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PREFACE.

TO “ALL WHO LOVE OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IN SINCERITY”

BRETHREN,—I have, at the request of some among whom I minister,
undertaken to write out the heads of the leading features of the Dis-
pensations as prophetically and doctrinally considired ; and I have been
the more ready to do so, as having found in the experience of twenty
years that there is nothing more strengthening to my own faith than the
tracing in the earlier revelations, as in the womb and dawn of time,
the great purposes of God about to be fulfilled, and clearly defined on
the page of Scripture more immediately pertaining to our own Dispen-
sation. Feeling convinced that no safer clue to the meaning of God’s
word exists than the comparison of things new an ! old out of the Trea-
sury of God, I shall be glad if, by Divine help, I may be allowed to give
a further stimulus to research in that direction. If the mode of treating
the subject appear to you short and broken, I must ask you to reme:»-
ber that the design of these pages is more to give a direction to your
thoughts than to pretend to supply what might be said upon such inex-
baustible subjects. The fact !so that I have but the fragments of
time to give to the subject, and that these snatches are not the most
favorable to gather one’s ideas together, will weigh, I trust, in not
“ making & man an offender for a word.” And lastly, as I have no
purpose to gain but your edification and the glory of God, I request
you to accept this in the spirit of love wherein, I trust, it has been
spoken.

Yours in the Gospel of Clirist,
W. C. B.



INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.

Rev, xvi. 30: “Rlessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of
tkis ;;.ropg?’cy, and w. cp those things which are written therein; for the time
is at hand.

REv. xxii. 10: “ And he saith unto me, Seal nct the sayings of the prophecy
of this book; for the time is at hand.”

The study of Prophecy has been so much animadverted against, that
a few words in its defence imay not appear out of place. We are not
aware how much our daily pursuits and expectations are influenced by
prophecy. On what do we rely for a continuance of the seasons?
Some may say hastily, The order of Nature. Butno! The true cer-
tainty of the return of summer and winter, seed-time and hervest,” is
the promise made to Noah, Genesis lxxxvi. 22: “ While the earth
remaineth, seed-time and harvest, summer and winter, shall not fail,”—a
prophecy adapted to reassure the minds of this remnant of the human
race, emerging from the fearful judgment of the Deluge. Why do we
know that it is in vain to expect the spontaneous fruits of the earth?
You answer, By experience. The true answer is by prophecy ; for God
has said (Gen. iii. 17-19), « Cursed is the grouud for thy sake, in sor-
row shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life : Thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee, and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. I
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto th
ground, for out of it wast thou taken.”

And where, may I ask, is the foundation of those veritable dogmas
that form the basis of religion, found, but in prophecy. Are not the
truths of a Resurrection, a Judgment to come, an eternal abode of bliss,
and an endless state of misery, all subjects of prophecy? What is
Prophecy? Literally, a speaking beforehand—a foretelling. It is the
eldest brother of History, and is edited only by Him “ who knows the end
from the beginning.” But it is put irto our hand under certain restric-
tions, which are specified in Deuteronomy xxix. 29: ¢ The secret thingS
belong unto the Lord our God, but the things which are revealed belocg
unto us and to our children for ever.” It is commended by the Apostle
Peter in his 2 Epistle, xvi. 19, where, after commenting upon the pecu-
liar privilege granted to him in being an eyec-wituess of the Transfigura-
tion, he adds, “ But we have a more sure word of prophecy whereunto
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ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place.”
All Scripture, saith St. Panl (2 Tiw. iii. 16), is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right-
cousness, that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto
all good works ; and in Romans, xv. 4, he adds, « for ‘vhatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we, through
patience and comfort of the scripture, might have hope.”” If history is
so practical a part of education that he is regarded as deficient in the
most uscfut information who knows nothing of the rise and fall of ewnpires,
surely a very strong argument may be drawn as to the vital importance
of knowing the destiny of nations whose fate is clearly marked upon the
page of prophecy, and in whose ruin we may be involved. And self-
nterest alone, if no higher motive,should lead the mind of man to ponder
on what mmay be awaiting the times in which he lives. The violent oppo-
sition shewn to the study of prophecy recalls the feeling of astonishment
with which we read the determined obstinacy of frmer kingdows in
rejecting the voice of the prophets. 'Who has ever read the downfall of
Jerusalem under Zedekiah, the entreaties and the warnings of Jeremiah,
that has not risen with mixed feelings of pity and anger for that infatu-
ated prince: but what is his perverseness more than ours, if we blindly
shut our eyes to the certain doom that hangs over the Gentile nations,
or if we persistently contend that the Church ¢ has abode in the good-
ness of God,” and therefore there is no chance of its excision? Rom. xi.
22. If prophecy be a forbidden subject, what becomes of the largest
portion of the Bible? From Isaiah to Malachi is all prophecy ; half
the Psalms are prophetic ; and portions of Genesis, Deuteronomy, &c.
The Bible is, indeed, a sealed book if we are forbidden to look into pro-
phecy. But is this the sentiment expressed by Peter (1 Epistle, i. 12)?
¢ Unto whor (speaking of the prophets) it was revealed, that not unto
themselves, but unto us, they did minister the things which are now
reported unto you, by them that have preached the gospel unto you with
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven ; which things the angels desire to
look into.” May we not safely infer, that if angels are right in looking
into prophecy, surely we (of whom it is said,  unto vs they did minister’’)
may and ought to feel the highest interest, and manifest a patient and
arduous research. To what purpose was it that the Lord Jesus, in his
great condescension, said {o his followers, “ Henceforth I call you not
servants, for the servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth ; but I have
called you friends, for all things that I have heard of my Father I have
made kaown unto you? ; if the result of this disclosure is to end in our
declining to become acquainted with what the will of the Lord is. Is it
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a light thing to be brought into the privilege of Abraham, of whom it was
said, « Shall I hide from Abraham, my friend, the thing that I do?”
Shall we despise our birthright thns? But, what are the objections to
the study of prophecy? Some say— It’s not practical, but purely spe-
culative.”” Now, one effect of prophecy is to teacha Christian not only
what he is redeemed fron, but what he is redeemed for ; to shew him
that « he is a king and priest uato God ” ; that the world out of which
he is redeemed is under sentence ; that he is called to live in holy sepa-
ration from the world, unspotted from the flesh ; that all things are has-
tening to their consummation ; and that this memorandum is at the head
of all his transactions, 1 Cor. vii. 29-30 : « But this I say, brethren,—
the time is short : it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as
though they had none; and they that weep as though they wept not ;
14d they that rejoice as though they rejoiced not ; and they that buy as
though they possessed not ; and they that use this world as not abusing
it, for tie fashion of this world passeth away.” Is there nothing prac-
tical in 1ins, grounded on « the time s short,” and “ the world is passing
wwwy™”? Itisa very common objection that the great use of prophecy
is {0 confirm God’s truth after the event has taken place, and that there-
fore the true key to prophecy is its fullilment. Now, it is perfeetly
true that the record of fuliilled prophecy does unquestionably prove the
divine authenticity of the prophecy, and is a deeply interesting part of
scripture to study and compare ; but to say of unfulfilled prophecy that
its great utility will only be manifest when the events foretold happen,
is to fly in the face of that scripture that declares it to be “a light in a
dork place ” ; and also against the lessons which the examples of the
fatal neglect of prophecy teaches us. Ask yourselves for a mement—
‘Was the prophecy by Noah (as some suppose) for 120 years, that God
was about to bring ¢ a flood on the world of the ungodly,”—was it never
to be understood till after the event? If so, it was of little use to the
antediluvians. 'Was Lot’s warning to his sons, that Sodom was to be
burned, to be of value after the event or before? Did obedience to the
word, “ Look not behind thee,” save Lot and his two daughters from
the fate of the wife, turned into a pillar of salt7 or was it to be learned
after the disaster? Were the prophecies of the coming of Clhrist, of
the seed of David, of the tribe of Benjamin, and to be born in Bethle-
hem,—were they only learned after his birth? or were the answers
ready for the Magi when they arrived, saying, “ Where is he that is
born King of the Jews”? The fact is, our Lord’s rebuke of the ignor-
ance of the Sadducees is applicable to us all: ¢ Ye do greatly err, not
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God,” Matt. xxii. £9. And



6

lastly, who are these that raise this bitter denunciation against this most
profitable exercise of scriptural investigation? Invariably those who
know nothing about it, and who have no scruple to acknowledge it.
And until we have better reasons given fcr neglecting so important a
branch of truth, let us fearlessly, looking alone to the Holy Spirit for
guidance and instruction, pursue our course. It was a remarkably cor-
rect saying of one, % I'hat the Bible is its own expositor ” ; and if to it
we add what Paul said to Timothy—*rightly dividing the word of truth”
—we should not. fail, by attending to these maxims, to discover its
majestic proportions, and the indelible mark of; divine inspiration upon
every page. In the Prophet Isaiah, 46th chapter, 9th and 10th verses,
we read——* Remember the former things of old ; for T am God, and
there is none else ; I am God,and there is none like me,”— Declaring
the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are
not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my plea-
sure.” Let me ask you to weigh that sentence first. The Omniscient
and Omnipotent Revealer declares himself—“T am God, and there is
none else ; I am God, and there is none like me.” Now, here is the
Fountain of Revelation ; as the Apostle says in the Hebrews, “ God !
who at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake ? ;  Declaring the
end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not.
yet done.” Then, if we go back to the beginning, peradventure we
shall see traces of the end; and in the ancient days we shall discover
vestiges of events that came to pass, and others that may yet be in the
future. Take the first great prophecy : ¢ The seed of the woman shall
bruise the serpent’s head.” Now, is it fulfilled? Four thousand years
after the prophecy, Paul said by the Spirit (Rom. xvi. 20), “ The God
of Peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly !”” Eighteen hun-
dred and sixty years have passed, and yet Satan is not bruised under
our feet! O, sirs! need I add more tc shew you the incomparable
value of prophecy, and the absolute demand on a true Christian to make
himself acquainted with these things; as our Lord and Master said
“'Write,” and ¢ Bles-ed is he that readeth ” ¢ the things which are, and
the things which shall be hereafter.” I feel the deep responsibility that
rests on any, Who, stirred up in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
set in order the things most surely believed amorg us, that whatsoever
he may be led by the Holy Spirit to declare before a congregation,
should be so established by and on the word of God, that those who
hear should understand the discourse, not only in the general facts before
them, but also the special scriptures by which those facts are substan-
tiated. I am anxious, therefore, to lay down certain principles which
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will make these discoveries more intelligible in their delivery, and ulti-
mately more useful, by drawing you with a warmer and deeper interest
to study the word of God. We shall find the revelation of future events
meeting us under four distinct forms :

Ist. Types, as is noted by the Apostle, 1 Cor. x. 11: Now all these
things happ.cned unto them for ensamples (margin, types), and they are
written for our admonition, upon wham the ends of the world are come.

2nd. Symbols. Such are large portions of the book of Daniel; for
example, the great image seen by Nebuchadnezzar, and the four wild
beasts seen by the prophet himself.

3rd. Figurative. Such are many of the forms in Isuiali, where our
Lord is prophesied of under the image of a Lamb, a Lion, a Branch, a
Rock, snd a Fountain.

4th. Simple, 2s the plain declaration of events ; such as the senterce
at the fall— Until thou return unto the ground, for out of it wast thou
taken ; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou retwn.”

But, w3 regards all prophecies, whether revealed in type, symbol,
figure or :imple, THE EVENTS ARF ALWAYS LITERAL. 'Too much
importance caunot be attached to this principle of the literal fulfilment
of prophecy, where common sense is not outraged.

Let me ask you to contemplate the remarkable literal accomplish-
ment of the few following prophecies collected i a tract on the proof
of the Messialiship of our Lord, taken out of the I’rophets in order, as
an example :—

Psalm xvi. 10 : For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

Matthew xxviii. 6: He is not here, for he is risen, us he sald. Come, see the
the place where the Lord lay.

Psalm xxii, 6: But I am a worm, and no man ; a reproach of men, and des-
pised of ths people
Luke xxiii, 11: And Herod and his men of war set him at nought, and

mocked him and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again
to Pilate.

Faalm xxii. 7-8: All they that see me laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the
lip, they shake the headi saying, He trusted in the Lord that he would
defi_ver him : let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

Matt. xxvii. 43: He trusted in God ; let him deliver him now, if he will have
him, for he said, I am the Son of God.

Mark xv, 29: And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads,
and saying, Ah! thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in
three days, save thyself and come down from the cross.

Psalm xxil. 16: They pierced my hands and my feet; I may tell all my bones,

John xx. 27: Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger and behold
my hands, and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into my side; and
be not faithless, but believing,



8

Psalm xxil. 18: They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my
vesture.

John xix. 23-24: Then the soldiors when they had crueified Jesus, took_ ais
garwents and made fou, parts, to every soldier a part, and also his
coat. Now the coat was without ecam, woven from the top through-
out: they said theicfore among themselves, Let us not rend it hut east
lots for it, whose it shall be ; that the seripture might bo fulfilled.

Psalm xxxiv. 20: He keepeth ali his bones; not one of them is broken.

Jobn xix. 33-34: But when they eamne to Jesns and saw that ho was dead
already, they brake not hiy legs; but ono of the soldicrs with a spea®
mereed his side, and forihwith eame there out blood and water.

Psalm x1i. 9: Yea mine own familiar friead in whom I trusted, which did eat
of iny bread, hath lifted up his heel againet me.

Mact, xxvi. 23: And ke answered and said, le that dippeth his hund with
me in the dish, the same shall betray me.

cor

Psclm Ixviii. 18: Thou hast aseended on higlh, thou hast led eaptivity cap-
tive; thou linst received gifts for men; yea for the rebellious also, that
the Lord God might dwell among them.

Act3i. 9: And when he had spoken these things, -vhile they beheid, he was
taken up ; and a cloud reccived him out of theiv sight.

Ephes, iv. 8-11: Wherefore lhe said When ho ascended up on high, he led
eaptivity eaptive (or & multitude of eaptives), and gavs gifts unto meu,
Now that lie nscended, wiat is it but thai he also deseended first into
the lower parts of the earth ? IHe that descendad is the same also ihat
aseended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things. And
he gave some apostles, and some prophets ; and some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers, &c.

Psalm Ixix. 21: They gave me also gall tor my meat; and in my thirst they
gave me vinegar to drink. .

Matt. xxii. 34: They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and
when he had tasted thereof he would not drink.

Psalm 1zxviii, 1-2: T will open my month in a parable; I will utter dath
sayiangs of old.
Matt, xiii. 34: All these things spake Jesus 1ato the multitudes in parables ;
gﬁd wi;‘hout a parable spake ho not unto them. That it might be ful-
ed, &e.

Isaiah 1. 6: T gave my back to the smiters, and my echecks to them that
plucked off the hair ; I hid not my faee from shame and spitting.
Matt. xxvi. 67: Then did they spit in his face and buffeted him, an< others
smote bim with the palms of their hands.
“®  xxvii. ﬁi?l : And when he had scourged Jesus, he deliviced him to be
> erueified.

Isaiah liii. 2: For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant and as a
root out of dry ground: he hath no form or comeliness, and when weo
shall see him there is no beauty that we should desire him.

John i. 11: He eame unto kis own and his own reeeived him not.

Tsaiah liii, 3: He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquninted with grief; and we hid as it were our faces from him: he
was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Mark xv.: Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And
they eried out the more execeding'y, Crueify him.

Isaiah liii. 4: Surely he hath borne our griefs and earried our sorrows, yet we
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Matt. viii. 17: That it might be fulfilled that was spoken by Esaias the pro-
phet, saying, Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses.
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Tsniah liii, 5-6 - But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our 1niquities : the chastlsemant of our peaee was upon him ; and
with hls stripes we are healed ;—and the Lord hath lsid on him the
iniquities of us all.

1 Peter li. 24-25: Who his own self bere our sius in his own body on tho tree,
that we, belng dead to sins, should live unto righteousuess: by whose
stripes ye were healed. For yo were a3 sheep going astray ; bat are
now returned nrte the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.

Isainh liii. 7: Ie was oppressed and he was aflieied, yet he opened not his
mouth; he i3 brought as a lamb to *he sluuzhter, and as  sheep beforo
her shearars is dumb so ho opencth not hls mouth,

Matt, xxvii. 12: And when he was aceused of tho cluef priests ard elders, he
answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest tuou not how
many things they wi’ 2« aguinst thee? Awnd he answered him to
never a word : insomu:  aat the governor maivelled greatly.

Isaiah liii. 8: He wa3 tuken from prison and from judgment, and who shall
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the liviug -
for the transgression of my dpeoplo was he stricken.

Matt. xxvii. 25: And wheu ue Lad seourged Jesus, e delivered him to bo
crueified.

Acts viii. 34-35 : And the Eunuch answered Philip and said, I prav *uv* of
whorz_speaketh the prophet this—of himself or of some ¢t .¢ .unn?
Then Phiip opened his mouth, and began at the same z.rigture (Isa.
liii. 7-8), and preached unto him Jesus.

cer

Isaiahb liii. 9: And ho made his grave with the wieked, and witls the rieh in
his death, beeause he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in
Yis mouth.

Matt. xxvii. 57 to 60: When the even was come, thero eame & rich man of
Arimathea named Jcseph, who also himse!f was Jesus's diseiple ; he
went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded
tho body to be delivered. And when Joseph had aken the body he
wrapped it in & elean linen eloth, and laid it in his own new tomb
whieb he hind hewa out in the rock; and h2 rulled a great stone to the
door of the sepu!ehre and departed.

Isaiab “iii. 12: Therefore will { divide him a portion with the great, and he
sball divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his
soul unto deatk; and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he
bare the sin of many, and riade intercession for the transgressors.

John xix. 30: When Jesus therefore had reerived the vinegar he said, It is
finished; and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

Mark xv. 27-28: And with him they erueify two thieves, the one on his right
hand and the otuc: on his left; and the seripture was fulfilled which
saith, * And he was numbered with the cranzgressors.”

Luke xxiii. 34: Ther said Jesus, Father forgive them, for they kr.« not
whay they do.

Zech. iz, 9: Rejoica greetly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O danghter ¢f Jeru-
salem : behold, thy Kiug cometh unto thee: e is just, and laving
salvation ; lowly, and riding apon an ass, and upon a eolt the foal of
an ass,

Matt, xxi. 1, 7, 9: And brought the ass and the colt, and p: on them their
clcthes, and they set kim thereon. And a very great multitude spread
their zarments in the way; others eut down branches from the trees,
and strawed them in the way. Ard the multitudes that went before
and that followed eried, seying, Hesanna to the Son of David ; blessed
is he that cometh in the name vf the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.
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Zeeh. xi. 12: And I said unto them, If ye think good give me my price ; and
if not forbear. So they weighed for my priee thirty pieces of silver.

Matt, xxvi. 14-15: Tuen one of the twelve ealled Judas lseariot went unto
the ehief priests, and said unto them, What will ye give me anc I will
deliver him unto you? And they eovenanted witk him for thirty
pieees of silver,

Zech, xi. 13: And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter ; a goodly
priee that I was prized at of them. And I took the thirty pieees of
silver and east them to the potter in the house of the Lord.

Matt. xxvii. 7-0: And they took counsel and bought with them the potter's
field to bury strangers in. Wherefore that field was ealled the field of
blood unto this day.

Zeeh. xii. 10 : And they shall look upon me whom they have piereed, &e.
John xix. 37: And ngain another seripture saith, They shall look on him
whom they piereed.

Micah v. 1: They shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the ehzek,
Matt. xxviil.l3(;l : %nd they spit upon him, and took the reed and smote him
or the head.

Micah v. 2: But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be litile among the
thousands of Judal, yet out of thee shall he eome forth unto me, that
is to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting.

Matt. ii. 1-6 : Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days
of Herod the King, behold there eame wise men from the east to Jeru-
salem, saying, Where is he that is boru King of the Jews ? for we have
seen his star in the east, and are eome to worship him. When Herod
the King had heard these things he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him ; and when he had gathered all the ehief priests and seribes
of the pecple together, he demanded of them where Christ should be
born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea; for thus it is
written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem in the land of Juda art
not the least among the prinees ot Juda, for out of thes shall come a
Governor that shall rule my people Israel.

Now, consider this array of literally fulfilled scrinture ; and, if struck
with the minute accomplishment of each event, let it teach one lesson,
that as the past was pictured out to the very life, so is the future. It
was a remark of a Jewish Rabbi— Strange it is, you Christians take
literally all the passages in which you can debase your Messiah; and
then with marvellous inconsistency you spiritualize all the words of the
prophets that tell of his glory when lie reigneth before his ancients
gloriously.” This assertion is too true, and may fairly be charged on
us, for we have not been careful enough in sub-dividing the dealings of
God, in the different dispensations ; and there is no way in which the
revelation of God so clemly unfolds itself as when regarded dispcn-
sattonally. The term is used by the Apostle Paul when he speaks of
¢ the dispensation of the gospel,” and “ the dispensation of the fulness
of times.” The literal meaning of the word signifies the oréer of the
house: our word * economy ” is taken from it. It is used to embrace
the order of events coming between two definite periods, expressing all
the events, principles, rules and ordinances common to and included
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within ‘he certain period of God’s dealings with man. The dispensa-
tions are ve:y clearly defined, and are eight in number.

The first (ltspcnsa/tzm, which we may call the Eden, begins at Gen.
1st chap. and 24th verse, and concludes at the 3d chap. and 24th verse,
and comprises in its “ents the creation of the sixth day to the placing
the <herubims as guard at the east of Eden, and over the tree of life.

The second dispensaticn, or antediluvian, from Gen. iv. 1, ¢ the
birth of Cain,” to the 8th chap. and 14th verse, ¢ the earth dried.”

The third dispensation, or patriarchal, from Gen. viii. 15, irom the
deliverance of Noah to (Gen. L. 26) the death of Joseph.

The fourth dispensation, or Mosaic, from Exodus i., the oppression
of Israel under Pharaoh, to the bicth of John the Baptist, Matt. xi. 13
—=For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.”

The fifth dispensation—the Messianic—from Matt. i., ¢ The book
of the generation of Christ,” to Acts i. 11, the ascension of the Lord.

The siath dispensation, or “ the dispensation of the Holy Ghost ** or
of the Gospel, from Acts ii. 1, “the day of Pentecost,” to the first
resurrection, or call of those “ who sleep in Jesus,” and ¢ those who are
alive and remain, to meet the Lord in the air”; or, ¢ those who are
Chnist’s, at his coming,” 1 Cor. xv. 23.

The seventh dispensation, or Millennium, from 2 Thess. ii. 1,  The
coming of our Lord Jesus and our gathering together unto lnm,” to
(Rev. xx. 11) “the judgment of the great white throne.”

The cighth dispensation, or cternal state, Rev. xxi.: The for-
mation of the new Leavens and the new earth”; “ The new Jerusalem
descends to the earth ” ; « The tabernacle of God is with men” ; « God
is all in all.”

To these remarks I would add that the whole family of man may be
regarded as the svbject of revelation under three great divisions, called
by the Apostle (1 Cor. x.32) “ Jhe Jews, the Gentiles, and the Church
of God ™ ; and that if we be careful, in the reading of the word of God,
to classify the revelations of God, so as not to confound promises to the
Jews, as if they belong to the Church, nor to appropriate to the Gen-
tile: what is exclusively pertaining to the Jews,—I think I mngbt say
that a student of the word of God, exercising a patient and calm inves-
tigation of the events of the several dispensations, with a spiritual
aptitude to discern the direct revelations of our owr dispensations,
allegorized in types and symbols in the former ones, will at once be
struck with the wisdom of ¢ the Great God who maketh known to his
servants the things that shall come to pass hereaiter,” Dan. ii. 45 ; and
will rise from the study with the innate consciousness of the master
hand that has stamped every page’ of revelation as Divine.
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I would make one further remark upon the subject of dispensations
generally, and it is this: that the measure of revelation given by God to
unfold his counsels and reveal his will towards man, was either more
general or more particular as the /ispensation in which it was given was
further or nearer to the events to be fulfilled ; but that, whether general
or particular, each dispensation received the whole truth, and with suffi-
cient explicitness for the necessily of the time.

Let me beg of you to thoroughly master this idea, for it is the very
principle of these discourses, and, in the unfolding of the plan, will at
once bring all scripture to bear on one focus ; while you will find the
later revealed truths, in their minute development, back up the testimony
of the incipient seed in the far off revelation. I said it was the prin-
ciple of wnese discourses; but I will say far more than that. It is the
plan of the word of God: that book has a system, has an entirety, hus
a oneness about it, that stamps its divine originality; and the key to
that oneness, is the knowledge of the dispensations.

And this structure of the word of God is the exact form that every
one of the prophecies is modelled on. The first opening of a prophecy
gives you the subject in its length and breadth, then immediately returns
to sub-divisions of the revelation : this will all be explained as we advance.
I will now only add a homely simile, that illustrates familiarly my mean-
ing. Let us throw a stone into the centre of a sheet of water, suffi-
ciently large to agitate its surface; and what do we see? There
appears on the rudled sheet, distinct circles, each one perfect in itself,
but each larger and larger the further they are distant from the centre,
till the fin. ~ne covers the whole pond. So are the dispensations ;
each succeeding one is larger, but not more perfect than the last: fresh
incidents may be introduced, but only to make the revelation of the last
dispensation more clear and emphatic. And the result of this accumu-
lated evidence is to raise up an irresistible proof, that, with our unchange-
able God, is purposes have been of old from everlasting. Can you
for a moment suppose, that 1le, who has so wondrously ordained and
ordered all creation, should introduce, at last, a system withcut order;
a book without a purpose ; a revelation without a design; a mass of
events, interspersed with doctrines, and enigmas without construction ?
O! my friends, believe no such thing. I deplore with all honest Chris-
tians the skepticism of the present day, and the bold and daring insults
heaped on the word of God by the so-called great writers of the divivity
schrols. But from whence does it spring? From the old cause : « They
know not the scriptures nor the power of God, therefore they do greatly
err.”  And how shall we meet these insidious attacks on our faith and
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on the truth of revelation? Lven by learning to comprehend our Bible
as a whole, and see its marvellously divine construction. Take the key
that can alone, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, inake you
acquainted with that mysterious and unbroken chain oi evidence—that
tells the hand that made it wa  divine.

Oue very peculiar feature of the early dispensations was the develop-
-ment of certain counsels of God, unfolded in the very scenes transacting,
and so naturally arising as to render the actors alinost ignorant of what
wonderful events they typified ; and to this we may also add, that even
in scenes that were to illustiate the most important doctrines, the actors
were in a very questionable position. Let me illustrate what I mean
by an example. When the Lord Jesus was demanded of the Pharisees
“a sign,” he gave them the prophet Jonah, whose solemn and fearfnl
punishment, when he said—¢Out of the belly of hell I cried unto
God, when the floods compassed me about, and all thy billows and thy
waves passed over me; the earth with her bars was about me for
.ever, yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my
God,’—was to typify and be 2. sign of the burial and resurrection of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Jonah ii. 3, Ps. xlii. 7, Matt. xii. 40).
Now we at once see that the faulty prophet, who, for his act of rebel-
lion against Jehovah when he sent Lim to warn Nineveh, met the dire
punishment inflicted on him, was little conscious what mighty and won-
drous truth lay concealed in this mysterious jndgment; and we shall
soon sec that it takes the whole Bible, and all its collected worthies,
each one shining in his own pecubar feature, and standing in the gran-
deur of his own particular character, to form the concentrated virtues,
the commanding povers, the suffering trials, and the victorious conquests
of the Lord Jesus Christ, God over all, blessed for ever ;—thus exem-
plifying the great design of the Bible, as revealed tc us in the last part
of it (Rev. xix. 10), “ The tcstimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
‘May this thought be kept steadily before our eyes, while we diszover
Jesus, dimly shadowed, but most assuredly foretold even in the most
remote dispensations.

And depend upon it, that if the naturalist discovers the footiarks of
the Creator, in the beginning when he laid the foundation of the world,
we shall also discover the footprints of redemption in the long six days
of the six thousand years of God’s dealings with mankind. Believe me.
you will find such a fietd of holy investigation before us—such noble
specimens of the clear fact of future designs, unmistakably stamped in
the events of tle carliest ages of man—as shall convince you that the
same perfect skill that built this world has gone to work to raise the
nnperishable fabric of Salvation.
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Let me add a remark or two, by way of some explanation, of two
words that constantly cross our path, and of which we require to have
correct ideas. I allude to the expressions “ world” and « day.” .
regards the former, u passage in Hebrews (ix. 26) will well explain it :
“ For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world
(kosmou), but now once in the end of the world (¢6n aionin) hath
he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Now, here
the ¢ foundation of the world” and ¢ the end of the ages” are contrasted ;
and it must be clear to you that our Lord suffered at the END of the
“ dispensations *? or “ ages » that had just terminated, viz., ¢ the Mosaie.”
The same expression is made use of in all the parables of the 13th ch.
of Matthew ; and in each of them it would have been more clear if
rendered ¢ age ” or  dispensation.” A contrast of the two words occurs
in our Lord’s explanation of the parable of the Tares and the Wheat
(88th verse) :  The field is the world (Losmos), the harvest is the end
of the world” (¢ow aiénos), therefore means ¢ of this age ” or « dispen-
saticn.” The natural meaning of the word “day,” as signifying a
limited period of twenty-four hiours, is not the only sense you must take
the term in. Indeed in scripture, as well as in common use, the expres-
sion is often intended to convey an indefinite period. Take, as example,
Genesis ii. 4: “ In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the
heavens.” In Deuteronomy ix. 1, Moses says, « Hear, O Israel, thou
art to pass over Jordan ¢hés day ” : now, many events happened before
they reaily passed over Jordau—the death of Moses, &e. Itis con-
stantly used dispensationally : ¢ Abraham,” says the Saviour, ¢ rejoiced
to see my day.” David, in Psalm xev. 7, calls it the day of temptation
in the wilderness, and he adds the length of the day, 40 years. Paul,
in 2 Cor. vi. 2, calls this dispensation, “ Now is the day of salvation” ;
this day has continued 1860 years already. In Romans ii. 5, he says,
“ that the wicked treasureth up wrath against the day of wrath”; and
you will see that, as with the day of grace, so with the ¢ day of wrath,”
it extends throngh periods of ¢ the day of the Lord Jesus. over a series
of events transpiring, some at the opening and others at the close, of the
thousand years; and that this ¢ gathering out of his kingdom all things
that offend ” when he throughly purges his floor, and gathers the wheat
into the garner; ¢ while he subdues all things under him ” ; to the hour
“when he casts death and hell into the lake of fire” ; « when the great
white throne is set up,®—forms a period of righteous judgment, extend-
ing, like the « day of grace,” over a full and future dispensation.

Let me now, before I conclude, briefly sum up the programme of
events to which our stuly must be restricted, as incident to, and con-



15

nected with, « the Second Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.” I gave
you a brief shetch of the literal fulfilment of the sufferings of Christ.
‘We are now to see whether all these sufferings were not prefigured, in
type, in each of the dispensations ; and if whether there is not also fore-
shadowed ¢ the glories that should follow.” I purposely say “ GLoRIES,”
for the words are plural, and Wicklif translates it so—‘and the latter
glories.” The Rheims translation has it— the glories following” the
suffering3 of Christ. We design to invesiuigate what is revealed pro-
phetically of these “ glorizs.” The glory of Christ as “ Son of God”;
the glory manifested by Christ ¢ as Son of Man”; “ the glory of the
ouse of David ” ; « the glory of the celestial as one, and the glory of
the terrestrial as another,” 1 Cor. xv. 39 ; the “ partakers of the hea-
venly glory,” Heb. iii. 1; “the first trusters in Christ,” Eph.i. 12;
“ partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light,” Col. i. 12 ; “ with
the sphere of their heavenly iuheritance.”” And here I must pause a
moment to regret the great and just cause of offence given by a certain
class of the advocates of the Second Coming of Christ, who have so
confounded the express revelations of the hicavenly glory of ¢ the Church
of the first-born, whose nan.es are written in heaven”; who, in defiance
of the plainest revelations, have brought the Church from the third
heavens, and, as one of them expressed it, “ Camped them between the
Red Sea and the Euphrates, every man under his vine, and every man
under his fig-tree, no man muking them afraid.” Now, that the house-
hold of faith, the kings and priests unto God, the bride of the Lamb,
rising from ¢ the marriage supper,” should be converied into tillers of
the earth, may well shock the least sensitive Christianity. But is this
a cause why the study of the revealed will of God is to be set aside ?
It is the very argument to pursue it, and scripturally to rebut such errors
and point out the mass of confusion their teachers are involved in.
Another view adopted by many zealous advocates of the Pre-millennial
Advent of Jesus Christ, is locating the millennial dispensation upon the
new heavens and the new earth. Such is the school of Cummings and
others. And this has given a handle to the post-millennial writers, who
have not been slow in exposing so clear an error, and proving, as they
can satisfactorily do, that a dispensation which has still to do with mor-
tals cannot take place on the scene of immortality, which the new
leavens and the new earth are; and from thence, draw their hasty
inference, that the second advent of Christ is post-millenuial.

These are some of the arguments that are brought tq. bear against
the pre-millennial advent ; and you may rest assured, thai, had they been
sound and unanswerable, I should never have taken the vesponsibility of
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urging views diametrically opposed to the teachings of this school. But
to proceed. 'We shall further see the calling of the Church, and its
declension ; the progress of the “kingdom of heaven,” from the sower
of the seed of the kingdem to the net drawn on shore, and its ultimate
judgment ; “ the second coming of Christ and the first resurrection” ;
« the marriage of the Lamb " ; % The day of his wrath” ; ¢ the millen-
nial dispensation,” its progress, its doom, and its judgment ; the king-
doms resigned by the Son into the hands of the Father, all enemies
having been subdued ; the final resurrection,and judgment of the ¢ great
white throne” ; the creation of the new heavens and the new earth;
the everlasting state ; “ God all and in all.? Such are the subjects
before us—truths of such deep import, that, to be justly appreciated,
-should call, not for the cxcitement of a speculative curiosity, but fer the
fervent prayers and steady search into the word of God to see if these
-things be so or not.

May we now, and each time we meet for the consideration of these
solemnly revealed facts, have our hearts filled with the manifestation of
the love, the wisdom, and the power of God. Let us seriously consider
the circuinstances under which we find ourselves. Born into this scene,
.a world in revolt against the Majesty of Heaven!—¢ the arch enemy
the devil,” described as “a murderer from the beginning,” *a liar and
the father of it,” the hidden and mysterious instigator, ¢ that works in
the hearts of the children of disobedience,” « the spirit of the air,”—
using every fiendish art to entice us to our ruin; the long forbearing
.mercy of God tolerating the scene for nigh six thousand years, whilst
mercifully providing a refuge agamst the destruction impending—the
marvellous scheme whereby “ He could be just and yet the justifier” of
lim that believeth, and therefore trusteth. in JEsus; the wondrous
wisdom displayed in the salvation of the sinner, so that as by one man
.came death, so by one man cometh the deliverance from death ;—can
we, I say, contemplate ourselves appearing on such a scene as this and
actually playing our part in it, with such tremendous alternatives glaring
at us, and not at once feel that he who fritters away his existence, his
precious moments of life, in the so-called important affairs of timc,
wrongs his own soul; mistakes the true end of his being ; trifles with
eternity ; and endangers his future condition. ¢ Seek first the kingdom

of God and his righteousness, and all other things shall be added unto
you.”
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SECOND LECTURE.

“THE EDEN DISPLNSATION.

1 Cor. xv. 45-47: ‘ And so it i3 written, The first man Adam was made a
living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that
was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward

that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth earthy: the second man
is the Lord from heaven.”

It is a very interesting part of our study to trace the peculiar eppro-
priateness of the names used in the Old Testament, and their adaptation
to the events in which they figure. Now, this is not chance; but pre-
ordination, prescience, or prophecy. Let me explain this. Gen. xvii.5:
“ Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram (an high father),
but thy name shall be Abraham> (the father of a great multitude) ;
and in the 15th verse: “ And God said unte Abraham, As for Sarai
thy wife thou shalt not call her namne Sarai (my lady), but Sarah (the
princess of the multitude) shall her nawe be.” Now, we shall have
frequent occasion to remark this character of nomenclatuie as evidencing
peculiar design, and as being ~ne of the clues that bring us to a correct
solution, and often aid in deciding the point of truth in question.

The book of Genesis, to which we now refer, receives its name from
its subject-matter. It signifies “ birth* from a Greek verb that means “to
be born,” which is from the Hebrew “to form ”; and is ihe only record
of the creation of the world; and is a book that has a known existence
of nearly 500 years before the most ancient record that historians make
any allusion to. It opens the account 2t a period of indefinite ages,
called “the beginning,” and describes the successive order of material
creation; animate and inanimate, And as you mus! be aware that no
creature is possessed of that power “that can by searching find cut
God” (Jobii. 7), therefore, like as we depend on revelation for the know-
ledge of the creation, so also we rest on revelation for all that we know
of the Creator.

Now, it is by the names which the Creator himself assumes, that
the great doctrine of the Triune-God is established. And as all.we
have to build on for eternity is inseparably connected with the revela-
tion of this Divine Being and His finished salvation, it is only right to
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state here, at once, that the doctrine of the Trinity in Unity is established
in scripture beyond the power of refutation 3 and that it is impossible to
cither proclaim or receive a saving gospel but on the basis of the united
work of this United Godhead.

The first time God’s name is mcntioned in scripture, the title is—
“ Llohim ciy~ated the heaven and the carth.” Now, that word is
plural ; and signifies, therefore, plurality of persons; but it is joined
to a verb in the singular number, which shews, that, while persons
are understood, unity is iinplied. Now, the learned ainong the IIebrews
tell us that the « LXX. translation did purposely change the notion of
plurality couched in the ITebrew plural into a Creek singular (7%eos for
Theot), lest Ptolemy Philadelphus (in whose reign the Greek version of
the Pentatench was pahasly inade) should conclude that ihe Jews, as
wel as L..aself, } ad & belicl in Polytheism.” (See Parkhurst under Z%e¢os.)
Now, this is 2 v2i; vaturai and probuvte reason.  But, just as the Greek
word ¢'id wct explain the micaning of Llohim, so, as a natural conse-
quence, Gur translation of the ward Tieos, « God,” which simply means
Good, Joea nut ccavey any idea of the original title; in short, the
poverty .o uxpress anyining relative to the Divine uature is too appa-
rent : and that was a wise remark cf one of the Fathers—¢ The purity
of our faith doth not. stand upor. names but upon things.” We use the
names not for their accuracy of expression, but to prevent confusion or

.cealment of the truth. And it is a very weak argument. used by the
opponents of the Orthodox faith, that the words Trinity, Incarnation,
Person, and Essence, are terms not found in the Bible ; but if the truths
to which these terms are applicd, are not only tc be found in the Bible,
but are the very substance of it, and these terms convey to our mind the
notion of these truths, they have answered their end, which is to com-
municate the knowledge of things.

In the revelation that God gives of himself in Deuteronomy vi. 4,
we read—¢ Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our Elohim is one Jehovah,”
which our translation renders * The Lord our God is sne Lord.” Now,
Jehovah signifies self-existence, and, therefore, is a term that cannot be
applied to a creature. The word Elohim signifies, when applied to the
Godhead, what we call Persons or Powers, because the root of the
word is Strength or Power. Nor by these words do we attempt to
describe the mode of existence in God, for that is inconceivable ; but
that, according to scripture, there are more existences than one in
Jehovah; which, notwithstanding, are but one Jehovah., The persons
in Jehovah are co-equal in all perfections and attributes. The three
persons consequently have one essence, one power, one mind. The
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will of the Father is the will of the Son and of the Iloly Ghost. Their
will is one, because their nature is one, as Ambrose Searle remarks;
and he adds— We read of one person who is called the Father, who
sent Lis Son into the world to save sinners: we read the prophecies
concerning this Sozn, and their fulfilment in him, and by him, for the
salvation of sinners: and we read of the Ioly Glost, sent from the
Father and the Son to quicken and bless these sinners to the end. o
these Three I’crsons we also find ascribed all the powers, glories, per-
fections and attributes of the Deity: we hear each saluted by that
incominunicable name, ¢ which is above every name,’ and distinctly deno-
minated Jehovah: and we are taught, both by precept and example, to
worship, in consequence, all these Persons under this name; and yet it
is written, that ¢ JeHovali? is but oNE JEHOVAH.”

Why is it that we are commanded to baptise a believer in Clirist
Jesus, in TnnE NAME (not NaMES) of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,—
the Elohim, the Three Persons in Jehovah? % God hath revealed it,
and, therefore, it is true,” is an arguinent which human wit cannot repel,
and which it will be found the height of hunan imprudence to oppose.
If God hath not revealed it, then it falls to the ground of itself; but
then also fall, with it, the whole Gospel of God and the whole salvation
of man.

There are but two alternatives—humble faith, or absolute infidelity ;
and he who adopts the last alternative is without hope, for he is “ witrou!
God in the world.” Ile may tell you he has a God; but his God is
like what Lord Bacon calls % The Idols of the Mind.” And where is
the difference between an idol of the imagination and an idol of the
hands? The worship of both is alike—idolatry. He who brings bis
perverted reason to set up a god in the room of revelation, is an idolater
and must perish everlastingly.

Let us now proceed to consider the events of the % Eden or Adamic
Dispensation,” which may be found comprised in Gen. i. 26 to Gen. iii.
245 and, short as is this portion of the Word, yet how rich in truth will
it be found. The previous part of the first chapter gives the revelation
of creation, the state of things in the beginning, and describes the suc-
cessional order of organization. On the sixth day the earth is seen
teeming with every living creature, in obedience to the command—* And
God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind,
cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind : and
it was so; and God saw that it was good.”

In the 26th verse, it reads— And the Elohim said, Let ws make
man in our image, after our likeness”® Surely, ¢ Let us make” is the



20

langnage of more than one; in our image implies plurality.  And here
let e observe, that I believe not only, as T said at the first, that our
own translation of the word has not conveyed our helicf. lut our inter-
pretation of the image that man was mnade in, has addeid to the obscurity.
The general opinion, that “ the image of God” is to be understood as a
moral image, appears to e to be unsupported by seripture.  And it
may be fairly asked, in the first place, what Las a word, which can only
be applicd to the practice, manners, or conduet of men, to do with God ?
and what sort of an image of God is that, which crashed down at the
first teinptation? and how is it « that Angels that excel in power,” wiio
are infinitely superior to man, both as to intelligence and perfection, are
yet never said to be made in the image of God, but are called ¢ mninis-
tering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva-
tion” 1 (Ileb. i. 14).

T know that it is usual to speak of man as having lost the unage
ol Giod; but where, in scripture, does it say so? I find, on the con-
trary, that, 1650 years after the full, God lays down the penalty of
death on whosoever sheddeth man’s blood; and gives as a reascu—
% Tor in the image of God made he man,”  Surely, it was not man’s
moral image God was thinking of.  Again, after 4030 years, Paul,
speaking by the Spirit, says (1 Cor. xi. 7), “For a man indeed
ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he s the image and
glory of God.” There is no indication here of a loss of mmage; on
the contrary, the Apastle emphatically says—is inade ; now !—yes, even
now !—clad in rags, and wretched as he is : thus saith the Npirit, « Lleis
the image of God.”  And St. James, to the same effect, in the 3d chap.
and 9th verse, speaking of the tongue—* Therewith,” says he, * bless
we God, cven the Father; and therewith curse we men which ARE
made after the similitude of God.” No indication of the loss of the
image of God is found here ; but, contrariwise, it is boldly asserted that
men are now mare after the similitude of God.

From whence, then, shall we look for a solution but in the infer-
ence drawn from the plain word of revelation, that we, like our
Maker, are a Trinity in Unity ? and, as the LElohim is three ersons
but one Jehoval, so man is a body, soul, and spirit, yet but one
man.  And it is clearly the IIoly Spirit’s intention to teach this when
Paul says, ir 1 Thess. v. 23,— And the very God of Peace sanctify
you wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit, «zd soul, and body, be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Can
anything be more distinct?  Mark how he inserts the word ¢ and? between
each component part, as if vausing on the blessing he is invoking.
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But some will say—“T 2 ot understand this.”  And who sup-
poses you able to comprehend your own existence? Tn short, name
one single element with which you arc surrounded that your reason can
fathom. Do you know what light is?—are you wiser than Newton?
What is heat ?—can you tel? What is natter 7—have you heard?
What is space 1—can you measure it 7 And if you cannot by reason
discover what is before your eyes, if your own component parts are a
nystery to you,what can your puny intellect do when it attempts to bring
Jehovah to the bar of man’s finite understanding, and begins to dispute
revelation because it is beyond the bounds of the renson of an atom
in the creation ?

T am quite aware of the prejudice that exists against any innovation on
the venerwted interpretations of standard expositors, and the unecasy sen-
sation that arises when a Clristian is required to think for himself ; but if
1 only suececd in calling ont the excrcise of spiritual judgment upon this
solemn declaration, ¢ Made in the image of God,” with its appropriate
application to your soul, the scriptures suggested to support this exposi-
tion will not have been in vain.

We have thus set before us a creation prononnced by the Creator
as good, and we have seen that the ruler he placed « over the works
of his hands” was in ali respects worthy of the dominion entrusted
to him j and if infinite pains were expended to make the subjects of
this dominion, we are not surprised at the comparatively full account
given of the formation of man in the second chapter and seventh verse,
where, as we have observed before, the persons of this being are
described. The body was made out of *“the dust of the ground.”
Beautiful in proportions, there it lay ; and the Jehovah Elchim « (Lord
God) breathed into Lis nostrils the ¢ breath of life” (the Spi+it), and man
became ¢ a living soul.””

Now, upor: the face of creation we are told that one particular
spot was chosen — more especially the place of the assembly of all
that was beautiful—and it was called the ¢ garden of God” (Genesis
xiii. 10, Tsaiah li. 3, Ezekiel xxviii. 13), and the name of it was
“Xider  which signifies “ happiness.” The knowledge of this man
was Jf the highest order of intuition ; and it was soon tested ; for the
Le.d God brought the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air to
Adam to see what he wouid call tkem, and whatsoever Adam called
every living creature that was the name thercof ;--names, you will
observe, that carried with them a meaning of the properties, qualities, or
uses of the animals they designated. As we proceed we shall see that
what man intuitively could do then, he cannot do now.
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But there is yet another subjeet of ereation to be considered. Scareely
had this scene eoncluded, and every creature prssed in joyous array before
their lord and wmaster, than the Lord God said, % Tt is not good that the
nan should be alone ; [ will nake hna an help meet for him” ; and the
215t verse tells us that out, of man God took the swoman ; as the Apostie
says (1 Cor. xi. 8 and 9), “ Tor the man is not of the woman ; but the
wotran of the man. Neither was the man created or the woman ; but
the woman for the man. Nevertheless neither is the man without the
woman, neitlker the woman without the man, in the Lord. For as the
woman i< of the man, ¢ven s9 is the man also by the woman ; but all
things of God.”

‘I'ie next point I would have you remark, is record.. 1 Genesis
v. 2, wher it is said that God “blessed them and calica ineir name
Adam?; and in the £8th verse of ke first chapter, afeer blessing
them he gives them joint sovereignty over the whale deninion, widh a
full liherty to enjoy and partake of every herb bearing seed, and every
tree bearing finit, for their sustenance and meat; with the reservation
of one particular tree that stocl in the midst ~f the garden, and known
as the “ tree of the knowledge of good and evil”; to which restriction
there was a penalty affixed, in case of disobedience, * that in the day
thou eatest thercof, dying thou shalt die.” It is also to be observed
that man was on the most privileged and graeious terms of intercourse
with his Creator. They held familiar counsel together., “ The Lord
God (saith the seripture) walked in the garden in the eool of the day”;
it reminds one of the word of Wisdom (Prov. viii. 31), «“My delights
were with the sens of men.””  Man regarded God as his great Benefac-
tor, and acknowledged that all the sovercignty he possessed came from
tlie Most High; and the restriction i.ipnsed on them secms ordained to
keep them in perpetual remembrance of their delegated authority.

How long they enjoyed their reign, we have not had revealed to us.
Some think but 2 short time. But it is not to our purpose. Suffice it
that in the third chapter of Genesis we have it bri~fly recorded, how
the great enemy cf God and man plotted for the destruetion of the latter.
The temptation was, to take of .he forbidden trez of the knowledge of
good and evil, of which the Lord had said, “ Thou shalt not eat”; and
the object of his attack was the woman. The dialogue describes the
arts used to overcome her fears aid her objections ; and tie Apostle, in
1 Timothy ii. 14, adds that ¢ Adam was not deceived, but the woman
being deceived was in the transgression,” so that the action on the part
of Adam was a voiuntary surrender of himself into the circumstanees of
his wife: “ he was not deceived,” but put himself deliberately into her



23

cireumstances. ITow fatal! and how immediatc were the consequences !
Instantanecusly, by the fall, man lost kat inherent perception, that gran-
deur of primitive intuition to whieh, with confidence, the Creator had
appealed when he de~.anded of him to deterinine and pronounce the first
zoology. And what is substituted for it? Reason. And what was
her first efort 7 o sew fig-leaves together for aprons, snd ide among
the bushes! The intimate of - “od, he who but yesterday talked over
the great natural history of creation, and settled its names and properties ;
who, iu the confidenee of innocency, regarled God as s supreme good ;
to whose ears, no music so sweet as the voiee of the Lord God at even,
—rnow flees the presenee of his Maker,—now trembles at the voice ihat
was onee his joy. Man has become a guilty, conseience-sinitten sin-
ner.  “ The knowledge of good and evil” has “opened his eyes” to
the diseovery of nakedness, and Conseience sets him at work to hide it.

But man’s way of eovering nakedness is very different irom God's. as
we shall presently see. The whole priuciple of his nature is changed.
From & living soul he has become a dying soul; from the friend of Gnd
he has beeome the enemy of Giod; aud from the noble and intellectual
being of the first fornation, he has sunk iuto the degenerate rationalist,
His knowledge now is the great Babel structure of Experience. One
man discovers one thing, and stereotypes it as u legacy to the gevera-
tion that succeeds him ; and knowledge becomes nothing more than an
aecumulated inass of faets that seftle down into the various orders of
seienee, and which it has taken six thousand years to aequire; and of
them all, it may be said, more or less, that they are but in their infaney.
How often is the argun.ent used, that God las endowed man with Rea-
son, and that he is only using what his Maker destoroed wupon him when
he forms his own judgment as tc what lie will or will not believe! This
subtle and false hypothesis is at the root of every heresy and scepticism
that has deluged the world; and he is rendering a good service to his
fellew-creatures who exposes the rottenness of these premises, and assists
to tear this miserable subterfuge and lie of Satan to pieces.

What would you say to this siory :— There was a nobleman, many
years ago, who had brought up a servant from his infancy on terms of
great familiarity, and gave him an almost unlimited power over his estate,
putting the most perfeet rconfidence in his fidelity and honesty; and
indeed ther: existed between them olinost the love of the nearest and
Gearet relationahips ; and much of tlis unreserved trust was built upon
their existing regard. Thkere was in that house an iron chest, which
his lordship «...vays kept the key of, but he told his steward that the eon-
tents eonsisted of deeds and other valuables which belonged to a totally
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different part of the conntry.  Abuse of confidence is, alas! so common
among us, that you will not be astonished when I tell you that the
steward actually had the baseness to pillage the chest and possess him-
self of the contents. 1lis master upbraided his ingratitude, and fore-
told that no good could possibly come of such ill-gotten possessions;
and so it turned ont, for his family proved themseives the same lawless
and shameless gencration.  Years rolled by, and the family forgot the
disgrace which attached to this perfidious transaction of their father
lield up their heads as if there was no blot on their escuicheon ; and at
last, with the most brazen impudence, asserted that the estate and deeds,
with the jewels, were given to their ancestor by this injured and insulted
nobleman. At last, it passed perfectly current among all, and they
were considered as a family in lavful possession of their ill-gotten wealth.
But there was fonnd a copy of the whole proceedings, in which the
robbery and the particnlars of the way in which the chest had been
opened with the assistance of a discharged servant of his lordship, all
came out ; but the family had become so proud at that tiie, that when
this evidence was bronght out, althongh they could not deny the hand-
writing and the facts that were proved, they had the audacity to treat the
whole affair as if no reproach or dishonesty attached to the transaction.

Now, permit me to apply this allegory. God trusted man with domi-
nion, and he abused the trust and confidence confided in him, and felo-
niously took what there was a diveet prohibition against; and, contrary
to the Divine will «ad direct commaad of God, procured the unhallowed
and forbidden “knowledge of good and evil,” or the art of ¢ Rational-
ism”; which is explained, as *“ A system of opinions deduced from
reason, as distinct from inspiration, or opposed to it.” (Bib. Repos.)
And to say that this dearly-acquired and most unenviable possession was
the 1F1 oF Gop, is to fly in the face of revelation ; and though the
sceptic nay sneer, the Greck mock, and the “ wise in their own conceits
cavil, it is however the fact, that God did not bestow on man this boasted
power ; and to prove he did not, he emphatically declares that if  a man
will be wise, let him become a fool that he may be wise,” (1 Cor. iii. 1}
And it is utterly impossible to return to the knowledge of God until a
man reeeives the kingdom of (iod as a little child ; submits his reason to
God, and, instead of boasting of it, confesses that he possesses it to his
damage ; that the more he relies on it, the further he goes from God
and implores, therefore, that the Almighty would counteract the perni-
cious effects of this soul-destroying principle, and implant in him a new,
a simple, and a beliv-ving heart, that he wight understand the seripture,
and, believing, might have life.
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Nor was this all.  ITis dignity and nobility have fallen with him ; his
crown is in the dust; that commanding knowledge that fitted him for
rule is gone ; and he feels that he has lost his sway and forfeited his
dominion. e thus became “ servant to sin”’; “and sin has entered
into the world, and death by sin.” 'The seducer, Satan, grasped the
power, which, by sin obtaincd, he still hy usurpation holds, so that the
Lord Jesus ealls him “ the Drince of this world ” ; and, conscious of
his power, at the temptation in the wilderness he offers this dominion to
Chirist if he will ouly do him homage ; and we shall see, as we proceed,
how he actually does give that domnion to the Anti-Christ (Rev. xiii.
2) in the last days.

The terrible scene of the disclusure of their united crime, their vain
attempt to conceal their shame and hide their gvilt, then follows ; and
the Lord God summons them before Ilim; and the guilty pair, with their
treacherons decciver, are arraigned together. DMutual are the recrimi-
nations ; and the sentence is pronounced—Iirst upon the destroyer, who
is cursed above all creation ; emmity is established between the two seeds
for ever; while it is declared that the seed of the woman shall bruie
the serpent’s head, and he should bruise his heel.  Suffering and sorrov,
anguish in child-birth, with subjection to man, was the woman’s doom.
Toil and labour was to be the heritage of man, and the ground was
cursed for his sake ; thorns and thistles were to be brought forth for
him j in the sweat of his face was he to eat bread till he returned to the
ground, for ozt of it was he taken ; “ Dust thou art, and unto dust thou
shalt return.”

I have now come to the application of these facts, which, as types,
point to the future promises, or, as you may call them, prophecies ; and
have, therefore, to ask you to trace with me what the scripture reveals
as to the manner of these fulfilments. ¢ 'I'he seed of the woman shall
bruise the serpent’s head,” is the great design which the word of God
sets before us, as the burden cf all prophecy. That promise has been
the hope !—the beacon-light :—tbe star that has kept man from the day
of the fall to the present,looking onwards and forwards to the rull acrom-
plishment of the victory. Idach dispensation has had a revelation of it,
more and more ¢lear, as the cvent, and the consequences of it, were to
be unfolded ; and there are rich traces of it in the one we are now con-
sidering.

The Apostle Paul says that it was written, « The first man Adam
was made a living soul, the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.
1Towbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is
natural ; and afterwards that which is spiritual.  The first man is of
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the carth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven.” The
same truth is taught us of their descendants:  Asis the earthy, such
are they also that are earthy, and as is the heavenly, such are they also
that are heavenly ; and as we have borne the image of the earthy, we
shall also bear the imagc of the heavenly.” What, then, ‘- the plain
inference of this? That Adam is pronounced by the IHoly Ghost as a
type of Christ ; that the first man, who was “ earthy,” is a type of the
second man who is “ heavenly ”; that the ¢ living soul  wasa type of the
“ quickening spirit” ; that the first Adam was a iype of the last Adam
(1 Cor. xv. 45-17). Also, that as Adam is the head or the children
of nature, so Chnist is the head of the children of the Spirit; and that
befora we can put on the heavenly image, we must put off the earthly.
And of what is the woman the type, whose mysterious formation was
described in the 21st verse? « The Lord God caused a deep sleep to
fall upon Adam, and he stept: and he took one of his ribs, aad closed
up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken
from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam
said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.” Dow, the
Apostle aul comments on this, and says ¢ That as the woman is of the
man, even so is the man also by the woman ”: and so it came to pass;
¢ For,” saith Isaiah (vii. 14, “ Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and shall call his name ¢Immanuel’,”—that is, ¢ God with us.
And the Evangelist Matthew relates, in the 1st chap. 18th and 25th
verses, the blessed accomplishment thereof. And further (Eph. v. 25),
¢ Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, and
gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash-
ing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious
-aceh, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that it shouid
be holy and without blemish. So ought nien to love their wives as their
own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet
hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord
the Clurel,: for we are members of s body, of s flash, and of His
bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and inother, and shall
be joined anto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 'Tmis s a
GREAT MYSTERY ; but I speak concerning CHRIST AND THE C11URCH.”
“ For the husband is the Zie«d of the wife, even as Christ is the Lead of
the church: and nE is the Saviour of the body. I ras the body is
one and hath many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body : so ALso 1s CHRIST.” But Revelation tells
us (chapter xix. 11),—* Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to
him ; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and mis wirE hath made



21

herself ready.” We see plainly, then, that Eve is the type of the
church ; and that as Eve was the wife of Adam, the church is the ¢ wife
of Christ”; and as Adam and Eve are cailed “ one flesh,” so Christ
and Lis church are called ¢ one Spirit.”

And now another point. In Genesis i. 28, God entrusted a joint sove-
reignty to this united pair. ITe gave THEM dominion ; and how clearly
does the scripture reveal the purposes of our adored Bridegrooia to invest
his bride with his inheritance and his dominion ! Tis bride is said to be
“ heirs of God and joir’-heirs with Christ” (Rom. viii. 17). And how
graciously does he explain his intentions towards us in the 17th chapter of
Jobr and 22nd verse : “ And THE GLORY which thou gavest M, I have
given THEM, that they may be one, even as we are one—J in THEM, and
THOU in me”; also, Rev. iii. 24: “To hi:.. that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame and am set down
with my Father in his throne * ; and Col. i. 16 : “ For by him were all
things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invi-
sible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principahties, or powers,
all things were created by him and for him”; Ephesians i. 22: « And
he hath put alt things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over
all things to the church, which is H1s Bopy, THE FULLNESS oF Hix
that filleth all in all.” ¢ Do ye not know,” adds the Agostle (1 Cor. vi.
2), % that the saints shall judge the world? Know ye not that we shall
judge angels? how much more, things that pertain to this life.”

‘When the Holy Spirit by the Apostle asserts (in 1st Tim. ii. 12-14)
the anthority of the man over the woman, he says—¢ For Adam was
first formed, then Eve ; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman
being deceived was in the transgression.” So the same Apostle by
the Holy Ghost, regarding Christ as the Ifead of the Church, speaks
(in Col. i. 18) of the pre-eminence in resurrection of * His dear Son,”
that he possesses as ¢ first-born from the dead ” ; and again, Rev. i. 5
“ The first-begotten of the dead ”; and, when speaking of the succes-
sional order and priority in RESURRECTION-BIRTH, he says (1 Cor. xv.
23), ¢ But every man in his own order: CHRIST THE FIRST-FRUITS ;
afterwards THEY THAT ARE CHRIST's at his coming ; afterward (eita)
the end,” &c. Now, while, therefore, it is a hieresy, as Paul points out
(2 Timetuy ii. 18), to say “ the resurrection is PAST,” it is nevertheless
quite orthodox to say ¢ the resurrection kas begun,” for the first-fruits
are gone! 'The T'irst-Begotten from tie deud has risen! to the glo-
rious announcement (Acts xiii. 33), “ Thou art my Son, this day have I
begotten thee.”  «So as Adam was first formed, then Eve,” so Christ
is the first-begotten from the dead, and afterward the Church.
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They who would say that those “ who are Clrist’s at his coming,”
mean the witole race of man, are conscions, when they say so, that they
do not believe it; for the seripture distinetly points out this title, as
belonging to that class alone called “ Christ’s,” as he says—< T pray not
for the world, but for them which thou hast given me ; for they ave thine.
And all mine are thine, and thine are mine, and I am glorified in them”
(Jobn xvii. 9-10).  And how dees the grace of this Divine Master shine
out, when we behokd him who knew no sin, the spotless, holy, second
Adam, the last man, the Lord froia heaven, becoming sin for ns, bearing
our sins in his own body on the tree, the Just One for the unjust, that Le
might bring back his poor, lust, ruined wife to God! And in doing so,
it may be added, withont fear of contradiction, that Ile, the second
« Adam, wus not decetved ™ 5 but, of his own tree will, vohmtarily, « for
us men and for our salvation,” put himself under the curse of the trans-
gression, ¢ being made a curse for us.”  And the Apostle may well break
forth and say— 'We love um, because he first loved ns. ?

But, while sentence was still sounding in the ear of the guilty one, be-
hold! the promiISE OF HiMsELF is given: “1lear, O heavens! and give
car, O earth! for the mouth of the Lord hath spokenit.”  L'he wounded
seed of this poor sinful woman is to rise victorious, and bruise the ser-
pent’s head. ¢ TIe saith not as of seeds, as of many, but as of one; but
to thy seed, which is Christ ” (Gal. iii. 16). Yes! glory be to God! that
bright and morning star, that shone out six thousand years ago, shedding
its hopeful rays over this sin-stricken earth, has come on descending, like
a bright comet, more and more clear as it approaches the earth. So
we distinetly trace—* the seed of the woman ”; then, further on, ¢ the
sced of Abraham”; and, furthev still, € the seed of David ”; and, still
more near, “ the Virgin’s seed,”—until heaven opens, and the Son of
Man is proclaimed the Beloved Son of God !

Now, the bruising of Satan’s head involves the overthrow of all his
power ; and how extensive that power is, the scripture in many parts
declares ; and it also tells us, that while the victory is secured, the result
of the victory is not as yet mamfested.  One passage to this clleet occurs
in Hebrews ii. S-9, where the Apostle says—-* But Now WE SEE NOT
YET ALL THINGS PUT UNDER 111M. DBut we ses Jesus, who was made
a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and hononr *;—the certainty that,in God's good time, we shall sce
the manifold ciiects of this vietory, of which our redemption unto eternal
life is only a part.  And to obtain this complete triumph, the Apostle
further says— Forasmmch then as the children are partakers of flesh
and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same, that through
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death he might destroy him that lud the power of death—that is, the
devil.”  Now, it is added—* The last enemy that shall be destroyed is
death.”

At the resurrection, the first announcement of Jesus was— All
power is given unto me in Zewven and in carth.”  And it is the right
understanding of this double dominion that is difficult for the Christian
to apprehiend until he becomes well acquainted with the word of God,
the rightly dividing of which at once reveals the glorious purposes of
God. If we were told, that the angels in licaven were ve.y sceptical
upon the point of there ever being introduced into the heavens a race of
beings of a glory equal to their own, we shonld say—-Al! if angels only
knew God’s word (Luke xx. 36— For they zre equal unto the
angels”), they would see that omr God has promised to the gene-
ration of the redeemed sueh glory as ¢ has not entercd into the
heart of inan to conceive,” and then they would soon yield up their
incredulity.  And, believe me, it is exactly the same argument that needs
applying to the multitude of excellent Christians who see only their own
salvation, and think that all God's glory is swmmed up in saving poor
sinners 5 but as to the larger and more exspansive view of the glory of
God, as the one great and main object of Clrist’s triumph and the end
of the great counsels of God, they know but little of it; they are like
a division of the procession of a mighty conqueror, so taken up with the
part they are playing that when you bid them leok behind and see the
swelling columns, telling ot principalities, and powers, and dominions,—
captivity led captive,—the uninstructed focus of their vision can detect
only themselves and the ¢ little flock 5 neither do they desire to aspire
to more than what shall I do to be saved ?—they seem :o have no inter-
est in the long train of captives recovered out of the hand of the enemy,
aed which swell the trinmphs of our conquering Lord.

T'he cffect of the fall came not on the lords of the creation alone ;
their empire fell with them.  As, when some bloody and disastrous defeat
decides the fate of an empire, and the towns, the provinces, and the
people become snnexed to the empire of the conqueror, so were the
deadly cffects of the vietory of sin and Satan over man—creation fell
with her lord, and caine under the curse of his transgression.

Now, it is the design of these lectures to shew you that it is not in the
power of any crcated being, be lie aever so powerful, yea, though he be the
Prince of Darkness, of whom it is said “that Michael, when he spoke
against him, dared not bring a railing accusation,”—I say it is not even
in his power to frustrate the counsels of God ; and thatany created being
should step in between Omnipotence and his desizn, is inconsistent with
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the majesty of the Most High. There is, therefore, but a pause—a deep
and solemn pause, I grant you—between the declaration of the design
and its accomplishment; but a frustration there is not. and there con
not be.  As, therefore, for man®s sake the earth was cursed, so by he
righteousness of THE DN, the Lord from hcaven, shall the curse be
removed, as the Apostle tells us (Rom. viii. 20 and 23) : « The creation
(Atisis) was inade subject to vanity or misery (see L.XX.), not wil-
lingly, but by reason of bim who hath subjected the same in hope *; and
he gives us the present condition—¢ For we know that the whole crea-
tion grouneth and travaileth in pain together until now. For the
earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God; and not only they, but ourselves also, which have the
Jirst-fruits of the Spirit,—even we oursclves groan within oursclves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY.”

The whole creation, therefore, is represented as in a condition of expec-
tation ; and whether it is the earth, or he who was put in dominion over
ity all look fc-ward to that blessed moment when the curse shall be
removed. Restoration, therefore, of the creation to its original and
primitive beauty, and the entrance of man again upon the undisputed
lordship of it, is what we are told is to be effected by the Lord from
heaven !—the second Adam! of whom, it was announced in the Temple
by Peter, “when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord ; and He shall send Jesus Christ which before was preached
unto you: whom the heaven must receive until the times of RESTI-
TUTION of ALL THINGS, which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets siuce the world began.”” That speech of Peter’s
is a blessed gleam of the great purposes of God in Christ, relative to
this world. You will cbserve that he is announced as departing FoR A
SEASON ONLY, and having gone into heaven he is there to be retained
until the time of the restitution of all things.

Now, what is the restitution? The word occurs only once in the
New Testament ; and, as great and momentous truths are established by
this and otler portions, let us get a ciear definition of the word. Raphe-
lius (whom Parkhurst calls  that learned and accurate critic ’) says that
the word was used by Polybius to signify “ A RESTORING OF TIINGS
TO A STATE OF TRANQUILLITY AFTER WARS AND TUMULTS”’; and
Dr. Doddridge translates it “ THE REGULATION OF ALL THINGS,” and
says that ¢ Dr. Thos. Burnes, Mr. Whiston, and other learned writers,
urge it for such a restoration of the paradisaical state of the earth as
they, on their different hypothesis, have ventured to assert.” AndI
find that both Tyndale and Cranmer translate it, ¢ THAT ALL THINGS
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BE RESTORED AGAIN.” Thus, whether we take one of the most
renowned authors of Greece, or our own eritics, or our great Bible
translators, it is evident that the words “ RESTITUTION OF ALL THiNGS "’
mean the restoration of the creation from the state of anarchy and con-
fusion, revolt and rebellion, to one of order and discipline ; of th¢: condi-
tion of the thorns, the briars, and the curse, to Eden fruitfulness and
blessing ; of the groaning beasts of the earth, to their primitive happi-
ness ; and lastly, the taking the power and sway of Satan from the earth,
and substituting the righteous and holy reign of Clrist Jesus. But, does
the scripture hold out such a transformation? .Assuredly it does, in
multitudes of passages. Take one, always acknowledged to be a future
prophecy (Isai. xi. 4) : ¢ But with righteousness shall he judge the poor,
and argue with equity for the meek of the earth ; and he shall smite the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he
slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and
faite.'+ 'ness the girdle of his reins. The wclf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together ; and a little child shall lead them.
And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down
together: ard the lica shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put
his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
my holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. And ¢n that day there shall be a
root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shall
the Gentiles seek ; and his rest shall be glory. And it shall come to pasy
in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again THE SECOND TIME
to recover the remnant of his people,” &e.

Bur the scene does not close without a full declaration of the gospel,
and the institution of sacrifice. It is manifest, from all we find revealed
of sacrifice, whether in type or anti-type, that the institution must have
originated with God, as we shall see throughout ; and I know of no com-
mentator who would not allow that the 21st verse of Genesis iii. ( Unto
Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins and
clothed them”) indicated that sacrifice was taught the guilty ones as the
only ground of approach. And how full a gospel does it teach ! for, not
only is Clirist a sacrifice, but a covering for sin ; and it is the first prin-
ciple of atonement, that not only guilt is expiated, but that the victim’s
parity and righteousness is ours—hence identifying the sinner and his
Saviour. Jeremiah says— And this is the name whereby He shall be
called, ¢ THE JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.’” But the



32

ligure is kept up in the New ‘Testament : “ Put ye on the Tord Jesus
Christ,” saith Paul 5 and in Galatians in. 27 As many of you as hav2
been baptized into Chirist, have put on Christ.”  Then, indeed, we can
say with Isaiah (I«i. 10), « 1 will greatly rejoice in the Jehovah, iy soul
shall be joyful in my Ilohim 5 for he hath clothed e with the garments
of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her-
self with jewels.” No wonder, then, that faith eomes into immediate
exercise ; and she who was doomed to produce a race of dying mortals,
receives the title of * Eve,” (“ the livmng,”) because she was to be the
mother of all living.

Let e solenmly ask you, -1lave yon on ¢ the marriage garment,”
“ the voat of God’s providing,” * the robe that fits you for the presence
of God 1> Do you rely on Christ as your sacrifiee ! and do you make
mention of  Ilis righteousness, and of his ouly ?? 1. so, then thrice
happy art thon ; the federal Llead of the new ercation shall deliver thee
from the curse and inherent sin thou hast been heir to by thy birth from
the first Adam, “and, as thon hast borne the inage of the earthy, thou
shalt also bear the image of the heavenly.”

1 do not here diwell on the institution of the Sabbath (Gen. ii. 2),
wiih all its holy and blessed associations. 1t will be fully entered into
in the lixodus of the C'hillien of Israel, where it is again prominently
brought before our notice. Suffice it now to say, that it points to a
future period of unbroken rest, when, as Moses said of God, ¢ he rested
and was refreshed ” (Exod, xxxi. 17).  So shall it be with ¢ the people
of God ” (LLeb. iv. 9).

T'here is just one point more I would allude to, and which eompictes
the types of this dispensation, The 24th verse relates how the Lord
God drove out the man, and placed at the east of the garden of Eden
cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the
way of the tree of life. 'Thus, there appeared no return to liden or
happiness—no power to take cternal life. Kaowledge and death we
got ; happiness and life we lost. But, glorious truth! what the first
page of the Bible tells us we lost, the last page of the Bible announces
we are to reeover.  “ And lie shewed me a pure river of water of life,
clear as erystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.
In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there
the tree of life, which hare twelve mazner of fruits, and yielded her fruit
every month.” ¢ Ile that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith
of the clwrehes: ¢ To him that overeometh (Who is he that overcometh
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Christ 7 1 Jon. v. 5) will T give



33

to eat the tree of life, which is in the midst of tie paradise of God.’»
And who is this that feeds us with the tree of life, but ¢ 1fe who, though
he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty
might become rich > ; “ who loved us, and gave hunself for us” ; who by
a thousand endearing ties has bound himself to us, and us to himself for
ever ; LIe who has revealed by the scripture his eternal and inseparable

union with us under such relationships to each other as the following :

We Are
Gen.v.2.............0]is Created
Gen. i. 26, Col. i. 10 . .His Image
Fphes.i. 23..........]1lis Body
John iii. 29, Rev. xxi.9. 1lis Bride
Rev xix.7, Eph. v.30,32.His Wife
Rev. v. 9, Gal. iii. 13..IIis Redecmed
Mat. xx 28, Isa xxxv 1¢.His Rarsomed
Acte ii. 47, 1 Cor. i.18. His Saved
Heb. ii. 11............Tiis Brethren
Rom.i.T...c.evs.... . Ilis Beloved
Heb. ii. 11....... ....His Sanetified
Eph. vi. 6, Rom. vi. 22.1lis Servants
Jobn xv. 14, 15 ......Ilis Friends
Eph. v. 25, Col. i. 18..1Iis Church
John x. 3,4..........1lis Sheep
1 Peteri.5...........His Kept
Luke xii.32, 1 Peter v.2. His Flock
1 Peter ii.  ....His Ruyal Priesthood
1 Thess. i.6..........His Followers
Rev.i.6....00...... . His Kings
2 Tim. ii. 3,4........His Soldiers
Rev. i. 6, 1 Peter ii. 5.1Iis Priests
Romxii. 1, Jnoxiv.19.1lis Living Ones
1 Thess. i. 10 ........Ilis Delivered
1 Peter ii. 9..........Jlis People
Luke iv, 18 ..........llis Captives
1 Cor. iii. 9 ..........His Building
Matt. x. 25 ..........1His Ilouschold
Heb. iii.6............Jlis House
1 Peter ii. 6.......His Living Stones

e s

Our Creator..Isa x1.28,Jnoi.3,Col i.15
Our Flesh and Blood. .Ileb. ii. 14
Our Head. .1 Cor. xi.3, Eph. v.23
Qur Bridegroom. .John iii. 29

Our Husband. .Isai. tiv.5, 2 Cor. xi.2
Our Redeemer. .1sai. xtvii.4, Rev.v.9
Our Ransow..Matt xx.28, 1 Tim.ii.¢
Our Saviour.Jnoiv.42,Actsv3] Jude25
Qur Brother..Matt. 12.50

Our Beloved..Can. ii. 3, 16; Isai.v.1
Our Sanctifier. .Heb iji.11

Our Master. .Matt. xxii.8, Jno.xiii.13
Our Friend. . Prov. xviii. 24, Juo.xv.15
Our Bishop. .1 Peter ii.25

Qur Shepherd. .Jobn x.14

Our Keeper. .Psalm cxxi. 2-5

Our Feeder. .1sai. Ix.11, Tev. vii, 17
Our Melchisedec. . Heb. vii. 17

Our Foreruaner. .Heb. vi. 20

Our King of Kings. .Rev. xvii. 4

QOur Captain. .Heb. ii. 10

Our Great High Priest. .Heb. iv. 14
Our Life..Col. iii. 4

Our Deliverer. .Rom. xi. 26

Our Sarety. .Heb. vii. 22

Our Conqueror. .Rev. vi. 2

Our Fouadation. .1 Cor. iii.1{

Our Iouscholder. . Matt. xiii. 27

Our Lozd of the House. . eb. iii. 6
Qur Living Stone. .1 Peter ii. 4

O! 1ay our hearts burn within us, and our lips show forth his praise,
while we wonder at and adore “ the mystery of godliness, God manifest
in the flesh, seen of angels, believed on in the world, received up into
glory.” And let us as His worshippers (teb. i. 6, Matt. xxiii. 9-17.
Luke xxiv. 51-52, John v. 23) adore Jesus as
JEHOVAH or Lorp (Jerem. xxiii. 6, xxxiii. 16 ; Isuiah xliii. 15;

1 Cor. i. 30) ;
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ELOHIM or Gop (Isaiah xliii. 2, xliv. 6, xlv. 13, xlv. 21, xiwii. 17 ;
Hab. iii 18; Luke i. 47);

ImptancEL, or God with us ;

Counsellor (Rom. x1. 34 ; sai. xl. 13) ;

The Mighty God (Isai. 1x. 6; Matt. xxwiii. 18) ;

Everlasting Father (Isai. ix. 6; Joln xiv. 9-11);

Adonai or Lord (Isai. vi. 1, 5, 8)

Jesus, Christ, Messiah, God over all, Blessed for ever (Psalm xlv. 6-7 5
Heb. i. 3).

The grace of our Lord Jesus Clrist, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the 1loly Ghost, be with all who love our Tord Jesus
Christ,

0~
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THIRD LECTURLE.

“THE ANTE-DILUVIAN DISPENSATION™

The S:cond, or, as we may Term 1t, * Ante-Diluvimn Dispensation,”
rommences at the 3th chapter of Genesis, and eloses at the 14th verse
of the 8th chapter.  The scene opens not in Fden, the garden of lappi-
ness, where the first lay, but on the earth. cursed for inan’s sake, and
under moral and physical disabilities that held out litle prospects of
either joy or peace. The nature of man had imbibed a totally different
principle of thought. in one sense. “‘The Lerd God had said,” as we
shall see, Gen. iii. 22: “ Behold, the man is beconiz as one of us to
know good and evil,” (an additional proof, I might add, thal™ woral image
had nothing to do with our first-created image). But what a vast dif-
ference in the acquircment and the result of this fatal ossession !  With
Jod, the knowledge of good and evil passes through the: unsullied chan-
nel of his own Divine purity.  \Vith man, the knowledye courses its way
to his mtelligence through ihe perverted and foul elhannel of a carnal
mind, and his acquirement is his curse : for this earnal mind is « enmity
against God ; for it is not subject to the law of God, ncither indeed can
be”: so that the disease is a downright, incurable one.

As one of the most essential doctrines of our religion lies at the door
cf a thorough and clear understanding of this great and lamentable fact,
you will 2llow me to draw your attention for a few moments to the word
that expresses this property of the soul. It is called «“ Phrouéina,? and
we have no single word in our language that fully explains it. Leigh, in
his « Critica Sucra® (and whom Parkhurst quotes as authority, under
the verb Phroned). says that ¢ i comprehends under it the act amd
EXERCISE Doth of the MIND and of the wiLL, and may be indifferently
translated Wispos, SENSE, AFFECTION, DESIRE.”  And perhaps I
cannot better explain to you the force of the word than by saying that
the same is nsed to express the mind and inclination of the 1oly Spirit
himself, influencing our spirits.  So that we have brought, in opposition
to each other, in their distinct character and efleet (Rom, viii, 5), the
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* minding of the flesh,” which embraces ity resclom, se nse. affect o, aud
desire, and is death; amd the “ minding of the spirit,” embracing the
same effects of will, but is % life and peace.”

Now, these two leading, ruling * minds” or “ mindings ™ are in divect
opposition the one to the other.  The will of man is not ~ubjeet to the
law of God; but, what is sti] worse, * NEITHER INDEED CAN BE.”
No that we possess a principle within us, so essentially, so radically, <o
unconquerably opposed to God, that it is called * cnmity against God
and you may pronounce of it, in the words of an Apostle, “ 'V'hon hast
neither part nor lot in this matter.”  And it is fuvther stated (1 Cor.
it 14) that this ¢ natural man (with all léis wisdomn, sense and acutencss.
atfections and desires) receiveth not the things of the Npirit of God : for
they ave foolishness wnto him: weither can he know: them, becaus:
they are spiritnally discerned ” — And therve is no doctrine more wlions:
to man, because more luembling, than this plain testimony that he is by
nature born a child of wrath, and must remain dead in trespasses and
sins, wntil quickened of God; and that his boasted reason is utterly at
fault when brought of its own unsauctified power to receive the things of
God. They are foolishness to himn ; neither can he know, love, or receive
the things of God: and further, that this entire corruption is hereditary,
and so complete, that, as the prophet says, an Ethiopian may as well try
to change his skin, or a leopard his spots, or a man to bring a clean thing
out of an unclean, as that this “ carnal minding” can exert a good will
or affection towards Clod, or ever reach the true knowledge of heavenly
things.

The very firse scene with which this dispensation opens reveals the
whole doctrine we have just been considering.  The two sons of Adam
are introduced i the character of worshippers, ¢ Cain brought of the
fruit of the ground an ofiering wnto the Lord ; and Abel brought of the
firstlings of his Nock, and of the fat thercof.”  T.et us for a moment look
at these altars.  The eldest son has gathiered the rich corn, the flowers,
the fiuits, in profusion.  "T'he very air secins loaded with the sweet per-
fume of the gilt; and he stands hy his oflering with conscious satisfaction
that he has offered to his God a service worthy of his acceptance.
Apart stands another altar; but, O! how different ! The life’s blood
of a poor lamb has just cbbed out; the erimson tide has run all round the
altar 5 the panting inmocent has just ceased to breathe ; and a youth
«tands by the vietim,  {7pon his face i the trace of a calin sorvow, min-
aled with conscious vectitwde.  And where we our sympathies, dear
friends 7 Does not nature within us say, * With the flowers and the
finits"" 1 Daes not n~ture, as at were, reenil from the last quivering
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death-struggle of the fusthing of the floeh & Andore than that @ not
caly is our sympathy enlisted ou the side of the sweet and the beautiful,
but we are veady to confess how ane shews the labour and the work of
his hands, and that of which he has reason to be prond.  Now, imagine
we had never heard the result hefore, and it was annonneed to s for the
first time—nay. before our eyes, the sight of the devouring fire consuming
Abel's offering, told that * the Lord had respect nnto Aliel and to his offer-
ing, but unto Cain and to his offering the Lord had not respect V,—we
shonla e all astonishment, natil the 1oly Ghost explaing, asin Lebrews
xi. 4, that « By rarrn Ahel offered unto God a wmore exeellent sacrifice
than Cain, by which he obtained wituess that he was righteous, Gl
testifyng of his gifts.”  Thevefore, the seeret lies in this : that, in the one
offering, Faith was in exercise 3 in the other, Works,  Justso.  And
in these (e presentations of worship are exemplificd the two great reli-
aims ., the world,~--the Relizion of Works,and the Religion of Faith.
St ander these e great divisions all religion classifies itself,  The
worshinper eames befare God on his own merits, or on the merits of
snother.  The former beiievas in the ahility of the natural inan to please
God ;5 the satter confasses Lis total bankruptey. and pleads a vietim,
I'ie one ix Nainie !-- bsud, nalnmbled Nature !—prond of her own
powers, and insisting un her capability of procuring and presenting an
offering that she z2ems God onght and should aceept.  The other hns
“Jost all conlidence in the flesh,” and, in the conscionsness of ntter
worthlessness, presents the emblem of a forfeited existence ; lifts up the
heseeching eye of faith, and points to the recking victiin, crying « God
he erciful to me a sinner”; accept, I bescech Thee, this atoning sacri-
fice, and let his hie go for my life. <« And God had respect nnto Abel
and his offering, but unto Cain and his offering God had not respect.”
Now, observe this great and all-important truth : the worshipper and his
oltering stand or full together.  Abel and his offering are accepted
Cain and his offering are rejected.  You cannot separate them: the
worshipper is pact and parcel of his ollering ; they are identilied. Tt is
a transaction in which three parties are indissolubly implicated : Go,
the worshipper. and the sacrifice.  The worshipper approaches God on
what hie deems an acceptable offering, and God regards the worshipper
in the light of his offering ; and, therefore, it follows that an essential
principle of worship must be the reciprocal understanding of what con-
stitutes an acceptable oflering before God. 'T'his is the doctrine of the
Cross.

There was a day in Eden when the offering that C:in hrought was
just what Giad conlil have accepted at the hanld of mwn. There was no
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Lot on the seent ol the rose; the hly s pueaty was an cbilens of it
Maker,  The carth’s sweet products were as aceeptable to Gl as
the sinless being who, in guilelessness, preseuted them. But all was now
changed.  That earth was now under the euse, anl was to theow up
spontancoisly noxions weeds, as its guilty master was henceforth out
wf the heart to send forth ¢ evil thoughts, wurders, adnlteries, forrica-
tions, thefts, false witness, blasphemies,” Matt. xv. 14, And Cain
knew all this. 'There was, then, a bold and utter defiance cloakeil under
lus offering.  1Te knew that God had cursed the ground for man’s sake,
awd hie brings the fruit of the gromud, which was no more nor less than
the fruit of the curse, for God’s acceptance.  Awd the insulted Majesty
of (iod had no respect to him and to his offering, for both were sinful in
his sight.  1lis brother, contrariwise, presents himsell’ as a lost sinner—
as under sentence of death—as feeling the burden of the enrse.  And
his offering tells this tale ; for the conlession is, the peualty of *¢siu is
death.” But the doctrine of substitution, and yet identity in substitution,
is set forth also: That bleeding, panting lamb is I; yes, I am there
confessed in my sacritice. My demerits, my well-earned curse, are being
expiated. I wr out thy wrath on him, and let me go free. Accept me
in my sacrilice, and by his stripes heal me.  Cain was very wroth, and
his countenance fell. *“ And the LoRp said unto Cain, Why art thon
wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? It (orthas prosencnkiés) thou
offerest correctly, or rightly, shalt thou not be accepted! And if thon
offerest not correctly, sin lieth at the door.” If the passage be tran-
slated thus, the whole scene is at once doctrinally explained. Cain
approached the Lord withont atonement, and was rejected. T feel it
necessary to substantiate this light of the passage by reference. In
Leigh's Bib. Sac., he says, * De saerificiis proprd usurpatur” (It is
often used peculiarly concerning sacritices) ; and then he quotes three
passages :—Matt, v. 23 : « I thou BrixG thy gift to the altar ; viii, 4 :
% Go thy way, shew thy lhyself to the priest, and orrer the gift that
Moses commanded”; Mark i, 44: “ And oFreR for thy cleansing those
things which Moses commanded.” I might add to these, Acts vii, 42 :
¢« Have ye ofFERED to nie slain beasts,” &e.j xxi. 26: « Until that an
olfering shonld be ofrERED for every one of them ™ ; Iieb. v, 1: + For
every high priest taken from among wen is ordained for men in things
pertaining to God, that he may orerr hoth gifts and sacrifices for sins.”
Nee also Heh, v, 3, viii. 3 and 45 ix. 7 and 9, xiv. 25.
Orthos oceurs in Take vit. 431 ¢ Thou hast riGuTLY judged ™ ; Luke
.28« Thou hast answered riGirr: this do and thou shalt live 5 xx.
21 ¢ Master, wo know that thon sayest and teachest riceriny.” |
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AueR this on this passage, not only as fully illustrating why God could
not receive the sacritice of Cain, but also because very many wrest the
passage « If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted” to support a
principle of" works as the gronnd of our acceptance with God, which is
to atiempt * to bring a clean thing ont of an unclean™ to say “that the
natural man can please God,” or, in other words, to subvert the gospel
of God, and to render the atonement of Christ an mmecessary sacrifice.

‘I'lus condescension on the purt of God served not to appease the irri-
tated Cain, and his {atent hatred at length burst ont, and le arose and
slew his brother. ¢ And wherefore slew he him!” asks the Apostle
(1 John iii. 12), * because Lis ewn works (alluding to his sacrifice) were
evil, and his brother’s rightéous” ; therefore he adds—+ Marvel uot, my
brethren, it the world hate you.”

A clear and recorded distinction is given hetween a righteons
seerll in the person of Neth, who sas appointed, as the mourning
mother said, “in the stead of Abe! whom Cain slew,” and the des-
cendants of the fratricidal Cain,  who went out from ¢he presence of
the Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod” (which signifies ¢ vagabond?),
and thus forms a true type of those who shall be punished < with
everlasting destruction from the PRESENCE oF TiE Lorn, and from
tie glory of his power, when he shall come to be gloritied in his saints,
and to be admired in all thein that believe” {2 Thess. ii. 9). Ilence-
forth, then, we regard him “as withont God, and therefore without hope
in the world.” And we see him and his progeny making the world their
hoe; they build cities and call them after own name ; they becone
celebrated for arts and manufactures; music and the great attractions
of the world are ascribed to his descendants (verses 17 and 22). How
little do we reflect on this when we bestow such unqualified praise on
these attractive, and, as are often thought, essential accomplishments,
and quite forget their vise, and the worldly elemeat in whick they werc
first nurtured, and of which they form so large an ingredient.

Let us now leave Abel, “asleep in Jesus,” and let us regard one of
whom “it is witnessed that he liveth.” * And all the days of Tnoch
were three lundred and sixty-live years, or a year of years. And Enoch
walked with God; and be was not; for God teok him.” ‘'hus, there-
fore, after a long list of those who lived and * they died,” arvives oue,
who, after passing just one-third the life of wan i those days, instead of
dying, is caught up without dying; * was not”; ceased to be among
the children of men, * for God took hin.”  And of whom is this rap-
tured saind & (ype, but of another awl more pumerous vapture of the
<aints alive af the coming of the Lovd, who die not, but are changed in
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u monent, in the twinkling of un eye, at his coming ! even » We that
nre alive and remain to the coming of the Lord™ (1 Thes:. iv. 17).
Nor, as we shall sce when we enter on the Mosnic or Legul Dipensa-
tion, iv this saint the only one whom God has distingnished by so illus-
trions a preference ; bt in the two graat economics—the Ante-Diluvian
and the Mosaic—cach one has been lavored with the token ol God®
iutention concerning a wmore nmuerous eompany, who shall be privileged
with this eclectic call from among the living.

As the argmments upon this all-importan¢, but too widely-denied doc-
trine of “the First Resurrection,” will form a discourse of itself, in its
own proper order of the series, I do no more now than cndeavonr to
familiarize your minds with the fact, that it is not an UNuEARD of thing,
that, while the rest of mankind is left on earth, one—as in the cases of
Iinoch and Elijah—and thousands, as in the case of these * that are
Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. xv. 23)—shonld be taken from mumong
their fellow men.  And that it is neither improbable nor impossible, but
a revealed truth, that the Sovereign of the nniverse, v-ho doeth ali things
» according to ilie pleasuce of ms wirL,” “and giveth not acconut of
any of his matters,” shenld gather to ilimself, for the manifestation of
the work of His Son Clrist Jesus, m bringing many sons unto glory, an
elect portion of the objects of redemption, who nay have been the sub-
jects of His grace np to the second advent of our Lord.

1t is well worthy ol note that this holy man’s career is summed np in
a sentence that speaks volnmes—* Finoch walked with God.” This
expression, “ walk,” is 2 very familiar one, as indicating, fromn its natural
signification, the metion of the body, in its course from one place to
another,—a very lively emblem of tue manner of a man's lile, as in Rom.
vi. 4, % Even so we also should walk in newness of life,” anl Eph. iv. 1,
« T beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called.” * To walk with God.” then, is to live in such holy aml sweet
comnunion as {0 have a continval and abiding sense of Ins presence, ani
is similar to the word (Row. vii. 1) “who walk ofter the Spivit.”
Thus this ante-dilnvian saint walked, and to hin, before his translation,
was this testimony given, that * he pleased God.” To him also way
granted a revelation, as yet unaccomplished, but intimately connected
with the great event of which he was about to be a type. I allnde to
his celelirated propheey, recorded by Jude: % And Enoch also, the
soventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Belold, the T.oml
cometh with ten thousand of bis saints to cxecnce judgment upon all,
and to convmee all that are wngodly among them, ol all thewr mgodly
deeds which they hiave ingodly committed. and of all thew hard speeches
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which ungodly simers have spoken against hin.”  Yon will sbserve that
it is the * Lord comes with his siints® to do (his 5 ¢ therefore, at nne
period cr another, they mmst ha.e joined Lim, as thay conld not come
with him “less they had previonsly met him.” It is a siilar passage
to the Hth verse of the 14th chapter of Zechariah: @ And the L.ard iny
God shall come, and all the saints with thee,” to exeente judgment on
these ungodly en.mies who ave fonnd gathered against Lim; at which
time, we are told in the following veres, “ And the Lord shall be king
over all the earth: in that day shall there be one TLord, and his nane
ONE.”  Tlms, then, from among men, this man of Giod is taken away,
leaving @ world fast settling down in fearful iniquity, as in Matt. xxiv. 39:
8o shall also the coming of the Noa of Man ' " «Llen shall two he
in the field, the one shall be taken and the othe . {t* ; and in the xxxv.
11: « Then they that were ready went it witk him lo the marriage ;
and the door was skut.”

‘We now come to the great apostacy, ¢ .crbed in the 6th chapter.
« The population of the earth had become gicat, and daughters were
horn nato them ; and the sons of God saw the danghters of men that
they were fair, and they took them wives of all which they chose. And
the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he
also is flesh : yet hi< days shall be an lnndred and twenty years. There
were giants in the carth in those days; and abo after that, when the
sons of God rame in unto the daughters of mer, and they bare to then,
the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. And
God saw that the wickedness of inan was great in the earth, and that
cvery imagination of the thonghts of his heart was only evil centinually.
The earth also was corrupt befere (ise, and the earth was filled with
violence, for all flesh had corrupted his way npon the earth.” This is a
frightful picture; but that it can be traced to pious people marrying
unconverted womnen, altiough it imay do the least violence to onr natural
id2as, and may be the easiest way of disposing of the difliculty yet expo-
sitors do not generally agree in this explanation.

There is a great and douhtful mystery w.2nging over the whole story ;
nor is it my intention to go very far in probing it: I wouid rather refer
to those who have written critically on the subject. Great part of the
argmnant turns on wio are these “sons of God”? who are the giants?
whither came they ? and what sort of iniquity could be so irredeemably
leavening, as to leave no alternative but to sweep every living creature
from cf the face of the earth? Noww, the most ancient view of the sub-
ject is, that these sons o' God were not hwmar heings at all, hut <ome
order of Angels.  The words + sons of God™ are never applicd in the
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Old Testament to any but angels. In Job i. C, they are introduced
thus: * Now, there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the Lord, aud satan came also among them ”; and
in chapter ii., the same account is given. And from this, it is manifest
this title was applied to angels as ¢rcated beingsy as the Hely Ghost
says of Adam—*who was the son of God by creation” (Luke iii. 38);
aud that the term was applied to Satan as well as other superlmman
beings, who, we know, are of many orders. And then these giants, cf
whom it adds (4th verse), “ the same becamne mighty inen, ieen of renown
whiel were of old,” shews that no commen production sprung from this
mixed alliance. It is no small evidence that some manuscripts of the
LXX. read (ungeloz) angels, instead of (wioz) sons; and it is certain
that the view, that there was an angelic intrusion, was held by the ancient
Synagogue and Churcli, by Joseplus, and by the most ancient of the
fathers, among whom, according to Kurtz, may be reckoned Justiu,
Clemens; Alex. Tertullian, Cyprian, &c. ; and that it was not till Augus-
tine, and Theodoret, and others of the fourth century, wrote agaiost it,
that the view was at all disputed. But in tlns, as well as in other points,
we often fnd the solution in the Bible itself. Now, Peter, as it seems
to me, refers to this event in 2 lIip. ii. 4-5: % For if God spared not
the angels that sinned, but cast them down to lell, and dehvered them
into chains of darkness to be reserved unto judgment, and spared not the
old world, but spared Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteous-
ness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the nngodly ; and turniug the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes, condemned them with an
overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that should after live
ungodly ; and delivered just Lot,” &c. And to the same eflect in Jude,
6th verse: “ And THE ANGELS which kept not their first estate, but loft
THEIR OWN HABITATION, he hath reserved in everlasting chaius, under
darkness, unto the judgment of the great day. [FEwem as Sodom and
Gomorrha, and the cities about them, i /eke manncer, giving themselves
over to fornication, AND GOING AFTER STRANGE FLESH, are set forth
for an example, sufering the vengeance of eternal fire.” Now, we have
in these ttvo passages, distinctly stated, an analogy between the iniquity
of certain angels and the inhabitants of certain cities ; and these latter
are declared to lave, 7n /il'e manncr, sinzed as the angels, by changing
tle whole course of nature, and going after <trange fiesh 3 and further,
their judginents are alike, calling for a dircet and premature manifesta-
tion of the wrath of God. Now, it is acknowledged that Satan and his
angels are wot the angels alluded to here. for we know that they are nor
in chains, but vet at liberty, and we are warned of the manner in which
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they are walking about, ** seekng” watehing, and effecting the destrue-
tion of mam ; consequently, they cannot be weant in this passage.  But
there is another text (1 Cor. xi. 10) where the apostie says— For this
cause ougiit the womnan to have a covering on her head because of the
angels.™  Now, what possible connection can we form hetween this com-
mand and the cause, but by falling back npon the remote tradition and
its abhorrent consequences, and that the |, eiling of females, as a custom,
runs into the farthest amiguity, and seems a memorial of precaution.

It is not agreeable to the olject of these discourses to further dwell
ou these passages. Those who wish to see the argnruents of the learned
on the subject may consult a whole host of anthorities that are epume-
vated in « Kurtz,” ou the “ Htistory of the Old Covenant”; and those
who seck a more simnle exposition can find it in the works of that
popular Bible Commentator, Kitto, in his ** Daily Bible Illustrations,”
under “ Ante-Diluvians and Patricrehs,” p. 129, And I think the sound
criticism of the former, and the plain exposition of the latter, may set any
one tolerably clear on the subject, and will shew on what is based the
whole Heathen Mythology, which cousists of lsgends, in which this
event is clearly the origin of the tale, and the introductioh of hero-wor-
ship. At any rate, it is a wore reasonable ground for comprehending
what must have been that disastrous ruin that spread its contagion through
the whole of the families on the earth but Noal’s; and how totally dif-
ferent from the ordinary ontbursts ol sin and violence that must have been,
which was pronounced as having changed the wlole course of nature.
It is suflizient for my purpose to establish a vast and universal apostacy,
salling for the direct interference of judgment; amd that, out of that
Judgent, God was able to deliver an elect remmaut, not by translating
them to heaven, but by preserving them alive through the judgment, and
establishing them anew npon the earth after his indignation had been
poured npou it.

The 7th chapter opens with Gad's appraval of Noah, as the only
vighteous one foud in that generation,  The means of his deliver-
ance was the ark, built not only at the command of God, but all
its proportions after the express dircetin of God; and herein, as in
all matters where God inmediatel lvings himself’ into divect dealing
with man, the most exphieit orders are given, and nothing is left for man
10 invent, alter, ur suggest, for His thonghts are not as man’s thonghts,
nor His ways man’s ways.  "This we shall more particularly observe in
the following dispensations : awd 1 ouly remark, in passing, that the same
mviwiable e of achon v discoverable i 2l the great emergencies
whete Go.d s interposed. Nl the reason is obvions ; for [e who
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brings the destmction can alone deliver; e who knows before the
the measure of the calamity, can alone find the adequate renedy,
Now, this may seem a very simple statement; but, becanse it is so
plain, it is very hard to receive. Man is forever ultering God’s plans,
either putting something to them, or taking something from them. ‘I'o
do just what God says, and no more, is the great practical resnlt of
faith. Faith never asks questions ; it obeys, and leaves the result and
consequences with God ; its langnage is. “1 know in whom T have
believed, and 1 am persuaded he is able to keep that which T have com-
mitted unto him against that day ” (2 Tim. i. 1:2).  Faith always hionors
God, because it trusts only in God.  We shall sce this all-important
doctrine meeting us in every stage of our considerations. If 1Znoch
walked with God, how :ust the daily preparation of this great ark have
kept the heart of Noah in continual commupien with God, and daily
contemplation of the solemn judginent that had been ncw foretold, and,
as is supposed, according to Gen. vi. 3, to have been fixed at the limit
of 120 years, called by St. Peter « the long-suffering of God waiti.ag in
the days of Noah while the ark was a preparing,”—that period in the
which Noah established the great title of a ¢ Preacher of Righteous-
ness” (2 Pet. ii. ), and fully warned the world of their coming doom.
And thus be went on, working and preaching, his actions fully illustrat-
ing his belief; « for they that do thexe things, Jeclare plainly that they
seek a comntry,” says St Paul. At last, the day of mercy closes:
« Neven days more,” saith Cod, “und the waters shall be upon the
earth.” What a week of fearful suspense! Iow persuasive, how im-
ploring must Lave been <hese last appeals of the great preacher! Ifow
he ninst have wept as he contemplated the hardened hearts of these
moekers ! At last, the order is given—* Cume thon and all thy honse
into the ak.” ¢ And the Lord shut him in,” verse 16 ;—yes, beloved,
there i~ the real secret of secnrity,—“ God shut him in.” And now
the ark, and its living freight, is the speeial object of Gods care; the
hairs of their head are all numbered. * Fear not, little flock ! it is your
I*ather’s yood pleasure to give you the kingdow.”  But, what terror now
seizes the world!  The same day were all the fountains of the great
decp broken up, and the fiood-gates of heaven were opened ; and the
rain *vas npon the earth forty days and forty nights. And the waters
prevailed aid bore up the ark, and it was lifted above the earth, What
a sight to a perishing world! Ts there no parallel to this? O yes!
»Then shall they see the sign of the Son of Man in heaven: and then
hall all the tibes of the carth mourn. and they shall see the Son ot
Man coming in the clonds of heaven with power and great glory. 1'o1
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as in the days that were before the flood they were cating and drinking,
mareying and giving in marviage, ntil the day that Noe entered into the
ark.  And the flood cume, and took them all away; so shall also the
eoming of the Son of Man be.  Then shall two be in the field ; the one
shall be taken aml the other left.  Wateh, therefore 5 for ye know not
at what hour your Lord doth come.”  Alas! the .ight of the aik, like
the future sign ol the Non of Man, is ouly the signal for a general mourn-
ing. Legret and repentance come too late. I will laugh at your
calamity 5 I will mack when your fear cometh, when vour fear cometh
as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a wiirlwind ; wheu distress
and anguish cometh upon you” (Prov. i. 26). Are men more watehful
now thun before the flood? or are they, as St. Deter says, willingly
ignorant ol the solemn example of the flood ! In short, how few [eople
there are that believe in the judgments ol God which are plainly revealed
as the close of this dispensation ! and it seews a thing incredible to them,
that, as God was pleased to punish the world with a most fearful judg-
ment, and yet deliver a remnant by a special act of grace, he may do
the same again. And they therefore insist that there can be no special
judgment, but that these clear prophecies of the world’s anguish and
despair, and the visitation of the wrath of the Lamb of God upon an
apostate church that has not abode in the goodness of God, are all to
be confounded with the judgment of the great white throne, described
in Rev. xx. 11-13, and of which and the description of these pre-mel-
lennial judgments there are not two things in common. Why should
it seem a thing ineredible to you, that, as God dealt once with the world,
he may yet a second time purge it? Surely, the words of Isaiak (xxviii.
22) may be applied to this geueration: ¢ Now, therefore, be ye not
mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for 1 have heard from ite
Liowp Gop of hosts, a cousumption, even determined upon the whole
earth.”

1 forbear to say more on this at present, a5 in * the Dispensation of
the Gruce ol God,” or the present one, * the times of the Cientiles”
wili be <o clearly traccd for you from seripture as to convince any can-
didl and unprejudieed inquirer that her day closes with such fearful and
appalling scenes as may well make the stontest heart to quail. 1 know
these are unpalatable doctrives; I know that the heart naturally turos
from thein with aversion; and that they are subversive of that siren
voice that lulls the sleeping virgins with ne Hattering note of “ peace
and safety,™ till at nndoight she is roused by the startling ery—¢ Behold
the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him ™ ; and then awakes to
the bitter rellection that her dream of peace was, as ler Master told
Ler, the sure precursar o » sudden destyyetion,™
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But, there is still a further ullusion to this seenc, made by the Apostle
Peter (1 Fpis. i‘i. 21), and cimbiracing a doctrine of the highest import-
once.  He says—* When once the long-ulfering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was a prepavmg, wherein few—that is,
cight sonls—were saved by water.  ‘I'he like figure, whereunto baptisin
dotb also now save us (not tue putting away of the filth of the flesh, bnt
the answer of a goud conscicuce toward God) by the resurrcetion of
Jesus Christ, who is gone into heaven, and is at the right hand of God ;
angels, and authorities, and powers being made subject unto him.”
"Thns, therefore, we may study the scene as a type of baptis, of which
ordinance the aposile at once stamps the importance,  Now, the pas-
sage requires a very careful examination, for upon it is built the ultra
view of baptisinal regeneration ; while, at the same time, it guards us
against trifling with the ordinance, as if it were a mere form of introdne-
tion into the outward or visible clhurch. Leighton, in his admirable
commentary on the First Epistie of Peter, expresses so thoroughly what
| mean that I shali quote his words (page 473): “'I'lns, then, we have
a true account of the power of this, and so of other sacraments, and a
discovery of the error of two extremes: (1) of those who aseribe too
much to them, as if they wrought by a natural, inherent virtue, and car-
ried grace in them inseparably 5 (2) of those who aseribe too little to
them, making them only signs and badges of onr profession.  Signs they
are, but more than signs mercly representing ; THEY ARE MEANS EXHI-
BITING, AND S£ALS CONFIRMING GRACE TO THE FAITHFUL. They
are, then, in a word, neither ewrpty signs to them who belicve, nor eff ec-
tual causes of gruce, to them who believe not.  Now, that which is
intended for our help, our carnal minds are ready to turn into a hinder-
ance and disadvantage. The Lord representing invisible things to the
eye, and eanfirming his promises even to visible seals, we are apt, from
the grossness of our spiritual hearts, instead of stepping up by that which
is earthly, to the Dmne Spiritual things represented, to stay in the out-
ward clement, and go no further.”

« The like fignre, whereunto baptism doth also now save us.” Here
again, then, we have the great and important feature of union and
identity in the plan of salvation. The ark and its vedeemed freight
sink or swim together. Christ and the Church ave in the same hoat ;
and, though the waters of the sea of Galilee may rise at the coming
down of the great storm of wind upon the lake; thongh the Master may
be asleep on the pillow, wearied and worn,in the hinder part of the ship;
and, to ontward appearanee, they may be in a great strait, nntil, in bit-
terness of distress, they may cry, © Weo prmln, ~-it is only to receive
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Ihe well-merited rebuke, and the solemmn demand of where was therw
faith, to suppose that what Chré.t had engaged to keey, the gates of hell
could ever prevail against.  'We see that the subjects of this blessing,
therefore, are those within the ark—Clristians or elievers; that
because the ark, or Christ, passed safely through the billows of the wrath
of God into resurrection, these believers are carried with bim out of that
wrath ; and that whereas he entered a haven of rest, or *“is gone into
heaven” (22nd versc), they are borne there also; and firther, that
whereas he is sitting on the right hand of God, the saved ones “are
made to sit together with him ”; and that, in the ordinance, it is not to
be understood that the filth of the flesh is put away, thés can only be
done by the blood of Christ; but it is the answer of a good copscience
towards God—an outward confession, as Paul saith (Rom. x.), unto
salvation, after a belief with the heart unto rightconsness, and is a most
significant and appropriate emblem of the great doctrine of Justification,
to which the apostle points when he says * by the resurrection of Jesns
Christ.” Now, the Apostie Panl, in Rom. 1v. 23, wnites— Who was
delivered for our offences,”—* bare our sins in his own body on the tree
(Peter), and was raised again for our justilication.” And here it is that
the answer of a good consciencc comes in, for we are told in the Hebrew
Epistle (chap. x.), that herein lay the impotency of all the ritual sacri-
f:ces, that they failed (o give the conscience peace. But, if 1 have
savingly received the doctrine, and unite inyself by faith to the sacrifice
of Christ,—the Hely Ghost, whose oflice it is “to take of the things of
Christ and shew them unto us,” at once conveys the full eflicacy of the
three great passages of atonement, to wit: 1st. The satisfaction of the
penalty due to sin; “ Christ died for our sins according to the scrip-
tures” (1 Cor. xv. 3). 2nd. The acceptance of the atonement proved
by the resurrection, and the consequent * justification” of the believer
(Rom. iv. 25). And 3d. The ascension of Christ Jesus to the right
nhand of the Father is the assurance of the complete acceptance of al
for whom Clirist died, of which the Holy Ghost is witness, and by his
in-dwelling in the bodies of believers, becomes the earnest of their eter-
nal inheritance, and enables the conscience to “ rejoice with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory receiving the end of their faith, even the salvation
of their souls™ (1 Peter i. 9) And, so perfect and complete in the
mind of God is this Rcdcmptwn, Justification, Acceptance, and Saznc-
lification, that the Apostle John says (1 John iv. 17), «Because As
HE IS8, so ARE WE v THIS WoRrLD.” Lzt me ask yon, believer
in Christ, did you ever read this passage before ? ond, reading it, did
vou ever think of its meaning? and, thinking of its meaning, do you



48

heiieve it Aye, do yon believe that the Lternal regards you, a poor,
failing, short-coming, but redeemed sinner, as so aceepted in the Beloved,
that as He is, seated in the leavenlies, in all the perfection of Right-
eousness, s0 «r¢ YOU now regarded by your Heavenly Father; not by
and by ! hereafter! “srr NOW IN TS wortp ARE /ike Jesus.”
If you do, you know God; you belicve the Neriptures; you exalt Christ
Jesus. 1f you do not, “you make God a liar, for you do not believe
the record that Giod has given of His Son” (I John v. 11-15). Let
me ask you, then, where am I to look for the answer of a good con-
science towards God by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is gone
into heaven, &ec.? and which the believer is said to exemplify unto sal-
vation by the obedience unto baptism, which ordinance, as has been
shewn from Scripture, signifieth the burial and. resurrection of Jesus
Chirist, for the justification of the Church? Shall 1 find it in the bap-
tized and unconscious infant of the present day? You know well I shall
not. And for this reason, an ordinance replete with meaning, full of
consolation and joy, ¢ an ontward and visible sign, of an inward and spi-
ritual grace,” is nade ‘the tool of a eaningiess introduction into the
Church. I call it .ncaningless, because there is no dissenter, who pre-
tends to use this ordinance after (what he calls) a seriptural fashion, but
will tell you that the subject of this ordinance ix not a member thereby
of the Church, but is simply put under the charge of the Church, or
dedicated ; that an ordinance, which sets forth my justification by a risen
Jesus, and conveys to my soul the answer of a good conscience from
what my Saviour has done for me, is made to mean nothing at all. And
the anomaly becomes worse as you carry a dissenter’s scheme out ; for,
as he only baptizes the children of believers, and refuses the children of
the unconverted, the curious, but every-day circumstance occurs, that
the young privileged baptized one runs a race of such worldliness as to
put him outside the arena of moral men, much more cf the Church;
while the unconscious infant who had been refused because of his worldly
parents, called by the grace of (od, and converted, on application for
church fellowship, and discovery of his unbaptized condition, is now
required to express his faith in the ordinuzce which his soul has learned
to give a willing assent unto.  And what may I ask is this but BELIEVER
Barrism?!  And what possible good have yon eflected by the baptism
of the wretched sinner whom you received with such cereimony in the
days of his unconsciousness, and who now scorns yon.

I know T tread on most sensitive gromnd while I thus express the
truths comected with this <olemn subject.  But «if I pleased men,” ae
Sty Pand says, T should not be tue cervent of Christ,™  And as the
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subject comes prommently before us in our course, and has been so em-
phatically alluded to by the apostle, it was our duty before Giod to see
whether our views were seriptural or not.  You may soon judge whether
your baptism lias availed you anything or uot. Ilas it couveyed to your
soul the answer of a good conscience towards God? If not, the Scrip-
ture tells you that it has not accomplishcd what it was intended to do,
and was therefore useless. Now, there is perfect econsistency in the
exposition given by the great National Establislinent of baptism ; for in
her catechism she pointedly asks, What the preparation is for a right
reception of the ordinance? aud she teaches her disciple thus: « 1le-
pentance whereby we forsake sin, and faith whereby we stedfastly believe
the promises of God wade (o us in that ordinance.” Can anything be
more scriptural? Secondly, she teaches further, that in baptism the
recipient was made “a member of Cinist,” “a child of God,” and “an
inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Aud does Peter and Paul say less? By no means. And, did those
churches vigidly keep up to their PREREQUISITE and their CONSE-
QUENCE, they might safely challenge thc whole body of Dissenters
to face those truths, and refute them. Dut,alas! their practice is not
agreeable o their declaration, for the application of these rich seriptural
truths are inade by proxy tha property of all. Repentance and faith
are ascribed, on the declaration of sponsors, as effectual on behalf of the
infant, who is pronounced “rcgcnerated ” thereby. And, conscquently,
three distiuct vows are madc ou its behalf—vows fully in accordance
with Regencration, and wutterly impracticable without it, viz.: 1st.
That they will renounce the devil and al Lis works, the pomps and
vanities of this wicked world, and all the senful lusts of the flesh.
And to this agree the words of St. Jolm (1.Ep. ii.), “ If any mnan love
the world, the love of the Tather is not in him. T or all that is in the
world, the lust of THE FLESII, and the lust of 11E EYES, and THE PRIDE
OF LIFE, is not of the Father, but of the world.” But he adds: « What-
soever is BORN OF Gob overcometh the world: and this is the victory
that overcometh the world, eveu our faith, 'Who is he that overcometh
the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God.” 2udly.
That they will keep all Gods holy law and commandments. 3vdly.
That they will walk in the same all the days of their life. And this 15
expressly what St. Paul quotes as a consequence of the new covenant
(Heb. x. 16): « 1 will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds
will I write them ; and their sing and their iniquities will I remember no
more.” Now, all this would be most desirable, if it was anly true. But
these regeneraled infants turn out most wn-regenerated yomths, and,
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wnstead of renouncing the ponps and vanities of this wicked world, there
is no pomp, vanity, or pride of life pertaining to to « this wicked world
they do not covet, and if they have the means, that they do not obtain,
* as their fathers did, so do they.” And what becomes of the baptism,
and of the regeneration, and of the three mighty gifts communicated—
* their membersluy of Christ,”  their sonship of rod,” and ¢ their inhe-
ritorship of the Kingdom of Heaven ”? If it was true once, it must Le
true always ; ¢ for the gifts and the calling of God are without repent-
ance ” (Rom. xi. 29).

But it is not true, as every day’s experience proves. And, I hesi-
tate not to say, there has been no doctrine that has made more Dissent-
ers than this National Baptism, followed hy a National Confirmation,
which creates a National Church, which does away with the world ; for
the world is the Church.

But what, my brethren, have Dissenters done for us? Staggered
and alarmed at what tley saw before them, they set to work to reform
the evil ; which they attempted to do, Nor by keeping as much of the
truth as there was, and pointing out where the error lay, and shewing
that the inconsistency was in tle practice, not in the doctrine—in the
application, and not in *@ theory. But, they must needs rush into the
opposite extreme, which compels them to nullify their own order, times
without number, as I have shewn above, till some, dissatisfied with the
vesult of it, have said, and written, that the ordinance was a mere form.

But, as some of the arguments in favor of infant baptism, in the case of
the childrer of believers, are said to be founded on the Secriptures, it is
our duty to see how far the usage is, or is not, supported thereby. In
the first place, the advocates assume that the terms of the new covenant
canuot be less extensive than the old; and if under that the children
were immediately brought into eovenant relationship, why not under the
new? And seeondly, it is further aftirmed that the offspring of believers
are holier than that of the thoughtless and unconverted—¢ A holy seed,”
as it is called—and you are referred, for proof. to 1 Cor. vii. 14: « For
the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the believing
wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean ; but
naw are they holy.”

As to the first, I suppose it will be acknowledged by all that the old
covenant was made with Abraham and with his posterity after the flesb,
and that a descendant of that patriarch was in the covenant from the
mere [act of his birth; as Paul says, “ A Heirrew of the Ilebrews,”’—
that is, a pure-blonded Tsraelite ; and the siGN of the covenant was in
the rirsy (Gen, xviiy 10 13), Now, let us look at the supposed ana-
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logy. 'The grace of God introduces certain persons, throngh a living
faith in Christ Jesus, into a new covenant; and they are, in consequence.
called in Scripture “believers™ (Acts v. 14), “saints” (Rom. i. 7),
# sons and danghters of the TLord Almighty” (2 Cor. vi. 18, 1 John
iii. 2).  Now, certain of these believers “ marry in the Lord—i. r..
with each other—aad their children are said to be born in the covenant.
Tn the covenant of what?—the flesh or the spirit? Certainly not the
flesh, for that covenant is done away ; certainly not the spirit, for there
is no such thing as generation in the spirit, save by the IToly Spirit, by
whom the parents themselves were born ¢ the children of God, throngh
the incorruptible seed of the word of God” (1 Peter i. 23). But the
Apostle aul tells us that all « were by nature the children of wrath?
(Eph. ii. 3).  And carely John iii. 6 settles the matter—¢That which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the spirit is spirit”
as also the 1st chapter and 13th verse—« IWiich weere born NoT oF
BL.oon ” (i. e., Nov from Father to Son, not by descent), “nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Now, how beau-
tifully do the apostles write about the infants of the new covenant !
Panl calls them ¢ babes in Christ” (1 Cor. iii. 1). TPeter says (1 Ep.
ii. 2), % As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby.” John writes to them (1 Ep. ii. 11-13), « My
little children,” &e. But who are these? is it this privileged class of
the natural-born children of belicvers?  Assuredly not; but those whom,
Paul says, are “ begotten throngh the gospel” (1 Cor. iv. 15); and John
also (1 Ep. v. 18), “ Begotten of God,” &c. Now, let us look at the
text on which these ofspring of believers are said to be holy. Paul
supposes two cases—a believing woman who finds herself yoked to ar
unbelieving husband, and a believing husband yoked to an unbelieving
wife ; and the question arose whether they were to ve separated, and
the apostle decides—No; for, he argues, referring to the ceremonial
law of “clean and unclean,” and “sanctified and holy,” that she ix
not defiled by her union with this heathen, for that the institution of
marriage being an ordinance of (iod, the woman is not defiled by eating
and drinking and living with this infidel, or heathen, as it was at that
time; and then he adds—Tor if the marriage is not sanctified (that i,
clean) to the believer, on the same principle the children are unclean ;
but, it the marriage is sanctified or clean, the children are clean or holy,
and the woman is no more defile¢ by the children than she is by the
husband, for both relationships—wife and husband, mother and son—are
of God; and he concludes by saying, that if the husband die, she may
marry again, but under this restriction—¢ only in the Lord ” (32th ver<e).
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Now, I can safely say that the nse of these words, ¢ sanctitied,” © -
clean,” and ¢ lioly,” are used more than fifty timnes in the sense they arc
here explained ; and you may just as well say this infidel heathen was
sanctified to God as the children ; and as you know it is not true of the
one, neither is it of the other.

There is now only one more argument to sustain the practice, and
this relies on what is termed “ household baptism ”—that is, where, on
the vecord of one iodividuai being converted, the baptism of kis whole
house followed. Now, these examples are—Ist in Acts xvi., the con-
version of Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened, and who was baptized,
“and her household.” Now, there is not the slightest evidence to prove
that the woman was marricd at all, but cverything to shew that she wasnot ;
for, had she been married, we should certainly not have had the husband
classed among 1eR household.  And, moreover, you generally find, that,
wlhiere women are especially mentioned, their estate are mentioned also ;
as ¢ Peters’ wife” and “ the mother of James,” ¢the mother of Zebe-
dee’s children,” “the wife of Chusa”; and if they are widows, it is
stated alio—as, “ Anna was a widow.” Now, as the description of
Lydia is only as “a seller of purple,” a person in business, she natnrally
had assistants in her house to carry on her trade, and they doubtless
believed like their mistress. In the case of the jailor (23rd and 34th
verses of the same chapler), it is said that « they spake mnto him the
word of tue Lord, and To ALL that were in his house”; then ¢ le and
all his are baptized straightway, and (it adds) REJOICED, BELIEVING IN
(GoD, WITH ALL HIS 110USE”: therefore, ALL Ins HOUSE were undoubt-
edly entitled to be baptized. Tastly, the houseliold of Stephanas, whom
Paul baptized (1 Cor. i, 16): in their case, a'so, it is quite as strong as
the jailor’s family, for (in the same Epistle, xvi. 15) ¢ the house of Ste-
phanas had addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints”; so that
not only does this house believe with all their hearts, but ordained them-
selves, for that is the real word (cfazan) which is eliways uscd, either
as appointed or orduained ; and I cannot conjecture why the word
« addicted” is put in, unless, perhaps, the example might lead to the
unclerical fashion of the saiuts “ordaining themsclves tc the nifnistry.”
“ Would GGod (as Moses says) all the Lords’ servants were prophets,”
and that they would see their responsibility hefore God to edify one
another and exercise the gifts, which they may be burying, and for which
one day they have to give the Master rigid account. But, to return:
where, in all this, is the scriptural authority for the baptism of infants,
either those of believers or unbelievers? I seeitnot. But you say,
# What will you do, then, for your children?™ Do for thein? what
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should 1 do, but train them up in the nurture and adwonition of the Lord !
and when I see them truly receiving Jesus into their hearts by faith, and
they know the death on Calvary and the burial and resurcection of Jesus,
they will learn to obey him, who saith “ He that BELIEVET and is bap-
tized shall be saved; and he that believeth not”—observe, now, there
is not a word said about baptizing where there is no belief! it is added,
“ shall be damned.” Now, had the command, according to the ahnost
univeisal prac'ice, read—¢ He thot is baptized und believes, shall be
saved ; but he that is baptized ar.d does not afterwards believe, shall be
damned,” the whole controversy would end. But, rest assured, as long
as the Scripture stands as it does, there will always be, while the Church
is on earth, a testimony—despised, abhorred, and insulted, I grant you,
but yet a testinony !—a living testimony for the truth as it is in Jesus
“ Believe and be baptized every one of you in the name of the Lord
Jesus for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost” (Acts ii. 38),

I shall, for the present, leave the subject; and, as we are now come
to the close of the Ante-Diluvian Dispensation, let me draw your atten.
tion, before I conclude, to the distinet features of typica! ~ophecy that
have been illustrated, and which will appear in the sueceeumg Dispensa-
tions with greater developments, nntil we come t3 the fulfilment of some,
and the more lucid and particular explanations of others; and yet the
same truths.

And, Ist. We learn “ that we all bear the image of the earthy” (1
Cor. xv. 49). “And Adam begat a son, in his own likeness after his
image.”

2nd. We see the two great religions in the world—the Natural and
the Spiritual—the Religion of Works, and the Religion of Faith,—the
doctrine of  Atonement” in contrast to ¢ Self-Llighteousness™; and
this brings out ¢ the offence of the cross,” and they who are persecuted
for righteonsness’ sake.

3rd. On apostacy setting in, an election according to grace is called
out “in Seth ; for God, said she (Eve), hath appointed me another seed
instead of Abel” the slain one, who is

4th. A type of those who suffer with Jesus, who shall also reign with
him (2 Tim. ii. 12); « And they who sleep in Jesus, whom God will
bring with him” (1 Thess. iv. 14).

5th, 'he RAPTURE of the LIVING SAINT in the person of Enoch, who
foreshadows those of whom it is said, “ We which are alive and remain
shall be saught up, together with them, in the clonds to meet the Lord
in the air; and so shall we ever be with the T.ord ™ (1 Thess, iv. 17}.
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Gth, We see the climax of the apostacy, or utter degeneracy of the
Dispensation.  “ All flesh corrupted his way npon the earth?; « [vil
men and sedncers wax worse and worse’” (2 Timothy iii. 13); which
brings on

Tth. The jucgment on the Dispensation when “ the iniquity is come
to the full,

8th. A remnzii according to grace saved out of the midst of the
overthrow, and preserved by God as the gerin or seed of a new Dispen-
sation.

Let me now ask, brethren, whether, wiile looking over the great
chasm of tiine, and wandering over these Ante-Diluvian records of ter-
rible scenes and terrible consequences, does a solemn awe pervade ovr
minds? Do we rise from the suene as if we had been examining curious
relics of far-gone ages? or does something akin to solemn horror strike
your soul when you think of these iyriads, of whom it is said timt in the
prisor-house of despair they wait the judgment of the great day. Alas!
sirs, I fear it is too true with many of you what Abraham said to Dives,
“ Though one went unte them from the dead they would not Lelieve.”
No! I solemuly beheve that were there now to be granted to us a
vision of one, just as he lc”. the earth four thousand years ago, with atl
the despair that perishing in the wild waters left on his haggard coun-
tenance,—I say, it he stood before us, and could tell what the anguish
was that panic-struck the whole creation, when the flood-gates of heaven
were opened, and the fountains of the great deep released from the fiat,
“ Ilitherto slalt thou comne but no further, and here shall thy proud
waves be stayed,” rose up in monntain waves, and with the roar of vic-
tory rushed upon the carth, as if once inore reclaimirg their ancient reign
at Chaos; if he could picture the mute, statue-like horror with which
men stood aghast while thc contending elements drowned the wildest
shrieks of perishing sinners; and if hz could add to this the tale of the
gloomy ages he'had passed in the prison of il doomed, and could in
solemn accents repeat the words of Christ—¢}.%¢e asin the days that
were before the llood, they were eating and drn.biug, narrying and giv-
ing in marriage until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and krew
not until the flood came, and took them all away ; S0 SHALL ALSO THE
comisc oF THE SoN oF MAN Be.” And if, ere the v :tehed one
went from us to return again to the region of darkness and of woe, he
were to add— Be warned by me and my eternal wretchedness, and
remember it is written for you, ¢ Therefore be ye also ready: for in such
an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh’” ;—tell me, would
you repent ! would the sight make you you shake off the stupor of this
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world lethean slumber? would you ask yourself, What is this spell that
drowns my senses, dims my sight, binds me like a galley-slave to the
cursed launch, to toil and row in the stream of this world’s ways till [
drop senseless at the oar ! Ilow long would the revival last npon you?
"I'ill to-morrow? To-morrow shall find you out of the influence of the
awakening voice; and then T see you, not the anxious inquirer who a
few hours ago scemed only to live and hang upon the words of eternal
tife. Alas! how changed! Once more, the world has him. The keen
bargain! the immense profit! the certain speculation! the sinooth-ton-
gued trade, has done its work—its fatal work! Iuiersed with sordid
care, he returns ¢ like a sow to her wallowing in the mire.” Farewell !
‘T'hou art like Ephraim of old, of whom God said— O Ephraim, what
shall T do unto thee? O Judah, what shall T do unto thee? for your
goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away ”
(Hos. vi. 4). One word more, by the Prophet Amos, and I have done :
« T Lve overtarown some of ycu, as Gud overthrew Sodom and Gomor-
rah, a1 ye were as a firebrand plu <ed out of the burning: yet have yu
not returned unto e, saith the Lord, Therefore thus will I do unto
THRE, O Israel : 2nd becanse I will de this unto thee, PREPARE TO
MEET THY GOD, O ISRAEL.”
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FOURTH LECTURE.

“THE PATRIARCIIAL DISPENSATION.

-— e—— -—

‘We are new to enter on the Patriarchal Dispensation, a name well
adapted to the character of the record; for, as was explamed of the
word Genesis, as opening up the ¢ birthday * of all things, so now of
the Patriarchy, we have to trace the establishment of the tleads<hips, m
Prince of the families, of the earth, for the word Patriarch signifies © the
licad of the family.” Tt is applied to Abrak:amn, as head of the Lsracl-
ites; to David, as the head of the house or dynasty of David; to the
sons of Jacob, as heals of the twelve tribes, &e.  The events, there-
fore, of the dispensation are confined to the revelations commnnicated,
and scenes transpiring among these ancestal prinees or heads.  Ilow
truly refreshing is the word with which the eighth chapter opens—* And
22 7o MEMBERED Noah, and EVERY LIVING THING, and ALL CATTLE
that was with him in the ark.”  All creation Lives in the book of his
r2membrance.  \We see oursclves; ITe sees the beundless variety of
every living,and therefore dependent, creature.  Ilow touchingly on this
noint does the Tord reason with Jonah: « And shoull not J spare Nine-
veh, that great city, wherein are more than six score thonsand persons
that cannot discern between their right Land and their left hand (7. .
little children), and «/so muci catrie?”  1le who thinks that this
poor, groaning, oppressed animal creation are subjects of indifterence to
Giod, and that they may be abused and destroyed by the master wnder
whose dowminion they are placed. will find that their Creator will exact
a retribution for the wanton cruelty of their oppressors when they least
expect it.  But, with this new germ of the creation, a new chronology
i5 established — the former things have passed away,” and the new
things date with the new man: so in the 13th verse we read, ¢ Aud it
came to pass in the six lnmdredth and tirst year, in the first month, the
first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the carth 5 anl
Noah removed the covering of the wk.”  As with the ante-diluvian
warld ehironology takes its canut from the bicth of the first iman, so now
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they recken from the birth of the redeemed second man. We find
ilie seventh chapter and 11th verse, that ¢ the fountains were opened. i
the six handredth year of Noal's life, in the second month, the 17th
day of the month; so in the passage before us, the date of the restora-
tion of the carth—or, as it reads, * the earth dricd”—was in the 601st
year, Ist month, Ist day, the exact age of Noah. In the same manner,
we shall find the Mosaic Dispensation commencing its count of the days
of the year from the day of its deliverance (I2xodus xii. 2): «This
month shall be unto you the beginning of onths; it shall be the first
month of the year to you.,” So again in the finished work of redemy-
tion by Cluist Jesas, the [loly Npirit reckons from the day of reswrec-
tion (Acts xiii. 33) : ¢ God hath fultilled the same nato us their children,
in tiat he raised np Jesus again”; as it is also written in the second
P<ahin, © Thou art my Son, this duy have T begotten Thee.”  This is
an interesting fact, as shewing that time has to do with man, and not
with things; that the world was made for man, and not man for the
world.

At the eommand of God, Noah entered the ark—¢ Come thou and
all thy house into the ark”; and at the eommand of God ke leaves it—
« (o forth of the ark thou and thy wife and thy sons and thy sons wives
with thee 3 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, &e.
And Noah went forth ™ (16th and 17th verses). \With what certainty
we move when God calls! We pay fly our ravexs, and we may
watch our voves, and gather our indications, bat nothing stands in the
place of God's own * Come thou!? and “Go thou!”  And if we were
more attentive to this sull small voice of the word of (iod, we should
hear {ess of indications, and mcre of positive commands,

1t is blessed to see that the first reeorded act of the patriareh of the
Luman family, is that e « builied an altar, and oflered burnt offerings of
every clean beast and of every clean fuwl™ therein acknowledging his
redemption by God, and testifying that the grace of God, and that alone,
had saved this rempant out of the judament of this great tribulation.
And cqually blessed is it to read i tiie 21st verse, that “the Lord
smelled a savour of rest” (se¢ margin}, A SWEET FORETASTE OF CHRIST,
that true burnt offering, which satisiies God and saves man, so that the
T.ord can say in his heart, * 1 will not again carse the ground any more
for man's sake 3 for the imagination of men’s heart is evil from his youth”;
and upon thix, Tle establishes the covenant, * that while the earth
remaineth, seed-time and harvest. and cobl and heat, and swmner and
wuter, and day and night sholl not ccase™; wnd lie gives the token—

w do sct my bow in the clond and it shall be for a token of a covenant
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between me and the earth.”  Now, it is well worthy of note, that when
the “ door is opened in heaven ™ the first thing revealed is the throne,
and “ one that sat on the throne, who to look upon was like a jasper and
a sardine stone: and there was a raiNow round about the throae,”
the token of our coven.at-keeping Giod (Ilev.iv.3). May not the
children of God take up the langvage of David and say, * Although my
liouse be not so with God (and . hose louse is?), yet he Latl wade with
me an EVERLASTING COVENANT, ordered in all things and
SGRE: for this is ali my salvation, and all my desire,” &e. O, yes!
« these sure mercies of David” are sealed to us, by an eternal covenant
with the Fathier and Tlis Son Christ Jesus, cur glorious 1Iead.

The 90 chapter gives the fist promulgoted laws concerning the
future human famly.  Afte &+ Liewing conrained in the st verse,
dominion is put iute man < hin’, over the ereadions bnt, ou how diiler-
ent a tenure i— The Jeur of yon aud the diead of you shall be upon
every beast of the cz.th, and upra every fowl of tle air: into your
hand are they detisered.”  What ur unenviable royalty ! Sarely mau
may well take the titi. givzu by Jerzamiudi ¢ ix.3) to the priest Pashur—
“ T'he Lord thy God hatl called thy name Mazgor-missabib,” 7. ¢, ¢ Fear
round about.” And so the dominion, iustead of one of love, and the
natural drawing of the crcature to its protector, degenerated into what
James calls | . 7) % TAMING every Lind of beasts, and of birds,” &e.
Mark the word ¢ tamed,” it tells the tale, how sin has bronght in a
thorough revulsion of feeling between man and the creation.  DBut will
italways be so? No! When ITe comes 1> whom the sceptre belongs,
then “ the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shail lie
down with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion, and the fatling
together ; and a little child shall lead them.” 1Is there no happiness in
the contemplation of the inauguration of this true * Gilgal™ or ¢ tevo-
lution,” the rolling of the reproach off’ the face of all people, this day,
when nature shall glide again into its old I2den channel ?  Ifow good
and gracious of God, not 1o sulfer man to pass altegether from the world
with no record cf Lim, but a “curse” and a “ groan,” a “fear’" and a
“dread ™ of him.

In the 3rd verse, the food of mankind is thenceforward described
« Lvery moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the
green herb have T given you all things.” "The difference in animals fit to
cat, and not fit to cat, are fully described by Moses (Lieviticus xi.) under
“clean” and “unclean.” We see the difference between the food
raised for man in Fden (Gen. i. £9) and the eularged pevmissicn in
the verse just quoted; and sowe have supposed that it was not until
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a’ter the deluge that Cood alfowed man to eat the esh of aumals, T
the 1th verse Noah was at the same time enjomed not to eat the blood
ol any animal, as the blood was +* the Life thereof,” awd should be poured
out before God who gave that life.  Far apart from the time ol this
command we find the apostle, in Acts xv. 20, laying on the church of
the Gientiles, and the bretliren, an obligation not to cat of anything
which was strangled or contained blood.  No we see that God had not
then blotted ont the command given to Nouhj and here arises a ques-
tion, how far Christians are justilied now in indulging their taste Ly cat-
ing blood, as is constantly done. I do not see the command revoked !
LLaving thus explained why the blood, as the life, was in a sense conse-
crated to God, the sixth verse annomnces “ And stRELY yonr blood of
your lfe will [ require.  Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his
blood be shed.”  And this is still further enforced in Numb. xxxv, 31—
“ Moreover ye shali take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer which
is gulty of death: but he shall be surely put to death.”  "L'he argmment,
theretore, uplield by so any, that the spectacle of capital punishment
for murder is demoralizing, is for waa to pretend to be wiser than God;
and the solemn fact deelared in the 23d verse—+ I"or blood, it defileth
the land! and the land cannot be cleaused of the blood that is shed
therein, but by the loud of him that shed 11 ”—is the true cause why
we have witnessed in countrics where the law of the land was made
abortive to reach the guilty perpetrators, God has come in and slain bis
thousands.  And whenever we shall witness the abolition of the punish-
ment of death for mmrder, let that land expect that the itightcous Lord
will become his own exccutioner ; and woe to the people in such a case!

Thus have we set before us the opening scene of this new dispensa-
tion, ¢ T'he earth that now is,” emerging from its fewrful baptisin, is in
itseaf typical of the yet future baptism by lire, announced by Peter (2
Ep. iii. 7), and of that * new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth
righteonsness.”  There has passed over 4210 years since this most
fearful judgment, and men have gradually sunk into the predicted con-
dition of the * last days.” characterized as “saying, Where is the pro-
mise of his coming ! and “my Tord delayeth his coming.”

Upon this seenc, and under the fresh deelarations of God's will to
man (the law of creation, as it may be termed), the patriarch Noal i~
presented to us as the one in whom the dispensation is set up, but, as in
the case of everything entrusted to man, failure immediately comes in ;
~0 it is humlling 10 read of this great * Dreacher of Righteonsness,”—
this man, of whon it is said, as of his ancestor 12nach, that ie ¢ walked
with God.™  » Noah began to be an bushandman, and lie planted a
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vineyard,  And he drauk of the wine, and was drunken; and he was
uncovered within his tent.”  Ifow terrible are the transitions of sin!
As with the first parent, so with the second 3 “ good lor food” and
* pleasant to the eyes™ is enough 1o seduce him, and the process to sin
is natnral and easy—av Nt. James says (i, 11-15), “ Kvery man is
TEMPTED, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  Then
WIEN LUST UATII CONCEIVED, it BRINGETH FORTI sin: And s8Iy,
WIIEN 1T IS FINISHED, BRINGETHH FORTH DEATHL”  Ilow safe the
instraetion, therefore, » Abstain from all appearanee of evil”*! (1 Thess.
v. 225, But the beginning of sin, like “the beginning of strife, is as
when one letteth out water.,”  Giod alone knows wwhen it will stop ; and
in this lamentable debaneh, the dive eflects of it are seen to this day.
Noah, desecnding from the dignity of his high and distinguished eharac-
ter, gives the opportunity for the first dariug outrage on the reverence
due to a parent from his child ; and Llam mockeil his father’s nakedness,
T'he failure now assumes a shape in which judzment must come in; the
patriarchal government is dishonored ; the liest great law of nature liul
been seandalously insnlted 5 and Noah rising, as the representative of this
Divinely-honoured relation hip, pronounces the withering eurse that has
clung unto Canaan and lis seed for ever— A\ servant of servants shall
he be unto his brethren.,”  Aund the doom of servitude lias been the
portion of the children of Ham ever since ; and even the mild and mer-
ciful doctrine of the gospel, professedly adopted by Christendom, has rot
yet succeeded in persuading the sons of Japhet to ameliorate its severity.
"This prophecy for four thousand years has gone on, rather growing in
intensity than diminishing ; and I should not feel justitied in passing from
the subject wichout earnestly asking the eonsideration of my brethren to
the too-well-established fact, that not only the FIRST GREAT siv and
ITS CURSE, eomnmitted on the « earth that now is,” was traceable to the
sin of drunkenness, but that the long black catalogue of crimes, of deep-
est dye and most revolting cliaracter, that has disgraced humanity, with
all the deadly results that have flowed therefrom, for the most part owe
their origin to the indulgenee in this fatal lust. And if there is any sin-
eerity in the oft-repeated prayer, ¢ lead us not into temptation,” let it
be reruembered that they are entering into temptation when they look
on “the wine when it is red, when it giveth its colonr in the cup; at
the last it bitcth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.”  Methinks
tiat, as the lip touchcs the brim of the glass, their ear may hear the dull
eclio of the groan of 4000 years of slavery ; while the long array of
victims to this sensual Moloch pass before them,—the murderers and the
murdered, the adulterers and their dupes, the seducers and their ruined,
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the broken-hearted wives, the distracted mothers, the diseased, famished
and deformed oflspring ;—there they are! a pyramid worthy of  the
kingdom of darkness,” a holocaust to Satan.

As the first part of this triple prophecy has had a literal fuifilment.
s0 also we see by the xi. 10-32, that the descendants of Shen were the
blessed of the Lord, and God was pleased to reveal himself as the God
of thut especial family, by whiel 1e is designated by oar Lord 1lim-clf
(Matthew xxii. 32), “ I ain the God of Abrahain, and the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob ”; also Exod. iii. 6. And very remarkable is it 1o
trace, that the destiny of Japlet has also had a very precise and very
full accomplishment—¢ God shall cnlarge Japhet, and he shall dwell in
the tents of Shem, and Canaan shall be his servant.” 1 need only say.
that the boast of one of the families of Japhet—that to which we belong
—is, that the sun rever sets on our dominions ; equully true is it that
his dwelling is in the tents of Shem, and that Canaan is his servant.
Thus, we meet with a very ancicut prophecy having a clear, continuous,
and literal fulfilinznt 5 and it is important that we mark this fact, for by
the impression ade upon our minds by the gradial unfolding of the
counsels of God, we become imperceptibly sehooled to the simplicity of
little children, and our hearts are established in the faith of revelation.

The 10th chapter enumerates the heads of * the families of the sons
of Noah after their gencrations, in their nations: and that by these werz
the nations divided in the . arth after the flood” (32d verse), of which
we may remark liere, that, in this sub-division of the families of mankind,
an over-ruling pov.er was cxercised, and a plan ordained cessistent with
God’s future purposes concerning the children of Israel, and which is
related by Moses (Deuteronony xxxii. 8), “ When the Most High
divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of
Adam, he sct the bounds of tha people according to the number of the
cluldren of Israel,” so that their future locality and the important part
they were to act in the world’s history was decreed from the beginning,
and, as L shall shew you, is still to form the centre of the world’s des-
tiny in the future. Let us not, therefore, be surprised when we come
to the dispensation more peculiarly dealing with Israel's future history
to find that the earth’s long looked for blessings, and the glory of the
millenniai age, only get their fuliihnent when that prophecy meets its
accomplishment : ¢ In that time shall the PRESENT BE BROUGHT unto
the LORD of Ifosts of A PEOPLE scattered and peeled, and from a
people tercible from their beginning hitlerto ; a nation METED ouT and
trodden under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled to the place of
the name of the LORD of Hosts, Tite Mount Ziox” (Tsai. xviii. 7).
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The oc~esion of this sub-division of the families of the sons of Noah
is related in the 11th chapter; and, as far as the declared purpert
announced ¢n the plains of Shinar informs us, these three clencnts in
their desigi are prowminext : defiance of God,—vain glory,—and coufrder-
acy,—the three ingredients that eonstitute now as then, the rebelhon of
mankind : ¢ And they saill, Gn to, let us build us a eity and a tower,
wiose top may reach wnto hraven ; and let us make us a wame, lest
we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.,”  We read
in the subscauent verzes how God regarded this transaetion, and broke
up their confederncy. “ And the LORD said, Bebold the people i
one, and they liave all one langnaze ; and TIIIS THEY BEGIV TO D
and NOW NOTHING W.LL BE RESTRAINCD FROM THEM, which they
HAVE IMAGINED TO Do. (io to, let us go down, and there confound
their language, that they may not understand one another’s specch.  **»
the T.crd scattered them abroad from thenee upon the face of afl th-
earth : and they loft off to build the city. herefore is the name of it
called Babel (or Confusion), beeause the LORID did tiwre confound
the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter
them abroad upon the face of the earth.” The swmming up of Ged,
of ithe work of this confrderacy, was— Now, nothing will be restrained
from them which they have imagined to ¢o.”

It would be difficult to find a sente-ice more explanatary of the chor-
acter of the present times than tiis very description. 1t is the vauut of
the present age, the gigantic proportions and novelty of its enterprises.
‘When Morse sueceeded in transmitting electric fluid without any per-
ceptible difference of time, along wires extended over many lundred
miles, was not the boast of some of the public yrints that they could
answer in the alirmative the question to Jeh 27— Canst thou send light-
nings. that they inay go, and say unto thee, Iere we arc 7 I ask any
honest nan, What said the builders of Babel worse than that? and fur-
ther, Who wiil assert that ANV undertaking, if there is a possit ity of
accomplishing it, would not readily find its zealous supperters in the
wide range between aeronautic to submarine experiments, from sailing in
the sir among the clouds, to searching the treasures of the deep ocean ?
and what is this but “ now nothing will be restriined from them which
they have imagined to do.” WuaT NEXT? is the proverb of the day,
put by all, with a sort of satisfactory ehnckle, as some new diseovery is
heralded, detailing an aceount of some instrument destined to mow down
thousands, and eulogized as a “ perfeet volcano, a geauine infernal ma-
chine,” (see New York Jour. Com.) ; or the proposal of soire colossean
palace to receive the works of this inventive age, an international glorifi-
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cation of the genius of mankiud, where they may worsaip the works ot
their own hands, and, as the < 2ors™ of the great gentile « intege,” rejoice
as * the head of gold” id before them. ¢ 1Isnot this great Babylon
that T liave built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power,
and for the hononr of ny majesty 7”” and this brings ine to the judgment
on these first pioneers in Dabel-building, a name which Crod has stamped
ever since upon everything ol the world and its vain glory.

Dabel is the name of the first city of the first « ighty persecutor
before the Tovd,” (Gen. x. 10). It was “a goodly Babylonish gar-
ment,” that, as an © aceursed thing in the camp,” brought ruin on Achan
and defeat on Israel (Joshua vii.) Babylon is ¢ the head of gold™ el
* the times of the gentiles,” of whicli image we arc ¢ the tees™ (Dan. ii.
31-4D).  Itis tne same character portrayed at the close of the gentile
times (Rev. xviii.), when “ in one liour so great riches are doomed 1o
rome to nonght.”  Babel. or coufusion, is the name ol all that the world
alories 5 contrasted with which, Jerusalem (which signifies » possess-
ion of peace ) is the place where Ciod has * put his name on earth.™and
by which he ealls the beaveuly mansicas (Rev. xxiv 2). The punisii-
wient of confounding ¢ the language of ali the carth,” the efiect of which
lias been ¢ diversity of tongues and languages,”™ has doubtless operated
in esteanging the fomilies of man, and has placed an ahmest insurmonnt-
able bariier to their intercomse.  But while, on the one hand. many
have deplored the calamity, it has nevertheless worked as God designed
it should, in cliecking thnse confederacies wineh ultimately are fonnd
involving the naticns in one vast ruin (Rev. xvii. 12-17, and xix. 19).
Diversity ol tongues, then, is anotiier of the humiliating badges of our
sins, and God's just panishinent tivreol, which we are doomed to carry
about with us to onr shame 5 and it is worthy of remark, that when the
promulgation of the gospel beerme the purpose of God, he did not restore
man to a uuiform language, bat gave a niraculous gilt, whereby the
carly evangelists were able to adlress the heathen in their own tongue.
This Pentecostal gifty recorded in Aets iis 19-11, drew forth the ques-
tion hrom the devout men come taierasalem tor tie feast, % lrom EVERY
NATION UNDER BEAVEN,"—%]Tow hear we every man in our own
tongue, whercin we wae bom, the wonderiul works of (lod 1  And
they were all amazed. and were in doubt, saying one to another, What
meaneth this?  To wiich the Apostle Peter veplies by declaring that
the prophecy of Joel ii. 2% was about (uliilling : * And it shall come 1o
pass in the st dayx, saith Cod, 1 will pour out of wy spivit upon all
fleslis and your sons and your danghters shall prophesy. and your young
men shall see visions, and vour ofd men shall deeam dreams s And on un
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servants and on my handmaidens 1 will ponr ont in those days of my
spirit ; and they shall prephesy : And I will show wonders in heaven
above, and signs in the carth beneath ; blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke : the sun shall be turned into darkuess, and the moon into blood,
Lefore that great and notable day of the Lord come : And it shai vome
to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”  Partially this began to be fillilled eighteen hundred years ago :
how near we way be to the full accomplishment is known only to Iim
who kesps the times and the scasons in hix own power (Actsi. 7).
My design in reverting to this woniderful scene, is to draw your atten-
tion to the links of the unb.oken chain of the thmgs that have been, are,
and shall be hereafter, and to whicl, in their projier place, we shalf again
return.

"I'hus has been recorded the history of the great apostacy in the Patri-
archal Dispensation, aud the declension from bad to worse is briefly
given by the Apostle Paul (Row. i. 21): « Becanse that WITEN they
kuers Grud, ey lorilied him not as Gop, neither were thankful ; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the
glory of the nncorruptible Ciod into an image made like to corruptible
man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and ereeping things, Where-
fore Cod also gave them np to uncleanvess throngh the lusts of their
own hearts,” &e, At the 11th ~hapter of Genesis and 9th verse—
* And from thence did the Lorp scatter them abroad upon the face of
all the earth ”—the curtain drops on the gentile history, and the word
of Giod fram thenceforth deals only with tie history of Shem and his
descendants in the line of Abraham, tuking no further no‘ice of the
nations than just so far as Israel becomes concerned with them, either
in conquering them, or being punished by them; and they are only
reverted to, to enunciate the history of this one family, that groweth up
into a nation : until at the rejection of their Mcssiah, and the subsequent
refusal of the offer of reconciliation, the apostle, in Acts xiii, 46, leaves
them with these words, +* Seeing ye putit from yon, and judgze yoursclves
unworthy of everlasting life, lo! we turn to the gentiles.”  And from that
period tie New ‘estament is a series of communications to churches,
called by grace ouT of the nations,

BBut, as with this feature of APOSTACY so marked in all dispensa-
tions, so alo T ELECTION ACCORDING TO GRACE s
equally prominent.  And the 12th chapter gives us the call of Abram :
* Now the Tord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy comntry, and
from thy handred, and fraw thy father’s Twuse, unto a fand thae U will
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shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessiug:
And I will bless them that bless thee, and enrse him that curseth
thee: and in thee shall all familics of the earth be blessed.” And
here we have not only the special blessing to Abraham and the nation
that should spring from him, but the renewal of the prophecy of that
universal blessing through the PROMISLED SEED. Nor is the call
of Abraham to be ascribed to anything but pure grace on God’s part
-—% Not by works of rightcousness which we have done, but according
to his mercy he saved us.” And Joshua reminds his descendants of
this (chapter xxiv., 2d verse): * Thus saith the LORD God of Israel,
Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood (Tuphrates) in old
time, v "erah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nachor : und
they serccc other gods.  And T took your father Abraham from the
other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan.”
This unmerited, pure, and unconditional grace is the ground of all the
Apostle Paul’s arguments for the restoration of the children of Israel to
the land promised to their fathers; and which promise, he maintains,
could not be done away by a conditional law, delivered 430 years after
an unconditional promise (Gal. iii. 16-18), to which we shall more par-
ticularly refer when on the subject of the restoration of Isract and the
blessings on the gentiles through THIZ SELD, Cuist Jesus, ¢ with ihe
promise of the Spirit through faith.”  The history of Abraham and his
descendants are so rich in type that one might safely say, that God had
rchearsed in that family almost all the then 1o e events bound up in the
gospel of Christ; and that he experimentally made the patriarchs and
clders of Tsracl pass through, in figure, the mysteries which were kept
secret, till revealed by the apostles and prophets ; and it is now our high
and blessed privilege, with the two testaments in our hands, to delight
and feast our souls with the comparison of thmgs new and old; and,
with the map of Christ’s finished work and future glories in our hand, we
rise from the examination of the model, confessing in the words of Isaiah
that 1lis name is “ Wonderful, C'ounscllor, The Mighty God, The Lver-
lasting Iather, The Prince of Peace.”

Under God's especial care and call, Abraham enters the land of C'anaan,
and no sooner is he come thither than tle Lord appears to Lim with
rencwed promises of blessing 5 and on this further revcelation, the patri-
arch builds an altar to the Lord v here 1Ie lad appeared unto lim, and
thereby conscerates a mamorial to the Divine presence. 'The scenc
opens well, aud bids fair ; but, as in the preceding instances, where the
Lord opens np a new order of things, and puts man in the responsible
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place of witness, no sooner is he intrusted therewith, than, on the first trial
of his faith, he fails (a fact evidently designed to teaeh us, that, short of
Clirist, e may look for no perfection). So with the venerable patri-
arch.  And thus in the same chapter that relates the renunciation of
home, kindred and nation, at the call of God,—at the further trial of his
faith. but without the command of God, he goes down into Egypt for help,
and there denies his wife, to save his own life, Now, when we know
fronr the scripture that Abraham and his wile are tegether a type of
Christ and his ehurch, as Romans iv. 15, and 1 Peter iii. 6, and also the
Galatian epistle plainly reveal to us, the failure assumes a shape not alone
of a mere human subterfuge, but stands ont in most instrnctive and
remarkable contrast to the Anti-type, even Ilim who in the place (Rev.
xi. 8) ¢ that is spiritually ealled Lgypt,” sultered death for his body the
church, and proved that « having loved his own which were in the world,
he loved thein unto the »nd,” and laid down his life for Ler sake.

There is not a line in the reeord of the history of the patriarchs that
docs rot contain food for contemplation ; but as I am not engaged in an
exposition of Genesis, but am rather designing to bring forth exclusively
those prorainent events which prefigure the prophetical history of their
descendants, and carry the impress of the great doctrines we have already
consic..red, [ shall call your attention to those parts alone which are
clearly typical. 'T'here is a mystery, which I think the gospel unfolds to
us, that lies at the bottom of that prophecy in IIosea xi. 1: ¢ When
Isracl was a child, then I loved him, and ealle’d my son out of Egypt™;
and which scems to meet a fulfilment, in three distinct instances—first,
in the return of Abraham out of 1igypt, that we have now to consider ;
secondly, in the great exodus of the children of Isracls and thirdly, in
the application of the same passage by the Evangelist Matthew (ii. 13-15)
to our Dlessed Lord, when, as an infant, he was taken into Egypt to
escape the persecution of ITcrod. and on his return at the death of that
tyrant, who is the type of the Anti-Chiist, the blasphemous king wh)
makes war against the Lamb and the saints, it was fulfilled, ¢ witicH was
SPOKEN OF THE Lorp, by the prophet, saying, Ont of Lgypt have I
called my son.” There is a fact that seems to identify Abraham with
this prophecy, as a matter of chronology also 5 for, unless we count the
period of the servitude of Isracl’s bondage of 430 years (Gen. xv. 13,
Exod. xii. 40), from the yzar that the patriarch Abraham went into
igyyt, we are driven to the eonclusion which some able advocates have
maintained, that the present ** Anno mundi” is considerably in advance
of the vulgar date whiel: heads our Bibles. T'or if, according to that
count, Abraham came vu: JF Egypt 121 years before Christ, and Israel
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1191 years before Christ, then it takes all that period to give us the 4is
years ; and confirns one in the opinion of the remarkable union of the
types with their anti-type. Put, we may inquire, What is the mystery
of this Egypt? this « furnace of aflliction”? (Isa. xviii. 10). I it be
not ¢ the suflerings of this present time,” our portion in this world, fcr
in the world we suffer persecution (that 15, “if we live godly in Christ
Jesus™) 5 but we know that this place is not our rest, and that the call
of God is “ out of Egypt.”  As then Israel had her Lgypt, so the church
has her Babylon § and the command of (God (o0 both was, and is, * (‘ome
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of ler plagues™ (Rev. xviii. 4).  Thuy, as in the figure,
% Abraham cometh up with kis wife ont of Xgypt unto Bethel,” which
signifies ¢ the house of God,” “ where his tent was at the beginning,”
“ unto the place of the altar.” So of the anti-type—as the * Xong of
Solomon ” (viii, 5) anticipatingly exclaims of Christ and his bride, * \Who
is this that cometh np from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved 7
And whither are they going ? to * the place where he was before ”* (Jolm
vi. 62). The true Bethel, or “ house of God,” where his habitation
was from ¢ the beginning,” the IFather’s hiouse of mansion~, of which he
says, * [ go to prepare a place for you, that where | an, there ye may
be also.” What can the heart want more than this?

‘T'he next scene to whiclh New ‘I'estament reference is made, occurs.
in the 14th chapter ; and the Apostle Paul takes occasion to contrast
therefromn the priovity and superiority of the Melchisedee Priesthood
aver the order of Driesthood thes in existence—the Patriarchel—as
well as that which was afterirards set up in the family of Aaron. "The
circumstances that led to the appearance of this illustrious stranger were
as follows :—Un the separatica ol Lot from Abraham, arising out of the
abundance of their substance wherewith the Lord had blu.sse(l them,
Lot, to whom the choice of locaiity was given—allured by the rich pas-
tures that fringed the Jordan and ran in plains over that tract that now
forms the Dead Nea, where once stood Nodom and Gomurrah, and the
cities of the plain, ¢ well watered everywhere as the garden of the Lord,”
—removed cast, “and pitched his tent ltoward Sodom.”  Lappy for
him if e had never got nearer! but, in the 1<th verse, we read that
« he dwelt in Sodomn.”  Now, the very character of this family was to
have been pitgrim scparation, as we read in lleb. xi. 9-13, « Dwelling
in tabernacles with lsaac and Jacobh, the heirs with him of the same
promise,” confessing * that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth.” 'The leptcr we are now mnqdvrmo introdnees a contlict
between certain five king< and their arn.y, and four invading kings and
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theiv army (Sth amd 9th verses),—an account of a warfare that would
hav. i ever been buried in oblivion but for the bearing it had upon the
histery of God's people. 'The success that followed the arms of the
king of Eiam over the tributary kings appears to have attended him in
the vietory he gained over the kings ol the plain; but having, in the
spoils captured at Sodom, put his hand on “ one of God’s little ones,” the
quarrel now takes a different shape. With total ina flerence Abraham
wzy see Chedorlaomer triumphing over the kings of the mountains and
the kings of the plain, and might say, ¢« Let the potsherd strive with the
potsherds of the earth”; but when their sty .e infringes on, « touch not
mine anointed and do iny prophets no harm,” ’tis time to interfere. And
Giod proves * how ene can chase a thousand, and two pnt ten thousand
to light.,”  So Abralam the Tlebrew, wher he heard it, « arms his
trained servants, born in his own house  (14th verse), like the army of
1lim who is called ¢ Faithfu! and T'rue  ; they are all his own white-
clad multitude, born in his own house, who go forth to war, led by the
Conqueror (Itev. xix. 14); and for the same purpose, to recover this
“ kinsinan according to the flesh who are Israelitex,” out of the hand of
the oppressor with bis confederate kings. A comparison of such serip-
tures as we shall, in course, consider (such as Daniel xii. 1, Zechariah
xiv. 3-D, Isaiah xxxi. 4, 5, &e.), will at once shew the typical character
of the present scene.  Nor should this be considered as at all constrained ;
for on what other data, than the prefiguring of the future deliverance of
the remnant taken captive in the ¢ great city, which spiritually is called
Nodom,” as descnbed mn the above quoted portions of the prophets, can
it be supposed that the appearance ol the mysterious stranger, Melchi-
zedek, in the liour of victory, could possibly otherwise refer. The
Apostie Paul (Ieb. vii. 1) says, « This Melehizedek, king of Salem,
priest of the Most lligh God, who inet Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings, and blessed him ; ‘I'o whom also Abraham gave
a tenth part of all first being by interpretation king of righteousness,
and after that abo king of Salem, which is king of peace ; Without
father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days,
nor cnd of life 5 but made like unto the Sor of Giod; abidetl: » priest
continually.”  And he adds—% Now consider, how great this man was !>’
First, in the holiness of his name, * king of righteousness” ; then, in the
dignity of his title, “ king of peace”; then, in the mystery of his birth,
with an unknown genealogy, ¢ without father, without wother, without
descent, having weither beginmng of days nor end of lite ™ : and lastly,
i the eternal character of his priesthoad,  abideth a priest continnally,”
the whole combined being discoverabie in no other one than * the Non
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of God.” And equally significant is the time of his appearance, at the
crisis of the triumph of the patriareh, ¢ returning from the slaughter of
the kings,”—typ» of that power and that day, ¢ when the feeble among
them shall be as David, and the louse of David shal' be as God, as the
angel of the Lord before them.” Now, what is the mission of the holy
stranger? To bless and crown the vietory with his presence. And in
what manner? As ¢ priest of the Most High God,” he brings forth
SREAD and WINE, the significant emblems of that sacrifice which it was
the purpose of God, in his gocd time, to manilest. ¢ And he blessed
him, and said, Blessed be Abranamn of the Most Iigh God, possessor
of heaven and earth: .\nd blessed be the Mosi ITigh God, which hath
delivered thine enemies iato thy hand. And Abraham gave bim tithes
of all.” Now, the apostie takes occasion from this to shew that herein
was a type of a higher priesthood than the existing patriarchal, of the
dispensation we are now considering, and also of the Aaronic which sprung
from this, for “ Levi also, who receiveth tithes, paid tithes in Abraham ;
For he was yet in the loins of lis fother, when Melchisedee nct lim.”
And the superiority is still further acknowledged, for the one who ¢ had
the promises” with reverential meckness receives the blessing, “and
without all contradiction (says the inspired writur) THE LESS IS BLESSED
oF THE BETTER.” The argument is so conclusive as to need no further
comment ; therefore we infer that in this remote age God was pleased
to reveal in type the higher and more important functions pertaining to
a future revelation, and manifest in Mclchizedel, the great Iigh Priest
of our profession, CirisT JESUS.

It would be also well to state, that upon the false deductions founded
upon this scene, and the commnent in the IZpistle to the IIebrews alluded
to, that the imposing structure of a reigning Christianity has been built ;
for the Roman hierarchy asserts its Melchizedek Priesthood, and there-
fore wnaintains that  once a pricst ever a priest,” or, as she would quote,
“ abideth a priest continually ”; and, procceding furthier, sets up a sove-
reign priesthood, and mukes the Pope a DMlelchizedek, or Sovereign
Priest, a king and priest upon his throne, and demands tithes unon the
superior claim of the ligher priesthood over the former, and that the
right, of the tenth of all, helongs to lier in this capacity.

Now, there is nothing in which a correet view of the claracter and
distinetions of the dispensations so materially assists a Christian as in
judging questions of this sort; and indeed I may say that no one can
meet the plausible aad, seemingly, conclusive arguwents drawn for their
pretensions, but one acquainted with the dispensations, It is a seriptural
and tenable position, a priest anl king wpon his throne, receiving the
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honors and tithes of this world. And the great error is not in the doc-
trine, but, like the Corinthian Chureh of old, in ante-dating the period of
its fulfilment, as Paul charges them (1 Cor. iv. 8) with ¢ RCIGNING AS
KINGS WITHOUT vS.” And how does he eorrect that ehurch? By
saying, Beloved, ye lave greatly erred in fhis matter: the Church of
Christ is not born to reign? By no means. On the contrary, he
exclaims, “ T would to God ve did reign, that we also might reign with
you.” 1lis opposition is not to the FacT, but the TiME. If Tins was the
DISPENSATION OF REIGNING * AS KINGS AND PRIESTS UNTO Gob,”
which, with a weary groan, he could say, “I would to God it was,”
then we and all «the royal priesthood” would he reigning also. The
Church of Christ is made by Christ “kings and priests unto God and
his Father” (Rev. i. 6). And in this Melchizedek character, in the
5th ehapter and 9th and 10th verses, « They sung a new song, saying,
Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thercof: for
thou wast slain, and hast rede=med us to God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongne, and people, and nation ; And hast made us unto our
God kmgs and priests: and WE SNALL REIGN ON THE EARTH."”

Let me ask you to remark, it is not said, « are reigning on the earth,”
but « shall reign on the earth™—it is anticipative. 'The power of the
reign of Jesus Christ and the Church is future. It was said of Jesus in
RESURRECTION, “THOU ART MY S0, Tins DAY HAVE I BECOTTEN
THEE ” (Aets xiii. 33); « Ior he testilicth, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melehisedee ” (Tleb. vii. 17). And it is in the com-
ing Millennial Dispensation it meets its fullilment, when, as Zeeharial
(vi. 12) prophecies— And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the
Lorp of osts, saying, Behold the men whose name is the BRANCH ;
and he shall grow up ovt of his piace, and he shall buiid the temple of
the Lorp: Iiven he shall build the temple of the Lorp ; and he shall
bhear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne ; and he shall be a
PRIEST upon his throne: and the counsel of peaee shall be between them
both.”  As also the Angel Gabriel announced at his birth (Luke i. 32),
“ And the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:
And he shall reign over the house of Jucob for ever, and of his kingdom
there shnll be no end.” “'Fo perform the mercy,” said Zecharias,
* promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; The
oamit which he sware to our father Abraham, That he would grant unto
us, that WE BEING DCLIVERED OUT OF THE HAND OF OUR ENEMIES
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him,
all the days of our life™ ;—passages of seripture that are so eontinually
wrested out of their conncetion, that they cease to be of any service to
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Christisms m refuting the errors to which we have alluded.  But, as thye
will pass under review in its own place, | forbear to add more here on
the subject. efore closing the <cene of the I14th chapter, let ne draw
your attention to  point of ber iful and holy import in the broad line
of distiaction, that comes out in such grand contrast, between the design
of these confederate kings and « Abrwn of the Most Iligh God.” Tle
former had gone to war to take a spoil, and to enrich themselves, but
the latter had fought the battle of the ILord, to deliver the servants of
the Lord, his kinsmen ; and therefore when Sodom’s king would profier
hin the spoil, Abram said, I have Lift up mine hand unto the Lorbp,
the Most Lligh God, the possessor of heaven and earth, that T will not
take from a thread even fo a shoe-latchet, and that 1 will not take any
thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, ¢ I have made Abram rich.”
"This is what Paul calls “ a godly jealonsy.” The friend of the possessor
of heaven and earth must sce that no hand interferes to inar the purpose
and glory of Giod. | am a monument, the patriarch might say, of wiat
God’s grace and free gift can bestow on mau, and 1 must take heed that
no one through me mixes up the name of the king of Sodom and the
King of Glory, or ascribes to Ceesar what only belougs to God. 1low
refreshing to see this plain principle thus early marked in scripture his-
tery 3 and how clear it is, that had the C'hurch “ abode in the goodness
of (tod,” and uot gone down into Egypt, but stood in her separate char-
acter, as a “ city set upon a hill,” she would never liave lent herself to
he supported and enriched by the world. .And it is worthy of note that
the very argument that Abraham used, NoT to touch anything that
helonged to the king of Sodom, because that (iod was possessor of Dea-
ven and earth, is now used by Christians to take help from the world :
for, sny they, ** everything that the wicked have helongs to God.”  But.
depend upon it, “ the day shall declare it, becanse it shall be revealed
by fire ; and the fire shall try every wan’s work of what sort it is” (1 Cor,
iii, 11, &e.)

‘The 15th chapter opens with the confirmation of (iod’s promises to
Abram, revealed to him in a vision.  And when the patriarch would
remind God that all lis promised bessings, and the land he iad ordained
for him, were of little use, saying he wis childless, and had no heir, but
the fathful ¢ steward of his house,”—this immediately calls for a farther
confirmation of the gracious promises of God, and another trial of the
faith of Abram. * Liook now toward Leaven., and tell the stavs, if thou
be able to nmuber them: Aud he said unto him, So shdl thy seed he.
And he believed in the Lorp, awed he conated it to him for ri
ness.”™  Now, the Apostle Panl expressly vefers to this seene, i itowany

ghteous-
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wv. 3, when expoundiug the doctrine of justificztion by faith; and it will
greatly help us, to consider the circumstances under which this faith
became exemplified. In the 1Sth verse the patriarch is represented as
one “ who against liope believed in hope,” which is explained in the next
verse—* And being not weak iu faith, he considered not his own body
nov dead, neither yet the deadness of Sural’’s womb : Ile staggered not
at the promise of God through unbelicf, but was strong in faith, giving
glory to God; and being fully persuaded that what e had promised, Hr
was able also to perforn. And therefore it was imputed to him for
nghteousness.” And what have we tanght us lere but the utter renun-
ciation of all liope fromn the flesh? L.t ine remnind you we are consi-
dering types, aud comparing themn with their ..nti-types.  T'his hely man
has practically to learn that the prowmises of God are beyond the flesh
altogethier ; and therefore as the promise is a son, God waits till, as the
apostle says in Hebrews xi. 12, ¢ There sprang even of one, and him as
good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the
sand whicl is by the sea-shore innumerable.” 1fope, according to nature,
is at an end; and, where fiope in nature stops, hope in God begins.
And this is called hoping against hope, believing “ God, whe quickencth
the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.”
As long as nature gives hopes, man will cling toit. Therefore, God
removes this prop ; and faith, which is the gift of God, comes in, and,
staggering not at the promise of God through unbelief, gives glory to
God,—Dbelieving that what he has promised, Lc is able also to perform.
The first great promise of a Deliverer as the seed of the woman was
now declared to be centred in a certain family. Abram’s seed was to
be the dne in which all the families of the earth were to be blessed ; and
therefore it, was esteemed the greatest misfortune to an Israelitish woman
to be childless. But, while the promise of the great Deliverer was
announced to this family, there was an all-important doctrine to be taught
with it ; and that was, the miraculous conception of this child. Now,
there was no way to practically teach this lesson but to bring nature to
a hopeless condition. Consequently, whenever an especial revelation of
a child to be born for some great purpose of God is given, it invariably
is announced as coming from the barren womb., Ilere God at once
teaches that he is the quickener of the dead; and man looks out of
nature to that which is above nature. In all the types ci Jesus Christ,
where this essential point is part of the doctrine, it is to be observed.
For example: Sarah is barren because the child of promise, Isaac, is to
be born ; Rebecca is barren, for Jacob is to be born ; Rachel is barren,
for Josepl is to be born ; Manoah's wife is barren, for Samson bas to
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be born; Hannah is barren, for the prophet Samuel is to be born ;
Lilizabeth is barren, for the forerunner, John, has to be born ; and the
Virgin conceives, and Christ 1s born.  And what is the anti-type of alf
this?  'T'ue GrRAVE ; “nd the resurrection of 111, of whom it is written,
** Thou art iy Son, Tins day have I begotten thee.”

But, while the nArRREN woMB s the type of the grave, the BARREN
WOMAN is the type of the Cuureirj  for it is written, Rejoice thou bar-
ren that bearest not ; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: ror
THE DESOLATE HATII MANY MORE CHILDREN THAN SHE WHICH HATI
AN 11USBAND.  Now WE, brethren, as Isuac was, are the #hildren of
promise” (Gal, iv. 27) ;—as if he had said, Israel, born in the flesh and
numbering a seed as numerous as the *sand of the sea-shore,” married
and blessed with children, as it is written, ¢ Thus saith the Lord, I
remember thee, the kinduess of thy vouth, the love of thine espousals,
when thon wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not
sown” (Jer. ii, 2). She, with a progeny “like the stars of heaven for
multitade, has an offspring inferior and fewer than the Clirch, who,
though so long refrained from bearing, has been by the Spirit of God
wade the mother of “a multitude that no man can number, out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, so that the desolate hath
many more children than she wh.ch hath an husband.”

The rroMISED HER is the type of CrrisT, as ¢ the FIRsT-BEGOT-
TEN oF THE DEAD” (Rev. i, 5, Col.i. 18); and “the first-born among
many brethren” (Roin. viii. 29).  But John says of the children of pro-
mise (1 Ep. iii. 1), ¢ Beloved, ~ow are wE the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be : but we know that, when he shall ag;eear,
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”” So then, as James
adds (i. 18), « Of uis own will begat he us with the word of truth, that
we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures.” And whenze come
they ? and in what order 2« Clwist the first-fruits ; afterward they that
are Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. xv. 23).

The whole of the argument of justification by faith, as I observed
before, is illustrated by $t. Taul upon this important type. After shew-
ing us Abraham’s faith iu believing in the Quickening God, he adds that
the rightcousness attributed to Abraham for his confidiag trust, was not
written for hunself alone, but for us also, if we exercise the same faith,
and believe that out of the hopeless grave, that received a dead Jesus,
God the mighty Quickener has raised him from among the dead ; as the
24th verse reads— And for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, 1F wg
BELIEVE ON HIM THAT RAISED UP JESUS OUR L.oRD FROM THE DEAD.”
S again in the 10th chapter, Sth and 9th verses, summing up the gos-
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pel, he says— That is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that Gop 11ATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, THOU SHALT
BE SAVED.”

But, it is equaliy true that every heir of God is in himself nade an
individual type of the same truth, A sinuer is represented as in a state
of death (Eph. ii. 1), % dead in trespasses and sins.” Ife is then repre-
sented as quickened by God—¢ Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ” (5th verse); and then the Holy
Glost addresses himn as “alive from the dead” (Rom. vi. 13). And
the Divine character of this birth is deseribed also—¢ Being bom again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, By THE woRD oF Gop,
which liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Peteri.:23).  Ienceforth, there-
fore, this “ new-born Babe” is regarded as in resurrection; and the
exhor tation is, “ [f ye then be risen with Christ, seek those tbings which
are above, where Christ silteth on the right hand of God ” (Col iii. 1),
Therefore out of the death of sin, the grave of nature, springs forth at
the command c£ God a “new-born babe,” ¢ begotten of God,” ¢ created
anew in Christ Jesus,” ¢ by the grace of God ”  through faith, and that
not of yourselves—it is the gift of God,” “lest any man should boast.”

in the 7th verse, God having reassured Abraham that the land wherein
he sojourned should be given him for an inheritance, he asked of God
whereby he should know this ; and God, in reply, commands hin—¢ Take
for ME an heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years olq,
and a turtle-dove and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all thege,
and divided them in the nidst, and laid each piece one against another:
but the birds divided he not.”” Now, we find the clearest explanation
of this ceremony in Jeremiah xxxiv. 18, from which we gather that the
ancient way of cutering into a covenant or oath was to prepare a cere-
mony as above described, and the corntraeting or vowing party passed
between the pieces and pronounced the oath or promise ; and the verse
now alluded to explains the force or meaning, “ And I will give the men
that have transgressed my covenant, "HICHI HAVE NOT PERFORMED
THE WORD3 OF THE COVENANT WHICH THEY IIAD MADE BEFORE Mk,
WNEN THEY CUT THE CALF IN TWAIN, AND PASSED BETWEEN THE
PARTS THEREOF, the prinees of Judah, and the prinees of Jerusalem,
the eunuehs, and the priests, and all the people of the land, which passed
between the parts of the ealf; I will even give them into the hand of
their enemies, and into the hand of them thot seek their life : and their
dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven and to the
beasts of the earth ” ;—as if the contracting parties had said, We cove-
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nant to perform such and such things, and, unon failure thereof, © may
Grod do so to us, and more also,” as these vietims are given to the birds
of the air, and to tie beasts of the ficld, Now, the Apostie tells us
(iTeb. vi. 16-18), ¢ IFor men verily swear by the greater* and AN 0ATH
for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.  Wherein Gop willing
more abundantly to shiew uuio the heirs of promise the immu:ability of
his connsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two unmvtable things, in
which it was impossible for God to lie (the oath and the proinise), we
might have a strong cousolation,” &e.  One is almost confonnded at the
incredible eondescension of God to wtoop down to our infirmities, and
use means to as-ure our faith and strengthen onr coniidence, as if lie were
such an one as onrselves.  So at eventide, aa the presence of the IToly
One is to become manifested, human uature trembles at the solemn
approach, and a deep sleep and a horror of great darkness fell upon
Abraham. 'We zre foreibly reminded of the same scene when the
favor. . three were taken to Mount Tabor, and Ile was transfigured
before them ; and, as the Ivangelist -elates, that they were Leavy with
sleep, and of the fear that came upon them as they entered into the
cloud, ere they heard the voice of God. In the 13th verse to the 21st,
he is foretold the history of himself rnd his descendants, with the ulti-
mate boundary of their possession, from the river of Egypt to the River
Luphrates ; which had its first actual fulfilment in the reign of Solomon
(1 Kings iv. 21, 2 Chron. ix. 26), “ And he reigned over all the kings
from the River (1luplrates) even unto the land of the Philistines, and
to the border of Egypt.” ‘This boundary, with the fact of the over-
throw of the TEN KiNGDOMS enumerated in the 19th to the 21s¢ verses,
are clearly typiczl of the period when the TEN KINGS and their armies
being subdued, Israel is plantcd in her own land to be plucked up no
more for ever; under the king who shall sit on the throne of David, and
rule over the liouse of Israel for ever (Rev. xiv.)

« And it came to pass, that when the sun went down, avd it os vk,
behold a smoking furnace and u burning lamp that passud bevween
those pieces.” These are the two revelations of God. 1leis ¢ a smok-
ing furnace”; as the Apostle says, ¢ Our God is a consuming fire *; an-
he is a “lamp of fire,” “tle true light, which lighteth every man tha’
cometh into the world” (John i. 9).  Under what aspect is this mighty
God regarded by you? Is He a lamp to your feet and a light to yonr
paths? Is he made unto you “ wisdois, and righteousness, and sanctifi-
cation, and redemnption”?  Or is he a smoking furnace, to consume you
as an adversary? Israel proved bim in these two characters,—her
Deliverer and her Avencer.
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No sooner lias God thus revealed lus purposes to the children of
Abraham, “according to the flesh,” than the type of this generation is
immediately brought before us ; and % Hagar, the bond-maid,” is given to
Abraham b; the impatient Sarai, that, as she says, ¢ that 1 way obtain
children by her.” Now, there was a purpose in all this, as we shall
presently sce, when the Apostle unfolds whet he calls the  allegory,” or
type, attached to the lustory of these two women and their two sons.
But, let us observe the first part of this allegory. Tor, as the bond-
maid is the first to give birth to a sor. and that in the ordinary course
of nature, so “this Agar, which is Mount Sinai in Arabia,and zuswereh
to Jerusalem TiAT Now s, and is in bondage with her children” (Gal.
iv. 25), has precedence in point of deveiopinent cver the offspring which
is by promise ; because the order ie —first, that which is natural, and
afterwards that which is spivitual. In other words, the purposes of God
concerning the Jewish nation had a prior manifestation to the purposes
afterwards revealed concerning the Church, or heavecnly people, as T
have shew: above. 4 nd as it was the especial pv pose of God to m ni-
fest t'i- in the descendants of Abraham, he is represented as the Father
of the Circameision, or Sinai family, whose covenant was in the flesh,
and the Faiher of the Children of Faith; so that be might represent, in
type, “ THE FATHER oF us ALL.” And from Lim proceed the two
great families,—the Earthly and the Heavenly, The Heavenly Bride,
and the Earthly Queen; the fc mer adorned with heaven’s spotless
purity,—the “ white robe,” ¢ which is the rightcousness of saints”; and
the latter with earth’s magnificence,— the Queen shall stand i1 gold of
Oplhiir ;” ¢ she shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework ;
her elothing is of wrought gold” (Ps. xlv.)

Ishmael, the type of ihe Jewish nation, being born, the 17th ehapter
opens with another most gracious manifestation of the LORD to Abram,
who reveals himself as the Almighty God, and calls oa the patriarch to
“walk before hin and be perfect” (I.XX., amemptos, “blameless” ;
sce Luke i. 6; Phil. ii. 15, iii. 6; 1 Thes. iii. 13). “ And Abram fell
on his face, and God taiked with hin.” Ilow instructive is this! The
ground of communion with God is holiness. ¢ If we say that we have
fellowship with bim, and walk in darkness, we lie” (1 Joln i. G). The
terms of communion with God are not altered ; it i« still « Walk before
me and be blameless.” «If we walk in the light as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, aud the blood of Jesus Clrist
eleanseth us from al! sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us.” So we see that the word “ blame-
less” does not mean “sinless,” but rother, as the margin renders it,
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* upright, sincere ” ; nor. indeed, does the word “ perfect” (¢eleios) sig-
nify sinless either, although it has been thus wrested by Armenian teach-
ers, but is a term of maturity or growth as opposed to (paidic) “ little
children.” Thus Paul says, in 1 Cor. xiv. 20, ¢ Brethren be not chil-
dren (paidia) ir understanding, howbeit in malice be infants (népiazete),
but in understanding be men (¢eleivs).  And Greek writers use the werd
in the same sense. In Ilebrews v. 13-14, “For every one that useth
milk is unskilful (or has no experience in the word of righteousness) : for
he is a babe (népins), but sirong meat belongeth to them that are of
Jull age (teleion), even those who by reason of use have their senscs
exercised to discern both good and evil.”  (* Raphelius says that Toly-
bius applies it figuratively to the mind.”—Par%.) Tn the famous pas-
sage (Matt. v. 48), “ Be ye therefue perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfict,” I recopy a quatation of Bisuop Sherlock,
“ who observes that the precise meaning is, et your love be wniversal,
unconfined by partialities, and, with respeet to its objects, as large as
God’s is,”—as in Luke vi. 36, “Be ye therefore merciful, as your
Father als is merciful”; with which the context fully agrees, as the
47th verse shews the contracted character of that love which only
“ salutes your brethren,” and the exhortation is to a godlike philanthropy.

Having declared the nature and extent of the eovenant, the I ord
proceeds ¢ to call the things that are nat, as tiough they were)’— Thy
nanie shall no more be called Abram. but thy name shall be Abraham,
for a father of many nations have I made thee. As for Sarai thy wife,
thou shalt not call her name Larai, but Narah shall her name be (mar.)
And I will establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed
after thee in their generatioas. for an CVERLASTING COVENANT, to be a
God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And 1 will give unto thee,
and to thy sced after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the
land of Canaan, for an EVERLASTING PossEssioN, and I will be their
God. And this is my covenant which ye shall keep, between me and
you and thy seed after thee: every man child among you shall be cir-
cumcised.” Let me particularly call your attention to these three
points: it was an cverlasting covenant, an cverlasting possession, and a
stan with a people in the flesh 5 from which it is evident that an ever-
lastinz covenant, voluntarily made on the part of Giod, with a people not
yet born, cannot be broken; that an everlasting possession must be
as enduring as an everlasting covenant ; that, thercfore, there will be
a future and eternal posscssion of the earth after her baptism of five;
ond that the possession of such am earth, or portion thereof, will be the
abede of the literal redeemed seed of Abraham.  And to this our Blessed
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Loid alluded, when, on being questioned by Nicodemus, he tells hin—
“If I have told you carthly things, and ye bclieve not, how shall ye
believe if T tell you of heavenly things.” Ile had just communicated
the fact, that, to enter the carthly kingdom, “a man must be born from
above.”  llow much more, then, the heirs of the heavenly glory!

I'rom this nost important chapter, also, the Apostle Paul draws the
contrast between the blessedness of righteousuess by faith and the per-
don of sins as « result, with the incfliciency before God of a justifica-
tion by works; for he shews, *a the first place, that the former is ¢ reck-
oued of GRACE,” but the latter of «“ DEBT.” The one is imputed
to me; the other is a duty, never performed, and, if .ven capable of
being performed, only ranks me as an unprofitable servant,—as our Lord
says, ¢ Doth he thank that servant becanse he did the things that were
commanded him? I trow not. So likewise ye, when ye shall have
done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofit-
able servants: we have done that whick was our duty to do.” The
question imncdiately arises—Does tuis blcssedness of pardoned sin and
imputed righteousness come on the circumeision only, or upon the uncir-
cumeision also?  In what condition was Abrakam when it was reckoned
tohim? And the answer is, in uncircumcision.” And the ordinance
was received by him, as a “secal of the righitconsness of the faith wheh
nE HAD yet being wneircumeised 5 that hie might be the father of all
them that believe, though they be not circumcised, that righteousuess
might be imputed to them alko.” And hereby the Apostle establishes
the essential ground of all true hope—that faith is reckoned for right-
ousness. “'L'herefore it is of faith, that 1t might be by GRACE; to the
end the promise might be sure to all the seed,”—Dboth that which is in
the flesh, and that which are by promnise,—* Now we brethren, as Isaac
was, are the children of promise.”

22nd and 26th verses—¢ And he left off talking with himn, and God
went up fiom Abraham. In the self-same day was Abrabam circum-
cised, and Ishmacl his son.”  Now, there is something exceedingly sig-
nificant in this; for the ordinance of circumeision is not made when the
child of promise was born, but when he that was born after the flesh was
given; and, as the Apostle Paut tells us that Islinacl and his twelve
princes are types of Lsracl that now is, the completeness of the allegory
is sustained in the institution of the ordinance in the time of the bond-
woman's chill, aud not in the time of the heir of promise. This closes
the first part of the Abrahamic covenant., The scenes that follow are
incident to the coming of the promised seed, and are full of the richest
dispensational truths. I shall now bricfly close, by drawing your atten-
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tion to the samne character of testimony that are common to the preced-
ing dispensations :—

1st. The new order of things being intrusted to man in the person of
Noah, le fails as his predecessors, and the curse follows.

2nd. The failure leads to a separation, of an election according to
grace, and Shem receives the blessing.

3rd. Iniquity abounding, further judgment falls on the apostacy, by
the curse at Babel.

4th. A call from the midst of the apostacy, of an election according
to grace, in the person of Abraham.

5th. The promise of the future blessing by the seed, through the
family of election, is given.

6th. Eclarged revelations as to the distinctive truths connected with
the character, work, and mystery of the promised seed.

7th. Types of the two families—earthly and heavenly—Abraham
and Lot; and the deliverance of the remnant out of the overthrow.

8th. The everlasting covenant and the blessings.

I explained in my Introductory Lecture, that while each dispensation
contained in itself the features of the whole, yet that each succeeding
one became much fuller in its details, and that consequently we shall find
our subject will divide itself into distinct parts wherein more enlarged or
explanatory events point out the future, It will not therefore be at all
within the compass of a single lecture tv expound a dispensation, as here-
tofore; but, as the sub-divisions are very marked and complete, we shall
find ample food to satisfy our spiritual wants. And truly, biethren, this
should always be a clief ingredient in our considerations. Tle Apostle
says, “ And though I have the gift of propl zcy, and understand all mys-
teries, and all knowledge ; and though I have ail faith, so that T could
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.” T, then, the
very gift of propheey needed to be balanced by the deep-running lova
of God in the heart, kow must we feal the absoiutc necessity of some-
thing deeper than knowledge te satis(y our souls. We want, and we
must have edifieation ; and unless, step by step, we are drawn nearer and
closer to Jesus, we shall rise w..- ieelings akin to the words of the
lamentation of the Lord by Ezekiel—* And, lo, thou art unto themn s a
very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play weli on
an instrument : for they hear thy words, but they do them not” (xxxiii.
chap., 32d verse).

Let me, then, in conclusion, ask you to ponder upon these great events
in the human family, and sce in them the renewed trials on the part of
God of what man is; ant learn from them—first, God’s long-sufferiug
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mercy waiting upon man; then man’s deplorable hardness of heart, and
departuie irum fhe paths of peace and holiness. And ask yourselves, is
man any better now? Is he less vain-glorious—less a worshipper of the
works of his own hands? Or has man been rushing with increased velo-
city, % waxing worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived”? You
know he has ; you are conscious in your own souls that increased civili-
zation and luxury has not brought increased loliness, but rather a tho-
rough proud Laodicean condition, lukewarm at heart, and self-satisfied,
% rich and increased with good, and need of nothing.” I solemnly warn
you to awake, and trim your lamps and gird up the loins of your minds,
for ¢ the days are at hand, and the effect of every vision.” What can
God do more for you? His everlasting arms are open ; Jesus is point-
ing to the bosom of love; behold the Spirit testifying, now is the
accepted time, Now is the day of salvation; the doors of the eternal
city are open, and the redemed ones with their halleluiahs summon you.
“God is in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them ” ; and the last universal summons of the Bible is,
“ Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely ” Rev. xxii. 17).



