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THE MASTER’S TROUBLE —

Troubied over His N John 14:1,27—Because He was troubled,
own John 11:33 He would have us free from trouble: and
this, He has accomplished by entering into
w Heaven, and by this has prepared our place

of entrance.

Troubled over Him- F Luke 24:35,39—Because He was troubled
self John 12:27 and bore the death of the Cross, we view
(©) the wounds of the newly slain and find
beace. ““Thy wounds, Thy wounds, Lord
R Jeﬁus—these deep, deep wounds shall
te e

Troubled over the | Peter 3:14—Because He knew the trouble
Deceiver u of the Deceiver, He makes it possible for

John 13:2) S us to be free from fear of the wicked.

Wm. J. Oliver

THE WOUNDED SAVIOUR
WOUNDED for us? Yes! wonderful love,
Down to this earth from His Home above;

Just to save us — the people He loved,
Not only unworthy, but haters of good.
F.
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PROFESSION, FALSE AND TRUE
Address by Mr. T. D. W. Muir, Jan. Sth, 1922,

I WANT you to listen to two or three verses that I shall read
out of God’s Book, something that the Lord Jesus said when He
was here, Now He was God and therefore it behooves us to listen
carefully to what He said:

*A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits
ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day,
Lord. Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy name
have we cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful
works?” . . . Matt. 7:18-22.

If I were to ask some of these gentlemen back there in the Hall
for a title to these verses, | think they would tell me that the verses
deal with *Profession.” We hear about people professing to be
Christians. Now this is very real, for every one who is a Christian
professes to be onc: but many a man professes to be a Christian
who is not a Christian. Let me tell you about a young man that I
knew. He said that he came across the sea from the old country and
that he was the son of an English nobleman, and he was received
into people’s houses as such, but it was found out after a while that
he was plain John Brown from a place twenty miles away. In the
same way somc men profess to be Christians and they are not.

Now I am going to talk about money. Here is a two-dollar
Canadian bill. It says it was issued by the Government of Canada,
and it says it was born on June 2nd, 1887 and it bears the name of
Governor-general. It makes much profession. 1 do not know how
long it ran on its profession. I think it got into the baker’s hands
to buy bread, and got into other stores to buy other articles and
perhaps it went into the collection for the missionary. But one day
it got into the Bank and then it was found out to be something else
than what it professed, and then it was marked all over with the word
“Counterfeit.” And so it is with people. Some may say about you,
“He is a nice boy. He is converted,” but if you are not truly born
again one day you will come into the hand of the Lord Jesus and
will be stamped “Counterfeit.” Now here is another bill, not so big
as the first one, (they used to call these “shin-plasters”), and it is
worth only twenty-five cents. It is a little professor. and it went into
the Bank and came out of the Bank, and it was not marked
“Counterfeit,” becauss it is a real genuine bill. Now I would rather
be the little genmine twenty-five cent bill than the big two-dollar
counterfeit. Sometimes a boy savs to himself, “l will profess to be
saved just to please my teacher.” That is fa'se and one day he will
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some evil take me, and I die.”
5. He contrived his personal plan for escape.
“This city is near, and it is a little one.”
(A necarby city — for his convenience.
A little city — only a linle departure from God's plan of
restoration.)
6. He reasserted his sclf-confidence. “My soul shall live.”
C. Six disastrous losses, mentioned in Genesis 19, involved his:
1. Occupation — he lost his simple shepherd occupation and
became a judge. — Vs. 1, 9.
2. Morality — he lost moral discernment and became like the
immoral Sodomites (in attitude, although not in practice,
due undoubtedly to the grace of God) — Vs. 8.

3. Testimony — he lost the respect of the Sodomites, and
became a stranger to them — vs. 9. (He called them ‘‘bre-
thren” — vs. 7. They called him a sojourning “fellow” —
vs. 9).

4. Family — he lost the esteem of family members (men who
were engaged to his daughters) and became a mocker —
vs. 9, 14.

5. Material possessions — he lost his house and possessions
and became a cave dweller — vs. 30.

6. Matrimonial life — he lost his wife and through his daugh-
ters’ deceit, fathered their two sons — vs. 36.

Sad to say, the cffects of Lot's covetousness and resultant dis-
obedience did not end in the cave. The older daughter’s child, call-
cd Moab, was the father of a nation which later morally corrupted
many in the congregation of Isracl, resulting in the death of 24,000
offecnders (Numbers 25:1-9). Ben-ammi, the child born to the
younger daughter, was the father of a nation that indirectly contrib-
uted toward the moral downfall and ruin of the lsraelites through
Rehoboam (son of an Ammonitess — I Kings 14:21-31) and re-
mained continually hostile toward them (sce Nehemiah 4:3. etc.)
eventually calling forth Divine vengeance (Ezekial 25:1-10).

Nevertheless, the grace of God was displayed toward the nation
of Moab in the fact that Moses was buried by the Lord in that
Land (Dcut. 34:5,6) and espccially in the case of Ruth and her
favored position in the tribe of Judah through marriage with Boaz
(Ruth 4:13-22), despite the prohibition so clearly defined in Deute-
ronomy 23:3-6.

In conclusion, let us apply the apostle’s words regarding TIsrael’s
cxperiences to the case of Lot: “Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples. and they arc written for our admonition . . .
Wherefore lct him that thinketh he standeth take heged lest he fall.
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful.” (I Co. 10:11-13).
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throne of grace. Your child’s education is not everything and the
child’s salvation must come before any other consideration. They
may think it strange that ye run not with them (1 Peter 4:4) but
then zhey thought that Noah and Lot were strange men.

We arc told that there are documentary programmes, nature
studics and the like which are valuable. In fact, so valuable that
saints would rather put 4000 francs (500 pounds sterling) into a
colour television to learn about the nesting habits of some remote
and obscurec Mongolian duck rather than use that money for the
furtherance of the gospel! And what shall we say about sport? How
many of God’s pcople, pilgrims and strangers, spend time watching
the athletes of this world winning “victors’ crowns™ not rcalizing
that in so doing they are in the course of losing theirs? (See 2 Tim.
2:5 and 4:7).

Television is insidious. it is compulsive and it becomes Laodicca
but never Philadelphia.

A STUMBLING BLOCK

According to Romans 14:20 it is possible for a thoughtless
Christian to overthrow or cast down (kataluo) the work of God by
his bad example. The following verse bids us to put away anything
which could causec a brother (1) to stumble. i.c. to fall down and
injure himse!f. (2) to be ensnared, i.e. helplessly trapped by a
cunning hunter (note 2 Tim. 2:26) or (3) made weak, i.e. deprived
of spiritual strength. You may not be affected but your example
could cause all or any of the above three things to happen to the
brother for whom Christ died. Is he to know that you do not watch
the shows. films and spectacles that are part of a sin-cursed world
and from which he has perhaps bezen so recently delivered?

In concluding we do well to consider the implications of 1 John
2:10. If T permit a stumbling block in my life then T have no real
love for my brother; “He that loveth his brother abideth in the
licht and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.”

FRAGMENTS

I may open my lips as often as I get the chance; bnt it is only
when the Lord opens them that He is glorified. “Open Thou my
lips, and myv mouth shall show forth Thy praise.” Psa. 51:15.

Those whom God will use seem to have extra trial, and need
grace to look up, and, in spite of outward things. to go on. All the
malice of Satan seems directed against one when he seeks the
welfare of saints. The Lord seems, in allowing it, to say: “Now
will you go on®” What a study in the gospels as we see the Lord
thus evil spoken of! So in the epistles — and others. Let us go on.
and the Lord give grace and wisdom.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND THE WORLD

Read John 15:19; John 17:6-14-16 and Gal. 1:4
Part Il

George Graham

The Christian and the Commercial World

In II Cor. 6:14, we read, “Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelicvers.” This is what God has said for the guidance of
His people while we sojourn here below. The reason given by God
is: Righteousness (speaking of the Christian) can have no fcllow-
ship with unrightecousness (speaking of the unbeliever). These twe
opposites are not compatible and have nothing in common. We use
this scripture often in warning young belicvers of the dangers of
such a yoke matrimonially, but it has to do with the business and
commercial life as well.

There are christians who do not scc things in this way, but we
believe this is what the scriptures teach (not what we think).
There are christians who purchase stock in different companies and
do not seem to understand in so doing, they become stockholders
or sharcholders in the company. This is disobedience to the Word
of God, whether wilful or in ignorance. What about putting money
into a savings account in a bank? Is that not the same? There is
no comparison. Buying stock makes me a partner or sharcholder,
putting money into the bank, a patron or customer.

We have heard of christians who play the stock market. It is
a form of gambling. Some make good and others have lost all.
Think what happened when Wall Street crashed, T believe in the
carly thirtics. If T am guided by the Word of God and not by the
desire to make money (1 Tim. 6:9-10), I will have nothing to do
with stocks or the stock market. [ will not be unequally yoked. We
can be linked up with the business world in a variety of ways. Going
back to the Old Testament scriptures. we have the displeasure of
God manifested by such a yoke. IT Chron. 20:35-37. Jehoshaphat,
the king of Judah. a godly king. entered into a commercial yoke
with an ungodly king in Israel. Ahaziah by name of whom wec read,
who did very wickedly. God blew upon this venturec and the ships
were destroyed. What a solemn lesson!

Comparatively speaking, the commercial world is in the hands
of a few men (world financiers) and is made up of amalgamations.
svndicates and cartels, where the little man is being crushed out.
There is little or no room for the small man, the loner. in the bus-
iness world. The city. amalgamation and big business had their be-
einning in Gen. 11. and we see its ending in Rev. 19. Just before
the end. we see the commercial world in the hand of one man, the
second beast of Rev. 13:11-18. One’s social standing or financial
state will mean nothing in that day. All power and authority shall
be in the hand of that sinster character (one of the trinity of evil
in that day). and none will be able to buy or sell without the mark




































Everett, Pa. — We had a short visit with the small assembly here
which carries on even more or less isolated — S. S. is a little better
and ministry meeting in the afternoon had some from neighbouring
assemblies to hear the Word. Our late brother George Winemiller
with bro. Wm. Armstrong labored here in the early days.

FALLEN ASLEEP

Pennsauken, N.J. — Our dear brother Robert Draper ‘‘went home'’
to be with the Lord November 5 in his early “fifties’’ — he has suffered
considerably of late years and as one stated ‘‘His part is a release.”
He leaves his widow Jean, three sons, two daughters, one daughter
married to our brother Eugene Higgins who serves in the Gospel. We
commend the family to the prayers of the saints. Our dear sister has
that *‘blessed hope’’ — Titus 2:13.

Willmar, Minn. — Our beloved brother Robert Orsten went to be
with the Lord Nov. 7th., aged 72. He was the first man saved when the
tent was pitched in Willmar in 1953 and he ran the race well to the
end. The Assembly feels his loss keenly. Esteemed by his brethren,
friends and neighbours.

Cleveland, Ohio —Our esteemed brother Robert Surgenor, Sr.,
“went home' November 19th., in his 84th year. Born in N. Ireland,
came to Steubenville, Ohio, when 17 and married in 1913. Both were
saved at cottage meetings and in fellowship in Steubenville Assembly —
they came to Cleveland in 1915 and were in fellowship in the old
Addison Road Assembly, now Monticello, for over 60 years. He gave
helpful ministry and counsel through the years. Of late years he has
been in Tampa, Fla., during the Winter. He leaves one son, Robert,
serving in the Gospel and several grandchildren, commended to the
prayers of the saints for their salvation. We have known our brother
for years, always standing for the ‘‘things most surely believed”
among us as Assemblies.

Cleveland, Ohio — Our dear sister Mrs. Randa McBride ‘‘went
home” suddenly November 22, aged 77. Saved when young, in fellowship
in West Side assembly for some years. We believe she, with others,
were brought into touch with the saints during Bro. David Roy's tent
meetings in Berea several years ago. A quiet, kindly believer who loved
her Saviour and loved to hear of Him.

Lonaconing, Md. — Our dear brother James Main ‘“went home" to
be with the Lord November 28th. Saved and gathered with the saints
of this Assembly for many years, of late years in the Cumberland
Assembly, Maryland. He- leaves one son, also two sisters and one
brother.

Antioch, Iowa — Our dear brother Ralph Kluiter went to be with the
Lord Nov. 26th., aged 71. Saved in 1930 and for many years in the
Hitesville Assembly, of late with the new Assembly here, nearer to
his home. His wife predeceased him in 1967.
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THE LAMPSTAND
*A Solid Tesfimony''

Wm. H. Ferguson

CONCERNING THE “Lampstand”™ —- sec Numbers 8 etc.,
which we generally associate with “Testimony” in an age of dark-
ness and aeception, we read in this chapter (in Septuagint) —
“And this is the construction, or appointment, or arrangement of the
lampstand: it is SOLID, golden — its stem and its lilics — all solid
ete.”

We were impressed in reading this by the word “SOLID™ being
applied to it. We know it was beaten out of a solid lump of gold —
there were no innovations of machinery used in its construction,
reminding us how needful it is that we abide by the pattern lest we
lose the power of testimony and become like: the religious commun-
ities that surround us.

Concerning the setting of the lamps (seven) in order . . . “the
seven lamps shall give light opposite the lampstand. The throught
here seems to be that the scven lamps burning with the pure oil
(speaking of the Spirit's presence) in all testimony to His Name,
should first of all reveal the beauty and heavenly design of the
Lampstand ere the lamps are placed in order on it, thereby giving
beauty to all the Sanctuary inside — (only the priestly family and
God himself beholding this.) This all raised the thought in our mind
of the necessity of having a “golden” or “solid Testimony, for God
first, to induce the praise and thanksgiving of the soul to behold
more of. and enter into the fulness of Christ and His work. To
scripturally bear testimony of His Name. we must have the knowledge
of Himsclf, by the Holy Spirit, to maintain a “solid testimony.”

We live in a day of imitation, glitter and pretence but our God
cver desires something “'solid™ for Him erc the Lord come. We need:

SOLID CHRISTIANS

SOLID BEAUTY — not artificial

SOLID ORDER IN THE ASSEMBLY

SOLID OVERSEEING OR SHEPHERDING OF THE
F1L.OCK:

We would consider this further:

SOLID CHRISTIANS: Such have been the backbone of the
“testimony” to His Name through the years. Men and women of real
conviction and a firm grasp of divine principles have left us a heri-
tage of faithfulness and happy memories. We need such more than
cver today.

Those who are fickle and always looking for new ideas to
increase growth etc.. give not strength to the testimony. Some of
those who have solid qualities may not be outstanding in the world
but they stand for God and His Word to meet all the conditions and
give to the “testimony” a godly growth and development.
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QUIETNESS AMIDST TROUBLE

“WHEN HE giveth quietness, who can make trouble?” Job
34:29. The still and quiet soul is like a sailing ship that lies quiet in
the harbor, “you may take in what goods you please while the ship
lies still.” So, when the soul lies still and quiet under the hand of
God, it is most fitted to take in much of God, of Christ, of Heaven,
of the Promises.

But when the souls are unquiet, they are like a ship in the storm.
They can take nothing in. The poet puts it thus:

“Drop Thy still dews of quietness
Till all our strivings ceasc;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace.” (B. H. B. 377. verse S.)

x x  *x

THE GLORIOUS PROSPECT
Seeing Christ and being changed into His likeness—Phil. 3:20,21

“Our carthen vessels break. the world itself grows old;
But Christ the precious dust will take, and freshly mould;
He'll give these bodies vile a fashion like His own;
He’ll bid the whole creation smile, and hush its groan.”
Romans 8:18.25.

“We ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our body” — v. 23. “But if we hope for that
we sec not, then do we with patience wait for it.”” v. 21. “Who shall
change our vile body. that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious
body, according to the working whereby He is able to subdue all
things unto Himself.” Phil. 3:21.

* k%

(Above thoughts submitted by our estccmed brother R. A.
Pike. Sr.. Jolict. TII.)

NEW THINGS

John Gray

The student, in going through the Bible with the aid of a con-
cordance, will find fhe word ‘“new” mentioned a number of
times. In our present study we purpose considering the word as
found in the Old Testament, and from it, find out the many new
things that can be used, some to our curse and some to our
blessing.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question: Difficulties among Christians or between individuals:
If such develops in a scriptural assembly, what is the proper attitude
to resolve the difficulty?

Answer: If one has sinned against another and if they are of a
spiritual mind, such will seek out the offended one and seek, by the
acknowledgment of the wrong, to regain the confidence that has been
lost or broken.

If the recipient of the acknowledgment of the wrong is unwilling
to accept such, one would just need to leave that with the Lord to
to show to the person unwilling to accept the apology their wrong.

Many a heartbreak has been seen in assemblies just because of
this unchristian attitude. If the problem persists, a godly elder or two
might be of help by speaking to the brother or sister who maintains
a hard attitude to the other. But this, of course, should be done in the
spirit of meekness, ‘‘considering thyself’” — Gal. 6:1.

Question: If one in fellowship, through the unequal yoke, severs
connection with that Assembly. Is it necessary or in order, to make
a public announcement to the Assembly of the fact, to maintain godly
order and discipline in the Assembly?

Answer: We believe this is necessary. Otherwise, different assem-
blies, not knowing the condition might be affected. When the saints are
gathered together, with strangers or unsaved absent, there should be
an announcement made to the effect that such was no longer in the
fellowship of the Assembly. Otherwise saints might be found condoning
such by eating and fraternizing with the individual.

Question: “Who is left among you that saw this house in her
first glory? And how do ye see it now? Is it not in your eyes in com-
parison of it as nothing?

Answer: “Yet now be strong . . . According to the Word that I
covenanted with you . . . so My Spirit remaineth among you; fear ye
not.”

The above promise (an old one) should speak to our hearts today
and cheer us amid the failure and seeming lack of result in ministry and
Gospel work on the whole.

Most of the reports that have reached us to the Fall Conferences
were that they were a little smaller. Should this not cause some self-
examination and concern among us that the people of God are not get-
ting the good healthful food at such, or is it lack of desire on the part
of many for the ‘‘food of the Word?”” We read, in a dark day in the
case of Ezra, the scribe and priest, in Ezra 7:10 . . . “For Ezra had
prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to
teach . . . statutes and judgments.”

To ALL who would seek to maintain “remnant testimony’ accord-
ing to the “old paths’ of the Scriptures, we would suggest this en-
couragement from the Word to ‘be strong . . . for I am with you
saith the Lord of hosts.” Haggai 2:4,7. “The latter glory of this house
shall be greater than the former.” Thus God links the feeble effort to
“rebuild the house of the Lord” with the future glorious House which
shall be built in Messiah’s reign as Son of Man over the earth. The
feeble link of “remnant testimony’ shall be viewed .by God and the









FALLEN ASLEEP

Arnstein, Ont. — Our good friend and esteemed elder and faithful
brother Emil Culin was called home suddenly December 12th., while
going to meeting. He was struck by a car and killed immediately. His
funeral Dec. 15th., one of the largest ever held in this vicinity. A letter
to ourselves, partially written, has been forwarded on by his nephew —
one of the sentences or so states . . . ‘““‘We are in the age when anything
can happen but we are all in the good hands of God Almighty. . . .
hitherto He has led and henceforth He will not leave us.” He was aged
90 and service was from the Gospel Hall where he was Correspondent
for years. His widow survives, also two sons and two daughters. Pray
for Mrs. Culin and the family, also two brothers and a sister surviving.
Very faithful to the truth he had learned in the early days of the pioneer
brethren of the North, he was faithful above many.

Sault St. Marie, Ont. — Our beloved brother in the Lord Albert Sarlo
“went home™ suddenly Dec. 25 aged 44. Saved at early age and in active
hearty fellowship with this Assembly. Sadly missed by his wife, son and
daughter — his mother and five brothers and a sister are in the
Assembly here. Our brother West states . . . “It was sudden and a
great shock to us all.”

Beetown, Wisc. — Our beloved brother Paul Jamison ‘‘went to be
with the Lord’’ Dec. 28th., aged 68, due to heart failure. A local business
man here for 36 years, a man who had the respect and love of the com-
munity. He had been a great blessing to the Assembly which he loved
and shall be missed.

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. —Our dear sister Mrs. Ada M. Rodiger went
to be with the Lord.Dec. 29th., aged 76. Saved in 1926 under the preach-
ing of the late J. C. Beattie and in fellowship with the saints here,
gathered to His Name. Prayer requested for the family.

Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. — An earlier note tells of the homecall of our
brother in the Lord Thomas McLaren after a long illness. He leaves
his wife in the Assembly here and a daughter living in Edmonton.

Long Branch, N. J. — Our elder brother Grace of this Assembly,
went to be with the Lord November 14, aged 86. Saved at the beginning
of the work amongst the Italians in that area. Faithful to the last
to his family, to the lost and to the Assembly. His aged widow should
have our prayers.

Matoaca, Va. — Our dear sister Mrs. Fannie Bailey Meredith went
to be with the Lord from the hospital in Richmond after long decline,
aged 77, on Dec. 10th. Saved as a girl in her teens and faithful to
assembly until health failed. She leaves four sisters who would appre-
ciate our prayers.

Hartford, Conn. — Saints of Charter Oak Assembly record the home-
going of another of their older brethren — Peter Frisca, aged 85, from
the Convalescent Home here.

Ballygawley, North Ireland — Our highly esteemed brother Mr.
Alexander Lyttle, well known evangelist, was called home suddenly on
Lord’s Day Dec. 19. Saved for almost 43 years, most of the time in full
time service in the Gospel and in the ministry of the Word. In failing
health, he took g)art as able. In Dungannon, in one of the believer's
homes, closing the meeting in prayer, as he announced a hymn, he
closed his eyes to earthly sorrow and sadness to open them in the
scenes of glory — he was with the One he loved and sought to serve
so faithfully. Will be greatly missed — survived by his widow and only
son for whom prayer is requested. Our brother Sam McCormick men-
tions in his letter — ‘““He was an exceptional Gospel Preacher and very
often had a good word for the people of God at the Conferences. He
often stayed with us when preaching in the vicinity.”
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CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENT

Midland, Ont. L4R 4K6 — For the Midland Assembly, Mr. W. E.
Daniells, 787 King St.. Box 6, Midland, Ont. L4R 4KS&.

REPORTS

Eden Grove, Ont. — Had recent short visits from bro. Norris, also
bro. Doherty with appreciated ministry.

Scotland — A note from brother John Stubbs tells of visits to Steven-
ston for conference also Bannockburn for ministry, later hoping to use
the Gospel caravan for village work near Castle Douglas.

Iowa — Meetings closed at Stout, a number professed coanversion.
Bro. Elliott in Ontario, Wicc. some blessing he reports. Bre. Orr and
Slabaugh in Hitesville in the Gospel. Bro. McCullough had two weeks
in Garnavillo recently also. Bre. McBain and David Oliver in Cedar
Falls, good interest, some blessing.

Ferndale, Mich. — Wm. Ferguson had some meetings here recently
on first three chapters of the Revelation - also visited recently Youngs-
town, Ohio.

Hickory, N. C. — The Corresp. reports that six young believers
were baptized recently and received into the fellowship.

Calgary, Alta. — An assembly has been formed in the S. E. part
of the city of Spanish speaking saints. May the Lord manifest His plea-
sure in this by a consistent, godly testimony. Correspondence may be
directed to Francisco Teruel, 3328 Dovercliffe Road, S. E. Calgary, Alta.

Springfield, Mass. — Eugene Higgins had a spell of meetings here
recently with brother Brescia giving help as able. Brother Frank Torna-
quindici gave help also in Torrington, Conn. in their Bible Readings.
Brethren Smith and Crawford were going on in East Boston at last
report.

Stark Road, Detroit — Bro. Jack Noble had four weeks of good
Gospel meetings here, helped by local brethren nightly - four young
persons professed. Their Sat. evening monthly Bible Readings have been
encouraging and profitable, nice numbers from surrounding assemblies
attending.

Sioux City, lTowa — Work here goes on with interest, it may be an
assembly may be formed there, according to New Testament princi-
ples, soon it was hoped. They had visits from bre. Orr, Goff and Gray
in Omaha. Neb., lately, also bro. Louis Smith (Jackson) in Sioux City.

Manchester, Conn. — Recent Conference reported fairly large, with
about six or more of the Lord’s servants present - bro. Maxwell con-
tinued in HARTFORD, CONN., for the week - weather good for the
meetings.
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A RENEWED SPIRIT
Psalm 51:10

Wm. H. Ferguson

DAVID. in his confession in Psalm S pleads with God to
“renew a right spirit within me.” The margin reads “a constant
spirit™ and the Septuagint suggests “to renovate, dedicate and conse-
crate.” All may not have sunk into the depths of departure. as in
David’s case. but I am sure we could all pray this penitential
prayer of David.

1. We need RENOVATION. A machine runs so long and
“wear and tear” show in the slowing. or breakdown, of the machin-
cry. So it is with us - we need to repair to our God and get into
His presence and seek this renovation for our good and the good of
others.

2. This implies a fresh DEDICATION - to our God, to His
work and to the assembly as to testimony. The individual needs
this renovation and assemblies need this likewise. It is possible to be
so correct and so occupied with our attainment as to truth or know-
ledge that we become satisfied with that and the well-worn machin-
ery shows lack of care. Perhaps the oil of the love of God has been
lacking in our administration, the oil of love for God's dear people
lessens and we arc so satisfied with things as they are that we do
not miss it, but the machinery breaks down, slows up and sometimes
is wrecked for lack of proper care and lubrication - this all points

to a fresh dedicating of oursclves to the Lord, coupled with confes-
sion. It may not be complete breakdown, but a slowing up of praise,

worship and the reading and ministry of the good Word of God, as
well as truc love for the unsaved. It seems that many assemblics
send for preachers and have a miniature revival, a few profess and
the report reads that all is well and the assembly prospering but
the main cause of the slow-down is not rectified. because of the
lack of humility and confession. Perhaps through lack of care and
shepherding and proper discipline, the fault in the machinery devel-
ops. Spiritual sense can detect such before the breakdown occurs.
Hence we can well pray again the prayer of David - “renovate a
right spirit in my inward parts.™

3. CONSECRATE inwardly. The *“hand of service” is before
us here and to consecrate means the filling of the hands with use-
ful. happy service for God. The hand not used becomes useless, so
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READ THE BIBLE TO YOUR CHILDREN

ONE bright morning last Winter, while seated in my own room
reading a portion of the blessed Word, the door softly opened. and
the darling of our home, a little black-eyed girl of four years, quictly
entered. 1 was reading the seventh chapter of Luke audibly, and
continued without speaking to little Carrie, indeed scarcely thinking
of her.

As | finished the touching story of the woman “who washed His
fect with her tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.” a
dimpled arm stole around my neck, a curly head rested on my
shoulder. and a baby voice whispered, “Mamma, that is such a sweet
story; please read it again.” Equally pleased and surprised, [ said,
“There are two other pretty stories in this chapter; shall I recad it all,
pet?” An eager @ yes. mamma,” and a spring to my lap was the
answer, and [ slowly began the story of the centurion’s servant. In-
terrupted by questions and explanations, we finished this and read
the widow of Nain. Here the quick sympathy of childhood found
vent in tears and smiles for the stricken mother’s woe and rejoicing
and then we came again to the story of the woman “who loved
much.” This was the little one’s favourite, and her comment was.
“Don’t you wish, mamma, that the dear Saviour was here now, so
that we could do something for Him when He was so tired?”

Mothers, Christian mothers, our little onc is just like yours. a
tiny, bright cvery-day girl of four ycars, not wonderful or precocious.
We buy no more “simplified Bible stories™; we just feed our darling
with the pure milk of the Word, unadulterated. You may do it with
like results to yourselves and your little ones. Selected

x X x

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Questien: Could you give us some light on the following verses —
I Peter 33:18, 19, 20?7 “Who were these spirits he preached to?” and
“What did he preach?”” Also I Peter 4:6 “Who were the dead that the
Gospel was preached to?”

Answer: It was by His Spirit that He preached to the spirits (now
in prison) but the preaching was through NMoah in the days of their
flesh. These were the antedeluvians and to them Noah the preacher
then, preached righteousness and warning — 2 Peter 2:5.

Regarding the second question the ‘‘dead” mentioned they had the
preaching “in the days of their flesh — v. 6 -—" “be judged according
to men in the flesh” and the glad tidings were fo them then.

From Maritimes

Question: Was the Lord Jesus born in a stable? - we read later
that the wise men found ‘‘Him"” in the house?

Answer: “We read in Luke 2:7 - there was no room for them in
the inn.”” The word used here is (Gr. kataluma - a resting place pro-
vided for travelers or guests for the unloosing of their burdens after
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We can't understand this reasoning for when we were saved nearly
ten years ago, we were taught that wearing pant suits and cutting the
hair was wrong. It seems the assemblies are getting so like the world's
churches, it is discouraging to see such worldliness coming in amongst
us and if we say anything against it, we are spoken of as trouble makers.

Answer: You have different questions here but, relative to Deut.
22:5, this is a divine principle which God enjoined upon His people of
old and God’s principles change not. It has been said . . . *‘Methods are
many. principles are few, methods may vary. principles never do.”” So
we are safe to abide by the Word of God.

God, Who knows all and could foresee the trend of the last days
when the unique place the woman has in His creation should be abused
by present demands of labor and advancement. has thus warned against
this very thing. We can readily see how the way is being prepared for
women to be in demand by the technocracy of the day to just take the
place of the man - her so-called “liberty’’ is 2 myth - Satan is behind
the present day demands upon women to act like men - all preparing
for the future demands of socialism and communism, under autocratic
rule, to make further demands and get the woman from her place in
the home-life and care of her children. We see so much of this today that,
apart from the Scripture. one wonders how any reasonable man, espec-
ially one who takes a place of leadership in the Church. fails to note
the trend. The world is very subtle and women are generally very liable
to seek the ‘‘favor” of the world in dress and behaviour, as others do
and adopt their habits, thereby losing their identity as representa-
tive of the home and its care. All this, apart from the Scripture, is a
warning for any who heed the days in which we live. but apart from
that angle, the Scripture is definitely against it, therefore we
must obey God.

The New Testament comment upon Deuteronomy 22:5 is found in
I Timothy 2:9, 15 also in Titus chapter 2 etc.

As to the cutting of the hair this is against the teaching of I Cor. 11
in connection with headship and subjection to the Lord., as enjoined
in the *‘covering” of the head by the sister to show her subjection to
the Word and to her Lord and v. 15 states that her ‘“‘hair’ (it is long
hair here) is given her for a covering or a veil of modesty, and one can
see in the adoption of the world's fashions as to hair and clothing where
the heart of the sister. or sisters lies - such have forgotten what
they professed in their baptism that they were “through with
the world’ and that they were ‘“baptized into His death."

As to elders and those in the Assembly, changing their minds as to
such divine princigles - this is just another evidence of departure from
the Lord in heart - how could such expect the respect and confidence
of saints, who can adopt their thinking to the world's concept?

Above question from Nova Scotia
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FROM BANGOR, N. L.

I get two magazines each month in the Assembly to which I
belong and cnjoy reading them - the Magazines are Words In Season
and Truth & Tidings. How we pray that Christians would read this
type of literature rather than some magazines that are in circulation
today. Thank you for such wholesome words published and may
the Lord continue to bless in this work for Him.

My reason for writing is to say how much [ enjoy reading your
poems. | was wondering if you had compiled a book of your own
poems, would send enough to cover payment and postage. SORRY.
although we have had this request beforc. we regret that we have
had neither time nor opportunity to compile such - we may sometime
if left here . . . Editor. This notc of regret will suffice for others
who have so requested - Thanks!

CONFERENCES

Frostburg, Md. — Annual Spring Conference will be held D. V. May
14 and 15, commencing with Prayer Mtg., May 13, Friday eve. at 7:30.
The Lord’s servants walking in the old paths welcome to minister the
Word - we are living in perilous times and need seaching and practical
ministry in the assemblies. All meals served in the Gospel Hall and a
hearty welcome extended to the Lord's people - hospitality extended
to visitors - Corresp. Wm. C. Knieriem, 80 Walnut St. Frostburg, Md.
21532.

Deseronto. Ont. — Annual Conference of Deseronto and Picton As-
semblies will be held D. V. in the Legion Hall, Main Street, commencing
with Prayer in the Legion Hall at 3:30 p.m. Saturday May 21st., con-
tinuing over May 22 and 23. Brethren walking in the old paths welcome
to minister the Word. Corresp. Wm. Root. Box 241, Deseronto, Ont.,
KOK IXO.

Ottawa, Ont. — The annual Conference here commences with Prayer
Friday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m. continuing over Sat. and Lord’'s Day 15th
at 9 am. and 10:30, 2:30 and 7:00. All meetings in the Gospel Hall,
1087 River Road. Visitors freely entertained. Brethren walking in the
old paths and teaching the same welcome to minister. Corresp. K. E.
Prince, 1246 Kitchener Ave., Ottawa. Ont. KIV 6W5 - tel. 613-733-1663.

Byfield, Mass. — The 96th Conference will be held D. V. commences
with Prayer Mtg.. May 27 at 7:30 p.m., ccntinuing over May 23th,
and 29th. - usual arrangements will prevail. Correspondence to John H.
Short, 145 Main St. Byfield, Mass. 01922.

Sarnia, Ont. — Annual Conference will be held D. V. May 28 and 29
in the St. Clair Secondary School, 340 Murphy Road. Prayer Mtg. will
be held in the Gospel Hall, College and Davis Sts. May 27 at 7:45 p.m.
The Lord’s servants walking in the old paths welcome to minister.
Bible Reading in Titus 1 and 2 - please note change of School. R. W.
Kember, 2493 London Road. Phone (519) 512-7973.

Kensington, P. E. I. The P.E.1. Conference will commence with



Prayer Mtg. May 20th., p.m. continuing over May 21, 22 and 23. Prayer
Mtg. will be in the Crapaud Gospel Hall, other meetings in the High
School - Breaking of Bread in each of the Gospel Halls as formerly.
Correspondence for the five assemblies to Donald G. Ramsay, North
River, P. E. 1. COA THO.

Forest Grove, Ore. — Annual Conference will commence D. V. in
the Gospel Hall, 21st and Cedar Sts., with Prayer May 27th., p.m. con-
tinuing over May 28, 29 and 20th. Corresp. Frank H. Goff, 2242 B. St.
Malachi 3:16.

Long Beach, Calif. — Annual Conference D. V. will be held in the
Gospel Hall, 3516 Linden Ave. Order of Meetings . . . May 28 at 2:30 p.m.
and 7 p.m. - May 29th and 30th., at 10:00 a.m.. 2:30 and 7:00 p.m. Hos-
pitality extended to visitors. Corresp. Dr. John P. Bell, 530 S. Reynolds
Place Anaheim, Calif. 92806 (714) 956-8236.

Stout, ITowa— Annual Conference dates May 27 at 7:45 for Prayer
continuing over May 28 and 29 - usual order of meetings and hospitality
extended to visitors. All meetings in the Gospel Hall. Corresp. Richard
Stickfort, Stout, Iowa 50673.

East Boston, Mass. — Conference Bible Readings will be held again
this year in the Masonic Building, 47 Adams St., Saugus, Mass. June
4 and 5 - Subject Epistle to the Ephesians - Meetings Sat. at 10 a.m..
2 p.m., and 6:30 - Breaking of Bread at 10 a.m. Lord’s Day. Corres-
pondence to Fred E. Hill, 26 Sheafe St., Malden. Mass. 02148.

Calgary, Alta. — Saints of the two assemblies here will have their
Spring Conference May 21. 22 and 23, preceded by Prayer Mtg., Fri.
May 20 at 7:30 p.m. Garry W. Seale, 3111 Conrad Cresc for the West
Hillhurst Gospel Hall, 7th Ave., N. W.

Waterloo, Iowa — Our Conference will be held again in the Masonic
Building, Cor. Park Ave., and Mulberry St., May 14 and 15 - prayer
mtg. in the Gospel Hall. May 13 at 7:30 p.m. 726 Western Ave. Looking
to the Lord for due exercise on the part of His servants. Correspondence
to Clifford J. Smith, 3466 Hammond. Waterloo, Iowa 50701

Portage La Prairie, Man. — God-willing our Annual Conference will
be held June 10th, 11th, and 12th, with Prayer Meeting June 9th at 7:30
p.m. Usual arrangements and Correspondence to Mr. Sam Rey, Box
725, Portage La Prairie. Man. RIN 3C2

Midland, Ont. — Annual Conference of Midland & Waubaushene will
commence D. V. May 2Ist at 2:30 for Prayer and Ministry, continuing
over May 22 and 23, with Breaking of Bread at 10 a.m. Bible Readings
will be held at 8:45 a.m. on Person and work of the Holy Spirit. All
meetings in the Penetanguishene Secondary School. Brethren walking
in the old paths welcomed in ministry. Correspondent - W. E. Daniells,
Box 6, Midland, Ont. L4R 4K6

Eden Grove, Ont. — Annual Conference commences D. V. June 4th.
with Prayer Mtg. in the Gospel Hall. Meetings Lord’s Day in Elmwood
Community Center, six miles north of Hanover and one half mile west
of flasher light. B. B. at 10 a.m. Servants of the Lord walking in the
old paths welcomed in ministry. For information contact W. Lemont, R.
R. 2, Cargill, Ont. NOG IJO Phone (519) 3€6-2613.

Dawson Creek, B. C. — The Conference will be held again this year
D. V. in the Gospel Hall, 10221 18th. St., July 2nd and 3rd with Prayer
Mtg. July 1st at 8 p.m. Correspondence to Mr. Don Wilson, 1017 Reas-
beck Cresc. Phone 782-8961.

Omaha, Nebr. — Annual Conference D. V. Memorial weekend, com-
mencing with Prayer Mtg. in Gospel Hall, 5622 N. 69 & Hartman.
Ministry Lord’s Day 29th aft. & Bible Reading Monday 30th at 10 a.m.
and ministry. Visitors freely entertained. Corr. Sam Eadie, 4608 No. 90th
St., Omaha, Nebr. 68134.



Garnavillo, ITowa — Annual Conference D. V. June 4th and 5th, as
usual, usual order of meetings. Highway 52 still under construction -
write for map of best route if driving. Corresp. Robert Brandt, Garna-
villo, Towa 52049

Glen Ewen, Sask. — Conference dates this year will be June 24, 25
and 26, with Prayer Mtg.. June 23rd., at 7:30 p.m. Standard time. Ac-
commodations provided for visitors. Corresp. Roy Macfarlane.

FALLEN ASLEEP

Hacienda Heights, Calif. — Our dear sister Mrs. Robert Sherrard
(Elizabeth), the Lord was pleased to take home February 27th, aged 84.
She was saved in 1930 in the old West Chicago Assembly, Detroit, and
went on well to the end - of recent years hintered through infirmity.
Our brother mentions - ‘‘He gave us to each othier when we were in our
sins, saved us by His grace. and gave us five daughters and one son,
and saved them all”’ - they were married 56 years. Titus 2:13.

Deseronto, Ont. — Our beloved sister Regina R. Taylor, wife of our
well known brother and servant of Christ, Gerald P. Taylor, was called
into the presence of the Lord March 10th. 1977. She was born May 20,
1907, raised as a R. C. and born again Oct. 6, 1929. Baptized and gather-
ed to His Name in Hartford, Conn. The family moved here in Dec. 1941
where she has been in happy fellowship since. Much missed, many will
remember her hospitality which she loved to do for the Lord and was a
bright witness to many. RememkbLer in prayer our dear brother in his
present loss and Joan, also the two sons, Gerald and John. I Thess.
4:15, 18.

Seuth River, Ont. — Our dear brother John Hicks ‘‘went home™
Dec. 23rd, in his 82nd year, in happy fellowship in Chapman Valley
Assembly - in poor health for some years - he leaves his wife, one son
and three daughters and his brother Robert in Levering, Michigan. Re-
member in prayer the family, also unsaved ones. There is another
brother in Port Colborn, Ont., Andrew Hicks.

Wolfville, N. S. — Our dear brother Bert Giaushen was taken home
from this Assembly June 26th. '76. He was saved in 1969 at meetings of
bre. L. K. Mcllwaine and A. Hull. He had a long illness, patiently borne.
Leaves his wife (in the assembly) and three in the family - prayer re-
quested. He was in Avonport Assembly.

Marion, ITowa— Our beloved sister Mrs. Ivy C. Meredith was called
home March 19th, aged 82 - saved in 1952 when bre. Smith and Elliott
had meetings near where she lived. In fellowship in Manchester first,
lfater] here when the Assembly was formed. Prayer requested for her
amily.

Beetown, Wisc. — Our dear brother George W. Cardey ‘“went home”
March 6th, after years of failing health. Saved May 25, 1946 during
meetings held here, unable to attend of late years through illness. He
wae aged 72.

Stout, Jowa — Our dear brother Mr. Harry De Groote, Sr. went to
be with the Lord on March 15th, aged 83. He was saved 57 years ago
through the labors of our late brother Oliver Smith - he will be missed
much. Titus 2:13.
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FROM NEW ZEALAND:

THREE GOOD CHEERS

Our aged brother John Patey usad to say ‘‘The wortd gives three

cheers’’ but the Lord gives “three good cheers.”

Matthew 9:2 — ’’Son, be of gnod cheer, Thy sins be forgiven thee.’”

Matthew 14:27 — ‘’Be of good cheer, it is |, be not afraid.”

Acts 27:22 — The Lord told Paul to be of good cheer when he was
apprehended in Jerusalem and Paul was able fo tell the shipmen,
in this Scripture, that they were to be of good cheer - later the Word
says that they were all of good cheer.

(submitted by Giibert Zwies - Invercargill.)
R R

THREE INSTANCES OF JESUS
RAISING THE DEAD.”

Daughter - 12 years old, just dead.
Widow’s son - older - On the way to the grave.
Mary’s brother - manhood Four days dead.

JESUS COMES UPON EACH SCENE, and in
A Littte while’”
The father has his daughter,
The widow has her son,
The sisters have their brother.

OH GLORIOUS HOPE!
So certain - I will come again.”
So near - ‘““Yet a wvery little while.”
Bringing blessedness untoid -

“WITH THE LORD"”

“’Together’
FOR EVER.”

By J. G. McVicker in The Witness A. D. 1887
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“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thy heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou SHALT be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

These verses are definitely positive, there is no room here for
doubt. Therefore, our appeal to any who are unsaved. and read
these lines, is that you remove all doubt from hecart and mind, and
believe God’s Word.

To accept Christ as your Saviour means salvation and your
passport to Heaven. To reject Him means you will never enter
Heaven’s gate. By nature. and by practice. all men are sinners under
the condemnation of God; but, *“This is a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acccptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners;” (1 Timothy 1:15) Yes. Christ came to save sinners, you;
and He died to do it. Giving Himself as the acceptable Sacrifice
for sin. He took the sinners place, He died for you.

Why not trust Him now and be sure of Heaven? Trust Him
NOW, for “behold, NOW is the accepted time; behold, NOW is
thc day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2)

THE SCEPTIC SILENCED

A CHILD was reading her Bible when a sceptic asked, “What
are you reading?” “The Word of God.” “Who told you it was?”
“God told me Himself,” she replied.

“Impossible! How could He tell you that?”’

She was confused for a moment. but soon asked, “Who told
you there is a sun yonder?”

“Who told me?” he said contemptously. “I don’t need to be
told. The sun tells this about itself. It warms and lightens me: that
is telling enough.™

“Sir,” said she, clasping the Book. “you have put it right for the
Bible and the sun. That is the way God tells me this is His Book.
It must be His. I have its light and warmth in my heart: that’s
telling enough. As sure as the sun is shining, so God is shining
through this Book.” The sceptic was abashed by the simple faith
of the dear child which amazed him.
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As we consider all these great truths, and the coming again of
our beloved Lord, surely we can sing heartily: —

“With such a blessed hope in view,
We would more holy be,
More like our risen glorious Lord,
Whose face we soon shall see.

THE KINGS DALE
Gen. 14:17 - 2 Samwuel 18:18

Harry Macfarlane

THE “king's dale” was the valley of Shaveh. The name “shaveh”
has the mecaning of “lowliness™ - “humility” and *“submission.” We
have the same thought in Psalm 27:11 where David prays . . .
“Teach me, Thy way O Lord, and lead me in a plain path becausc
of minc ecnemics.” The plain path is the path of humility and depen-
dence on God. This was the secret of Abram’s life, and slowly step
by step he had lcarned to trust God and distrust himself. He had just
won a remarkablc victory in the defeat of five kings and had recov-
cred his nephew Lot with all the pcople and goods that had been
carricd away. Abram had been dwelling at Hebron which has the
thought of fcllowship or communion. The various names in verse 13
seem to speak of spiritual vigour, and the joy and freshness resulting
from dwelling in the right place and also in the right company, which
is of vital importance if we expect to make spiritual progress in our
lives.

It was just at this point that Mclchizedek met him (king of
Salem) and fortifies him with brecad and winc and blesses him. The
title that Melchizedek uses, the “most High God” scems to have a
millennial character when the enemics of God and God’s carthly
people will have been destroyed and our blessed Lord Jesus, as the
true Meclchizedek, will assume His two-fold character of King and
Priest, a character which the world has never scen before, and God
means to have the world dominated by a king of this character short-
ly. The bread and wine which Melchizedek brought for Abram’s
refreshment, may be typical of the divine refreshment that is going
to fill the universe bye and bye. And thus blessing is dependent and
fully established by the One Who said “Lo, I Come to do thy will.”
Thinking of the memorials spread on the table each Lord’s Day in
this dispensation, would not the loaf remind us of the will of God
fully established and the cup reminding us of the love of God made
known and enjoyed? We neced to be in the king’s dale to recally
enjoy what has been done for us. And the more that we cnjoy liv-
ing in the king’s dale, the morc we will appreciate and rise up to
our responsibilities as we pass through the world.

We feel as if both Abram and Melchizedek knew that a greater
battle was going to be fought even before the king of Sodom appcars.
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Many will admit that things are not what they ought to be, but
will excuse them on the ground of human infirmity, or crrors of
judgment, or want of light. The Lord Himself, in grace, takes ac-
count of the sin in Leviticus 4, as done “inadvertently.” But the
plain fact is that all the things in the Christian profession of which
the Lord disapproves are SIN. Place is given everywhere to the
man who was condemned at the cross. What cver is wrong in the
Christian profession, and contrary to the commandments of the Lord,
springs from man after the flesh. The one who brings the sin-offering
judges this in the light of the fact that Christ bore the judgment of
that man, and died to bring him to an end before God. In the recog-
nition of this he can call on the Lord out of a pure heart, as morally
apart, by the death of ‘Christ, from that man. But this makes the sin
of “the whole assembly” a very grave matter, and when we sec it in
this light we must take the path of separation.

I would put it to any heart that loves the Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity, would you like to go on with something of which He
disapproves? If the congregation and the clders of the assembly will
not bring the sin-offering of the congregation, the faithful individual
must. And how could we call on the Lord out of a pure heart if we
go on with things which He has made known to us to be sin? Hence
2nd Tim. comes in. We are to withdraw from iniquity, to separate
from vessels to dishonour, and to turn away from those who have a
form of picty but deny its power.

Those who own the sin of the whole assembly. and avail
themselves of Christ as the “sin-offering of the congregation,” can
truly “call on the Lord out of a pure hecart”’; and I do not doubt
that such can know something of forgiveness in an assembly sensc.
If the spiritual features of the assembly are found amongst saints
in some measure, and the service of God, and the enjoyment of as-
sembly privilege. it is blessed evidence of forgiveness and restoring
mercy. I think many have tasted something of the reality of this.

We cannot go on carclessly with the things of God. There is
a tendency to make light of things which arc really movements of
the flesh, but if we make light of such things God does not. “I will
be hallowed in them that come near me, and before all the people
I will be glorified.” Lev. 10:8. We cannot do that which should not
be done, and go on with the service of God as if nothing had hap-
pened. There must be self-judgment. and the sin-offering brought.
But grace has provided that which will fully and divinely adjust the
whole matter, and grace would use even the sin to decpen our self-
knowledge, and to give us enlarged apprehensions of Christ.
CrAC

* * *

The more we exercise ourselves in self-judgment the more
the flesh in us will be discovered by ourselves, and the less will
it be seen by others.
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vine wisdom. You will note as to the mention of Issachar. According
to Jacob’s reference to his family’s future in Genesis 49, he gives
us their characteristics, as he knew them well, and he states of Issa-
char, vs. 14, 15 - “Issachar is a strong ass couching down between
two burdens and bowed his shoulder to bear.” In other words he
was used to labour and accepting responsibility which is an cssential
thing in connection with proper assembly CARE and shepherding.
Not only is wisdom a valuable thing but the knowledge of the
“times” was the particular dealings of God with His people. One
must be well acquainted with the Word of God and the ways of
God as revealed in the Word relative to the testimony of the Church.
Israel’s history is also very valuable here as their Old Testament
history gives us valuable lessons as to the workings of human na-
ture and the failure of the people through the wilderness and in the
land.

THE RESPONSIBILITIES

Responsible brethren are men of compassion and tenderness,
with wisdom. They are men with experience behind them. “To know
what Israel ought to do” gives us the thought of such being able to
act wisely in the matter when any difficulty arises. The responsible
man has the Word of God to meet such needs and can give the
required word when he knows the circumstances. He has years of
responsibility behind him and his word has weight when he speaks.
He is a man of few, and acceptable words.

THOUGHTS ON BARNABAS - Continved
Gerald C. Blakley

One is now tempted to ask one’s own heart - what lesson is
there for ME in this narrative? After all, are we not expected to
learn from another man’'s mistakes. Possibly one lesson on the sur-
face is that we should show a spirit of consideration for another
man’s mind and motives. The spirit of godly yieldingness is never
out of place, and where the way is not clear, would it not be better
to wait and let God clear the mists? We are not speaking, of course,
relative to matters where God’s word has already indicated a clear
path of obedience. We can NEVER fail if we obey His word on any
matter. Altogether Luke gives us a fair amount of detail relative to
the life and service of dear Barnabas, and when we think upon it,
there is much that we can emulate: his sincerity in the things of God,
his large heart for God’s people and their spiritual welfare, his un-
tiring zeal and energy in the Gospel, and his warm companionship
in the service of God during the years he spent with the Apostle
Paul. Somehow the Acts would not be quite complete without this
good man, a converted Jew, and a true Levite, in service in God’s
house and amongst His people. In closing perhaps we should look

at the three references to Barnabas in the Epistles. Paul is the in-
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in life and testimony. Rev. 3:20 compares with Malachi 3:16 at the
closing days of Israel's history in O.T. “‘they that feared the Lord
spake one to another.” There was this link between them and the Lord
that was very precious to Him. That is why the Lord keeps this *‘book
of remembrance’’ (souvenir book - French tr.)

We have much the same thought developed in the Epistles of John,
written for the last days . . . 2nd John vs. 1, 2 and also 12, 13 and 3rd.,
John 1:3, also verse 14. The condition was bad in the assembly, but
there were some with whom the beloved John could have fellowship
in the truth of God. This shall be true until the end of this dispensation.

Question: Does the fact that Sardis, in Revelation 3:4, has a few
names which have not defiled their garments, give us license to acknow-
ledge Protestantism, and have fellowship with the system which has
developed into a vast inter-communion combine, having in its branches
birds of various color and beliefs and practises - many of them birds
that typify the evil spirits of the last days, denying the Virgin
birth of our Lord, the inspiration of the Scriptures, man’s three-fold
spirit existence, eternal punishment of the wicked, yielding allegiance
to the great tree of Christendom?

Answer: The SARDIS period of the Church has passed. It was seen
in the stand of those who refused the supremacy of Rome, or State
Churches so allied therewith. Many of such men and women suffered
and the Lord took notice of this and verse 4 of Rev. 3 speaks of their
reward. But the whole system has been honeycombed with those who
have sought inroads, in one way or another, to inject their false teach-
ings and ally the church with the world in such a way that the true
believer cannot, in yielding allegiance to the Lord and His Word, have
any fellowship with it. This is why the message to the Church at Phila-
delphia follows in Revelation 3 and gives us a viewpoint from heaven’s
standpoint of the Church which has gone ‘“‘outside to Himself”’ in such
an evil day and, although we make no pretensions, we see this same
church position in effect today although it is more or less of a “‘remnant
character” but valued by the Lord and His exercised people.

The only true course regarding association with this great Babylon
of religion is to be separated from it, acknowledging the Lordship and
authority of the Word of God in the Church or Assembly of God’s people.

Question: Do you believe there is the possibility of the testimony
being found again in such circumstances as the early days when
believers had to meet privately in homes provided by the generosity of
the saints? .

Answer: This is possible and can be the beginning of further work
for God where the corresponding effort to reach others with the Gospel
in house to house work is patiently carried out. There is a sad com-
mentary on the imposing buildings and expensive Halls that have been
built, when there is very little response on the part of the Community
to enter the doors to listen to the Word of God, on the part of
strangers. The rise of expensive Halls and prevalence of money spent
to bring preachers from far, many thousands of miles, merely adds to
the futility of all, lacking spiritual exercise.
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Toronto, Ont. — The Christians of Lansing Assembly have been en-
couraged oi late by seeing strangers coming to the meetings, saved and
unsaved. ‘they nau encouraging visits also - brother Doherty had four
weeks in the Gospel, a little biessing to cheer and visits from brethren
raisiey, Harding ana Sution earlier.

Ferndale, Mich. — We had children's meetings here a month or two
ago with good interest - Jack Noble was with us.

Waterloo, ITowa — The recent Conference was a time of encourage-
ment, good attendance, around 500 present. Brother Geo. Graham con-
tinued 1n the aistrict, Dunkerton and here and brother Wm. Ferguson
was able to be with us tor it, atter some years hindered through sick-
ness. Saints trom the general diswrict were present - local preaching
bretnren aiso giving heip. A good spirit prevaitea.

Toronto, Ont. — The saints of Eglinton Assembly had four weeks
recenuy with brethren Paisiey and N. Crawford. Attendance of unsaved
good and a number professed faith in Christ - they feit a good work had
peen done.

Prince Edward Island — The 26th Annual Conference of the five
island essemblies was one of the largest with around 700 at soine of the
gatherings. The Word was ministered by six of the Lord’s servants and
one protessed at the Gospel meetings. The Bible Readings on John 20
was valued. Brother Paisley had two weeks visiting Crapaud, Rosebank,
W. Springtield and Charlottetown a2ssemblies in mtnistry - saints appre-
ciating the Word spoken. We should remember in prayer our aged
brother L. K. Mcllwaine and his wife, also brother and sister Russell
Harris and our sister Mrs. Isaac McMullen of Moncton, widow of the
late Isaac.
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WHAT ABOUT TOMORROW?
Charles R. Lebeck

The morning of July 24, 1915 was looked forward to with eager
anticipation by the employees of the Western Electric Company's
Chicago plant. A wonderful day of fun and frolic was promised to
all who would attend the company picnic at Michigan City, Indiana.
Everything necessary to provide for a perfect day had been procured,
including five passenger steamers to transport the picnicers to and
from the pleasure spot.

Very carly that day the boats were docked at various points
along the Chicago river. Hundreds of laughing, carefree, pleasure
bent people. carrying lunch baskets and other picnic equipment,
commenced boarding the first boat in line, the steamer Eastland.

It scems that a perfect count of heads was not made, because
before the boat was ready to sail its decks were greatly overloaded.
For some reason only navigation experts could explain the Eastland
began to list to one side. At first it seemed unnoticeable, but in a
few minutes a most terrible thing happened. The Eastland, with
possibly three thousand souls aboard, tipped over competely. hurd-
ling all aboard her into the river.

Screams of horror arose from within the vessel, and from those
still standing on the dock. In seconds, the light hearted people aboard
were transformed into a mass of panic stricken humanity, grasping
franticly for anything that might save them from a watery death.
The gentle flowing river became the scene of pandemonium, some
slashing wildly through the water, others overcome by drowning
floated silently to the surface.

On that fatal morning over cight hundred souls passed out of
time into eternity. Who knows how many were prepared for that?
It was known that some had not wanted to go, but induced by others
went along.

How vividly this great calamity projects upon our hearts and
minds the truth of God’s Word, “Boast not thyself of tomorrow. for
thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1)
Dear reader, are you prepared to meet the unknown of tomorrow?
What happened to those unfortunate people in Chicago may never
happen to you. But, who knows what will? Perhaps some of those
who perished physically were saved spiritually and were ushered into
the presence of their Lord. On the otherhand, those who were un-
converted await the day of God’s judgement upon the unsaved.

Do vou believe the predictions of modern day prophets and
false teachers who would persuade you to go along with the crowd,
to have a good time, there is no need to worry about tomorrow?
That is not what the Word of God tells us. In His Word God says,
“It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judge-
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THE ANGELS OF THE CHURCHES

Revelation 1-3

William H. Ferguson

THE last verse of Revelation chapter one tells us who the
seven stars in the right hand of the Lord are . . . the seven stars
arc the angels of the seven churches. But! who are the angels? -
a question often asked. Why did the translators of our Bible (The
Authorized Version) use this word *“angels” here? They were trans-
lating from the Greek language and in that language the word for
“messenger” is (aggelos - Gr.) In the Greek language the double
letter *g” (which is hard, not soft) has the translation of “ng"” so
that they just figured the most literal translation, as angel, which
they used. However, the Greek word means a messenger not neces-
sarily an angel but a messenger who is able to deliver the message
as given, i.c. a messenger of God to deliver the message to the
Churches. The angels, then, are godly and spiritual men.

This would bring before us the fact of responsibility and repre-
sentation, so the Word from the Spirit of God would convey to the
churches, through the messenger or messengers capable of con-
veying the message, to those who would hear it - “He that hath an
car, let him hear.” In the messages to the churches, the first three
of the seven messages arc directed to the whole church and in the
later four messages to the seven Churches, the messages are espe-
cially to the smaller remnant as we have in Rev. 2:24 . . . “But
unto you | say, and unto the rest (the remnant in Thyatira,) sug-
gests that the great mass of the Church there would not hear, or
reccive the message of the Spirit of God, but a remnant would -
this remnant shall continue until the Lord comes - “That which ye
have already hold fast till I come.” "’

Following this we have the reward to the ‘“‘overcomer in cach
case.” This suggests that there is a special reward for the overcomer,
in this church age, in spite of the failure and deterioration of the
testimony throughout. This should be encouragement to all belicvers
who would “desire to continue in the things which they have learned
and been assured of.”

We would suggest that in the message to Thyatira we have the
history of the dark ages of Papal supremacy until we reach the
message to Sardis which would suggest the reformation period, when
the Gospel flooded Europe and has rcached out to many parts of
the world.

We then come to the message to Philadelphia which we believe
points to the “revival of lost truth” as to the Church or Assembly
in the carly part of 1800 A.D. This period of recovery of precious
truth characterized the early Church, such as the Priesthood of all
believers, the ability of the Spirit of God to provide the necessary
ministry to meet the need of each local Church, and indeed of ALL
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or “teaching” is a very important part of the ministry today and
should not be undertaken lightly by men of limited ability to convey
such a message. It is not merely “preaching” that is needed but defi-
nitc “messages from God” received in the immediate presence of
God and by waiting on Him for such. We have so many preachers
today and so many “‘so-called messages” which lack this character -
hence the weakness and departure. The “angel” of the Church could
be an individual messenger or the “ruling element” in the Church
which can convey this distinctive message to the Church. We have
so many today in the place of rule in the Church who are unable
to do this, for the lack of the knowledge of God or His Word, but
taking the place of rule they can do what the apostle John warns
against in his 3rd., and last epistle. It is possible to have rule in the
church, without the corresponding knowledge of God's Word and
His message to meet the need of the children of God. It is a day
of abundance in the Church of wealth in goods, money and prestige
and, sad to say, this can accomplish much in the way of providing
ministry of a sort to please, but the “message of God” from the
Spirit of God is only learned in the very presence of God - the apos-
tle Peter states this in his first epistle, ch. 4:11. See also chapter
1:11, 12 etc. We could well pray to our God for “messages from
God™ not mere preaching - much of it today lacks this character.

So, TODAY, may we hear more and more “what the Spirit
saith unto the churches.”

We would dwell a little on this last aspect of Laodiccan depar-
turec from the scriptural “shepherding” of God’s heritage. seen in
the risc of a sort of “rule” which includes men apparently appointed
by their fellow men, or self-appointed, having a measure of control
over the affairs of the Assembly but not marked by spirituality and
knowledge of God's ways but sceking to order things as they think
best for the Assembly. This always causes deterioration in assembly
growth and unity and comfort and is a sort of “minor clerisy”
imposed upon the people of God which forms a sort of control
outside of godly “‘shepherding and feeding of the flock.” The be-
loved John saw this even in his day as he noted the declension, in the
rise of the Diotrephes spirit and he states: - “ncither does he himself
( Diotrephes) receive the brethren (i.e. stranger breihren, or brethren
capable of teaching and shepherding the saints). The spirit in which
this is done reminds us of the words of the Lord in the parable of
the vineyard when God sent His beloved Son - “when they saw Him,
they said, this is the heir; come let us kill Him that the inheritance
may be ours.” This desire for continuity of rule, without the scrip-
tural qualifications is ever a real danger among us today.

The godly shepherds of a former day, never thought to *“‘ap-
point” men for this place, they knew the truth of Acts 20:28 -
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock over
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed - or shepherd
- the church of God, which He hath purchased with the blood of
















































Lindsay, Ont. — The Annual Conference here commences with Prayer
Meeting July 29 at 8 p.m. continuing over Sat. and Lord’s Day July 30
and 31. All meetings in the Gospel Hall, 5 Howard Avenue, just south
of the hospital. Visitors freely entertained. Brethren walking in the old
paths and teaching the same welcome in ministry. Correspondence to
brother T. Nicholson, 30 Mary St. E. Lindsay, Ont. K9V 4R8 - Telephone
(705) 324-5826.

Brookfield, Conn. — Fourteenth annual Conference D. V. will be
held Sept. 3. 4 and 5, with Prayer Mtg. Fri. Sept. 2 at 7:30 p.m. in
Gospel Hall, Pocono Road, all other meetings in the Masonic Hall 337
Main St., Danbury, Conn. Homes open for care of those coming from a
distance. Corresp. Jack McGrath, 343 Litchfield Rd.. New Milford, Conn.

08776 Tel. 203 - 354-3240.

FALLEN ASLEEP

Cleveland, Ohio — Our aged brother Matthew Kennedy, of the Monti-
cello Assembly, ‘‘went home’ to be with the Lord May 7th. in his 94th
year after many years in a nursing home. A humble believer whom we
knew well, saved many years ago in the old Addison Road Gospel Hall.
His wife predeceased him three years. He loved the place of His Name.

Seattlie, Wash. — Our dear brother Felix Hostynek of the West Wood-
land Assembly here went to ke with the Lord May 26th in his 64th year.
He was saved in March 1938 during Gospel meetings in Forest Grove,
Ore., being held by brethren James Rae and Hector Alves. He came
here 36 years ago and has been in fellowship during these years. He
was faithful in the things of God and loved the assembly. a great help
in it.

Jackson, Mich. — Our dear brother and fellow servant Lorne

E. McBain was called home suddenly Lord’s Day morning June
5th. just before their Bible Reading at the Garnivillo Conference
- a shock to us all. We heard of it while at the Boston Bible Read-
ings where his daughter and husband, Norman Crawford, were
present. Burial in Jackson, Mich., June 10th. Further details and
memorial will follow, probably in Septembeir issue of this Maga-
zine. We can remember his widow, daughter and grandson espe-
cially in our prayers.

Jackson, Mich. — Our sister Miss Georgina Towers “‘went home’
May 13 aged 89. Saved during tent meeting held by bre. Klabunda and
McBain in 1932 - stedfast to the truth all that time.

London, Ont. — Our dear brother John Olds was ‘“‘called home™
suddenly while at work on May 30th in his forty ninth year. He and his
wife saved eight years ago at Gospel meetings of bre. Geo. McKinley
and Krauss - later received into fellowship here in London.
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REPORTS

Clinton, Ont. — Brethren George Patterson arid David Kember have
tent pitched on a farm near Monkton, Ort. near here - some years ago
bro: Kember had meetings in the Orange Hall in Morikton, some in
the Assembly as a result. We had recent visits from brother James
Martin. A. Gratton and Myrray McCandless.

New Ontario Conference — Ministry searching and refreshing, sev-
eral of the Lord’s servants present, Bible Readings on John 13, 14 and
15. A baptism preceded the meetings on July 1st., when eight teenagers
obeyed the Lord thus, brother Doherty speaking the Word.

Bancroft, Ont. — Following Englehart Conference here was also
very good, nine of the Lord’s servants preserkt to help. Bible Readings
were on John 2ist.

Nova Scotia — Our preaching brother Robert Mcllwaine, an ex-
perienced pilot, the plane had to make a forced lariling near the U. S.
border - crashed in some trees, evidently the tank exvloded and he
has been very badly burned, forty or fifty per cent of his body. At
last report they brought him from the hospital near where it happened
and he was in Charlottetown Hospital P.E.l. where, it is hoped, they
will be able to help him, perhaps by grafting etc., Pray for our brother
and his family, also aged parents, our esteemed brother L. IK. Mc-
Ilwaine arii wife, neither of whom are well. Robert has been very
faithful in the work here and we commend him especially to the Lord
- pray for him in this serious time.

Salem, Oregon — There has been some encouragement in the S.S.
work here of late. Five had recenily professed - brother Howard is
here again - presently in tent work in Lake Shore, Ontario (fair at-
tendance despite the late heat spell).

Forest Grove, Ore. — We heard the recent Conference was good,
with needed church truth in the ministry, also good Bible Readings -
(This is very needful today everywhere as we have those amom% us who
are drifting from the divine principles of the Word toward looseness
of testimony - Editor). Our correspondent states there is a decided
drift among the young towards this and it needs godly overseeing
to guard against it in our midst.

Vancouver, B. C. — Terlt meetings closed in Westbank, B. C. after
five weeks, with no break amongst ranks of unsaved - sad to think
of troubled souls at such meetings and Satan turning them aside,
perhaps to be lost forever. Meetings (tert) also closed July 24, near
Arlington, Wash., in Marysville.

Terryville, Conn. — Tent meetings purposed for August on Route
61 near here by brethrerl Smith and Higgins - assembly here was for-
merly the Waterbury Assembly.

East Boston, Mass. — Had recent visits from brethren G. P. Tay-
lor and brother Oswald MacLeod.
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A NEW ZEALAND STCRY

THIS is a true account of how a young woman found true rest
and peace of mind. Let her tell her own story.

“I had never been to Sunday School, had never had anything
explained about God, yet KNEW 1 was a sinner and oftecn wondereu
where 1 would be after death. I was extremely worried and actually
became quite ill. There seemed nobody to whom I could go. In
desperation 1 went to a doctor and told him my fears. He gave me
pills but they were no benefit. When I went back to him. I said ‘I'm
worried about what will happen to me after death® — to which he
replied, ‘I am a Doctor, not a minister’.

I went home feeling more despondent than bzfore and could not
sleep for the burden of sin. To whom could I go to rfind an answer
to my problem? This was my constant problem.

One night the thought came suddenly to me to buy a Bible
and | did so next morning. I had never held one in my hands before.
but somehow [ felt sure I would find the answer in this Book. When
my work was over for the day and at last I had time to open my
Bible, I said ‘God, I don’t know anything about you, but if you
are a living God, and this is your holy book, show me in this Bible
what 1 have been secking’. I opened the book at Psaim 51 and
read the whole Psalm, and I just cried till I could scarcely see to
read more. [ was sure God had written about ME and that He knew
all about me before I had ever heard of Him. The words that so
fitted me were - “Have mercy upon me O God . . . Blot out my
transgressions - - - cleanse me from my sin; for I acknowledge my
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Wash me and T shall be
whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness. Create in me
a clean heart O God and renew a right spirit within me.” In tears
I said ‘God, that’s me! What am I to do?’ After awhile I leafed
over the pages and started to read in Romans. I read through
chapter 10, then looked back at verses 8 to 13. There I read that
Christ had died on the cross for me, and I was saved by believing
in Him. Oh the joy that came into my heart. Though it was past
midnight T went out and walked up and down the beach, thanking
God for giving His Son to die for me. Instead of being so utterly
miserable I was full of joy.

Mother soon noticed the change in me and wanted to know the
rcason. She then admitted that often she had been concerned about
the very things that bothered me, but she had never had a Bible
and no one had ever spoken to her about such subjects. She asked
‘How do you KNOW that you are saved? This was a searching
question, so T went to my room and again opened my new Bible.
I said, ‘God, this is your Word. Please show me where to find how
we KNOW you have saved us. Guide me to the right place’. |
turned many pages and finally read the Epistle of John and found
it was written for one purpose - -‘that we might KNOW that we
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have eternal life.” I rushed out to Mum and said ‘You must read
this’, and she read aloud from | John 5:13. ‘Maybe it's alright for
you’, she said, ‘But I am too old. ‘But MUM, it doesn’t mention
what age you must be to be saved’. She replied, ‘I am only a poor
woman - THAT must be for the educated and the rich people’.
‘Read it again MUM - it does not say anything about what kind
of people we need to be to be saved'.

We read that chapter together several times, and suddenly
she saw the truth, accepted it, and was wonderfully saved and surec.
“In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be estab-
lished.” Matthew 18:16 and 2 Corinthians 13:1. “Whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Acts 2:21 and
Romans 10:13. “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of
the earth, for I am God, and there is none clse.” Isaiah 45:22.
We went on reading God’s Word together and on the next Sunday
we went to church, expecting that all there would be talking about
their wonderful Saviour, but no one mentioned Him! As the weeks
went by we went to several churches but found them all alike. No
one seemed interested in this Saviour, but instead could only talk
of parties and picnics, and plans for the future.

At last we found friends who loved the Lord Jesus and to
whom we could speak of our joy and the happiness of sins forgiven.
Now we knew something about Christian fellowship.

Reader, will you peruse carefully and prayerfully Psalm 51,
Romans 10, and I John chapter 5? You will find pcace in believing
in Christ, as I did.”

Romans 10:13. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.

Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of thc carth -
Isaiah 45:22.

“A testimony from New Zealand”

* & * L

THE LORD’S SUPPER . . . After the observance of the
Lord’s Supper, the first time, Jesus being present with His
disciples, He taught and exhorted them, and they sung a
hymn, and this appears to have been the practice after-
wards, that is, at the season of the observance of the Lord’s
Supper, they gave thanks, prayed, sung, exhorted etc.
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The daily sacrifice was offered at the beginning of each new day
and at evening, apparently at the same time that the lamps werc
dressed in morning, and lit at evening, and incense burnt. It is our
privilege, redeemed by blood, to commence and terminate cach day
in a spirit of worship and praise, though our prayers are often
lacking in these respects. What a change it would make for many of
us were our routine prayers altered, and instead of formalism, our
hearts well up in worship to the Lamb, and our mouth filled with
thanksgiving to God.

What a priestly heritage is ours: fellowship, testimony to His
name, loving intercession, godly discernment, ‘“‘holiness unto the
Lord,” worship, prayer. May we actively and devotedly dedicate
ourselves to making all these a constant reality in our lives.

ISAJAH 53

By Harold S. Paisley

It has been rightly said that Psalm 23 iis the Pcarl of Psalms,
Luke 15 is the Pearl of Parables, and Isaiah 53 is the Pearl of
Prophecies. It certainly is the greatest prophecy of the Suffering
Messiah in the Old Testament.

God has been pleased to use this passage in many conversions.
Philip the Evangelist preached Jesus to good account from it, and
saw saved a representative man of a long line of converts, who
have also believed that He is the Son of God from its precious
words. The Lord’s people rejoice to meditate upon the person and
work of the Lord Jesus and so this chapter is frequently quoted or
used in worship. Apart from the spiritual beauty of the words
Isaiah 53 is a gem of rare literary worth and is a model of language.
We thank God for the design and devotion of these verses. It is
likely the best known and most used passage in the Bible and yet
little understood.

Isaiah 53 is actually a dialogue. It is the God given record of
a conversation yet to be spoken. This dialogue between God and
His people is presented in the “past tense” and yet it will take place
in the future, but God gives it for our meditation in the present.

What an amazing book is Isaiah. It is full of great predictions
concerning the birth, pathway, sufferings and glories of Emmanuel
Himself. The prophecy is sweet to read but will yield royal dainties
to the student. It is a principle of study that to gain the greatest
benefit it is needful to read in context and enjoy the primary setting.
David said “In keeping of them is great reward.” Ps. 19:11.

On first reading of these blessed worcdls many difficulties ap-
pear. Who is the speaker in each section? To whom are the words
addressed? About whom are they spoken? To answer these questions
the setting must be studied.
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MAN'S DAY — From Eden to the Coming of Antichrist and his
destruction by the Lord from heaven.

THE DAY OF CHRIST — Beginning with the rapture of the saints
to heaven, the glorious heavenly day ushering us into our heaven-
ly home.

THE DAY OF THE LORD — The Millennial Day commencing
with judgment, rising to heights of' glory on earth, ending with
the rebellion of Satan and his minions en earth who have only
yielded feigned obedience to the rule of the Son of Man.

THE DAY OF GOD — The Eternal Day - New Heavens and New
carth when there shall be full and complete communion between
heaven and earth and the Tabernacle of God (the Church as the
four square city) shall be able, with Himself, to visit His creation,
we would judge, any part of His creation, without any change
in its heavenly character as The holy city, new Jerusalem, the
eternal home of the Church. The Editor

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

ORGANS, and all other ecclesiastical instrumental music, be-
long to the dispensation of shadows. The Apostles had none; and
if preachers now-a-days were walking in their footsteps they could
get at the people without a musical bait to attract them. There is
nothing worth hearing at many meetings but the music.

If preachers are of the right sort their preaching would cause
commotion because it would be in the Holy Spirit, and in secret
prayer also they could move the hand that moves the universe.
Jesus said: “And 1, if I be lifted up out of the earth ail men will
draw to me.”

You always find the carnal Christians advocate instumental
music. The vital question, however, is not one of the large meetings,
but of the converting power of God being present at them. Large
meetings, fine music, no Gospel and no God, may be found every
first day of the week all around us from the beginning of the year
to its end. No conversions but by God. Why then not labor more
to have the channels of the water of Life cleaned up. that God, Who
loves mercy, may be allowed to work in His own way and through
His own chosen instruments.

Donald Ross

* % * *

PRIVATE WORK FIRST . . . David slew (in the presence
of Jehovah) ‘“‘both a lion and a bear’’ kefore he slew (in the
presence of the ‘‘Philistines, and the men of Israel and of
Judah’) that giant that ‘‘defied the armies of the Living
(G odpmenes2>


















Manchester, Iowa — Anrpual Conference will commence with Prayer
Mtg. Friday, September 30 at 7:30 p.m. continuing October 1 and 2 -
usual arrangements and hospitality extended to visitors. Corresp. C. F.
Foster, Box 283, R. R. 2 Marichester, fowa 52057.

Terryville, Conn. — Conference here D. V. commences with Prayer
Mtg. in the Gospel Hall here Oct. 21, continuing Oct. 22 and 23 ir} the
Jigh School, North Main St. across from the Gospel Hall. Corresp. to
Abram Van Den Bush, 13 Gosinski Parkway, Terryville, Conr. 06786

FALLEN ASLEEP

Kitchener, Ont. — We heard, without much detail, of the homegoing
of our dear sister, widow of the late Mervyn Paul - Mrs. Mervyn Paul.
She ‘“‘went home” July 16th., and was buried in Guelph, Ont.

QOur dear sister Mrs. James (Elizabeth) Stevenson was called
home suddenly on a visit to Scotland, June 30th. Saved in Lochore,
Fife, in 1934, in fellowship there and later ir) Bellshire and Cumnock
before coming to Canada. She had just landed in the morning to visit
her daughter, ir{ the early evening had a heart attack and went
to be with the Lord. She was in her 66th year.

Toronto, Ohio — Our dear sister Mrs. Elizabeth Alban (mother of
the Correspondent here) went to be with the Lord July 7. aged 89.
She was saved in March 1958, baptized at that time and received into
this Assembly where she has contirued. She leaves two sons, John
and George, both of this Assembly. We commend the family to the Lord.

Ferndale, Mich. — Our beloved sister Mrs. Alfred Warren went
aome to be with the Lord from the Rest Haven Home in Grand Rapids,
where both have been for some years, or| June 12, 1977, in her 95th
year. A touching tribute from the Assembly here tells of their
{aithfulness, hospitality and godly concern for the Assembly since its
formation some 50 years ago. Brother Reid who sends us the tribute
mentions that they (with ourselves) have happy memories and happy
times of fellowship in their home - true of many servants of the Lord
visiting Ferndale in these days. Both Mrs. Warren and her husband had
a real interest ir( the Sunday School and spent many hours visiting
the homes to get the children out to S. S. Some who were in her class
are in the Assembly today. A real example in her devotion to the Lord
and a true ‘“‘mother in Israel” to many. She had loving care in her
closirg days in the Rest Haven Home. They were proven and real
friends as we look back over the many years of our acquaintance.
Remember the family in prayer. Bro. Reid quotes Prov. 31:27, 28 in
his tribute.

Vancouver, B. C. — Our sister in the Lord, Mrs. Isabella Davies, of
the Fairview Assembly, passed peacefully into His presence on July
20th. Saved while attending special Gospel meetings in the old Cedar
Cottage Hall by brother Alex. McDonald, in 1917. From that time in
fellowship there till 1923 and the past 54 year:s irl the Fairview Assem-
bly. Brother Alves mentions in writing that she was his mother’s
younger sister and he had the privilege of coriducting her service. Soon
*“all shall be caught up together.”

Lutsen, Minn. — Our dear sister Mrs. Christine Williamson (nee
Rude) went to be with Christ Jursz 24th. Borin Nov. 5, 1896 in Njonda-
len, Norway and saved July 25, 1909. Predeceased by her husband in
1970 (William) with~whom she had been in fellowship in the Duluth
Assembly for many years, survived by a son and daughter and four
sisters, prayer requested. Six from the Assembly in Thunder Bay,
Ont., were present at the funeral services which were held ir| Duluth,
Minn. Mrs. Williamson was one of our many subscribers, with a love
for the truth of God.
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REPORTS

Danbury Conn. — The Lord gave an encouraging time at the re-
cent Conference, one professed Lord’s Day evening at Gospel Meeting.
Christians encouraged.

Bethlehem, Conn. — Tent meetings by bre. J. Smith and E. Hig-
gins saw some blessing, Christians from Torrington and Waterbury
helped in attendance - four professed we heard.

Vancouver, B. C. — Tent meetings closed July 24, also Westbank -
only one professed at Marysville, Wash. bringing sadness that unsaved
miss another opportunity of getting saved, the enemy succeeding
to turn them aside from the Gospel.

Stubenville, Ohio — Our brethren here and Toronto, Ohio inform
us that owing to some major remodeling of their Hall, the usual Con-
ference will be omitted this year - it may be re-scheduled later on
in coming year God-willing. There have been a few conversions of late
which has encouraged them, as well as some baptisms. Pray for them.

Parry Sound, Ont. — Saints here with a little interest, also in S. S.
work. Two of their local brethren were hoping to have a Gospel effort
in a community 12 miles east of there, month of August, D. V. They
were expecting bro. Doherty later in Fall with his chart “Egypt
to Canaan.”

London, Ont. — Our brother John Gray had a recent visit to Tread-
ways, Jamaica, with good interest reported - he was encouraged by re-
cent meetings on the Tabernacle at Thunder Bay, Ontario. Saints in
Treadways enjoyed the visit - good attendance, some professed.

Lynxville, Wisc. — Bro. Louis Brandt mentions a recent baptism
here when six obeyed the Lord thus. With brother Wahls he was con-
tinuing the meetings in Prairie Du Chien with a little interest.

Sherman, Mich. — Recent Conference had the help of three of the
Lord’s servants - brother Mehl not being able for it this year.

Manchester, lowa — They were planning a baptism before their
Conference, result of meetings held in the Spring by bro. Leonard
DeBuhr.

West Lorne, Ont. — Bre. Murray McCandless and Paul Kember
saw a very nice interest in tent work here this Summer, 8 or 10 pro-
fessed we believe - the Lord lead them on.

Everett, Pa. — The editor had a good visit with the saints here
recently - a goodly number coming to the afternoon ministry
meeting Lord’s Day - bro. Slabaugh has been in Cumberland for some
meetings also.

Valley Forge, Pa. — We understand bro. David Oliver has seen
good interest here, where he had meetings last year, brother
Albert Hull was helping at last report under canvas.

Vancouver, B. C. — The Lord has given the assembly a little bless-
ing in seeing a few saved and added to the assembly, others we
trust shall follow. Out of the seven this: last year, only one is the
daughter of a Christian family in the assembly.
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HOW THE LORD USED A MARKED TESTAMENT
The late Wm. Williams

PETRA DE LOPEZ is a widow, twenty-eight years of age.
She lived in Chivacoa; and was a faithful Romanist, attending mass,
and confessing frequently. She knew a Christian woman who lived
in the same little town, called Ana Leal. This Christian dealt faith-
fully with her; but she rescnted it and never went back to her house.
But interest was aroused in her heart; and knowing a man, to whom
Ana Leal had lent a New Testament, she borrowed it from him.

She had never had such a book in her hands before. It was
marked from the Bible House of Los Angeles and looking at the
index she saw the words: “Jesus invita.” - Jesus invites - on such
and such a page. She turned to the page and saw Matt. 11:28
“Come unto Me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.”

She did come, and found rest and peace in Christ. She soon
destroyed her medals and scapulary, and left off going to mass and
confession and for fifteen days she read her new found treasure.
But her husband was furious and he found the little volume and
burned it. However, he could not destroy her faith and peace. One
day he beat her with the flat of his cutlass, and, as it was very
sharp, it cut her neck. She still refused to return to the Roman
religion and one day he lost control of himself and was going to
kill her, when a man held him and kept him from committing the
foul deed.

He then took her to Nirgua, 36 miles distant, to her family,
and there he with the aid of her sisters tried to force her to confess
to the priest. The priest was smooth and jokey at first; but she
exposed him and his class. He then abused her along with her sis-
ters, but Petra de Lopez stood firm; and refused to confess. Again
he moved her away to a quiet country place, where for six years
he had her a prisoner. always hoping that she would recant. He
forbade her to leave the house; and he lived apart from her in
another place where he could keep strict watch on her.

However, she managed to buy a sheet of paper and an envel-
ope and wrote a letter to Ana Leal in Chivacoa. It took six long
months ere she could get a trustworthy friend to carry the letter.
Ana Leal then visited her. When the husband knew it, he was mor-
tified, and said that he had taken her away from the devils and
that now they had found her out. He tried to force her to clean
images and light candles to the Romish idols, but she stood firm.

One day he left on his donkey for Chivacoa. He did some bus-
iness and was on his homeward journey when he dropped dead.
Petra de Lopez was a free woman. Last year she was baptized and
gathered to the name of our Lord Jesus.
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TRESPASS OFFERING

Leviticus 5 and 6

Wm. H. Ferguson

THE sin oftering we are all fairly familiar with - how it brings
before us the true “sin-offering” - our Blessed Lord at Calvary and
His wondrous sacrifice. A complete offering has been made for sin -
God has been reconciled thus and has given to us “the Word of
reconciliation” in the Gospel . . . “Be ye reconciled to God.”

The “trepass-offering” likewise is for sin - it has to do with
trespass against God but also trespass against a neighbour or brother
and we often fail to see the significance of this in our dealings one
with another.

The underlying thought therewith is RESTITUTION. The
offeror has an offering and also must make amends for the wrong
that he has done to his neighbour or brother. Often this is lost
sight of and we fall back on the thought that ALL our sins are
taken care of by God, through Christ’s atoning death, and we fail to
make the proper amends for our wrong. There is a serious fault herc
which gives no licensc to do wrong to our brother, falling back on
the grace of God to make up for our delinquincy.

RESTITUTION

This principle of the Word of God is very definite, but what if
it is impossible to make such a restitution? This is an important
point to consider. Let us consider the trespass offering in holy things.

There must be an offering a ram and blood must flow. The
costliest parts are food for the flames. There is so much sin in the
holy things but we are reminded here that restitution must be ef-
fected . . . But how? . . . .. We must thank God that here is seen
pure grace on account of the work of Christ. You will note that a
fifth part (speaking of responsibility to man and human weakness)
had to be added to make up for that which was lost or stolen
through our sin or carelessness. But how can you add a fifth part
when a man’s reputation has been stolen or ruined. We thank God
that the Blessed work of Christ has also taken care of this - He
has added the fifth part and whether we fail to do as we ought and
restore that which we have taken away, we thank God there is
a sufficiency in the work and sacrifice of the Saviour to meet this.
He has added the fifth part He took not away. This is pure grace,
but what about the one who refuses or is unable to restore that
which he took away? Will that man or woman be lost, eternally?
Thank God . . . No! ! ! But we believe in such a case there is the
possibility of the loss of a crown or recward, when it should have
been given otherwise to that one who had failed to restore that
which he had violently taken away.
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This should make us very careful as to our actions against
another. How often there has been a fault, or a quarrel, even be-
tween brethren. We have a case of this in the “‘paroxysm’ between
Paul and Barnabas, but the kindly words of the beloved Paul, later,
considering his brother and fellow servant, show that the breach
had been healed and there was no intent to harm involved. This
is surely important today when Satan, so often, uses some imagined
wrong, or a spirit of jealousy arises in the heart, and harm is done.
if not publicly then privately against one’s brother. It is a dreadful
thing to think of such a matter, or a quarrel, being carried to the
grave and into eternity, to mect loss at the Bema of Christ because
of our failure . . . the soul with the Saviour in the glory but the
possibility of the crown being lost which should otherwise have been
granted.

The principle of reward enters into this matter and we find
that it is a very serious thing to trespass against one’s neighbour
or brother. There is so much idle gossip and harmful talk involving
brethren and sisters for which we must give an account when we
get home and into His presence. His all-secing eye has missed
nothing and the thought of vital loss at the Bema, should have a
salutary effect upon us all. We see, further, how the beloved Peter
spcaks well of Paul, even after they had a confrontation at Antioch
in Syria - Gal. 2:11 and 2 Peter 3:15, 16. How lovely of the old
shepherd, Peter, just about to lay the armor down, thus to speak of
his beloved fellow servant. We encourage brethren who seek to
serve God in any sphere to consider the seriousness of carrying any-
thing like this beyond thc point where it can be settled, with con-
sequent loss in the glory.

Considering the solemnity of the above, let us beware of any
hard, or unyielding spirit, which characterizes the old nature and
is never of God. This desire to rectify matters has always been the
characteristic of the men of God. We have noticed this affecting
the testimony, during our over scventy years in Christ, which has
betokened a wrong spirit - anyone who knows anything of church
history during the past century or two, must agree with this which
has contributed to the scattered state of' the testimony throughout
the world.

Again we state, failure in such a case will not keep a soul out
of heaven but as we read, and understand, the Word of God there
shall - be decided loss at the Bema of Christ. May the Lord grant
wisdom, ere the sun sets on our lives down here, to see the true
meaning of the Trepass Offering relative to ourselves, i.e. its typi-
cal meaning.

The lines of the old hymn come to mind as we close this arti-
cle:

SOON SHALL WE PASS FROM THE EARTH AND
ITS MOURNING, ONLY REMEMBERED BY WHAT
WE HAVE DONE.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question: What warrant, from the Scriptures, is there for an As-
sembly to enter into a commercial field by setting up a shop to sell
books of known and proven spiritual value, also others which are un-
known and could be suspect, modern Bibles and other articles etc., for
the purpose of ‘‘raising money for missionaries?”

The enterprise to be financed by the freewill-offerings of the Lord’s
people to cater for assembly believers or the general public. Should

these offerings be processed this way for the purpose named?
From Australia

Answer: The whole question raised makes plain that this is a
commercial approach to a spiritual matter. such as raising money for
missionaries. This latter suggestion and object raises the possibility
that we are missing the mark altogether as to the proper manner of
having fellowship with those laboring in foreign fields. We have the
principle in Exodus 25:2 regarding the tulding of the house of God in
the O. T. The same principle holds good for what work and service of
the Lord that we find in many Scriptures.

If this enterprise and exercise as to a shop of this kind, it should
be the exercise of individuals capable. with a knowledge of divine prin-
ciples. Otherwise there may be avenues through which Satan can in-
troduce factionary matters among the people of God. Over and above
that there is the possibility that it may prove to be a burden cost-
wise to the saints. There are too many in the market with questionable
material and business acumen which will attract generally and the
spiritual person who relies on the Word of God and a good Commentary
or Lexicon for their general reading will find little need for such . . .
“Of the making of books there is no end.” Eccles. 12:12.

There are, of course, valuable books written by godly men of the
past century or so which have the “breath of God about them.”
But they are scarce today and the market seems to be filled
with latter-day books which are merely a repetition of the studies of
men and women of “The Book’ today for the maintenance of assembly
testimony to the Lord's Name.

Question: A few years ago | was overtaken in the gross sin of
adultery (once only) with an unsaved man, who has since been saved.
It was not contemplated and the horror of what had happened was al-
most more than I could bear and there was only One to go to in my
distress and repentance. I know He has forgiven me - 1 John 1:9.

What is worrying me is - “should this be confessed to the assembly,
it could cause very much bitterness and hatred, probably never to be
overcome, but if keeping the Lord from working in our midst, He must
have the preeminence?”’

Answer: Feeling very tenderly for you in your distress, it would
seem you should mention this to two or three of the responsible elders
of the assembly - you should find them understanding men - but this
would be the proper course, especially if the man mentioned is in the
assembly fellowship. This has been a question raised (some time after
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PIONEER PAGE

WE HAVE INCLUDED in this issue a short commentary on
the labors of a faithful pioneer in lonely north of Scotland, dear
James Moar. This should speak loudly to us all.

Personally, as we feel that the shadows grow longer that we
must realize airesh the need of souls of many thousands, sitting in
darkness of unbelicf.

We feel there is plenty of exercise to preach to souls who hcar
the Gospel regularly in our Gospel Halls, rather than many in out-
of-the-way places who do not hear the plain, simple story of the
love of Christ for the perishing.

May God touch these hard hearts of ours, lest the shades of
night fall.

“The night cometh when no man can work . . .” John 9:4

=

THE Orkney Islands lie immediately north of Scotland, then
the Shetland Isies north of that and West, or N. W. Some of the first
of our laboring brethren from the north sought to reach out to these
who were steepcd in their religious ritualism, but without Christ
and there were some real times of awakening. From there and the
Shetlands. one or two hardy men like brother Sloan of that day, had
their eyes on the Faroe Islands, lying between that and Iceland, and
they carried the Gospel there, Mr. Sloan travelling with some fish-
ermen in their fishing boat - a very rough passage indeed. As a re-
sult many were reached and saved in the Faroes, and assemblies
formed and Christians known as “brethren” are well known in this
depcndency of Denmark to this day. We had subscribers to W. I. S.
therc for years, some of the good men we knew of are gone but
their work remains.

“THERE’S a legion that ncver was listed, that carries no ban-
ner or crest, but split in a thousand detachments is breaking the
road for the rest.” Dugald Campbell’s motto as he carried the Word
of God through the Sahara Desert and other parts of Africa.

The beloved Paul said . . . “Whensoever 1 take my journey
into Spain, uttermost part of land known then in Western Europe.”
We do not believe he cver reached there but he will get credit for
it, since it was in his heart. The Living God can “touch the heart
thus” of the pioneer. Editor -

Avonport, N. S. — Annual Conference will be held again D. V. No-
vember 12th and 13th., with Prayer Mtg. Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m. Usual
order of meetings - Brethren walking in the old paths welcomed in
ministry - hospitality extended visitors. Corresp. Hugh Kelly, P.O.
Box 1116, Wolfville, N. S. BOP 1XO, Phone No. 542-5527.

La Crosse, Wisc. — Our Annual Conference will be held God-willing
on October 22 and 23 in the La Crescent High School, preceded by Pray-
er Mtg., in the Gospel Hall, La Crosse, Friday October 21. Usual ar-
rangements will prevail. Corresp. L. Uglum, 314 So. 6th St., La Crosse,
Wis. 54601.






Blue River, Wisc. —The Annual Conference will be held D. V. Oc-
tober 15 and 16, commencing with Prayer Meeting Fri. October 14 in
the Blue River School Gymnasium. Usual arrangements and hospitality
extended to visitors - Correspondence to Otto Studnicka, Box 537,
Muscoda, Wisc., 53573 - Sorry we omitted this notice in September.

FALLEN ASLEEP

St. Thomas, Ont. — Our dear sister Mrs. Hazel McQuiggan of this
assembly ‘“‘went home’’ August 28th., in her 82nd year. Saved when
sixteen under preaching of brethren D. McGeachy and J. C. Beattie
and in assembly from its beginning in 1915.

West Union, Iowa — Our dear brother Melvin Nutting went home
to be with the Lord July 20, aged 81. He was saved in the first
meetings around these parts when brother Warke and Bro. Brandt had
the tent in Elgin, lowa, about 35 years ago and was in the West Union
Assembly from the beginning. A quiet and consistent brother,
attending well until he got to !the point and age when he did not drive
at night and could only be at the Lord’s Day morning meeting. (good
for younger brethren to give consideration to this aspect of driving
which affects not a few as age hinders).

Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. — After a lengthy period of suffering our
dear sister Miss Caroline Parr departed to be with Christ in her 76th
year. Date not given. She was a quiet and sincere Christian, a faithful
Sunday School teacher for 35 years - greatly missed at the assembly
meetings. She is survived by three sisters, one not saved.

Lonaconing, Md. — Our dear sister Christina M. Moore (daughter
of the late John Main) (date not given). Confined to a home for
the past six years, she was aged 74. Survived by six children, all raised
in the Sunday School - we should remember such in our prayers. She
was faithful in telling her family about the Saviour. She served faith-
fully for over 50 years.

Treadways, Jamaica — Our dear sister Mrs. Lena Anderson ‘“‘went
home” the 19th July aged 60. Saved 18 years ago and gathered to His
Name here - she maintained a godly and consistent walk and a regular
attender until hindered by sickness. She leaves one daughter, Clairie,
in fellowship at West Hill. Ont., her husband and other children, some
unsaved, for whom she had constant exercise.

Also we record the homegoing of our sister Mrs. Inez Rhoden,
August 14, aged 70. Saved in 1950 and received into fellowship here.
A real help in the Assembly until hindered in recent years. Prayer
requested for her husband, in fellowship, and for a number of unsaved
children.

Brodhead, Wisc. — Following a Gospel Meeting our brother William
J. King was called home - one of the first to ‘“break bread” here
about 40 years ago. He will be missed, local brethren took the service.
Date of death given as July 27, '77. His wife predeceased him in 1973 -
he keenly missed her.

North Ireland — We have heard without details of our beloved
sister Mrs. Amadio after considerable suffering - details later.

Tasmania — Our dear sister Mrs. Ken Allen of Moonah went to be
with the Lord July 29th, following surgery a few weeks before. Our
brother is sustained - pray for such in their loneliness - it is only ‘tilk
He come.”
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West Lorne, Ont. — Fruit in the Gospel here seen in the changed
lives of some, giving joy to saints of St. Thomas and district. The
brethren are planning on continuing a Sunday night Gospel meeting
and weekly Bible Reading in Dutton or West Lorne.

England — Bro. Phillip Harding mentions a visit to North Scot-
land when he wrote recently. The tent work in Wales, with a
brother David Morgan was not too encouraging.

Midland Park, N. J. — Wm. Ferguson had meetings. following Con-
ference, on the ‘Offerings” in Leviticus, early chapters. Saints have
been encouraged by younger brethren, in company with older ones,
in visittig Nursing Homes with tracts and a meeting with the older
folks there, also in open air preaching this Summer & Fall, with tracts
work. The Assembly here is not large but hearty and they have been
encouraged by God’s visitation the past year or two.

New England — Brother Walmsley, after Midland Park Con-
ference, visited Terryville and Charter Oak Avenue Assembly in
Hartford, Conn. with ministry and some account of work done in
Venezuela. The assemblies of New England, in fellowship together, go
on in the ‘‘old paths’ of the Word. As elsewhere there is a vast field
in New England for village and country work.

Sarnia, Ont. — Our brethren Martin and Dobson had a good
season here under canvas, with fruit in the Gospel. Among those pro-
fessing were two strangers, giving real joy.

Hitesville, JTowa — Recent Conference reported good, about eighteen
preachers present. One of our brethren in Jackson years ago used to
say any visitation was ‘“‘either a feast r a famine’’ i.e. as to preachers
visiting them. At Midlnd Park the week following week there were
only four present of the labourers - however, ““The Lord gave the
Word.” Local brethren, at some of such Conferences, give goodly
words.

Cleveland, Ohio — Bre. Smith and Higgins had some weeks of
Gospel meetings here recently - earnest preaching, but results we
must leave with the Lord. Some strangers came, but not too regularly.
Monticello Assembly.

Ontario, Wisc. — Our brother Paul Elliott saw some saved here
earlier in the Spring, giving joy and cheer to the small assembly.
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SHEEP - GONE ASTRAY

‘Twas a sheep, not a lamb, that strayed away,

In the parable Jesus told.

A grown-up sheep that had gone astray

From the ninety and nine in the fold.

Out on the hillside, out in the cold.
‘Twas a sheep the good Shepherd sought;

And back to the flock, safe in the fold,
‘Twas a sheep the good Shepherd brought.

And why for the sheep, should we earnestly long,
And as earnestly hope and pray?

Because there is danger if they go wrong.
They will lead the lambs astray.

For the lambs will follow the sheep, you know,
Wherever the sheep may stray.

When the sheep go wrong, it will not be long,
Till the lambs are as wrong as they.

And so with the sheep, we earnestly plead,
For the sake of the lambs today:

If the lambs are lost, what terrible cost

Some sheep will have to pay.
Anon
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The refactory are best left in His hands whose words they
cavil at: if His own, He knows how to break them down
and make them thankful for the light, the refusal of which
keeps them in ignorance.
The conclusion the apostle shuts up the brethren to is,
zeal . . . regulated as we have seen in the assemblies. For
all things, not these merely, are to be done becomingly
and in order.
But the Spirit alone can give us to discern always what is
comely, and the order is not left to human discretion,
but revealed by the Lord.
Thus man’s will, as it is condemned in every detail of
individual life (for we are sanctified to obedience, yea,
to the same kind of obedience as our Lord Jesus Christ),
is no less excluded from the assembly of God which He
has formed for the glory of Christ, and in which He acts
by the Holy Ghost according to the written word.”

W K.

“IN THE BEGINNING"
Genesis 1:1, 2
Thos. Newberry

THERE is no definite article here in the original Hebrew. The
absence of the article lets in eternity. No definite period fixed. We
are carried back in thought to the boundless depths of the eternal
ages.

“GOD CREATED.”

The divine title here employed by the Holy Ghost is “Elohim,”
the plural of “Eloah.” The triune God, - Father, Son and Spirit -
acting in unity. For the verb “created” is in the singular.

To CREATE is to bring into existence out of nothing, if used
of matter. See Hebrews 11:13. “So that things which are seen
were not made out of things which do appear.” If used of spiritual
or other things,it signifies something altogether new.

There are three words used in the first and second chapters:
“Bahrah,” to create out of nothing; “Hahsah.,” to make, out of
existing materials; and ‘“Jahtsar,” to form, as the potter moulds
the clay.

“THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.”

“Heaven,” in the Hebrew, is always dual. In the Greek, some-
times singular and sometimes plural.

Perhaps denoting the material and the spiritual heavens; while
the third heaven, or the holiest of all, is not included.
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But when the Lord Jesus prayed, He prayed with a purpose
and He always prayed to the point. And when He answered His
disciples in this chapter, He gave them and us not a form of prayer
but a pattern. The glory of God in the first thing. “Hallowed be
Thy Name.” First He ascribes to the Father the honor that is due
to God’s name, and then that which is nearest to God’s heart comes
next, “Thy Kingdom come.” “A millennial scene,” you say, and
yet in principle it should be true of us as the people of God. The
sprcading of His truth and the extension of His Kingdom should
ever be before us.

Then after God’s glory and interests we come to ourselves.
“Give us this day (or day by day) our daily bread.” That which
we need is put before God.

“And forgive us our sins for we also forgive those that tres-
pass against us.” I wonder how many of us are willing to accept
that limitation. I am afraid some of us would hesitate about that
and feel that we must first cxamine ourselves. Looking down in our
hearts there is distrust, maybe even hatred of someone, and all the
time we are praying for forgiveness. These are truths of course that
will have a place in a coming day, but don’t let us “give them all
t(; the Jews,” especially in the matter of real prayer and the spirit
of it.

“And He said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend
and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend
me three loaves; for a friend of mine in his journey is come to me,
and I have nothing to set before him? And he from within shall
answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto
you, Though he will not rise and give him because he is his friend,
yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as
he needeth.”

I do not think that this man’s answer gives us God's attitude.
A sleepy man in bed unwilling to get up, is not good illustration of
God’s relation to His people. It is rather a matter of contrast. The
friend goes to his friend’s house at midnight and finds him unwilling
at first to give him what he needs. That is not like our God. T go
to Him at the most unseasonable times and He is always willing
to hear. But if this unwilling friend yields because of his friend's
importunity how much more will our God give us what we need.

“If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will
he give him a stone?” There is no doubt about God’s ability and
willingness to meet the needs of His people, but how much we need
to know the true spirit of prayer. Let us remember that if it be the
stammering utterances of His little child His ear is open to hear.
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‘‘HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER"
D.L. Moody

I HAVE never known a young man to prosper who spoke
contemptuously of his parents. There was once a young man whom
I thought a good deal of, who once belonged to the Sunday School
I had in Chicago. His father was a confirmed drunkard, and his
mother took in washings in order that her children might have an
education. He was as fine a looking man as I ever saw, and when he
was in High School he ranked as high as any pupil there. I had
great hopes of that family. But one day the mother stood out in
front of her humble home with her washing clothes on, talking
with this son. He saw a young man coming who attended the High
School, and he left his mother and went forward to meet him.
And the other boy said: “Who is that woman you were talking
with?”

“Oh,” he said, “that’s my washerwoman.”

He was ashamed to have his companion know it was his mother.
When I heard of it my heart sank within me. I said “That young
fellow isn’t what I thought he was.” I kept my eye upon him. He
made an utter wreck of life. I lost hope for him from the hour he
denied his mother.

Dr. John Hall once told of a boy who had been sent by his
mother off to school, and when the time came for him to graduate he
wrote home that he wanted his timid, old, widowed mother to be
there on graduation day. She wrote back she could not come; she
hadn’t a new dress, and had turned the skirt of hcer old one once
and she couldn’t turn it again. The boy said he could not graduate
without her: she must come. He persuaded her to come. She wasn’t
dressed very well. When the people had assembled it was discovered
that the best seat in the hall was reserved for somebody. Soon that
young man came proudly down the broad aisle with his aged wi-
dowed mother leaning on his arm, and he escorted her to that seat.
She did not know that he had carried all the honors beforc him,
that he was Valedictorian of his class, and the most popular man
in the whole school. When he had reccived the prize that he had
won, and the medal was placed upon his breast, he slipped down,
and put it on his mother, and kissed her and said, “I should never
have had it, but for you.”

There was nothing in President Garfield’s life that touched me
so much as when, the moment after his inauguration, he turned and
kissed his aged mother. I say that a man is a miserable contempti-
ble wretch who' speaks sneeringly of his parents. A man ashamed
of his old mother! - God forgive him. If you have a mother, treat
her kindly. She is the best friend you have. If she is alive, make her
last days as sweet as you can. When she is gone you will realize
that about half the world is gone.
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FICKLENESS
2 Cor. 1:17-22

Donald Ross.

WHEN [ therefore was thus minded did I use lightness (fickle--.
ness, R.V.)? or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to,
the flesh, that with me there should be yea, yea, and nay, nay. But,,
as God is true (faithful, R. V.) our word to you was not yea and
nay. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, Who was preached, among.
you by us, even by me, and Silvanus and Timothy, was not yea
and nay, but in Him is yea. “For all the promises of God in Him
are yea, and in Him Amen unto the glory of God by us. Now He
Who established us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, Who
also sealed us and given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”

What a plain testimony of every thing being said and done after
God’s order, i.e. entirely free in purpose in teaching and preaching
and in promises from a zig-zag character, i.e. fickleness. As God’s.
Word, promises, etc. are all true and faithful as well as for eternity,
so ours ought to be, and no doubt, if God was consulted before
having purposes and making promises, there would be less of that:
changeableness, etc. so characteristic of many of the Saints of God..

Reader, is the above quotation a rebuke to you? Solemnly,,
ponder over it. Jas. 4:13-15. “Yc ought to say. if the Lord will, we
shall both live and do this or that.”

Doubtless if there was more conscience in doing all things to
the Lord there would be more carefulness in cherishing purposes.
making declarations and giving promises; and as God is faithful
our promises ought to be. Not yea. yea and nay, nay, but the one-
or the other, and free from that miserable fickleness which charac--
terises SO many.

Be ye therefore followers of God as dear children. Eph. 5:1.

(“Let us all be “men of our word” in relation to our dealings
with the Lord’s people . . . Editor)

TIMOTHY
Donald Ross.
Selected

HAVE been looking a little at a few things in connection with
Timothy. Acts 16:2 - “Which was well reported of, by the brethren -
him would Paul have to go forth with him.” It says nothing about
his ability as a speaker - “but he was well reported of, by the breth-.
ren.”
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Rom. 16:2! - “Timotheus my work-fellow.” This was written
seven years after (if we can rely on dates at head of Bible page)
Paul had not got tired of him. I Cor. 4:17, - “Timotheus my be-
loved son and taithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remem-
brance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where
in every assembly.” He had so drank of the spirit of his father in
the Gospel and co-worker, that Paul could with confidence send
him to Corinth where everything was wrong, and where they had
evidently forgotten Paul’s ways in Christ, which he had taught them.

I Cor. 16:10 - “For he worketh the work of the Lord as I also
do.” He was no man pleaser! No, brethren-evangelist! - “He work-
eth the work of the Lord as I also do.”

Philip. 2:19, 23. What a precious word! Paul could be com-
forted in sending him to Philippi - an assembly different from Cor-
inth - one of which he could write, “Always in every prayer of
mine for you all, making request with joy.” He wasn’t afraid that
Timothy would spoil them by his lightness. See Jeremiah 23:32.
He knew that Timothy would naturally care for their state. Much
more might be said, but you can take it in as you read.

I Thess. 3:2 - “Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God,
and our fellow labourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you,
and to comfort you concerning your faith.” Oh, this is a nice word.
Paul wasn’t atraid to send Timothy amongst those dcar Thessa-
lonians - the Christians, that he didn’t need to tell anybody about,
for their “faith to God ward was spread abroad everywhere.” They
needed establishing and comforting, and Timothy was entrusted with
this most responsible position, and when you think of what the apos-
tle could write to those Thessalonian saints, regarding his own
behaviour amongst them: - “Ye are witnesses, and God also, how
holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among
you that believe: as ye know how we exhorted and comforted and
charged every one of you, as a father doth his children.” I Thess.
2:10, 11. It spoke well for Timothy that he could be sent to such
a place.

I Timothy 6:11 - “O man of God . . . hast professed a good
profession before many witnesses.” Here is Paul, the aged, writing
to Timothy, still a young man, and he calls him a “man of God,”
and one who had professed a good profession before many witnesses.
2 Tim. 1:4 - “Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy
tears, that I may be filled with joy.” What a precious word. -
Paul in prison ready to be offered up. “All they of Asia turned
away from him” - no man standing with him - he desires greatly
to sec Timothy, confident that a sight of Timothy would fill him
with joy - much, very much, amongst the saints of God to cause
him sorrow, but a sight of his son Timothy would fill him with joy.
Where are the Timothys?
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NEW TESTAMENT WORD STUDY

LOOKING further at I Corinthians 14:40, the Greek word for
“decently” is (uskeemonos) and means “in a becoming manner,
with propriety,” and is rendered “honestly” in Romans 13:13, also
in I Thess. 4:12 and has the thought of “being honorable and come-
ly” which latter is used of Joseph of Arithmathea - Mark 15:43.

We also noticed this in the Septuagint in Prov. 11:25 - “The
liberal soul shall be made fat and he that watereth shall be watered
also himself,” giving the thought that all true exercise to “water
others with the good Word” shall have the corresponding effect of
“refreshing the soul of the exercised one.” The “liberal soul” in
this verse is rendered in Sept., as “the graceful soul” - so the word
has several suggestions from the root word, but underlying all is
the thought of decency and understanding as to the proper and fit-
ting ministry needed today in the church. To not a few the thought
of “a chance to speak” seems to be the substance and sum of their
exercise and, often, thc gracefulness and gentlemanly character is
absent; but “if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.” So writes
the apostle, by the Spirit. and utters the source of such conduct.

The other word in verse 40 is (toxin - Gr.) and suggests the
due order or ethics relative to all ministry. (Like a gentleman)
would convey the thought. My dear father used to say as to those
occupying such a place that they should “grace the platform.” It
could be otherwise. Editor -

From Eastern Pennsylvania
Dear Mr. Ferguson:

When your Words In Season arrives. I sit down and read it
from cover to cover and then later. at some intervals I study each
precious and scriptural article.

I have written to you before but T will remind you that by the
mercy of God my background is one where my dear parents and
grandparents. who were Scotch, Irish, English, met in the Name of
the Lord Jesus Christ for several generations. How the Lord orig-
inally saved my forbears who were in the “darkness” of the Angiican
Church many manv vears ago. is a miracle. Their Bible College was
the open Word of God, through the teaching of God’s Holy Spirit.
For over forty vears the Lord's death was remembered in my grand-
father’s house in an isolated. almost 100 percent R. C. community
in an isolated part of Ireland. where he was a public Official.

Mv erandfather and my father, everv day almost. he told us
lovingly we were sinners and necded a Saviour. You will see his
longing that thev walk in the paths of righteousness.

I thank God for the “sanctified commonsense” and grasp of
and condemnation of the awful conditions toda-.

Yours by His grace
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guides, having visited and listened to the confession of such a one,
bring their findings before the saints, giving opportunity to any to
bring forth any reason why this should not be done, with a view to
the preservation of the assembly’s testimony, giving a short period
of time for any valid objection.

Should not this same principle apply in the matter of reception of
one who has had to be put away from the assembly, under scriptural
discipline?

Answer: We would judge so. This has been the general conduct
of Assembly Reception and it has resulted in the joy and confidence
of the saints generally, not until then can there be proper fraterniza-
tion. The above would be the scriptural injunction as to reception or
“receiving back” into fellowship. Remember! The erring one is not
restored to fellowship until wholeheartedly restored by the assembly
to their fellowship, wholeheartedly by the whole assembly, in the
spirit of Romans 15:7 - the meaning here being . . . ‘“take such to
your heart and fellowship wholeheartedly’” after a confession which
enables the saints to do this, altogether apart from any condoning
of the sin involved. Half-way measures will never produce the warm-
hearted fellowship of saints. The above shows definitely responsibility
upon those who guide the flock.

Question: I would like your comments on Luke 17:12, 19 regarding
the ten lepers. Some say that only the one that returned to give
thanks was made whole as the verse says, and yet when the Lord
told them to go and shew themselves to the priests, they were
cleansed, v. 14. I always took it that leprosy was a type of sin. All
the Lord’s cures were permanent as far as I am aware, so would
appreciate any light on this.

Answer: It would seem the cures were real and lasting. The com-
mand to go to the priests was evidently to convey to such priests a
decided proof of the Messiahship of Him who had healed them. Cp.
Lev. 13:2 and 14:2.

There is no question that they were healed but it seems that only
the one that returned to give glory to God was really saved, verse
19 . . . “Thy faith hath saved thee.” R.V. It seems the others had
failed to recognize that One Who had really performed this healing
as the Son of God. The one did and showed this by prostrating Him-
self before the Lord - “to glorify God” v. 15. Bengel states as to
this - “lepers were hoarse, so this was added proof of the miracle,”
“With a loud voice.”

From Tasmania -
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PIONEER PAGE

THE following from Words In Scason Work & Workers
columns of 1914, i.e. 63 years ago. we reprint for the exercise and
encouragement of any, or all, who do, or have done, pioneer work
of this sort:

WELLSBORO, PA. — W. Armstrong and G. Winemiller have
been laboring in the Gospel in these parts, and a number have been
saved and are daily gathering manna for their souls - a good evi-
dence of life. I have been here for cight years and thesc are the
first evangelists to visit these parts. What a mercy from God when
any are stirred up to go into the regions beyond where they find
nothing ready to hand, but have first to look for an open door to
preach the Gospel in, then look for a boarding house, after that
to get the people interested. This is hard work. Those who do not
want hard work had better keep out. They secured an “old church”
that had been idle for two years, to preach in. The opposition has
been great. One night they broke into the building and burned most
of the hymn sheets; they also tried hard to upset those¢ who got
saved; then a “minister” got agoing, but all to no avail, the work
of God continues. There is no Assembly within about two hundred
miles of here. May the Lord awaken the people to sec the great
need of such parts.

We have known of other labors of these exerciscd brethren.
One aged sister recalls the early days of the Assembly in that par-
ticular place where the two brethren, above mentioned, labored
faithfully. They had no autos in those days and tramped the country
side until they were so wearied this dear woman told me they could
barely lift up their feet to the sidewalk when they reached her place.
after a hard day’s work of visiting in the country.

Our former editor, Dr. E. A. Martin was a great encourage-
ment to all true pioneer effort in his day, and we would like to
maintain this same thought in our little day “ere the night comes -
when no man can work” - John 9:4.

The old Bishop Ashbury of Methodist days in the back country
wrotc to the others . . . “Send me a good swimmer, the last man
drowned because he could not swim across a creek.” It was no
sinccure then, nor is it today for all who will thus branch out into

new ground . . . . .. Editor.

Mansfield, Ohio — Saints here met in their new Gospel Hall Sep-
tember 11, 1977., located at 1070 Mansfield, Washington Road. They
had an afternoon meeting to which a number of saints from the dis-
trict came together and brethren Crawford and Surgenor took part
and preached the Gospel at night.

They are happy at the support and fellowship of the assemblies of
district. The Correspondent mentions that . . . “Our prayer and
desire is that it will be a benefit in the Lord’s work in this new
location.”” We join them in this.









Torcnto, Ont. — Our dear sister Mrs. Frank Adams (May Ethel)
“went home” from Bethany Lodge, Unionville September 3rd in her
87th year. She leaves three sons and two daughters - Remember her
husband well known in the Toronto district, and the family in prayer.

Si. Themas, Ont. — OQur dear sister Mrs. Hazel McQuiggan was
called home August 26th in her 82nd year. Saved when 16 under the
preaching of brethren D. Mc Geachy and J. C. Beattie and in this
assembly from its commencement in 1915.

Seattle, Wash. — OQur dear brother in the Lord John Bennet of
the West Woodland Assembly went to be with the Lord June 8th
aged 65. Born again° March 1936 and in fellowship in Massachusetts.
He moved here in 1950 and was in stedfast and happy fellowship with
us in West Woodland.

Toronto, Ghio — Our dear sister Mrs. Margaret Westlake was
called home Sept. 1st., 1977 aged 79. Saved April 4th, 1924 during meet-
ings of the late William Armstrong. Preceded in death by her husband
in 1938. Her home was open to he Lord’s servants for many years. She
leaves three daughters and three sons -prayer for the large family
requested.

East Aurora, N. Y. — Our dear brother Paul Lombard passed into
the Lord’s presence September 21, 1977, aged 80. Saved in 1922 in
Hamilton, Ontario reading the New Testament given to him by a
priest. He found his place in the Assembly there, shortly after in
the Assembly in Buffalo, until it ceased to function, later with the
saints here. His aged widow and daughter we should remember in
prayer. We knew this dear brother quite well, he was a constant
reader of the Scriptures, now at home with His Lord Whom he loved

to speak of.

Toronto, Ont. — Our beloved sister Mrs. Martha Smyth
went to be with Christ September 17. Saved as a girl of 14 in Garvagh,
North Ireland and in happy fellowship in the Pape Ave, Assembly,
Toronto, for the past 27 years. She was a godly sister who loved Her
Lord, His Word and His people. Her sister Miss Mary Boyd will miss
her greatly, as will all the saints here.

Mobile, Ala. — Our dear brother J. W. Todd was ‘“called home”
Sept. 6th, 1977. Ehe Calendar verse for that day, his wife
writes was ‘“The Master is come and calleth for thee.”” Pray for our
dear sister in her lonliness. It is only ‘‘till He comes.”

Clifton, N. J. — Our esteemed brother John Brown went
to be with the Lord October 4, 1977 aged 91. He was born in Merlin,
Ont., for many years in Duluth, Minn. where he was a help and
guide in the Assembly, later on in Phoenix, (Sunnyslope) and latterly
when able, in Benson, Md. He leaves three daughters and one son.
Burial took place here in N. J. he was a frequent visitor to
the Midland Park Conference for years and a grea tract distributor
which he maintained as long as physically possible - doubtless in
the glory shall see fruit from these labors.

Bryn Mawr, Pa. — Our beloved sister Mrs. Albert Amadio went
to be with the Lord August 31, 1977 aged 73. Her maiden name Eliza-
beth McPherson, she was saved in Port Glasgow, Scotland when 15
and has been in fellowship in this Assembly for 53 years. She leaves
2 sons and one daughter, Mary, of this Assembly. Her husband pre-
deceased her a few years - the famijly has that ‘“‘Blessed Hope.”
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OF ONE ACCORD

“OF ONE ACCORD' our Blessed Llord
Advises in His Word;

That we may strive to serve our God
In battle with the world.

So be it so, let's curb self-will
Lest flesh arise in heart;

And hinder good, and work ill-will
The best of friends to part.

Let's think of Jesus’ Word re this,
Lest failing, we shall miss

His ‘‘well-done' in that coming Day,
Because we chose OUR way.

Let's think of Him Who shunned not here

The path that leads to LOSS;
But only chose the Father's will

Which led Him to the CROSS.

W.H.F.

POV ¥ v Y VY VY v iy v W i ity ity v Ry

DECEMBER, 1977

POVP PP PP YYDV PPPPPOPIOOG T OOw T PO OO OO OCDY







w?mds in Seasan

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE

for the ministry of the Word of God with accounts of work
done for the Lord in accordance with His Word.

Former Editors
Dr. Edwin A. Martin « Charles R. Keller « Samuel C. Keller

VOL. 69 DECEMBER, 1977 NO. 12

INDEX OF ARTICLES:

NEEDED BUT NOT WANTED - Gospel ...... Dr. W. T. P. Wolston
ONENESSEGFMMIND T=]. 020 70 . Th T, | Wm. H. Ferguson
BEHAVIOUR IN HOUSE OF GOD - ............ Philip H. Harding
THE CONFESSION OF SIN - ... ................ John R. Caldwell
IHERIPOVEROERCHR ISTR - F8 ¥ NS ey o Bt George Graham
YOUNG BELIEVER'S PAGE - ................ Useful work for atl
PRINCIPLES FOR PRESERVATION - ............ Jas. N. Smith
ST AN KSSVIO U S R e e o e - el vl e The Editor

NO PREJUDICE - NO PARTIALITY
I Timothy 5:21

THUS spake the earnest lab’rer,
In the vineyard of the Lord;
To another younger servant
Lest he fail to keep this Word.

To be prejudiced by others,
Is the work of skilful men;
Who_desire the {all of brothers
They desire to see withheld

From the friendship of their friends,
Yea! to bring about their loss;
They wovuld prejudice another
Little thinking of the cost

That it costs the wound2d one

Of a faithful name and loss;
Little thinking of the future

As such sinful deed takes place.

So! with neither sinful practice,
Hear beloved Paul’s own voice;
And give way to neither evil,
Nor give in to fateftl choice.

So, speak the word of kindness,
As we tread the path of life;
Never wavering, nor lis’ning
To the evil men of strife.
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NEEDED BUT NOT WANTED

Dr. W. T. P. Wolston

SOMEBODY said to me only today, “What do you mean by
a rejected Christ?” My dear friend, do you know what rejection is?
You are not wanted. The world does not want Jesus. Indeed, from
the day of His birth, I might say, the sad truth came out - He was
not wanted. He was needed. But was He wanted by King Herod?
No! Did the scribes want Him? No! Did the men of the world want
Him? No! Do you want Him now? If you are an awakened sinner,
you do; but if you are not, you do not want Him. Oh no! Do you
know the finest way to spoil a worldly party? Go into the midst of
it and speak about Christ. Go into a ball-room, or on to a race-
course, if you like, and witness for Christ, and you will find He is not
wanted. No, the world does not want Jesus.

Some years ago I was in a third-class carriage coming up from
Musselburgh on a Saturday night. The train was crowded, and the
carriage I was in had five communicating compartments, so there
were about fifty people in the carriage. As we journeyed, a party of
ten who occupied the middle compartment began to sing. They
sang very well - Scotch songs - and all the rest of the people in the
carriage stopped talking and listened. When we reached Portobello
they got out, and other people got in. At that moment I rose and
said, “My friends, I have observed that you have been listening
with interest to these Scotch songs. I am not a Scotchman, but I
should like to tell you about the song of my native land.” Every-
body looked and listened. Then I went on: “My native land is
heaven. I belong to heaven. I am redeemed by the blood of the
Saviour, and I belong to heaven. I cannot tell you the tune of the
song sung there, but its words are these: Thou art worthy to take
the Book and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, out of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and nation.” From these words I preached the
gospel for two or three minutes, and then sat down. At the same
moment the train was drawn up by a danger signal, and there was a
dead silence. The first words that broke the silence were, “Is he
drunk?” They came from the further end of the carriage. “No,”
said another man, “I do not think he is drunk; I think he is a good
man.” “He is not a wise man,” said a third. “And why not?”
asked a fourth. “Because he does not know the time nor the place
for these things,” said the first speaker. And this sentiment was
applauded. Tt just expressed the world’s opinion. It never has time
nor place for Jesus. And the fact is, my unsaved friend, you have
no time for Christ: you have no place for Christ.

But you will want Him one day. He was rejected in the day of
His birth, and He has been rejected ever since. You say - Oh
things are altered since then. Are they? How many times have I
stood with others at the corner of a street, and sought to speak a
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word for our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, and gathered a crowd,
and just as we were beginning to get into the sweetness of the
proclamation of the gospel, Policeman No. B 246 has come along
and said - “Move on, please; by the order of the magistrates; we
can’t have the throughfare blocked.” “All right” says some one, and
we move on. We go down three blocks, and there is a German band,
with the listening crowd reaching over to the other side of the
thoroughfare, but you do not find Policeman No. B-246 coming and
telling them to move on. No, the world likes music, but it cannot
tolerate Christ.

Do tidings of Christ trouble you? Are you like Herod? “When
Herod heard these things, he was troubled.” I would to God you
were troubled, but on a right account. Would to God that you were
anxious about your soul, and crying, “What must T do to be saved?”

Jesus is a living and a loving Saviour. He passed through this
scene unloved and unwanted by man. He was rejected. “He came
unto His own, and His own received Him not.” But then.
as now, grace led some to Him, as it js written of them: “But
as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name.” Though He
was rejected, He would still be a Saviour. Whom will He save?
Anyone that will trust Him. Whom will He receive? Anyone that
will come to Him. “Him that cometh to Me, T will in no wise cast
out.”

A GOOD TESTIMONY
Read Ist Samuel 12:1-4

TN THESE verses we have the testimony concerning one who
had lived amongst his own people from his childhood until he was
greyheaded. It is said concerning him in his early life three times,
that “he grew,” and “grew before the Lord.” That was a good be-
ginning; now here is the end. He could look them in the face all
round, and they could answer in these words. Surely it is a good
commendation; one that all God’s servants should seek. In I Thess.
2:10, Paul could appeal to the Thessalonians, “Ye are witnesses,
how holily and justly, and unblameably we behaved ourselves among
you. He and those with him had a good testimony among the saints.
This: is of more value than grand preaching, that is not back-
ed up with a godly life. The preacher must be clean before He can
be used. Psalm 24:3 asks, “Who shall ascend into the hill of God?”
And the answer is, “He that hath clean hands and a pure heart.”
Then follows - “He shall receive the blessing of the Lord, verse S.
This is God’s way. Selected
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ONENESS OF MIND
In Assembly of God

Wm. H. Ferguson

WHEN writing on this subject we bear in mind human frailty
and the possibility that here should creep into the assembly of God
another spirit which would desroy the peace of the assembly and
create a condition harmful to the spiritual state and comfori or sucn
assembly.

That old shepherd - Peter - wrote thus in his first Epistle, chap-
ter 3:8 - “Finally be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of
another, love as vbrethren, be piurul, be courtcous.” And e beioved
Paul, in bidding farewell to the Church at Corinth, 2 Cor. 13:11,
urges them . . . “Finally brethren, be of one mind, live in peace and
thc God of love and peace snail be with you. Yet agaiu, in Phu.
1:27, Paul urges the saints at Philippi that *“‘they stand fast in one
spirit with one mind, striving togetner for the taith of the Gospei.”

So, looking at the matter comprehensively, we can see how
important it is for the assembly of God to gain the comfort of God
and the blessing on their labors as they seck to be of “Onc Mind.”

THE MIND

You will notice this is a matter of the spiritual mind. It is
the matter of the condition of the soul in a believer. The apostle
Peter in chapter 1:22 of his first Episle gives us some thoughts to
exercise these minds of ours.

“Seeing ye have purified your souls (or minds or
hearts), in obeying the truth through the Spirit, unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently. He continues - “Being born
again” etc.,

In other words, such exercises are of value only to those who
ARE *“born again.” The fleshly mind can never act otherwise then
“in the spirit of contest” - Phil. 2:3 and leads to an inordinate
desire to gain an advantage and thereby increase seli-respect at
the expense of others. This is not a true Christian spirit at all. The
apostle follows with the further advice . . . “Look not every man
on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.” Here-
in lies the true Christian spirit of self-sacrifice, that is, to be oc-
cupied with the needs and circumstances of others, to the extent
that there is no room for self-advancement at the expense of others.
The apostle Peter speaks of this as a purification of souls, or hearts,
and leads us to consider definitely as to the condition of our own
souls. This is accomplished by the Spirit of God through obeying
the truth through the Spirit’s energy. The Word of God demands
that we see that our souls are kept in this spiritual state which
follows the purification of souls through obedicnce and subjection
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to the Word of God. Let us look further at this and see the neces-
sity tor this in the assembly, especially in shepherding with refer-
ence to oversight and rule in the case of those who are taking such
place in God’s assembly.

ONENESS OF MIND IN OVERSIGHT

This is a very important matter and no assembly can prosper
if there is not a godly oversight, or rule, coupled with a “oneness of
mind among the brethren.” If the government of the assembly is
not of one mind. how could we look for this proper condition among
the saints, or how could we accept the sad results of the lack of it.

There is a vast different between oneness of mind among elder
brethren and the spirit of Diotrephes where just one mind of this
enemy of godly order prevails. It is a curse, and disastrous and
lecads and opens the way to apostacy.

To reach this “oneness of mind” there must be waiting upon
God. The common business meeting of an assembly where they
just come together to discuss business matters or perhaps where
the assembly funds should go, is a far cry from the actual “oversight”
recommended in the Word, or which was practised by men of God
in an earlier day. Such would come together, at stated times, to
pray, talk over spiritual matters and perhaps the spiritual state of
the Church and, ultimately, through proper deacon work, should
give advice as to how the Lord’s money should be used. To make
this merely a business meeting deprives it altogether of what God
enjoins, i.e. a rule of godly shepherds with a love and care for the
flock of Christ.

Where or when a matter arises wherein there is difference of
mind, what should we do then? The “old saying” may be timely
. . . . “When you don’t know what to do, do nothing but wait on
the Lord, learn His mind as a result of this “waiting” would seem
to be the proper attitude to take, learn His mind, and with the
proper spirit of prayer in such a meeting for care of the saints
should be very productive. We must “wait on the Lord” to gain
His mind, through the Word of the Lord. and not “press our own
judgement” -

Untold damage has been done by brethren, professedly with
a care for the assembly, acting without the mind of the assembly,
or of each other. This is a vital maxim to keep before all who guide
the saints. The “waiting time” of godly consideration and prayer
seems to be the only way to procure this oneness of mind and
judgment, when difficult problems arise. Let us practice it more.
The Church of God (locally) is not ruled by majority rule, either
of all in the assembly or of those in oversight. Any who practice this
modern concept of “rule in the assembly” know nothing of God’s
ways as to church order and always produce a condition which
brings sorrow instead of peace and blessing.
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PURIFYING THE SOUL AS TO “ONENESS.”

Read carefully again I Peter 1:22 and see how far you have
progressed in the matter of “purifying your souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren . . . .
love one another with a pure heart fervently: being born again . . .

1. Purification of soul or heart implies a looking into the state
of the soul and questioning our thoughts in relation to the cause
of God and of each other.

2. The soul is easily defiled by wrong thoughts and actions and
differences between brethren, therefore we must examine and
purify the soul through obedience.

3. This obedience which is of the Spirit of God leads us to ques-
tion any action of ours which might tend to disrupt fellowship
and hinder the Gospel of Christ.

4. It leads to undisguised love, so different from that which is
common today with its superfluity, instead of being as in a day
in the beginning of the church’s history when Christians
needed each other. Today it seems “it is every man for him-
self” consequently we are losing the sense of the Spirit’s
work among us, and the simplicity of Christ.

5. As we noticed in 2 Cor. 13:11 the result of this oneness of
mind is “GOOD COMFORT and PEACE”. May God grant
us all more of this.

BEHAVIOUR IN HOUSE OF GOD
| Timothy 3:14, 15

Philip H. Harding

WE cannot over-estimate the privilege and dignity bestowed
upon believers who are gathered to the Name of the Lord Jesus
Corist in any locality. However, we must appreciate that there is
a corresponding responsibility which rests upon the saints thus
gathered to live in keeping with the privilege and dignity bestowed.
In stating the reason for writing his Epistle, the apostle is bringing
before us this responsibility. He mentions first the CONDUCT de-
manded of the saints and then goes on to describe the character of
the assembly.

THE CONDUCT DEMANDED

The phrase “how thou oughtest to behave thyself” should
really be rendered “how one ought to behave oneself.” The apostle
is not referring® merely to Timothy’s behaviour but unfolding the
conduct required of each one in the local assembly.

The conduct suitable for the assembly is not determined by the
saints themselves or even the elders in the assembly, but by God.
Remember! dear child of God - if you are in a local assembly (and



WORDS IN SEASON 207

you should be), you are part of that assembly and therefore you
are responsible to conduct yourself according to the Word of God.
The way believers act in every day life and in the way they dress
themselves most certainly reflects upon the assembly with which they
are linked. As saints, we ought to manifest our standing in Christ,
remembering that disobedience and every form of sin practiced be-
longs to what we were in Adam and is hated of God. Compare
Eph. 4:22, 24 - Col. 3:5, 10. Like the apostle Paul, the saints ought
to behave themselves holily, i.e. free from evil - justly or free from
partiality, and unblameably - T Thess. 2:10. The people of God arc
expected to walk worthy of their calling, Eph. 4:1, worthy of the
Lord, Col. 1:10 and worthy of God, I Thess. 2:12. The standard
of conduct demanded is very high for it must be in keeping with
the character of God. Anything lower is not suitable for the assem-
bly. which is the Temple (or inner shrine) of God, asin T Cor. 3:17
etc. Dear fellow believer, let us ever strive to conduct ourselves in
every sphere of life in keeping with the claims and character of the
Lord.
THE CHARACTER DESCRIBED

Since the definite article is not in the original it is the charac-
ter of the local assembly that is in view. In this passage the assem-
bly is described in a threefold way:

HOUSE OF GOD — The Divine Principles
CHURCH OF LIVING GOD — The Divine Presence

PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH — The Divine Pur-
pose.

As to the Divine Principles, we find the term “House of God”
right through the Word of God. First in Genesis 28 and it is used
both in regard to the Tabernacle and the Temple. In this dispensa-
tion it is never used of a material building but of all the saints who
form the Church. dispensational Eph. 2:21, and of believers in
a locality who are gathered to the Lord’s Name. T Tim. 3:15. How-
ever, principles unfolded in relation to the House of God in a past
economy remain unaltered and therefore we do well to remind our
hearts of some of those principles and apply them to the local as-
sembly. Ezekiel 43 is one of the great chapters concerning the
characteristics of the House of God. At least three things are pre-
sented to us in this chapter that are applicable to the assembly.

RULE: The place of My Throne, verse 7. The House of God
is to be characterized by the rule of God. Absolute authority be-
longs to God and every child of God in the assembly is to bow to
the Word of God. The assembly is a place of ORDER and RULE -
not a place of confusion. The assembly is not a democracy where
things are carried out according to the voice of the majority, but a
Theocracy where things are carried out according to the Word of
God. Government in the assembly is placed into the hands of elders
who are responsible to see that the authority of God is maintained
and His Word carried out. Elders are NOT chosen by the assembly
but by the Spirit of God - Acts 20:28. What a great need there is
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today for godly elders who will maintain the rule of God in the as-
semblies. We must remember that the saints have a responsibility
to recognize such, respect them, remember them, Heb. 13:7, and
be careful not to rebuke them, I Tim. 5:19. In a day marked by
the spirit of rebellion, the saints gathered to the Name of the Lord
should be marked by submission to the Word of God.

RESPONSIBILITY: “Let them measure the pattern” - v. 10
and shew them the form and pattern of the house and the fashion
thereof, verse 11. The people of God in any dispensation are never
left to their own ideas i1n regard to the House ot God, but are held
responsible to carry out the unfolded Divine pattern. This was so
in regard to the Tabernacle (Exodus 25) as well as the Temple
(I Chron. 28:11, 19).

Dear fellow-believers, we are not left to our own ideas as to
what is essential but are responsible for carrying out what God has
communicated to us in His Word. Such things as

Baptism of believers - reception to the assembly, Acts 2:41, 42
Acts 9:18 etc.,

Sisters having long hair, and brethren short hair, I Cor. 11:5,
6, 10 and 14:34, 35.

Letters of commendation - Acts 18:27, Romans 16:1, 2 Cor.
SR lon

Others are essential and we have the responsibility of carrying
them out. So many today treat these principles as if they are trivial
and not necessary but such forget that they are the commandments
of the Lord, I Cor. 14:37, and therefore are absolutely vital as
part of the Divine pattern unfolded for us to carry out today.

RECOGNITION: “The law of the house - most holy” verse
12. The character of God is to be maintained in the House of God.
“Holiness becometh Thine house, O Lord, forever.” Psalm 93:5.
God demands that those who are gathered to the Lord’s Name live
in keeping with His character . . . “Be ye holy, for I am holy” -
I Peter 1:15, 16 is the injunction of God. In order that holiness be
maintained in the assembly, discipline is sometimes necessary. Al-
though restoration is the purpose of proper discipline, when pro-
perly carried out, the first and foremost reason for it is the main-
taining of holiness in the company - I Cor. 5:7. It is necessary
therefore for each one to judge self continually in the presence of
God, cleansing self of any contacted defilement through the Word of
God in order to maintain purity of life. Only then shall the assem-
bly be characterized by holiness.

THE DIVINE PRESENCE

We suggest that the expression “the living God” in our passage
under consideration brings before us the presence of God in a com-
pany of believers gathered to the Lord’s Name. Passages such as
Matthew 18:20 and I Cor. 3:16 state the fact of the Divine Pre-
sence in the assembly. Thus, those so gathered, should be marked
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by reverence and godly fear. We feel that many of the saints today
have either forgotten or have never appreciated the awesomeness
of the Presence of God in the midst of His people. Frivolity, laxity,
carelessness and the like arc unbecoming in the company where the
Lord is.

THE DIVINE PURPOSE

The purpose of the “pillar and ground” (a base or firm foun-
dation) is not to draw attention to themselves but to uphold and
display the Truth and so in this passage and in all such testimony
the purpose is to display and uphold the Truth. It seems, in this
passage, that the Truth indicated is that concerning the Person and
work of Christ, v. 16. The doctrines concerning the Person and
Work of Christ are to be upheld by the assembly and displayed by
godly character. In a day when the Person and Work of Christ are
being assailed on every hand, the assemblies should be holding
fast to these precious doctrines.

However, it is not only the upholding of these doctrines but
the display of the Truth by godliness of life. Godliness is stamped
on the whole epistle and every child of God is expected to display
it.

There should be a display of Christ in every believer. We shall
be perfectly like Him one day, perhaps soon, but God expects us
to become more like His Son now and to display Christlike features
in the world that rejects Him, so let us all seek, who are gathered
to the Lord’s Name, to conduct ourselves in keeping with the dignity
conferred upon us, appreciating more the Divine Principles unfolded
in the Word of God and seek to carry them out; enjoying thus
much of His Divine Presence in our midst, thus fulfilling the divine
purpose in upholding and displaying the Truth.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Leviticus 5:5

John R. Caldwell

ANOTHER point in connection with the sin-offering to which I
would direct your attention you will find in Lev. 5:5. “And it shall
be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall con-
fess that he hath sinned in that thing,” also end of verse 3, “When
he knoweth of it then he shall be guilty.”

From this it follows that increased light from God necessarily
demands confession of past sin. If God shews us by His Spirit in
the Word wherein we have been wrong, wherein we have been ignor-
antly sinning against Him, then no other place becomes us but that
of confession.
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I am persuaded that herein is one of our deepest errors, per-
haps lying at the root of far more than we arc aware of, wiz: that
we have received increased light from God without corresponding
humiliation and confession of the ignorance and the sin of ignorance
that we had been guilty of before.

What is the consequence? That the increased light becomes the
means of puffing us up to the despising of others, instead of the
means of putting us down in the dust.

Let us each ask ourselves, as God has given us light upon the
evil, the confusion, the sins that are around us and in which we have
had our part in times past, - as step by step we have been led out
to where we are, have we acknowledged our guilt before God in
having remained so long in culpable ignorance of His will? Have
we been led out to the position we occupy with broken hearts? Or
have we come as those who have more light than our neighbours,
rather conceited and puffed up about it, disposed to judge or to
despise those who are just where we were not so very long ago? In
the spirit in which fresh light is reccived there lies all the differ-
ence between a tesimony that shall be to the glory of God, and one
that shall bring dishonour on His Name?

Whilst it becomes us unfeignedly to rejoice in getting fresh
light from God upon our path, and whilst to follow the light as we
receive it is the only way of safety, ever let us see to it that fresh
light puts us in the dust before God, on account of our past ignor-
ance.

Ignorance is no excuse for sin when that ignorance itself is
the result of unwillingness to come to the light, or of negligence in
searching for it. Who is there that will not acknowledge that he
might and ought to have known the will of God in many things far
sooner and better than he did? Hindered by prejudice, by fear of
consequences, by many subtle causes, his ignorance itself has been
guilt.

The next point I want you to notice is this - the definiteness
of confession. You know it is very common to ask forgiveness in
a gencral sort of way. “Forgive us our sins for Christ’s sake: Amen.”
Such is the winding up of many a prayer. But is it not the case that
this may be said a thousand times, and said perhaps with a mea-
sure of sincerity, and yet involve no self-judgment, no real dealing
with God about things of which we have been verily guilty.

How different is the Word here! “He shall confess that he
hath sinned in that thing.” You cannot come before God in this
way - with a definite confession of a specific sin without feeling it.

And this brings me to the next point I wish to urge, viz: That
the definite confession of sin, whether it be sin of thought or act,
whether an angry or envious feeling, or a positive wrong done.
must be accompanied with self-abasement. It is a humiliating thing
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to make definite contession of sin. The deepest rooted weed
that grows in the soil of our deceitful hearts is pride. All God’s
appointments are directed toward the withering up of that bitter
root. Therefore it is that God lays us the responsibility, as we re-
ceive increased light from Him, of making confession of our past
sin and ignorance.

Let us take an example. Suppose that God gives us light upon
the subject of believers’ baptism. We see, after years it may be, that
infant sprinkling is not of God’s appointment, but of man’s devising.
Seeing His Word concerning the ordinance, we resolve to take the
step which God commands. But how often has this been done with-
out a shadow of self-judgment or humiliation over the years we
remained in ignorance of the will of the Lord, or even contended
against it? Obedience has been rendered, but, alas! with flippant
unbroken spirit and in pride of heart without self-abasement, with-
out shame, or confession of past sin.

And, remember that general confessions in meetings do not
answer the purpose of definite confession in the secret of the pre-
sence of God. It is there that the light shines brightest which shows
up the blackness of our sins, and it is there alone, in dealing with
God about sin, that real blessing is obtained. I repeat these three
points:

1. That increased light demands confession of sin.
2. That confession, according to God, must be definite.

3. That confession of sin is a shameful thing, and there-
fore must be accompanied with self-abasement.
Now, I would put before you a fourth point, viz:

4. That a genuine confession of sin will never be accom-
panied with an excuse.

Adam’s was not a full and frank confession, for he said, “The
woman whom Thou gavest me . . . she gave me of the tree.” Aaron’s
was not a full confession when he said, “Thou knowest the people
that they are set on mischief,” and, “I cast the gold into the fire
and there came out this calf.” Saul’s was not a full confession when
he said, “I have performed the commandment of the Lord,” and,
“the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen.”

These are not full confessions. They are not the sort of con-
fession that is acceptable with God, and not only so; they are not
such as bring a full blessing to the soul that confesses.

How often we hear of one saying, “I will confess that I did
wrong, if he will confess that he did wrong.” Not a spark of humil-
iation before God there. How different when David was charged
with his sin. He only answers, “I have sinned against the Lord.”
Not another word, no framing of an excuse. Again he says, and
God records it for our instruction, “Against Thee; Thee only have
I sinned.”
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Does that mean that he did not sin against Uriah, or that he
did not sin against Bathsheba? No, surely not, but it means that,
great as was his sin against his neighbour, it was scarcely to be
mentioned in comparison with the enormity of sin against God. He
sees it in the light of God’s presence, and there are no excuses
there.

The element of self excuse and blaming others will never
enter a confession that is produced under the conviction of the
Spirit of God. Leave every other consideration out of the question,
see your own responsibility, your own guilt before God, and own it
out to Him, and you shall surely find mercy.

THE LOVE OF CHRIST

2 Cor. 5:14
George Graham

Part I

In 2 Cor. 5:14, the Holy Spirit has been pleased to reveal to
us that the love of Christ was the impelling or constraining power
and force in the lives of those who were the first preachers of the
gospel in this present dispensation. Love begets love -- thus the
whole-hearted response to the love and grace of God so richly and
so freely bestowed upon them. It meant for them sacrifices which
they were willing to accept: sacrifice of natural relationships, mater-
ial and personal comforts, and sometimes life itself. It was no easy
path, but it was for Christ. Those men counted it a privilege and
joy. What a privilege! “—Ye serve the Lord Christ (Col. 3:24).
What a rich reward awaits them in the day of Christ!

What about ourselves? The dispensation is about to end. The
Lord’s coming is at hand. It is the last hour (I John 2:18 R.V.).
May the Lord stir our hearts and give us a little reviving, delivering
us from our cold formality and lethargy, ere He come.

In Eph. 3:17-19, Paul prayed for the Ephesian saints, ‘“That
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be fully able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadeth, and length, and depth and height; and
to know the love of Christ which surpasseth knowledge, that ye
might be filled into all the fulness of God.” Newberry

The little expression “the love of Christ” may be looked at in
a fourfold way:

(1) His love as the Son for the Father — John 14:31

(2) His love as a Servant for His Master — Ex. 21:1-5
(3) His love as a Bridegroom for His Bride — Eph. 5:25
(4) His love as the Saviour for the Sinner — Gal. 2:20
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question: What is the significance of the Blood in the Holy Place
(sprinkled before the vail and also placed upon the horn of the altar
of incense)?

Answer: This would show, before God, the efficacy of the blood
as answering the whole question of “‘sin” and showing the necessity of
our appreciation of the Cross and His Precious Blood ‘“‘in our worship”
in the Sanctuary of His Presence, as we approach to God and rise
in worship before Him. This was done when the priest sinned or the
whole congregation.

Question: In what way was the one who approached the Taber-
nacle tested?

Answer: In the “white wall of fine linen” all around the court,
speaking of the spotless righteousness of Christ, typically, and the
righteousness of God.

Also under each of the pillars surrounding the court of the Taber-
nacle and under the five pillars at the entrance of the Holy Place (not
the holiest), was a foundation of copper which ‘*‘tests man when he
approaches to God,” i.e. man tested in righteousness in his approach.

Question: What about the ashes of the Burnt Offering Altar?

Answer: The priest would put on his linen garment, Lev. 6:10 etc.,
and “‘take up the ashes of the burnt offering and place them beside the
altar on the east, at the place of ashes.”” Lev. 1:16. The *‘ashes’’ would
speak of the death of Christ - towards the east - ‘the place of
the sun rising.” In Lev. 6:11 he would put off his linen garments and
carry forth the ashes to a clean place outside the camp.

God saw to it that ‘“‘clean men” - Joseph of Arimathaea and Nico-
demus took the precious body to a clean place - that new sepulchre
wherein never man had lain.

The place of the ashes outside the camp could remind us, that
wherever God had a “gathered company” to ‘remember the Lord” in
His appointed way, as in the divine pattern, there would be a ‘“‘remem-
brance” even though the testimony had ceased, such as the early
churches in their testimony to His Name (Revelation 2 and 3 as an
exampie). As Israel journeyed through the wilderness their camping
grounds could be distinguished by a mound of ashes left behind.

Question: Tn what way could the “vow’ in Lev. 7:16 apply?

Answer: We could see in this the ‘“vow” of the Nazarite and its
completion in the days of his separation, or Nazariteship. In Numbers
6:18 we see the sacrifice of the peace offering and the Nazarite cutting
off the hair of his Nazariteship and putting it in the fire under the
peace offerings - all ascending to God as a sweet savour. There was
also in Numbers 6:17 the ‘‘meal offering” suggesting his separated
walk and ‘“‘dring offering’’ suggesting that he made the vow of separa-
tion in the spirit of sacrifice and did it with joy before His God.

Israel’s good days were marked by the Nazarites walking in their
midst. Their dark days of failure were marked by the lack of Naza-
rites, or separted ones, in their midst. This is a lesson for us all in
our testimony to His Name. Our decline and failure is, today, marked
by the lack of ‘“separated” men and women in our midst. Rather the
opposite is seen, worldliness and “world conformity” is prevalent among
assemblies, in contrast to the early days of power and scriptural
testimony.
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“THANK YOU"

THERE have been found in certain backward countries, in
days past, such as Van Dieman’s Land etc., natives whose language
had no such word as “Thank you.” They had words which signi-
fied hatred, killing, theft, etc., but none of the kinder words of our
English language. This, of course, showed the absolute lack of
any knowledge of Christianity or the Gospel and the Bible. Mission-
aries, or any other benefactors there were unappreciated in any
efforts of kindness - in earlier days they were clubbed, killed and
even eaten.

While in our modern day of enlightenment and Gospel -visited
countries, we are not thus behind, yet we notice an increasing lack
of appreciation and consideration in “this every man for himself
generation” and lest Christians fall into line with this element, let
us learn more constantly to express our appreciation by the simple -
“Thank You.”

In our Christian assemblies there is room for this valued ap-
preciation and it is a great encouragement to any who show such
concern for others, either by word or deed, to have this simple
acknowledgement.

Hence, let us not be slow to express our thanks by saying so.
Silence can mean either outright ingratitude, or perhaps enmity,
envy or ignorance, but in all well-mannered people it is never lack-
ing - how much less should this be so among Christians, especially
in the Christian Assembly.

Amid the stolid, phlegmatic bearing of some after a meeting, the
occasional “Thank You” is a pleasant interlude and a mark that
the Word of God is appreciated and received. The Editor

SO, to ALL who have contributed to the Magazine during
this past year, we say and give a hearty “THANK YOU” - the
blessing of the Lord be wupon you as you have thought of
“OTHERS.” We look forward to a continuance of such spiritual
help and ministry of the Word in the year ahead, if the Lord leaves
us here. Doubtless there are many hundreds, yea, thousands of
God’s dear people who would re-echo this word - “Thank You.”

You will notice, this coming year, that we have increased the
subscription rate to $3.50 (each subscription - yearly), or Two
pounds British currency. This seems to fall in line with the rate
of inflation which is prevailing among us all and we are sure our
subscribers will understand this. As far as we know, our friend
and brother Samuel McCormick of Lurgan will continue his mini-
stration of helping with old country subscribers and T am sure we
heartily say to him, in the Lord’s Name - “THANK YOU.” Please
help him out early with your’s. We will make announcements re-
garding volumes for 1977 next month, as brother Brescia has
kindly offered to take care of this for us this time - we say to him,
with others - “THANK YOU.”

The Editor



London, Ont. — Following St. Thomas Conference bro. Sydney
Maxwell had a few well attended meetings here - last report with
bro. Frank Pearcey in Mimico, Toronto assembly, in the Gospel.

La Crosse, Wisc. — Recent Conference had a few of the Lord's
servants with them to give help in ministry and the Gospel.
St. Thomas, Ont. — The recent Conference here went well, over

500 at some of the meetings. The assembly here has been encouraged
of late, twelve were baptized on October 27 and they are exercised as
to necessity of larger meeting place - the Lord guide them. Bro. Harding
of England was visiting them for some ministry after the Detroit Con-
ference.

Detroit, Mich. — The Stark Road Conference was a happy time
around the good Word of God with plain, practical and heart-stirring
ministry for young and older - many young folk present, giving promise
as they go on for the Lord. The Lord bess them and keep them in the
path of obedience. Several of the Lord’s servants present to give help,
among them brother Albert McShane of Ireland, also bro. Martin. We
noticed many present from former fields of labor and rejoice to see
them with a desire for the good Word. Ministry according to the ‘‘old
paths” was plainly given, with grace and ability.

Fergus Falls, Minn. — Brother DeBuhr was preaching here in a
vacant building, some concerned, one had professed at last report.

0Oil Springs, Ont. — Bre. Ballhagen and Robert Fuller of Lake
Shore holding forth here in the Gospel. A one-day conference here was
well attended, Bible Reading on subject of the Lord’s Coming.

Detroit, Mich. — Bro. Wm. Metcalf was to have two weeks of child-
ret}l’s meetings after the Stark Rd. Conference in the Schoolcraft Gospel
Hall.

Hitesville, ITowa — Saints here had an all-day meeting October 30,
1977 to commemorate when the Christians first broke bread as an
Assembly here October 30, 1927. Seventeen who ‘“broke bread’ on that
first day are still here and present on above day. The Lord continue
to bless such testimonies “‘to His worthy Name.”

New England — Word from Fred Hill of East Boston tells of visits
there by brother Albert McShane, Timothy Kember to East Boston,
Springfield and Byfield, Mass., also R. Surgenor visited around assem-
blies after Terryville conference, brother Doherty stayed on for meet-
ings in Terryville etc., Bro. McShane was to be at Barrington, N. J.
also Bryn Mawr ere flying back to Ireland November 14th, D. V.

Longport, N. J. — Our brother Archie Stewart suffered a fractured
hip after a fall recently.

Detroit, Mich. — Annual Conference of Stark Road Assembly was
a season of spiritual blessing - ministry varied and to profit we be-
lieve. Fifteen of the Lord’s servants present, good Gospel meetings
each evening. Bro. Gary Sharp had two weeks of children’s meetings
and we have had two of our monthly Bible Readings, monthly, Sat.
eve. - Subject - “The Church and Churches of God.”

CONFERENCES

San Diego, Calif. — The Annual new Year Conference will com-
mence with Prayer Mtg., Friday, Dec. 30 and continue through the
31st, January 1 and 2. Usual arrangements will prevail and hospitality
extended. Mtgs. in Gospel Hall, 4646 Twain Ave. Corresp. Andrew Hall,
5168 Ewing Street, San Diego, CA. 92115 - Phone 583-3875.

Seattle, Wash. — Annual Conference D. V. will be held in the west
Woodland Gospel Hall, 516 N. W. 56th January 7 and 8, commencing
with Prayer Mtg. January 6 at 7:30 p.m. Breaking of Bread Lord’s
Day at 10 a.m. Corresp. David C. Hale, 16813 19 S. W. Seattle, Wash.
98166.
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