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THE RESURRECTION.

IS32!

111E resurrection of the dead is a cardinal truth of the
Gospel. By resurrection, we of course mean that which
concerns onr bodies.

The Christian as in Christ is risen with Christ (Col. iii. 1).
But Leing visen with Christ aud resurrection by Christ are two
very diffcrent things.  Of resurrection we would now treat. It
concerns the human race, and is confined to that race only. Of
course it concerns all who die; for all such will be raised (Johu v.
28.29).  But in another way, it concerns all men, for all must
have to do with Christ, who Himself is risen from the dead. No
vne on earth therefore can really afford to be indifferent to this
article of the Christian man’s faith, since first and foremost in
illustration of this truth is the Lord Jesus Christ the example.
He is “the first-fruits of them that are asleep” (1 Cor. xv. 20).
Some hefore His resurrection had been brought back to life hy mir-
actlous power; as the man, whose dead hody touched Elisha's hones
(2 Kings xiit. 21); the nameless son of the nameless widow of
Nain (Luke vii. 11); Lazarus (John xi.); and others (Luke vii. 22).
Bit all such died again.  Brought baek to life on earth, they
subsequently snccnmhc:l to death like others of their race. The
Lord Jesus, however, was raised from the dead to die no more
(Rom. vi. 9).  Those saints too, for of srinfs only is it stated, who
were raised after His reswrrection, as mentioned by Matthew
(xxvil. 52.53), never we believe, re-entered the portals of death.
With restrvection then, the body never again to suceumb to the
power of temporal death, are we in this paper concerned.

The possibility of this is unquestionable for Christ 15 risen.
The certainty for all who die is assured heyond cavil or dispute,
for, “1f the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised” (1 Cor. xv. 13-16).
Annihilation, the dream it may be of some, is a delnsion.

All the dead, whilst dead to ns, live to God (Luke xx. 3%). Al
that are in the grave shall at the sumimoning shout of the Lord
Jesus come forth from the tomb (John v. 2820 and He died
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and rose, that He might he Lord of hoth the dead and living (IRom.
xiv. 9).

We have quoted definite statements from New Testament vevel-
ation, vet it was not a thonght undreamt of hy the worthies of
old. It was held by saints as a truth.  They looked for resurree-
tion in a coming (l'w It was taught, we lemrn, indivectly, yet
certainty in Exod. i, 6, where (fod ml«he:xmg Moses said, “T am
the God of thy father, th(‘ God of Abraham, the God of Isane, and
the God of Jacob,” and the authority for m.lkmg the statement as
to this passage is of the highest order.  The Son of God Himself
has declared 1t, adding, “ He is not the God of the dead, hut of
the living * (Mark xii. 27).  Then the graphic dwnnptmn of the
King of Bahylow’s reception in the under world (Isa. xiv. 9-12), as
well as that of P haraoh, King of Egypt, in the same region (lizek-
xxxit. 21) attest that tempmul death was not held as involving
cessation of existence.  And of this Samuel was a witness, w hen
he who had died years hefore, appeaved to Sanl at Endor, that un-
happy man reengnising that it was the prophet who had anointed
him as king, and whose command to destroy Awmalek, he had
failed to rarry out. The hody indeed e]wps in death, but the soul
lives, and will Jive for ever,

Out of that sleep, the slumber of which no mere human voice
can distuch, David, who predicted the Lord’s resurrection in s
xvi. as eonfidently awaited his own, when he penned the words
T shall be satisfied when T awake with Thy likeness,” (Ps. xvii.
15).  In this hope orthodox Israclites lived and died, Tt was an
article of their ereed (Heb. vio 2), as the denial of it by the Sadu-
eces plainly evidenced o and during the Lord’s ministry on cartly,
no scribe nor Pharisee disputed the correctness of that tenet,
when He spoke to the Jews of resurreetion at the last day (John
Vi 39, 40, 14, 54). Much that the Lord taught was stoutly resisted.
But the truth of the reswrreetion of the dead was never so muach
as called in question by His bitter opponents, the Pharisees, s
answer silencing the Sadducees evidently met with approval on
the part of Seribes and Pharisces.  Then Martha expressce to the
Lord what was the common belief of the Jews, when she said of
her hrother, “I know that he shall rise again in the resureetion
at the last day ” (John xi. 24).  Here we may well eall attention
to a truth in connection with this subject, which was first revealed
by the Lord.  He spoke of resurreetion of the dead, i.e., that all
the dead shall riqe He spoke too, of resurrection from the dead
(Mark ix. 10), ., that some w onld rise, leaving others still in
their graves. Thm Iast 1s Christian tm(,hmg, \\hl]C the former
tenet 18 common to both Jews and Christians,
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Of both these the Lovd is an illustration.  He is risen who
died.  Then there can be, and is, resurrection of the dead. He is
risen whilst bodies of saints, and of others still shunber in the
tomh.  Then there is such a thing as resurrection from the dead.
And that, which cansed a questioning amony the three disciples
when (lcscvu(lmtr from the Monnt of I'r‘m:htrnmtmn is a subject
with which all Christians shonld be familiar, sceing that Christ is
risen from the dead, and lives to dic no more.

Of His resurvection on the third day the Lord had spoken, not
once, nov twice only (Matt. xti, 40; xvi. 21; xvil. 23; xx. 19;
Jotm dic 18213 The Pharisees had not for m»ttcn the first intima-
tion of it, related in that chapter in John (M att. xxvit. 63).  The
disciples however had never taken up its meaning, else why did
the bulk of thi apostles dishelicve Mary Mag dalene’s testimony
that she had scen Him (Mark xvi. 11). As H“L tales they regarded
the news furnished by her, and by the other women (Luke xxiv. 11).

Then had the women nunderstuod the Lovd’s repeated foretelling
of His resurrection on the thivd day, wonld they have prepared
spices and ointments for the cmbalmment when the Sabbath was
past, and have carvied them to the sepulchre on the morning of
the thivd day (Lake xxiii. 56 ; xxiv. 137 Had Mary, too, devotedly -
attached to Him as she was, apprchended the Lords meaning,
wauld she have ran to Peter and John aud declared that men had
taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and she knew not
where bhcx had Iaid Him?  Or would she have lingered at the tomb,
and offered to the gardener as she supposed, to t: ke aws ay the lm«ly
from the place tow ‘hich he had removed it (lohn xx. 2-15)7 Clear
are the Lords words to ws, nx we read them after the event. . They
however had not grasped them. Now, surely to comfort the
disciples that annomeement was so often repeated, yet monrning
and weeping charactevised them (Mark xvic 10), instead of a con-
fident expeetation. Hope shonld have heeome hrighterand nighter -
in their hearts as the thivd day approached.  That hope, however,
none of them had cherished (1 Peter i, 3) whilst the Lord's hody lay
in the tomh.  So the women went to the garden on the first day of
the week, expeeting to find the dead body in the tomb, as Joseph
and Nicodemns had left it But the stone had heen rolled away,
and the tomh was without its occupant.  Instead of the dead hody
an angel was seen tn human form, sitting within, clothed inw long,
white s garment (Mark xvi. 5). T he er neified One was risen, as th(,v
1(::Lmt, and that in accordance with His own prophetic announce-
ment.  Resurrection therefore was no.myth, no fact to he laughed
at by philosophers (Acts xviic 32), nor its possibility to he denfed
as i after years some were doing in the Christian assembly
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Corinth (1 Cor. xv. 12). Ocular proof, ton, was furnished of the
possibility of resurrection in -another way. For many bodies of
the saints which stept arose, and came out of their zi;r:u'cs after the
Lord’s resurrection, and went inta the holy city, ane n%q)cnrcd unto
many (Matt. xxvii. 52-53). Any in Jerusalem that day to whom
these saints appeared had ample proof, if they required it, of the
possihility of resurrection, and ample illustration too, of resurrection
from the dead, as they heheld their friends or acquaintances alive
from the dead. - The Lord appeared when risen, only to disziples.
These, it would seem, did not confine themselves to members of
that company, * they appeared unto many.” ‘

But whether our remark is true or not, all interést is centred,
and centres in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. . God raised
Him from the dead (Acts iii. 15). He was raised by the glory of
the Father (Rom. vi. 4). It was a divine act, and the %’ather’s
glory was concerned in effecting it ; for how leave His hody in the
grave who had glorified His Father by obedienee to death, the
death of the cross. Divine power then was put forth, God’s
mighty power (Eph. i. 19), in raising Him from the dead.

¢ rose, hut no convnlsion of nature took place on that event-
ful morning, till He had left the tomh.* No angelie chorns an-
nounced the fact, such as that which the shepherds had witnessed
at His hirth.  Whilst all the world was asleep, and cre morning
light had fully illuminated the carth (John xx. 1) the Saviour rose
from the dead.  The soldiers gnuding the tomb saw not, that we
learn, the Lord emerging from the sepulehre, thongh they saw the
.angel who came down roll away the stone hy which Joseph of
Arimathea had closed its apertwre. The arrangements to keep the
hady in the sepulehire, proved unavailing.  Human watehfulness
however vigilant, hnman power however active, were alike unable
to prevent the resurrection of the Lovd.

He rose! Do we think of that as just a fact in history, an event
to he classed with many another unforseen ocenvence?  This fact
is fraught with consequences to erery member of the nvman viuee, aind
all creation, too, is concerned with results which flow from it
Centuries have passed sinee He rose, yvet the full consequences of
His resurrection await developement : for, till His final dealing
with the ppwers of evil (Rev. xx. 10-15: 1 Cor. xv. 25-26), all will
nol have been worked ont. Far veaching indeed ave they.  lLet
ns fook at them in order.

*The earthquake (Matt xxviii. 2) took place in connection with the descent
of the angel, and the rolling awny of the stone. This the conjunct-
ive ror intimates, tiod raized the Lord (Acts iii.) ; and the Lord
raized Himszelf (John ii.).  No creature had a hand in that.
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A first, ag to the person of Christ, Tis vesurreetion proclaimed
His spotless haliness.  Fov, eharged with heing a blasphemer by
the High Priest, and delivered to Pilate as a traitor, in that e
made [Himself a King, hoth acensations, if true, meriting capital
punishment, how should all that he met and definitely refuted ?
Peter told his andience on the day of Pentecost, speaking as filled
with the Holy Ghost, that < Llim, being delivered by the determin-
ate counsel and forcknowledge of God, ye by the hands of wicked
men have eracified mud slain,. Whom God raised up, having loosed
the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should he
holden of it.”  Death is by sin.  On Iim therefore, the sinless
One, it had wo claim, thongh on Him onr iniquities had been faid.
Men unjustly pnt Him to death.  So the Psalmist predicted His
resurrection from the dewd as certain to take place when he wrote,
“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thy
Holy One to see corruption ” (Acts ii. 23, 24, 27). To death He
submitted.  Corruption He saw not.  He was God’s Holy Oune.
His walk, His ways, hetokened that.  His resurreetion fully de-
monstrated it.

Further, of His relationship to God His resurrection is a withess,
He is the Sou, and “was declared to be the Son of God with
power, aceording to the spirit of Holiness, by resurrection of
the dead” (Rom. 1. 4).  So wrote the apostle Paul.  The Lowd’s
power excercised in raising the dead, Himself and others, betokened
that Ie was in the relationship of Son to God.  As the Son He
spoke in the court of the Sanetnary at Jernsalem (John il 16-21), -
of raising the temple of His body.  He did what He foretold, so is
now declared to he the Son of God with power.  Little did the
Jews think of that.  The military guard placed by Jewish anthor-
ities at the tomb, effectually prevented any astempt on the part of
the disciples to take the hady away, if indeed sueh had ever heen
made.  Yet the sepnlehre was found empty.  How was that?  1e
had risen.  What then He had declared about Himself was trne.
He was the Son of G, What the Jews saild of Him, viz, that
He was a deceiver, and had a demon (Matt. xxvii. 63 ; John viii.
48-52), was also refuted by llis resurrection. Fully was e
cleared who waited patiently for God to do it.  What light then
was cast on His Person, and on His relationship to God! -

Another truth, and a very solemn one also comes ont as to His
Person.  Jwigment of men mnst take place.  But whois to do it?
That judgment is committed by the Father to the Son (Joln v.
22), the very day heing appointed in the Divine counsels. For
the apostle Paul told his audience on Mars Hill “that God hath
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appointed a day in which He will judge the worldiin righteonsness,
by that man whom He hath ordained, whereof He hath given assur-
anee unto all men in that Ile hath raised Him from the dead”
(Acts xvii. 31).  To the same effeet Peter spoke at Cusarea to the
company assembled in the house of Cornelius, the Judge Himself,
that apostle averred, having eommanded His servants “to preach
unto the people, and to testify that it is He which was ordamed of
Gad to he the judge of quick and deul 7 (Aets. x. 42).  Athenian
philosophers on Mars Hill, exercised souls at Ciesarea, and all men
everywhere should hear of it. The world e, the inhabited carth,
will be judged by Christ, henee vepentance was to be preached for
all who would give heed, to manifest fruits of it Judgment to an
ungodly person is an unwelcome truth.  Wonld such an one seck
to persuade himself, or others, that a future jndgment is a myth,
and that the doctrine has no solid fomdation to rest upon.  That
tomh in the garden near Calvary, onee tenanted by the bhody of
Christy hut tenanted by it no Ionger, is a witness of the certainty
of coming jndgment, and ean speak too, of the Judge.

Now judgment concerns hoth the quiel: and the ded, as the ereed
expresses it. By the quick are meant those who will he found alive
on earth, when the Lord rveturns to veign. By the dend is intended
all who pass into the grave. But Scripture distingunishes more
particularly.  Of the quick Psalm L speaks, referring there only
to Isracl; whilst Matt. xxv. 31-46, alwo treats of the guick, hut
refers to Gentiles, the nations on earth when the Lord returns
n power.

Then Rom. xiv. 10, speaks of coming jndgment for Christians,
whilst 2 Car. v. 10, declares that it concerns ol men, embracing
Old Testament Saints as well as the finally lost, and of these
last John v. 29, and Rev. xx. 11-15, distinetively treat.  No class,
no individual even of the human race will find himself excepted,
though helievers on the Lord, and all trie saints of God will not
come into judgment to he tried according to theiv works (John
v. 24).

From speaking of the Lord’s Person— His holiness) His sonship,
and His office of Judge, we turn to that which He has done, mani-
fested by His resurrection.  Death, which to man is naturally so
terrible, and indeed by Christians shoudd never he thought of
lightly, being God's governmental dealing on acconnt of our sins,
death is for the Christian annnlled. It exists, but its power is
broken, for life and incorraptibility are brought to light hy the
goxpel (27 Tim, 0. 10) ; Tife, as we helieve the apostle here speaks
for Christians who will not die, incorruptibility on the other hand,
for all saints who will have entered into the tomb. Nor is that
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all, for Christ has by IHis death “annulled (not destroyed) him
that hal the power of death, that is the devil ; and delivered them,
who through fear of (](,d.tll were all their lifetime subject to
hondage ” (ch. ii. 14-15).  Who of men understood this on the
morning of the resurrection?

No far we have noted results in connection with the Lord Him-
self.  We must now remind the reader of resudts of Christ's
resurrection in which saings are specially concerned.

And first as regards Christion standing.  We learn that helievers
have a deep interest in the resurrection of Christ.  For attesting
as we have pointed out that it does, the holiness of the Lord Jesus,
it witnesses also to us of onr acceptance hefore God, seeing that
Christ was “delivered for our oftences, and was raised again for
our justification” (Rovw iv. 25). By His resurreetion, who suffered
the Just for the nnjust, bearing our sins in His own body on the
tree (1 Pet. ii, i), the acceptance by God of His sacrifice is
therehy declared, and so our acceptance by virtue of it is fully
assured.  For the acceptance of the sacrifice by God involves the
acceptance of those on whose behalf it was offered. This elemen-
tary teaching was early made known.  Abel learnt it, and we too
know it.  As then the Lord was raised who had been our substi-
tute on the Cross, we know that the whole question of our sins
and of onr acceptance has been settled, and can never be re-opened.
Christ died, and was raised, never to die again.  Hence believing
on God, who raised up Jesus owr Lord from the dead, e are
justified by faith, and so have peace with God.  And now an
expectation, a hope is ours of which none woulld ever have
dreamed, and what is more, of which none can deprive ns.  “ We
rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (Rom. v. 1-2).

Far reaching results then there are as we think of that glory.
Yet still more distant results flow from the Lavd’s resurrection.
To those which have reference to saints must we however first
confinie our attention.

Christ rose, and rose as the first fruits of resurrection.  On that
same doy as we have already noticed, many bodies of the saints
which slept arose, and came ont of their graves, and appesred unto
many. The first resurrection then commenced, which will not he
completed till all the sleeping saints shall rise.  Eighteen centurics
and more will have run out ere that is a fact accomplished, for not
one saint who shall have entered the grave, ere the Lord Jesus
appears to reign, but will have his part in the ficst resurrection.
Of this Rev. xx. informs us, which comprises more than the Old
Testament saints and Christians. To this scripture we must return
later.
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Meanwhile pursning our subject of the resurrection in its
chronolngical order, we come to the consideration of the next, or
proxiniate event connected with it, viz., the sounding of the trumpet,
the raising of the sleeping saints, and the change of the living, all
to he caught up to meet Christ in the air (1 Cor. xv. 23).  Here
of conrse we pass into the region of the future.

Of two resurrections the Lord had spoken (John v. 28.29) dis-
tinguishing  (and this was a new revelation) hetween the
resurrection unto life, and the resurreetion unto judgment.  With
the former alone have we at present to do.  Suddenly will that
resurreetion come about.  “In a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trump, for the trampet shall sound, and the dead
shall he raised incorraptible, and we, (7., Christians then on carth)
shall he changed.” But though suddenly, very orderly will the
events take place, as 1 Thess, 1v. 15-17 clearly states.  The Lord
Jesus Christ will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the tramp of God; and the dead in
Christ shall 1se first.  Hades will he eleared that morning of
every saint of God who shall have passed into death ere the
trumpet shall sound. A shont will be _heard in the realm of
death, hut only responded to by those in Christ.  That the voice
of Christ can wake the dead, the record of the raising of Lazarus
itlustrates.  The Lord eried with a loud voice, ‘“lLazarus come
forth ; and he that was dead came forth.”  The trappings of burial
still around him, hindered not his obedience to the smmmons of
his Lord.  So will it he when the Lord shall descend to raise His
saints.  The shout will go forth.  The voice of the archangel will
he heard.  The trumpet will sound.  The dead in Chyist will be
raisedd incorruptible.  Nothing will hinder them emerging from
the tomh.

After that the Hving saints will he caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we
ever be with the Lord (1 Thess. iv. 17).  All is arranged for, and
is to ns made known.  How that speaks of Chreist’s interest in His
people.  He will come Himself for them.  How it tells too of His
care for all His own, for His first thonght will be for His sleeping
saints. A number that we cannot yet estimate will come forth from
the grave at His call. All the Old Testament saints will then
rise, with all the Christians who have died since Pentecost.
What a vast crowd will meet the Lord in the air; for we must
add also to those just mentioned every true Christian then alive
upon earth: and all to be for ever like Him, bearing the image of
the Heavenly One (1 Cor. xv. 49).  The Bedy of Christ composed
only of Christians will then have been completed, and manifested
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to all in heaven.  The whole company too, symbolised under the
twenty-four elders of Rev. iv.-v, will also have heen made np to be
displayed as such to all the heavenly host.  Yet the full tale of
those who will share in the first reswrrection will still await its
sompletion.  Christian saints and Old Testament saints together
do not exhanst it. Two companies of saints will still have to
mect death in faithfulness to Gord and to Christ, heing martyred
for their testimony.  They too will he raised from the dead ere
the Lord comes forth out” of heaven, riding on the white horse,
and with the armics of heavenly saints in s train (Rev. xix.)

He is coning to veign, to bless fully [Mis earthly saints, and to
put down all ()ppu%ui o God and to Himself.  As the first man
was placed on the carth to subdue it. and everything here put
under his sway : so the seeond man will have all things in the
nniverse pt nnder Tis feet t (Heb. i #) 0 and He will reign till He
has subdued all things unto Hmm'lf But His reign will not
begin till all His heav vnlv saints are gathered up on high to come
w1th Him out of heaven.. No one who has witnessed here for (o,
or has in this scene confessed Christ, but will reign with Christ
shousand years (Rev. xx. 4).  Man's day how short it is, seventy
or cighty vears, or alittle more.  Christ's day how long, a th(mcand
years of umntonuptul sway, and none of the faithful will he for-
gotten in that day.  How gracious is this !

We have mentioned two companies of martyrs to he ealled out
after Christian times shall have ran their course. For God sinee
the days of Seth has never left Thmeelf long without a witness
here, nor ever will. So in the darkest hours that are yet to come,
there will be martyrs for God, anid eonfessors too, these last heing
preserved alive for the coming day of Christ’s power and glory,

But our immedinte concern at present is with the martyred ones
of that time: for of conrse they only will share in resnrrection
wnto life.  Of these two martyred companies, the first, the earliest
called ont to die, are seen under the fifth seal (Rev. vi. 9).  Some
of them, when that seal is opened, have already heen slain = hut
others they Tearn must share in m.ntynlmn, ere their number will
be completed.  We have said these form the first and eoliest
company, hut it by no means follows that all the number will be
slain ere the rise of the beast, and the martyrdom of those saints
who will refuse to worship him, or his image.

Of this last company we would now make mention.  Those
composing it are scen in Rev. xv. 24, as standing on the sea of
glass, having gotten the victory over the heast, and over his image,
and over the number of his name. This company is there view od
as complete, no more heing mentioned to be added to it; for the
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Lord's coming to reign will then be close at hand.  The awful time
of Satanic power will then very soon be terminated, and men, his
dnpes and instruments, will be permitted no longer to persecute
the saints of God. These nurtyrs had gotten the vietory, it is
said, “over the beast,” vet they had heen slain hy him, or his ad-
herents.  How different i= heaven’s estimate from that of men of
the earth ! The laster would think that the beast had overcome
them, and driven them off' the scene.  He had triumphed, they
would say, over them. Dut in heaven the slain ones are viewed as
the conquerors.  Faithful martyrs unto death, their names here
cast ont as evil, and themselves viewed as unfit to live, in Gad’s
eves they are the conquerors, and will assuvedly reign with Christ.
But of their resurrection we have no detailed account.  That would
not directly concern us.

With these two martyred companies raised, the whole number
of heavenly saints will at length be completed.  Rev. xx. 4 demon-
strates this without possibility of a donbt.  For the Apostle writes,
“[ saw thrones and they sat upon them, and judgment was given
unto them.” To the elders of ch. iv.-v. John evidently here refers.
The Elders, as we have already remarked include all Old Testament
saints and all true Christians as well. - The Apostle then proceeds,
“I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of
Jesns, and for the Woud of (God.”  This, the first mentioned
martyred company, is that referred to in Rev. vi. 9. There is a
third company he sees, as the Revised Version makes clearer to the
reader, “and such as worshipped not the heast, neither his image,
and received not the mark upon their forehead, and npon their
hand.”  These form the company seen in Rev. xv. on the sca of
glass.  All these three mentioned companies lve and reign with
Christ a thonsand years.

The number of those who share in the first resurrection is at last
filled up, all enjoying the fruit of the Lord's atoning sacrifice,
whilst witnessing in their own persons to His power as Son of
mun.  So, now, the Apocalyptic Seer guided by the Holy (host
writes of their blessedness, “ Blessed and holy 1s he that hath part
in the first resurrection : on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with
Him a thousand years” (Rev. xx. 6). A second time is the dura-
tion of the reign mentioned.  So a reign of ten decades there will
be, the heavenly saints sharing in it, and saints and other men on
earth greatly enjoying it, for no saint alive on carth at its com-
mencement will ever die. A\ duration of life here they will know
siuch as none of the Antedilivians ever experiencad,

Here let us mark two expressions only met with in Revelation,
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the first resnrrection, and the seeond death. The first resurrection
implies a second, bnt no blessedness is connected with that second.
The first is the resurrection unto lfe.  The second is the resur-
reetion unto judgment. The first of these completed, of resurrection
Srom the dead, there will he no further expectation.  Hades
cleared a sccoml time, it will be tenanted by none of that class
ever again.  Those only will then remain in it who have to face
the resurrection unto judgment.  For we read, “the rest of the
dead lived not until the thousand years were finished” (Rev. xx. B),
Death, as we now know it, will have ccased for God’s saints after
the rapture has taken place. No saints after that will die what
is called a netural death. Martyrdom will he the only way ont of
this scene for any saints hetween the Lowd’s cmning into the air
(1 Thess. iv..15-16), and His appearing (2 Thess. 1. 7-8). Mul will
die in that short interval, hut they will he nngmll\' (Rev. vi. 4:
ix. 18; xi. 13), suffering judicial der L]mg at the hand of G o(l So
also during the millmmimu, death will overtake those who trans-
gress the iflexible rule of the kingdom (Isa. Ixv. 20). But for
snints the prophetic word will have been fultilled, “He will swallow
up death in victory,” or for ever (Isa. xxv. ).

The first resurrection then completed, the days so long expected
of the millennial reign of the Lord Jesus will begin.  He appearing
out of heaven, with His heavenly saints, the opposing powers
which men could not check; as the heast and antichrist, with their
following arrayed for war; then a little later, the northern power,
with its huge host, and after that the invasion of Gog (]m‘k
xxxvifl ¢ xxxix.), all signally defeated, that halyceon time of rest
and peace will eommence and last throughout the millennium.
Neither Satanic power on the side of the beast and antichrist, nor
hiuman power, however numerous may be the assembled host, will
arrest the certain setting up of the kingdom of the Lord chus
Christ.  For the words of Psalm ii. & will receive their accom-
plishment, and the beautiful picture of 1 salm Ixxii. he displayed to
oll in heaven, and all on carth, and prayer will he heard on high,
vet not such as now reaches the cars of the Almighty. No lon"cr
will the ery of distress go up, nor the groans of oppressed ones
enter into the cars of thc Lord of Hosts; hut the prayers will he
for the continnance of the kingdom of Christ, and the unhroken
enjovment of carthly Blessedness under His sway (Psa. Ixxii. 15).
Praise, ton, will he heard from all parts of earth ; for the heneficial
character of His reign will stimulate men to praise Him, who was
the subject of tannts, aud the ohject of derision, when in grace He
hung on the cross.  Jov and gladness will at length he l\no“ n in
lorumlem thnnkqgl\m" and the voice of melody.
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Carth, too, will rejoice.  The glory referred to 1n Rom. vinl. I8
will be displayed.  Fertility will abound.  Fruitfulness such as
that to which we have been strangers will be the rule, and this
carth will appear in festal array.  Then “the wilderness and
the solitary place shall be glud and the desert shall rejoice and
blassom as the rose. It shall Dlossoin abindantly and rejoice even
with joy and siuging ; the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto
it : the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory
of the Lord, the excellency of our Gad.”  So wrote Isafah (xxxv,
1-2), two thousand five hundred vears ago; his spirit doubtless
refreshed, as gmdcd of the Spirit he penne (l thvsu words to he a
refreshment in antieipation to saints age after age, who might feel
the burden of things here while w: ubmg for the d‘w of hr 1ghbnqu
to dawn on this gronbled and sin burdenmet seene.

It will come. The Lord will return to veign, and all His heavenly
saints coming with Him will witness the change wrought on earth
by His return in power and blessing ; whilst the earthly saints,
both of Jews and Gentiles, will bask in the sunshine of His pre-
sence, and rejoice in the full tide of millennial hlessing,

3ut others who onee trod this earth, and lived for pleasure and
self-indulgence without God, or real thought of the Lord, where
will they be?  Annthilated?  No, all live nnto God. No immortal
creature is, or can be annihilated.  But of all such, alas how many,
their bodies will be «lambering still in the torah. To see the day
of millennial glory will never he their lot.  To hehold ereation in
its festal robes will not be permitted to them. Al heaven rejoicing,
all on earth made glad, they will be still in the under world await-
ing the day of their final doom. Separated from the godly, with
whom when in life they may have mixed in husiness, or the duties
of life, as soon as they left earth, they were separated for ever. The
trumpet sonnd to call the sleeping saints they will not hear.  But
a voiee, the voice of Christ, will reach them, will awaken them and
summon them to His presence, to sce lim on the great white
throne, and to hear Him pass sentence on them, a sentence final
and irreversible.

The number of the heavenly saints, as we have seen, completed,
ere the Lord comes out of heaven to reign, the number of the lost,
however, will still be swelled, and ouly filled up when Satan’s last
effort shall have been put forth at the end of the Lord’s millennial
reign.  Let out of prison then he will go forth to decetve the
nations in the four quarters of the earth, to gather them together
to hattle, the number of whom, writes the Apoealyptic Seer, will
be as the sand of the sea (Rev. xx. 8). The overthrow of the heast
and his armies (Rev. xix.), as well as the utter collapse of the
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northern power in its attempt against the nation of Israel (Dan.
xi.), and that too of Gog, invading the land as foretold by Ezekiel
xxxvii-xxxviii,, will have all been forgotten.  Those mad attempts
against the Lord Jesus Christ and His people, though signally and
decisively frustrated, will have left no permanent impression on
the hearts of unconverted men fonnd at that time upon earth. Nor
will the heneficent character of the Lord’s millennial reign have
changed them, and lessened one hit the enmity of their hearts to
God, and to His Son.  Ready to rebel, when the opportunity is
offered, Satan will find them tools suited for his purpnse. For
yielding as they will, when he is hound in the bottomless pit, but
feigned obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ (I's. xviil. 44 ¢ Ixvi. 3,
sec margin), they will, on the devil’s re-appearance on the scene,
enlist under his bauner, and flock to encompass the camp of the
saints abont, and the beloved city. But fire from heaven will
devour them.

The undying enmity of the devil to God then manifested, the

terrible wickedness and folly of unregenerate men will he awfully
illustrated by this last onthreak on their part, to be met by the
immediate token of the divine displeasure (Rev. xx. 9), in fire ont
of heaven devouring them.  Now will the long conflict with the
“devil come to an end.  Ile will be cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, in which the beast and false prophet will have been for
a thouwsand years (Rev. xix. 20; xx. 10), and torment, conttnued
and everlasting torment, will be the doom of those three. That
fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. xxv. 41), his dupes
will one and all have their part in it with him.

But first must take place the vesurrection unto judgment, and
the Judge appearing on the great white throne.  John saw this in
vision.  Ile on whose breast he had leant at the supper (John xii),
and to whom all judgment is given (John v, 22.23) will again
exereise it, whilst nature will be convulsed, earth amd heaven
flecing away from Tis face. A great «lidfe throne it may well be
called, for there will he weted out judgment in righteousness—
jndgment which none will call in question. We say will wyiin
vrereise 7t - for ages previonsly the heavenly saints will have stood
betore His judgment seat. \ges too will then have passed, since
the quick of Israel (Psahn L), and those of the nations (Matt. xxv.),
heard the Lord’s judgment about each one of them,

Now (Revo xxo 82), the dead, small and great, are seen standing
before the throne for jndgment @ and this time not like that of the
sk bat fike that of the heavenly saints it will be o judgment
that concerns hut one class. T the former ease it was auly =aints
redeemed by the preeions hlood of Christ. In this case it will he
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only lost ones to be consigned to eve erlasting perdition.  Standing
there the hooks will be openul, and the dead juedged out of the
hooks, thus cach one confronted with the record of his life pn
sarth, whilst the book of life will be opened, shewing that their
names were not recorded therein.  Nothing of their past we minst
helieve, will be found to have been forgotten, and judgment aceord-
ding to their works will go forth. Ts this just the coneeption of
awan? Nay, 1t is the solenm, hut plain statement of the inspired
word, “according to their works,” so rmns the inspired record.
An awful thought now, an awful fact then.

All the dead, small and great.  Not one will be forgotten, not
one will be left in the grave, for the sea will give up the dewd
which is init.  Death and hades will dehiver up the dead which
are in them,  And a second time it is stated that the dead will be
judged according to their works (12-13).  Sarely that repetition is
intended to impress cach reader and hearer of the Book of Revela-
tion. How many decds will multitudes have desived to be forgotten,
but in vain. Comfmtnw it 1s for saints, that God will romcm]n T
their sins no more (Hd;. x. 17).  The word of our God assures us
of that. The same One by His Word tells of the impenitent he-
ing jndged according to their works.

Hades eleared at length of all its occupants, the lake of five must
recetve the full number of those who are to have thelr part in it.
Satan, his angels, the fallen angels too (Tude 6), and all the lost
of the human race will be cast mto it. A small number of these
last will it be?  Alas, the Lord has told us it will he anything but
that, many there be that will enter the gate of destraction (Matt,
vii. 13). Then the second death, the lake of fire will e the abiding
portion of the lost, and death and hades needed no longer, will also
be cast into it (Rev. xx. 11).

Christ must reign till all enemics are put under His feet.  The
last enemy that shall he destroved is death (1 Cor. xv. 25.26),
So writes Panl, and John deseribes it as carvied ont, death heing
cast into the lake of fire.  For evervthing connect ged with sin i3
viewed as unelean.  Resarrection will now have been completed.
Resurrcetion from the dead fully effected, when all the heavenly
saiuts shall have been raised to veign \\wh Christ ; reswrreetion r>f
the dead will be a fact (Lcwmphshcd when the de.ul small and
great, rise again to stand before the great white throne.

An m]pmmnt guestion needs here »anotice.  The dream of some
in our day, and the teaching of certain hooks is in the divection of
the idea of the annihilation of the wicked. Does scripture coun-
tenance it? The dead it speaks of not living again till the thousand
years are ended.  Clearly then, temporal death, 7.2, of the body
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does not invelve annihilation of the individual.  As we remarked
it an earlier page, “all live to God,” and if the dead shall live
again they cannot have heen annihilated ere standing hefore the
great white throne. For all the nngodly dead, both small and
great, will he there, to he judged and east into the lake of fire.
Will annihilation follow, the fire consiuming them?  What scrip-
ture teaches that 7 The Lord in Matthew addressing the ungodly,
tells them to depart into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and
his angels, and He ends the subject with the statement, ~“ These
shall go away into everlusting punishment, and the righteous into
life-everlasting” (xxv. 41-46).  No language could hetter indicate o
final and enduring condition of the two elasses spoken of —-“erer-
lusting panishment ererfasting life. Could we suppose that the
Lord would thus have spoken if annihilation of the wicked after o
time of punishment in the lake of fire conld he true?  Of course,
if their punishment is not final and for ever, can the righteous
expect life for ever?  Take away the perpetuity from the punish-
ment, and you must take it away also from the life.  Who is
prepared for that? Then we vead in Revelation Xiv. 9-11, that
those who worship the beast, and his image, and whosoever receiveth
. the mark of his name, shall he tormented with fire and brimstone,
For a time shall wesay ?  The divine predietion runs, “ The smoke
of their torment ascendeth up for ever und ever, and they have no
rest day nor night, who worship the heast and his image, and who-
socver reeciveth the mark of his name.” No thonght of annihilation
is there here. Then too, the heast and the false prophet shall
with Satan e tormented in the lake of five day and wnight, for crer
and crer (Reve xixe 200 xx. 10).  Ts the action of that fire to
consitme ! The beast and the prophet will have heen in it a thons-
and vears before Satan is cast into it, vet not consumed, for thev
with Satan will he there together,  Now, sinee all the lost are to
be east into that fire, will <ome he annililated thereby, and the
rest he tormented for ever?  No word is there of such a differenee,
and ecrtainly the last statement about the fmsaved (Rev, xxi. 8),
stggests nothing short of a final doom.  Cast into that lake, nothing
more is said about them. Tt was the lie of the serpent in the
garden, sayving “ye shall not sarely die” 1t is the lic of the devil
now attempting to deceive the impenitent with the thought that
they will not exist for ever. God's word, however, was fulfilled
in the former case.  His revelation will he found awfully true in
the latter.  And be it remembered that cverlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power
(2 Thess. 1. 9), is not astatement cquivalent to annihilation.  Far,
very far from it, whatever some may say.
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We have endeavoured in that which has gone before, to trace
out something of the history of the resurrcetion, and from the
only hook which can speak with authority upon it.  Resurrection
will demonstrate the power of Christ, for He will raise all the dead.
It will manifest too, the care of Christ, for He will raise His sleep-
ing saints to be with Him for ever in glory.

But there will be a number of saints, which as yet none can
compute, who, never dying, will never be subjects of the Lord’s
power in resurrection ; of sich in the past there have been just
two examples, Enoch, in antediluvian times, and Elijah in the dis-
pensation of the law. By and by there will be a large accession
to this class. For the Lord will eall up direct from earth every
Christian alive down here on the morning of is coming into the
air (1 Cor. xv. 52-54; I Thess. iv. 17).  We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, writes Panl, who tells us also hy express
revelation that those who do not sleep will be eaught up with the
risen saints to meet the Lord in the air.  How near that day may
he none of us can tell.

Then in the interval hetween the rapture and the appearing of
Christ, great multitides which no man can number, writes John,
of all nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues, together
with the sealed ones out of the tribes of Israel (Rev. vii.; and
another company of Jews it wonld scem (Rev. xiv. 1-5), will also
he kept alive on earth, throughout the trials and persecutions to
which they will be subjected. Before the flood then, under the
law, econnected with Christian times, as well as with the little
interval between the rapture and the appearing, there will be those
who will never see death, the death of the body.

And finally, no saint on earth duriug the millennium will die,
enjoying as they all will, in nnelonded bless, millennial hlessing to
the full.  What numbers then, to us as yet conntless, will never
enter the tomb ! Death is not for saints a neeessity, though now
the common lot of men.  We Lave said suints, for of the ungodly
only two that we read of will never pass into it —the heast
and the false prophet we refer to. They will be cast alive into the
ake of fire hurning with Inimstone (Rev. xix. 20).

Now, calling ont His co-heivs, the Lord will come with them to
reign: and delivering the earthly saints will bless these latter in
a special way ; carrying them on o the eternal state on the new
earth, when there shall hie nomore death, neither sorrow, nor ery-
ing, neither shall there he any more pain, for the former things are
passed away (Rev. xxic ). Death being no more, vesureeetion will
by them be ninknown.



