FOUR REASONS WHY A CHILD OF GOL CAN NEVER BE LOST
By Leonard Sheldraks

T. Because of the Word of God that assures the believer of eternal-life.

. "They shall never verish" are the unconditional, emphatic words of. the
Tord Jesus Christ. Are you one of His sheep? Then you shalt never perish;
vou have eternal life. This 1s as clear and umnmlstaksble as words could
possibly make it. "VMy sheep hear my volce, and I know them, and they follow
me; And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shell any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand."
John 10:27-29. ‘these words give the fullest confidence to every belleving
heart.  Did De who is "Tae Truth" say His sheep were 1n His hand? Did He
say "I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perlsh"? Yes, blessed
be ‘His holy name, He said these very words; and said them bto glve "everlast-
ing consolation" to His own béloved people. This is enough for my heart;
this iz rest for my spirit. I know.He cannot lie; I know e would not decelve
whose who take Him at His word; He has said "Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my word shall not pass away." No conviction based on feelings, or
the reasonings of men could possibly have the value of the assurance, that
is the portion of the soul that has bellieved the words of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Hearken sgain to His emanclpating words in John 5:24, "Verily,
Verily, I say unbto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that
gent me, HATH everlasting life, and SHALL NOT come into condemnation, but
IS PASSED from death unto:.life." HNotice the words "hath" "shall not" and
"is passed". These liberating utterances of the Son of God, are a safe
anchor to the souls of His peocple in all the storms of life. Yo every new-
born soul. the work of salvation is already complete; the ' youngest child in
the family of CGod has got "everlasting 1ife"--will never come into condemnat-
ion--is 2lready passed "from death unto 1life." If unbellef makes you hesit-
ate in the presence of these stupendous facts, just oven your own Bible and.

.read these very words of the Lord. Jesus, till they illuminate your soul with
the light and liberty of Heaven. We do not stay to guote other precious por-
tions of the word of God, but pass on to the second reason for the statement
that no child of God will ever be lost, which isi-=-

II. Because of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ for them upon the cross.

Ponder well the following words of the Holy Spirit of God--He is speak-
ing of the finished work of Calvary; '"He entered in once into_the holy place,
having 'obtained ETER:{AL REDEMPTION for us" (Heb. 9:12). This is the precious
inheritance purchased for ‘believers by the blood of Jesus. "Eternal redempt-
ion" is the blessed porbion of every one who has teken shelber wunder Uhs "pre-
elous blocd pof T ; } Ld '
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we have cost Him too mueh, for Him to let us slip from His grasp. If a man
has paid a great price to set a slave free, will he not see to it that the
delivered man 1s secured in that libverty that the ransom has purchased for
him? Vould it be a matter of 1little concern to the liberator whether or not
the one-time slave was in reelity a free men? If a liberator had the power,
‘he would make it -abgolutely impossible for the old slave master ever to get
possession of the one who has been freed with his rcney. Nothing but lack
of being able to deliver, would ever allow the redeemer to sbandon the ob=-
ject of his mercy. This 1is possibly the reason why this epistle to the
Hebrews, where we read of "eterngl redemptlion®, directs our hearts to the
Lord Jesus on the throne of God in Heaven. He has redeemed His people with
Hls own blobd, now.He lives in the glory to make that redemption good to
them. '"Wherefore he is_ able also to save them %to the uttermost that come
untio God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inbtercession for them." (Heb.
7:25.) Thls introduces the third reason we have adduced for the eternal
security of the belliever;--
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III. Because of the work of the Lord Jesug Yhrist for them upon the

rone 1n Heaven.

ot only did the Lord Jesus dle for us at Calvary bto put away our sins,
e lives for us in Heaven to'bring meny scns into glory" (Heb. 2:10). He
who"loved the church and gave Uimself for it" (Eph. 53 25), lives in the glory
to "sanctify and cleanse 1t by the wa snlnt of water by the word", that He
wmight be¢ abhle to “*racpnt it Lo Him & glorious church, not having spot
5=217) . :

or wrinkle, or any such thing.’
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If He was WILLING to pour out iHis blood to purchase lis loved ones, He
is slso "ABLE to save them to the uttermost who come unto God by Him, seelng

e ever liveth to méake ilntercession for them" (Heb, 7:25).  M"If vhen we were
enembes we wers reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more beling
reconciled, we.shall be seved by His life." (Rom. 5:10). . If I had a Saviour
at Calvary, I have a great High Prisest in Heaven., If He bore my ¥gins 1n His
own body on the tree,‘ then i nave "an Advocste with the Pather” when I fell
and.sin. Lest this doctrine should be thought to lead to carelessness the

Holy Spirit first says "Taese things write I unto you that ye sin not" (I John

©9:1), It is not the sinlessness of the saint that keeps him in the grsce of

God, but the adve cacy of Christ. The Christian has a High Priest to succour,

and ‘en Advocate to nplead, in the person of the Lord Jesus; he-hes also a

loving lathP in tﬂe person of God in Heaven to assure his eternal salvation.
It is the blood upon the mefcv-sedu that heas secured this blassing for us.

The Christian -has also the J@lv Spirit within him to meke him happy in obed
ience and unhappy ln dlSObuuLGDOG' as long as we walk obediently ie strength-

_ens us with the word of God, but when sin is committed He turns Heprover;

the saint loses the joy of salvauLon_una the Father's smile till the sin 1is
confessed and cormunlon restored. During this unhappy perlod the Lord Jesus

is the saint's Advocate, =nd the blood uzon -the mercy-seat is his assurance

of Propitiation.  The Father wilithdraws the assurancesg’ of His love and the

special expressions of &ls approval; or uses the rod till humiliation and

confession restores communion o»aln. It is well Lo apprehend thetwhile obed-

ience 1in the saint is the source of HLS ﬂoy ﬁhe unaltersble foundation of

nis s“anthn is the blood of Christ. That blood upon the mercy-seat has
eternally settled every claim of the throne of CGod for "the reddemed of the
Tord". o sin could ever touch the stending of the bellever in the favour

of God, for this is secured 1n 211 the unchanging pfﬂolonsness of the sacri-
fice of the Son of God. The Holy Spirit will not allow the Christian to
continue unmolested in a path of disobedience where his joy and usefulness
are ojndef@d. Our fgnorence and sinful m?hdewILf“ are a eonstont grlef to
Tim for the Holy Spirit will never be satisfied £11l Christ is formed 1n us,
But God hes perfectlv secured the obiﬂctg of His love in 'is eternal favour
by the cross of Calvary and our Advocate in Teaven. We could not stand T
one morent on any other foundation. "I am persuaded that neither death, nor
1ife, nor amgels, nor principalitlies, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor iootn, nor any other creature, shall be sble
to s?parate us from the love of God, which. is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom.
8139). '
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The Scripture does not merely say that believers are treated

God; thet would uurc1y be WonoerPul indeed to have the pvortion of a

-

8 sons of

son of )

the Creator of all things, even though the relationshilp did not actually exist

but aﬁﬂin and again has the Holy Spirit witnessed to the fact that
are saved are “born of God", and are "sons’. "Belaved, now are we

*hose who
the sons

of G d” (I John 3:2). "And if children, then heirs of God, and jolnt-helrs
with Christ". (Rom 8:17). This closest and most self-secrificing relation-
ship having been created between God end His peovle, how could they ever get
beyond His tender care? A father loves his son because he is his own: the
good behaviour of the son is not the cause of the pars qu g love; neither

doos bad behavior end 1%, although ingratitude Will probably bring
rod of chastisement on the back of the disobediente.

dovn the

Not only are we "sons of God"; every "born agein" soul 1s & member of

the body of Christ. "For we -are members of His body, of His flesh
His bones"  (Eph. 5:30). That body is to be presented in the glory

and of
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and"not heving spot or wrinkle." How absolutely secure must be the standing
of those who are song in the family'of God, and members of the body of Christ!
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Beloved fellow Christian, 1t is nothinv but the darkest and most hateful

unbelief that would zllow the clouds of doubt to rise in your goul.

The

blood of Christ, the word of God,n"nd the work of the Spirit mske 1t forever

impossible for the least of His redeemed ones to be lost. "iherein Co

willing more abundently 16 shew unto the heirs of promise the immut

His counsel, confirmed 1t with an oath; that by two lumutable th
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whiilch 1t was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong cons

who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon- the hope set helore ug
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we have asg an anchor of the soul, both sure =znd steauf. t, and wnich entereth

ol

in to ‘that within the veil: whither the forerunner 1s for us entered, even

Jesus made an High Priest forever aftsr the order of Nelchizedek"

e

(Heb. 6:1%-20)




