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AFTERNOON. 
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JOHN XIV. 15-26! XV. 26. 27; XVI. 7.14. 

M R . C . E. STUART. 

HAVE it very much on my heart to speak a 
few words on fundamental Christian principles. 
I am sure we need them ; we need to under
stand principles of Christianity. The first 
and all important thing to know is the ground 

of our acceptance before God. We know that. And there iB 
plenty of instruction given us as to fundamental Christian 
principles, which are, I think, so little understood and so 
easily forgotten. Nothing less will keep us in a day like the 
present. People run away with this and that, but we want 
to know, Is there anything on which we can stand ? Not 
knowledge only will keep us, but knowledge through the 
teaching of the Holy Ghost Himself of fundamental Christian 
principles. Of coufse it is a wide subject. There is just one 
line I would seek to bring before you this afternoon. It is 
the presence, teaching, and guidance of the Holy Ghost. 
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We often have to say, how weak things are ! Labourers 
go, and Apostles and Prophets have long, long since passed 
away. God provides Evangelists, etc., but labourers, those 
whom we value best, pass away. The question is—What 
have we left ? 

I am going to make a bold statement. After the Apostles 
and inspired teachers passed away from earth, the early Chris
tians had nothing more than we have now. 

We have the Holy Ghost upon earth. We have the Word 
of God to guide us. And remember what the Apostle said to 
the elders at Ephesus, " I commend you to God, and to the 
Word of His grace." That was enough for them. We are 
no worse off now. Whatever the failure may be ; whatever 
the weakness (and we ought to feel it), we are no worse off 
than the early Christians were, when the Apostles and inspired 
teachers had passed away from earth. And why ? We have 
the Holy Ghost, the Divine Teacher here, who never passes 
away. 

Christ says, in chap. xiv. 16 : " I will pray the Father, and 
He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with 
you for ever." It is not one in His place. It is another. 
Would they lose by His going away ? No ! They would 
have another Comforter, One on earth and One in heaven too, 
to take up their cause. They would be better off. And in 
verse 26 we read, " The Comforter whom the Father will send 
in My name." The first thought is the Father providing for 
His children. Do we call Him our Father ? Do we know 
Him as our Father ? Remember He provides for His children, 
and has provided the other Comforter, who never passes away. 
The Holy Ghost is here ! Of course it is a truth briefly 
stated, but pregnant with immense blessing, and giving power 
and stability to the heart. 
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In the next chapter it is the Lord who sends the Comforter. 
When it is a question of the children, the Father thinks of 
them. Where it is a question of testimony to the world, it is 
the Lord who sends the Comforter. He who was cast out by 
the world, sends One to witness against it. He shall testify of 
Me. He will convict the world of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment. It is the Lord here who sends the Holy Ghost, 
and Me has said He will remain here as long as the dispensa
tion lasts. 

Now a few passages as to His presence. In the first chapter 
of the Acts the Lord speaks of the blessing—the being baptized 
with the Holy Ghost. When the Lord breathed on the dis
ciples and said, " Receive ye the Holy Ghost," that was not 
the giving of the Holy Ghost which the Lord spoke of in John 
xiv. and xv. He had not yet come. We have the coming of 
the Holy Ghost in Acts ii. In chapter v. we get the reality 
of His presence brought out. In the 2nd verse there is the 
keeping back part of the price of the land by Ananias and 
Sapphira. He lied to the Holy Ghost (3). And then in the 9th 
verse Peter charges on both the tempting of the Holy Ghost. 

There was a Divine Person on earth. They had denied 
His presence. They had agreed together to tempt the Spirit 
of the Lord. It is an awful subject viewed in that light, but 
you and I have need of that brought before us—the solemn 
reality of the presence of the Holy Ghost. Ananias and Sap
phira had agreed, as Peter said, " Ye have agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord." 

We get also in the 32nd verse another witness of His pre
sence. Peter, brought before the Sanhedrin, with the other 
Apostles said, " And we are His witnesses of these things, and 
so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that 
obey Him." He does not say we are witnesses by the Holy 
Ghost. That was perfectly true, but, we are witnesses and 
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the Holy Ghost. Not only were the Apostles witnesses, but 
Another—the Third Person of the Trinity—the Holy Ghost. 

What marvellous blessings, then, Christians enjoy ! even 
those who believe God's testimony about the precious blood of 
Christ. 

Peter distinctly recognises the presence of the Holy Ghost, 
though unseen. The Lord had said He would send Him. The 
Lord had told them He could not be seen by human eyes. Yet 
Peter says, He is here. 

Then 1 pass on to another line in connection with this. If 
the Holy Ghost is present upon earth, He guides in the Church 
of God. A thing for us to remember. Not our own thoughts, 
not our own suggestions, but a Divine Person in the Church 
of God. He can guide and He can direct. In the 29th verse 
of the 8th chapter of the Acts, we get an interesting illustra
tion of this. Philip had been taken away from his work in 
Samaria, and was sent to Gaza. A great evangelical move
ment, through Philip, was going on in Samaria. He had 
marvellous success and large congregations, but he is taken 
away from it all, and what does he find? Just a man in a 
chariot ! I suppose he had a retinue with him, but we have 
only the eunuch spoken of. Then the Spirit said unto Philip 
" Go near and join thyself to this chariot." The Holy Ghost 
thus directed. His servant Philip may have hesitated to accost 
a great man in a chariot, but the Holy Ghost said, " Go near, 
and join thyself to this chariot." 

Then we have another instance, in the 19th ver. of the 10th 
chapter, of the guidance of the Holy Ghost in the work on 
earth, " While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said 
unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and 
get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing : for I 
have sent them." We have the door about to be opened to 
the Gentiles, and the Holy Ghost directs Peter about it. When 



7 

these three men knocked, asking for Peter, he might have 
questioned about going. The Spirit says " three men seek 
thee." We get the Holy Ghost guiding the work of God on 
earth. In the 8th chapter we see the Spirit of God thinking 
of the blessing of one individual. What a thought for the 
labourer ! A small congregation, perhaps only one person, but 
it might be like Philip called away from a great work to think 
of one individual. God cares for one soul. One soul is 
precious to God. 

Now let us turn to the 2nd verse of the 13th chapter. The 
Spirit of God says " Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them." It was the Holy Ghost 
—the Third Person of the Godhead—speaking. A Divine 
Person authorized to speak, authorized to make known His 
mind. " Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work where
unto I have called them." In the 4th verse they were sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost. 

The 8th, 10th and 13th chapters remind us of His action 
in carrying on His work on earth. That is well for us to 
remember. The Holy Ghost is here upon earth, and He 
guides in the work. He opens and closes doors. Not man, 
but the Holy Ghost. If God does not send you, you cannot 
look for blessing. But remember the Holy Ghost is here. It 
is for Him to direct where work is to be carried on and where 
it is not. 

Now in the 6th verse of the 16th chapter of the Acts, we 
have a very interesting illustration of that. When Paul and 
his company had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of 
Galatia, they were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the 
Word in Asia. Then, again, we read that after they were 
come to Mysia they assayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit 
suffered them not. Two doors were closed. The Spirit of 
God had need of Paul in Greece. The Spirit of God can close 
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doors and open doors, and it is important for labourers to learn 
that which they learnt, and to seek His guidance in service. In 
looking to God for guidance in service, we get to understand 
when and where the door may be opened, and when and where 
the door is closed. The Apostle was not above being taught. 
They were forbidden to preach the Word in Asia, as well as 
in Bithynia. Even the Apostle needed the direction and 
guidance of the Holy Ghost. Now to say, " I will go here or 
there," unless we have guidance through the Holy Ghost, just 
means will at work. Paul and his companions had to learn 
that Asia was not a field open to them. Bithynia was not open 
to them. The Holy Ghost was guiding to Troas to pass over 
to Greece. We see that the guidance of the Holy Ghost here 
on earth is a very real thing. 

We have to remember, and we have to keep hold of the 
reality of His presence on earth, His care of the work, and 
His power in opening and closing doors. It is not for me to 
say, " I will do this or that." What is God's mind for me ? 
What sphere would He have me labour in ? And then to 
go forth, looking for the guidance of the divine Spirit. 

The Holy Ghost qualifies each person. In the 4th chapter 
of the Ephesians the Lord gives gifts, but the Holy Ghost 
qualifies each for the work. That comes out in 1 Cor. xii. 7: 
" The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of 
wisdom ; to another the word of knowledge by the same 
Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit," and so on. The 
Holy Ghost fitted them for their service. It is not my 
eloquence ; it is not my learning; it is not my powers of 
persuasion ; but the Holy Ghost gives to each one what he 
needs. 

And then in the 11th verse, "Dividing to every man 
severally as He will," His sovereignty is brought out. He is 
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sovereign, dividing to every man severally as He will. The 
ministering of the Spirit for the good of souls, qualifying each 
person for his work 1 Are we half alive to all this ? 

Just two other passages. The last verse of the second 
chapter of the Ephesiana, shows what flows from His presence 
on earth. " In whom ye are huilded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit." God has His dwelling place on 
earth. In-bygone time it was at Jerusalem. Has God now 
no dwelling place on earth ? Yes, He has. It is the whole 
company of Christians here on earth. The Holy Ghost forms 
a dwelling place of God here on earth. The Church is that 
dwelling place of God by the Holy Ghost. A holy place 
surely ! A solemn responsibility rests upon each one of us 
surely ! God dwells in it by the Holy Ghost. 

Next, 1 Cor. xii. 12 : "For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body : so also is the Christ. For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentile?, whether we be bond or free ; and have been all made 
to drink into [or of] one Spirit." Then, if there is the Holy 
Ghost on earth, and God's dwelling place by the Holy Ghost, 
it is the Body of Christ too. That puts an end to all denomi
national ground. One Body and not two bodies. One Body 
and the Lord Jesus Christ as head. We are narrowed up to 
one ground, but a blessed ground. One Body, but the Body 
of Christ ; and every one, whether Jew or Gentile, bond or 
free, all made to drink of one Spirit. The dwelling place of 
God upon earth and the Body of Christ. This remains, and 
you and I have been brought into that one Body. 

These things are simple fundamental principles of Chris
tianity, but very important for us to understand. What can 
we do now in these days of feebleness 1 Oh, how much ! 
Yield to the Holy Ghost. He is working on earth in the 
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Church, opening up fields of service, forming a dwelling place 
for God on earth, and forming the one Body of Christ. 

What marvellous blessings are ours ! Brought out of dark
ness into God's marvellous light, children of God, and members 
of the Body of Christ. 

Simple Christian principles concerning the Church of God 
as made known to us in His Word. 
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MATT. XVIII. 18.20. 

M R . E. R. WILLS. 

E have been listening to important statements 
of truth as to the coming and work of the 
Holy Spirit—His coming down to earth to 
fulfil the wonderful and peculiar mission 
with which lie was entrusted. Let us get, 

hold of the fact, it would do us good sometimes to dwell 
upon it—the Holy Ghost is here. If once this fact is grasped, 
we shall be concerned to make room for Him. He is here, 
and He is here for a purpose. He has a mission. He is here 
for a special object. God the Holy Ghost—as much God as 
the Father or the Son—is here on earth. We have scriptures 
that speak of the Holy Ghost in relation to individual believers. 
Paul in writing to the Corinthians said that their bodies—each 
believer's body—was a temple of the Holy Ghost; and this 
was to govern them in their conduct. The body must not be 
put to unholy uses. Every member of the body must be used 
consistently with the fact that the Holy Ghost dwells in our 
bodies. 

At a large meeting at Barnstaple, many years ago, this truth 
of the presence and indwelling of the Holy Spirit was brought 
prominently before us. Some of us noticed that a sister, after 
that particular meeting, had made a decided change in one 
portion of her attire. A friend spoke to her, when she said 
that the truth of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit made her 
feel it was not consistent. Would that we all felt its force 
and reality much, very much more. 
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God the Holy Ghost is here, and dwells in the body of each 
believer as well as in the Church of God. Christ says, " He 
shall glorify Me." All that truly makes for the glory of 
Christ is of the Holy Ghost; all that does not make for the 
glory of Christ is not of the Holy Ghost. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is not on earth, but He has left us 
His Name. He is gone, but He has left His Name behind, 
and that is another great fact of far reaching importance. All 
truth is perfectly symmetrical, you cannot dislocate it ; you 
cannot be wrong on one point without upsetting the whole 
superstructure. We need therefore to be sound all round. 
Christ is gone, but His Name is left behind. How much there 
is in that Name ! Have we grasped what that Name covers ? 
Have we apprehended the significance of that Name ? The 
name expresses all that the person is. We often sing 

" How much that Name unfolds." 
It tells of sympathy when we are distressed ; it tells of com
fort when we are in trial ; it tells of one who is God as well as 
man ; it tells of His sacrifice and of: His offices. And He has 
left His Name behind. 

In this chapter the Lord is telling out this truth. He does 
not unfold much about it. Neither does He define exactly 
the number of meetings, when saints are convened, that may 
be said to answer to what is here spoken of as gathered to His 
Name. We have only two indications. We have one in 
reference to prayer, " That if two of you shall agree on earth 
as touching anything that they shall ask." And here we have 
things so feeble that it comes down to two. That is wonder
ful grace ! But it has an assembly character. " That if two 
of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of: my Father which is in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My 
Name, there am I in the midst of them." 
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It has rightly heen pointed out, again and again, that it does 
not say we are gathered to His Person. It does distinctly say 
that if we are gathered to His Name " there am I in the midst 
of them." Of course the Lord is not present as He was in 
the days of His flesh. He is spiritually present. And that I 
think some have in measure lost, while others, never having 
grasped the thought at all, accounts for the restlessness 
and dissatisfaction that marks us. They want that, and they 
want the other. What can you have more ? We have the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we have His word that 
when gathered to His name " there am I in the midst of 
them." We want to believe in the fact, and then seek to 
realise it. We should also take a little review of our walk 
and ways, and see whether we are the cause in the way of 
blessing. Meetings are sometimes said to be poor, having no 
" spring." One would like to ask, howr much did you help ? 
It is all very well for people to find fault, but how much help 
do the grumblers bring ? 

Persons who are real before God, persons who are attracted 
to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and persons who re
pudiate every other name, if godly people and walking godlily, 
there will be no lack of enjoyment. Weakness would not be 
seen, and Christ would fill every heart. Those who go to 
meetings in a bad state of soul only put so many hindrances 
in the way of blessing. 

I remember missing a brother at the morning meeting. 
Early in the afternoon I saw him. " Where were you this 
morning ?" I asked. " To tell the truth," he said, " I lost my 
temper just before the time of meeting, and I felt I could not 
go like that." '' And yet you had no right to stay away," I 
flaid. " Let a man judge himself and so let him eat." 

A dear sister once gave me a bit of advice ; she said, " Al
ways forestall the devil. Don't you know he is always on the 



14 

watch to tempt you to sin ? And don't you know then off 
he goes to accuse you ? Lift up your heart in confession. 
When he gets there it will have been all settled, and there 
will be nothing for him to talk about." 

What we want is tenderness of conscience and whole-heart-
edness for Christ. We must have Him, and we cannot do 
without Him. If any lack of blessing let us get on our knees 
and find the meaning of it. 

So we have the Lord's name. Here it is connected with 
the judgment of evil. A brother has done wrong. Let it 
alone ? No, that brother must be set right. If he won't be 
set right, it must be brought before the Assembly. If he 
won't listen then, he must be treated as a heathen man and a 
publican. Heaven sanctions the Assembly of God in main
taining holiness. If any weakness or letting go of anything 
there, we sacrifice a great deal more than we know. God is 
holy, and we must seek to maintain truth as He has given it 
to us. 

Evil doctrines are more to be dreaded than moral evil ; the 
latter deceives no one, but the former often, for a time, carries 
away even true saints of God. The truth about the person of 
Christ—His full and proper Deity on the one hand and His 
real but holy humanity on the other—must be jealously held 
and guarded. As also must that of His atoning sacrifice. We 
dare not be parties to any compromise here ; fellowship even 
if remote we should positively refuse. 

In the address to the church at Philadelphia it is said, that 
although they had'nt much strength they had kept His Word, 
and had not denied His Name ; and the One speaking was the 
Holy and the True. 

One longs to see Christians with a downright hearty love 
for their Bible. We have not so much of that now, for the 
most part, as was known to some of us years ago. We then 
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had the early morning prayer meeting. Some now cannot 
come in time even at the eleven o'clock meeting. There is 
weakness everywhere. No wonder there is weakness, because 
the heart is not in it. Say to yourself in the morning: " I am 
going to be gathered to the Name of the Lord to-day. I ex
pect He will be there, and I won't be late. I will have 
everything straight between my soul and Him. I am going, 
and I know I shall meet the Lord there." 

The Holy Ghost is here. This fact covers the whole 
ground of Christian blessing and Christian work. And then 
we have the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. That Name 
covers all that He is. And then, we must remember, we are 
in a certain sense to safeguard His Name. Our walk and our 
ways will tell how far we have entered into the meaning 
of it. 

The late Capt. Percy Hall (?) once said to me : " Wills, I 
was at a,large meeting in very early days, when a number of 
gifted brethren were present, and we sat for two hours, not 
one verse was read. At last I got up and read a few verses, 
but I could not say a word. But two soula were converted at 
that meeting." One does not advocate silence, but a little true 
waiting on the Lord would be a boon oftentimes. No stop
gaps wanted. Nothing but the guiding of the Holy Spirit. 

mm 
MR. E. OSBORNE. 

Haggai i. 5 : "Now, therefore, thus saith the Lord of 
Hosts, Consider your ways." 

^ f i P f ^ 
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M R . WALTER SCOTT. 

THINK it is so important to distinguish, and see 
•the relation of the Spirit to the individual. That 
we had in 1 Cor. vi. Then we have the relation 
of the Spirit of God to ministry in 1 Cor. xii. 
Then we get the relation of the Spirit to the 

Church in 1 Cor. Hi., as also in Eph. ii. And there 
are several other ways in which the Spirit of God 

is presented. 
Let me refer to two distinct ways in which the Spirit of 

God is acting. Two distinct works which He has done or is 
doing. 

1 Cor. xii. 13, " By one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
Body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free, and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit." I think I am 
correct in saying that in the Revised Version, as also in the 
New Translation, it reads, " In one Spirit were we all baptized 
into one Body." Then it is not the baptism of the Spirit-
The Lord is the baptizer. The Lord on high is the One who 
baptizes, but in the power and virtue of one Spirit. For we 
jearn from Acts i. and John i. that the Lord on high baptizes. 
He baptizes all saints, whether Jews or Gentiles, into one 
Body. 

This baptism is a corporate act. It is done once and never 
repeated ; and there is no such idea as a person baptized (I 
am speaking of it in the scriptural sense as used here), but a 
corporate thing, all baptized in the power of one Spirit into 
one Body. Now with this, the individual work i3 often con
founded. At meetings and conferences it is often asked of 
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individual believers, " Are you baptized into the one Body ?'' 
or, " Have you shared in the baptism of the Spirit ?" A fresh 
baptism of the Spirit is often spoken of. 

We would say, the result of this baptism, the one Body has 
been formed, and that one Body is here on the earth. There 
cannot be, therefore, a second baptism, because the effect of 
this—the one Body of Christ has been formed, and is on the 
earth. 

Of course, as has been said, we are all members of it. I 
take it this scripture (1 Cor. xii.), takes in two acts. What 
was done in Acts ii. and Acts x. Jews in the one. Gentiles 
in the other. Now the complete thought of Jews and Gen
tiles. One Body is formed ; one Body is here on earth. 

There has been real difficulty, on the part of many, as to 
the meaning of the words in Eph. iv. : " the unity of the 
Spirit." In 1 Cor. xii. 13 you have not the unity of the Body, 
but the scriptural idea—the unity of the Spirit. I take it, it 
signifies this—that we cannot properly think of the one Body 
apart from the Spirit. The Spirit is its life, it is the active 
power of the Body of Christ, working through its several 
members. 

This truth is distinct from another thing we have in Eph. i. 
13 : " In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation : in whom also after 
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of pro
mise." Now here we get individual truth. Believers are 
sealed, not by the Spirit, but sealed by God with the Spirit. 
From the Corinthians we find it is God that seals believers, 
but this sealing is not a mark put upon us, the mark is rather 
in us. The proof that we belong to Him, that we belong to 
Christ, the distinctive Christian mark is possession of the Holy 
Ghost, the indwelling of the Spirit of God. Sealing with the 
Spirit the individual act. For how long are you sealed ? 
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Suppose a Christian is not acting consistent with this great 
truth, can he sin this great blessing away ? Ephesians tells 
us, in chapter iv. 30, we are " sealed unto the day of redemp
tion." And that signifies the full power of God exerted in 
either changing our bodies or raising them up. At any rate 
our bodies are to be changed and fashioned like unto the body 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are going to be like Him, 
physically; we are going to be like Him, spiritually. Our 
bodies are to be raised in glory ! Our bodies are to be made 
like Christ's ! Now, we are sealed to the day of redemption, 
i.e., the redemption of the body. We may grieve the Holy 
Ghost, but we cannot drive Him away. We cannot by our 
actions get into the state or condition in which the Spirit of 
God will leave us. This raises another distinction as to the 
presence of Christ and the presence of the Holy Ghost in the 
Assembly. The presence of the Lord Jesus Christ is condi 
tional, but the presence of the Spirit of God is not conditional. 
This I think we see from the first three chapters of the epistle 
to the Corinthians. Still the Spirit of God is there. We are 
told, too, in John's Gospel, that the Spirit of God is to abide 
with us for ever. The Spirit of God is here, and is in the 
Church, no matter what its state or condition may be, until 
the Lord Jesus Christ comes and takes (not the Church away), 
but the saints away. Saints, as such, are taken away, and Old 
Testament saints are translated at the same time, and in pre
cisely the same manner. This great event it is which breaks 
up the home of the Spirit on earth. 

The individual believer, then, is sealed by God ; the Holy 
Spirit in us ; and we are sealed unto the day of redemption. 
How blessed is our state ! The Spirit of God is the power in 
us ; working effectually in us ; taking care of our inward 
condition and inward state ; we may grieve Him, and cor-
porately as to His action in. the Assembly He may be quench-
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ed, but He is in us looking after our state ; keeping down the 
rising tide of evil in our very natures. Every hostile power 
that opposes the blessing of God's people is met by the power 
of God working towards us. And the whole rising evil within 
us kept down and checked by the power of the Holy Ghost 
who is in us. All outside met by the power of God. AH in
side met by the Holy Ghost. 

Is the Spirit of God in us as One who is continually check
ing us, continually pointing out this and that in our ways, in 
our spirit, in our conduct; convicting of this, and that, and the 
other thing, as being so unlike Him, whom we have to serve ; 
or is the Spirit in us, directing our gaze to Christ ? Is He 
directing our gaze to Christ, and occupying us with things to 
come ? I ask whether the Spirit of God is checking this and 
checking that, or whether the Holy Ghost IB free doing His 
normal work of directing our gaze to God's beloved Son, and 
occupying our minds with things to come ? 



EVENING. 

REV. I. 4.6, 17, 16. 

M R . WALTER SCOTT. 

HE truth we had before us in the afternoon was 
remarked, again and again, to be of a funda
mental character. We have truth here which 
is also of a fundamental character, truth that 
is eminently fitted, I think, to strengthen, help, 

cheer and encourage God's beloved people. 

The first thing we have in verse 4 is the salutation sent to 
the saints of God ; this salutation consists of two things: Grace 
and peace. 

But now I want you to notice that before there is a word 
spoken of judgment (and as you know judgment is a marked 
characteristic of the book of Revelation), before any of the 
seals are broken ; before any of the trumpets are blown by the 
angels ; and before any of the vials are poured out ; God 
would establish His people in the most absolute grace. He 
would fortify their hearts. And that is just what we have 
here. 

It is a positive, actual sending of a message to God's beloved 
people, to the saints of God ; not exactly to the Church aB 
such, but it is addressed to the seven Churches which are in 
Asia ; the whole body of the redeemed are in view. 
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Now, let us look at the message. What is grace? 
GRACE. Grace, I take it to mean, the full unclouded favour 

of God resting upon His saints, and not only resting 
upon them when they walk well, but resting upon them during 
all their sojourning here, in all possible circumstances. 

Peace, I understand to signify a etate, a conscious 
PEACE, condition of soul resulting from the fact that God 

has taken in hand and made His own these two 
great questions. First, the question of our sins, He has dis
posed of and settled, and that for ever. Secondly, the ques
tion of our circumstances. We are not the sport of, and prey 
to, circumstances ; but we believe in the positive guidance of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the guidance of the Holy Ghost ; 
and we believe all our pathway, all its circumstances, all its 
detail, all that concerns us, are matters taken up by the 
blessed God. He makes our concerns His own. 

Who sends this menage? Jehovah ! Now, Jehovah was 
a title well known to the Jews, but as we are not Jews, but 
Gentiles, the title is explained as : "From Him which is, and 
which was, and Avhich is to come."' 

I do not think that a condition of weakness is a condition to 
be deplored. Would that we felt it more ! We should be 
more cast upon Christ. It is because we do not realize that 
we are weak, that we break down and fail. A weak condition 
is not a sinful condition. A weak state may be induced by 
circumstances, but the two things are really distinct. It is 
sometimes thrown out as a taunt, " Your meetings are charac
terized by weakness." I would like to know where you will 
not find weakness. But we have a great God in our midst, 
and HE is our resource. How blessed it is that God is inde
pendent of the creature, independent of man, and independent 
of circumstances ! 
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It is a grand thing to realize that we have One who sits 
upon the throne of universal sovereignty, and all our ways 
and circumstances are in His hands. 

" From Him which is and which was." He was in relation 
to all that is past. When we read history we think of it 
simply as the doings of men ; but do not let us forget that 
He was in relation to all that is past. The very One who 
created worlds—and there are millions beyond what we have 
ever heard of or ever seen, either by the eye, telescope or 
photograph—the Lord Jesus Christ brought them all into 
existence ; and He is in relation to the smallest circumstance 
of life, the sigh, tear or groan ; and He will be in relation to 
all that is to come. He it is who sends the salutation to the 
saints. The one Spirit of God joining in this. 

Now one word about the throne. There was a 
THE controversy some time ago about the question of 

THRONE, the throne. It was said that there could not be a 
higher position than to stand before God's throne. 

Undoubtedly, the highest position is before the throne, unless 
you sit upon it. And this He must have, and mUBt ever 
maintain, and that for ever. If we were in the glory, we 
should never rise above the position of creatures. It is never 
said we shall occupy a place at God's right hand. No creature 
can sit upon the throne. That is the special place of the 
Creator, We get here the seven Spirits before the throne. I 
would just say there was one creature—Satan—who was not 
satisfied with his position before the throne, hut made an 
effort to sit upon it. We know the terrible results to him. 

Referring again to the salutation, we find the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself joins in this : " And from Jesus Christ who is 
the faithful witness." The One who never swerved ; the One 
who never turned aside ; the One who all His pathway glori
fied God, and is now seated at God's right hand. 
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Now let us turn to verse 17, which may yield comfort arid 
strength to our hearts as we pass along. 

What a bright and blessed vision : " His countenance was 
as the sun shineth in his strength." 

In John xiii. we read : " Now there was leaning on the 
bosom of Jesus (literally in the bosom of Jesus, R.v.), one of 
His disciples whom Jesus loved." 

What are the characteristics of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
given here in the Revelation ? Majesty and power ! 

What characterized Him on earth ? Tenderness and love I 
Combine them, and oh ! how precious to us ! In the One we 
know—the man Christ Jesus—we have a singular but blessed 
combination—majesty and power ; tenderness and love. 

It is blessed to look on that cradle : an infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes. Who is that One ? It is the Ancient of 
Days I Who is that wearied man at the well ? Why ! it is 
the Creator, of Isaiah xl., " Who fainteth not, neither is 
weary 1" 

" His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength." 
A countenance once covered with the spittle of man, now 
reflects the beauty of the glory of God ! John fell at His 
feet as dead. How is His fainting disciple reassured? Just 
in the way that Christ did ns He walked through the villages 
and the streets of Galilee. Exactly does He do this now in 
the glory : " He laid His right hand upon me." What a 
thrill must have passed through the disciple as the right hand 
of His beloved Master was laid upon him. u And He laid 
His right hand upon me, saying unto me, ' Fear not, I am the 
First and the Last.' " This is essentially a divine title. Jeho
vah takes this very same title three times in the prophecy of 
Isaiah (xli. 4 ; xliv. 6 ; xlviii. 12) ; and Christ takes this 
divine title three times in the Revelation (i. 17; ii. 8; xii. 13); 
and only in the Revelation. Jesus of Nazareth telling us, " I 
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am the First and the Last ;" I am the sum and the centre of 
all creation ; I am the First and I am the Last. 

History, with all its changing scenes, comes between these 
precious titles. None before Me : none can come after Me. 
" I am He that liveth and was dead (or became dead)." I am 
the Living One—the source of life to all. " And became 
dead "—the meaning of which I take to be that He entered 
death voluntarily. " I am alive for evermore and have the 
keys of hades and of death."' The meaning is authority of 
death ; authority of hades ; a most complete and absolute 
authority over the souls and bodies of us all. What can 
Satan do ? We get the limit of his power in John x. He 
can scatter the sheep, and he has done his work well. It is 
plainly a great mercy that he has succeeded, for God has 
brought glory out of it. If the sheep and lambs had not been 
scattered, some of the truths that many of us hold would 
not have been seen by us. I am sure that many of the 
truths which we hold now, would never have been known by 
us, if Satan had not succeeded in scattering the flock. We 
have been disappointed in the corporate thing breaking up 
here and there, but saints have been led thereby to cultivate a 
deeper fellowship with Himself in view of the moment when 
all saints from the days of Abel are caught up in one great, 
grand company for ever. 

One word in chapter iv.: John says, " I . . beheld, a door 
was opened in heaven : and the first voice which I heard was 
as it were of a trumpet talking with me : which said, Come 
up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be here
after. And immediately I was in the spirit : and, behold, a 
throne was set in heaven, and One sat on the throne." One 
sitting on the throne, because there never will be another ; it 
is not a past, but a present act. He sits upon the throne to
day ; He will sit upon the throne for ever. What creature 
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would ever aspire to sit there ? " There is a door open in 
heaven." Some speak of heaven being opened. That is a 
mistake. Heaven is opened in chapter xix. Here it speaks 
of a door open in heaven that the seer might pass in. 

It is in heaven that the future is mapped out ; and there 
the heavenly programme is arranged ; it is in heaven where 
all is planned and directed ; and it is there, and only there, 
in the calm and quiet of God's own presence, that we learn all 
about the future. 

And what do we see ? There is a throne set in heaven. 
Thank God for that! A sign of good government; that God 
reigns ; and a pledge that God will have things according to 
His own mind. 

It is set because it is in contrast to the tottering thrones of 
earth. And the precise locality is given us—literally, " is set 
in the heaven." God reigns above in the wide expanse of 
His own creation. He sitteth upon the throne ; He sits upon 
it to-day ; and He will sit upon it for ever. Perfect Master 
of all our circumstances, and all that concerns us, knowing all 
the details of this life. What a mercy to know we are not 
the creatures of circumstances ! God rules above, and we 
have to do with Him. He guides and holds the reins, not 
with a slack but with a firm hand. We need not be afraid as 
we look at the rising tide of error on every hand ; the 
anarchy and confusion, and such like. We need not be a bit 
terrified or affrighted for God rules and God governs ! 
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%\t Patufetatiott d (6oVs f ok 
JOHN XV. 9 ; JUDE 20.25. 

« • 

M R . H . PORTSMOUTH 

AID that a sentence in Words in Season, which he 
had read some years ago, was very helpful to him. 
The thought was as to how far our preaching and 
testimony resulted in the saving of souls, and esta

blishing saints in the faith. That it was a better physician 
who ministered strength than he who merely pointed out the 
weakness. 

In John's gospel we have the exhortation " Continue ye in 
My love." We must be in it ere we can continue in it. 

It was well to get back to first principles. In giving the 
law to the children of Israel—God said, " I am the Lord your 
God which brought you forth out of Egypt." In Jer. xxxi. 
we read, " Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love, 
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." It was 
God that loved them. What a means of sustenance to their 
souls ! Au Israelite might look at the condition of the nation 
to-day (and surely it is a state of weakness), and let him look 
at the Word of God, and will he not be strengthened ? 

Then as regards ourselves we read, " [Christ] having loved 
His own which were in the world He loved them unto the 
end." There is no question as to the continuance of His love. 
Let us repeat over and over again—" Having loved His own 
which were in the world, He loved them unto the end." 

In the epistle of John we read, " In this was manifested the 
love of God toward us, because that God sent His only-begot
ten Son into the world that we might live through Him." Now 
link to this " Keep yourselves in the love of God." In the 
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next verse we read, " And on some have compassion." Keep
ing ourselves in the love of God leads to unselfishness. How 
it suggests care for others ! Love is full of ingenuity, and 
will surely find ways and means of exercising itself. 

Israel were to remember the words, " I am the Lord your 
God which brought you forth out of Egypt." " Yea, I have 
loved thee with au everlasting love, therefore with loving-
kindness have T drawn thee." 

For ourselves we read that the Lord Jesus Christ " having 
loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto 
the end." 
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Zbe flock. 
1 JOHN IV. 21; V. 1. 

M R . CHARLES BLOOMFIELD. 

WE know that John's epistles are characterized by divine 
principles, and here we have a divine principle as to 

^BSjP' the sphere in which love is to be exercised. A great 
deal wrapped in very few words. " This command

ment have we from Him, that he who loveth God love his 
brother also. Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God ; and every one that loveth Him that begat, 
loveth him also that is begotten of Him." There is a divine 
nature begotten of God, and there is the exercise of it toward 
everyone who has that, same nature. Now connect this with 
John x. 16 : " Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice ; and 
there shall be one flock, and one shepherd." 

I need not say anything as to the difference between the 
two words. It is " fold " in one ; " Hock " in the other. But 
it is a question whether you and I have grasped what that 
involves. As far as I remember this is the only instance 
where the word "fold" is used in scripture, in regard to God's 
people, except in its literal sense as that which infolds sheep : 
but " flock" is constantly used to describe God's people. 
Passages will occur to your mind in the Psalms and the Pro
phet Ezekiel where " flock " is used to describe those who are 
true to God. 

It occurred to me, in relation to what our brother said as to 
the enemy scattering the sheep, that it would be well to think, 
not of folds, but of that which is beyond it all—the flock. 
We look not at the outward thing, but the inward and real 
thing. 
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Some years ago one of the greatest literary men of our 
times wrote a book entitled, " The Construction of Sheep-
folds." I was told that a good many sheep-farmers purchased 
the book, but it had reference to the Church. The writer, 
speaking of the care which should be exercised towards God's 
people, could only think of them in relation to folds. I men
tion this because we should seek to let our thoughts run in 
another direction altogether. In thinking of God's people, 
those who are spoken of here, those to whom our love is to be 
exercised, we should seek that our thoughts go beyond any 
barrier that man has set up, and that our hearts should take 
in the whole people of God—the flock. I think there is a 
tendency now-a-days, T feel it more and more, to think a little 
too mucli of only those connected immediately with us. The 
question is rather " Are they with us?" I would not for a 
moment seek in any way to break down barriers of truth ; but 
we should seek to have our hearts enlarged, taking in God's 
thoughts and purpot-es about His people, and get beyond the 
narrowness of our own thoughts (for alas ! they arc narrow), 
and go out to all that are I lis. 

In John x. it is interesting to sec that the Lord comes into 
what was then the fold—the Jewish fold. He comes in by 
the door. He was the Shepherd, but then He Himself goes 
out; and when He goes out He putteth forth His own sheep. 
Now it is no more a " fold," but a " flock." " Other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold : them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear My voice ; and there shall be one flock, and 
one Shepherd." The question is, Who has heard the voice of 
Christ ? Everyone that has, everyone that has received Him, 
becomes part of that flock. If we are unable to associate with 
all, still our hearts, our thoughts, our affections, our love, may 
go out toward them as part of that flock for which the Lord 
gave Himself. 
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1 J O H N V. 1. 

A. G. LlLLICRAP. 

N connection with the verse read in 1 John v. 1 : " Who
soever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is horn of God : 
and everyone that loveth Him that begat loveth him 
also that is begotten of Him ;" that is, children of God 

that love God, love also the children of God. By turning to 
the third chapter I believe we shall find the force of the 
passage brought out. " Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
children of God : therefore the world knoweth us not, because 
it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the children of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but we know 
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ; for we 
shall see Him as He is : and every man that hath this hope in 
Hinv purifieth himself even as He is pure." 

It is as we behold, as we consider, as we meditate upon the 
wondrous love and grace of our God towards us, who in the 
person of His Son, in that divine work on Calvary's cross, has 
met our every need, that our hearts are drawn out to have 
compassion on others. We that were by nature children of 
wrath, even as the rest ; we that were ungodly sinners, 
enemies by wicked works, " Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the children of God!" When we consider this we shall 
never look on others with feelings of pride ; we shall look 
upon the poor world only with compassion ; only with the 
love of Christ constraining us. " Go out into the highways 
and hedges and compel them to come in ;" even as some came 
out, as it were, and led us to Christ; in whom we found 
peace and rest, and in whom we have eternal life, " Herein 
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is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent 
His Son the propitiation for our sins," and let us remember 
" not for ours only "—an especial few chosen of God—" but 
for the whole world." Are we then in any way better than 
the rest ? " We were by nature the children of wrath even 
as others." But behold the love of God toward us, as the 
Apostle says, " We have known and believed the love that 
God hath to us "—that is the difference—we have heard His 
voice ; we have heard, known, and believed the love that God 
hath to us. " God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." But all have not " obeyed 
the gospel." 

Now, for a few moments, I would call your attention to the 
remarkable place into which this has brought us. We were 
by nature children of wrath—now we are children of God. 
What a wondrous change ! We dwell in the sunshine of 
God's presence, as the hymn says :— 

" Now my heart condemns me not, 
Pure before the law I s t and ; 

H e who cleansed me from all spot, 
Satisfied its last demand." 

Yes, we have peace with God, and " we have access by faith 
into this grace wherein we stand." Will not then our hearts 
go forth toward the unsaved, or the erring brother and sister 
tempted and tried as we have not been ? Will not our hearts 
go out towards the poor, lost world ? 

And then it has brought us into such a secure place. We 
know, as regards our citizenship, we are already by faith in 
heaven. For " Even when we were dead in sins, hath He 
quickened us together with Christ, and hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus." " They are not of the world, even as I am. not of 
the world." " As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so 
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have I also sent them into the world." Will this not give us 
to hold loosely the things of this world ? Our citizenship is 
in heaven, and our treasure is there, " Our life is hid with 
Christ in God." " When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with Him in glory !" " I t doth not 
yet appear what we shall be : but we know that, when He 
shall appear, we shall be like Him ; for we shall see Him as 
He is." 

Shall we then be occupied with the things of this world ? 
Shall we be minding earthly things ? Or, shall we be like 
those who wait for their Lord, with our loins girded and ready 
to depart—as the children of Israel were ready to depart out 
of Egypt—looking and waiting for Him until He come ? 

May God grant it for His name's sake. 

JOHN XIV. 

3%. 
MR. E. R. WILLS. 

T is remarkable how that saints of God, in times of trial, 
turn to this particular gospel, and perhaps to this 
fourteenth chapter more than all others ; and although 

V very often the truth taught in it is not apprehended 
with much clearness, still saints find themselves, some
how, edified, cheered and helped. Well, I will tell 
you what I think is the reason. They may not under

stand the teaching, but they understand something about the 
Person who is teaching. They are brought into contact with 
the Lord Himself, and that is always blessed, and that is what 
we want. 
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The chapter opens, as we can see, with the fact that the 
disciples were in sorrow ; and the cause of their sorrow was 
that the Lord had told them He was leaving them. 

This afternoon we heard of the coming of the Holy Ghost 
—the Comforter. But the Holy Ghost did not, and could not 
come until Jesus was gone. Who was to be comforter in 
their present sorrow ? The Lord Himself undertakes, at this 
particular moment, to comfort His disciples. He tells them 
that He was going to prepare a place for them. It was not 
for His own especial benefit that He was going. In chapter 
xvi. He tells them, " It is expedient for you that I go away," I 
am going away. You will be gainers. This afternoon we 
had the fact brought before us of the coming down of the 
Holy Ghost, and that He is here to-day. Now we have 
another fact, Jesus has gone on high ; and the object for which 
He has gone—so far as stated here—is to prepare a place for 
them. Think of the grace ! " And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and receive you unto My
self." No stranger will be employed to come to fetch God's 
beloved people. The same One that won the disciples' hearts 
by His love and grace, and has won ours too, the One we 
know, the One we shall instantly know when we see Him (for 
we shall read all the love we have ever learnt of Him, beam
ing forth from His blessed countenance when we meet Him in 
the air), He is coming to receive us unto Himself. Just in 
proportion a.s He is dear to us, so will the heart delight in the 
thought that He is coming. 

In the meantime we should be seeking to know more of our 
Lord Jesus Christ : we should grow in the knowledge of God 
and Jesus Christ our Lord. Perhaps if we studied the Gospels 
a little more we should become better acquainted with Him. 
Time was when saints did study the Word, and studied it 
pretty much on their knees—at least they prayed very much 
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about it—and so too must we if we are to get much worth 
having. That which we get easily we let slip easily. Know
ledge of God, knowledge of Christ, is the only knowledge 
worth having. There are other kinds of knowledge which 
may help us. Education gives great advantages, but with 
all the knowledge we may acquire in regard to present 
things, however useful for this life, will not go beyond the 
grave. 

What we want is the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, We want to be in conscious touch with Him. 

There are times—and God brings them sooner or later to 
each one of us—when theory won't do ; we must have reality. 
We are made to feel that it is Christ Himself we need, and an 
experimental acquaintance with the truth that is often upon 
our lips. 

" Where I am there ye may be also." The value of the 
comfort, yea, the comfort of the comfort depended upon 
whether thej appreciated that which the Lord presented to 
them : " Where I am there ye may be also." 

We all say, " We wish we were going to heaven " (and it is 
a sure and certain thing that we shall), but it would be a 
pretty good test to us all to inquire, " But when would you 
like to go ?" We can say, " I can read my title clear," but 
has your heart found in your Saviour such attraction that you 
are longing, panting, earnestly desiring to go ? That must be 
the case when Christ has His proper place in our hearts. We 
long for Christ Himself. 

What is the value of a meeting 7 Just as much as we get 
of Christ. I remember many years ago going to a large meet
ing which I very much enjoyed. I came away with this 
thought, "Nobody ever gives me any better than I have my
self, for I have got Him." 
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Tn this chapter it seems to me that after the Lord had com
forted His disciples ; after lie had borne with their ignorance 
in not knowing the Fiither, and so on, PTe seems rafher to re
proach them, " If ye loved Mc ye would rejoice because I 
said ' I go to the Father.' " But they are losing Him and 
they are broken-hearted. And that is how people are in 
regard to their friends and relatives. When we lose them we 
do not think of what they gain. The Lord "aid, " I f ye 
loved Me ye would rejoice." Was there no such thing as 
thinking of His gain ? He seems to reproach them, " If yc 
loved Me ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the 
Father : for My Father is greater than I." 

" If ye love Me keep My commandments." " H e that hath 
My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
Me." Love is a plant that doesn't grow in human nature. It 
must be implanted by God ; and it is nourished and sustained 
by that on which it feeds. If we keep company with the 
Lord, we shall get on all right. 

Some of us are very fond of talking about our love to the 
Lord. It is much better to show our love than to talk about 
it. We are exhorted to love one another. How are we going 
to do it ? There are plenty of opportunities of showing it if 
we like ; rising above the eccentricities of one, and the 
crotchets of another. Some complain that there is a lack of 
love manifested amongst God's people. If you go round with 
an empty basket in time of famine to see what you can get 
you will be received coldly, but fill your basket with all sorts 
of good things, knock at their doors, and say, Here is a 
present for you. That is the way to get about amongst God's 
people. 

The Lord's people have bodies as well as souls. Haven't 
you got a pocket ? You say there is not much in it. Well 
put your hand in and let us do what we can. After all the 
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amount is not measured by what we give, but by what is left 
in the pocket after we have given. 

Now, of course, you cannot keep commandments that you 
do not know anything about, but He says, " He that hath My 
commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me." 
You cannot have a Saviour without having a Master. If He 
is my Saviour He is also my Master. He is the director of 
my life. " I am the Lord your God which brought you out 
of the house of bondage." I am your Director. You have 
not the right to move hand or foot without Me. We are 
here on earth to do the will of God. He has relieved us 
of all our terror and fears. He has saved us and made us 
His children ; given us the Holy Ghost; given us eternal life ; 
and mapped out before us our future. What for ? That we 
should give ourselves up to Him ,Dsolutely. So long as we 
live at a distance from Him ; so long as our hearts are set on 
the things of the world (all too empty and all too brief) ; so 
long as we covet the things that cannot really satisfy ; so long 
shall we live outside the richest blessing that God can give 
His people here on earth. But if we are seeking to follow 
Christ, He, up there, will be manifesting Himself to us down 
here. " He that loveth Me, shall be loved of My Father, and 
I will love him, and will manifest Myself to him." 
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