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An Erroneous Mode
of

Stating the Gospel
Considered.

THE Scripture is the one infallible test by which we
have to try all that we hear from any who profess to
speak to us in the name of God. To apply this test
is a duty. Yet it is a duty that may be discharged
in kindness, humility, and love. We need not make
any “ offenders for a word,” or forget the condition of
disruption, confusion, and consequent ignorance into
which the whole Church of God has fallen. “ In many
things we all offend.” At the present moment, espe-
cially, we have all peculiar need to say, “ Let us search
and try’ our ways, and turn again to the Lord.” The
higher the path proposed to us, the more rigorous
must be the test applied. “ Every one who leadeth
onward (-rcocg 6 -rcpoon-ymv), and abideth not in the doctrine
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine
hath both the Father and the Son ” (2 Iohn ix). VVhen
the apostle speaks thankfully of some who had devoted
themselves unto the service of God, he says that they
“ gave themselves unto the Lord, and unto us ”
(2 Cor. viii. 5). Do the words, “ and unto us,” seem



4. AN FRRONEOUS MODE

strange in such a connection? Was it not sufficient
to say that they gave themselves “ unto the Lord ” P
Why then were the words, “ and unto us," added?
Evidently to teach us that we cannot give ourselves
unto the Lord practically, unless we submit to follow
the instructions of His inspired servants as given in the
Scriptures. Their testimony and their service was the
means employed by God for “ casting down imagina-
tions, and every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” There can
be no right obedience where there is insubjection to
His written word. We cannot act in the earth as
citizens of that heavenly city to which all believers
belong, unless we dwell within the walls of that city—-
walls indeed unseen by the eye of man, but recognised
by faith. And what do we read of those walls P “ The
walls of the city had twelve foundations, and in them
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” There
can be no true obedience, no true sanctificatioh, if we
stray without the enclosure of apostolic truth as
revealed in the written word. Many, of late, have
spoken and sung respecting holding for the Lord that
“ fort ” which He commanded His Church to hold for
Him till His return. It can be held by none by whom
apostolic truth in its comprehensiveness is not main-
tained. Abandon the words of the apostles and prophets,
and we abandon the fort. No citadel can be held
simply by the defence of an outpost, however important
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that outpost may be; nor will any outpost be long
maintained if the fort itself be neglected.
Whenever advanced lessons in the school of faith are

proposed to us, it is our duty to examine well the
elementary doctrines of our teachers, and to test them
from the beginning. Of all the outposts of our citadel,
none is more important than that assigned to the
evangelist. If any should really be sent of God to
effect a true revival amongst His people, and to lead
them into higher and more separate paths (and such a
revival is indeed greatly needed), they who are so sent
will certainly be enabled to deliver aright the primary
message of the Gospel. They will vigilantly guard the
doctrine of Atonement ; will teach it as it is taught in
Scripture ; will not mis-state its results ; and will take
especial heed not to extend its shelter beyond the point
to which it is extended by God. They will be very
careful to mark distinctly the line of demarcation between
the reconciled family of faith, and the unbelieving and
unreconciled world. The Scripture speaks of the latter
as being, what all men naturally are, “ children of
wrath ” (Eph. ii. 3)—those on whom “ the wrath of God
abideth ” (John iii. 36) : the former, on the other hand,
are spoken of as reconciled, redeemed, and saved with
a sure and everlasting salvation. See the words of our
Lord in Iohn xvii : “ I pray for them [His disciples].
I pray not for the world, but for them whom thou
hast given me. . . . Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall believe on me through



6 AN ERRONEOUS MODE

their word." They who have thus believed, and they
only, have a title to say, “ He bore our sins in his
own body on the tree.” “ He was wounded for our
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and by his
stripes we are healed. . . . the Lord hath laid upon him
the iniquities of us all.” Believers, but believers only,
are entitled to use these words. Their iniquities have
been laid on Christ. From them wrath is removed.
They are atoned for, and thereby reconciled. But no
others are. What can be more important than to
observe and maintain this distinction? Is it main-
tained in the subjoined extract P
“ F . . . was taught that the Lord Jesus Christ was the Lamb

of God that taketh away the sin of the world, and that in I-Iis
atoning death on the Cross He did bear our sins in I-Iis own
body, and did take upon Himself the stripes that were our due.
He was taught that by means of this sin-bearing, God had
reconciled the world unto Himself, and that He no longer
imputed their trespasses unto them; and he understood the
Gospel to be a message of glad tidings to sinners, telling them
the wondrous fact that their iniquities had been taken off them,
and laid upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and that God was
reconciled to them by the death of His Son. Thus under-
standing the gospel, it was easy for F . . . to see that the only
thing left for him to do in the matter was to believe this good
news, and through believing to find eternal life. He was
taught that his own part in the work of salvation was simply to
believe, and that then the blessed Holy Spirit would never fail
to do His accompanying work of creating within him a new
heart and a right spirit.”"'

"‘ I do not mention the name of the book from which this extract
is taken. It is well known in this country. If I had not reason to
believe that the doctrine of this extract had been accepted widely,
I would not have cited it, as the book from which it is taken refers
to one who is departed. It is not my wish to pain, or to assail
1I'ld1Vl(lU3lS ; my obJect as to arouse attention to the danger of certain
doctrmes. '
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The doctrine of this passage is not the doctrine of
the Scripture. The Scripture teaches us that on them
that believe not “ the wrath of God abideth.” But the
passage I have quoted teaches the reverse. It teaches
that God is reconciled to the unbelieving world.
F . . . it is said, “ was taught that by means of this
sin-bearing, God had reconciled the world unto Himself,
and that He no longer imputed their trespasses unto
them,” and that the gospel was “ to be a message
of glad tidings to sinners, telling them the wondrous
fact that their iniquities lzad been taken of them and
laid upon the Lord jesus Christ, and that God was
reconciled to them by the death of His Son.” These
words plainly teach that God is reconciled to the
unbelieving world; that He no longer imputes to
them their trespasses, for that their iniquities have
been taken off them and laid upon the Lord Jesus, and
consequently have been atoned for; that we have to
tell men of this wondrous fact, and that to announce
this fact is to preach the gospel. If this were so, the
whole world would certainly be saved ; for they whose
iniquities have been taken off them and laid upon the
Lord Jesus can never perish. If they could, the
Atonement which the Son hath made unto the Father
would be of no effect, for He atoned for all those whose
sins He bore. He was the Sin-bearer, not of the world,
but of His believing people (John iii. 16). Becoming
this, He bore all that it was appointed unto Him to bear
of penal suffering because of their sins, and at the same
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time He presented for them His own perfectness unto
God. Under the imputation of the value of this work,
believers (but they only) stand. They only are
“ reconciled,” “ justified,” and “ sanctified ”-—-“ sancti-
fied by the offering of the body of Jesus once.” On all
other “ wrath abideth.” Their sins, instead of being
taken away, remain for judgment. The governmental
relation of God to them is marked by Sinai—not by
Zion. They stand in the presence of unpropitiated
holiness. In Col. iii. 5, the apostle, after enumerating
certain sins, says, “ for which things’ sake,” that is,
because of these sins, “ the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience.” This could not have been
said if all sins, with the exception of unbelief, were
forgiven. Nor could God be reconciled to any to
whom the guilt of unbelief, or any other sin, is charged.
He is reconciled only to those on whom the guilt of no
sin is charged.
The doctrine of this passage is virtually the same as

that taught, forty years ago, by Mr. Thomas Erskine in
Scotland. It was a doctrine that paved the way for
Irvingism and the results that followed. They who
witnessed those results will never forget the fearful
lessons. Results equally disastrous, although not
identical, may be expected by those who tamper with
this doctrine now. I regard the passage I have quoted,
as a beacon suflicient to warn at the very commence-
ment of their course, all who are tempted to enter the
path into which the writer invites.
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The concluding part, also, of the above extract, is
equally contrary to the word of God. It speaks of
F. . .’s “ own part ” in the work of salvation; says
that faith was the part by him performed ; and contrasts
therewith the work of the Spirit of God, whose operation
“ in creating a new heart and a right spirit,” is supposed
to be subsequent to and dependent on F . . .’s fulfilment
of his “ own part ” in the work of salvation. The
words are these, “ Thus understanding the Gospel
it was easy for F . . . to see that the only thing left for
him to do in the matter was to believe this good news,
and through believing to find eternal life. He was
taught that his own part in the work of salvation was
simply to believe, and that then the blessed Holy
Spirit would never fail to do His accompanying work
of creating within him a new heart and a right spirit.”
Yet what is more clearly declared in Scripture, what

more attested by the experience of God’s people, than
the fact that faith is “the gift of God P” (See Eph. ii. 8.)
It is said of Lydia, “ whose heart the Lord opened,”
that she attended to the things spoken of Paul. She
did not open her own heart. “ No one,” said the Lord
Jesus, “ can come unto me except the Father, which
hath sent me, draw him. Ye have not chosen me, but
I have chosen you.” “ Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” “ As many
as were-ordained unto eternal life believed.” In these
and like passages, we read not of “ our part ” in attaining
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the reconciliation. The act of the Spirit in quickening
precedes, not follows, faith; for faith is the first act
of the new man, and is the manifested evidence of
regeneration. He who has power to perform his
“ part ” in the work of salvation by coming to God in
faith, cannot be “ dead in trespasses and sins.” Yet
the Scripture states positively, that all men naturally
are dead in trespasses and sins, and with this every
orthodox Protestant Confession concurs. With one
voice they aflirm, “ That the condition of man after the
fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare
himself by his own natural strength and good works to
faith and calling upon God.” We must abandon this great
truth if we accept the statement of the passage before us.
In order to preach fully in all its freeness the gospel

of the grace of God, it is not needful to say that all
men have been atoned for, or to deny that all men
except believers are under wrath, or to say that they are
not utterly helpless——“ dead in trespasses and sins.”
Our sure belief of this does not prevent our saying
what the apostle said standing before a mingled
multitude, many of whom scorned and rejected his
message, “ Men and brethren, through this man is
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins ; and by him,
all who belie-oe are justified from all things ” (Acts xiii.
38). We say that Jesus has been “ exalted to be a
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and
remission of sins.” God preaches peace through Jesus
Christ. (See Eph. ii. 17.) God invites sinners to fly for
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refuge to Himself through Jesus Christ, and to cast
themselves on Him through the blood shed on Calvary.
I-Ie says, “ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of
the earth.” “As I\/Ioses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” The dying Israelite found his
title to look, in the fact of his misery, nor is it other-
wise with the perishing sinner. Yet God is not recon-
ciled to any who reject this message ; nor are any who
reject it brought under that priestly oblation of Himself
on the Cross whereby Jesus made atonement unto God.
Believers only are brought under the efficacy of sacrifice
priesthood, intercession, and all the blessings that flow
therefrom. To believers only it is said, “ Your sins
and iniquities I will remember no more.”
Nor does the consciousness that those to whom we

speak are powerless “ dead in trespasses and sins ”
prevent us from delivering the commanded message.
The prophet was sent to speak unto dry bones—bones
that could not hear : and yet he spake, saying, “ O, ye
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.” And as he
spake, the power came; and the dry bones were
quickened. So likewise we, when sent to preach the
gospel of the grace of God, we say to deaf ears, hear;
and to blind eyes, see; for we trust in God who can
accompany His word with quickening power, and cause
the deaf to hear, and the blind to see. When God bids
us command impossibilities, we obey. What we are
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directed to do, we do. The rest we leave to Him who
will, by-and-by, explain fully, and vindicate fully, the
rectitude and the wisdom of all His ways. He will be
justified in His sayings, and overcome when He is
judged. (See Rom. iii. 4.) At present “ we know in
part, and we prophesy in part ”; but when we know
even as we are known, we shall be able to fathom His
counsels, and understand His methods. Except we
“ humble ” ourselves and “ become as little children,”
we cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. A right-
minded little child trusts implicitly his instructor, and
believes that which is told him, not because he under-
stands it, but because he confides in the wisdom and
veracity of his teacher. Such should be our relation to
God. On His own authority He states to us certain
truths. "We trust His character; we believe in His
truthfulness, and wisdom, and love, and we receive what
He states, simply because He states it. He teaches
not only the truths themselves, but also the aspects in
which they are to be viewed, and in which they are to
be presented to others. Many questions may arise,
which it may not be His will at present to answer.
Therefore we wait, knowing that a time will come
when every difliculty will be removed. In the mean-
while, cleaving to the truths revealed", and carefully
noting the aspects in which they are presented, we find
a path of holy assurance and peace that can never be
trodden by those who trust in their own reasonings, and
venture to “ reply against God.”
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Solemn responsibility, however, rests upon those who
know the gospel of the grace of God, to be “ instant in
season, and out of season ” in making it known. It is
true, indeed, that all are not evangelists, and it would be
well if that fact were more extensively recognised than
it is, for it is possible even for believers to mistake their
calling, and to run before they are sent. Yet, though
not ourselves evangelists, we may countenance and assist
those who are. There are many indirect, unostensible
humble ways of aiding the Truth. There will, no doubt,
be much to daunt and to discourage all our efforts, how-
soever made. Yet we must remember that, although
men be “ dead in trespasses and sins,” and are devoid
of any disposition to turn unto God, they have con-
sciences; and to their conscience we are directed to
appeal. Conscience, indeed, like everything else in
fallen man, is marred and enfeebled ; yet, unless utterly
hardened by transgression, it is capable of being reached
by the appeals of God, so as to recognise the truth of that
which is spoken. Yet such recognition is valueless unless
it be followed by action. When Paul “ reasoned of
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix
trembled.” He felt the force of the Apostle’s appeal,
and recognised its truth ; but the purpose of his heart
remained unchanged, and he acted not. There is
nothing good in mere conviction if it be not followed by
right action. VVhen it is followed by action, then it is
made manifest that God has accompanied our testimony
by the quickening power of His spirit. Our duty,
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therefore, is to employ the means which God has
directed us to use, and to leave the rest with I-Iim. We
have to appeal to men’s consciences, and to seek wisdom
from God to guide us as to the mode and character of
our appeal. Often it may be needful to preach the
terrors of the Lord; to declare His holiness and the
width of the requirements of His holy law ; to show how
all flesh have again corrupted His ways upon the earth ;
to rend the veil that hides from the heart its iniquity,
and to point out the various forms of that iniquity’s
development, to make plain the contrast between
the broad and the narrow way, and to warn of the
wrath to come. “ Knowing the terrors of the Lord,
we persuade men.” “ Horror hath taken hold upon me
because of the wicked that forsake thy law.” Who can
tell the intensity of the agony of a damned soul when
it first becomes conscious of its condition in the eternal
world; when it looks back upon the past and recog-
nises all that it has rejected and despised; when it
finds itself without hope and cut off from God for
ever ; when it knows itself doomed to be cast with the
devil and his angels into the lake burning with fire
and brimstone, and knows that the “ torment ” there
to be endured is “ EVERLASTING.” Men will discover
then the potency of sin to blind and to destroy : they
will discover too the impotency of rites and ordinances
and of all that they have invented to lull themselves
into the sleep of death: they will discover then the
impotency of all such things to deliver. But the dis-
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covery will come TOO LATE. In considering these
things our souls tremble: we dare not contemplate
them fully. Horror takes hold upon us. The minister
of the Gospel, however, must consider, and must
declare “ the terrors of the Lord.” He has to preach
“ repentance towards God,” as well as “ faith towards
the Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul saw that the heart of
Felix needed to be pierced, and he sought to pierce it.
If, on the other hand, the Apostle found any who, by
providential circumstances had been brought into more
acquaintance with the ways of God than men generally
had, he failed not to observe the difference, and varied
his appeal accordingly. “ King Agrippa, believest
thou the prophets P I know that thou believest.”
God has granted to man the capacity of recognising
His “ eternal power and Godhead ” as witnessed by the
works of creation (Rom. i. 2o). They can recognise
also His holiness in that He sends them rain from
heaven and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with
food and gladness. They can recognise too His provi-
dential mercies, as when they cry unto the Lord in their
distress, and He bringeth them into the desired haven
(Ps. cvii). Their consciences can recognise His love in
that He sent His Son into the world to save sinners, in
that He Himself preaches peace through Jesus Christ,
and in that He has written and left amongst them His
holy Scriptures that testify of Jesus. Men can recognise,
and often do recognise, their need of repentance and of
fleeing from the wrath to‘ come, for their consciences
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tell them that they have always neglected and often
defied Him in whose favour is life, and without whose
favour they had better never have been born. This
capacity of recognition (which in itself, as I have already
said, profits nothing) the servant of God has to avail
himself of in reaching the hearts of men. He must
never hide from them the character of God either as to
His goodness and love, or as to His power, holiness, and
wrath. He must labour to declare in much detail the
things that God has done to make known His wrath
against sin, and also the things that He has done to make
manifest His love. Is there no love manifested by God
in having said, “ Have I any pleasure at all that the
wicked should die P saith the Lord God, and not that
he should turn from his ways and live ? . . . For I have
no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord
God ” (Ezek. xviii. 23, 32). Is there no love in the words
of Jesus, “ him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast
out ” P Our object must be to awaken in men’s hearts
a recognition of God’s holiness and of God’s love, and
of,their own sin, and of their danger of everlasting wrath.
We have to strive to awaken the cry, “ What must I do
to be saved?” The bondage of man’s will does not
prevent his conscience from apprehending the appeals
of God’s truth ; and our business is to make that appeal.
When that is done, our work is finished. We must
then turn in prayer to God, and leave the result with
Him.
We must too be most careful to remember that the
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Gospel is to be preached objectively. If in the days of
Christ’s flesh we had met a leper that needed to be
healed, our effort would have been to turn his thoughts
away from all hopes connected with himself, and to
direct him to Christ alone, as One in whom only the
power of healing was. We should have said, “ Jesus of
Nazareth is nigh, and has a commission to heal.” If we
had stood with Moses in the midst of the dying Israelites,
our great anxiety would have been to direct them
exclusively to the serpent of brass. If, indeed, we found
any who were not aware that they had been bitten, or
who were unconscious of the danger of the bite, we
should have laboured to demonstrate to them the fact of
their condition ; but still with the ulterior view of
directing them to the sure remedy presented to them in
an object external to themselves. Repentance is needed
in the sinner ; and it may be, and often is, our duty to
urge upon the hardened heart the need of such repent-
ance, and to show why, and in what, it is required. We
must beware, however, of leaving on the mind of those
to whom we speak, the impression that repentance
(which involves a change of the inward disposition
of the heart as well as of the outward conduct) is a
work to be performed by us before we have a title to
look to Christ as the Saviour. We have ever to remember
the words, “ Him hath God exalted with His right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” All that is needful
to bring into a complete condition of salvation is to be
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found in and from Him. The object of the preacher
of the Gospel must be to awaken in the sinner’s heart,
by some means or other, the cry, “ What must I do to
be saved P ” And if, through God’s grace, that cry is
awakened, he must be instantly ready to set before the
enquiring soul the fulness of the salvation prepared by
God in the Lamb slain, and to say, “ Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” It is not
necessary that every evangelist should be himself a
teacher : but it is necessary, to the proper fulfilment of
his work, that he should have sufficient discernment to
dintinguish between those who hold fast “ the faith once
delivered to the saints,” and those who do not; and
that he should be willing to place under the influence of
true God-sent teachers, all whom he has been the
means of bringing unto Christ. There can be no
growth or advance in power of communion with Christ,
or power of service in any who are not fed with “ the
sincere milk of the word.” “ As new-born babes
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby.” It is a painful thing to see the sheep of
Christ, and yet more painful to see the lambs of His
flock, scattered on the mountains as in a dark and
stormy day, deprived of the food and deprived of the
guidance which the great Shepherd had provided for
their weakness. Yet, is it not a sight frequently seen
in Christendom now, even as it was in Israel of old ?
There were those then who wandered “ as sheep having
no shepherd.”
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Yet, whilst we earnestly maintain that men, though
“ dead in trespasses and sins,” are not on that account
to be treated as if they had no consciences, or as if
they were so utterly cast off by God as to be no longer
the objects of His “ goodness ” as well as of His “ for-
bearance and long-suffering ” (see Rom. ii. 4.), yet we
must, on the other hand, beware of teaching them that
they have been brought within the circle of redemption,
or that they are the subjects of that everlasting love
which rests upon the family of faith alone. God is not
reconciled unto the unbelieving world, or the world
unto Him. Men, as men, stand before Sinai—not
before Zion. The governmental relation of God to
them is one of judgment, not of grace. There have
been constituted two platforms of Divine action towards
men. The first is founded on the transgression of the
first man; and the relation of God to all who stand
before that platform is one of “judgment unto con-
demnation,” ending (unless arrested) in the second
death. The other platform is founded on the obedience
of the Second Man; and the relation of God to all
who stand before that platform, is one of ' grace—
“ grace that reigns unto eternal life.” Before this last
platform believers only stand. The meritoriousness,
saerificially presented for them on the Cross, of Him
who was “ God manifest in the flesh,” rests on their
heads for ever. Because of that meritoriousness grace
reigns over them unto eternal life. They no longer
stand before Sinai; they belong to Zion. God is
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reconciled to none whose relation to Him is not thus
essentially and radically changed. He may plead with
these ; He may send the ministry of proposed reconcilia-
tion to them ; but, unless they-believe, His governmental
relation to them continues to be one of wrath. “ On
him that believeth not, the wrath of God abideth.”
We dare not, therefore, adopt the words of the

following extract. Its sentiment is identical with that
of the extract given on a preceding page :—
And now, should this reach anyone who has never known the

love of God, turn I pray you to the Cross of Christ, and behold
this question of sin for ever settled between God and the sinner
upon Calvary. [It is only settled for the believing sinner.]
Hear the herald of the Gospel exclaim :—-“ Now then as
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us,
we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” For
inasmuch as God hath made Christ, who knew no sin of His
own, to be sin for us [us includes believers only] the Father is
reconciled and would have you to rest in the sacrifice that for
ever satisfies His infinite justice. If God is reconciled, why
should not your heart also be reconciled by the atonement——
at-one-ment—which satisfies God ?—See tract entitled, He
is my Son still, by R. P. S., p. 13.
Is this so? Does atonement, when used to denote

that expiatory oblation which appeases the Divine
wrath and “ satisfies God ”—does atonement, when thus
saerificially used, denote at-one-ment, that is, a condition
of reconciliation and concord? There can be no
question that at-one-ment means a condition of reconcilia-
tion or concord. In what sense could at-one-ment,
so used, be said to “ satisfy ” God? Reconciliation,
or at-one-ment, is the result of atoning sacrifice having
been made unto God. It is a term, moreover, that
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cannot be used except both the separated parties are
brought together again into concord. Atoning, expiatory
sacrifice, was on the Cross presented unto God, and
God accepted it; and thus His believing people, for
whom it was presented, were reconciled unto Him,
and I-Ie unto them. God is not, and cannot be reconciled
unto any except those from whom all guilt has been
removed. I-Ie is not “ at one ” with any others; nor
has the guilt of any, except believers, been removed.
Their guilt is removed ; for they are not like Pilate and
Caiaphas, “ despisers, who shall wonder and perish,”
but they are those who, like Peter, John and Mary,
stand under the sheltering, hallowing efficacy of the
Cross. It is not, therefore, in any sense true that God
is reconciled to the unbelieving world. The unbelieving
world are not under atonement. They are not redeemed.
The relation in which they stand to God as a Creator,
good, long-suffering, and gracious, is a relation of the
deepest moment, to be regarded as involving manifold
displays of goodness on the part of God, and entailing
corresponding responsibilities on them. That relation
they hold ; but unto God as the Redeemer, they hold no
relation save that of rejectors. Nothing can be more
deceiving to the world, nothing more misleading to the
Church, than to represent the Atonement as extending
beyond the family of faith. Reconciliation is not a
question that concerns the condition of men’s hearts
merely. Men as men are personally under the
criminality of sin: and until the imputation of that
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criminalit be removed God can be reconciled to none.Y >
When any are brought through faith under atonement,
they are at once placed under the new covenant of
grace, and to them God saith, “ Your sins and iniquities
I will remember no more.” They who are atoned for
are reconciled to God for ever, for they stand under the
imputation of the value of all the meritoriousness of
Christ. Is this the condition of the unbelieving world ?
We have to remember our Lord’s own words, “ I pray
not for the world, but for them which thou hast given
me, for they are thine. . . . Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word ” (John xvii. 9, 2o). We dare not
extend the scope of His sacrificial oblation beyond the
limits which these words prescribe. To affirm that the
unbelieving world is atoned for, or to say that it is
reconciled to God, is to put forward a vain imagination
of our own which will not for one moment bear the test
of the Word of God. The walls of the citadel of Truth
can be reared on no such foundation as this. Whilst
we remember the grace that has said, “ Him that cometh
to me I will in no wise cast out,” we have also to
remember, that “ The light shineth in darkness, and
the darkness comprehended it not.”
I feel every day more and more deeply convinced of

the necessity of cleaving closely to the Word of God, if
we would escape that “ withdrawal ” (15'rcoo"ro7cr]) of
which the Scripture warns us. See Hebrews x. 39.
The tokens thereof are multiplying around us on every
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side. We must take heed to resist every temptation to
reject the authority of the Word of God, or to question
its verbal inspiration. If difficulties be presented to us,
and we find ourselves unable to solve them, let us
confide in God and leave all to Him—trusting in His
character, His truthfulness, wisdom and love. Faith
has not to demand an instant solution of every difficulty.
It has to say, “ Let God be true, and every man a liar.”
(Rom. iii. 4).

Vlle have to watch also the workings of imagination and
excitement both in ourselves and others, lest we should
mistake them for the teachings of the Spirit of God.
The ‘Word of God is the test that we have to apply to
all things ; and the slightest deviation from its guidance
should be instantly checked. Controversy cannot be
avoided at an hour like this. We may find it necessary
to condemn the doctrines or practices of others; yet
we must seek, in doing this, to watch well our own
spirits, and also to judge our own ways. If our brethren
err, we must remember that they are our brethren——
members of the “ one body”; and the members of
that body are so united, that “ if one member suffer,”
all the members are affected thereby, and “ suffer
with it.” Can we look at the present weakness of the
mystical body of Christ and not feel self-condemned?
Have not we, either by that which we have done, or
by that which we have not done, contributed to that
weakness? When I read of Nehemiah going forth by
night to view “ the walls of Jerusalem which were
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broken down, and the gates thereof were burned with
fire,” can I help seeing in the present circumstances of
the Church of God a counterpart to that desolation?
Are the people of God begirt with the walls of Truth as
once they were ? Surely the walls of Apostolic Truth
which once surrounded the Church of God whilst it yet
retained its unity, and stood as “ the pillar and ground
of the Truth, are fallen. Yet even those who recognise
the ruin are utterly unprepared for united action ; for
they cannot agree among themselves as to what is
stone and what is rubbish; and there is no Nehemiah
to guide. In the meanwhile our enemies are strong,
and, when it becomes a question of crushing the Truth,
united. The Herods, Pilates, and Caiaphases of earth,
however disunited in other things, are ever ready to
band together against pure Scripture Truth; whilst
those who love and prize that Truth, are in action weak,
faltering, compromising, and divided. I often think
of the words, “ It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are
not consumed, because His compassions fail not. . . .
Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the
Lord ” (Lam. iii. 22, 4o). We have all abundant need
to search and try our ways. We need to humble our-
selves and to seek——I will not say a fresh outpouring of
the Spirit, for the Spirit is not withdrawn——but an
increased supply (érctzop-qyta, see Phil. i. 19), of the
Spirit. We need “ eyesalve ” that we might see, and
be enabled both in action and in doctrine to separate
“ the precious from the vile.” “ If thou take forth
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the precious from the vile,” then “ thou shalt be as my
mouth ” (Jer. xv. 19). Many things have been sought
after and encouraged by us, which ought not to have
been sought after and encouraged; and many things
have been shunned and discredited by us which ought
not to have been shunned and discredited. Repentance
therefore, and deep humiliation are needed. That God
will strengthen some, and call them into a more separate
and more holy path, before the last great conflict with
Satan and Anti-christianism comes on, is certain; for
His Word declares it. Blessed are they who long for
and pray for the hour of His intervention. It would
be a sorrowful thing indeed if the greatest and most
terrible of all the assaults that Satan has ever made on
the Truth and people of God—“ when he shall come
down having great wrath, knowing that he hath but a
short time ”———it would be sorrowful indeed if that last
great assault should be met with no corresponding
vigour on the part of the Church of God. God has in
His mercy appointed otherwise. There will be a testi-
mony, bright and blessed, in which the words of the
Prophets and the words of the Apostles will not be
severed (as often they now are) from each other, but
will be brought into their proper harmony, and made
to bear upon the consciences and souls of men. Like
previous testimonies, this testimony also will be rejected.
It will be despised, scorned, and trampled down. Yet,
God having appointed it, it will not be without its
results. Its record and its reward will be in heaven,
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May we seek to cherish now these principles and those
doctrines that will be maintained and honoured in that
now approaching hour that will close the Church’s
militancy in suflering.

Whatever vicissitudes, whatever chastisements may
befall to the Church on earth—even though faithful
teachers may be minished, or withdrawn, yet the great
Teacher and Bishop remains. The “ poor of the flock ”
may cry to Him and say, “ O send out thy light and
thy truth : -let them lead me ; let them bring me unto
thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles ” (Ps. xliii. 3). Vllhen
the need of such guidance is truly felt, and when that
cry shall be truly uttered, we may be very sure it will
not be uttered in vain.


