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The following Papers by the Author of "Plain

Papers on Prophetic and other Subjects " needs no

recommendation to the readers of this or other works

from the same gifted pen.

A more judicious writer on Prophecy and the Lord's

coming is rarely to be found ; and it is b^lfeyjed"-th'fl,*;, this

little volume, consisting of stray papers, nowfor4he first

time collected and arranged, will be found- heipftrf t'o

the Christian reader. This work is now issucd'-jy

the hope that the late lamented Author may yet speak

through its pages to the increased edification and

instruction of God's children.

May the Lord graciously vouchsafe His richest

blessing on the circulation of this volume.
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ON THE SECOND ADVENT.

THE PREMILLENNIAL ADVENT.

That Christ will come again, and come again in person,

is admitted by all. The testimony of Scripture on this

point is so plain and so express, that none who really

believe it to be inspired, can question for a moment

that Christ will hereafter return in person to this earth.

There are some, indeed, who suppose that, in a cer

tain sense, Christ came at the destruction of Jerusalem ;

others think that he comes at death ; and others again

speak of his coming to the soul of each believer in the

power of his Spirit, and of his coming to the Church

when, at any season, the power of the Spirit is specially

manifested. But even these persons look for a coming

of Christ beyond all this ; a coming in the clouds of

heaven, with power and great glory; a coming to

punish his adversaries, and to reward his faithful ser

vants ; to render to every man according to his works.

This event all Christians expect ; and it is of this event

we now wish to speak.

" Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into

heaven ? This same Jesus, which is taken up from

you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
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have seen him go into heaven." " Hereafter shall ye

see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power,

and coming in the clouds of heaven." "Behold he

cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall see him, and

they also which pierced him ; and all kindreds of the

earth shall wail because of him." These passages, and

a host besides, are so explicit and decisive, that there

can be no dispute respecting them. All Christians are

led by them to look forward to a future appearing of

the Lord Jesus Christ.

Nor are we aware of any doubt being entertained by

those who believe the Scriptures to be an inspired book,

as to the certainty of a future period of universal

blessedness on the earth. This also is so plainly fore

told in God's Word, that nearly all are agreed in

expecting it. There are differences of opinion as to

the means by which, and the time at which, this period

will be introduced ; but in the expectation of such a

period, all are agreed. The passages which foretell

such a period are so numerous and well-known, that

we do not quote them here. Many of them will have

to be referred to, besides, in the consideration of the

question to which we are anxious to draw the atten

tion of our readers.

That question, then, is not as to whether the Lord

will come—we all expect his coming. It is not as to

whether there will be a millennium, a long period of

universal righteousness and peace—we are all agreed

in expecting this. The question is simply, "Which of

these comes first ? Are we to expect the millennium

before the Lord's return ? Or, are we to expect the



coming of the Lord to introduce the millennium T This

is the question ; and to this question we now solicit the

most serious, patient, prayerful attention of God's dear

children.

1. " And in the days of these kings (represented by

the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw) shall the God of

heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be de

stroyed ; and the kingdom shall not be left to other

people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all

these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever," (1). The

last of the four kingdoms represented by Nebuchad

nezzar's image was Rome, as all students of prophecy

agree ; and it was when Rome was in the zenith of its

power that Jesus Christ appeared amongst men. The

miracles he wrought, and the doctrines he promulgated,

were so extraordinary, that numbers in Judea began to

look upon him as the Messiah they had been so long

and so anxiously expecting : and they thought that the

kingdom of the God of heaven was about to be set up

at once. Jesus spake a parable, however, to correct

this erroneous notion. "As they heard these things,

he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to

Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of

God should immediately appear, (2). And what was the

parable that he spake f " He said, therefore, a certain

nobleman went into a far country to receive for him

self a kingdom, and to return." The nobleman can re

present no one but the Saviour. The people were

expecting him to commence his reign at once ; they

(1) Dan. ii U. (2) Lake xiz. U.
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thought that the kingdom of God should immediately

appear. No, says the Saviour in the parable, I must

go into a far country first, and receive the kingdom

from my Father and return, before the kingdom of

God can appear. Nothing can be plainer or more de

cisive than this.

In the subsequent part of the parable to which we

have just referred, the Saviour gives us a detailed

representation of what would occur prior to the estab

lishment of the predicted and expected kingdom. There

is not a word about the gradual spread of the truth, till

the whole world are persuaded to receive Him for their

King. No ; there is the endowing of his servants with

gifts, to be occupied and employed for him till he

returns ; there is his deliberate and general rejection

by the world ; (1) "his citizens hated him, and sent a

message after him, saying, We will not have this man

to reign over us." (2) There is his investiture with the

kingdom, during his absence, exactly harmonizing with

Dan. vii. 13, 14. "I saw in the night visions, and

behold, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds

of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they

brought him near before him. And there was given

him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all

people, nations, and languages should serve him."

There is his return, having thus received the kingdom ;

the rewarding of his faithful servants with a share in

(1) I am inclined to think that the "citizens'' in this parable specially

represent the Jewish nation. This, however, in no way affects the argument.

There can be no millennium while they hold the language here described.

Besides, the world is not converted till they are. See Isa. xxvii. 6. Micah

y. 7. Bom. xi. 12, 15.

(2) Luke ziz. 14.
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his authority, and the punishing of the unfaithful with

the loss of their misapplied blessings. There is also the

issuing of the fearful mandate—" But those, mine

enemies, which would not that I should reign over

them, bring hither and slay them before me" (1)—and

this closes the scene. There is nothing beyond this but

the kingdom. The kingdom was not to appear till all

these events had transpired ; but who does not see that

if all these events are to occur before the establishment

of God's universal kingdom on the earth, then Christ

must come again before the millennium is introduced,

for HIS RETURN IS ONE OP THOSE EVENTS !

2. The Apostle James, addressing the rich and

powerful oppressors of God's people, says—Go to now,

ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall

come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your

garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver is

cankered ; and the rust of them shall be a witness against

you, and shall eat your flesh, as it were fire. Ye have

heaped treasure together for the last days

Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been

wanton ; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of

slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the just ;

and he doth not resist you." (He suffers you, as yet,

to take your course, and have your way.) Having

delivered this solemn warning to the enemies of Christ,

he turns to his afflicted followers, and says—"Be

patient, therefore, brethren"—how long?—until the

Gospel spreads its influence through all lands, subject-

(1) Luke xii. 27.
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ing every heart to the 8,way of Jesus, and gradually

introducing the reign of universal righteousness and

peace? It is till then that the Apostle exhorts his

afflicted brethren in patience to possess their souls ?

No ; be "patient, therefore, brethren, unto the com

ing op the Lord." (1) Till then, you will have need

of patience. Till then the world's affairs will be chiefly

managed by wicked, covetous, grasping, worldly men.

Till then, the world will say, respecting Jesus, We will

not have this man to reign over us ; and you, his

followers, need not expect kinder treatment at

their hands. But be patient, brethren, unto the com

ing of the Lord. That will put all things right. Till

then, " be patient, brethren !" How plain is this pas

sage ! The wicked are represented as having heaped

treasure together for the last days; and God's children

are exhorted to be patient unto the coming of the Lord.

The wickedness of the one class will be permitted to

run on, and be a source of trial to the other class, until

the coming of the Lord. The triumphs of the one and

sufferings of the other, both end there. How then can

there be a millennium before the coming of the Lord ?

3. In his second Epistle to the Thessalonians, Paul

describes the events which would occur between the

time at which he wrote, and the coming of the day of

Christ. " That day shall not come," says he, " except

there come "—what? a millennium ? No ; but " a falling

away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of

perdition ; who opposeth and exalteth himself above

(1) James v. 1-7.
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all that is called God, or that is worshipped," &c, (1)

"Well ; but may not the apostasy come to a close, the

man of sin be dethroned, and the millennium ensue,

before the coming of Christ ? Hear what the Apostle

6ays—" For the mystery of iniquity doth already work ;

only he who now letteth (hindereth) will let (hinder)

until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that

wicked (one) be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume

with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the

brightness of his coming.'' (2) Now, if the mystery of

iniquity was working in the apostle's days, but working

covertly, in consequence of some obstruction to its

manifestation ; if, on the removal of this hindrance, it

was more openly to display itself, and ultimately to

assume a concentrated form in the person, or under the

direction of the "man of sin," "the son of perdition,"

the "wicked" one; and if that "wicked" one is to

remain until the coming of the Lord, and only to be

destroyed by " the brightness of his coming;" then, we

ask, how can there be an intervening millennium ? Is

it not most plain that the Lord comes, not at the close,

but at the commencement of that period of universal

righteousness and peace?

4. A striking confirmation of this view we have in

Is. xi. 1-9—" And there shall come forth a rod out of

the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his

roots. . . . But with righteousness shall he judge

the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of

the earth : and he shall smite the earth with the rod of

(1) 2 These. il 3, 4. (3) 8 Thess. ii. 7, 8.
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his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay

the wicked" (one). Well, what follows ? The blessed

period in which "the wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid." In which

"they shall not hurt nor destroy in all God's holy

mountain ;" in which " the earth shall be full of the

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea."

Just look at these two passages together. In both we

have the wicked, or wicked one. In both we find that

he is consumed by the spirit or breath of the Lord's

mouth; but in Thessalonians, we get this additional

particular, that it is by the brightness of the Lord's

coming that he is destroyed ; and in Isaiah, that his

destruction, and therefore of course, the coming of the

Lord, by which his destruction is effected, is followed

by the earth being full of the knowledge of the Lord,

as the waters cover the sea. (1) Thus does one portion

of prophetic testimony illustrate and confirm another.

(1) We know, indeed, that it may be objected, that the terms, " rod of his

mouth," "spirit of his mouth," and "breath of his lips," should be under

stood figuratively to mean the preaching of the Gospel, by which wicked

ness, not that wicked one, is to be destroyed. We answer, 1. If this were

to be admitted, it does not affect the other expression, "the brightness of

his coming." And it is by that that Anti-Christ is to be destroyed. 2. We

do not remember any instances in which the terms mentioned are used in

Scripture to denote the preaching of the Gospel, or anything resembling

that. 3. It is said, indeed, that the sword of the Spirit is the Word of God ;

but it is not the Spirit that is here spoken of. It is the Lord himself who

is represented as destroying Anti-Christ, both in Isaiah aud Thessalonians,

by the rod of his mouth, the breath of his lips, the brightness of his

coming. 4. A few of the passages where these and similar expressions

occur, are as follows—"They that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap

the same. By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his

nostrils are they consumed," (Job iv. 8, 9). "For Tophet is ordained of

old ; yea, for the king it is prepared ; he hath made it deep and large ; the

pile thereof is fire and much wood ; the breath of the lord, like a stream

of brimstone, doth kindle it" (Isa. xxx. 33). "And Out of his mouth

(Christ's) goeth a sharp sword, that, with it, he should smite the nations ;

and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; and he treadeth the winepress of

the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God" (Key. ziz. 15). Now here are

--
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5. In Matt. xxiv., Mark xiii., and Luke xxi., we

have a discourse delivered by the Saviour to his dis

ciples respecting things to come. This discourse begins

(1) with the overthrow of Jerusalem, the destruction

of the temple, and the dispersion of the surviving Jews.

" For there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath

upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of

the sword, and shall be led away captive into all

nations ; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the

Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,"

(Luke xxi. 23, 24). Such was to be the lot of the Jews

throughout the times of the Gentiles. " For in those

days shall be affliction, such as was not from the begin

ning of the creation which God created unto this time,

neither shall be" (Mark xiii. 19). And what is the

end of this tremendous period of affliction? Hear what

Christ says: "Immediately aftek the tribulation

of those days, (not hundreds on hundreds of years after

tribulation has ceased, both from among Jews and

Gentiles, but immediately after the tribulation of those

days,) shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall

not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven,

and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken. And

then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven ;

the breath of his nostrils, the breath of the Lord, and the sword (if not the

rod) of hie month. In Isaiah, the rod of his mouth is to smite the earth.

In Revelation, the sword of his mouth is to smite the nations ; and in all

these instances the expressions in question most plainly denote judgment,

wrath, vengeance ; and we know of no instance in which they are differently

used, save in some passages, such as Ps. xxxiii. 6, where creation (not

destruction either of wickedness or wicked people) is spoken of. As to

these there can be no mistake.

(1) In the order of the events predicted, we mean—not in the order of the

discourse itself.
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and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and

they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of

heaven with power and great glory," (1) "We can con

ceive of nothing more explicit than this. The days of

vengeance begin, as we find in Luke, with the destruc

tion of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the Jews,

They continue through the whole period of their dis

persion, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled ;

and they end, as we find both in Matthew, Mark, and

Luke, with the coming of the Lord. Immediately after

the tribulation of those days. So that as there is to be

a period of universal blessedness, and as it is impossible

that there can be such a period during the continuance

of the Jewish tribulation ; and as this tribulation

reaches down to the coming of the Lord, and is, in fact,

at its height just prior to that event, it is most plain

that the period of universal blessedness is after, not

before, his coming ; that the Lords coming is not at the

close, but at the commencement of the millennium.

6. "And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before

was preached unto you : whom the heaven must receive

until the times of restitution of all things, which God

hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since

the world began,") (Acts iii. 20, 21. What are "the

times of restitution of all things " thus witnessed of by

(1) Matt. niv. 29, 30. Though they be intimately connected, it is not

meant above that the subject of these three chapters is exactly the same.

Luke speaks of the whole period of Jewish trouble trom the days of Titua

to the coming of the Lord. The other two apparently speak of the closing

part of that period, the fearful crisis at the end, so fearful that were it not

shortened, no flesh could be saved. This, however only strengthens the

argument. Instead of a millennium intervening, the troubles of the Jewish

nation continue uninterruptedly from the destruction of Jerusalem to the

Lord's coming; reaching their utmost extremity in the brief .crisis which

immediately precedes bib coming.



17

all God's holy prophets ? Surely, they are the times of

universal peace and blessing for which all Christians are

looking. They are the times when, Israel being re

stored to their own land, and to Jehovah's favour, the

kingdom shall be restored to Israel. They are the

times when dominion over the earth shall be restored

to its rightful Heir, when He who is not the Root only

but the Offspring of David, shall sit on David's throne,

and inherit all the glories of David's royal house. Nay,

more—they are the times when dominion over all

this lower creation, once entrusted to the first Adam,

but forfeited by his fall, shall be restored to the Son of

man, the second Adam, the Lord from heaven. Under

his reign, creation itself shall be restored—delivered,

as the apostle testifies, from the bondage of corruption

into the glorious liberty of the children of God. These

will be times of restitution indeed, and ample is the

testimony borne of them by all God's holy prophets.

And when do these times of restitution arrive ? When

the Lord Jesus Christ returns from heaven. "Whom

the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of

all things." Peter does not say that the heaven must

receive the Lord during the times of restitution, or

until the end of them, but until the times, that is, simply

until those times arrive. How manifest, then, that the

coming of the Lord is at the commencement of the

millennium, not at its close.

7. But let us also consider, specially, the "first

resurrection." This topic is important in itself. But

it acquires much additional importance when it is con

sidered with reference to its bearing on the particular
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point before us. The Scripture testimony, as to the

first resurrection, furnishes a remarkable proof that the

second advent is pre,millennial. The sum of that tes

timony appears to be as follows :—The dead in Christ"

(not a word here of the dead out of Christ), " shall rise

first," (1) that is, before the living in Christ are changed,

and caught up to meet the Lord in the air. This

accords with another passage : "Every man in his own

order, Christ the first fruits ; afterwards"—who? "they

which are Christ's" not those which are not Christ's,

" at his coming." (2) And both these passages are

still further exemplified by a third : " The rest of the

dead lived not again until the thousand years were

finished." (3) Take, then, these Scriptures in their

plain meaning, and we learn that the Lord shall come

at the beginning of the thousand years ; that those who

are "dead in Christ," who "are Christ's at his coming,"

and those only, will be raised at his coming, while, the

rest of the dead will not five again until the thousand

years are finished. And the explanation of St. John

himself is to the same effect precisely : " This is the

first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath

part in the first resurrection : on such the second death

hath no power, but they shall be priests of God, and of

Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years." (4)

That is, those who have part in the first resurrection,

must be^at the commencement of the millennium, not

at the end.

8. We have still further confirmation of this truth in

(1) These, iv. 16. (2) 1 Cor. xv. 23. (3) Kev. xx. 8. (4) Verse 6.
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two other passages of Scripture, when compared with

each other. "Behold I shew you a mystery: we shall

not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment,

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump : for the

trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incor

ruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corrupt

ible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must

put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall

have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have

put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the

saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in

victory." (1) It is stated here that the dead in Christ

shall be raised and the living saints changed, and both

be finally delivered from mortality and corruption.

All are agreed that this takes place at the coming of

the Lord. But in the passage which has just been

quoted, we find that "when this corruptible shall have

put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on

immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying

that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory."

And where is this saying written ? Only in one place,

and there it stands connected with the introduction of

millennial blessedness. The whole passage stands as

follows:—"And in this mountain shall the Lord of

hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast

of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of

wines on the lees well refined. And he will destroy in

this mountain the face of the covering cast over all

people, and the vail that is spread over aU nations.

(1) 1 Cor. it. 51,64.
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He will swallow up death in victoby: and the Lord

God will wipe away tears from off all faces ; and the re

buke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth;

for the Lord hath spoken it." (1) The apostle declares

that this remarkable prediction shall be accomplished

when this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and

this mortal shall put on immortality ; and thus we have

the most explicit testimony of the Holy Ghost by Hia

servants, Isaiah and Paul, that the coming of the Lord

—the resurrection of the departed saints—the transfor

mation of those that are alive—and the introduction of

the millennium—all take place together. The coming

of the Lord is, therefore, plainly not at the close, but

at the commencement of the millennium.

9. We have still further evidence in another class

of predictions. In nearly a dozen places, we have a

clear, express declaration that at the commencement of

the millennium there will be a great gathering together

of all nations, and the infliction upon them when so

gathered, of a signal, special, overwhelming judgment.

In each of these passages we have clearly and expressly

mentioned, first this great gathering of the nations ;

secondly, an overwhelming judgment upon them ; and,

thirdly, after that judgment, the millennium. In

several of these passages, and connected with these

events, we have another event as clearly foretold as any

of these ; and that is, the coming of the Lord. . . .

" For I know their works and their thoughts ; it shall

come, that I will gather all nations and tongues ; and

(1) In a. xiv. 68.
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they shall come and see my glory. And I will set a

sign among them, and I will send those that escape of

them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that

draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off,

that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my

glory: and they shall declare my glory among the

Gentiles And it shall come to pass that

from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath

to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me,

saith the Lord." (1) Now, here we have the gathering

of the nations, the conversion of the world, and the

universal prevalence of true religion during the millen

nium. But if you look at verses 15 and 16, you will

find at the commencement of all this blessedness the

Lord comes. ' "For behold, the Lord will come with

fire, and with his chariots, like a whirlwind, to render

his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.

For by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with

all flesh ; and the slain of the Lord shall be many."

Here the coming of the Lord is plainly connected with

the gathering of the nations and the judgments upon

them, when so gathered. In Zech. xiv. 1-9, we have

the same thing. "Behold the day of the Lord cometh,

and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.

For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to

battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses

rifled, and the women ravished ; and half of the city

shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the

people shall not be cut off from the city. Then shall

(1) Isa. Ixvl. 1S,2S.
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the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as

when he fought in the day of battle. And his feet shall

stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives which is before

Jerusalem on the east and the Lobd my

God shall come and all the saints with thee."

And what is the result of this gathering of the nations,

and this coming of the Lord with all his saints ? "And

the Loed shall be King oveb all the eabth : in

that day shall thebe be one lobd, and his name

one." So in Eev. xvi. 13, &c, "And I saw three

unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the

dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of

the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the

spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto

the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather

them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

Behold I come as a thief. Blessed is he that

watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked

and they see his shame. And he gathereth them

together unto a place called in the Hebrew tongue

Armageddon." Here also we have the gathering of

the nations, and the purpose for which they are

gathered—to the battle of that great day of God Al

mighty ; and in the midst of this account—in a paren

thesis—as though the Saviour could not allow the

account to be finished before he gave his people warn

ing of his coming in connection with these events—he

says, " Behold I come as a thief. Blessed is he that

watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked

and they see his shame." Amen. Blessed, indeed, is

that servant, whom, when his Lord cometh, he shall

find so doing !
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In Rev. xix. 11-21, we have an account of this great

and terrible battle. And I saw heaven opened, and

behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth

judge and make war He was clothed

with a vesture dipped in blood : and his name is called

the Word of God. And the armies which were in

heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine

linen, white and clean And I saw an

angel standing in the sun ; and he cried with a loud

voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of

heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the

supper of the great God ; that ye may eat the flesh of

kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty

men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on

them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both

small and great. And I saw the beast, and the kings

of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to

make war against him that sat on the horse, and against

his army. And the beast was taken, and with him the

false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with

which he deceived them that had received the mark of

the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These

were both cast alive into a lake of fire burning with

brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the sword

of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded

out of his mouth : and all the fowls were filled with

their flesh." What follows upon this is the binding of

Satan and the reign of Christ with his risen and glori

fied saints for a thousand years ; in other words, the

millennium.

c
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10. There is one great difficulty which many sincere

inquirers feel in connection with these matters. It has

sometimes been stated thus : If the living saints are

changed, the departed saints raised, and all caught

up together to meet the Lord when he comes, and if

the wicked are destroyed, who are they that are left

to inhabit the earth during the millennium I The

question is an important one in itself ; besides which

we shall find in the consideration of it a great deal to

throw still further light on the subject before us, the

premillennial advent of our Lord.

In 1 Cor. x. 32, we find a distinction, the considera

tion of which will assist to clear away the difficulty in

question. In that passage, the apostle recognises three

different ' classes of persons. " Give none offence,

neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the

Church op God." Now, here we have the three

classes of which mankind are composed : Jews—Gen

tiles—Church of God. And to trace through Scrip

ture, from first to last, God's purpose concerning the

Jews, God's purpose concerning the Gentiles, and

God's purpose respecting the Church, is the surest way

to ascertain the order of God's dispensations, and the

harmony of all portions of prophetic testimony with

each other. Let us, as the Lord may assist, and our

space allow, humbly and reverently attempt this.

The Jews are the seed of Abraham, according to the

flesh ; the Gentiles are the other nations of the earth ;

the Church of God consists of all true believers in

Christ, gathered into him from among both Jews and

Gentles—into him—in whom there is " neither Greek
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nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian,

Scythian, bond nor free ; but Christ is all, and in all."

An attentive study of prophetic truth will shew, that

at the period of the Lord's advent, the whole Church

of God is caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and

thus escapes all the things that come upon the earth ;

that a small remnant of the Jews, after enduring

extreme privations and distresses, and after being re

duced to the last extremity, are delivered by the coming

of the Lord with all his saints—and that a portion of

the Gentiles, too, escape the judgments which desolate

the Gentile nations. These Jews and Gentiles, and

their offspring, form the population of the earth during

the millennium ; and over these Christ and his glorified

saints sway the sceptre of peaceful and universal do

minion. Some Scripture evidence of these things we

shall now lay before our readers.

(1.) To begin with "the Jews." God's purpose

respecting them we have in Gen. xii. 2, 3, where God

says to Abram : "I will make of thee a great nation,

and I will bless thee, and make thy name great ; and

thou shalt be a blessing ; and I will bless them that

bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee ; and in thee

shall all the families of the earth be blessed." Of this

purpose we have a further development in Gen. xiii. 14,

&c. " And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot

was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and

look from the place where thou art northward, and

southward, and eastward, and westward; for all the

land which thou seest to thee will I give it, and to thy

seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust

s



26

of the earth ; so that if a man can number the dust of

the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered." In

Gen. xv. 18, &c, we have the] boundaries of this

land, promised to Abraham and his seed, defined ; and

-we have the earthly nature of the inheritance God

designed for them still further exemplified in Deut.

xxviii. There we have the blessings promised them

in case of obedience, the curses denounced against them

in case of disobedience. What were those blessings [?

" Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt

thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy

body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy

cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy

sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store . . .

and the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the

fruit of thy body and the fruit of thy cattle, and in the

fruit of thy groud, in the land which the Lord sware

unto thy fathers to give thee And the

Lord shall make thee the head and not the tail ; and

thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath ;

if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord

thy God, which I command thee this day to observe

and do them. Such are the blessings promised to

Israel in case of obedience ; and the curses denounced

against them in case of disobedience were all of the

same earthly character. "Cursed shalt thou be in the

city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. Cursed

shall be thy basket and thy store. Cursed shall be

the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the

increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. . . .'

The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and
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rebuke, in all that thou settest thine hand unto. . .

The Lord shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee,

until he have consumed thee from off the land, whither

thou goest to possess it. . . . Thou shalt become

an astonishment, a proverb, and a by-word, among

all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee.

Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou shall

not enjoy them, for they shall go into captivity.

The stranger that is within thee shall get up above thee

very high ; and thou shalt come down very low. . . .

Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joy-

fulness, &c. Therefore, shalt thou serve thine enemies

which the Lord shall send against thee, in hunger,

and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all

things And the Lord shall scatter thee

among all people, from one end of the earth even unto

the other : and there thou shalt serve other gods, which

neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood

and stone. And among these nations shalt thou find

no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest; but

the Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, and

failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind," &c. Such were

the curses denounced against these highly favoured

people in case of disobedience. And how strictly and

literally have they been fulfilled ! The Jews proved

themselves a disobedient and stiffnecked race. God

exercised great forbearance towards them ; but after

they had rejected and stoned the prophets, His servants

whom He sent unto them, He sent His Son, the Heir

of all things. Him they crucified and slew, and thus

filled up the measure of their iniquities, and sealed their



28

doom. On this account, wrath came upon them to the

uttermost ; their city and temple were destroyed ; their

country pillaged, its population put to the sword, or

else carried away captive ; and for nearly two thousand

years they have been monuments of God's displeasure

against sin, suffering the aggravated and complicated

woes denounced against them.

(2.) The instruments in inflicting all these woes on

this guilty and unhappy race, have been "the Gentiles."

From the time that Abraham was called to be the

Father of God's peculiar people, God did not deal

directly with any nation upon the earth save the Jews.

He did indeed occasionally use one or another of the

nations to chastise his people, but still they remained

under the awful sentence which we find in Rom. L 28,

. . . . " And even as they did not like to retain

God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a re

probate mind, to do those things which are not conve

nient." About the time when the Jews were carried

away captive into Babylon, however, a distinct grant

of power was made to the Gentiles by the Almighty.

In Daniel we have the account of a great image which

Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream, and, in the expla

nation of this dream, Daniel says : " Thou, O king, art

a king of kings ; for the God of Heaven hath given thee

a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And

wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of

the field, and the fowls of the heaven, hath he given

into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them

all. Thou art this head of gold." Here begin the

times of the Gentiles. The power which was thus be
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stowed on the Babylonish king, descended to the Medea

and Persians ; from thence it passed into the hands of

the Grecians ; and the Grecian empire yielded to the

power of Rome, the last kingdom, represented by the

legs and feet of the image. The Roman empire was

broken up into a number of separate kingdoms, but its

power continued in these kingdoms, and will continue

to exist till the coming of the Lord. It is by this power

that the Jews have been so fearfully wasted and so

heavily oppressed. It was by Nebuchadnezzar that

Jerusalem was destroyed at first, and the inhabitants

carried away captive to Babylon. It is true that a

portion of the Jews returned to Jerusalem at the end

of seventy years ; but they were mere tributaries of

the Persian king ; they never afterwards had any inde

pendent government of their own. Their sufferings

under the Grecian power in the hands of Antiochus

Epiphanes, were most tremendous. They were under

the Roman yoke when Christ appeared amongst them,

and they had to procure the consent of the Roman

governor before they could put Christ to death. It was

by the Romans that Jerusalem was a second time de

stroyed ; and it has been chiefly by the nations, into

which the Roman empire was divided, that they have

been oppressed and persecuted until now. They are

still under the yoke of the various Gentile powers, and

the Saviour himself declared that Jerusalem should be

trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the

Gentiles be fulfilled. (Luke xxi. 24.) The times of the

Gentile power began with the oppression of the Jews :

and the Gentiles continue to oppress the Jews as long

as the times of Gentile dominion last.
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(3.) But these times will not last for ever. God hath

not cast off His people whom He foreknew. His pur

poses respecting them are purposes of mercy, and He

still intends to fulfil to the very letter, the covenant

that He made with Abraham, their father. He still

intends them to be a great nation ; to be at the head of

all other nations ; to possess all the earthly blessings

which have been promised to them, and to be the centre

from which those blessings shall flow to all the other

nations of the earth. The order of the events by which

this wonderful change in their position is to be brought

about, is very exactly laid down in the prophetic writ

ings ; and as an attentive study of these writings will

prove, it is somewhat as follows :—

[a] The Jews are to be under a sentence of judicial

blindness till a certain time. " Make the heart of this

people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their

eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their

ears, and understand with their heart, and convert and

be healed. Then said I, Lord, how long? and he

answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant,

and the houses without man, and the land be utterly

desolate, and the Lord have removed men far away, and

there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land,''

(Isa. vi. 10, &c.)

[6] After all this desolation in the land of Judea,

the children of Israel are to return to it. " Therefore,

behold the days come, saith the Lord, that it shall no

more be said, The Lord liveth, that brought up the

children of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; but, the

Lord liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from



31

the land of the north, and from all the lands whither

he had driven them : and I will bring them again into

their land that I gave unto- their fathers." (Jer. xvi. 14,

&c.) " For, lo ! the days come, saith the Lord, that I

will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and

Judah, saith the Lord : and I will cause them to return

to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall

possess it. (Jer. xxx. 3.) " Thus saith the Lord, Be

hold I will bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents,

and have mercy on his dwelling places ; and the city

shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace

shall remain after the manner thereof" (Ver. 18). "For

I will take you from among the heathen, and gather

you out of all countries, and will bring you into your

own land " (Ezek. xxxvi. 24). On this subject, these

passages are sufficiently plain.

[c] This restoration of the nation to their own land,

however, is not to be effected all at once ; a portion of

them are first to be restored, and after their restoration

they are to pass through very great and terrible

afflictions.

Some particulars of this terrible sifting process, by

which the obstinately wicked among the Jews are

purged out, we have in Zechariah, the latter part of

the thirteenth and beginning of the fourteenth chapters.

" And it shall come to pass that in all the laud, saith

the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die ;

but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring

the third part through the fire, and will refine them a»

silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried :

they shall call on my name, and I will hear them -, I
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will say, It is my people ; and they shall say, The Lord

is my God. Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and

thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. For

I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle ;

and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and

the women ravished ; and half of the city shall go forth

into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not

be cut off from the city." To such extremities are the

poor, afflicted Jews, or, at least, that portion of them

whoare first restored to their own land, to be reduced."(l)

We need scarcely remind the reader that "the Gen

tiles " are those who reduced them to such extremities.

Gentile power, which began at the first to be exercised

in oppressing the Jews—which has ever since trodden

them down and afflicted them—will then, in one great

general confederacy of the nations, be employed in a

resolute, determined effort to crush them, and blot out

the very remembrance of them from the earth. And

they will be permitted, as we have seen, so far to suc

ceed in their plans, as to cut off two,thirds of the Jews

(1) Israel—that is, the ten tribes as distinct from the Jews properly so

called—will be restored in another way. Their trial and sifting will not bo

in the land, like that of their brethren, but before they reach it. " For lo, I

will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as

corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain (nothing but the chaff)

fall upon the earth. All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword,

which say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us " (Amos ix. 9, 10).

" As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a

stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you; and I will

bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries

wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand and with a stretched out arm,

and with fury poured out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of tho

people, and there will I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleadedwith

your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you,

Baith the Lord God. And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will

bring you into the bond of the covenant: And I will purge out\from among

you the rebels, and them that transgress against me; I will bring them forth out

of the country whore they sojourn, and tbey shall not enter into the land of

Israel ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord." (Ezek. xz. 33,38.)
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environ Jerusalem, capture it, and lead half of its in

habitants, half of the remaining third, into captivity.

[d] It is when " the Jews," pressed by "the Gentiles,"

are in this extremity of distress, that the Lord comes,

and the scene changes immediately. The desponding

remnant of " the Jews " are delivered, and " the Gen

tiles " are visited with tremendous judgments from the

Lord. " Then "—when two-thirds of the Jews in the

land are cut off and dead—when half of the remaining

third are gone into captivity, and the other half see

nothing but destruction before them—" then shall the

Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when

he fought in the day of battle. And his feet shall

stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives which is

before Jerusalem on the East," &c. ..." And

the Lord my God shall come and all the saints with

thee " (Zech. xiv. 3, &c). " Alas ! for that day is

great, so that none is like it ; it is even the time of

Jacob's trouble ; but he shall be saved out of it. For

it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of

hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and

will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve

themselves of him" (or thee). "Therefore all they

that devour thee shall be devoured ; and all thine ad

versaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity v

and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that

prey upon thee will I give for a prey" (Jer. xxxt 7-16).

" Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted and $runken,

but not with wine : Thus saith thy Lord, the lLord and

thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold,
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I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling,

even the dregs of the cup of my fury ; thou shalt no

more drink it again ; but I will put it into the hand of

them that afflict thee ; which have said to thy soul, Bow

down, that we may go over ; and thou hast laid thy

body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went

over"(Isa.li. 21-23).

[«] It is upon "the Gentiles," therefore, that those

terrible visitations of divine vengeance fall, which are

uniformly represented as attending the coming of the

Lord. First, upon those actually gathered toge

ther against the Lord at Jerusalem, and then upon

the nations to which they belong. Space will not allow

of quotations in proof of this ; but the reader can refer

to the passages quoted in Sec. 9, on this subject, and

to a number of parallel passages which he may easily

find by consulting either a reference Bible, or a Con

cordance.

[/] We must not suppose, however, that the whole

of the Gentiles, literally, are cut off by these judg

ments. One plain passage will be sufficient to show

the contrary. " It shall come, that I will gather all

nations and tongues; and they shall come and see my

glory. And I will set a sign among them, and I will

send those that escape of them unto the nations to Tar

nish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and

, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my

aeither have seen my glory ; and they shall

ny glory among the Gentiles " (Is. lxvi. 18, 19).

have clearly a remnant spared from the general

a, and employed after these judgments in two
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important enterprises. 1. They " declare God's glory

among the Gentiles." 2. "They shall bring all your

brethren (that portion of Israel which had not been

restored to their own land before the coming of the

Lord) for an offering unto the Lord out of all nations,

upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, aud upon

mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain

Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as the children of Israel

bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the

Lord." (Isa. Ixvi. 20.)

[g] When all the children of Israel are thus restored

to their own land, the promises of temporal blessing,

which are their peculiar portion, will all be fulfilled to

them. The Lord shall make them the head indeed,

and not the tail ; they shall be above only, and they

shall not be beneath. Read the sixtieth of Isaiah in

connection with the two last verses of the fifty-ninth,

and you will find that when the Redeemer has come to

Zion, and to them that turn from transgression in Jacob

all these promises will be accomplished. " The Gentiles

shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of

thy rising Thy sons shall come from far and thy

daughters shall be nursed at thy side The multi

tude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of

Midian and Ephah ; all they from Sheba shall come ;

they shall bring gold and incense ; and they shall shew

forth the praises of the Lord And the sons of

strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall

minister unto thee The sons also of them that

afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee ; and all they

that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the
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eoles of thy feet ; and they shall call thee The city of

the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel," &c.

Let the whole chapter be read, as also the sixty-first,

sixty-second, and sixty-sixth, from verse 17 to the end,

and these, with a multitude of other passages, will

abundantly shew that, after the Lord's return, the

remnant of the Jews will be placed at the head of the

nations, and prosper as no nation ever prospered besides ;

and that the remnant of the Gentiles, and theirposterity,

will submit to God's appointment in this respect, and

pour riches and honours on the once despised, and

desolate, and afflicted Jews. This is what is presented

to us in various aspects, in almost every passage in the

Old Testament which refers to the millennial state.

(4.) But where is "the Church" during this blissful

period? Have we not lost sight of that? No, dear

reader, no. We were wishful to present you with as

full an exhibition as possible of God's purpose re

specting the "Jews" and the "Gentiles;" for they will

be the remnants of these two great branches of society

who will constitute the population of the earth during

the millennium. But it is really with the destiny of

"The Church," that we have most to do. " The Church"

is something altogether distinct from both Jew and

Gentile. Christ came to the Jews—his own people;

but his own people received him not. They, thought at

that time under Gentile power, carried their hatred to

Jesus, so far as to resolve upon his death ; they pro

cured the assistance of a Gentile ruler and Gentile

soldiers in the perpetration of this dreadful deed. Thus

Jews and Gentiles united in the commission of the
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blackest crime that ever man committed. But this

act of highest wickedness, by which the condemnation

of both Jew and Gentile was sealed, was, at the same

time, overruled by God, so as to exhibit the richest

display of His sovereign grace. Jesus, rejected by the

earth—crucified by both Jew and Gentile, was raised

from the dead, and placed by his Father at the right

hand of power, where he now waits till his enemies are

made his footstool. As long as he sits waiting there,

repentance and remission of sins are to be preached

through his name in all nations. Whoever receives

this message of mercy from the rejected One of earth,

but the glorified One at God's right hand, instantly

becomes associated with him ;—associated with him in

all the reproach and suffering which he once endured

on earth ;—associated with him in all the glory that he

has at present at God's right hand;—and in all the

glory in which he shall be revealed when he returns to

earth. Yes, the Jew receives this message of mercy,

and he ceases to be a Jew. The Gentile receives it,

and he ceases to be a Gentile. All who receive it—

whether Jew or Gentile—die to all their former liabili

ties, and all their formerly cherished hopes : they have

no prospect of tin earthly inheritance like the Jews;

they have—or ought to have—no share in the earthly

power which, for a while, is lodged in Gentile hands.

They are the bride of Jesus ; and that world which

rejected the Bridegroom, may be expected to reject the

bride as well. At all events, if the bride be true to

her absent Lord, she is .sure to dread and shun the

smiles and caresses of that world which rejected and
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»lew her Lord. This world has no place for the true

Church. Its members have no home on earth. They

are but strangers and pilgrims here. But just as they

share their Lord's humiliation on the earth, will they

share in his glory when he returns ; he is not represented

as reigning over them ; they are set forth by the pen of

prophecy, as reigning with Him. Truly, that shall be

first which is last, and that shall be last which is first.

The Gentile is now above the Jew, and treads him

down. But the Jew shall be superior to the Gentile

in the millennial state. The Church is, at present,

inferior both to Jews and Gentiles in respect to earthly

things ; for it has no place on earth at all—its only

calling on the earth is to be counted like sheep for the

slaughter all the day long. But in the state which

succeeds the present, as far as the Jew will be above

the Gentile, so far, and farther, will the church be

above them both. Before the judgments are inflicted

on the guilty nations of the earth—before one drop

from that cup which is filled with the wine of the

fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God, decends—the

Church is caught up to meet the Lord in the air.

"For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,

that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of

the Lord, shall not prevent them which are asleep.

For the Lord himself shah descend from heaven with a

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump

of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we

which are alive, and remain, shall be caught up together

with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ;

and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thess. iv. 15).
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It is after this event—after the saints have thus

met their long-expected Lord, and the marriage of the

Lamb has taken place—it is after this that the saints

are united with Jesus in his first act of kingly power,

when he comes with all his saints to deliver Israel, and

scatter and destroy their adversaries. And after this,

when Satan is bound—when creation, released from

the bondage of corruption, ceases from its long-con

tinued groans—when the remnant of Jews and Gentiles,

happy in the enjoyment of all the blessings that earth

can furnish, submit to the peaceful sway of Jesus—it

is then that the saints live and reign with Christ a

thousand years. Jews and Gentiles on the earth, under

the reign of Christ—the Church, not under his reign,

but REIGNING WITH HlM, AS A MONARCH'S BRIDE IS

PARTNER OF HlS THRONE.

Let us briefly review the subject. Earthly blessing

and prosperity were promised to the Jews. On account

of their wickedness, we see them, at present, under a

sentence of judicial blindness, and enduring innumerable

hardships, privations, and indignities. They are to be

restored; not all at once, but partially at first. In the

course of this partial restoration, they are to endure

tremendous afflictions, until there is but a very small

remnant left. That remnant is to be delivered by the

coming of the Lord; and they, and their offspring are

to inherit all the earthly blessings promised to Israel

from the first. "The Gentiles" became such (1) when

God gave them up to folly ; and called Israel out from

(1) That is, the distinction between them as given op of God, and those

eallod out from among them to be God's people, then commenced.

D

'
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among the nations. They received power at GodV

hands, when that power was withdrawn from Israel.

They have always used it in persecuting and oppressing

Israel, and will do so to the end. It is by a confederacy

of the Gentiles that the Jews are to endure their last

tremendous affliction. The coming of the Lord, which

delivers Israel, discomfits and scatters the Gentiles, and

a remnant of them only survive. That remnant and

their posterity minister to the Jews, and willingly serve

those whom their forefathers had so long and terribly

oppressed. These two, "the Jews," and "the Gentiles,"

form the population of the earth during the millennium.

But at present there is a third class of persons in the

world. There is "the Church of God." Its members

were once, all of them, either Jews or Gentiles. They

are neither now. They are "the Church," the bride

of Christ. The world knew him not—it knows them

not. The world rejected him—it rejects them likewise.

But when earth rejected Jesus—heaven received him ;

and they also are raised together with Christ to sit with

him in heavenly places. "When he comes from heaven,

they meet him in the air, their bodies being changed

and made like unto his glorious body. When they

have thus welcomed each other in the air, and the

marriage of the Lamb has taken place in heaven, they

return together to the earth to deliver Israel, and judge

the rebellious nations. The earth being purged from

the curse which man's transgression brought upon it,

and being inhabited by the remnant of the Jews and

Gentiles which survive the battle of the great day of

God Almighty—"the Church," in glory, with Jesus
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reigns over that renewed and happy world ; and though

at the end of a thousand years Satan is loosed, a rebellion

takes place upon the earth, and fire comes down from

heaven and destroys the rebels; "the Church" in glory

are far above all these troubles ; their spirits cannot sin ;

their glorified bodies are not susceptible of pain; they

are as the angels of God—being children of the resur

rection—and they share their Master's glory throughout

eternity !

Thus have we briefly endeavoured to trace God's

threefold purposerespecting "the Jews," "the Gentiles,"

and His own " Church ;" and have thus met the difficulty

as to who they are that will form the population of the

earth during the millennium. May God forgive any

thing that has been written amiss, and lead us all to

search the Scriptures in entire dependence on the teach

ings of His blessed Spirit, for His dear Son's sake !

Amen.



PROOFS FROM SCRIPTURE OF THE PRE-

MILLENNIAL ADVENT.

in a letter to a friend.

My dear Brother,

The desire you have evinced to inquire impar

tially into the subject of our Lord's second Advent,

combined with the truly Christian kindness and cour

tesy you have invariably manifested in our recent

conversations on this subject, emboldens me to address

you thus, in the hope that, by the Lord's blessing, we

may further prosecute the inquiry in such a manner,

as ultimately to see eye to eye ; and not only so, but

likewise to see what the mind of God on the subject

really is. Unity of judgment, to be desirable, must

be unity in the truth. Diversity of sentiment is better

than unity in error. Better one have the truth than

neither; best of all, for all to see alike by all seeing

aright. Never may we forget, however, that sweet

and reconciling word in Phil. iii. 15, 16: "Let us,

therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded; and

if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall

reveal even this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we

have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let

us mind the same thing." Practical union of heart

and life, as far as we are agreed, with patient forbear

ance of one another wherein we differ, is the course

in which we may look to God to reveal to any of us
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that of which we are ignorant. It is His to reveal His

own truth to His own children; still, brotherly inter

course is what He often uses for this end. O that we

and all God's children might feel that we have no end

to gain but to glorify Him by learning and doing His

blessed will; and would that we all had more con

fidence in one other, as heirs together of the grace of

life—members of the same family of love—learners in

the same school of holy, gracious discipline and instruc

tion!

Our last conversation was on the parables in Matt.

xiii., more particularly on that of the wheat and tares.

As to the interpretation of that parable, or rather, the

sense in which we are to understand our Lords inter

pretation of it, we were agreed in the following

particulars :—

First,—That the parable represents the state of

things in the present dispensation.

Secondly,—That good and evil, the wheat and the

tares, continue to be mixed together to the end of this

present period or dispensation.

Thirdly,—That the harvest is the end of this age,

period, or dispensation.

Fourthly,—That the period which follows, when the

Son of Man has gathered out of his kingdom all that

offends and those which do iniquity, when the righte

ous shall shine forth as the sun, is the millennium,

that period of universal holiness and happiness on the

earth which all Christians are expecting.

Fifthly,—That the offenders are gathered out at the

harvest and cast into a furnace of fire, and that this
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terrible judgment on the wicked is executed at that

crisis by the instrumentality of the angels.

If I remember aright, you distinctly .stated your

concurrence in the above interpretation of the passage,

but you objected to it as a proof of the premillennial

advent, that the advent is not mentioned in the passage.

Had time permitted, I should have rejoiced to have

gone with you into the consideration of several pas

sages which indisputably refer to and describe the

same era or crisis as in this parable is termed "the

harvest," and in which it is distinctly stated that the

advent or coming of Christ will then take place. Lack

of time hindered this at our last interview ; and as it

may be that another may not take place soon, I am

desirous in this communication to draw your attention

to this point.

I would first explain a little the kind of proof which

is gathered from thus comparing one part of Scripture

with another. No one passage of Scripture contains

all that is taught in Scripture. If any one verse,

chapter, or even book of Scripture, contained all that

is revealed in Scripture, the rest—that is, all the other

verses, chapters, and books of Scripture—would be

superflous; and that, I am sure, you would be very

far from saying. Indeed, no one could say this who

believes the Scriptures to be the Word of God. So,

as to any given subject treated of in the Scriptures.

It is not usually in any one passage of the Word that

we can learn every thing that relates to the subject.

On most topics of importance we have instruction in

many different passages; one -affording light on one
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part of the subject, another specially treating of some

other branch of it; and yet there must be marks of

identity between the passages as to their general sub

ject, or else we could never understand that they are

different branches of the same theme, and therefore

could not receive from them the instruction they con

tain. To illustrate this. We have not one account

only, but four accounts of the crucifixion of Christ.

Had these accounts been perfectly identical as to all

their details, three of them would have been super

fluous; except indeed as distinct testimonies to the

fact; though, even in this light, they would have been

of little value, but for their characteristic differences in

detail. And yet, if their had not been marks which

infallibly identify them as to their general subject. they

would have been equally unavailing. Nay, they would

have tended to mislead ; for we might have supposed

that they spoke of different persons or of different

eras in the life of the same person. But as it is, in

the provident wisdom and goodness of God, they have

enough in common to shew that it is the same event,

viz., the crucifixion of Christ, which they narrate to

us; and yet they differ so much in detail, that one

informs us of circumstances in that event of which the

others had left us ignorant. And it is only by a

careful comparison of all, that we can learn all the

circumstances of that solemn and important crisis in

the history of our Redeemer. Thus, if I open John

xviii. 6-8, 1 find a fact stated which is recorded by none

of the other evangelists. If some one (acknowledging,

of course, the authority of Scripture, and therefore of
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all the four Gospels,) should dispute this fact, and

allege that Matthew says nothing of it, and Mark says

nothing of it, and Luke says nothing of it, how should

I have to answer him? Clearly, by proving to him

that John is speaking of the same blessed Person, and

of the same solemn period in his history, and that he

states it. I should have to remind him of the features

common to all the four narratives, which identify them

as to their general subject. They all speak of the

same persons, Jesus, his disciples, his betrayer, and the

officers and others into whose hands he is betrayed.

They all lay the scene in the same place, the garden of

Grethsemane (1). They all speak of the same period,

that immediately succeeding his conversation with the

disciples during and Rafter supper, and immediately

preceding his examination before the high priest.

They all relate other circumstances which occurred to

those persons in the place and at the time specified,

such as the cutting off the ear of the high priest's

servant by Simon Peter. Can any one doubt, who

considers these things," that the general subject of

John's narrative is the same as that of the other evan

gelists? And if so, it proves, that when John tells us

that the officers went backward and fell to the ground,

this circumstance did actually occur at that time, in

that place, to those persons; and it does not in the

least invalidate this proof to say, that the other evan-

gelists^do not record the circumstance. I give this

(1.) As to Luke's account, and John's, however, I should have it to prove

that it was Gothsemane, for the name is mentioned in neither G.ospel. Yet

who doubts it?
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illustration as a very simple one, and yet most con

clusive as to our title, nay, our duty, to compare

Scripture with Scripture ; and where the same subject

is treated of in different passages, to receive the

testimony of each, not only to corroborate the rest, but

also to gather from one those details of instruction

which are not afforded in another. I have not selected

the above example as the best, but it was the first that

occurred to my mind, and I think you will yourself

allow that it is sufficient.

It may be said that great caution is needed in

examining Scripture thus. This is admitted at once;

but it is no reason for neglecting to search the

Scriptures in this manner. We do need the utmost

self-diffidence in searching and handling the Word of

God ; we need, too, the light and guidance of the Holy

Spirit; but depending on that light and guidance, and

sincerely distrusting ourselves, we have every encour

agement to expect that we shall be kept from the

paths of error, and be led into all truth. Let due care

be taken that the passages referred to are really

identical as to their general subject. Let them be

thoroughly and patiently examined before we conclude

that this is the case; but, if they have so much in

common as to put this beyond doubt, then let us not

fear to regard the details of one as equally belonging

to the subject, with all that is contained in the others.

As to the passages I have now to bring forward, I

have two things to prove. First, that they relate to

the same subject as the coucluding part of the parable

of the wheat and tares. And, secondly, that they
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state that the Lord will come in connection with what

is there termed " the harvest."

How is it to be determined that any other passage

speaks of the period termed in this parable "the

harvest?" There can be but one way of determining

this; that is, to ascertain what distinguishes ,'the

harvest " in this parable, and then enquire whether the

marks by which it is distinguished are to be found in

the passages in question. Of course, when I speak of

its distinguishing marks, I mean those which essentially

distinguish it from every thing besides, and not any

minor circumstance. If these be found in another

passage, though some of the minor circumstances be

wanting, we should certainly be authorized in conclud

ing that the subject treated of in both passages is the

same.

Does not the following definition of "the harvest"

embrace all that essentially distinguishes it from every

thing besides? It is that solemn act of judgment by

which the righteous and the wicked are separated from

each other at the close of the present mixed state of things,

and at the commencement of the millennium. There are

three distinguishing marks of " the harvest."

1. It is at the end of this present age in which the

wheat and the tares grow together. " The harvest is

the end of the age." So shall it be in the end of this

age (1).

2. It is at the commencement of the millennium—

(1) There are two words translated world in this passage. The field is

the world (xirtto;, or world literally). The harvest is the end of the world

(cclSucs—literally, of the age). K6tr,ues denotes this material world; etiut

denotes an age or period of duration.
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the period of universal holiness and happiness on the

earth. " Then "—when all things are gathered out of the

kingdom that offend, and they which do iniquity—

" then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the

kingdom of their Father."

3. It is the time at which the righteous and the

wicked are separated from each other by destroying

judgment on the wicked. " As, therefore, the tares

are gathered and burned in the fire ; so shall it be in

the end of this age. The Son of Man shall send forth

his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all

things that offend, and them which do iniquity; and

shall cast them into a furnace of fire : there shall be

wailing and gnashing of teeth."

In whatever passage of Holy Scripture we find these

three things, there we find "the harvest." There

cannot be more than one end or close of the present age ;

there cannot be more than one commencement of the

millennial period. And the judgment which separates

the wicked from the righteous at the close of the

present age and introduction of the millennium is " the

harvest."

One word more before quoting the passages we are

to consider. As to those quoted from the Old Testa

ment, we must not expect to find in them what is the

special subject of Matt. xiii., viz., "the mysteries of

the kingdom of heaven." It is during "this age" that

these mysteries have their existence ; and " the end of

the age " is a great public crisis spoken of in the Old

Testament as well as the New. But in the Old

Testament it is spoken of more with respect to Jews
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and Gentiles, than with respect to true and false pro

fessors of Christianity. In Matt. xiii., the wheat

represents true Christians—the tares, false professors.

The great fact is, that they grow together till the end

of the age, i.e. till "the harvest." Evil exists till

" the harvest." But it exists in other ways as well as

the mixture of false professors with true Christians.

It exists in the unbelief and sufferings of God's ancient

people Israel, and also in the oppression of that people

by the Gentiles. But " the harvest " puts an end to

all evil of all, kinds. It is then that all things which

offend, and all which do iniquity, are gathered out and

destroyed. And in many passages, both in the Old

Testament and New, is this harvest spoken of, this

judgment which terminates the present mixed state,

and introduces millennial blessedness. And in those

which I shall now adduce, it is stated that at that time

the Lord will come.

I.—Let us look at Is. xxvi. 20; xxvii. 6. Here we

have a fearful, desolating judgment, "to punish the

inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity," when "the

earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more

conceal her slain." This judgment is a separating or

discriminating judgment between the righteous and

the wicked ; for while the wicked are thus punished

and overthrown, to the righteous it is said : " Come,

my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy

doors about thee; hide thyself, as it were, for a little

moment, until the indignation be overpast." This

solemn judgment, which thus severs the righteous

from the wicked, is at the commencement of the mil



51

lennium. " In that day the Lord, with his sore and

great and strong sword, shall punish leviathan the

piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent ;

and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea." Now,

-whatever may be said of the dragon that is in the sea,

and which is slain, we know who the crooked, piercing

serpent is. Gen. iii. 1, 2 Cor. xi. 3, and Eev. xii. 9,

make that plain enough. And we all know too that it

is at the commencement of the millennium that Satan,

that old, crooked, piercing serpent, is punished by

being bound and cast into the bottomless pit. (Rev.

xx. 1, 2.) So that this judgment is in the day when

Satan is bound, which we are all agreed is at the com

mencement of the millennium. But there is further

evidence in the passage that this judgment is succeeded

by the millennial period ; for it is said : " He shall

cause them that come of Jacob to take root ; Israel

shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world

-with fruit." Verses 12 and 13 also connect the whole

with the restoration of the children of Israel, " who

shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem."

We have, then, in this passage, a terrible judgment

on the wicked; the righteous preserved from that

judgment ; and consequent upon it, " on that day,"

the punishment of Satan, the restoration of Israel, and

Israel caused to blossom and bud, and fill the face of

the world with fruit ; in other words, the millennium.

The passage does not say that all this is at the end of

this age, of the present mixed state of things ; but

then a moment's consideration will satisfy any one,

that as day cannot begin without the ending or passing

■■
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»way of the night, so the millennium or state of uni

versal blessedness cannot begin without the present

mixed state of good and evil coming to a close. So

that we have all the marks of " the harvest " expressed

in this passage, except one, and that one evidently and

necessarily implied. And what else have we? The

coming of the Lord. " For, behold, the Lord cometh

out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth

for their iniquity." If it should be said that this

is figurative, I ask for the evidence of this. Should it

be urged that the Lord is everywhere, and everywhere

alike, and that therefore it must be a figure to say

that " the Lord cometh out of his place," my answer

is, that the objection proves just the contrary of what

it is urged to prove. As God the Lord is omnipresent,

and so to him in that sense all places are alike, he fills

both heaven and earth. But the Lord Jesus Christ is

man as well as God. And it is specially as " the Son

of Man " that he is spoken of in many passages, with

regard to his second coming. And is there not a place

where the glorified humanity of Christ now dwells?

And will he not come out of this place whenever he

comes to judgment, whether at the commencement of

the millennium or at its close? I conclude then, from

the very language employed, that the coming here

spoken of is a real personal coming, a leaving one

" place " and coming to another ; and the whole con

text proves that it is at the time of " the harvest," at

the close of the present age, and the introduction of

the millennial period, that this coming takes place.

II. Let us now turn to Is. lix. 16, lx. If you
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glance at chap. lix., down to verse 16, yon will see

that it describes an evil state of things; I have no

doubt myself that it is the Jewish nation during this

their long dispersion that is thus described ; but the

passage is only too applicable to a vast number of

professing Christians. We are all agreed, however,

that evil continues up to " the harvest." So we are

taught here. In verse 15, the Lord is displeased

because there is no judgment. Inverses 16, 17, he

undertakes the work himself in the garments of ven

geance. In verse 18, we read " According to their

deeds, accordingly will he repay fury to his adversaries,

recompense to his enemies ; to the islands he will

repay recompense." And is this action of his in

judgment and vengeance at the time of " the harvest ? "

Let us see whether the distinguishing marks of that

crisis are not found here. The first we have already

seen. It is at the close of the period during which

evil is permitted to remain. But is it followed by the

millennium? Let us examine. What says verse 19,

the verse immediately following the one last quoted 1

" So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the

west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When

the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the

Lord shall lift up a standard against him." And the

whole of chap. xl. follows on in the same connection,

and it has long been known to the church as one of

the most magnificent predictions of millennial blessed

ness to be found in the Word of God. Thus have we

the three distinguishing marks of " the harvest." It

is at the end of this age. It is at the commencement
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of the millennium. It is a desolating judgment

inflicted at that time on the enemies of God. Accord

ing to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to

his adversaries, recompense to his enemies; to the

islands he will repay recompense. So shall they fear

the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory

from the sun." But have we anything of the advent

here 1 Yes, for it immediately follows " And the

Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn

from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord." The

apostle quotes this passage in Rom. xi. And with

what period does he connect it ? Any past period ?

No ; but with the future conversion of the Jewish

nation. Is that at the consummation of all things?

No, all agree that it is at the commencement of millen

nial blessedness. So that in this passage, applied, and

interpreted by the apostle in Rom. xi., we have a plain

proof that the advent of our Lord is at the time of

" the harvest "—that it is in connection with the

judgments which close the present period, in which

good and evil are mixed together, and which introduce

the period of universal holiness and joy.

III.—Let us now turn to Is. lxvi. The fifth verse

shews us that the events spoken of are at the end of

that state of things in which the righteous and the

wicked, good and evil, are mixed together. "Hear the

word of the Lord, ye that tremble at His word ; your

brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my name's

sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified ; but he shall appear

to your joy, and they shall be ashamed." The result

of this appearing is the thorough separation of the
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righteous and the wicked. " The hand of the Lord

shall be known toward His servants, and his indigna

tion toward his enemies." (Verse 14.) It is by terrible

judgments on the wicked that God thus discriminates

between them and the righteous. "For by fire and by

His sword will the Lord plead with all flesh ; and the

slain of the Lord shall be many." (Verse 1G.) This

terrible judgment which thus concludes the present

state or age, is also introductory to the millennium.

(See from verse 20 to 23.) And have we not also in

this passage a most distinct prediction of the coming of

the Lord 1 Of His coming too in connection with this

judgment which terminates the present and introduces

the millennial age ? Not only are we told in the verse

already quoted, "He shall appear to your joy, and they

shall be ashamed," but in verse 15 we read: " For, be

hold, the Lord will come with fire, and with His chariots,

like a whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and

His rebuke with flames of fire." You may say perhaps,

as has been said, that "any signal and evident inter-'

position of Christ, as Governor of the world, for the

accomplishment of His purposes, is called His coming,

and His day," and you may thus seek to evade the force

of all the passages, however plain, which may be

brought to prove the premillennial advent. But ought

we not to beware, dear brother, how we thus set aside

the plain and evident sense of Scripture ? Let me ask

you, if the coming of the Lord here spoken of is not

a real, personal coming, where is there a passage which

can prove a real, personal coming at any time f Take

the passages uniformly brought to prove it, and place

E
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this, .and others like this, beside them, and say whether

the one be not as plain and literal as the other. I will

place, on one side, two passages universally understood

to refer to the real advent of Christ, and which, you

would say, will be at the consummation of all things.

On the other side, I will place the passage we are now

considering, and another of like import and standing in

a similar connection, and you shall judge yourself,

whether, if the one be figurative, the other is not also ;

whether, if the one be literal, the other is not so like

wise?

All Christians are agreed that

the Jolltrwing Scriptures speak of

the actual, personalcoming ofChrist

to judgment.

And to you who are troubled,

rest with us, when the Lord

Jesus shall be revealed from

heaven with his mighty angels,

in naming fire, taking vengeance

on them that know not God, and

that obey not the Gospel of our

"Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be

punished with everlasting de

struction from the presence of

the Lord, and from the glory of

his power. (2 Thess. i. 7-9.)

Behold, the Lord cometh with

ten thousands of his saints, to

execute judgment upon all, and

to convince all that are ungodly

among them of all their ungodly

deeds which they have ungodly

committed, and of all their hard

speeches which ungodly sinners

have spoken against him. (Jude

14, 15.)

Consider these passages, dear brother, and say if these

in the one column can be proved to be mere figures,

The following passages are

proved^ by their contents, to be at

the harvest—the end of the present,

and the commencement of the mil

lennial, age.

The hand of the Lord shall be

known toward his servants, and

his indignation toward his enem

ies. For behold, the Lord will

come with fire, and with his

chariots like a whirlwind, to

render his anger with fury, and

his rebuke with flames of lire.

(Is. lxvi. 14, 15.)

Then shall the Lord go forth,

and fight against those nations

as when he fought in the day of

battle. And his feet shall stand

in that day upon the Mount of

Olives. . . . And the Lord

my God shall come, and all the

saints with thee. (Zech. xiv. 3-5.)
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whether those in the other are not mere figures also? And

if all these be figures, -where can you find a passage which

speaks of a personal advent of Christ at all ? Is the

Lord Jesus to be revealed from heaven in flaming fire,

according to 2 Thess. i. ? The passage in Is. lxvi. de

clares that the Lord will come with fire. Is the Lord

Jesus to be attended by his mighty angels, in 2 Thess. i.?

In Is. lxvi., he comes with his chariots, like a whirlwind;

and we are told in Ps. lxviii. 17, that uthe chariots of

God are twenty thousand thousands of angels" (1). Do

we read in 2 Thess. i., To you who are troubled, rest

with us? In Is. lxvi., we are told that the hand of the

Lord shall be known toward his servants ; and in a

former verse, "He shall appear to your joy." Does

he come, in 2 Thess. i., to take vengeance on them that

know not God ? In Is. lxvi., he makes known his

indignation toward his enemies, and renders his anger

with fury. Does he, according to 2 Thess. i., punish

the wicked with everlasting destruction ? In Is. lxvi.,

he renders his anger with fury and his rebuke with

flames of fire. And in the last verse of that chapter,

after describing the state of universal blessedness which

is to succeed this terrible judgment—after speaking of

all flesh coming to worship before the Lord—it is said,

"And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases

of the men that have transgressed against me ; for their

worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched."

These are the words employed by our Lord himself to

set forth the eternity of the punishment of the wicked.

(1) So that if the expression "his chariots " be figurative, we have an in

spired explanation of what the figure denotes.



58

So as to the other two passages. Does the prophecy of

our Lord's second advent, recorded by Jude, speak of

His coming with ten thousands of his saints 1 And all

acknowledge this to be his real, personal advent. We read

in Zech. xiv. : " The Lord my God shall come, and all

the saints with thee." And in this passage the very spot

of earth on which he shall stand is specified; the very

place where the angels said to his diciples : "Why stand

ye here gazing up into heaven ? This same Jesus which

is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like

manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." This

very place is here named as that on which he shall

again appear on the earth. "His feet shall stand in

that day upon the Mount of Olives." And how any

one who reverences the Word of God can attentively

read this chapter, and not see that the judgment therein

described is identical with that termed " the harvest "

in Matt. xiii., I cannot tell.

IV.—But let us examine this chapter, Zech. xiv.,

and see whether the three marks bywhich "the harvest"

is distinguished are not to be found in it. Is it not at

the end of the present age or period, during which the

wheat and the tares grow tegether, the period in which

good and evil, the righteous and the wicked, are mixed

together ? Verses 7,9 of the preceeding chapter, which

are evidently connected with this, treat of a period

commencingwith that all,important transaction in which

the sword of Jehovah's justice awoke against the man

who is Jehovah's fellow ; in which the Shepherd being

smitten, the sheep were scattered. It speaks of fearful

sufferings on the part of the guilty nation who were

,
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the instruments of his death, and of a remnant being

brought through the fire. " It shall come to pass that

in all the land, saith the Lord, two parts therein shall

be cut off and die ; but the third shall be left therein."

Chapter xiv. opens with the circumstances of this rem

nant, this third part, just prior to their deliverance.

" Behold, I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to

battle, and the city shall be taken, and the houses

rifled, and the women ravished ; and half of the city

shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people

shall not be cut off from the city." Here I pause to

make two remarks. 1. This cannot be the assult of

Gog and Magog on the heloved city, in Rev. xx., just

prior to the consummation of all things. There is not a

word there of the city being taken; but as soon as the na

tions of the earth came up aginst the camp of the saints

and the beloved city, fire comes down from God out of

heaven and destroys them all. Besides, the Gog and

Magog of Rev. xx. make their assult after the loosing

of Satan at the end of the millennium. The conflict

here, in Zech. xiv., is, as we shall see, introductory

to the millennium. 2. Much less can it be any

past event that is foretold in Zech. xiv. The

only past event which any have supposed to be

indicated by it, is the destruction of Jerusalem by the

Romans.—I would put it to any simple-minded Chris

tian, who, when he reads God's Word, trusts in God

to teach him by His Spirit what it means, whether this

passage can possibly be made to mean the destruction of

Jerusalem by the Romans. 1. It is well known that when

the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, the city was completely



60

demolished ; a plough was passed over the foundations,

and the miserable residue of the Jews, who were spared

from the sword, went all of them into captivity. But

Zech. xiv. speaks of a siege of Jerusalem, in which the

city shall be taken indeed, and half of the city shall go

forth into captivity, but the residue of thepeople shall not

be cut off from the city. Half of the city shall go into

captivity, but the residue—that is, the other half-—shall

not be cut off from the city. Was this the case, I ask,

at the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus ? 2. 'When

Jerusalem was taken, and pillaged, and destroyed by

the Romans, the victors returned in unmolested triumph

to Rome, and the Roman empire continued to flourish

for centuries afterwards. But in Zech. xiv. all nations

are gathered against Jerusalem to battle ; the city is

taken, half of the inhabitants go into captivity, and

the other half are not cut off from the city; and

" then "—while half of the inhabitants remain in the

city—" then shall the Lord go forth and fight against

those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle."

Did this occur to the Romans at the destruction of

Jerusalem? Inverses 12-15, where we have a more

detailed account of the judgment on those nations,

what do we read ? " And this shall be the plague

wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have

fought against Jerusalem; their flesh shall consume

away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes

shall consume away in their holes, and their tongues

shall consume away in their mouth. And it shall

come to pass that a great tumult from the Lord shall

be among them ; and they shall lay hold every one on
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the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up

against the hand of his neighbour. And Judah also

shall fight at Jerusalem ; and the wealth of all the

heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold,

and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. And so

shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the

camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that

shall be in these tents, as this plague." Was all

this fulfilled on the Roman armies which destroyed

Jerusalem? Did they, and their horses, and camels,

perish by this plague ? Did their flesh consume away

from their bones, and their eyes from their sockets,

and their tongues from their mouths 1 Were the Jews

also instrumental in destroying the Roman armies,

after those armies had completely vanquished them and

reduced their city to ashes ? " Judah also shall fight

at Jerusalem." In chapter xii., where the same events

are unquestionably treated of, we read : " Behold, I

will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the

people round about, when they shall be in the siege, both

against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day

will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stare for all peo

ple ; all that burden, themselves with it, shall be cut

in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered

together against it." (Verses 2, 3.) "In that day

will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of

fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a

sheaf ; and they shall devour all the people round

about, on the right hand and on the left ; and Jerusa

lem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in

Jerusalem." (Verse 6.) And if any one should call in
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question whether these are the same events as are fore

told in chapter xiv., the ninth verse is a full answer.

" And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will

seek to destroy all the nations that come against

Jerusalem." Compare this with verses 3 and 12 of

chapter xiv., and I think you can hardly have a doubt

that they both treat of the same events. And were

all these predictions fulfilled at the destruction of

Jerusalem by the Romans ? 3. But again, it is not

only said "Then shall the Lord go forth and fight

against those nations, as when he fought in the day of

battle ;" but also, " and his feet shall stand in that day

upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem

on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in

the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west,

and there shall be a very great valley." Now, did

this take place at the destruction of Jerusalem by the

Romans ? It avails nothing to say that Christ sat and

taught his disciples on the Mount of Olives. This was

forty years before the destruction of Jerusalem. And

how could Christ sitting on the Mount of Olives,

telling his disciples that Jerusalem should be destroyed,

be the same thing as Christ standing on the Mount of

Olives to fight against those nations who took Jerusalem?

Besides, did the Mount of Olives cleave in the midst

and form a valley, either when Christ sat upon it

teaching his disciples, or at the destruction of Jerusa

lem forty years afterwards ? 4. Has this disruption ever

taken place to this day ? Did the Lord my God come,

and all the saints with him, at the destruction of

Jerusalem ? The literal coming of Christ in humilia
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tion was seventy years prior to this event. And should

it still be said that his coming here is a strong figure of

speech, or that it was his coming to set up his spiritual

kingdom, J ask, in what sense did all his saints come

too ? Is that a figure likewise ? And as to his com

ing to set up his spiritual kingdom, did he do that at

the destruction of Jerusalem ? Was not his spiritual

kingdom set up long before ? At least, so long before

as the day of Pentecost? The living waters flowing

out of Jerusalem are often explained as the going

forth of the Gospel from Jerusalem. But was it

never till Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans

that the living waters flowed out in this sense f Nay,

did they ever, in this sense, flow out of Jerusalem after

it was destroyed? 5. Finally, did the millennium com

mence at the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans ?

Has the Lord been King over all the earth since then,

and has there ever since been but one Lord and his

name one ? (Verse 9.) Was all the land turned to a

plain from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem?

Has it been lifted up and inhabited in her place, ever

since that time, from Benjamin's gate to the place of

the first gate unto the corner gate, and from the tower

of Hananeel unto the king's wine presses? (Verse 10.)

Have men dwelt in it, and has it been safely inhabited

ever since its destruction by the Romans ? Has there

been no more utter destruction since then? (Verse 11.)

Alas ! what else has there been from that day to this '?

And what is it now ? A scene of desolation and ruin,

as all bear witness who have beheld it. And yet to

suppose, as some do, that this chapter begins with its
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destruction by the Romans, and that the remaining

predictions find their fulfilment in the course of the

present dispensation! Has it been ever since the

destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans that every pot

in Jerusalem has been holiness to the Lord, and all

they that sacrifice and seethe therein ? Has there been

since that day no more Canaanite in the house of the

Lord? (Verse 21.) Alas! my brother, the fulfilment

of these predictions is not to be found in the past or

present, but in the future. It is not the destruction of

Jerusalem by the Romans, but " the harvest," the end

of this age, that is pointed to in this prophecy ; " the

harvest," which ends the present period of evil and of

sorrow, and introduces the millennial age, when all the

blessed things here foretold, shall be actually fulfilled.

And if language has any fixed, determinate meaning,

we are told in this chapter, that at that time, " the

harvest," the end of this age, the commencement of

the millennium, " the Lord my God will come, and all

his saints with him."

V.—Let us now turn to Dan. vii., and see if we

shall not there also find all the distinguishing marks of

the crisis termed " the harvest " in Matt. xiii., and

whether we have not there a distinct prediction of the

coming of the Lord. Daniel sees four great beasts,

which are interpreted to him as follows in verse 17 :

" These great beasts, which are four, are four kings,

which shall arise out of the earth." The fourth beast,

as he describes it in verse 7, " was dreadful and terrible,

and strong exceedingly and it had ten horns."

I am not aware that any sober-minded Christians, who
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have considered these things at all, doubt the general

meaning of this to be, that these four beasts represent

the same four empires or kingdoms which, in chap ii.,

are represented by the image in Nebuchadnezzar's

dream. That the fourth kingdom is that of Rome,

and that the ten horns of the beast, like the ten toes of

the image, represent the division of the Roman empire

into ten kingdoms or states. But here we read of a

little horn who does great things ; and the divine

interpretation of this, in verses 24-25, is as follows :

" And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings

that shall arise : and another shall rise after them ; and

he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue

three kings. And he shall speak great words against

the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the

Most High, and think to change times and laws : and

they shall he given into his hand until a time and

times and the dividing of time." All who pay any

regard to the prophetic Scriptures are, I suppose,

agreed that this little horn is Anti-Christ, whether, as

some believe, that be Popery, or, as others believe,

that Anti-Christ is a person yet to come. This little

horn is Anti-Christ. And what does the apostle John

say? (1 John ii. 18) "Little children, it is the last

time; and as ye have heard that Anti-Christ shall

come, even now are there many Anti-Christs ; whereby

we know that it is the last time." So that the period

had commenced in John's day of which the distinguish

ing mark was, that Anti-Christ should come in it. The

great Anti-Christ had not come, but there were many

Anti-Christs, many enemies similar in principle and
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working to him, whereby, says the apostle, we know

that it is the last time. Just as Paul, speaking of the

same subject—the coming of Anti-Christ—says, the

mystery of iniquity doth already work. And just as

in the parable of the wheat and tares, the tares are

sown by the wicked one, they were to grow on till the

harvest, thus characterizing the whole period from

the moment when they were sown to the harvest, when

they are gathered in bundles to be burnt. Well, it is

of the close of this period that Dan. vii. 26 treats.

After speaking of the actings and blasphemies of the

little horn that should arise, and of its continuance

through a certain specified period, the passage thus

proceeds : " But the judgment shall sit, and they shall

take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it

unto the end." Can this be any thing but " the harvest "

in Matt. xiii.? Is not the judgment here spoken of

at the close of the present age or period described by

John as the last time, and known to be the last time by

this very mark, that in it Anti-Christ has his existence

and reign? And this judgment is to destroy Anti-

Christ. Is it not followed, too, just as " the harvest "

in Matt. xiii. is by the millennium? Read verse 27:

" And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of

the kingdom under the whole heaven shall be given to

the people of the saints of the Most High, whose king

dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall

serve and obey him." Surely, this is language too

plain to be mistaken. Even to minuter details there is

a most marked parallel between the judgment in

this chapter and " the harvest " in Matt. xiii. What
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becomes of the tares in the latter passage? Are they

not cast into a furnace of fire, where there is wailing

and gnashing of teeth? And what becomes of the

body of the beast in Dan. vii.? "I beheld then

because of the great words which the horn spake ; I

beheld, even till the beast was slain, and his body

dsstroyed, and given to the burning flame." And

what occurs besides at the time of this judgment?

" I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the

Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came

to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near

before him. And there was given him dominion, and

glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and

languages, should serve him ; his dominion is an ever

lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." (Verses

13-14.) This passage is quoted by our Lord himself

in Matt. xxiv. 30, and xxvi. 64. It is evidently

referred to by him in Luke xix. 12-15. It is quoted

in Rev. i. 7. And in every one of these instances it is

his coming that is spoken of.

VI.—But let us examine Luke xix. 11-27 a little

more particularly. The three marks by which we

have seen that " the harvest " is distinguished from

every thing else are, that it is at the end of this age,

that it is at the commencement of the millennial period,

and that a destroying judgment is at that time inflicted

on the wicked, by which all who offend and do iniquity

are gathered out of Christ's kingdom. Have we not

all these marks in the passage before us ? Have we

not the end of this age or period? The disciples
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thought that the kingdom of God was immediately to

appear, and our Lord spake a parable to correct this

idea: "A certain nobleman went into a far country to

receive for himself a kingdom and to return." And

what occurs during his absence ? His servants occupy,

some faithfully, others unfaithfully, till he comes ; his

citizens hate him and send a message after him, saying :

" We will not have this man to reign over us." Can

any thing be more evidently descriptive of the present

period, during which the tares and the wheat grow-

together ? What takes place at the close of this

period? The unfaithful servant is punished, the faith

ful are rewarded, and the enemies of Christ, who

would not that he should reign over them, are slain.

Is not this just what takes place at " the harvest ? "

And what follows 1 Clearly the time when the king

dom of God appears, for it was to show what must

occur up to that time that the parable was spoken.

Yes, the kingdom—not in mystery, as at present, with

tares and wheat growing together, but in open mani

festation, according to the testimony of Dan. vii.,

already considered,—is what follows upon this judg

ment. And it is worthy to be observed, that while

Dan. vii. gives us the general fact that the saints shall

possess this kingdom—not Christ only, but his saints

along with him—Luke xix. shews us the degree of

authoity and honour which each one shall have in the

kingdom, is in proportion to the faithfulness with

which he now occupies in the Master's absence. And

when is it that the judgment takes place? When is

it that the faithful servant is made ruler over ten or
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five cities, as the case may be ? When is it that the

enemies are slain ? It is when the nobleman returns.

It is when Christ descends from heaven with clouds,

as all the passages we have considered with one consent

declare. And thus is it indubitably established that

the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is at the time of

" the harvest "—at the end of this age—at the com

mencement, not at the close, of the millennium.

VII.—Many other passages might be brought for

ward in addition to those which have been adduced.

But let me solicit your attention to one point in the

parable of the wheat and tares. You distinctly allowed,

the other evening, that the kingdom of the Father, in

which the righteous shine forth as the sun, is the mil

lennial kingdom. But have you considered the meaning

of those words : " Then shall the righteous shine forth

as the sun? " If Scripture is to be the interpreter of

Scripture, where must we look for the meaning of this

passage but to such other passages as the following ?

Matt. xvii. 2, where we read of the Saviour that he

" was transfigured before them, and his face did shine

as the sun." Also Rev. i. 16, where we read of the

same blessed Person, when he appeared in his glorified

body to John in the isle of Patmos, that " his counte

nance was as the sun shineth in his strength." And is

it not said, " that when he shall appear we shall be

like him ? " (1 John iii. 2.) Is it not said, that " as

we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also

bear the image of the heavenly?" (1 Cor. xv. 49.)

Nay, are we not told that Christ "shall change our vile

body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious
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body, according to the working whereby he is able

even to subdue all things unto himself?" (Phil. iii. 21.)

And when is it that we shall thus be changed into the

image of our glorified Lord ? All Scripture declares,

and all Christians agree, that it is when the sleeping

saints are raised, and that both the resurrection of

those who sleep, and the transformation of those who

are alive and remain, take place at the coming of the

Lord. " When he shall appear, we shall be like him."

" Every man in his own order; Christ the first,fruits ;

afterwards they that are Christ's at his coming." (1

Cor. xv. 23.) " For our conversation is in heaven ;

from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord

Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body," &c.

(Phil. iii. 20, 21.) "For the Lord himself shall

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of

the archangel, and with the trump of God ; and the

dead in Christ shall rise first ; then we which are alive

and remain shall be caught up together with them in

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. And so shall

we be ever with the Lord." (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17.) And

how exactly this harmonizes with Rev. xx. 4-6 :

"And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and

judgment was given to them ; and I saw the souls of

them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and

for the word of God, and which had not worshipped

the beast, neither his image, neither had received his

mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands ; and

they reigned and lived with Christ a thousand years.

But the rest of the dead lived not again till the

thousand years were finished. This is the first resur
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rection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the

first resurrection ; on such the second death hath no

power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,

and they shall reign with him a thousand years." How

simple and conclusive is the testimony of God's Word,

when we allow it to speak for itself, and compare one

part of it with another ! And who does not see that

if it is in the sense these passages point out that the

righteous shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom

of their Father (which you allow to be the millennium),

then Christ's coming must be at the commencement of

the millennium? for it is at his coming, and by his

coining, as all allow, that the saints, whether asleep or

awake, are changed, and made to resemble Him in the

radiance and incorruptibleness of his glorified body.

VIII.—But there is one more passage on this sub

ject which I must touch upon, and it will shew you

that the proof just advanced does not rest merely upon

the sense attached to the words " shine forth as the

sun," in Matt. xiii. ; no, nor even on the plain state

ments of Rev. xx. These are certainly sufficient,

amply sufficient, to support the argument based upon

them. But, turn for a moment to 1 Cor. xv. 51,54 :

" Behold I shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep,

but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the

twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the

trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised

incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this

corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal

must put on immortality. So when this corruptible

shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall

F
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have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass

the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in

victory." Now, let me ask you, where is this saying

written, and in what connection does it stand 1 It is

only in one place, and that Isaiah xxv. 8, that thia

saying is written. The context proves beyond contro

versy that the fulfilment of it is in connection with

what is called " the harvest," in Matt. xiii. Isaiah

xxiv. contains throughout predictions of a most awful,

desolating judgment, such as has never been inflicted

on the earth from that day to this, and such as answers

to nothing but " the harvest," as portrayed in the

several passages we have been considering. It con

cludes thus : " Then the moon shall be confounded

and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall

reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his

ancients gloriously." I suppose it will be allowed

that this is the millennium. Chap. xxv. 1-5 seems to

be a song or strain of thanksgiving offered up by the

prophet in anticipation of these wonderful events ; verse

6 resumes the prophecy, where it breaks off at the close

of the former chapter. There we read of Mount Zion

and of the Lord of hosts reigning there, and here the

prophecy proceeds : " And in this mountain (Mount

Zion) shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a

feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat

things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well

refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the

face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail

that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up

death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away
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tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people

shall he take away from off all the earth: for the

Lord hath spoken it." The swallowing up death in

victory is thus connected here with the removal of the

vail that is spread over all nations—the making a

feast for all nations of fat things, &c.—and with the

taking away the rebuke of God's people Israel from

off all the earth ; in other words, with the introduction

of the millennium. And the apostle tells us when

this prophecy shall be fulfilled. " So when this cor

ruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this

mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be

brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is

swallowed up in victory." And it is only at the com

ing of the Lord, as all admit, that this corruptible puts

on incorruption, and this mortal puts on immortality.

How then can the conclusion be evaded, that it is at

the commencement of the millennium that the second

advent of our Lord takes place ?

I have thus, my dear brother, referred you to eight

distinct passages of Scripture, in which I have shewn you

every distinguishing mark ofwhat is termed " the harvest"

in the parable of the wheat and tares; and in every one

of these it is connected with a plain prediction of the

second advent of our Lord, or, as in the last case,

with events which we all know and agree will take

place at his coming. And it was admitted, when we

last conversed, that " the harvest " is at the end of the

present age or period, and at the commencement of

the millennium. If so, the coming of the Lord is at

that crisis also. Let me entreat you to weigh these
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passages. Let me remind you, too, that there has not

been one single passage adduced to prove that the Lord

will not come then, or that the world will be converted

before his coming. The passages last touched upon

may serve also as one answer to the question you pro

posed, "What good would the Lord's coming do?"

Surely, the resurrection of all who sleep in Jesus, the

change into his glorious image of both them and the

living saints, to say nothing of the restoration and

conversion of God's ancient people, and the filling the

whole earth with the knowledge of the glory of the

Lord, are events desirable enough to make us long

for the coming of Him at whose coming all these

things will be accomplished. But I hope to answer

this question more at large in another communication,

as also to furnish further proofs from Scripture of the

premillennial advent.

Meanwhile, with sincerest respect and affection for

you as a brother in the Lord, I remain,

Yours in Him,

W. T.



THE JUDGMENTS ON THE WICKED WHICH

ATTEND THE SECOND COMING OF

CHRIST.

m A SECOND LETTER TO A FRIEND.

Mi dear Brother,

I have to thank you for your kind note of the

1st instant, in which you express your intention

" prayerfully to weigh over the passages referrod to "

in my last. I would beg to remind you that oach of

these passages is a separate, distinct proof of the

coming of our Lord at the commencement of the mil

lennium. If I connected them all with " the harvest "

in the parable of the wheat and tares, it was only

because on that we were pretty nearly agreed. Leave

that out altogether, if you choose, and the passages (1)

adduced in my last are still as good proofs of the

premillennial advent as they are when viewed in

connection with that parable. My remarks in this

communication may perhaps be of a more desultory

character; still, I hope you will find them bearing

strictly on the question before us.

If I recollect aright, while you admitted that " the

harvest " in Matt. xiii. is at the end of the present ago

or period, and that the righteous and the wicked will

then be separated from each other, the latter being

destroyed by the angels, who gather them together and

(1) Of course, it win be nnderstood by thin that I mean each ptMMg*

adduced in proof at One premillennial adtent
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cast them into a furnace of fire—while you admitted

this, I say, you still suggested a doubt whether there

would be any great destruction as to the number of

those cut off, and intimated also that the wicked,

being destroyed by angels, might simply mean that

they would be taken away by death and cast into hell,

as each impenitent sinner now is, when his mortal

career is run. I would now solicit your attention to

several passages which shew : first, that a great number

will be destroyed ; and, secondly, that the judgment

by which they are cut off is a great public event; not

the unnoticed death of individuals in the common

course of things, but a calamity so fearful and notori

ous, as to be the object of universal attention, both in

heaven and earth.

Let me here ask you to remember, that I am not

now proving that the second advent will take place in

connection with this judgment. Passages of proof in

this were adduced in my former letter, and I may

bring others forward, if space will allow, in this ; but

what the following passages are alleged to prove, is,

that the judgment on the wicked at the period termed

" the harvest," in Matt. xiii., is terrible in extent as to

the number of those involved in it, and that it is public,

moreover, beyond any thing which has occurred since the

days of Noah or of Lot. If there be such a judgment

impending, it is surely to be desired that neither saint

nor sinner should be unapprized of its approach.

I.—Joel iii. 9-16. "Proclaim ye this among the

Gentiles : prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let

all the men of war draw near; let them come up.
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Beat your plowshares into swords, and your priming-

hooks into spears ; let the weak say, I am strong.

Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and

gather yourselves together round about : thither cause

thy mighty ones to come down, O Lord. Let the

heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of

Jehoshaphat ; for there will I sit to judge all the

heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the

harvest is ripe : come, get you down ; for the press is

full, the fats overflow ; for their wickedness is great.

Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision ; for

the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.

The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the

stars shall withdraw their shining. The Lord also

shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from

Jerusalem ; and the heavens and the earth shall shake ;

but the Lord will be the hope of his people and the

strength of the children of Israel." This passage is so

plain as to need no remark ; still, just by way of

setting down what is in the passage rather than giving

any interpretation of it, I would remind you : 1. That

the period is the same, and described by the same

terms as that in Matt. xiii. : " Put ye in the sickle, for

'the harvest' is ripe." 2. It is followed (as any

one may see who reads from verse 16 to the end of

the chapter) by the millennium. 3. The angels, who

are the executioners of vengeance in Matt. xiii., are

here also spoken of: "thither cause thy mighty ones

to come down, O Lord." 4. It is not the unnoticed

removal of wicked men by death, in the ordinary

course of things, but a gathering of God's enemies into
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one place, and judgment executed upon them there ;

" assemble yourselves and come, all ye heathen, and

gather yourselves together round about .... Let the

heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of

Jehoshaphat : for there will I sit to judge all the

heathen round about." Just as in Matt. xiii., the tares

are gathered together and bound in bundles to be burnt.

5. It is not a small number of wicked persons who are

thus judged. Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of

decision. 6. It is the abounding and overflowing of

wickedness which brings on the judgment. " Come,

get you down ; for the press is full, the fats overflow;

for their wickedness is great." 7. Every variety of

expression almost is used to shew the publicity of the

event. The assembling of the heathen, the darkening

of the sun and moon, and stars, the Lord roaring out

of Zion, the shaking of the heavens and earth—can all

this be the mere removing by death, in an ordinary

way, of a few wicked persons ? Impossible I If lan

guage can pourtray scenes of universal interest and

observation, both to heaven and earth, surely it is the

language here employed. And can any thing be

clearer than that all this is at the commencement of

the millennium 1 " For, behold, in those days, and in

that time when I shall bring again the captivity of

Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather all nations,

and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat,

and will plead with them there for my people and for

my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among

the nations, and parted my land." (Verses 1, 2.) Now,

is it at the commencement or at the close of the mil
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lennium that the Lord brings again the captivity of

Judah and Jerusalem ? Ponder this question, beloved

brother; and remember that the Lord, the faithful

witness, says : " In those days, and in that time when I

shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem,

I will also gather all nations, and will bring them

down into the valley of Jehoshaphat." What takes

place here we have already seen ; and what follows,

any one may see by reading the remainder of the

chapter. Would you not yourself say that it was a

prediction of millennial blessedness ? And, if so, is it

not most evident that " the harvest," which, as you

admit, closes the present period and introduces the

millennium, is a period of judgment, desolating and

terriffic beyond expression, and involving in sudden,

unlooked,for destruction, not a little few, but vast

multitudes of the human race? I would only ask

further, whether such declarations as the following do

not imply that the Lord is personally present amid

these scenes of solemnity and terror? "For thoro

will I sit to judge all the heathen round about."

" The day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision."

" The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his

voice from Jerusalem." If language like this does not)

imply that the Lord will be personally present amid

those scenes of judgment, I am at a loss to know by

what language this could have been expressed.

II.—There is one point in the passage just considered

which has not been noticed. It is this : the vintage, as

well as the harvest, is used to represent the judgments

foretold in it. " Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest
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is ripe ; come, get you down ; for the press is full, the

fats overflow; for their wickedness is great." This

evidently connects the passage with others in which

the vintage and the treading of the winepress are

spoken of. These passages, as we shall see, treat of

the same period of judgment as this in Joel iii., and

their testimony is in fullest harmony with what we

have seen above, as to the character and extent of the

judgment; and this, be it remembered, is the point to

which our inquiry at present relates.

1. Let us consider Isaiah lxiii. 1,6. "Who is this

that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from

Bozrah ? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling

in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in

righteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art thou

red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that

treadeth in the wine,fat ? I have trodden the wine

press alone, and of the people there was none with me ;

for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them

in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon

my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. For the

day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my

redeemed is come. And I looked, and there was none

to help ; and I wondered that there was none to up

hold : therefore, mine own arm brought salvation unto

me; and my fury, it upheld me. And I will tread

down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk

in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to

the earth." One remark here in passing, as to the amaz

ing accuracy of Scripture. In chap, bd., we have the

memorable passage quoted by our Lord in Luke iv.,
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and which he applied to himself in the synagogue at

Nazareth. " The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,

because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good

tidings .... to proclaim the acceptable year of the

Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God." When

our Lord quoted this in the synagogue at Nazareth,

did he quote the whole of it ? Read the passage in

Luke iv., and you will see that he breaks off in the

middle of the sentence, leaving out the clause which I

have underlined, "to preach the acceptable year of

the Lord ; " and he closed the book, and he gave it

again to the minister, and sat down .... And he

began to say unto them ; " This day is the Scripture

fulfilled in yonr ears." Now, could he have said that,

if he had read the whole passage 1 Did he come then

to proclaim the day of vengeance of our God ? No,

he came then, not to judge the world, but to save it.

To endure the wrath of God for sinners, not to execute

the wrath of God upon sinners. But this latter is as

much a part of his commission as the former. And

though, when he was here before, it was but to proclaim

the acceptable year of the Lord ; when he comes again,

it is to usher in " the day of vengeance of our God."

And this is what we have in Is. lxiii. : " The day of

vengeance," he says, " is in my heart, and the year of

my redeemed is come." And what is it, let me ask,

that is here described? The unnoticed removal by

death, in an ordinary way, of some few wicked persons

who have failed to be converted by the Gospel ? Is

this what we have here ? No one can suppose so. The

prophet beholds in vision a mighty warrior returning
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ing ? Is it a mere taking away by death, in the usual

way, of a very few wicked persons ? Is it thus undis-

tinguishablefrom what is passing around us continually?

Read the first verse of the chapter : " Come near, ye

nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people; let the earth

hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things

that come forth of it." Surely, it is no ordinary event

to which universal attention is thus solemnly called.

Then, as to the extent of the judgment, see verses 2, 3,

7, and 9 : "For the indignation of the Lord is upon all

nations, and his fury upon all their armies; he hath

utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the

slaughter. Their slain also shall be cast out, and their

stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the moun

tains shall be melted with their blood .... And

the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bul

locks with the bulls ; and their land shall be soaked with

blood, and their dust made fat with fatness .... And

the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the

dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall

become burning pitch." With such predictions as these

before us, of wide-spread terrible destruction on the

ungodly, it does appear to me, my dear Sir, a serious

thing to solace our own minds and the minds of others

with the idea that there may perhaps be but a very few

cut off at the end of the present period or dispensation.

This seems so like saying, Peace, peace, when there is

no peace ; but sudden destruction is coming upon the

world of the ungodly, that I should tremble to hold out

such a delusive prospect. God, who knows the end

from the beginning, has not overstated the horrors of
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that day of darkness and destruction which is hastening

on ; and any one seriously examining the Word of God

■will be amazed to find how large a portion of pro

phecy relates to this subject, and pourtrays in colours

so dark, that their gloom could not by any means be

deepened, the sudden, overwhelming destruction which

shall overtake the wicked in that day. A few passages

have already passed in serious review before us. Many

more remain ; so many, that all I can do is to select

some of the principal among them.

3. Rev. xiv. 14-20. Here we have this solemn

judgment represented both by the harvest and the

vintage. " And I looked, and behold a white cloud,

and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of Man,

having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a

sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the tem

ple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the

cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap ; for the time is

come for thee to reap ; for the harvest of the earth is

ripe. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his

sickle on the earth ; and the earth was reaped. And

another angel came out of the temple which is in

heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And another

angel came out from the altar, which had power over

fire ; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the

sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and

gather the clusters of the vine of the earth ; for her

grapes are fully ripe. And the angel thrust in his

sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the

earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the

wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden with
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out the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even

unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and

six hundred furlongs." It would be superfluous to

point out in detail the identity of this prophetic scene

with that pourtrayed in the other passages we have been

considering. It is obvious enough, on the very surface

of them, that they all describe the same period of

judgment. Each one, it is true, presents this general

subject in some particular phase or aspect, which dis

tinguishes it from the rest. Still, the general identity

of subject, I see not how any one can doubt who reads

the passages with ordinary attention. The analogy

between the one just quoted and that in Joel iii. is

most striking. And what is the testimony of the one

just quoted, as to the character and extent of the

judgment? Need I give any other answer, than simply

to refer you to the passage itself ? The last verse, be

it ever so figurative in style, surely indicates a most

fearful slaughter of God's enemies. The bare reading

of the verse is enough to make one's ears to tingle.

And, be assured, the God of truth gives no false alarms :

the event will not be found less terrible than the pre

diction.

I would just remark, besides, in passing, that the

coming of one like the Son of Man, seated on a cloud,

is a part of this prophetic vision, as it was beheld by

the beloved apostle.

4. Kev. six. 11-21, is another passage in which this

treading of the winepress is brought before us. St.

John sees " heaven opened, and behold a white horse ;

and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True,
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and in righteousness he doth judge and make war."

From the entire description of this heavenly Conqueror,

there can be no doubt as to who it was that the pro

phet of Patmos saw. " He hath on his vesture and on

his thigh a name written, King of kings and Lord

OF lords." He is followed by his saints. "The

a-mies -which were in heaven followed him upon white

hcrses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean." The

fint linen has been explained, in verse 8, to be " the

righteousness of saints." Can any one fail to be re

minded by this of a passage referred to in my former

letter ?—" The Lord my God shall come, and all the

saints with thee." What is the object for which this

Rider upon the white horse and his heavenly armies

appear ? " Out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword,

that with it he should smite the nations ; and he shall

rule them with a rod of iron ; and he treadeth the

winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty

God." Need I ask here what is the character and

extent of the judgment foretold in these solemn words?

Do not the words themselves supply the answer ? If

any further be needed, you have it in what follows ;

" And I saw an angel standing in the sun ; and he

cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly

in the midst of heaven, Come and gather together unto

the supper of the great God ; that ye may eat the flesh

of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of

mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of them that

sit on them, and the flesh of all, free and bond, both

small and great. And I saw the beast, and the kings

of the earth, and their armies gathered together to make

G
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war against him that sat on the horse^ and against his

army. And the beast was taken, and with him the

false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with

which he deceived them that had received the mark of

the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These

both were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with

brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the sword

of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded

out of his mouth ; and all the fowls were filled with

their flesh." Make what allowance you please for the

figurative language here employed, you can never per

suade yourself to believe that this is the quiet unnoticed

taking away by death, in the usual course of things, of

a very fewwicked persons who had failed to be converted

by the Gospel. Here is war, with mighty preparations

for it on either hand, issuing in the utter dismal over

throw of the congregated enemies of Christ, who, like

grapes in the winepress, are trodden under his feet, "he

treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of

Almighty God." ' This is the end, beloved brother, of

all this world's greatness and glory; this is the event

which is hastening on, and which must surely come to

pass before the righteous shine forth as the sun in the

kingdom of their Father.

We have now examined five passages, viz. Joel iii.,

Is. lxiii., Is. xxxiv., Rev. xiv. 14-20, and Rev. xix. 11-

21, to ascertain the character and extent of the judg

ment spoken of in Matt', xiii. as "the harvest," the end

of this age, and which, as you allowed, is succeeded by

the millennium. Two of those passages, Joel iii. and

Rev. xiv., speak of it in the very terms of Matt. xiii. ;
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they describe it as " the harvest." Another representa

tion is used besides in those passages, viz., the vintage.

This connects them with Is. Ixiii. and Rev. xix., where

we have the treading of the winepress. The distinct

mention of Edom and Bozrah in Is. Ixiii. connects that

passage witli Is. xxxiv., where we have more in detail

the judgment on Idumea or Edom, and on Bozrah. It

is connected with it by other marks as well, which have

been pointed out. We thus have the testimony of five

passages clearly speaking of the same general period of

judgment, as in Matt. xiii. is termed "the harvest."

And what is their united testimony f Verily, it is of

such scenes of slaughter and desolation as exceed in

horror nearly all besides. I might easily have quoted

as many more passages. Indeed, all those (or nearly

all) quoted in my last, are as full and plain to this point

as any others. Surely, it is not for us to be lulling the

Church and the world to deeper sleep with dreams

of continued peace and increasing blessing, when a crisis

like this is to terminate the present age and introduce

the period of millennial blessedness and joy. Bright

days there are in prospect for this earth, and never

would I forget the testimony of God's holy AVord to

this. But a dark and dreadful day must intervene ; and

they entirely mislead the minds of men, who teach them

to look for the peaceful spread of truth and holiness till

all, or nearly all, the human family are converted. No :

the harvest, which, as you admit, is the end of the

present period or age, is itself a period in which Christ

comes to execute vengeance on his enemies, and those

enemies are at that time so numerous and stout-hearted
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as to be gathered together to battle against the Lion of

of the tribe of Judah. " These shall make war with

the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them ; for he

is Lord of lords and King of kings : and they that are

with him are called, and chosen, and faithful." (Rev.

xvii. 14). And this_is the scene towards_which the

V course of this world is fast tending. Surely, it must be

ia matter of no small importance for our souls to be a-

wake to this, that we may be enabled, through grace,

to stand apart from all that which is hastening on this

final crisis, and on which the judgment of that great

and terrible day will fall. The Lord grant us, even now,

to act as becomes those called, and chosen, and faith

ful ones, who are to be with him in that day !

III.—We come now to a very important passage,

which, with those inseparably connected with it, I have

reserved for distinct consideration. I wish now to look

at it, both as to the evidence it affords of a premillennial

advent, and as to the light it throws on the character

and extent of the judgment by which that advent will

be attended. I now refer to 2 Thess.ii., and request your

patient consideration of the following suggestions :—

1. It is worthy to be noted, that, in the first epistle,

the coming of the Lord is named in every chapter; and

so named, that no doubt can be entertained by any one

as to what coming is spoken of. It is, confessedly by

all, the second personal coming of Christ, which is so

often referred to in the first epistle to the Thessalonians.

2. The apostle returns to the subject in the first

chapter of the second epistle: "And to you who are

troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
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revealed from heaven with his mighty angels," &c

This, I suppose, all will agree, is the second personal

appearing of Christ. "When he shall come to be

glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them

that believe." This also, none will deny, refers to the

second personal coming of our Lord.

3. The second chapter begins thus : "Nowwe beseech

you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and by our gathering together unto Him." Is not this

the same event that he has been speaking of through

out the first epistle, and the first chapter of the second ?

No one questions this, that I am aware of.

4. He goes on to speak of the idea that the day of

Christ was at hand, and assures them that there must

be a falling away first, and the man of sin be revealed ;

he reminds them of what he had before told them, that

that there was something withholding or hindering the

revelation of this man of sin, and that what was then

letting would let until it was removed; "And then,"

says he, " shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord

shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall

destroy with the brightness of his coming." Now, is it

another coming that he speaks of here, distinct from

that of which he has spoken so immediately before 1

Throughout the first epistle, and three times already in

this, he has spoken of the coming of Christ. In all

these instances it is confessed he speaks of the actual

personal advent of our Lord. He has not changed his

subject; so far from this, he begins this second chapter

by beseeching them, by the coming of Christ, and our

gathering together to him; and then, in the same para
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graph, in the unfolding of the argument which he thns

introduces, he speaks of " that wicked whom the Lord

shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall

destroy with the brightness of his coming." Now, can it

be another coming, and another kind of coming, he

speaks of here ? Would it not be doing the utmost

violence to Scripture to suppose such a thing ? Could

we understand any other book, if it was to be interpreted

on such principles as would lead us to an interpretation

of Scripture like this 1 Suppose a mere human author

to write two treatises, the latter intended to throw

further light on the subject of the former. Suppose

that there is a certain term or phrase which occurs

more frequently in these writings than in any other,

and that this phrase is always used in one fixed deter

minate sense. Suppose that it has been thus used twelve

or thirteen times without one- exception, and that this

is acknowledged by all who read the writings in ques

tion. Here is, however, a fourteenth instance in which

this phrase occurs. There is no intimation on the part

of the writer that he uses it in a different sense ; there

is nothing in the immediate context to require that it

should be understood in any different sense. Nay, so

far from this, it is used in the usual sense at the com

mencement of the paragraph in which it again occurs

in the instance supposed : now, what would you think

of any one who would contend, in a case like this, that

the phrase is to be understood in a different sense the

fourteenth time of its occurrence from that in which it

is used in all the other instances ? Would you not say

that his mind was warped, and that, for some reason or
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other, he did violence to the sense of the writer? And

if you would shrink from thus reflecting on the consis

tency of a mere human author, ought not reverence for

the Word of God to make you shrink from attributing

such obscurity and inconsistency to it 1

5. The case before us is even stronger than that just

supposed. And it is stronger as read in the original

than in our translation. The word translated "coming,"

in 2 Thess. ii. 8, is xapovria, and the sense of this word

will best appear from the invariable rendering of it in

those passages where it is not the Lord's coming at all '

that is spoken of, butwhere it is used inreference to others.

1 Cor. xvi. 17... I am glad of the coming, of Stephanas.

2 „ vii. 6... God .... comforted us by the coming

of Titus;

„ „ vii. 7...And not by his coming only.

,, „ x. 10...But his bodily presence is weak.

Philip, i. 26...That your rejoicing may be more abun

dant in Jesus Christ by my coming to

you again.

„ ii. 12. ..As ye have always obeyed, not as in

mypresence only, but nowmuch more

in my absence.

2 Thess. ii. 9...Even him whose coming is after the

working of Satan.

Is it not manifest that in every one of these instances

the word means an actual coming or presence ? This

word is used seventeen times in the New Testament,

with reference to the coming of the Lord. It is the

word translated "coming," in 2 Thess. ii. 8, the passage

under consideration.
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But this is not the whole of the case. There is another

word used in this passage. It is not only said " whom

he shall destroy by his coming"—but "by the brightness

of his coming." Now the word here rendered bright

ness, is smpaviia; it occurs five times besides, in the New

Testament, and its force you may judge of from the

following list of the passages :

1 Tim. vi. 14. ..Until the appearing of our Lord Jesus

Christ.

2 „ i. 10. ..By the appearing of our Saviour Jesus

Christ.

„ „ iv. 1. ..At his appearing and his kingdom.

„ „ iv. 8...And not to me only, but unto all them

also who love his appearing.

Titus ii. 13...Looking for that blessed hope, and the

glorious appearing of the great God

and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Can any one doubt, who calmly and prayerfully con

siders these things, that the coming, the appearing of

Christ, spoken of in 2 Thess. ii. 8, is a real actual

coming or appearing? It does seem to me that, if

evidence like this is to be set aside as inconclusive, we

have no marks left by which, in any case, the meaning

of the sacred text can be determined ; or, indeed, the

meaning of any writings or any subject whatever.

6. Leaving this point then, and henceforth assuming

it as settled that it is the second personal advent of

Christ which is spoken of in this passage ; I proceed

to inquire, what is the testimony of the passage, as to

the period of the advent, whether it be before or after

the millennium'? What says the apostle? " Now, we
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beseech you brethren, by the coming of our Lord

Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,

that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,

neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from

us, as that the day of Christ is at hand." The Greek

■word hiarrj/ii, here rendered "is at hand," occurs in six

other passages of the New Testament, and in five of

these it is rendered "present" (1). This, I have no

doubt, is the proper rendering of it here. We know

from 2 Tim. ii. 18, that there were some who said that

the resurrection was past already, and overthrew the

faith of some ; and it would appear that some person

or persons had been endeavouring in like manner to

trouble the Thessalonians and overthrow their faith,

by teaching them that the day of Christ was " present,"

that it had come. The living saints were still in un

changed bodies, and the sleeping saints were still in

their graves, and yet there were those who taught that

the day of Christ had come, that it was " present."

This is the error which the apostle opposes. He pro

ceeds thus : " Let no man deceive you by any means ;

for that day shall not come, except there come a fall

ing away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son

of perdition ; who opposeth and exalteth himself

above all that is called God, or that is worshipped ;

so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, shew

ing himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that,

when I was yet with you, I told you these things ?

And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be

(1.) They are: Bom. viii.38. 1 Cor. ill. 22; viii. 26. Gal. i. 4, and Heb.

ii. 9. In 2 Tim. iii. 1, it is rendered "shall come," but there "shall U

present " is evidently the true rendering.
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revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity

doth already work ; only he who now letteth will let

until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that

wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with

the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the bright

ness of his coming; even him, whose coming is after the

working of Satan with all power and signs and lying

wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness

in them that perish ; because they received not the love of

the truth, that they might be saved." Now, is there

here any opening for a millennium before the second

advent of our Lord ? The apostle speaks of the com

mencement, progress. and close of a certain period.

It had commenced when he wrote. Its close is at the

second advent. And what is it that intervenes ? A

period of universal and long continued blessedness?

A millennium ? No ; He speaks only of the continu

ance of evil, of its progress from the incipient state in

which it existed even then, to that maturity of daring

wickedness which is exhibited in the man of sin, the

wicked one, and this wicked one is to be consumed by

the spirit of Christ's mouth, and destroyed by the

brightness of his coming. The day of Christ cannot

come, except there come a falling away first, and that

man of sin be revealed. Well, but may there not be a

millennium brought about by the gradual spread of the

Gospel, and this falling away come after that—the

man of sin be revealed after that. No ; for he says

the mystery of iniquity doth already work ; only he

who now letteth will let till he be taken out of the

way. And then—Yes, what then ? A millennium *
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No, then shall that wicked be revealed. Well, but may

he not be revealed, and have his day, and the millen

nium follow, and then the Lord come at the close of it?

No; that cannot be, for it is by the second advent of

our Lord, bythebrightness of his coming, that that wicked

is destroyed. Thus are we guarded by the apostle, as to

both ends of this period. The millennium could not be

at the former, for the mystery of iniquity was working

then, and was to work till it issued in the revelation of

the man of sin, the wicked one. It cannot be at the

latter end of the period, for the wicked one, the man of

sin exists to the end, and the period closes with his

destruction by the brightness of Christ's coming. Thus

are we shut up to the conclusion that there can be no

millennium between the time at which the apostle wrote

and the second coming of Christ. The mystery of in

iquity, the falling away, the revelation and blasphemies

of the man of sin, fill up the whole period ; and if there

is to be a millennium, it must be after the second coming

of our Lord. It cannot be before. The only way of

evading this conclusion, is to say that the coming of

Christ, by the brightness of which the wicked, one is

destroyed, is not his actual second, personal advent.

But this I have already shewn to be doing violence to

Scripture, and adopting a principle of interpretation

which, if carried out, would rob all language of any

fixed, determinate meaning, and render it impossible to

decide what was the import of any statement made by

anyjsvriter, on any subject whatever. Surely, we can

not adopt such a principle in the interpretation of God's

holy Word ! 1
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7. One remark more. If it should be said that

Consumed by the spirit of his mouth " means a gradual

weakening of the Anti,Christian power by the spread

of truth : I answer, If this even were so, it does not

effect the conclusion in the least. The man of sin must

not only be weakened, but destroyed, before there can be

any millennium. And he is destroyed by the brightness

of Christ's coming. But then, further, to consume is not

toweaken. 'AvaXlgx. u,the word hererendered "consume,"

strictly means to take away, to destroy. It is the word

used in Luke ix. 54, where the disciples ask our Lord

if they may command fire to come from heaven and

consume the Samaritans. Surely, it means no gradual

weakening there, but utter and sudden destruction.

There is another word, da^ravdiu, which is once rendered

"consume," (James iv. 3,) and it does signify to devour,

to spend, to waste, and is so translated commonly.

But it is not this word that is used here, but another,

signifying to take away, to destroy. Neitherdoes the ex

pression, "spirit of his mouth," signify the Gospel or

the influences of the Spirit. UnZpa, the word translated

"spirit" in the New Testament, has for its primary

meaning, as you are doubtless aware, wind, air in motion,

a breathing, breath ; and this is marked in the Lexicon

before me, as the meaning of the word in this passage.

"Then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord

shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall

destroy with the brightness of his coming." For the

force of this phrase, "the breath of his mouth," in the

Old Testament, see Job iv. 9, xv. 30; Is. xxx. 28 and

33 ; also Is. xi. 4.
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8. I would consider this last passage a little more

particularly. The prophet is speaking of the rod

which was to come forth out of the stem of Jesse, and

the Branch which was to grow out of his roots. It is

of Him he says : " But with righteousness shall he

judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek

of the earth ; and he shall smite the earth with the rod

of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay

the wicked." This is obviously the passage which the

apostle quotes in the chapter we have been considering.

And what follows this destruction of the man of sin,

the wicked one, by the breath of Christ's lips and by

the brightness of his coming? Read the remainder of

the chapter, Is. xi., and you- will find that this over*

throw of Anti-Christ is succeeded by the millennium,

when " the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and

the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf

and the young lion and the fading together; and a

little child shall lead them. And the cow and the

bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down

together ; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the

asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the

cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in

all my holy mountain ; for the earth shall be full of

the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the

sea." Where is there a child of God who has not re- -

joiced in the prospect of all this quietness, and har- I

mony, and blessing, which are yet in store for this i

miserable world ? But, how is it that this season of

universal blessedness is introduced 1 " He shall smite
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the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the

breath of his lips shall he slay the. wicked." When

does He thus overthrow his daring and blasphemous

enemy? The apostle gives the answer. "Then shall

that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume

with the breath of his mouth, and shall destroy with

THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMING." Yes, it is the

coming of our blessed Lord which destroys the man of

sin, and which introduces that blissful period, of wjiich

we have such a glowing description in Is. xi. Thus do

the prophet and the apostle confirm and illustrate each

other's testimony. We begin with the apostle in his

day, and he tells us that the mystery of iniquity was

working then. He speaks of some hindrance to the

full display of this mystery of evil, and of its continu

ance up to a certain time. He tells us of its being

taken out of the way, and of that " wicked being

revealed, and of his destruction by the breath of Christ's

mouth and by the brightness of his coming." And

there he pauses. It is at this point the testimony of

the prophet begins. He also tells us of the triumphs

of Jesse's Offspring, that " he shall smite the earth

with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his

lips he shall slay the wicked." But he leads us onward,

and shews us, as the fruit of this victory, a peaceful

holy, happy earth, reposing beneath the sceptre of

Him who is Jesse's Root as well as Jesse's Offspring.

Can any thing be more conclusive than the combined,

harmonious testimony of these holy men, who wrote as

they were moved by the Holy Ghost ?

9. I would notice, too, the harmony between all this
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and some of the other passages which have been con

sidered. In the parable of the wheat and tares, we are

told that he who sows the tares is the devil, and that

the tares and wheat are to grow together till the harvest.

Id 2 Thees. ii., Paul tell us that the mystery of iniquity

was working then. The tares had been sown. Were

they to be plucked up ? Was the mystery of iniquity

to cease from working ? No : it was to work on, and

in the end, when the hindrance was removed, it was to

issue in the revelation of the man of sin, and he was

to continue till his destruction by the brightness of

Christ's coming; in other words, till "the harvest." In

my former letter, it was shewn from Dan. vii. how the

blasphemies of the little horn, or Anti-Christ, are the

occasion on which the thrones are placed—the judgment

set and the books opened; and how, because of his great

words, the beast is slain, his body destroyed, and given

to the burning flame ; and how all this is connected with

the coming of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven.

So, in 2 Thess. ii., it is to consume Anti-Christ with

the breath of his mouth, and destroy him with the

brightness of his coming, that the Lord appears. All

this is followed in Dan. vii. by the millennium. The

kingdom, and glory, and dominion, are given to the

Son of Man, and with him his saints take the kingdom

and possess it. So, as we have just been seeing in Is.

xi., when Christ has smitten the earth with the rod of

his mouth and slain the wicked (one) with the breath

of his lips, he reigns in peace over the whole earth.

So also in Rev. xix. and xx. What shews that these

together form one strain of prophecy, is this, that the
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destruction of the beast and false prophet in chap. xix.

20 is spoken of in chap. xx. 10 as a past event. Let

any one read from the beginning of chap. xix. to verse

8 in chap. xxi., and he can hardly doubt that it is one

unbroken strain of prophecy, and ought so to be read.

And when thus read, how marked the coincidence be

tween it and all the passages we have been examining !

As has been already pointed out, we have the coming

forth from heaven of the King of kings and Lord of

lords, followed by the armies which were in heaven.

Then we have the overthrow and destruction of the

beast and false prophet, and their followers. Then

follows the binding of Satan and the reign of the risen

saints with Christ a thousand years. And when is it that

the saints rise? All Scripture answers what all saints

subscribe to, At the second coming ofthe Lord Jesus Christ.

And then, to show that this is not the final judgment, the

judgment of the great white throne, it is said, "the rest

of the dead lived not again till the thousand years were

finished. The thousand years expire—Satan is loosed

from his prison—he deceives the nations of the earth—

theygather together against the beloved city—fire comes

down from God out of heaven, and destroys them—

Satan, who deceived them, is cast into the lake of fire

and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet

are—(observe this, where they are, for they had been

cast there a thousand years before,) a great white

throne appears—heaven and earth flee away—the rest

of the dead are raised, and all whose names were not

in the book of life are cast into the lake of fire, which

is the second death, I can conceive of nothing more
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plain, more straightforward, and more entirely harmon

ious with all the Scriptures we have been examining,

than this comprehensive portion thus read. I say read,

for I have not been interpreting or explaining it, but

simply pointing out what it contains.

10. There is another point on which I cannot en

large. A remark or two must suffice. It is allowed

by all students of prophecy that the beast and the false

prophet, who meet their doom amid the scenes pour-

trayed in Dan. vii., 2 Thess. ii., and Rev. xix., are

more largely described, as to their character and power

and the number of their adherents, in previous passages

of Revelation. And what is the testimony of those

passages, as to the number of the followers of Anti-

Christ 1 " And it was given him to make war with

the saints, and to overcome them : and power was

given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him,

whose names are not written in the book of life of the

Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." (Chap.

xiii. 7, 8.) So much for the beast. As to the false

prophet which is spoken of in chap. xiii., as another

beast with horns like a lamb, and speaking like a

dragon; (1) it is said of him that "he exerciseth all

the power of the first beast before him, and causeth

the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the

first beast, whose deadly wound was healed, and he

doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come

down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,

(1) Falsa prophets are spoken of, by our Lord, as wolves in sheep's

clothing.

H
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and deceiveth tliein that dwell on the earth, by the

means of those miracles which he has power to do in

the sight of the beast .... And he had power to

give life to the image of the beast, that the image of

the beast should both speak and.cause that as many as

would not worship the image of the beast should be

killed. And he caused all, both small and great, rich

and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their

right hand or in their foreheads ; and that no man

might buy or sell save he that had the mark, &c."

(Verses 12—17.)

And it is this beast and this false prophet, that

wrought miracles before him, that perish by the hand

of Him who comes forth out of heaven on a white

horse, in Rev. xix. And when they thus perish, they

are at the head of the kings of the earth and their

armies who perish with them. See the passage. Surely,

dear brother, this is not a few wicked persons cut off

by death in the usual way! And depend upon it.

with scenes like these hastening on, and the whole

course of the world, the religious WORLD, as well as

the civil and political, tending towards this point, it is

a danger-ous delusion to suppose that the world is im

proving and will improve, till only a few wicked

persons are left who have to be taken away by death,

and that then there will be none but the righteous on

the earth. No ; what God has revealed of the closing

scenes of the present age, shews clearly enough, if we

have but ears to hear, that his enimies will then be

congregated in immense multitudes under one daring

and impious leader, with a false prophet as his ally
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and his tool, who. according to 2 Thess. ii.. as well as the

passage we have been glancing at, will be permitted to

deceive them by the miracles and signs he will be able

to produce, they being given up to strong delusion, to

believe a lie that they all may be damned; and on this

assembled host gathered together in haughty defiance

of God Almighty and the Lamb, will the thunderbolts

of his vengeance fall; the two chiefs in iniquity will be

cast ALIVE into the lake of fire that burneth with

brimstone, and the rest will be slain with the sword which

proceedeth out of the mighty conqueror's mouth. If,

instead of believing God's testimony and anticipating

those dreadful scenes, we are filling our minds with

visions of continued and increasing peace, and blessing

and prosperity, we shall be, doubtless unconsciously,

yet not less surely, helping on these principles and sys

tems which are preparing the professing church, as

well as the openly unbelieving world, for this maturity

of wickedness and this ripeness for destruction. Let

us remember that the mystery of iniquity preceds the

manifestation of the man of sin; and if Satan, disguised

as an angel of light, can persuade us that the spreading

of the mystery of iniquity is the success of the

Gospel and the prelude to millennial blessedness ; it is

easy to see how, with the very desire to do good and

to help onward the conversion of the world, we may

be unconsciously promoting the designs of Satan, and

preparing the way for the open manifestation of the

man of sin. The question before us is thus seen to be

a solemn, practical question; andit is only as ourexpect-

ations of the future are regulated by simple faith in the



106

testimony of God, thatour conduct in the present will be

in harmony with God's mind. If I see where this

world's course is tending, and what the end of this

world's boastings and exultations will be, I shall not

be found sailing down its smooth and rapid current,

but in holy separateness from it, separateness from it

which will seem madness to any one who is deceived

by its fair appearances ; I shall be found waiting and

longing for His coming whose return is as full of joy to

those who look for him, as it will be of dismay and hor

ror to those who have despised the testimony of his grace,

and are found amongst his enemies when He comes.

It is not at all, dear brother, that we are to be always

pondering on the gloomy side of the subject, and

thinking of the thickening darkness andthe approaching

judgment. No; but, knowing this to be true, because

God has said it, we are to wait for him whose coming

shall dispel every shade of darkness; and while he

executes these terrible judgments on the wicked which

we have been considering, will do this, that he may

purge the earth of its destroyers and corrupters,

gathering out of his kingdom all that offends, and them

which do iniquity, that in the peaceful days of millen

nial rest and blessing which succeed, the righteous may

shine forth as the Sun in the kingdom of their Father.

And it is this, the light, and joy, and blessing of the

age which follows, that should be uppermost in our

thoughts ; and yet the joy of anticipating this, chastened

and sobered in our souls by the certain knowledge

afforded us in Scripture of the dreadful events which

intervene. There is a passage in Rom. viii. with which
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I would close this communication. "We have seen in

Is. xi. how the overthrow of the wicked (one) is suc

ceeded by those blessed days in which the wolf shall

dwell with the lamb, &c. In Rom. viii. the whole

creation is represented as groaning and travailing in

expectation of this. " For I reckon that the sufferings

of this present time are not worthy to be compared with

the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the ear

nest expectation of the creature waiteth for the mani

festation of the sons of God." And when will the

sons of God be manifested ? " Beloved," says St. John,

" now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet

appear (it is not yet manifest) what we shall be ; but

we know that when he shall appear, we shall be like

him ; for we shall see him as he is." It is when Christ

appears that the sons of Godwill be manifested. Anditis

for this that the earnest expectation of the creature waits.

' ' Forthe creature (creationjiterally) wasmade subject to

vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath

subjected. the same in hope ; because the creation itself

also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption

into the glorious liberty of the children of God." Is. xi.

is the exposition of all this. When the destroyers of the

earth have been themselves destroyed, and Christ and

his risen, glorified saints reign over the earth a thou

sand years, the curse will be removed, the bondage of

corruption cease, all things, both in heaven and earth,

be reconciled, and none shall hurt nor destroy in all

God's holy mountain. " For we know that the whole

creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until

now ; and not only they, but ourselves also, which have
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the first-fruits of the spirit, even we ourselves, groan

within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the

redemption of our hody." Thus the spirit of God in

the saints makes them groan for the adoption, the

redemption of the body. That takes place when Christ

appears. It is then and thus that the sons of God are

manifested. All creation waits for that. Why ?

Because creation itself shall then be delivered from the

bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the

children of God. Blessed, joyful period ! What effect

has the anticipation of it on our souls 1 Does it give

joy and gladness ? Yes, verily. But the contrast of

all around us and all before us till Christ comes, with

that blissful age,—the contrast, I say, seen in the light

of that glory, makes us groan. That we may all know

more of those exercises both of sorrow and of joy, and

that by the Spirit, and be more separate from all that

will not bear the light of the coming day of Christ. is,

dear brother, the prayer of yours in Him.

W. T.
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