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SAFETY, CERTAINTY, 
AND 

ENJOYMENT. 

"WHICH CLASS ARE YOU TRAVELLING?" 

TTTHAT an oft-repeated question ! Let me 
' ' put it to you, my reader; for travelling 

you most certainly are—travelling from 
time into Eternity, and who knows how 
very, very near you may be this moment to 
t h e GREAT TERMINUS ? 

Let me ask you then in all kindness, 
"Which class are you travellingf " There 
are but three. Let me describe them, that 
you may put yourself to the test as in the 
presence of " Him with whom you have to 
do." 

1st Class.—Those who are saved, and 
who know it. 

2nd Class.—Those who are not sure of 
Salvation, but anxious to be so. 

3rd Cluss.—Those who are not only un
saved, but totally indifferent about it. 
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Again I repeat my question, " Which class 
are you travelling?" Oh, the madness of 
indifference, when eternal issues are at stake! 
A short time since a man came rushing into 
the railway station at Leicester, and while 
scarcely able to gasp for breath, he took his 
seat in one of the carriages just on the 
point of starting. 

" You Ve run it fine," said a fellow-
passenger. "Yes," replied he, breathing 
heavily after every two or three words, 
" but I 've saved four hours, and that 's well 
worth running for." 

Saved four hours! I couldn't help re
peating to myself, four hours well worth 
that earnest struggle ! What of Eternity ? 
What of Eternity ? Yet are there not 
thousands of shrewd, far-seeing men to-day, 
who look sharply enough after their own 
interests in this life, but who seem stone-
blind to the Eternity before them ? Spite 
of the infinite love of God to helpless rebels 
told out at Calvary, spite of His pronounced 
hatred of sin, spite of the known brevity 
of man's history here, spite of the terrors 
of judgment after death, and of the solemn 
probability of waking up at last with the 
unbearable remorse of being on hell's side 



AND ENJOYMENT. 3 

of a "fixed" gulf, man hurries on to the 
bitter, bitter end, as careless as if there 
were no God, no death, no judgment, no 
heaven, no hell! If the reader of these 
pages be such an one, may God this very-
moment have mercy upon you, and while 
you read these lines open your eyes to your 
most perilous position, standing as you may 
be on the slippery brink of an endless woe ! 

Oh, friend, believe it or not, your case is 
truly desperate! Put off the thought of 
Eternity no longer. Remember that pro
crastination is like him who deceives you by 
it, not only a "thief," but a "murderer." 
There is much truth in the Spanish proverb 
which says, " The road of 'by-and-by' leads 
to the town of ' Never.'" I beseech you, 
unknown reader, travel that road no longer ; 
" NO W is the day of Salvation." 

" But," says one, " I am not indifferent 
as to the welfare of my soul. My deep 
trouble lies wrapped up in another word— 

Uncertainty; 

i.e. I am among the second-class passengers 
you speak of." 

Well, reader, both indifference and un
certainty are the offspring of one parent— 
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unbelief. The first results from unbelief as 
to the sin and ruin of man, the other from 
unbelief as to God's sovereign remedy for 
man. It is especially for souls desiring 
before God to be fully and unmistakably 
SURE of their salvation that these pages are 
written. I can in a great measure under
stand your deep soul-trouble, and am assured 
that the more you are in earnest about this 
all-important matter, the greater will be 
your thirst, until you know for certain that 
you are really and eternally saved, " For 
what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul1?" 
The only son of a devoted father is at sea. 
News comes that his ship has been wrecked 
on some foreign shore. Who can tell the 
anguish of suspense in that father's heart 
until, upon the most reliable authority, he 
is assured that his boy is safe and sound ? 
Or, again, you are far from home. The 
night is dark and wintry, and your way is 
totally unknown. Standing at a point where 
two roads diverge, you ask a by-passer the 
way to the town you desire to reach, and 
he tells you he thinks that such and such a 
way is the right one, and hopes you will be 
all right if you take it. Would "thinks," 
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and "hopes" and "may bes" satisfy you? 
Surely not. You must have certainty about 
it, or every step you take will increase your 
anxiety. What wonder, then, that men have 
sometimes neither been able to eat nor sleep 
when the eternal safety of the soul has been 
trembling in the balance ! 

To lose your wealth is much, 
To lose your health is more, 
To lose your soul is such a loss 
As no man can restore. 

Now, dear reader, there are three things 
I desire, by the Holy Spirit's help, to make 
clear to you, and, to put them into Scripture 
language, they are these : 

1. The way of Salvation. (Acts xvi. 17.) 
2. The knowledge of Salvation. (Luke 

i. 77.) 
3. The joy of Salvation. (Ps. li. 12.) 
We shall, I think, see that, though in

timately connected, they each stand upon 
a separate basis ; so that it is quite possible 
for a soul to know the way of Salvation 
without having the certain Icnoivledge that 
he himself is saved; or again to know that 
he is saved, without possessing at all times 
the joy that ought to accompany that 
knowledge. 
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First, then, let me speak briefly of the 
WAY OF SALVATION. 

Please to open your Bible, and read care
fully the 13 th verse of the 13th chapter of 
Exodus; there you find these words from 
the lips of Jehovah: " Every firstling of 
an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and 
if thou wilt NOT redeem it, THEN THOU 

SHALT BREAK HIS NECK : and all the first-
bom of man among thy children shalt thou 
redeem." 

Now come back with me in thought to a 
supposed scene of 3000 years ago. Two 
men (a priest of God and a poor Israelite) 
stand in earnest conversation. Let us stand 
by, with their permission, and listen. The 
gestures of each bespeak deep earnestness 
about some matter of importance, and it 
isn't difficult to see that the subject of 
conversation is a little ass that stands 
trembling beside them. 

" I am come to know," says the poor 
Israelite, "if there cannot be a merciful 
exception made in my favour this once. 
This feeble little thing is the firstling of 
my ass, and though I know full well what 
the law of God says about it, I am hoping 
that mercy will be shown, and the ass's life 
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spared. I am but a poor man in Israel, and 
can ill afford to lose the little colt." 

"But," answers the priest firmly, " the 
law of the Lord is plain and unmistakable: 
' EVERY firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem 
with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem 
it, then thou shalt break his neck.' Where 
is the lamb V 

"Ah, sir, no lamb do I possess !" 
" Then go, purchase one, and return, or 

the ass's neck must surely be broken. The 
lamb must die, or the ass must die." 

" Alas! then all my hopes are crushed," 
he cries; "for I am far too poor to buy a 
lamb." 

While this conversation proceeds, a third 
person joins them, and after hearing the 
poor man's tale of sorrow, he turns to him, 
and says kindly, " Be of good cheer, I can 
meet your need," and thus he proceeds: 
" W e have in our house, on the hill-top 
yonder, one little lamb, brought up at our 
very hearth-stone, which is 'without spot 
or blemish.' I t has never once strayed from 
home, and stands (and rightly so) in highest 
favour with all that are in the house. This 
lamb will I fetch." And away he hastens 
up the hill. Presently you see him gently 
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leading the fair little creature down the 
slope, and very soon both lamb and ass are 
standing side by side. 

Then the lamb is bound to the altar, its 
blood is shed, and the fire consumes it. 

The righteous priest now turns to the 
poor man, and says, "You can freely take 
home your little colt in safety; no broken 
neck for it now. The lamb has died in 
the ass's stead, and consequently the ass 
goes righteously free. Thanks to your 
friend." 

Now, poor troubled soul, can't you see in 
this God's own picture of a sinner's salva
tion ? His claims as to your sin demanded 
a "broken neck"—i.e. righteous judgment 
upon your guilty head; the only alterna
tive being the death of a divinely-approved 
substitute. 

Now you could not find the provision to 
meet your case; but, in the person of His 
beloved Son, God Himself provided the 
Lamb. " Behold the Lamb of God," said 
John to his disciples, as his eyes fell upon 
that blessed, spotless One, "Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world." (John i. 29.) 

Onward to Calvary He went, " as a lamb 
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led to the slaughter," and there and then 
He " once suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God." 
(1 Peter Hi. 18.) He "teas delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification." (Eom. iv. 25.) So that God 
does not abate one jot of His righteous, 
holy claims against sin when He justifies 
(i.e. clears from all charge of guilt) the un
godly sinner who believes in Jesus. (Eom. 
iii. 26.) Blessed be God for such a Saviour, 
such a Salvation! 

" D O S T THOU BELIEVE ON THE SON OF 

GOD V 
" Well," you reply, " I have, as a poor, 

condemned sinner, found in H I M one that 
I can safely trust. I DO believe on Him." 

Then I can tell you that the full value of 
His sacrifice and death, as God estimates it, 
He makes as good to you as though you 
had accomplished it all yourself. 

Oh, what a wondrous way of salvation is 
this ! Is it not great, and grand, and God
like, worthy of God Himself—the gratifica
tion of His own heart of love, the glory of 
His precious Son, and the salvation of a 
sinner, all bound up together ? What a 
bundle of grace and glory ! Blessed be the 
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God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has so ordered it that His own beloved 
Son should do all the work, and get all the 
praise, and that you and I, poor, guilty 
things, believing on Him, should not only 
get all the blessing, but enjoy the blissful 
company of the Blesser for ever and ever: 
" 0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt His name together." (Ps. xxxiv. 3.) 

But perhaps your eager inquiry may be, 
" How is it that since I do really distrust 
self and self-work, and ivholly rely upon 
Christ and Christ's work, that I have not 
the full certainty of my salvation?" You 
say, " If my feelings warrant me saying 
that I am saved one day, they are pretty 
sure to blight every hope the next, and I am 
left like a ship storm-tossed, without any 
anchorage whatever." Ah! there lies your 
mistake. Did you ever hear of a captain, 
trying to find anchorage by fastening his 
anchor inside the ship 1 Never. Alivays 
outside. 

I t may be that you are quite clear that 
it is Christ's death alone that gives SAFETY ; 
but you think that it is what you feel that 
gives CERTAINTY. 

Now, again, take your Bible; for I now 
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wish you to see from God's word how He 
gives a man 

THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION. 

Before you turn to the verse which I shall 
ask you very carefully to look at, which 
speaks of HOW a believer is to KNOW 
that he HAS Eternal Life, let me quote it 
in the distorted way that man's imagination 
often puts it. " These happy feelings have 
I given unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God ; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life." Now open your Bible, 
and, while you compare this with God's 
blessed and unchanging word, may He give 
you from your very heart to say with David, 
" I hate vain thoughts; but Thy law do I 
love." (Ps. cxix. 113.) The verse just mis
quoted is the 13th verse of the 5th chapter 
of the 1st epistle of John, and reads thus in 
our version: " These things HA VE I 
WRITTEN unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God: that ye may KNOW 

that ye HAVE eternal life." 
How did the firstborn sons of the thou

sands of Israel know for certain that they 
were safe the night of the Passover and of 
Egypt's judgment % 
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Let us pay a visit to two of their houses, 
and hear what they have to say. 

We find in the first house we enter that 
they are all shivering with fear and sus
pense. 

What is the secret of all this paleness 
and trembling 1 we inquire; and the first
born son informs us that the angel of death 
is coming round the land, and that he is 
not quite certain how matters will stand 
with him at that solemn moment. 

" When the destroying angel has passed 
our house," says he, " and the night of judg
ment is over, I shall then know that I am 
safe; but I can't see how I can be quite 
sure of it until then. They say they ARE 
sure of salvation next door, but we think 
it VERY PRESUMPTUOUS. All I can do is to 

spend the long, dreary night HOPING for 
the best." 

" Well," we inquire, " but has the God of 
Israel not provided a way of safety for His 
people V 

" True," he replies, " and we have availed 
ourselves of that way of escape. The blood 
of the spotless and unblemished first-year 
lamb has been duly sprinkled with the 
bunch of hyssop on the lintel and two side-
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posts, but still we are not fully assured of 
shelter." 

Let us now leave these doubting, troubled 
ones, and enter next door. 

What a striking contrast meets our eye at 
once. Peace rests on every countenance. 
There they stand, with girded loins, and 
staff in hand, feeding on the roasted lamb. 

What can be the meaning of all this tran
quillity on such a solemn night as this % 
" Ah," say they all, " we are only waiting 
for Jehovah's marching orders, and then we 
shall bid a last farewell to the taskmaster's 
cruel lash and all the drudgery of Egypt!" 

" But hold! Do you forget that this is 
the night of Egypt's judgment V 

" Eight well we know i t ; but our first
born son is safe. The blood has been 
sprinkled according to the wish of our 
God." 

" But so it has been the next door," we 
reply ; " but they are all unhappy, because 
all uncertain of safety." 

"Ah!" firmly responds the firstborn, "bu t 
WE have MORE THAN THE SPRINKLED BLOOD,. 

we have THE UNERRING WORD OP GOD ABOUT 

IT. God has said : ' When I SEE the BLOOD-

I will pass over you.' God rests satisfied 
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with the blood outside, and we rest satisfied 
with His word inside." 

The sprinkled blood makes us SAFE. 

The spoken word makes us SURE. 

Could anything make us more safe than 
the sprinkled blood, or more sure than His 
spoken word ? Nothing, nothing. 

Now, reader, let me ask YOTJ a question. 
"Which of those two houses, think you, 

was the safer ? " 
Do you say No. 2, where all were so 

peaceful ? Nay, then, you are wrong. 
Both are safe alike. 
Their safety depends upon what God 

thinks about the blood outside, and not upon 
the state of their feelings inside. 

If you would be sure of your own bless
ing, then, dear reader, listen not to the un
stable testimony of inward emotions, but to 
the infallible witness of the word of God. 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on Me HATH everlasting life." 
(John vi. 47.) 

Let me give you a simple illustration 
from everyday life. A certain farmer in 
the country, not having sufficient grass for 
his cattle, applies for a nice piece of pasture 
land which he hears is to be let near his 
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own house. For some time he gets no 
answer from the landlord. One day a neigh
bour comes in, and says, " I feel quite sure 
you will get that field. Don't you recollect 
how that last Christmas he sent you a special 
present of game, and that he gave you a kind 
nod of recognition the other day when he 
drove past in the carriage ?" And with such 
like words the farmer's mind is filled with 
sanguine hopes. 

Next day another neighbour meets him, 
and in course of conversation he says, " I 'm 
afraid you will stand no chance whatever of 
getting that grass-field. Mr. has ap
plied for it, and you cannot but be aware 
what a favourite he is with the Squire— 
occasionally visits him," &c. And the poor 
farmer's bright hopes are dashed to the 
ground, and burst like soap-bubbles. One 
day he is hoping, the next day full of per
plexing doubts. 

Presently the postman calls, and the 
farmer's heart beats fast as he breaks the 
seal of the letter; for he sees by the hand
writing that it is from the Squire himself. 
See his countenance change from anxious 
suspense to undisguised joy as he reads and 
re-reads that letter. 
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" It's a settled thing now" exclaims he to 
his wife; no more doubts and fears about it; 
"hopes" and "ifs" are things of the past. 
"The Squire says the field is mine as long 
as I require it, on the most easy terms, and 
that's enough for me. I care for no man's 
opinion now. His ivord settles all!" 

How many a poor soul is in a like con
dition to that of the poor troubled farmer— 
tossed and perplexed by the opinions of 
men, or the thoughts and feelings of his 
own treacherous heart; and it is only upon 
receiving the word of God as the word of 
God, that certainty takes the place of doubts 
and peradventures. When God speaks there 
must be certainty, whether He pronounces 
the damnation of the unbeliever, or the sal
vation of the believer. 

"For ever, 0 Lord, Thy word is settled in 
heaven" (Ps. cxix. 89); and to the simple-
hearted believer His WORD SETTLES ALL. 

" Hath He said, and shall He not do it ? 
Or hath He spoken, and shall He not make 
it good1?" (Num. xxiii. 19.) 

I need no other argument, 
I want no other plea, 
I t is enough that Jesus died, 
And that He died for me. 
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The believer can add— 

" And that God says so," 

" But how may I be sure that I have the 
right kind of faith?" 

Well, there can be but one answer to that 
question; viz., "Have you confidence in 
the right person; i.e. in the blessed Son of 
God?" 

I t is not a question of the amount of 
your faith, but of the trustworthiness of the 
person you repose your confidence in. One 
man takes hold of Christ, as it were, with a 
drowning man's grip. Another but touches 
the hem of His garment; but the sinner 
who does the former is not a bit safer than 
the one who does the latter. They have 
both made the same discovery; viz., that 
while all of self is totally untrustworthy 
they may safely confide in Christ, calmly 
rely on His word, and confidently rest in 
the eternal efficacy of His finished work. 
That is what is meant by believing on HIM. 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on Me HATH everlasting life." 
(John vi. 47.) 

Make sure of it then, my reader, that 
your confidence is not reposed in your works 

c 
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of amendment, your religious observances, 
your pious feelings when under religious 
influences, your moral training from child
hood, and the like. You may have the 
strongest faith in any or all of these, and 
perish everlastingly. Don't deceive your
self by any " fair show in the flesh." The 
feeblest faith in Christ eternally saves, while 
the strongest faith in aught beside is but the 
offspring of a deceived heart; but the leafy 
twigs of your enemy's arranging over the 
pitfall of eternal perdition. 

God, in the gospel, simply introduces to 
you the Lord Jesus Christ, and says : " This 
is My beloved Son, in whom / am well 
pleased." " You may," He says, " with all 
confidence trust His heart, though you can
not with impunity trust your own." 

Blessed, thrice blessed, Lord Jesus, who 
would not trust Thee, and praise Thy 
name! 

" I do really believe on Him," said a sad-
looking soul to me one day, " but yet, when 
asked if I am saved, I don't like to say yes, 
for fear I should be telling a lie." This 
young woman was a butcher's daughter in 
a small town in the Midlands. It happened 
to be market-day, and her father had not 
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then returned from market. So I said, 
" Now, suppose when your father comes 
home you ask him how many sheep he 
bought to-day, and he answers ' ten.' After 
awhile a man comes to the shop, and 
says, 'How many sheep did your father 
buy to-day V and you reply, ' I don't like 
to say, for fear I should be telling a 
lie.'" "But," said the mother (who was 
standing by at the time), with righteous 
indignation, " tha t would be making your 
father the liar." 

Now, dear reader, don't you see that this 
well-meaning young woman was virtually 
making Christ out to be a liar, saying, " I 
do believe on the Son of God, and H E says 
I have everlasting life, but I don't like to 
say I have, lest I should be telling a lie." 
What daring presumption! 

" But," says another, "how may I be sure 
that I really do believe ? I have tried often 
enough to believe, and looked ivithin to see 
if I had got it, but the more I look at my 
faith, the less I seem to have." Ah, friend, 
you are looking in the wrong direction to 
find that out, and your trying to believe but 
plainly shows that you are on the wrong 
tack. 
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Let me give you another illustration to 
explain what I want to convey to you. 

You are sitting at your quiet fireside one 
evening, when a man comes in and tells you 
that the station-master has been killed that 
night on the railway. 

Now, it so happens that this man has 
long borne the character in the place for 
being a very dishonest man, and the most 
daring, notorious liar in the neighbourhood. 

Do you believe, or even try to believe, 
that man ? 

" Of course not," you exclaim. 
"Pray, why?" 
" Oh, I know him too well for that!" 
" But tell me how you hnoio that you 

don't believe him. Is it by looking within 
at your faith or feelings V 

"No," you reply, " i" think of the man 
that brings me the message." 

Presently a neighbour drops in, and says, 
" The station-master has been run over by 
a goods train to-night, and killed upon the 
spot." After he has left, I hear you cautiously 
say, "Well, I partly believe it now ; for to 
my recollection this man only once in his 
life deceived me, though I have known him 
from boyhood." 



AND ENJOYMENT. 21 

But again I ask, " I s it by looking at 
your faith this time that you know you 
partly believe i t ? " 

" No," you repeat, " I am thinking of the 
character of my informant." 

Well, this man has scarcely left your 
room before a third person enters, and 
brings you the same sad news as the first. 
But this time you say, " Now, John, I 
believe it. Since YOU tell me, I can be
lieve it." 

Again I press my question (which is, 
remember, but the re-echo of your own), 
" How do you KNOW that you so confidently 
believe your friend John V 

"Because of ivho and what JOHN is" you 
reply. " He never has deceived me, and I 
don't think he ever will." 

Well, then, just in the same way I know 
that I believe the Gospel; viz., because of 
the One who brings me the news. If we 
receive the witness of men, the witness of 
God is greater: for this is the witness of 
God that He hath witnessed of His Son, 
He that BELIEVETH NOT GOD HATH MADE 

H I M A LIAR ; because he believeth not the 
witness that God gave of His Son. (1 John 
v. 9, 10.) "Abraham believed God, and it 
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was counted unto him for righteousness." 
(Eom. iv. 3.) 

An anxious soul once said to a servant of 
Christ, " Oh, sir, I can't believe !" To which 
the preacher wisely and quietly replied, 
" Indeed, WHO is it that you can't believe 1" 
This broke the spell. He had been looking 
at faith as an indescribable something he 
must feel within himself in order to be sure 
he was all right for heaven; whereas faith 
ever looks outside to a living Person, and 
His finished work, and quietly listens to 
the testimony of a faithful God about 
both. 

It is the outside look that brings the inside 
peace. When a man turns his face towards 
the sun his own shadoiv is behind him. You 
cannot look at self and a glorified Christ in 
heaven at the same moment. 

Thus we have seen that the blessed 
PERSON of God's Son wins my confidence. 
His FINISHED WORK makes me eternally 
safe. GOD'S WORD about those who believe 
on Him makes me unalterably sure. I find 
in Christ and His work the way of salvation, 
and in the word of God the knowledge of 
salvation. 

"But , if saved," my reader may say, 
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"how is it that I have such a fluctuating 
experience, so often losing all my joy and 
comfort, and getting as wretched and down
cast as I was before my conversion 1" Well, 
this brings us to our third point; viz., 

THE JOY OF SALVATION. 

You will find, in the teaching of Scrip
ture, that while you are saved by Christ's 
work and assured by God's word, you are 
maintained in comfort and joy by the 
Holy Ghost, who indwells every saved one's 
body. 

Now you must bear in mind that every 
saved one has still with him " the flesh;" 
i.e. the evil nature he was born with as a 
natural man, and which perhaps showed 
itself while he was still a helpless infant on 
his mother's lap. The Holy Ghost in the 
believer resists the flesh, and is grieved by 
every activity of it in motive, word, or 
deed. When he is walking " worthy of the 
Lord," the Holy Ghost will be producing in 
his soul His blessed fruits—" love, joy, 
peace," &c. (See Gal. v. 22.) When he is 
walking in a carnal, worldly way the Spirit 
is grieved, and these fruits are wanting in 
greater or less measure. 
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Let me put it thus for you who do believe 
on God's Son: 

stand or fall together. 
Christ's work 

and 
Your Salvation 

Your walk \ 
and i stand or fall together. 

Your Enjoyment) 

When Christ's work breaks down (and, 
blessed be God, it never, never will), your 
salvation will break down with it. When 
your walk breaks down (and be watchful, 
for it may), your enjoyment will break down 
with it. 

Thus it is said of the early disciples 
(Acts ix. 31), that they "walked in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost." 

And again in Acts xiii. 52 : " The disciples 
were filled with joy, and with the Holy 
Ghost." 

My spiritual joy wTill be in proportion to 
the spiritual character of my walk after I 
am saved. 

Now do you see your mistake ? You 
have been mixing up enjoyment with your 
safety, two widely-different things. When 
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through self-indulgence, loss of temper, 
woiidliness, &c, you grieved the Holy Spirit, 
and lost your joy, you thought your safety 
was undermined. But again I repeat it— 

Your safety hangs upon Christ's ivorh 
FOE you. 

Your assurance upon God's word TO you. 
Your enjoyment upon your not grieving 

the Holy Ghost IN you. 
When, as a child of God, you do any

thing to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, your 
communion with the Father and the Son is, 
for the time, practically suspended; and it 
is only when you judge yourself, and confess 
your sins, that the joy of communion is 
restored. 

Your child has been guilty of some mis
demeanour. He shows upon his countenance 
the evident mark that something is wrong 
with him. Half-an-hour before this he was 
enjoying a walk with you round the garden, 
admiring what you admired, enjoying what 
you enjoyed. In other words, he was in 
communion with you; his feelings and sym
pathies were in common with yours. 

But now all this is changed, and as a 
naughty, disobedient child he stands in the 
corner, the very picture of misery. 
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Upon penitent confession of his wrong
doing you have assured him of forgiveness; 
but his pride and self-will keep him sobbing 
there. 

Where is now the joy of half-an-hour ago ? 
All gone. Why 1 Because communion be
tween you and him has been interrupted. 

What is become of the relationship that 
existed between you and your son half-an-
hour ago 1 Is that gone too ? is that severed 
or interrupted 1 Surely not. 

His relationship depends upon his birth. 
His communion upon his behaviour. 
But presently he comes out of the corner 

with broken will and broken heart, confessing 
the whole thing from first to last, so that you 
see he hates the disobedience and naughti
ness as much as you do, and you take him 
in your arms and cover him with kisses. 
His joy is restored, because communion is 
restored. 

When David sinned so grievously in the 
matter of Uriah's wife, he did not say, " Re
store unto me Thy salvation," but " Restore 
unto me the joy of Thy salvation." (Ps.li. 12.) 

But to carry our illustration a little far
ther. Supposing while your child is in the 
corner there should be a cry of "house on 
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fire" throughout your dwelling, what would 
become of him then ? Left in the corner 
to be consumed with the burning, falling 
house! Impossible! 

Very probably he would be the very first 
person you would carry out. Ah, yes, you 
know right well that the love of relationship 
is one thing, and the joy of communion 
quite another. 

Now, when the believer sins, communion 
is for the time interrupted, and joy is lost 
until, with a broken heart, he comes to the 
Father and confesses his sins. 

Then, taking God at His word, he knows 
he is again forgiven; for His Word plainly 
declares that "if we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
(1 John i. 9.) 

Oh, then, dear child of God, ever bear in 
mind these two things, that there is nothing 
so strong as the link of relationship; nothing 
so tender as the link of communion. 

All the combined power and counsel of 
earth and hell cannot sever the former,, 
while an impure motive or an idle word will 
snap the latter. 

If you are troubled with a cloudy half-
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hour, get low before God, consider your 
ways. And when the thief that has robbed 
you of your joy has been detected, drag him 
at once to the light, confess your sin to 
God, your Father, and judge yourself most 
unsparingly for the unwatchful, careless 
state of soul that allowed the thief to enter 
unchallenged. 

But never, never, NEVER, confound your 
safety with your joy. 

Don't imagine, however, that the judg
ment of God falls a whit more leniently on 
the believer's sin than on the unbeliever's. 
He has not two ways of dealing judicially 
with sin, and He could no more pass by the 
believer's sin without judging it, than He 
could pass by the sins of a rejecter of His 
precious Son. But there is this great 
difference between the two; viz., that the 
believer's sins were all known to God, and 
all laid upon His own provided Lamb when 
He hung upon the cross at Calvary, and 
that there and then, once and for ever, the 
great "criminal question" of his guilt was 
raised and settled, judgment falling upon 
the blessed Substitute in the believer's stead, 
"Who His own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree." (1 Peter ii. 24.) 
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The Christ-rejecter must bear his own sins 
in his own person in the lake of fire for ever. 
Now, when a saved one fails, the "criminal 
question" of sin cannot be raised against him, 
the Judge Himself having settled that once 
for all on the cross ; but the communion 
question is raised within'him by the Holy 
Ghost as often as he grieves the Spirit. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to give you 
another illustration. It is a beautiful moon
light night. The moon is at full, and 
shining in more than ordinary silvery bright
ness. A man is gazing intently down a 
deep, still well, where he sees the moon 
reflected, and thus remarks to a friendly 
bystander: "How beautifully fair and round 
she is to-night! how quietly and majestically 
she rides along !" He has just finished 
speaking, when suddenly his friend drops a 
small pebble into the well, and he now 
exclaims, " Why, the moon is all broken to 
shivers, and the fragments are shaking to
gether in the greatest disorder !" 

"What gross absurdity!" is the astonished 
rejoinder of his companion. "Look up, man! 
the moon hasn't changed one jot or tittle. 
It is the condition of the well that reflects 
her that has changed." 
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Now, believer, apply the simple figure. 
Your heart is the well. When there is no 
allowance of evil the blessed Spirit of God 
takes of the glories and preciousness of 
Christ, and reveals them to you for your 
comfort and joy. But the moment a wrong 
motive is cherished in the heart, or an idle 
word escapes the lips unjudged, the Holy 
Ghost begins to disturb the well, your happy 
experiences are smashed to pieces, and you 
are all restless and disturbed within, until 
in brokenness of spirit before God you con
fess your sin (the disturbing thing), and 
thus get restored once more to the calm, 
sweet joy of communion. 

But when your heart is thus all unrest, 
need I ask, Has Christ's work changed? 
No, no. Then your Salvation has not 
altered. 

Has God's word changed? Surely not. 
Then the certainty of your Salvation has 
received no shock. 

Then, what has changed ? Why, the action 
of the Holy Ghost in you has changed, and 
instead of taking of the glories of Christ, 
and filling your heart with the sense of 
His worthiness, He is grieved at having 
to turn aside from this delightful office to 
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fill you with, the sense of your sin and 
unworthiness. 

He takes from you your present comfort 
and joy until you judge and resist the evil 
thing that He judges and resists. When 
this is done, communion with God is again 
restored. 

The Lord make us to be increasingly 
jealous over ourselves, lest we grieve " the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed 
unto the day of redemption." (Eph. iv. 30.) 

Dear reader, however weak your faith 
may be, rest assured of this, that the blessed 
One who has won your confidence will never 
change. 

" Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and FOR EVER." (Heb. xiii.) 

The work He has accomplished will never 
change. 

" Whatsoever God cloeth it shall be FOR 
EVEK: nothing can be put to it, nor any
thing taken from it." (Eccles. iii. 14.) 

The word He has spoken will never 
change. 

"The grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away: but the word of the 
Lord endureth FOR EVER." (1 Peter i. 
24, 25.) 
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Thus the object of my trust, the foundation 
of my safety, and the ground of my cer
tainty, are alike ETERNALLY UNALTERABLE. 

My love is ofttimes low, 
My joy still ebbs and flows; 
But peace with Him remains the same, 
ISTo change Jehovah knows. 

I change, He changes not; 
God's Christ can never die; 
His love, not mine, the resting-place; 
His truth, not mine, the tie. 

Once more let me ask, WHICH CLASS ARE 

YOU TRAVELLING ? Turn your heart to God, 
I pray you, and answer that question to 
Him. 

" Let God be true, but every man a liar." 
(Rom. iii. 4.) 

" He that hath received His testimony 
hath set to his seal that God is true" 
(John iii. 33.) 

May the joyful assurance of possessing 
this "great salvation" be yours, dear reader, 
now and " till He come." GEO. C. 



LIBERTY: 
WHO GETS IT? AND HOW? 

IT is ever God's way to produce a sense of 
need in the soul before He meets it. No 

sinner gets the forgiveness of his sins, for 
example, until, as a self-condemned offender, 
he is brought to feel the need of it. 

I t was not enough for the prodigal to be 
needy and hungry; before he was induced 
to take a single step homeward, the cry had 
to be wrung out of him, " I perish with 
hunger." And so with a new-born soul 
thirsting for liberty; he must not only be 
brought to wish for it, but be reduced to the 
sense of absolute helplessness, before, by the 
power of another, he is really and experi
mentally set free. 

Take an illustration. A little bird attempts 
to build his nest in your chimney, and, find
ing himself unable to ascend, comes down, 
all blackened, into your sitting-room. At 
once he discovers two sets of eyes upon him 
—your own and the cat's; and his little 
bosom throbs again with fear. You see his 
real enemy—the cat—and long that he may 
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escape unhurt ; and with your own hand 
you act as his deliverer, by throwing open 
the door which leads to liberty. He does 
not understand, however, that you are no 
enemy, but a true friend, and begins to rush 
here and there in great fright, seeking, in 
frantic haste, a way of escape. From the 
window to the mantel-piece he quickly 
dashes ; then, with a stunning bump, he is 
back once more at the window; and it is not 
until he can positively do no more, and sinks 
down through weariness and disappoint
ment, that he sees what before he had not 
noticed; viz., the wide-open door, and free 
access to it. Another moment he is outside, 
and enjoying full liberty. [In that the 
bird, however, had enjoyed a life of liberty 
before, the illustration falls short.] 

Now, undelivered believers may be divided 
into three classes. 

1. The uninstructed class. These know 
next to nothing of what the word of God 
says about this subject, though they may 
have felt something of the exercises that 
lead to it. 

2. The enlightened class. These could 
possibly explain, in a very orthodox way, 
the terms of this deliverance, and are yet 
in such a sleepy, self-satisfied, moral state 
that they are quite content with knowing 
the letter of it, while thoroughly destitute 
of its power. It is one thing to be told, by 
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those who have experimentally learnt it, 
that by throwing your head back, keeping 
your hands beneath the surface, and lying 
quietly on your back in the water, your 
body will float, and quite another thing to 
find yourself, in ten fathoms deep, putting 
it into practice. We may think we know 
all about it as we stand on the bank. But 
in the water we must either trust its buoy
ancy, lie still, and float; or, for want of 
confidence, vainly struggle, and sink. 

3. The consciously needy class; and how 
great their number! Some of these have, 
perhaps, for long years been in perplexity. 
How often have they struggled and sunk, 
to use our figure. They have buffeted with 
grave difficulties as to their personal state 
before God, until they have become a daily 
puzzle even to themselves ; and earnestly 
—oh, how earnestly!—do they long to see 
their way out of it. 

It is for the help of such that these few 
pages are written. Oh that the Lord, in 
His rich and precious grace, would be 
pleased to bless it to them ! 

THKEE SOLEMN DISCOVERIES. 

There are three great soul-affecting dis
coveries which every truly converted person 
is sure to make sooner or later. 

1. That he has committed sins and offences 
against a holy God. 
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2. That not only has he done evil things, 
but that he is thoroughly sinful in himself. 

3. That, with true desires to do the right 
thing, he constantly finds himself doing the 
wrong, and often does the worst when he 
means the best. To put it more briefly— 

He is guilty in what he has done. 
He is sinful in what he is. 
He is helpless in what he feels he ought 

to do—a slave of sin. 

The first difficulty is met when we find 
that the blessed Son of God has been 
" delivered for our offences," and " raised 
again for our justification" (Rom. iv. 25) ; 
that He " hare our sins in His own body 
on the t ree" (1 Peter ii. 24); " Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in His blood, to declare His righteous
ness in respect of the passing by the sins 
done aforetime, through the forbearance of 
God ; to declare at this time His righteous
ness : that He might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." 
Eom. iii. 25, 26. Yes, it is because " He 
was wounded for our transgressions," and 
" bruised for our iniquities ;" because " the 
chastisement of our peace wras upon Him ;" 
that " ivith His stripes we are healed." 
Isaiah liii. 5. " The blood of Jesus Christ" 
God's Son " cleanseth us from all [or 
every J sin." 1 John i. 7. 
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Faith can sing— 
" ' Tis finished I" cried His suffering soul, 

And I my title see ; 
I was the guilty sinner, 

But Jesus died for me." 

Thus does His precious blood give us 
righteous peace about our sins. God is 
well satisfied, and the believer stands clear. 
But there is more in it than being cleared 
by the blood of Christ. God is now 
righteously free to express to any poor 
returning prodigal, confessing his sins, all 
the pent-up love of His large and tender 
heart. The father " ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him." And if the prodigal 
cannot enter into the depth and enormity 
of his sin against such a God, there is One 
who has done it fully. Yes, Jesus has felt 
about our sins as they ought to be felt about. 
He has fully confessed them, and voluntarily 
borne their full penalty. His loving heart 
was "straitened" till it was "accomplished." 
Oh, what a circle of love the repentant sinner 
is brought into! Grace, grace, ALL GRACE ! 
How hateful sin becomes in the light of i t ! 

The next two discoveries are of a different 
character, and are often beset with far 
deeper exercises. They involve our having 
to face all kinds of contradictory experience 
in ourselves. 

Let us then carefully consider the various 
struggles in this 
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EXPERIMENTAL CONFLICT. 

I t is helpful to see, in the latter part of 
Romans vii., that the experimental struggles 
and difficulties which characterize the un
delivered soul are carefully mapped out, 
and this by one who has been brought out 
of them into the full liberty of the grace 
of God. You will find that the one in this 
conflict has his eye turned in two directions 
—outward upon God's just claims, the law 
giving the measure of this, whereby he 
finds what he ought to be for God; and 
inward upon himself, whereby he finds 
what he really is. God is not known in 
the activities of His precious grace. The 
renewed soul, while owning the righteous 
claims of God, finds itself totally incapable 
of meeting them. Satan harasses, and the 
soul is launched into a sea of misery. 

Now, this kind of self-examination and 
legal exercise brings with it two serious 
disappointments. These we hope to consider. 

But before speaking of this matter i t 
may be as well to take into consideration 
the source of all disappointments. We 
must remember that there can be no dis
appointment without expectation; these two 
are as closely bound together as the light 
of day is with the sun-rising. For example, 
a friend asks, " Did you receive a letter 
from the Sandwich Islands this morning V* 
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You answer, " No." 
" Were you disappointed when the post

man passed your door without leaving one ?" 
" No, I was not disappointed, because I 

did not expect one." 
Exactly. Now, had there been even a 

little expectation, there would have been a 
little disappointment; and similarly, great 
expectations precede great disappointments; 
but when there is no expectation there can 
be no disappointment. 

DISAPPOINTMENT NO. 1. 

" I expected," says the poor, tried soul, 
" that the new birth would put everything 
right within me, and that what was meant 
by an inward change (which I really hoped 
I had experienced) was my evil nature being 
changed into a good and holy one ; and now 
to find evil still within, as bad as, or even 
worse than, before ! How alarming ! Can 
I be real ? Was my conversion genuine ? 
or my profession then and since only a 
hollow sham?" Such questioning as this, 
in an earnest soul thoroughly desirous of 
being right with God, is no light matter. 
God is holy. " ' The law is spiritual,'" he 
says, "and I hoped that i" was spiritual 
too, but I find that ' I am carnal, sold 
under sin.' " How depressing ! How dis
appointing ! 

Now, what is the secret of this first dis-
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appointment ? The cause is twofold; a 
wrong thought of the true character of our 
fallen nature, and a mistaken idea as to what 
is really brought about by the new birth. 

An illustration from the Old Testament 
may help us. You will call to mind, no 
doubt, that first incident in the history of 
Samson, in the Book of Judges; how that, 
as he journeyed to the land of the Philis
tines, and drew near to the vineyard of 
Timnath, a young lion came out, and roared 
at him, and that Samson caught him, and 
rent him as though he had been a kid, 
leaving him dead by the way-side. 

After a time, we read, Samson paid the 
Philistines a second visit, and passing by 
the same place, he turned to see the carcass 
of this young lion, when, to his surprise, he 
found that life had entered the dead beast— 
another kind of life—and tha,t something 
had thereby been produced which all the 
lions in the world could not have produced. 
You will know what I refer to. A swarm 
of bees had entered the dead carcass, and 
deposited honey there. 

Now to apply this figure. When a man 
is born again, a new life is produced in him 
by the Spirit of God through the instru
mentality of the Word received by faith— 
a life and nature as distinct from the old as 
the nature of the bee was distinct from that 
of the lion; nay, as distinct as the fallen 
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human nature is distinct from the divine; 
for we are made "partakers of the divine 
nature." Moreover, the old is no more im
proved by the impartation of the new than 
the lion's carcass was by the entrance of the 
bees, or the deposit of the honey. Hear 
the word of the Lord to Nicodemus : " That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh " (the old 
man, which is corrupt); "and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit." John iii. 6. 

The mistaken notion in the minds of 
many professing Christians as to this, is a 
fruitful source both of mischief and of 
misery; mischief for the unconverted and 
indifferent; misery for those born of the 
Spirit, and really in earnest. Endless pains 
are bestowed upon the improvement of the 
dead lion (to use our figure); i.e., upon 
bettering man in the flesh ; and every kind 
of moral disinfectant resorted to to make 
him more bearable in decent and religious 
society ; but the lion is the same lion still, 
adorn him as you will. 

On the other hand, who can estimate the 
misery which has resulted in honest, new
born souls from the mistaken idea that the 
new birth either improves the flesh, or gets 
rid of its presence ? It does neither; and 
hence the experimental discovery of its 
unimproved existence is most distressing. 
They are not prepared to find old tastes 
coming up again, and are shocked to find, 
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after their first joy, perhaps, has abated, 
that their old habits are re-asserting them
selves with increased power. Again and 
again they are tripped u p ; deeper and 
deeper grows their inward distress, until 
they discover that the source of all the 
mischief is, that they have TWO NATURES, in 
every sense distinct from each other, and 
that conversion has not removed the in
dwelling sin. Hence the discovery recorded 
in Romans vii. 20, " If I do that I would 
not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me." That is, there is the " I " in 
connection with the newborn life which 
hates the inward evil, and deplores its 
workings ; and there is also the evil nature 
—the indwelling sin. 

" But how is it," says the troubled soul, 
" that 

" I cant make myself any better ? 

" I try hard enough to be different, but it 
is fruitless, disappointing Avork, and I am 
often ready to give all up in despair. I know 
that there are two natures in me, and that 
every trace of evil in me springs from the 
old ; but still I feel I must have goodness for 
God, and how can this be if I can't in some 
way overcome the badness of the flesh?" 

This is the language of thousands of 
perplexed believers. Let us, by the Spirit's, 
help, seek to meet their difficulty. 
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First, then, we must learn that God is 
not expecting to improve man in the Jlesh, 
nor looking for goodness in him of any kind. 
" The carnal mind " (or " mind of the flesh," 
as it really is) is now declared to be "enmity 
against God" (enmity itself); " it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. So then they that are in the flesh 
CANNOT please God." Romans viii. 7, 8. 
Take a New Testament illustration. The 
"fig-tree" was a picture of the nation of 
Israel; i.e., of man under the most favour
able circumstances, man under God's own 
culture. When the Lord came to the 
fig-tree, and found no fruit thereon, He 
pronounced this solemn sentence upon it, 
" Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward 
for ever." Matt. xxi. 19. Passing by the 
same road the day following, the disciples 
found it " withered away," " dried up from 
the roots." Mark xi. 20. Now, who would 
expect to get fruit from it after that ? 
What would you have thought of the 
disciples commencing some new method of 
pruning and cultivating that tree, with the 
hope of getting fruit from it after all ? 
Oh, but they knew better ! they knew that 
the tree was hopelessly: gone, and that they 
must look to some other tree for fruit, or 
figs they would never see again. So with 
man, as man, even at his best. The end of 
all hope in him came, when at Calvary he 
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•crucified the Son of God, and refused the 
grace He brought. But God has found 
another " tree," One that " bringeth forth 
His fruit in His season," and whose "leaf 
shall not wither." That ever fair, ever 
fruitful One is Christ. 

Yes, God has Christ before His eye, and 
finds all His pleasure in connection with 
Him. He would have us to learn, therefore, 
that He has set man aside, as in the flesh, 
and begun a new order, an entirely new-
race, in Christ, the last Adam, as its Head, 
and those who live through Him. This, 
however, we are very slow to learn, and 
•consequently have often to be brought 
through the bitterest experiences before we 
are made willing to submit to the fact 
that— 

" No good in creatures can be found, 
All, all is found in Thee." 

We are like a man who has lost his way 
at night in some extensive slate-quarry. 
Finding himself in complete darkness, and 
totally unable to grope his way out (to say 
nothing of the peril of trying to do so 
without a light), he remembers, with thank
fulness, that he has in his possession a box 
of matches, and sets to work at once to get 
a light. One by one they miss fire. Still 
he has plenty left, and will go on trying 
more carefully for the future. More than 
half the matches have now been struck, and 
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yet no light. He begins to fear they are 
damp OP worthless; but surely, he thinks, 
one good match will be found among the 
number. So, with increased painstaking,, 
he continues the striking. Eventually the 
very last is reached. It is his only hope; 
and when he puts it to the test it is no-
better than the rest. It is all over now t 
Alas ! alas ! what can he do ? He must 
give up his efforts, and throw away his box 
in despair. But no sooner has he done so 
than he finds coming toward him, in the 
hand of another, the very thing he was 
trying to get by his own hand; viz., a 
light. What a welcome and timely dis
covery ! The way out is now made clear. 

As with this man so with us ; we do not 
believe that there is no goodness to be got 
out of the flesh, and are therefore allowed to 
go on with our fruitless " trying" until, like 
the man in Romans vii., we are brought, by 
heart-breaking experience, to the humbling 
confession, " I know that in me (that is, in 
my flesh), dwelleth no good thing." And 
then it is that we find, to our joy, that 
what we could not find in ourselves for 
God, God has found in Christ for us, and 
that if we look there for what is "good" 
we shall never be disappointed. 

What a relief, then, after all one's efforts 
to make the flesh better, to find that God 
cannot find a good thing in it, and does not 
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expect me to do so. Never again, then, 
need I look for any good in myself; never 
again be disappointed at the discovery of 
any depth of evil. 

DISAPPOINTMENT NO. 2. 

/ Tcnow what is right, but have no power 
to do it. 

" To will is present with me ; but how to 
perform that which is good I find not." 
Eomans vii. 18. 

To see the right thing to do: to have a 
wish to do it, and yet so constantly to fail 
in the performance of it, is galling indeed. 
Nor is the bitterness diminished, but rather 
increased, when one sees in others a thorough 
contrast to one's own state. " They seem 
to have devotedness; they have evidently 
got the secret of power for a holy walk ; but 
as for myself there seems to be nothing but 
defeat and disappointment, do what I may." 

We have seen that God has to show us 
what total bankrupts we are as to goodness, 
that we may find all we want—nay, more, 
all He Himself wants—in Christ. And He 
must next bring us to realize our perfect 
weakness that we may find our strength 
in Christ as well. " Apart from Me," saith 
the Lord, " y e can do nothing." On the 
other hand Paul could say, " I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth 
m e " (or "who gives me power"). Phil. 
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Iv. 13. And when Paul had learned the 
lesson, he could even glory in his infirmities, 
and do it""gladly," because he knew that 
his weakness only made the more room for 
Christ's power, as he says, " That the power 
of Christ may rest upon me." 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
He does not make me conscious of having 
power, but in the consciousness of my weak
ness I avail myself of His power. " I take 
pleasure in infirmities . . . for when I am 
weak, then am I strong." v. 10. 

The fact is that we are, when really put 
to the test, as powerless to keep ourselves, 
as a bit of thistledown is unable to stand 
its ground before a driving north-east wind. 
Stand in the current and hold it if you 
will, but the instant you relax your hold 
it is gone. Yet how slow we are to learn 
this lesson! What we naturally do, after 
a fall, is to resolve more solemnly to try 
the harder next time. But this is not the 
way of true power; and it is only when we 
find, through perhaps a sad series of crush
ing disappointments, that we really have 
no power of our own, that we submit to 
look to Him as our alone sufficiency. Peter 
could not, by any amount of effort, have 
walked on the water, even had it been ever 
so smooth. It was only with his eye upon 
his Master that he could do it. 

A few years since, while the Royal Char
lotte was being launched, a gentleman from 
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G was standing by. Hundreds at the 
same time were crowding a small bridge to 
witness the event, when suddenly the bridge 
gave way, precipitating numbers of them 
into the water. Mr. S stood looking on, 
not offering to go to the rescue, though he 
was well known to be an expert swimmer. 

"How is this, Mr. S V exclaimed 
one of the bystanders. "How is it that 
such a powerful swimmer as you are, and 
one so well able to save some of these 
people, can stand so calmly looking on ?" 

" The time has not come yet," he replied; 
" / am waiting till some of them have done 
struggling." 

Then, pulling off his coat, he jumped in, 
and bravely rescued several. 

As with those drowning ones so with us. 
"We never really get out of this second 
disappointment until we find that struggling 
means sinking, and until, having done with 
it as utterly fruitless, we look for deliverance 
altogether in Another. Naturally we want 
to make self better, and get nothing but 
heart-sickening disappointment every time 
we try. And as for the law, while exposing 
the wrong and condemning us for it, it gives 
no more power to do what is right than 
does the lighthouse, which discovers to 
some exhausted boatman that in battling 
with adverse currents he has missed his 
way, but gives him no power of rowing his 
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leaky, disabled boat to the wished-for 
harbour. His only chance now is in an 
outside deliverer. Not that he gives up 
the thought of deliverance ; he dare not do 
tha t ; but for the first time he feels that it 
must come from another source. His hope 
is not in being himself made stronger, or 
better able to cope with the tidal currents, 
or of bringing to land in any way his fast-
filling boat. No; but lighting his flaring-
signal of distress, he is soon out of his 
sinking craft and on board a rescuing 
steamer, no longer to trust to his own boat 
or his own strength for reaching the desired 
haven. 

This is the point reached in Eom. vii. 24: 
" 0 wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me ?" It is not, " Who shall help 
me to deliver myself?" or, "Who shall 
help me to make myself better ?" but, 
" Who shall deliver me from myself 
altogether f" And the answer is found 
in God Himself. " I thank God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." Deliverance does 
not come through his battling for the 
victory, but by finding that he is in Christ, 
through whom before God he now lives; 
that he has died to sin, and is no longer in 
the flesh before Him. He now stands 
before God in the life of Another—Christ 
—and is victorious in the power of Him 
whose grace has placed him there. 
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The point of deliverance being in principle 
thus reached, we are then free, in the details 
of daily life, to put it into practice. We 
learn to look to the Lord in helpless 
dependence for everything; and in that 
happy confidence, of which the Spirit of 
God is the power, we find in Him our 
entire sufficiency. 

Not long since a man who had led a very 
dissipated course was converted. He had 
got the name, among his comrades, of 
" Bull-dog Tom," because he kept and 
trained a number of fighting-dogs. One 
day he was met by a fellow-Christian, who 
enquired after his spiritual welfare ; and in 
the course of their conversation Tom made 
the following remark: 

" When I had a dog in training I only 
allowed him a certain kind of food at 
certain times in the day. Sometimes, 
while walking with me, he would see a 
bone, and, of course, instantly make toward 
it. ' No !' I would say, firmly ; and at 
once he would turn away his eye from the 
bone to look at me. Then he would slyly 
turn toward the bone again, until I once 
more spoke, and got his eye. And so I 
found in this way, that while he was 
looking at me there was a powTer in me that 
kept him from the very thing which of all 
others a dog likes best. And thus it is 
with myself," he said. " If I would be 
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kept from my old besetments, my only 
power is in looking to Him." 

Full well he knew that these old habits 
were far too strong for him to conquer in 
his own strength. 

Of course, like other human illustrations, 
this one falls short; for, after all, there was 
nothing in the dog but the nature which 
loved the forbidden thing, unless it was the 
fear of consequences if he took i t ; whereas 
in every converted soul there is. He can 
say, " I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man ; " so that there is a nature 
which takes pleasure in doing His will, 
though he finds no power in himself to 
accomplish it. He is like lame Mephibosheth, 
who ardently wished to accompany his 
royal benefactor during his exile, but was 
robbed by Ziba of the means of doing so. 
2 Samuel xix. 26. 

Let us now consider the question, 

How is this Deliverance brought about ? 

It may simplify the matter somewhat, 
perhaps, to put what is said under three 
heads ; viz., learning from God ; reckoning 
tuith God ; yielding to God. Rom. vi. 6, 
11, 16. 

1. LEARNING- FROM GOD. 

We have seen that conversion neither 
improves nor removes the old Adam nature, 
and this at once suggests another question; 
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viz., "How can such an evil tiling escape 
the judgment of God ?" There is but one 
answer. It cannot, and what is more, it has 
not escaped; for already has it had its con
demnation. " What the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh." 

There is an immense difference between 
a criminal escaping, or even being forgiven, 
and his getting the full penalty of his 
wickedness. Now, sin in the flesh has not 
escaped. Its full judgment was awarded 
when He who knew no sin was made a 
sacrifice for sin on the cross. And thus, if 
God has already judged this evil thing in 
the death of Him who is now my life, then 
in God's account I am associated with Him 
in that judgment, and my life is in Him 
beyond it. The apostle can therefore write 
to the believers in Colosse, though he had 
never seen their faces, and say, " Ye are 
dead [or, " y e have died"\ and your life 
is hid with Christ in God." Col. iii. 3. 

When faith has received from God this 
wondrous fact, the language of Eomans 
vi. 6 becomes consciously ours; we are 
entitled to count all that happened to Him 
as having happened to us—" Knowing this, 
that our old man is [or " has been "] crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
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serve sin." This verse says nothing about 
our feeling it, though when the fact is 
learned from God by faith, we become 
morally affected by it, and know the blessed 
power of it. But it may be asked, What 
is meant by our "old man"? I t is our 
entire standing as fallen children of Adam, 
our state as characterized by the flesh, and it 
is this which faith now sees, and which we 
now own, has come to an end in judgment 
before God at the cross; and deliverance 
is ours, experimentally, in consequence. 

2. BECKONING WITH GOD. 

" Our old man," then, we have seen, has 
not escaped, was not forgiven (though our 
sins have been forgiven), but has been 
crucified—" crucified with Christ." I learn 
from the Word that this is the way God 
reckons; and what I have to do is to 
reckon with Him. " Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God in Jesus Christ our 
Lord." v. 11. There is no other life for 
me before God but the life of Christ. As 
in the Flood, all flesh was either in the 
waters of death and judgment outside the 
ark, or alive inside, so is it now. See John 
xii. 3 1 ; Gen. vi. 13. I am either alive to 
God (and that can only be in Christ), or I 
am alive in self under judgment. A soul 
must quit the ground of self to be clear 
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of condemnation, and this he can only do 
as by faith he reckons with God. 

But now comes a practical difficulty. 
Some troubled one may say, " How can I go 
and reckon myself dead to sin when I daily 
find the actual workings of the flesh within 
me ? What shameful hypocrisy do I find in 
myself, what pride, what unworthy motives, 
what unclean thoughts ! Yea, even in the 
attitude of prayer, what vain and unholy 
feelings will spring up within me! How, then, 
can I reckon myself to be dead unto sin ?" 

God does not ask us to feel that " our 
old man" is dead; for, as an actual fact, 
the flesh is still within us, and will be to 
the end of the story; but He does ask us 
to reckon with Him about it, and to re
member that He counts it as having 
already had its judgment. 

A story is told of an old Scotchman who 
might be seen reading his Bible, and that 
after a very interesting fashion too; for 
while doing so he would slowly run his 
finger along each line, saying, " i " think 
Thy thoughts after Thee, 0 God." Now, 
here was a simple, bright specimen of faith. 
Consider it well, my reader. Faith gets 
God's thoughts, and thinks with Him; faith 
learns how He reckons, and reckons with 
Him ; and does this even when appearances, 
or even experiences, may go dead against 
it. May like wisdom be ours ! 
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Now, it is because God reckons us as 
dead with Christ that we are privileged to 
reckon ourselves as having died with Him. 

After the prophet Daniel had been 
brought out of the den of lions by the 
very king whose unalterable law had put 
him in, he had nothing more to fear from 
that side. Let' the accusers, if they will, 
repeat their charges against him. The king 
himself can now give a righteous answer, 
and Daniel be free to echo the same. " He 
has already been into the den, and having 
thus endured the full penalty, it is now 
behind his back for ever." So also with 
the three Hebrew children; they could say, 
" W e have been into the furnace at its 
hottest, in company with one like unto the 
Son of God; we have passed through it, 
and come out of it, and all that the fire 
did was to sever the cords that bound us." 

Now, we repeat, it is not that we have 
been bodily into the judgment, but our 
blessed, adorable Substitute has, and God 
holds us as identified with Him there, and 
alive in Him at the other side of i t ; and 
here come in for us the reckonings of faith. 
Eom. vi. In other words, faith reckons 
that the judgment of death (like the fire) 
has severed the tie which bound me to my 
old self fallen child of Adam, and I 
live now before God in Christ beyond both 
death and judgment. If that old Christian 
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who, in the writer's hearing, once said, "I 
dare not even tell myself how bad I am," 
had known this, she could have well afforded 
to face the worst about herself. 

Mark well, then, that there is a double 
reckoning, and that both sides must go 
together. 1. That we are "dead indeed unto 
sin." 2. That we are " alive unto God in 
Christ Jesus." (R.V.) 

Not only, therefore, are our sins gone on 
the cross, but our status as in the flesh too. 
We have lost our old position, and are now 
set before God in the life of Him who died 
for us. " The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death." Rom. viii. 2. It is 
a new life, and a free life. 

A distressed lady once remarked to the 
writer, " I 'm so worried with what I find in 
myself that I often feel I should just like 
to jump out of my own skin into some one 
else's." So making use of her figure, I re
plied, " That is exactly what I have done." 
Or, I might rather have said, what God's 
grace has done for me. Let me explain. I 
once saw a little salamander in a small 
aquarium belonging to some children in 
Ireland. A lew days \>e£ore my Visit they 
had been greatly interested in seeing him 
perform the feat of casting his skin, and 
coming out in his bright scarlet new one. 
But, after all, you see, this little lizard had 
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only got the same kind of skin over again 
—brighter looking and fresher, it is true, 
but still the same kind. 

Now, if the lady just referred to could 
really have done what she wished, all that 
could have been said to her would be, " Be 
sure you find a better, and remember that 
the whole of Adam's race cannot furnish you 
with one, for God has reviewed the whole, 
and pronounced that there is no difference." 

But it is not with us as with the sala
mander ; for though, by our death with 
Christ, we have got out of our old state, 
yet, instead of only getting into a better 
one after the first Adam type, we have come 
into a new one altogether; i.e., in the life of 
Christ risen. We are " alive to God in 
Christ Jesus." As another has put it, 
" Christ having died, we reckon ourselves 
dead, as though we had done so. He who 
has become our life, the true I, has died. 
I have died, have been crucified with Him, 
and, as a Christian, do not own the flesh to 
be any more alive at all. I speak of all 
that has happened to Christ as if it had 
happened to me, because He is become my 
life, and I live by Him. As a son (whose 
i a l W ^aas ^ot ou\y paid lak debts, W t 
made him partner) would speak of ' our 
capital, our connection,' because he ispartner, 
though he brought nothing in, and all was 
done and acquired before he became partner; 



58 LIBERTY : 

so we, in much truer, because living associa
tion with the Son." 

The great difficulty arises from not seeing-
that, while the evil principle still exists in 
us, it is no part of the Christian's new 
status before Gocl. Until this has been 
learnt the soul must, if honest, be constantly 
deploring that he is not what he ought to be; 
for in the state of his soul he is still in 
connection with the flesh, and, as we have 
seen, that never can be what it ought to be, 
never be bettered. But when he is taught 
of the Spirit to look upon the flesh as 
having only to do with his former state (as 
the salamander might regard his cast-off 
skin), that death has severed the tie between 
the old and the new, and that he is set in a 
new position before God—alive in Christ 
BEYOND CONDEMNATION—what a relief it 
is ! what a deliverance ! May the comfort 
of it be yours, dear reader ! 

Let us now come to the third thing. 

3. YIELDING TO GOD. 

In the history of David, in the first 
Book of Samuel, we are told that on one 
occasion, when pursuing the troop of 
Amalekites who had burned Ziklag, they 
found in the field a young Egyptian, 
abandoned three days before by his master, 
an Amalekite, because, as he said, " I fell 
sick." David's men brought him to their 
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master, gave him food and drink, and thus 
saved his life. When David asked if he 
could conduct him to their retreating foes, 
he made entreaty that he might not bo 
delivered into the hands of his old master. 
To this David consented, and henceforth 
the young man willingly yielded himself to 
the service of his deliverer. 

This will serve to illustrate our present 
subject. The young Egyptian had before 
his mind two masters, the old and the new. 
The old master's service would have landed 
him in death but for the timely interference 
of the new. He owed his life to the new 
master, and nothing but death to the old. 
To which, then, should he now yield himself 
to serve and obey ? Yield to his old master? 
Never ! The question was as quickly settled 
as it was proposed. Grace, kindness, and 
power were all on the side of the new master,, 
and to his service he would gladly and in
stantly yield himself. In doing so, next to 
death itself, his greatest fear was being given 
up again into the power and service of the 
old, though both his fears were groundless. 

Now, our old master was " sin," and to-
his service we once yielded ourselves as-
willing slaves, and the end of it was, as 
with the young Egyptian, death; "for the 
wages of sin is death." But a deliverer has 
come in out of pure grace, and has by the 
Lord Jesus Christ wrought deliverance. 
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Thus I am set free, "free from sin " (Rom. 
vi. 18); not in the sense, as pointed out 
elsewhere, of being free from its presence, 
as a horse is sometimes spoken of as being 
"free from vice ;" but free from its dominion, 
as the young Egyptian was free from his old 
master. I am set free by death; am free 
in the life of Him who on my account once 
"died to sin." Being thus set at liberty, 
the question arises, " To which master shall 
I now yield myself?" And then how agree
ably to the renewed heart comes the answer 
by the Spirit—" Yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead." v. 13. 
Now, we do not yield to get freedom. This 
•exhortation clearly supposes that we have 
got it. We yield because we are free, 
though only in yielding thus do we enjoy 
our true liberty; only thus have we " our 
fruit unto holiness." v. 22. 

To God, then, we are debtors, and "not 
to the flesh, to live after the flesh ;" for we 
are alive in the life of Christ, and not in 
our own ; and this blessed position of being 
" alive" out of death is entirely of grace, 
and not of legal effort, and therefore He 
•can add, " Sin shall not have dominion over 
you; for ye are not under law, but under 
grace." Eom. vi. 13, 14; viii. 12. The 
claims of the law supposed that I had 
power to obey its commands, or that I 
thought I had ; grace supposes that I have 
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none at all, but teaches me, as in the life of 
Another, now my life by the Spirit, to yield 
myself to God, thereby getting His victorious-
power in place of my own utter helplessness. 
" When I am weak, then am I strong." 

A young miner in Yorkshire, who had 
recently been converted, was being closely 
watched one day by an overlooker in the pit, 
who stood unobserved at a little distance. 
This young collier was in difficulty. A 
little truck of coal had got off the rails at 
a point where the metals curved, and he 
was trying hard to get it on again. The 
overlooker noticed that wdien he lifted the 
truck on at one end it jumped off again at 
the other. Then he would go round and 
lift once more, when off went the wheels-
from the opposite end ! Now, the watch
man knew what a violent-tempered young 
man this collier had been, and how rash he 
had often been with his tongue, so he 
thought to himself, " I ' m sure he'll break 
out directly." And break out he did, as-
we shall see. 

Once more he went round the truck, and 
with more than usual care he was seen to lift 
the wheels on to the metals, when, lo ! how 
wearying ! how annoying ! the other wheels 
immediately left the raits. And then it was 
that he " broke out"—but broke out with 
what, think you % He broke out singing— 

" I need Thee every hour." 
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In the moment of need lie turned to 
Him whom he had learned to know as his 
sufficiency. How blessed! Oh, that all 
our " outbreaks " in moments of trial were 
of this kind ! What praise would redound 
to our blessed Lord ! What joyful victories 
for us ! , 

"As weaker than a bruised reed, 
I cannot do without Thee," 

should be our constant cry, as in absolute 
weakness we cling to Him alone. 

Another word as to this " yielding." 
There are many true, earnest souls to

day who are seeking what is called a " higher 
life." No doubt what they are really seek
ing is the deliverance we have been speaking 
of; but they hope to reach it by an act of 
entire consecration, thus beginning alto
gether at the wrong end. But look at 
Komans vi. 13 again. We are here ex
horted to yield ourselves to God as those 
that are alive from the dead. In other 
words, we do not yield to get this blessing, 
but because, through grace, it is ours already. 
We hold ourselves to be such. On the 
other hand, we cannot have peace and joy 
by the Holy Ghost in our souls unless there 
is unreserved surrender to the Lord. It is 
thus that we prove " what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God." 
Horn. xii. 2. 

This must be the practical, every-day 
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exercise of our souls before God : "Always 
bearing about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our body." 2 Cor. iv. 
10. The more our souls are set upon this 
the more shall we look forward with joy to 
the day when our very bodies shall be con
formed like to His body of glory. Then we 
shall enjoy the " liberty of the glory of the 
children of God." But now He would 
have us enjoy the liberty of grace. And, 
oh, what liberty it is ! Liberty to look at 
my sins in the light of His judgment-throne, 
and know that I am justified from them all, 
and that the very One wTho will sit in judg
ment has done it. Liberty to look at all 
the evil of my corrupt Adam nature, and 
not only know that God expects no good 
thing from it, but that its condemnation 
has taken place once for all upon the cross. 
Liberty to reckon with God as to indwelling 
evil, and to regard it as having been con
demned in the cross, and that my new 
standing before Him is in Christ, the old 
man, the flesh, having no place before Him 
at all, save as a thing whose judgment is 
passed already. " There is therefore now 
NO CONDEMNATION to them which are in 
Christ Jesus." Eomans yiii. 1. Liberty to 
look away from self for everything, know
ing that all God could wish for in a man 
He finds in Christ, and that " as He is, 
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so are we in this world." 1 John iv. 17 ; 
John xiv. 20. Liberty to regard myself 
as entirely connected with the renewed 
nature, the old " I " no longer, but Christ 
my life, and the Holy Spirit the power of 
occupying my heart with Christ, in whom 
is all my expectation. Liberty to regard 
God no longer as a Judge taking notice of 
what I am in myself, but as having put me 
in Christ's place as a son, so that by the 
spirit of adoption I cry, " Abba, Father ;" 
and as finding His delight and joy in 
blessing me, and making me happy. Liberty 
to know that if the Son has made me free 
I am free indeed. John viii. 32-36. Liberty 
to look at the glory shining in the face of 
Jesus, and to be at home in that blessed 
place of holiness and love. Liberty to 
remember that every blessing comes to me 
through and in Christ in such unmerited 
grace that I need never henceforth search 
my own heart for a single reason why He 
should or should not bless me, either here 
or hereafter. Liberty to serve, in the con
straint of loving gratitude, the blessed 
Deliverer Himself, and His beloved saints 
for His sake, until the return of His Son 
from heaven. This is liberty indeed, dear 
reader. Is it yours ? p p 



" C A U G H T UP" 
BY THE BRIDEGROOM. 

COMING WITH THE KING 

DEAR READER, are you aware of it ? The 
Lord Jesus Christ is coming again ! 

Thousands on every hand are being 
awoke up to this solemn, yet blessed fact; 
and though the latter-day "scoffers" are 
asking, " Where is the promise of His 
coming?" (2 Peter iii. 4), and the "evil 
servant" saying in his heart, " My Lord 
delayeth His coming" (Matt. xxiv. 48), 
yet " He that shall come will come, and 
will not tarry." (Heb. x. 37.) "At such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh." (Matt. xxiv. 44.)^ 

There is an unmistakeable and growing 
conviction in the minds of God's people all 
over the world—a conviction, moreover, 
based upon the truths of His word—that 
the Church's history on the earth is about 
to close; that the Lord Jesus is coming to 

F 
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take His Bride away to the Father's house 
on high. 

Reader, are you yet alive to the reality 
of this solemn matter, and what it involves ? 
If not, may the Holy Spirit use these few 
pages to awaken your precious soul, " lest 
coming suddenly He find you sleeping." 
(Mark xiii. 36.) 

There are four things, in connection with 
this subject, which I desire briefly to bring 
before you: 

1st. The promise of His coming. 
2nd. The Person who is coming. 
3rd. The purpose of His coming. 
4th. The.preparation for His coming. 

THE PROMISE 0>F HIS COMING. 

Time was, when His coming as the 
humbled Sufferer was still an unfulfilled 
prophecy. Many a generation had come 
and gone; empires had arisen, and again 
crumbled to the dust; Israel and Judah 
had been " scattered," or carried away into 
captivity; and a remnant of the people 
had been again restored to their land; but 
no promised Messiah had yet appeared. 
The great majority of those returned from 
the Babylonish captivity had, no doubt, 
settled comfortably down, and well-nigh 
forgotten the promised coming One, when 
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lo! one morning there was a great stir in 
Jerusalem. Strange visitors had come— 
come with the wondrous tidings that the 
long - promised King was born. From 
Herod's palace to the priests in the temple, 
and from the priests to the people, the 
news must have spread most rapidly. 

But what was the result of this intelli
gence ? Was it a united shout of praise 
to God from the sons of Zion for at last 
fulfilling His word, and sending the 
Messiah ? Did not every face beam with 
delight, and every heart dance for very 
joy ? Alas ! no. The very opposite. Sad
ness filled the city. " Herod the king was 
troubled, and all Jemcsalem with him." 
(Matt. ii. 3.) 

But how was this ? Well, if from the 
Scriptures they knew anything about the 
matter at all, they must have known that 
Isaiah had foretold that the " king should 
reign in righteousness." (xxxii. 1.) 

Now though there was in Jerusalem at 
the time plenty of .sv^-righteousness, there 
was, no doubt, in the minds of most, an 
inward consciousness that they were not 
ready for the righteous One's presence, 
and therefore the tidings which ought to 
have filled every bosom in Jerusalem with 
thankfulness and joy, only produced trouble 
and dismay. 
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Still, whether they were prepared to 
welcome Him or not, He had come; come 
to reveal the Father; come, not only as 
Israel's Messiah, but as "Saviour of the 
world." The solemn sequel you well know. 
" God's Beloved " was hated and rejected, 
and Hiswondrous pathway on earth brought 
to a close at Calvary—" by wicked hands 
crucified and slain." 

God had thus far fulfilled the promise 
made unto the fathers in sending Jesus; 
they had fulfilled the prophetic writing in 
condemning Him. (Acts xiii. 27, 32, 33.) 

Before His death, however, the Pro
mised One became Himself a Promiser. 

He had gathered around Him His 
beloved disciples. The traitor Judas had 
just left the little company. The dark 
shadow of the cross was but a few 
paces ahead, and He had been giving 
them a hint about it. What a moment 
it was! 

Think of those sorrowful and bewildered 
faces as they eagerly bend to catch these 
farewell communications ! " Let not your 
heart be troubled" (He says) : "ye believe 
in God, believe also in me." As though 
H e had said, " You trusted in God without 
seeing Him, and now that I am going 
away from you out of sight, put the same 
confidence in me. God made you a pro-
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mise by the prophets, and He faithfully 
fulfilled that promise in sending me. I, 
too, am going to make you a promise, and 
you must just trust me for the fulfilment of 
that also." 

But what was this new promise ? 
Read John xiv. 2, 3, and you will see : 

" In my Father's house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, / 
will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also." 

A grosser mistake could not be made 
than to suppose that this second " C07ning" 
of His means "death? Let me give you 
an illustration of the difference. A kind-
hearted father takes his son for the first 
time to some distant boarding-school. On 
parting with him, he plainly sees what a 
struggle is going on in the poor little 
fellow's breast as he tries hard to hold 
back the tears. So, to comfort him, the 
father says, " Come, cheer up, my boy. I 
must leave you now, and return home; but 
when the day comes round for school days 
to end and holidays to begin, / will come 
again myself, and take you back home 
with me." 

Now could there be any mistake, think 
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you, as to what the father intended to con
vey to his troubled boy by these words ? 
And yet the language of the blessed Lord 
to His sorrowing disciples, at the eventful 
crisis just alluded to, is no less plain and 
unmistakeable. 

It was not, " I am going away to heaven, 
but you shall die and come to me there;" 
but, " I f I go and prepare a place for you, 
/ will come again, and receive you unto 
myself." 

If believers are called to die, Scripture 
speaks of them as being " absent from the 
body, and present with the Lord!' (2 Cor. 
v. 8.) Whereas when the Lord's coming 
takes place, instead of being " absent from 
the body " (or, as verse 4 expresses it, "2in-
clothed"), their bodies will be fashioned "like 
unto His glorious body." (Phil. iii. 21 \ 
1 Cor. xv. 52.) " I n a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye," the " dead in Christ" 
will be raised, and the living "changed." 
So that, instead of the coming of the Lord 
being death, it will be the undoing of all 
that death has done to the bodies of God's 
people for nigh six thousand years. What 
a morning of victory both for Him and 
those who know Him ! 

But let us now consider the second part 
of our subject; viz., 
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T H E PERSON WHO IS COMING. 

Many, who know something of the 
doctrine of the Lord's coming, seem to get 
their souls engrossed with "events" which 
they think have been, or are being, fulfilled, 
rather than with the blessed Person Him
self who is coming. < 

A widowed mother stands upon the 
pier-head of a seaport town, eagerly gazing 
seaward. She has heard that transport 
ships, bringing Her Majesty's troops from 
a foreign battle-field, are soon to arrive, 
and in one of them she ardently hopes to 
see her much-loved son. Preparations 
for a " grand review," to take place soon 
after the brave men have landed, are being-

made on a large scale. But these things 
have very little attraction for her. Military 
bands, and waving banners, and triumphal 
arches, may gratify the mere observer of 
passing events; but it is for her own dear 
lad that she waits. Day and night, since 
he departed, has she longed and prayed 
for his return ; and what could really give 
her such joy as getting him safely back ? 
not that she has any objection to seeing 
him honoured at the coming " review ;" 
for she believes him to be well worthy of 
all the honour they will give him ; but even 
this will take place after he has landed. 
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The uppermost thought in her heart now 
is this—"he is coming." 

Now, dear reader, there may be certain 
events happening to-day which seem to 
indicate that the time cannot be far distant 
when the "Sun of Righteousness" shall 
arise with healing in His wings "for the 
remnant of Israel who fear His name," 
and with consuming judgment for the 
wicked. (Read for yourself of that " day 
that shall burn as an oven," "that great 
and terrible day of the Lord" in the last 
chapter of Malachi.) But the Christian's 
immediate hope is the return of Christ 
Himself"as "the Bright and Morning Star" 
as He Himself so expresses it in Rev. xxii. 
16. Using His own ever-precious, per
sonal name, H e says, " / fesus have sent 
mine angel to testify these things in the 
churches. I am the root and the offspring 
of David, and the Bright and Morning 
Star." 

Now the morning star appears in the 
heavens before the rising of the sun, some
times a considerable time before. It is 
between the time that He comes as the 
"Morning Star," and the time He appears 
as the " Sun of Righteousness," that the 
terrible judgments spoken of in the Reve
lation will visit the earth. Then will that 
terrible consummation of wickedness and 
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lawlessness, that "man of sin" the anti
christ, come upon the scene (2 Thess. ii.) ; 
then, too, the "time of Jacob's trouble" (Jer. 
xxx. 7), and " the great tribulation " (Matt, 
xxiv. 21, 22) will make themselves felt, 
and a saved remnant be preserved in the 
midst of it, like the three Hebrew children 
in the fiery furnace. Then those in pro
fessing Christendom, who have " not re
ceived the love of the truth that they 
might be saved," will be given over by 
God Himself to a " strong delusion to 
believe a lie, that they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness." (2 Thess. 
ii. 11, 12.) Then, indeed, there will be 
numberless signs—-signs of a most appall
ing character, plenty of heart-crushing 
sorrows, with sights and sounds that shall 
make the stoutest hearts quail—so that 
" men shall seek death, and shall not find 
i t ; and shall desire to die, and death shall 
flee from them." (Rev. ix. 6.) But re
member that all these are to be expected 
after the " Morning Star" has risen, and 
not before; i.e. after the Church, His 
heavenly bride, has been caught away from 
the earth to meet the Lord in the air. 

Oh, let us never forget that it is HIMSELF 
who is coming so quickly to "gather His 
ransomed ones home!" 
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Looking for "events" instead of for 
Him, sadly robs the heart of much of 
that freshness and comfort which is the 
believer's true portion in view of this 
heavenly hope. Indeed the enemy has 
been but too successful in making the 
gracious promise of His coming to appear, 
as much as possible, like an angry, judicial 
threat; whereas, as we have seen in John 
xiv., it was the Great Physician's choicest 
cordial for the fainting hearts of His 
trembling followers. And when the 
inspired apostle, years afterwards, writes 
his first letter to the bereaved and 
persecuted young converts at Thessalonica, 
he adds, to what he had just been telling 
them of the Lord's coming, this short 
but significant sentence—"Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words!' 
Now let us turn to i Thess. iv. 16, and 
carefully examine these words of comfort: 
" The Lord HIMSELF shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, TO MEET THE LORD in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord" 

Now notice that it was a real living 
Man, the Lord Himself, who was going to 
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descend from heaven. It was the Lord Him
self that they were going to meet in the 
air. At their conversion they had been 
taught that the "same fesus" who had, 
by His death and resurrection, delivered 
them from " the wrath to come," was 
coming again; and they " turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true 
God, and to wait" (not for certain prophetic 
events to be fulfilled, but) "for His Son 

from heaven." (i Thess. i. 9, 10.) And 
again, in writing to the Philippians, Paul 
says, " Our conversation " (or citizenship) 
"is in heaven, from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, tlie Lord fesus Christ;" i.e. 
they were on the outlook for a Person, and 
that Person the known, and loved, and 
trusted Son of God. 

Now, where that blessed Saviour is not 
known; where His finished work is not 
trusted, nor His authority bowed to, there 
is little wonder that the news of His near 
approach should strike the conscience with 
terror and dismay, as in religious Jerusalem 
of old. 

But, beloved fellow-Christian, it ought 
not to be so with you. We ought, most 
assuredly, to be exercised about the suit
ability of" our walk and ways to Him who is 
coming; and if we lay the promise of His 
speedy return to heart, we certainly shall 
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be. " Every man that hath this hope in 
Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure." 
{i John iii. 3.) We ought never to forget, 
moreover, that "we shall all be manifested 
before His judgment-seat;" when all our 
service shall be reproduced, and "every 
man receive his own reward according to 
his own labour." This, however, like the 
"grand review-day " in our illustration, will 
be an after event. And besides, just as in a 
military "review " all the soldiers appear in 
their best, so shall we appear at His judg
ment-seat, clothed in bodies of glory like His 
own—we shall even be "raised in glory." 
{1 Cor. xv. 43.) But He is first coming for 
us, as a loving Bridegroom to take home 
His bride; and I repeat it again, there is 
nothing whatever for the true believer to 
fear in connection with it, though plenty 
to humble and to exercise the most de
voted of us. 

A few years since, in Manchester, I 
•overtook a little boy about six years of 
age, as he leisurely sauntered along the 
street. As I approached him he was 
singing a little song—one of his own com
posing, I expect. A tiny ditty it was! 
Three words took in the whole of it— 
"At ten o'clock! at ten o'clock! at ten 
o'clock!" 

H e seemed so thoroughly absorbed with 
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it, and repeated it so very often, that my 
curiosity was aroused to enquire what he 
could really mean by it. After a few kind 
words, he opened out his little heart to
me. It appeared that his mother had been 
from home for some time, but that his father 
had received a letter to say she would be 
home that very day "a t ten o'clock." I 
need hardly say that the little morning: 
carol needed no further explanation. The 
news of his mother's return had filled his-
heart—filled it to overflowing. No doubt 
he had sadly missed her, mourned her 
absence, and ardently longed for her re
turn. But she was coming—coming " a t 
ten o'clock," and who wonders that this 
news was good cheer to him! 

Now, why should it be otherwise with 
you and me, dear Christian reader, when 
the tidings of our Lord's return reaches 
our ears ? Have we not tasted the sweet
ness of His love ? Did He not suffer and 
die for us ? Has He not kept us all along1 

the way, since first we knew Him, relieving 
us of many a burden, succouring and 
sympathizing in many a sorrow, restoring 
us after many a fall ? Words cannot ex
press how dear we are to Him. Ah ! dear 
brother or sister, it is as we think of Him 
that our hearts warm with desire to see 
Him. 
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" Lord Jesus, when / think of Thee, 
Of all Thy love and grace, 

My spirit longs and fain would see 
Thy beauty face to face." 

Not long since a Christian lady said to 
me, "When I think sometimes of the 
Lord's coming, my heart fairly leaps within 
me." And a little girl I knew years ago— 
only eleven at the time—said, after return
ing from an errand at dusk one evening, 
" Mother, as I came up the lane just now, 
I saw the clouds moving very swiftly 
along the sky. So I stood still, and looked 
up ; for I thought that if the Lord Jesus 
were just coming, how I should like to be 
the very first to see Him!" Now, what 
was the secret of this peace and joy in the 
bosom of that dear child, as she stood all 
alone, in that quiet country lane, and at 
evening twilight, longing for a glimpse of 
His blessed face ? It was just this, she 
knew and trusted the Person who was 
coming, " whom having not seen ye love." 
She knew that, through His death for her, 
all her sins were not only freely forgiven, 
but eternally forgotten. 

But perhaps some one might say, " / 
should not be in such calm quietude if I 
thought He were coming at once, though 
from my heart I do trust His precious 
blood." 
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Ah ! then you are forgetting who it is 
that is coming. It is the "same yesus" 
who once, "weary with His journey," 
asked Samaria's daughter for a drink 
of water; the same who met; the funeral 
procession outside the city of Nain, and 
gave back to the widow her only son; who 
allowed the sinful woman in Simon's house 
to tell out her love in tears and kisses at 
His blessed feet; yea, the very same Jesus 
who spoke such wondrous words of grace 
and mercy to the dying robber at Calvary! 
It is He, it is HE HIMSELF, who is coming! 

Would you have proof of this ? Read 
in Acts i. what those two angels said to 
the disciples on mount Olivet. Their 
Master had just left them, and gone to 
heaven, but not without first taking special 
pains to impress upon them that He was 
not a Spirit, but a living Man with flesh 
and bones, which, if they doubted His 
word, they could handle and see for them
selves. (Luke xxiv. 39.) "Ye men of 
Galilee " (say the angels), " . . . this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven." (Acts i. 

Eighteen hundred years in the glory has 
not changed Him in the least. The self
same Person that Martha went forth to 
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meet, after her brother's death, is H e for 
whom we wait; and should, we be " put to 
sleep" before H e re turns—the same 
" Resurrection and the Life" who said, 
" Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go, 
that I may awake him out of sleep" will at 
His coming awake us too; that, like 
Lazarus, we may sit at the feast with 
Him "in saint - thronged courts above!* 
(See John xi. xii.) Why then should we 
fear when such a blessed Friend is coming 
from heaven to meet us ? 

" Surely / come quickly" is the cheering 
promise ; and is it not due to such a lover 
as He, that our hearts should respond, and 
say, " Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus"? (Rev. xxii. 20.) 

But let us look a little more closely at 

T H E PURPOSE OF HIS COMING. 

It is important to see that, after the 
Jewish nation had rejected and murdered 
their Messiah, God revealed to the apostle 
Paul what Scripture calls " THE MYSTERY." 

This "mystery," we are told, "had been kept 
secret since the world began" (Rom. xvi. 25), 
had been "hid in God" (Eph. in. 9); that is 
to say, there had been, above and beyond 
anything revealed in the Old Testament, 
a secret purpose in the heart of God to 
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have a bride for His beloved Son, and that 
this bride should be formed by the union 
of saved Jews and Gentiles in "one body" 
(the Church), and united by the Holy 
Ghost to Christ the Head in heaven. 
(See Col. i. 18; Eph. i. 22, 23, iii. 6, v. 
30-32.) At Pentecost the Holy Ghost 
began to effect this by baptizing into this 
"one body" those very disciples to whom 
had been made the special promise already 
referred to. (John xiv.) 

But, for the proper understanding of the 
subject before us, it is equally important to 
see that this rejection of Christ by the 
Jews left, still unfulfilled, many most im
portant Old Testament promises as to the 
earthly blessing of the nation of Israel. 
For example, read what is said of the 
reign of the trtie Son of Jesse in Isa. xi., 
when He shall have " assembled the outcasts 
of Israel, and gathered together the dis
persed of Jtidah from the four corners of 
the earth." {v. 12.) " T h e wolf also shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the falling together; 
and a little child shall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down together: and 
the lion shall eat straw like an ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole of 

G 
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the asp, and the weaned child shall put 
his hand on the cockatrice' den. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea." {vv. 6-9.) 

* Read, too, Isa. Ixv. 25, xxxv. 1; Amos 
ix. 13-15 ; Micah iv. 3 ; Hab. ii. 14, 
where we are told that the " desert shall 
rejoice, and blossom like a rose," &c, and 
that the nations "shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning - hooks, neither shall they learn 
war any more." 

Then again, as to the restoration of the 
nation to their own land, read such passages 
as Isa. xxxv. 10; Jer. xxiii. 5, 6 ; Ezek. 
xxxvi. 24; Jer. xxxi. 10. 

By a careful perusal of these and like 
Scriptures you will find that these promised 
blessings are not the result of the conver
sion of the world, through the preaching of 
the gospel; but, on the contrary, that they 
will be preceded by, and ushered in with, 
most terrible judgments on the wicked. 

Now remember that every jot and tittle 
of these Scriptures will most surely be 
fulfilled. (Matt. v. 18.) 

* It is particularly requested that where, for want of 
space, the Scripture is not quoted, the texts referred to 
should be carefully examined. (Acts xvii. n . ) 
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Thus we see that, when He went to 
heaven, He left two sets of promises to be 
fulfilled—those to the Church, and those 
to Israel: each peculiarly distinct from the 
other. In fulfilling one H e will come 
forth as Isaac once did, when, according to 
Gen. xxiv., he went out and met Rebecca, 
not as a righteous judge, or a warrior 
king, but in the tender devotedness of a 
loving bridegroom ; whereas, in fulfilling 
the other, He wall come forth as David, 
the mighty conqueror, to " take His great 
power, and reign." In other words, He is 
the C/mrctis Bridegroom; He is Israel's 
King. 

There are, therefore, two distinct phases 
of the Lord's second coming mentioned in 
the word of God—two stages, so to speak, 
in the same journey. First, He will de
scend into the air to catch away His saints 
to heaven; then, after a short period has 
elapsed, H e will return to reign, when His 
heavenly saints will share His kingdom 
glories, and reign with Him. 

Let me illustrate this part of our subject. 
While walking down the high road one 
morning, you notice, we will suppose, a 
little pool of water. Carefully stepping 
out of the way of it, you proceed on your 
way, and think little more about it. A few 
•days later, however, you happen to pass 
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the same way again; but the drops of 
water, before noticed, are nowhere to be 
seen. Even those that had sunk the low
est, and got down out of sight into the 
earth beneath, have gone too. And what 
has become of them ? Why the bright 
sun in the heavens shone upon them, and 
by his attractive power drew them all away 
upward toward himself. No one saw them 
depart, but they have certainly gone. 

After a few weeks, those selfsame drops 
are seen by you once more. But how 
changed since last you saw and turned 
away from them in the muddy pool! They 
are lovely white snow-flakes now, and the 
admiration of everybody! 

Thus will it be, dear reader, presently. 
The Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven, and in the "twinkling of an eye" 
raise from the dust the bodies of all His 
sleeping saints, and change the bodies of 
the living ones at the same moment, catch
ing both up together to meet Him in the 
air. 

We have no scripture warrant for sup
posing that the unsaved will see them go. 
Probably the solemn discovery that every 
one of them is missing- will be the first 
announcement of what has taken place. 
" Enoch was not found, for God had 
translated him," (Heb. xi. 5.) Well theu, 
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having, with more or less privacy, taken 
the Church to glory, she will next appear, 
in fullest publicity, "with Him in glory" 
when, as it is written, " every eye shall see 
Him." (Rev. i. 7.) 

But the blessed Lord Himself, in one 
chapter, draws a most graphic picture of 
these two phases of His coming. I refer 
to Matt. xxv. In the parable of the "ten 
virgins" He portrays one feature of it; 
in the parable of the "sheep and goats" 
the other. 

In the one, the wise virgins are seen 
going in with the bridegroom to the 
"marriage;" in the other the king is seen 
coming out to judge. I pray you mark 
well the striking contrast. 

Again, in the first parable the saved are 
taken to heaven, and the unsaved left on 
the earth for coming judgment. In the 
last it is the wicked who are taken away in 
judgment, while the "righteous" are left 
on earth, to share the blessings of Messiah's 
kingdom. 

In one case the saints go in, and the 
"door is shut;" in the other, "heaven is 
opened" and the saints come out. 

Now in Rev. iv. v. and xix. we are told 
what actually takes place in heaven after 
the Church has been "caught up," and 
"gone in." In chapter iv. 4 the saints as 
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"elders," are seen sitting around the throne, 
clothed in white raiment, with crowns of 
gold on their heads; and in verses 10, n 
they are seen in the act of worship, falling 
down before Him who sits upon the 
throne, casting their crowns at His feet, 
and saying, " Thou art worthy, O Lord." 
(See also chap. v. 9.) Then in chap. xix. 7, 
after referring to a mighty burst of " alle
luias " at the commencement, we read, 
" Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 
honour to Him : for the marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and His wife hath made 
herself ready." Then comes the marriage 
supper, (v. 9.) Thus you see if Matt. xxv. 
gives us the plaintive cry of the " foolish " 
outside, Rev. xix. tells of the festive joy of 
the saved inside. Reader, with which 
company shall you find your portion ? 

Then again in Rev. xix. 11-16 we see 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
accompanied by His armies, coming out 
of the opened heavens to "judge and make 
war!' 

But let us take another glance at Matt, 
xxv. A common, but totally erroneous 
thought about the last parable in the 
chapter is, that it is a picture of the 
general judgment, as it is called; and ac
cordingly it is often asked, " Shall we not 
all stand before Him to be judged, and 
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have our place assigned us among the 
sheep on His right hand or the goats on 
the left ?" I boldly answer, "No." What 
is contemplated here is the judgment of 
the Gentile nations found on the earth 
when the true King comes to reign. The 
Greek word,* which is here translated 
"nations" is rendered "theGentiles" ninety-
two times, the "heathen" five times, and 
" nations " twenty-five times, and indicates 
" a present existence or locality upon 
earth." 

Now Israel was "not to be reckoned 
among the nations!' (Num. xxiii. 9.) Still 
less are the saints who compose the Church 
thus reckoned. (See Col. iii. 1 1 ; Acts 
xv. 14.) 

Then, it may be asked, If neither Israel 
nor the Church form part of the " nations " 
here judged, where do they find their place 
in this solemn scene ? 

Let Scripture supply the answer. 
1. As to the saints of this dispensation. 
"When Christ, who is our life, shall 

appear, then shall ye also appear WITH H I M 
in glory." (Col. iii. 4.) 

" Behold, the Lord cometh with ten tkoit-
sands of .His saints, to execute judgment," 
&c. (Jude 14, 15.) 

" The Lord my God shall come, and all 
* See G. V. WIGRAM'S Greek and English Concordance. 
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the saints with thee . . . . and the Lord 
shall be king over all the earth!' (Zee. xiv. 
5, 9 ; see also Rev. iii. 21.) 

What could be more distinct than this 
as to where the "co-heirs" will be when 
the "appointed Hei r" of all things takes 
the inheritance ? 

2. As to Israel. 
Remember, in the first place, that this 

nation was of the "seed of Abraham," 
according to the flesh. Notice too that in 
Matt. i. 1 we are told that Jesus Christ 
was the Son of David, "the Son of Abra
ham-" and in Heb. ii., " He took on Him 
the seed of Abraham!' Thus, while as 
Son of David He is their "King:" as Son 
of Abraham He can speak of them as His 
" brethren;" and, in fulfilment of the pro
phecy of Abraham's son (Isaac), He blesses 
all who have befriended the sons of Jacob, 
and curses all who have not. " Cursed be 
every one that curseth thee; and blessed be 
he that blesseth thee." (Compare Gen. 
xxvii. 29 with Matt. xxv. 34, 41.) 

The "sheep" mentioned in this parable, 
represent those among the " Gentile na
tions " who have befriended the faithful 
ones among the scattered sons of Jacob, 
and the "goats" those who have not done 
so. 

The former (like Ruth the Moabitess, 
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who shewed kindness to the poor widowed 
daughter of Israel) will be rewarded by 
being allowed to share the blessings of 
Messiah's millennial reign over the earth, 
while the latter will be cut off in judgment. 

There is nothing in this parable about 
the resurrection of the dead, or the end of 
the world; nor yet in Rev. xix., which 
pictures the same scene. The resurrection 
of the saved will have taken place before, 
as we saw in i Thess. iv. 16 and i Cor. 
xv. 51. 

The resurrection of the WICKED DEAD 
will not take place until after the thousand 
years of the Messiah's reign. 

In Rev. xx. 4-6, after speaking of the 
various classes of saved ones who would 
"live and reign with Christ a thousand 
years," we read, " But the rest of the dead 
lived not again until the thousand years are 

finished. This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in 
the first resurrection: on such the second 
death hath no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with Hint a thousand years!' 

Is it not clear therefore that there will 
be TWO RESURRECTIONS ? The first, includ
ing all who will reign with Him a thotcsand 
years, and which must necessarily take 
place therefore before the thousand years; 
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and " the rest of the dead" who will not be 
raised"itntil the thousand'years arefinished" 
when heaven and earth shall flee away, and 
the " dead, small and great," shall stand for 
judgment before the GREAT WHITE THRONE, 
and be cast into the lake of fire for ever. 
John then adds, " I saw a new heaven and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous
ness." Blessed be God for revealing such 
wondrous realities to our finite minds, and 
giving us an understanding of them by 
His Spirit. " Oh, the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God." (Rom. xvi. 33.) 

Let us now consider, briefly, the last 
part of the subject before us ; viz., 

T H E PREPARATION FOR HIS COMING. 

There are " two ways in which Scripture 
speaks of our being ready." 

1. "They that were ready went in with 
Him to the marriage, and the door was 
shut." (Matt. xxv. 10.) 

2. " I am now ready to be offered. . . . . 
I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith : hence
forth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day: and not 
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to me only, but to all them also that love 
His appearing." (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) 

In the first sense, "all that are Christ 's" 
(1 Cor. xv. 23) are ready. They have 
believed on Him, been washed from their 
sins by Him; they are accepted in Him 
(Eph. i. 6), they are indwelt by His Holy 
Spirit (Rom. viii. 9), and all this without a 
single merit of theirs. They give " thanks 
to the Father, who HATH MADE THEM MEET 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light!' (Col. i. 12-14.) 

But, in the second sense, Paul was ready, 
not merely because he was saved—he 
knew that years before—but because His 
service and testimony had been such, that 
He was conscious of his Master's "well 
done" in "that day." 

Let me try and simplify it for you, by 
another illustration, before I close. W e 
will suppose that you send your son, on 
business of some importance, to a distant 
market town. You furnish him, on starting, 
with a ticket for the whole journey, going 
and coming. You give him all necessary 
instructions as to where he is to go, and 
what he is to do, exhorting him in conclu
sion to give all diligence in the carrying 
out of your wishes, especially as his time 
there will be but short. 

When he reaches the town, for a little 
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while he appears to be very earnest and 
energetic; but, after the execution of a 
very small part of his business, he falls in 
with a few old companions, forgets your 
kind entreaty to be diligent, and loiters 
here and there sight-seeing with them, until 
at last he is startled by the stroke of the 
town clock, showing, alas! that he hasn't 
a minute to spare if he would catch the 
last train back. Off he rushes to the 
station, and is only just in time to take his 
seat. The door is shut, the signal is given, 
and the next moment he is safely on his 
way home. 

Now, was he ready for the journey 
home ? 

The answer is twofold. Yes, and no! 
As to all the requirements of the rail

way company, "yes;" for he had got his 
ticket [no thanks to him for that : you had 
pzirchased it for him\. Not a single official 
on the line dare dispute his title to travel 
safe home. 

But what about his business, and your 
wishes ? Ah, he has forfeited your smile 
of approval for that! You cannot say 
" well done " for faithful service, and yet 
that very night he has a place with the 
family as a son at your own supper-table. 

Now every believer has, in a once cruci
fied, now glorified, Saviour, at God's right 
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hand, what answers to the "ticket;" viz., 
an undeniable proof that a full fare has 
been paid. But, while "all that believe 
are justified" (Acts xiii. 39), and "whom 
H e justified, them H e also glorified" {Rom. 
viii. 30), yet all believers will not, in that 
day, get the same reward. " Every man 
shall receive his own reward, according to 
his own labour." (1 Cor. iii. 8.) 

The Lord will take account both of the 
quantity and the quality of our work— 
"how much every man has gained by 
trading" (Luke xix. 15), and "of what 
sort it is." (1 Cor. iii. 13.) 

God grant, dear Christian reader, that 
your happy portion and mine may be, not 
only to have a title to " g o in with Him to 
the marriage," and sit down at home with 
Him there, but that we may be found 
watching, waiting, and working for Him 
here, consulting His wishes, and caring for 
His interests, in the constraining power of 
His never-changing love, UNTIL HE COME. 
Let us bear in mind, that if we would take 
up our cross, and in loving devotedness 
follow Him, it must be now. 

It is a difficult day—"perilous times" 
have come, "evil men and seducers are 
waxing worse and worse, deceiving, and 
being deceived." (2 Tim. iii. 13.) (What 
a solemn contradiction to the popular 
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blunder, that the whole world will be con
verted before He comes!) It is a day of 
loud profession and low practice; a day 
when a spirit of lawlessness abounds in 
the world, and when looseness of principle, 
and lack of loyalty to Christ abounds in 
the Church. 

Yet, spite of everything, we shall have 
" God and the word of His grace" to the 
end --His word to direct our steps, and His 
grace to sustain us in the right path when 
we have found it. Let us not be deceived 
by " appearances" in this boastful day, nor 
be discouraged if we do not find, in the path 
of obedience, that which, to the outward 
eye, looks like success. " To obey is better 
than sacrifice!' May our blessed Master's 
exhortation sink down into our ears : " Let 
your loins be girded about, and your lights 
burning; and ye yourselves like tmto men 
that wait for their lord, when he will 
return from the wedding; that when he 
cometh and knocketh, they may open 
to him immediately. Blessed are those 
servants, whom the Lord when he cometh 
shall find watching: verily I say unto you, 
that he shall gird himself, and make them 
to sit down to meat, and will come forth 
and serve them." (Luke xii. 35-37.) 

" Oh, let the thought our spirits cheer, 
The Lord Himself will soon be here !* 
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Unsaved reader, a word with you. Do 
let me remind you of the suddenness of 
His coming, and of the certainty of your 
being left behind should He find you 
without " oil in your vessel." Cast your 
eye into the future for a moment. Think 
how swiftly the wings of time are bearing 
you into eternity. Oh, what an ETERNITY ! 

To be left on earth to discover that the 
saved (perhaps many a friend and many a 
relative) have been " caught up " to heaven 
without you; that you have turned a deaf 
ear to the last warning the Spirit will ever 
give you; heard in unbelief your last gospel 
preaching, and refused mercy's last call, 
will be sad and solemn enough. But not 
less sad will it be for your body to be left 
beneath the sod in your cold, dark grave 
while the "thousand years" of millennial 
blessing shall roll along, when the " whole 
earth shall be filled with His glory" (Ps. 
lxxii. 19), and the Prince of Peace have 
universal dominion "from sea to sea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth." 
(Zech. ix. 10.) Oh, yes, to miss all that 
will be a dreadful loss ! But there will be 
ETERNITY to face after that, remember! 
You will be raised from the dead by the 
voice of the Son of God. (John v. 28, 
29.) Righteous judgment at the great 
white throne will follow. Every idle word, 
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every day's history, will have to be ac
counted for; and, " as God is true," your 
certain doom will be an eternity in the lake 
of fire ! Treat it not lightly. The door is 
still open. Jesus still invites you. His 
people are still here. But I solemnly 
warn you of your danger, and earnestly 
entreat you to flee to the refuge while 
" yet there is room." He might even come 
before you have time to close this little book ! 
Be in earnest then. Fall down at His 
feet, and confess your sinful state before 
Him. H e will welcome, bless, and save 
you just now. Blessed, thrice blessed 
Saviour! 

" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners." (i Tim. i. 15.) 

Once let the Master rise up and " shut 
to the door," and your doom is settled FOR 
EVER. Thank God, " YET THERE IS ROOM." 

GEO. C. 

NOTE.—For further instruction on this most interesting 
subject, my reader would do well to consult " The Lord's 
Coming: Israel, and the Church" by T. B. Baines, which 
can be secured through any bookseller, or direct from the 
publisher, W. H. Broom, 15, Paternoster Square. 2s. 6d. 
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DID it ever strike you, dear reader, that 
the same word which yields sweetest 

consolation to the true believer, effectually 
extinguishes every ray of hope for the 
unbeliever, and leaves him nothing but 
darkness and utter despair ? That word 
heads this little paper. 

To make this the more distinct, let us 
ask two questions, which, by the lips of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, are both answered by 
this very word. 

1. Can the man or woman, who dies in 
unbelief, ever be saved ? Mark the solemn 
answer—NEVER ! 

2. Can the one who has been born again 
of the Spirit of God ever be lost ? NEVER ! 

H 
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Now, if this weighty little word were but 
the utterance of feeble man, to quote it 
might be of little moment. For example, 
the apostle Peter used it on two important 
occasions in his history, but only displayed 
thereby his own utter weakness. "Though all 
shall be offended because of Thee," he said, 
"yet will I never be offended." Matt. xxvi. 33. 

Yet what followed ? Was he not as 
vehement in the denial of his Master, as he 
had, a few short hours before, been vehe
ment in the pledge of his faithfulness ? 

Then again, in John xiii. 8, we find him 
saying to the Lord, " Thou shalt never wash 
my feet;" and yet, the next moment, only 
too glad to submit to even more than his 
gracious Master proposed. So we see that 
Peter's "Never" was proved to be as weak as 
water, and rendered utterly worthless by the 
first test brought to bear upon it. But let 
God say, "Never," and who shall gainsay it ? 
"Who can twist His " Never " so as to bring 
it within the bounds of human possibility ? 
Nay, who dare try ? Who ? Alas ! it has 
been tried, and, still worse, professed fol-
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lowers of Christ—preachers and teachers— 
either in blind ignorance or daring self-will, 
have done it. How deeply solemn ! 

But let us turn to God's word, and there 
find His answer to the questions just pro
posed. 

Mark ix. 43-48 bears directly upon the 
first, and though, for want of space, I shall 
•quote only one of these solemn verses, 
I would beg you to read, slowly and 
thoughtfully, the whole passage. 

Verse 43 runs thus: "And if thy hand 
offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee 
to enter into life maimed, than, having two 
bands, to go into hell, into the fire that 
NEVER shall be quenched." 

Now, mark this well, I pray you : not 
only is the fire " not quenched " (see verses 
44, 46, 48), but, as the Lord repeats again 
in verse 45, it "never shall be." 

And yet, in the very face of such un
mistakable language, poor foolish man (wise 
in his own conceits) would seek, by the 
breath of human argument, to quench that 
"fire." He would fain treat the gracious 
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Saviour's solemn warnings as mere idle 
threats, or persuade his alarmed conscience 
that, if there is a hell, it will only be of 
limited duration, and that, after a few 
thousand years of punishment, there will be 
an end to it. But what God said of some 
who made light of His gracious warnings, 
in Jeremiah's days, solemnly applies to these 
human reasoners of modern times : They 
" SHALL know whose words shall stand, MINE, 

or THEIRS." Jer. xliv. 28. Consider it well, 
then. " NEVER SHALL BE QUENCHED " is the 
unchanging word of the Lord. There it 
stands on record, as it fell from the lips of 
the righteous Judge and gracious Saviour. 
There it stands, and, as God is true, there 
it shall stand for ever. Not all the craft 
and power of Satan, nor all the tears of the 
weeping lost, will ever avail to quench that 
fire—never! NEVER ! 

Be warned in time, dear unsaved reader, 
lest too late you awake some day to the 
awful discovery, that when the Lord Jesus 
Christ warned sinners of the fire that "never 
shall be quenched," He meant what He said ! 
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Remember, it will not be possible then to 
correct your fatal mistake. 

But " why will ye die " ? Why ruthlessly 
push from you the outstretched hand of 
mercy? Christ still waits at the Father's 
right hand, and while He thus waits " who
soever will" may come. 

" Thousands have fled to His spear-pierced side; 
"Welcome they all have been, none were denied." 

Men, with crimes of deepest dye, have 
•come and been washed from every crimson 
stain in His precious blood. The hardest 
of men have had their hearts melted and 
won by His mighty love. And why should 
you still refuse Him ? 

Be entreated. Fall at His feet even now ; 
and, oh, what a welcome the poor prodigal 
will get! What arms of love will encircle 
him ! His sins will all be forgiven, and all 
forgotten too. " Whosoever believeth in 
Him shall receive remission of sins." Acts 
x. 43. Again I beseech you to beware of 
trifling with such momentous issues. 

" Eesist not the Spirit, no longer delay, 
God's gracious entreaties may end with to-day." 
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And then a long eternity of despair in that 
" fire unquenchable " will certainly be yours. 

May God, in rich mercy, save you from 
such an appalling doom. 

But, it may be, that some fellow-believer, 
who reads these pages, may be saying, 
"Though I can and do believe that 'Never ' 
answers the first question, I cannot as readily 
accept it as an answer to the second." 

Well, then, on what ground do you accept 
it as answering the first ? And why do you 
believe that the punishment is eternal; that 
the fire of hell never will be quenched ? 

You reply, that when the Son of God 
said, "Never shall be," the matter was for 
ever settled. 

Certainly. Whenever He spake, He was 
simply uttering the " words of God," so that 
to receive His testimony is to set to your 
seal that God is true. John iii. 33, 34. 

Now, then, turn with me to other words 
of this same blessed One * words none the 
less plain and unmistakable (John x. 27-30): 
" My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me ; and I give unto them 
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eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any one pluck them out of My 
hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is 
greater than all; and no one is able to pluck 
them out of My Father's hand." 

Just take your pencil and write down the 
two important words we have been con
sidering in Mark ix. 43, and. then beneath 
them write the two found in John x. 28, thus: 

" NEVER SHALL." 

" SHALL NEVER." 

Look at them honestly, as before Him who 
once uttered them, and say which you 
consider to be more worthy of your trust. 
Surely both are equally true, and therefore 
equally worthy of being received. 

" Ah, yes," you say ; " and I believe that 
Christ's sheep shall never perish, if " 
Stop there ! Why did you not say that the 
fire " never shall be quenched," if-

Ah ! reader, there are no " ifs " about the 
matter. " Never shall" and " Shall never " 
are alike the words of the Son of God, and 
must stand or fall together. Fall, did I say? 
Nay. "The word of our God shall stand 
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for ever." Isaiah xl. 8. " Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away." Matt. xxiv. 35. And again, 
in this very chapter (John x. 35), we are 
told that " the scripture cannot be broken." 
" Every word of God is pure : He is a shield 
unto them that put their trust in Him. 
Add thou not unto His words, lest He 
reprove thee, and thou be found a liar." 
Prov. xxx. 5, 6. 

I t is our wisdom, not to reason about 
His words, and not to add to them or take 
from them to suit our own ideas, but to 
receive them by simple faith, and rest our 
souls upon them. 

But it may be asked, " Who are the sheep 
of Christ?" 

Well, every true believer is a "sheep." 
The Lord said to the unbelieving Jews in 
that day, " Ye believe not, because ye are 
not of my sheep." John x. 26. 

Now, if the true believer is a sheep of 
Christ, and if the Great and Good Shepherd 
has given us His word for it, that no sheep 
of His shall ever perish, why not honour 
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His blessed word, and take the comfort for 
your trembling soul which He desires you 
to have ? 

But it may be further objected, " May 
not some of these ' sheep' turn out very 
badly after all, and fall sadly and deeply 
into sin?" Of this there can be no doubt 
whatever. But there is another question it 
may be helpful for us to consider first; viz., 
Did not the Shepherd, who uttered such 
assuring words about His sheep, know at 
the time He uttered them how every one 
•of these very sheep would " tu rn out"? 
Most certainly He did. This very chapter 
is witness of it. John x. 15. When He said, 
'" I lay down My life for the sheep," was He 
thinking only of His then disciples ? Look 
at the very next verse. " Other sheep I 
have, which are not of this fold" (i.e., the 
Jewish fold): " them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear My voice ; and there shall be 
one flock, and one Shepherd." "Must bring!" 
Why this "must"? Ah! there is, in that 
little word, the gracious constraint of His 
own love; just as there was a righteous 
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necessity, because of God's holiness and our 
guilt, in that same word to Nicodemus— 
" The Son of man must be lifted up." 
Oh, what a Saviour He is ! 

Without doubt, then, He had, at that 
moment, the whole of His flock before His 
mind. And, let me ask, was He going to 
die for them without knowing their sins 
beforehand ? Impossible ! Did He not let 
Peter understand that He knew his sins 
beforehand ? Yet, of Peter with the rest, 
He could say, "Shall never perish." No 
doubt Satan earnestly desired to pluck that 
sheep out of the Good Shepherd's hand. 
" But," said Jesus, " I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not." Precious assurance I 
Just notice here, in passing, that we have 
three distinct persons brought before us— 
" the Shepherd," " a sheep," and the " roar
ing lion," seeking whom he may devour, as 
Peter himself speaks of Satan afterwards. 
Now the question comes, Who is to have 
that sheep ? the "Shepherd" or the "lion"? 
" Satan hath desired to have you," was the 
Lord's word to Peter. But can he accomplish 
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that desire ? That is the vital question. 
Did he try ? He did. And, as far as " the 
sheep " was concerned, he would have come 
off victorious; for Peter could not keep 
himself, though he thought he could. But 
He who was going to lay down His life for 
the sheep knew as well how to restore by 
His intercession as to save by His death. 
" / have prayed for thee." " The Lord is 
my Shepherd." " He restoreth my soul." 

Not the feeblest, nor the most faulty,, 
sheep of Christ will Satan ever get. Blessed 
be God for that ! If we had been told that 
even one would be tempted away and 
devoured we should each one of us be saying, 
" I fear that one will be myself." But not 
so. The Father gave Him the " sheep." 
John x. 29. And He says two all-important 
things about them in connection with their 
being His Father's gift to Him : 

1. That He GIVES ETERNAL LIFE to as 
many as the Father gave Him. John xvii. 2. 

2. He says, " Those that Thou gavest Me 
1 have kept, and NONE OF THEM IS LOST."' 

John xvii. 12. And afterwards, "Of them 
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which Thou gavest Me HAVE I LOST NONE." 

John xviii. 9. 
And what is the secret of their being kept 

thus ? Is it their love or their faithfulness ? 
No ! A thousand times, NO ! Not their 
love, but His. 

"Having loved His own which were in 
the world, He loved them unto the end." 
John xiii. 1. 

Peter might fall—did fall, in spite of 
himself. He utterly broke down, and that 
when he meant to do his best. But had his 
blessed Master's love broken down in con
sequence ? No, no ! Peter's word, too, had 
fallen to the ground. Is the word of the 
Lord to fall likewise ? Never ! 

Could you not understand Peter saying, 
when he heard the cock crow on that event
ful morning, and when the thought of his 
sin burst upon him with all its depressing 
power, " Now my Master will for ever turn 
His back upon me!" Nay, Peter. The 
very opposite of that. See, what grace! 
Why, His face is turned towards His erring 
disciple immediately, and that loving look— 
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with all its unspoken language—broke his-
heart, and he went out to weep bitterly. 

Ah, no, dear fellow-Christian; no one is-
able to pluck us out of His mighty hand, or 
rob us of a place in His loving heart! 
Indeed, He speaks of His sheep in somewhat 
the same way as that in which He speaks of 
His own life. Compare John x. 18, 28. Of 
His own life He could say, " No man taketh 
it from Me." Of His sheep He says,, 
"Neither shall any man" (or "any one") 
"pluck them out of my hand." And, in 
another place, He says, " Because I live, ye 
shall live also." Col. hi. 4 states that He is 
our life ; and in the previous verse, " Your 
life is hid with Christ in God." And again, 
in 1 John v. 11, "God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son." 

How eternally secure, then, is every 
sheep of Christ! I t is no surprise to Him, 
when, to use a familiar expression, they 
turn out badly. He knew all about them 
to start with; and, notwithstanding all, 
died for them. And now He never takes 
His eye off one of them, but lives to sup-
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port them in their weakness, and to serve 
them, as their Advocate, if they sin. 1 John 
ii. 1. This all-prevailing advocacy of His 
is the means which He employs to bring a 
failing believer to repentance and confession 
•of his sins, and thus to restore communion. 

But will not the knowledge of such un
changing love make us careless in our walk? 

The very opposite. It is this love of 
Christ that constrains those who have really 
tasted its heavenly blessedness not to live 
unto themselves, as once they did, but to 
Him who died for them and rose again. 
2 Cor. v. 15. And if, in their folly and 
self-will, they do stray from His sheltering 
side, He will certainly never rest until He 
has brought them back, though He has to 
use His chastening hand, and deal heavy 
strokes, to accomplish i t ; and all this 
because of what they are to His heart and 
to His Father's. 

How blessed, then, thus to be kept and 
cared for all life's journey through, till in 
glory we meet Him who died for us ; and 
all, I repeat, because of what His love was, 
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though He knew, at the start, all that ever 
toe should be! 

Till that day let us never forget that He 
is able to keep us from falling, and to pre
sent us faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy. Jude 24. And 
not only " able to keep," but " able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them." Heb. vii. 25. 

Finally, let no mere cold, lifeless pro
fessor dream that these precious assurances 
apply to him. Judas was a splendid pro
fessor, and outwardly made a better show 
than Peter did. The friendly kiss looked 
better, far better, than the denying oath. 
Yet He who searches all hearts said of 
Judas, " One of you is a devil." John vi, 
70. And at last we read that he went " to 
his own place." Acts i. 25. 

This is a day of easy-going, outward 
religiousness, in which it is both easier and 
more popular to profess Christ than to join 
rank with the openly infidel and profane. 
Success in business is too often, alas! in 



112 "NEVER." 

close alliance with the renting of a pew in 
church or chapel. But I solemnly urge that 
it is not to such that "Never perish" applies. 
Another " Never," found in Matt. vii. 23 t 

applies to such—" Many will say to Me in 
that clay, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in thy name ? and in thy name have cast 
out devils ? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works 1" That was their pro
fession. Now listen to Christ's : " Then 
will I profess unto them, / NEVER kneiv you: 
depart from Me, ye that work iniquity." 

But, as we have seen, He says, in John x., 
"I KNOW my sheep;" so that if these had 
ever been " sheep," He certainly could not 
say to them, " I NEVER knew you." Be-
lievest thou this, my reader 1 

God grant that you may be brought to 
see and honestly confess that the "Never" 
of grace is as great a reality as the " Never " 
of judgment; and, on the other hand, that 
the eternity of the unbeliever's damnation 
is as distinctly marked in God's word as the 
eternity of the believer's blessing. GEO. C. 
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