserably failed (see Exod.
19. 8). DMen to-day are as unable as the Israelites to
carry out His will and law. It is utterly futile for the
sinner to attempt to reach Heaven by his own endeavours.
The glory of the Gospel is that it brings salvation to the
weakest and most worthless (Rom. 5. G).

Illustration. The schoolboy on leaving school makes-
his choice of a trade or a profession, and as a rule that
choice determines his future career so far as the present
life is concerned. I[ choice is so important a factor in
relcrence to time, how much more so in reference to eter-
nity. Choose Christ now, and Heaven will be yours;
reject Him, and you will be lost (Mark 8. 36).
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THE FAITHFUL WITNESS.

ReAp Jouyn 5. 24 40, Leakry John 5.39. Hint:, Falie witnesszs, Matthew 28.60;
true witnesses, Acts 2. 32; faithful witnasses, Acts 22, 20, Revelation 2. 13.

THE Lord Jesus is graciously acting as the Saviour of men
to-day, but on a coming day He will, as Son of Man, judge
in righteousness (Acts 17. 31).

Salvation Assured. “Verily, verily, I say unto you”
(v. 24). This beautiful verse begins with a double as-
surance. ‘“Hath everlasting life.” Everlasting life be-
comes the present possession of every one who trusts the
Saviour. “Shall not come into condemnation.” “HATH”
refers to the present time. “SHALL NOT” reaches out to
eternity. Those who trust the Saviour are as sure of
Heaven as if they were in it (John 10. 28).

Judgment Certain. “The Father hath ... given Him
authority to execute judgment” (v. 27). The Lord Jesus
Christ is presently acting in the capacity of Saviour, but
in a future day He will be Judge. Having been a man on
the earth He has perfect knowledge of the weakness of
human nature, and will therefore be just and considerate in
His judgment. How much better to meet Him as Saviour
than stand before Him as Judge (Rev. 20. 12).

Testimony Confirmed. “If I bear witness of Myself”
(v.31). The Lord reminds the Jews that His words were
supported by many witnesses. (1) John bare witness of
Him (v. 33). (2) The works or miracles the FFather gave
Him to do proved Clirist to be the Son of God. The Father
also testified from Heaven that He was His Son (Luke 3.
22;9. 35). (3) The Word of God testifies of Christ (Psa.
40. 7). In the face of such abundant proof unbelief in
Christ was inexcusable.

Christ Honoured. ‘“All men should honour the Son”
(John 5. 23). God the Father points to Christ (Matt. 17.
5), the Spirit glorifies Christ (John 16. 14), the Scriptures
testify of Christ (John 5. 39), and men will either honour
Christ in accepting him as Saviour or bow to Him as
Judge. Kiss the Son; He beangry in judgment (Psa. 2. 12).

Illustration. An eminent advocaté on one occasion
offered to defend the case of a man charged with crime.
[For some reason acceptance of the offer was deferred, and
in the meantime the advocate was promoted to the bench
as judge. When the case was tried the man who offered his
services as advocate sat as judge on the bench. The Lord
Jesus is Saviour to-day. Accept Him as such.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Poor Preaching.—A young man said he could preach
for half an hour any time, and think nothing about it.
‘‘Probably the audience thought the same,’’ replicd an
aged [cllow-worker. ‘‘This kind goeth not out but by
prayer and fasting’’ (Matt. 17. 21).

Misunderstood |—A deaf old woman, appearing at a
Highland Church with a large new ear-trumpet, was
approached by the beadle with, ‘‘One toot and your oot."’
Yet how many trumpet ‘‘an uncertain sound’’ and remain
in. ‘‘* Who shall prepare himself to the battle?’’

Wants a New Stem.—‘‘That mnan wants a prop on
cach side of him,’’ said one of an unhappy specimen at
a tramp’s Gospel breakfast. ‘‘No,’’ replied the other,
himself a reclaimed drunkard; ‘‘he wants a new stem
right down the middle.’’ The believer is a ‘‘new crea-
ture’’ (2 Cor. 5. 18). ‘‘Because he is born of God."’

If He Leaves the Stream.—One of the kings of Eng-
land, displeased at the city fathers, threatened to remove
the Court from London to the country. The Mayor said,
‘‘As long as hc leaves the River Thames we will do very
well.’”” Pomp and splendour ma go so long as the stream
of Salvation flows (Psa. 46. 4).

Gratitude for Reason.—A workman visiting a large
asylum near Glasgow was accosted by one of the patients
with, ‘‘Young man, did you cver thank God for your
reason ?’’ Awestruck, he answered, ‘‘No.’’ ‘“Then do
it now, for I have lost mine,’’ came the sermonic reply.
“‘In his right mind’’ (Mark 5. 15).

Jesus Like That.—‘‘What do you see?’’ I asked the
dying saint. Raising her poor, thin arms, with what
seemcd to be an unnatural energy and strength, she held
them outstretched as if to receive some one, and said:
“‘I sce Jesus, like that.’’ Soon alter she quietly fell aslecp,
to awake in His likeness (Acts 7. 56).

Dissenters Born.—Rowland Hill relates the following:
I once conversed with a man in the country, and asked him
if there were any good people in this town. His reply
displayed the narrowness of his spirit. ‘‘No, sir, we are
most of us dissenters born.”’ I could not help warmly
replying, ‘Do not tell me about being dissenters born,
but about dissenters born again’’ (John 3. 3). nyr.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

Seeing Through Stone Walls.—Dr. Rosig, ol the St.
Petersburg Institute ol Technology, announces his inven-
tion of an electroscopic apparatus which will give the
user to sce through stone walls, so that a person outside
a building can observe what is being done inside, and
vice versa. ‘‘Thou God seest me’’ (Gen. 16. 13) through
and through, anywhere, everywhere.

Grace for the Guilty.—An English officer, riding over
the battlefield with his servant, noticed a wounded enemy
soldier. ‘‘Give the poor fellow a drink from the water
bottle,”” he said. As the servant stooped down, the
soldier fired, and missed. Stepping back, he said, ‘\Vhat
shall I do now, sir?’’ ‘‘Give him the water all the same,
was the rioble officer’s reply. A faint picture of the Grace
of 2 Corinthians 8. 9.

Who was the Other ’—Robert Bruce, a saintly minister,
drew many to hear him. One day an Earl drove a good
distance to the Church. Getting impatient, he asked the
beadle when the minister would appear. The officer went
to the vestry, but hearing conversation within he re-
frained from knocking, and returned to the Earl. ‘‘He
wunna come to-day, yer lordship; for I heard him say to
Someone that he canna gae withoot Him, and though he
keept on asking, I didna hear the Other answer him at a’!"’
A greater servant had done the same. ‘‘If Thy presence
go not with me, carry us not up hence’” (Exod. 33. 13).

‘‘Because He Chose To.''—At. the close of one of
Brownlow._North’s meetings in Ireland an impertinent
young man caid: ‘‘I have heara you preach three times,
and I neither care for you nor your preaching unless you
can tell me why did God permit sin?’’ ‘I will do that
with pleasure,’’ was the unme(h'pte reply: ‘‘Because He
chose to, and,’’ added he, ‘‘if you continué to question
and caV1L at.God’s dealings I will tell you something more
that God will do, He will some day: cast you into Hell.
There were such questioners in St. Paul’s time, and how
did -he answer?  ‘Nay; but O man, who art thou that
repliests against God?’ "' (Rom. 9. 20). Stunned, the
young man inquired where the text was, went home, got
his Bible, found it, and five days alter came to Brow nlow
North a wiser and a happier man *‘saved by grace.”’ nyvr.
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ENTHUSIASM FOR GOD.

H

ExTHUSIASM mcans ‘‘“in God,’" and I can’t understand
how any man can realise this standing before God and
not be on fire three hundred and sixty-five days in the
year. Any man who goes into business and doesn’t throw
his heart into it doesn’t succeed. Now why not go into the
LLord’s work as earnestly as intoathletics? D.1L.)00ODY.

C. W. GOODSON, Auckland, New Zculund.



C. WW. GOODSON, NEW ZEALAND.

Y cable we learn that a remarkable man and a brother
beloved passed Home on 4th June, 1919, in the person
of C. \W. Goonson, Auckland, New Zcaland.

Born at Sleaford, Lincolnshire, 3rd January, 1837, the
youngest of thirteen children, whom his parents sought to
train morally for this world and spiritually for the world
to come. Brought up in the Church of IEngland, young
Goodson had a reverence for religion on Sundays, yct
loved the world more on week days. One of his vices was
card-playing, which along with companions he would
indulge in till twelve on Saturday night, and commence
again as soon as the clock struck twelve on Sunday night.

Rudely awakened in 1859 by the sudden death of a loved
father, he experienced a change, but not ¢%¢ change (John
3. 3). On Easter Sunday he took the Sacrament for the
first time, and felt he was then on the sure way to Heaven.
Circumstances, however, caused a revolution in mind, and
hearing of a godly minister preaching in a Baptist Chapel
two miles away he made his way thither. Interviewing
the minister as to w/a¢ he preached, he was surprised at
his clear statement of doctrines. ‘“But I think the doc-
trine of once saved always saved a dangerous one.” “Well,
that is what I preach, whether men hear or forbear.”
“You will see us on Sunday,” instantly replied Mr. Good-
son, pleased with this God-fearing declaration. Interested
the first Sunday, awakened the second, the third Sunday
found him not only convicted, but converted to God;
John 5. 24 and 10. 28 being the Scriptures mainly used
to his enlightenment. Not onec moment since that event{ul
Lord’s day in 1864 was he ever without the “assurance”
of sins forgiven through what the Lord Jesus did for him
on Calvary.

Becoming a diligent student of the Word, like all simple
and earnest students, he found belicvers’ baptism to be the
Scriptural mode, and became obedient to the heavenly
vision.

After acting as a deacon [or six years he suggested o
the senior- deacon that, like the disciples of old, they
should observe the Lord's Supper once a week instead ol
once a month. “That would never do Jiere,” he replied,
“Why?” *Because we would be too much like the bre-
thren,” he added.  “Then as you admit brethren are more
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C. W, Goodson, New Zealand.

Scriptural, please accept my resignation of the diaconate,
membership, and pew, for where the Scriptures are fol-
lowed there will I be,” decided the earnest soul. The
next Lord’s day seven like-minded gathered to show forth
the Lord’s Death till He come (Luke 22. 14; Acts 20. 7;
1 Cor. 11. 26). In this simple, Scriptural path he
continued, and ever encouraged others to ‘“continue
steadfastly” (Acts 2. 42).

Along with his wife and nine children he set sail for
New Zealand on 26th November, 1879, and reached that
land on 29th February, 1880, making Auckland or the
neighbourhood his home from that date until his pro-
motion to the Father’s House.

Through special circumstances he was compelled to
call his creditors together before leaving England. A fair
composition was agreed upon; but as the Lord prospered
him in business in New Zealand he returned home, invited
all his creditors to lunch, paid every one 1n full. with
interest to date, explained how he had been enabled so to
do, and thus gave a testimony to the goodness of God and
the righteous life of the Christian. The press most favour-
ably commented on this “honest deal.”

A tall, manly man, with a genial countenance, an active
worker in the Gospel, and one who ever encouraged his
fellows in the ways that be in Christ, given to hospitality
and liberality, his testimony impressed most with whom
he came in contact.

As in other things, his home life was unique. He
married Betsy Cartwright, Lincolnshire, in 1862. She
died at Auckland in 1880. In 1883 he married Eliza
Bourne, Cotherston, England. She died at Rotorua in
1901. In 1904 he married Isabella Jane Perston, of Scot-
land, who now mourns his loss. Thus his married life has
been 18 years, 18 years, 15 years, which is surely a record !

During his business career and after his retiral he was
permitted to circle the globe five times, secking in some
little measure to minister to the saints and proclaim the
blessed Gospel to those yet in darkness. Visits to Con-
ferences in different lands arc lemembucd by many, his
sclect quotations, including *“Let it pass,’ h\mg them-
se lvc: on the minds of all who listened to their impressive
rccnalmn
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C. W. Goodson, New Zealand.

His testimony near the close was, “I have had my ups
and downs, gains and losses, prosperity and adversity,
sickness and health, but faith in Him remains through it
all. As I review the forty-four years God enabled me to
walk in a measure of separation I am lost in wonder; fifty
years and I am lost in wonder and love at the grace that
sought, saved, and kept me; seventy-seven years and I am
lost in wonder, love, and praise at such marvellous grace.”

Now the eighty-one years of earthly pilgrimage and
fifty-five of active Christian service are exchanged for the
endless life of Heaven and the unending service for the
Lord and Master whom he loved so long and served so well.
May we follow him even as he followed Christ. HYP.

CONDENSED LIST OF FUTURE EVENTS.

Increase of evil foretold,.. .. .. 2 Tim. 3. 1-9
Size of Palestine from west to east, z.c.,

the Nile to the Euphrates, . Gen. 15. 18
Area of enlarged Palestine about 300 000 square miles.
Unconditional gift of the land, .. Gen. 13. 14-17
National restoration of the Jews, - Isa. 18
Individual return of Israelites, Isa. 27 12, 13; 66. 20;
The Antichrist a Jew Dan. 11. 37 [\Iatt 24. 31

The Antichrist reigns as king in Palestine, Dan. 11. 36
““Little horn” of Daniel 7 rises from the wes¢.
“Little horn” of Daniel 8 rises from the east.

King of the South is Egypt, .. .. Dan. 11
“Gog” of Ezekiel 38 and 39 is the last Czar of Russia.

The second beast is the Antichrist, .. Rev. 13. 11
[dolatry rampant in Judea, .. .. DMatt. 12. 44,45
Satan revives the fourth empire, - Rev. 17. 8
Revived empire of Rome a persecuting power, Rev. 13. 8
The empire a blaspheming power, . .. Rev. 13. 5

The Roman Prince makes a seven years’
covenant with the apostate Jewish nation, Dan. 9. 27
The weeks of Daniel 9 are weeks of years; the weeks of
Danicl 10. 2 are weeks of days.

The great Tribulation lasts 1260 days, ..  Rev. 12
The King of the North and the Assyrian arc identical.

Jerusalem twice besieged and captured, Zech. 12: 14
Church saved from the Tribulation, .. .. Rev.3.10
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Condensed List of Future Events.

Western Europe cspouses the cause of and politically
favours the Jews.

LEastern powers politically hate the Jews, .. Psa.S83

The “woman,” or mother, of Revelation 12 is Israel.

The “Man-Child” of Revelation 12 is Christ.

Miracles wrought by satanic power, .. Rev. 13.12-15

The gathering of the ten tribes,.. ae Ezek. 20; 34
The beast and the false prophet—two

men—cast alive into punishment,. Rev. 19. 20
The prophetic part of “The Revelation” commences Wwith

chapter 6.
The Coming of Christ to Mount Olivet, Zech. 14. 4
All Israel saved, .. o Rom. 11. 26
Satan confined in the abyss for 1000 years, Rev. 20.3
Christ reigns for 1000 years, .. e Rev. 20. 4G
The three leading millennial powers, .. Isa. 19. 24, 25
Jerusalem to be rebuilt and adorned, .. » Isa. 60
A large and costly Temple erected, .. .. Ezek. 40
Israel’s sacrifices commemorative, .. Ezek. 44 ;-46
New land arrangement of the tribes, .. .. Ezek. 48
““The Prince” of the royal tribe to be Christ’s

vicegerent on the throne of Judah, LEzek. 44;-48
Jerusalem holy for ever, . .. Zech. 14. 20, 21
Jerusalem the city of the great kmg, . .. Psa. 48. 2
Palestine and the whole earth to become

exceedingly {ruitful, i R .. Psa.72
Israel greatly mult1p11ed .. Iizek. 36.37,38
Waters of the Dead Sea healed and stocked with fish, Ezek. 47
The LEgyptians blest and saved,. . Isa. 19. 18-22
No more war, .. . .. Isa. 2. 4
No more 1dolatry, . - Isa. 2. 18-20
Instincts of the animals changed - Isa. GS. 25
Long life on the earth, .. : Isa. GS. 22
The spared nations flock up yenly to

Jerusalem, .. - Zech. 14. 16
The Church displayed in government'ﬂ glory, Rev. 21
No tears, no curse, no night, .. ; .. Rev.21
Christ and His he'wcnly people over Zion—a

glory and delence, .. . .Isa.4.5,6

The Coming may be moment'mly e\peclcd The Lord
is at hand. The wise virgins, roused by the midnight cry,
are trimming their lamps. ARE WE READY? . SCOTT.
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SUBJECTS FOR SPEAKERS AND STUDENTS.

Concerning the Faith. Thou Hast

Acts 24. 24. ‘l) }:Iifttl:ddme. Psa. 30. rl)
1. The Ground of Faith, 5 Breélug;hgﬁé . 3
Rom. 10. 17. 4' Kept me ’ ’ :
2. The Object of Faith, 5. Strengthened me, ,, 7
~Acts 20.21. 6. Changed me, -, 11
3. The Activity of Faith, | 7. Girded me, ., 11
Gal. 5. 6. W.J.M.
4. The Trial of Faith, 1 J-acl(;gSt Worg:r.l 49 33
_ 1 I.’eter L. 7', 2. Moses, .. Deut.33.1
5. The Flght of IFaith, 3. David, .. 2Sam. 23.1
1 ’1‘.1m. 6. 12. 4., Joshua, .. Josh. 24. 29
6. The VlCtOl‘y of Faith, 5. Peter, .. 2Peterl. 14
1 John 5. 4. 6. Paul, .. 2 Tim. 4.6
7. The Rest of IFaith, 7. Christ, .. Rev.22.20

Heb.4.3. T-H. JS. FS.

A Creation Study.

THE FFIRST CREATION A TYPE OF THE NEW, as mentioned
in2 Cor. 5.17; Gal. 6. 15; Eph. 2. 10; Eph. 4. 24.

1st Day—“Let there be light,” .. .. JILLUMINATION.
Compare Heb. 10.32;2Cor. 4.6; Eph.5.8.

2nd Day—"“Let there be a firmament,” SEPARATION.
Compare Gal. 1. 4; John 17. 16; 2 Cor. 6. 14.

3rd Day—*Let the dry land appear,” RESURRECTION.
Compare Eph. 2. §; Col. 3. 1; Phil. 3. 10, 11.

4th Day—"“Let there be light,” .. .. IMPARTATION.
(Light never shines for its own sake, but for the benefit
of.others.)

Compare the Sun and Mal. 4. 2; John 9. §.

Compare the Moon and S. of S. 6. 10; Matt. 5. 14.

Compare the Stars. Phil. 2.15; 1 Cor. 15. 41 ; Dan. 12. 3.

5th Day—‘“Let the waters bring forth,’”’ MANIFESTATION.

Compare the Believer's Progress through the World.
| Peter 2. 11; Phil. 3. 12-14; Psa. 84. 7.

Compare the Believer’s Ability to rise above the World.
Exod. 19.4; Isa. 40. 31; Col. 3. 1.

6th Day—"“Let us make men,” .. .. CONFORMATION.
Compare Rom. 8. 29; Phil. 3. 21; 1 John 3. 2.
7th Day—"“And God rested,” .. .. SATISFACTIOX.

Compare Psa. 103.5; Psa.36.8; Psa. 17. 15. G.H.
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TWO “CERTAIN” MEN.

\MHERE do we find thestory of ‘‘a certain man’’ and
““a certain Samaritan?” Luke 10.30, 32. Turn
it up. See the poor man lying by the wayside, wounded,
naked, “half-dead.’’ After getting interest centred on
the subject draw a bold C on the blackboard, and ask
what is'the first word to write beginning with C. He was
CURSED, as was evident, on the road to Jericho (v. 30),
the city of the curse. Type of man’s 7isin. The “‘certain’’
Samaritan draws near, and the ‘‘certain’’ man is
CURED by the pouring into the wound of oil and wine.
Types of redempition. Wine speaks of crushing, bruising,
and dying. It is used in this sense at the Lord’s Supper.
Ol tells of joy and gladness. ‘‘\Who for the joy that was
set before Him, endured the Cross, despising the shame’’
(Heb. 12. 2). After being cured he is
CARRIED on “his own beast” (v: 34) from the place
of danger to safety. Type of the Saviour’s care in lifting
‘““‘thc beggar from the dunghill and setting him among
princes’’ (1 Sam. 2. 8). He is also
CARED FOR in the hostel (v. 35). Not left to his
own resources, but kept by the host till the one who had
done so much
CALLED FOR and took him to be with himself. Just
like John 14. 3. Who could not tell of “ Jesus the mighty
to save, keep, and glorify,” from such a thrilling story ?
Add a touching tale ol rescuc as a closing appeal. Hyr.
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LOVE TO CHRIST.

. \/\/'HO loved me’’ (Gal. 2. 20) was thec secret of the
apostle’s lile and love, and it is only as the love
of Christ is experimentally known and enjoyed will there
be any response of our affections toward Him (2 Cor. 5. 14),
Love Bestowed (1 John 4. 7-14). “He first loved us.”
Dead in trespasses and sins, enemies and aliens, hateful
and hating, describe our natural condition. It was while
we were in this condition that He gave Himself
for us. He loved us and sent His Son is the funda-
mental fact of all true love to-day, and by this alone can
we be transformed (Rom. 5. 3).

Blessing Promised (1 John 4. 15-21). Love cannot
be worked up, but it grows upon what it feeds. To
be occupied with His love to us as revealed in His humilia-
tion, His suffering, and death; the giving of Himself for
us, and to us, is that which will increase our love to Him ;
and as we dwell in that love, and make it our covert and
abiding place, we shall find we are dwelling in God.

Need Realised (John 6. 60-71). As the Lord becomes
the object of our affections, and as we learn the beauty and
perfection of His character, there will come an increasing
knowledge of our need of Him and of our entire dependence
on Him. The very graces of His character which we
would desire to know and manifest must come from Him,
the wealth of affection with which we would regard Him,
the homage and worship we would give can only become
possible as we are rooted and grounded in Him.

Devotion Manifested (Phil. 3. 1-10). Love and labour,
affection and sacrifice, go together, and love to Christ
must manifest itself. The carrying out of His will; labour-
ing that we may be acceptable; willingness to lose and to
suffer with and for Him, will be the outcome of partaking
of His Spirit. There will be a clearing of ourselves from all
that is questionable, and an carnest desire to be conflormed
to Him in life and character as well.

Substance Offered (1 John 3. 14-24). Love to the
Lord means also love to our brethren. God we cannot
see, but we can serve Him in the service of our fellows.
Surely the sight of “a world lying in the wicked one,” and
the groans of sulfering thousands, and those who are in the
darkness and shadow of death, should find a rexponse in
hearts touched and filled with the love of Christ, ..

Coxcise Covrsz or S1upv, No. 152, 108



TO BIBLE AND TRACT DISTRIBUTERS.

1: OR the sake of believers in Christ, I make the following
remarks with reference to their service in seeking to
circulate the Holy Scriptures and tracts.
What have we to do as tract or Bible distributers ?

I. Never to reckon our success by the number of Bibles,
or Testaments, or tracts which we circulate; for millions of
Bibles, Testaments and tracts might be circulated and
little good result from our efforts. ‘‘Neithzr is he that
planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that
giveth the increase’’ (1 Corinthians 3. 7).

II. We should, day by day, seek God'’s blessing on our
labours in this particular, and on every tract or copy of
the Holy Scriptures which we give we should, as much
as possible, ask God’s blessing.

ITI. We should expect God’s blessing upon our labours,
and confidently expect it; yea, look out for His
blessing. ‘‘Let us not be weary in well-doing; for in due
season we shall reap if we faint not’’ (Galatians 6. 9).

IV. We should labour on in this service, prayerfully and
believingly labour on, even though for a long time we should
see little or no fruit; yea, we should labour on as if every-
thing depended on our labours, whilst, in reality, we ought
not to put the least confidence in our exertions, but
alone in God’'s ability and willingness to bless, by His
Holy Spirit, our cfforts for the sake of the Lord Jesus.

V. And what will be the result of labouring on patiently
in such a spirit? We find the answer in the Epistle to the
Galatians, vi. 9: ¢ Let us not be weary in well-doing; for
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Observe, in
due season. The whole of our earthly pilgrimage is a sow-
ing time, though we may be allowed to see, now and then,
fruit resulting {rom our sowing; but if it were not thus,
or if comparatively little fruit were now, in this life, rcaped,
the due scason is coming. At the appearing of our Lord
Jesus all will be made manifest. Our reward of grace
will be given to us for our patient service then; and in
the prospect of that day we have patiently to continue in
well-doing. But this patient conlinuing in well-doing calls
for much prayer, for much meditation on the Word of God,
and for much feeding on the work and person of our Lord
Jesus, in order that thus our spiritual strength may \be

renewed dpy by day. o GEORGI MULLER.



GIDEON'S CALL TO SERVICE.

RiaD ludges 6. 11-24. Lrarx Luke 16. 10. [[mrs, Moses’ call, Exodus 3;
Samuel’s, 1 Samuel 2; David's, 1 Samuel 16; Peter’s, Luke 5; Paul’s, Acts 9.

THE history of the children of Israel is made up of defeat
[ollowing disobedience, and victory following confession.
Because of their sin and disobedience God allowed them
to fall into the hands of the Midianites, who oppressed
them sorely. In their distress they cried to the Lord.

Sin’s Punishment. “The children of Israel did evil
in the sight of the Lord” (v. 1). God hates sin, and in
justice He must punish the sinner. Because of their sin
He delivered the Israelites into the hand of Midian seven
years. God is sovereign, and He sometimes.used a heathen
nation to chastise His people. Sin is the greatest evil in
the world ; it crucified Christ ; it ruins thesoul (James 1. 15).

God'’s Deliverance. “The angel of the Lord appeared
unto Gideon” (v. 12). In order to deliver His people
God required a human instrument. He did not select
any of the great ones in Israel. Gideon belonged to a
poor family, and he himself was the least in his father’s
house (v.15). Heabases the proud, and exalts the humble.
It is sinners who know and own their poverty that God
enriches with salvation (Psa. 32. 5).

Atoning Sacrifice. “Gideon ... made ready a kid”
(v. 19). Gideon believed in the doctrine of atonement;
he offered the kid and unleavened cakes: Thus in this Old
Testament story we have Calvary in type. We learn {from
versc 21 that the offering was accepted. Our Sacrifice,
the Lord Jesus Christ, was offered on the Cross, and His
acceptance was proved by His resurrection from the dead.
Those who put their trust in Him are accepted also in all
the value of His life and death (Eph. 1. G).

Divine Peace. “The Lord said unto him, Peace be
unito thee” (v. 23). Afraid lest, having seen the angel of
the Lord face to face, he would.die the Lord’s words of
assurance to Gideon were, “Peace be unto thee.” The
Word of God gives a like assurance to-day to all who
trust the Saviour and His atoning work (John 3. 36).

Illustration. Sin is like leprosy. Leprosy is small in
its beginning and spreading in its tendency; so Is sin.
Leprosy was defiling in its nature; so is sin. Leprosy was
incurable by human agency (only the power of God could
cffect a cure); so is sin. The Blood of Christ, and that
alone, cleanses the soul from sin (1 John 1. 7).
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GIDEON'’S DUAL TEST.

READ JudgesG 33-40. LrarN James 1.5. HiNts, Moses, Exodus 4; Jeremiah,
Jer. 1. 11; doctrine, Gal. 6. 4, 1 Thess. 5. 21; the personal test,. Luke 9. 20.

BURrRDENED with a sense of the perilous undertaking in
which he was to be engaged, and conscious of his own
inability: to overcome the enemy, Gideon desires fresh
convincing proof that God was with him.

Godly Courage. ‘“Throw down the altar of Badal”
(v. 25). Gideon’s father was an idolater, and had an idol
altar on his ground. The command of the Lord to Gideon
was to throw it down, and Gideon had the courage to obey
God. The result was he was opposed and rejected by the
very people who should have given him a welcome. In
this he is like our blessed Saviour, who came unto His own
people (the Jews), and they received Him not (Johri 1. 11).
Alas, He is still despised and rejected by men (Isa. 53. 3).

Divine Power. ‘“The Spirit of the Lord came upon
Gideon” (v. 34). This was the secret of Gideon’s power
for service. Gideon resembles our Lord, upon whom the
Holy Spirit descended, equipping Him to do His Father’s
will. The work of the Spirit is most important. If un-
converted we require, like Nicodemus, to be born of the
Spirit to enter the Kingdom of God ; if a believer we need
the power of the Spirit to work for our Lord (John 3. 7).

Decision’s Call. ‘“He blew a trumpet” (v. 34). This
was a call to decision. Those who would fight against the
enemy must take sides with Gideon. It is so to-day.
Men and women are either on the side of Christ or on the
side of Satan. There is no middle course. On which side
are you? Decide now; choose ye to-day whom ye will
serve (Joshua 24. 15).

Double Proof. ‘“If thou wilt save Israel by my hand”
(vv. 36, 37). At this point Gideon seems to waver in his
confidence, for he said, “By mine hand,” as if he thought
it hardly possible that he could be the instrument used.
On the other hand, it shows that Gideon had a very humble
opinion of himself, and was conscious of his worthlessness.

Illustration. Sir Horace Vere when in the Palatinate
called a council of war. A Dutch lord said that the enemy
had so many pieces ol ordnance planted that it was dan-
gerous to fight. Sir Horace replied, “My lords, if you fear
the mouth of a cannon, you must never come into the
field.” Like Gideon, the Christian has God on his side,
and therefore has nothing to fear (Rom. 8. 31).
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GIDEON'’S DREAM.

Reap Judges 7. 9-23. LuarN 1 Corinthians 15. 57. Hints, Red Sca victory,
Exodus 15; over Amalok, Exodus 17. 13; the great Victor, Rev. 10. 1.

GobD proves to Gideon that the victory was to be gained
neither by might nor by power, but by Jehovah Himself.
Gideon’s Trial. “The people that are with thee arc
too many” (see v. 2). It must have been a real trial to
Gideon to see his fine army of 32,000 men reduced to 300;
but this was necessary to prevent Israel from boasting.
Men to-day want to reach Heaven by their own efforts,
whereas the only way is “By grace” (Eph. 2. 8).
Timely Encouragement. “ Go thou with Phurah
thy servant down to the host”(v. 10). If God tests Gideon's
faith He also encourages him in Himself, and 