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THE SOUL.

IT is sad, very sad, to think how little
people think about the SOUL, which
shows how small a figure-it is valued
at by them. Some, alas! say that
man has “ no soul,” that he dies just
like the horse or cow, and then “ceases
to exist.” With such cleluded ones it
is ‘useless to reason, therefore, with
feelings of pity and sorrow, I ‘must
leave them with God, bringing one
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verse to bear on their conscience,
trusting in His abundant mercy
that it may be e[l'ectual in leading
them to acknowledge the truth and
repent‘ ere it. be too late. I-Iearken!
“ Fear not them which kill thebody,
but are not able to kill the soul; but
rather fear Him who is able to ~ cle-
stroy both body and SOUL in hell.”
(Matt. X. 28.)

Others, ‘again, who do not desire
to make God a liar by disbelieving
His record (1 John v. 10), yet by
their ways evidently show that they
have never been roused up to the
inestimable. value of the ever-exist-
ing soul. Oh, what an over-whelming
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fact! You, my reader, MUST exist
as long as the eternal God does,
either in heavenly glory with Christ,
or in the"‘bl_ackness of darkness” with
the devil. (See Matt. xxv. 46.) Is the
former to be your happy portion?
Then it comforts _. and cheers your
heart to be reminded of it; but, if
-unsaved, no wonder a sadness comes
over you as you read these lines, or it
may be you are already beginning to
get impatient, and want to dismiss
the thought of the soul and eternal
things, and are about to 1a‘y aside this
paper; but, friend, GOD SEES YOU,
and may say, “ Thou fool, this night
thy so_UL shall be required of thee.”
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(Luke 20.) Do, then, be wise, and
let the Saviour's words bring you to
PRESENT coneern— “ What shall it
profit a man, if he gain_ the WHOLE
WORLD and lose his SOUL? or what shall
a man give in exchange for his SOUL?”
(Mark viii. 36, 37.) Just consider—
your SOUL of more worth than the
whole world. Jesus Christ, the faith-
ful and true Witness, declares it.
That by itself ought to throw a
man into serious and solemn thought,
though it seems to me people never
value the ' soul aright till they
learn that nothing less than the
awful sufferings, death, and blood-
shedding of the Son of God were
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necessary to redeem it. “ For it is the
BLOOD that maketh tan atonement
for the SOUL” (Lev. xvii. 11); and
“ without shedding of blood is no re-
mission.” (Heb. ix. 22.) It may be,
by the blessing of God, -that these
lines, or" something else, l1ave brought
you to be in “soul trouble ;” if so,
whatever you do, do not delay its sal-
vation. “ Now is the accepted time ;”
evidently “ the coming‘ of the Lord
draweth nigh,” or the “angel of death”
may be hovering round, therefore let
nothing great or small lead you to
put it off. “ REMEMBER LOT’S
WIFE,” ~who, halting and looking
back, was turned -God into a
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“pillar of salt.” Surely a warni.ng
and la solemn beacon for the pro-
erastinator !' Therefore, dear reader,
do not delay a single moment, I en-
treat you, till you know _without a
shadow of doubt that your precious,
never-dying‘ soul is saved; let there
be no risk or HOPING about that. God
Himself has said, “ These things have
I written ‘unto you that believe on
the name of the Son of God; that ye
may KNOW that ye HAVE eternal life.”
Note well the words, “ ye may lcnow,”
and read the verse 1 John v. 13
to any who think it‘ presumptuous
to say “ I know,” in order that they
may not be left in uncertainty and



'1‘lI.E SOUL. 9

danger, but get the “ KNOWLEDGE of
salvation.” (Luke i. '77.) Do you say
in deep distress, How can I get this
assurance ? '

I reply by putting this question:
What gave the Israelite, who obeyed
the word of Jehovah, and went to the
flock and killed a firstling, and ap-
plied its blood to the lintel, and two
side posts of his door, lo; be assm-eel
that the destroying angel would not
come in and smite his firstborn?
Because God. had said, “When I see
the BLOOD, I will pass over, and the
plague SHALL NOT be upon you.”
(Exod. 13.)‘ -_ The BLOOD was
Outside for the -EYE OF GOD, and
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every Israelite was secure enough
wherever that mysterious mark was
seen; for again I repeat, God had
said, “When I see the BLOOD, I will
‘pass over.” So now persons who, as
guilty and helpless ones, have really
trusted in “ the blood of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without
spot,” may be perfectly certain, with-
out a shadow of a doubt, inasmuch as
the Scriptures cannot be broken, that
“ they have redemption through His
BLOOD, the forgiveness of sins ” (Col.
i. 14) ; and further, of such God says,
‘-‘ Your sins and iniquities will I re-
member no more.” ~ (Heb. x. 17.)
Hence they can sing-
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“ I do believe it; I do believe it;

I AM .~.=.\vED through the blood of the Lamb ;
My happy soul is free,
For the Lord has pardoned me,

Hallelujah to Jesus's name.”

The believer’s SOUL is saved now.
(See 1 Peter i. 9.) True he waits for
the “ redemption of the BODY ;” but
every moment brings THAT nearer, as
it is written, “ Now is our salvation
NEARER than when we believed ;”
THAT refers to the full salvation of
soul and body—the former we have
now, the latter we ' wait for," and at
any moment the Saviour may come
and “ change our vile body that it
may‘ be fashioned like unto His
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glorious body ;” so shall we be “for
ever with the Lord.”

Should your-soul be unsaved, dear
reader, may these ‘lines lead you ' to
deep concern as to its eternal destiny,
and the immense importanceof getting
it SAVED NOW. Don’t be like one
of old, “ almost persuaded.”

“* Almost ‘Q cannot avail;
‘ Almost ’ is but to fail;

Sad, sad that bitter wail,
‘ Almost,’ BUT LOS'1‘ ! "

" ' Think of the unalloyed blessedness
which is ofiered in -the gospel; think
too of _ the dread alternative—“ body
and soul in hell.” Oh, how awful-
“In hell he lifted up lrisfeyes, being
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in torments !” Therefore by the joys
of heaven, by the torments of hell, I
do beseech you, seeing this may be
to you the last appeal, turn new your
eyes to the blessed Lord Jesus; open
your mouth and call upon His name.
There He sits waiting to be gracious,
and the moment the eye of your faith
rests on His person, and your voice
reaches His ear, there and then you
get salvation; for the word says,
“ Wltosoeeer shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.” Then
go and tell others what He hath done
for you, and what He. is just as able and
willing to do for them. Tell them in
love, yet distinctly and firmly, that
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all they give, and all they do, before
their souls are saved is accounted. by
God as worse than worthless, even as
“ filthy rags ;” but be just as plain
and decided in insisting, both by ex-
ample and precept, that when people
are saved they 1nust “be careful to
maintain good works.” Yes, indeed
works have their place, as the follow-
ing verse so simply ex_presses—-

“ I would not work my soul to save,
That work my Lord hath done;
But I would work like any slave,
From love to" God's dear Son."

I ‘I '.'
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